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(  iv  ) 
needful  to  be  (aid  in  anfwer  to  which  is,,  that  the  public  wound 
given  by  that  a£^.was  fre{h>  and  the  hearts  of  the  poor  people 
of  God  bleeding,. to  fee  theoifelves  fppiled  by  thofe  who  (hould 
have  been  the  guardians  of  their  fpiritual  rights  and  privileges  ; 
and  what  could  be  more  proper  than  to  panfe  the  green  wound> 
and  pour  in  fome  of  the  healing  balfam  of  gofpel^confolation, 
ariGng  from  the  government  of  their  great  King,  who  rules  in 
the  midft  of  his  enemies  ? 

The  author  never  pretended  to  deliver  every  particular  word 
or  fentence  contained  in  his  notes,  which  to  him  would  be  the 
greatefl;  flavery  and  confinement.  But  as  the.fermon  flood  in 
his  notes,  fo  it  comes  abroad ;  and  he  fuppofes  that  there  will 
be  but  very  inconfiderable  variation.  Only,  the  preamble,  whea 
he  entered  upon  the  text,  is  added,  without  which  it  would 
have  loGi)^:f<^iA^^A  4}^f^i\  i  A^^d^s  fomething  he  had  not 
time  that  •eVeiling  to  •overtake',  at  the  end  of  the  difcourfe. 

He  preached  t3;f o  pihf^  ferinons  on  the  fame  claufe  of  the 

*•*  *•••  *^ •  ••*    • 
verfe,   the*i^ba(h  fcJlpwin^  which  there  was  no  time  to 

hanfcribe  foViTic'preT5;.VQt3x«wife  the  difcourfe  might  have 

been  more  perfefl,  and  the  omiffions  quarrelled  by  fome  beea 

fupplicd. 
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PREFACE. 

RiadiT, 

THE  foUo^iDig  fermbn  hiving  made  a  great  noife  through 
this  and  feyeral  other  comers  of  the  land ;  left  any 
jDiouId  think  the  author  is  afliamed  of  his  dofirine  he  there 
delivered,  he  allows  it  to  cdme  abroad  to  the  world  with  the  laft 
fermon  in  the  preceding  volume.  He  had  begun  to  preach  from 
that  text^  If.  ix.  6.  in  November  30.  1731  i  and  having  fpoke 
to  the  two  firft  claufes^  he  took  occafion,  June  4.  1732^  viz. 
Sabbath-evening,  after  the  ^ccilpbration  of  t]{]te  fe^rament  at 
Stirling,  to  infift  upon  the  cl'ai^e  immediately  foltowing,  Tit 
government  Jkall  he  upon  hisjfbouldefy  as  I't:  bas  been  iniifting  up* 
on  the  following  patt  of  the  verfe  ever^finee.  *   * 

Some  were  of  opinion^  that*  thb  fubje£t  was  onfuitable  tp 
the  occafion,  after  people  had  been  at  a  communion-table^ 
But  it  would  appear,  that  fuch  as  think  fo,  do  not  cqnfidert 
that  Chrift  did  wade  to  the  throne  and  government  of  his  me- 
diatory kingdom  through  blood.  For  my  part,  I  do  not  know 
how  one  can  be  better  entertained^  either  at,  or  immediately 
after  he  has  been  at  the  Lord's  table,  (hewing  forth  his  death, 
than  by  letting  him  know,  that  he  nuho  was  dead  is  now  mlive^ 
and  lives  for  evermore^  having  the  keys  of  hell  and^eath  in  his  hand. 
What  more  comfortable  to  a  believer,  than  to  hear  that  the 
Lamhjlain  is  now  in  the  midft  of  the  throve^  with  the  reins  of 
government  in  his  hand,  efpecially  in  a  day  of  troublt^  and  of 
treading  down^  and  of  perplexity  from  the  Lord  God  ofhoftt  in  the 
Valley  of'Oifion  ^ 

Others  judged  it  amifs  on  fuch  an  occafion,  to  touch  upon 
the  aft  of  afTembly  anent  the  fettlement  of  vacant  congrega- 
tions^  which  had  been  pafied  a  few  days  before.    All  that  is 

needful 
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tsA.  ix.  6»'-~For  unto  us  a  child  is  bom,  unto  us  a /on  is  given,  and 
the  government  /ball  be  upon  hisjboulder  :  and  his  namejball  be 
called  Wonderful,  Counfeller^  The  mighiy  Cod,  The  everlafting 
Father^  The  Prince  of  peace. 

THE  great  defign  of  God,  in  his  whole  works  of  creatioh 
and  providence,  is  to  manifeft  and  make  known  the  glory 
of  his  power,  wifdom,  goodnefs,  and  greatnefs  to  the 
children  of  men :  hence  is  that  of  David,  Pfal.  xix.  from  the  be- 
gining,  "  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God  :  and  the  firma- 
ment fhcweth  his  handy-work.  Day  unto  day  uttereth  fpecch, 
and  night  unto  night  (heweth  knowledge.**  And  if  it  be  afked> 
What  the  great  defign  of  God  is  in  the  fcripturcs  ?  I  anrwei*. 
It  is  juft  to  bring  a  lofl:  world  to  the  knowledge  of  a  Saviour, 
**  who  is  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory,  and  the  cxprefs 
image  of  his  perfon."  All  the  prophecies,  promifes,  hiftories, 
and  do£irines  of  the  word,  do  point  us  to  him,  as  the  needle 
in  the  mariners  compafs  points  to  the  pole-ftar  :  **  To  him 
bore  all  the  prophets  witncfs.'*  And  when  apoflles  under  the 
New  Teftament  were  fent  unto  all  nations,  with  the  filver 
trumpet  of  the  everlafting  gofpel  in  their  mouths,  what  was 
the  great  theme  of  their  fermons  ?  It  was  juft  to  make  Chrift 
known  among  the  nations  ',  he  was  the  Alpha  and  Omega  o£ 
their  whole  miniftry  ;  it  is  Chrift,  fays  Paul  to  the  Coloflians, 
**  whom  we  preach  ;"  and,  writing  to  the  Corinthians,  he  de- 
clares, that  '*  he  defired  to  know  nothing  among  them,  but 
Chrift,  and  him  crucified.*'  In  fhort,  Sirs,  our  preaching,  and 
your  hearingi  is  in  vain,  unlefs  we  bring  you  in  to  the  know- 
ledge 
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tion  of  gofpel-light,  which  would  burn  up  and  confume  die 
lufts  and  corruptions  of  men,  and  all  the  works  of  the  devil, 
even  as  fire  confumes  any  combuftible  matter  that  is  caft  into  it. 

NoW|  If  any  (hould  afk  who  is  he,  and  where  is  he,  that 
(hall  do  all  thefe  great  things  ?  Why,  Here  you  have  an  an- 
fwer  in  the  words  of  my  text,  F^r  unto  us  a  child  is  born^  unto 
us  a  fan  is  given^  and  the  government  Jhall  be  upon  hisfioulder^  &c. 
The  prophet,  chap.  vii.  14.  had  told  them  that  *^  a  virgin 
(hould  conceive,  and  bring  forth  a  fon,  and  they  (hall  call  his 
name  Immanuel;"  now,  fays  he,  this  is  he  that  (hall  do  all  thefe 
great  wonderful  things  on  his  appearance  upon  the  ftage  of 
time,  for  to  us  he  is  born,  and  to  us  he  is  given* 

In  the  words  we  may  notice  thefe  things  following,  (i.) 
The  incarnation  of  the  great  Meffias ;  for  here  the  prophet 
fpeaks  of  his  birth.  (2.)  His  donation  9  he  is  the  gift  of  God 
to  a  loft  world.  Unto  us  a  fon  is  given.  (3.)  His  advancement 
to  the  fupremc  rule  and  authority,  The  government  Jball  he  upon 
his  fhoulder.  (4.;  His  chara£i:er  and  defignation,  in  five  names 
here  given  him,  which  (hows  that  heiias  a  name  above  every 
name.  Wonderful^  Counfellery  The  mighty  God^  The  evertafting 
F-ather^  The  Prince  of_  peace.  (5.)  We  have  the  relation  he 
(lands  in  to  loft  fmncrs  of  Adam's  family;  he  is  hoxn  to  us, 
he  is  given  to  us^  artd  not  to  the  angels  which  fell.  (6.)  We 
have  the  applicatipn  and  triumph  of  faith  upon  all  this ;  for 
the  church  here  lay«  claim  to  hina,  and  triumphs  in  her  claim  ; 
for  the  words  are  uttered  in  a  way  of  hply  boafting.  Unto  us 
this  child  is  born^  unto  us  this  fin  is  given  ;  much  like  the  trir 
umph  of  the  fpoufe,  Cant.  v.  1^.  "  This  is  my  beloved,  and 
this  is  my  friend,  O  daughters  of  Jerufalem  ;"  as  if  (he  had 
challenged  the  whole  world  to  (hew  his  match.  I  have  dif- 
courfcd  already  of  the  firft  two  of  thefe  particulars,  and  now 
I  go  on  to  the  third,  viz.  the  authority  wherewith  Chrift  is 
vefted  in  the  cluuch,  by  his  father'*  ordination,  The  govern'*, 
fueiit  Jfjali  be  upon  his  Jljoulder, 

Sirs,  yc  have  been  this  day  travelling  with  him  to  Golgotha 
and  Calvary,  where  you  might  fee  him  bearing  his  crofs,  yea, 
nailed  to  it,  and  pouring  out  his  foul  unto  death,  in  a  way  of 
fcitisfadion  to  juliice  for  our  fjns.  But  now  I  would  lead  you 
unto  mouDt  Sion,  that  ye  may  view  him  fwaying  the  fceptre 
of  heaven  ;  for  the  government  is  laid  upon  his  moulder,  the 
T'athcr  hnih  put  all  things  into  his  hand  for  the  good. of  his 
cliurch.  What  is  needful  for  the  explication  of  ihefe  words, 
will  occur  in  fpcaking  to  this  do£lrine. 

Uoc  r.— **  That  as  the  church  is  Chrift's  peculiar  kingdom  iq 
this  wcrid  ;  fo  the  government  thereof  is,  by  the  Father's 
ordinai'oi^,  ccjitmiittcd  to  him,  "or  laid  upon  his  fhouMcr." 

1  For 
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For  confirmation  of  the  dof^rinej  I  need  only  repeat  the 
yrords  of  the  text,  though  many  other  fcriptures  might  be  ad- 
duced, which,  to  gain  time,  I  wave  at  prefent.  Unto  us  a  child 
u  born,  unto  us  a/on  is  given,  and  the  govermnent  Jball  he  upon  his 
Jhoulder* 

In  difcourfing  of  which  do£trine,  through  divine  afliftance^ 
I  fhall  endeavour  to  do  thefe  things. 

I.  t  would  offer  a  few  thoughts  anent  the  church  or  king- 
dom  of  Chrift  in  the  world. 

II.  Speak  a  little  of  the  government  of  his  kingdom. 

III.  How  it  is  committed  to  him  by  his  Father. 

IV.  Why  it  is  committed  to  him,  or  laid  upon  his  flioul- 
d£r. 

V.  Apply. 

I.  The  firft  thing  Is,  to  offer  a  few  thoughts  anent  the  church 
or  kingdom  of  Chrift  in  this  'world. 

1.  then,  By  the  church  I  underlland  that  remnant  of  A- 
dam's  family,  who  being  determined  to  break  their  covenant 
with  hell,  and  their  agreement  with  death,  join  themfelvts  to 
Chrift,  as  their  prophet,  prieft,  and  king,  either  in  reality,  or 
by  a  vifible  and  credible  profeflion  of  their  faith  in  him.  This 
remnant  of  Adam's  family,  as  they  are  fcattered  through  the 
world,  make  the  church  univerfal :  and  any  particular  mem- 
ber of  dbis,  whether  in  a  nation,  congregation,  or  family,  are 
called  particular  churches,  national,  parochial,  or  domeflic  ; 
but  ftill  thefe  are  but  branches  of  the  church  univerfal,  which 
makes  the  myftical  bodjr  of  Chrift  in  the  world. 

2.  The  church  or  kmgdom  of  Chrift,  during  the  Old  Tef- 
tament  difpenfation,  was  peculiarly  confined,  to  the  po^erity 
of  Abraham,  to  the  nation  of  the  Jews,  excepting  a  fe^ir  Gen- 
tile profelytes  ;  but  now  fince  the  coming  of  Chrift  in  the  flefli^ 
and  his  refurre£lion  from  the  dead,  is  extended  alfo  to  the 
Gentile  nations,  according  to  Pfal.  ii.  8  The  partition- wall 
being  removed,  and  a  door  of  faith  opened  to  the  Gentiles, 
Chrift  is  now  fet  for  an  enfign  to  the  Gentile  world  :  If.  xi. 
10.  ^'  And  in  that  day  there  fhall  be  a  root  of  Jefle,  which 
{hall  ftand  for  an  enfign  of  the  people  ;  to  it  (hall  the  Gentiles 
feek,  and  his  reft  (hall  be  glprious." 

3.  All  the  fubje£9Ls  of  Chrift's  kingdom  and  government^ 
are  originally' brought  oiit  of  the  territories  of  hell,  being 
*'  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others."  Every  man  by  nature 
comes  into  this  world  wearing  the  devil's  livery  of  original 
iin,  and  of  a  depraved  nature,  till  Chrift,  in  a  day  of  power, 
come  and  fet  the  captive  of  the  mighty  at  liberty  \  the  ftrong 
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man  keeps  the  houfe,  till  Chrift,  who  13  the  ftrongcr,  enter  in 
atid  fpoil  him  of  his  goods,  and  tranflate  the  poor  foul  from 
die  power  of  darkncfs  into  his  kingdom  of  light. 

4.  The  great  engine  whereby  Chrift  rcar«  up  a  kingdom  to 
himfelf  in  the  world,  is  the  preaching  of  the  everlafting  gof- 

?el,  accompanied  with  the  power  and  efficacy  of  his  Spirit, 
'his  is  called  '*  the  rod  of  his  ftrcngth,*'  whereby  be  makes  •'a 
willing  people.**  The  gofoel  is  "  the  power  of  God  unto  fal- 
vation  ;"  and  it  is  by  thete  weapons  which  "  are  not  carnal, 
but  mighty  through  God,"  he  cafts  down  ilrong«holds. 

5.  The  church  and  kingdom  of  Chrift  being  founded  and 
governed  by  him,  "  in  whom  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and 
Knowledge  ate  hid,"  cannot  mifs  of  being  one  of  the  beft  re- 
gulated focietics  in  the  world  as  under  his  management,  what- 
ever irregularities  may  be  found  in  her  through  the  corrup- 
tions of  men  intermingling  with  the  concerns  of  the  kingdom* 
The  church,btCaufeof  her  comely  orderand  regularity,  andasfhc 
is  moulded  by  her  King  in  the  midft  of  her,  i^  compi^red  unto 
a  city  lying  fourfquare.  Rev,  xxi. ;  (he  is  faid  to  be  •*  comely 
as  Jerufalem,  beautiful  for  fituation,  the  joy  of  the  whole 
earth.**  Every  thing  neceffary  to  render  any  kinjrdom  or  fo- 
ciety  regular,  is  tt>  oe  found  in  the  church  or  kingdom  of 
Chrift.     As, 

ly?,  A  kingdom  well  cohftitutc  hath  its  laws ;  and  fo  hath 
the  church  of  Chrift.  And  the  laws  given  by  her  King  are 
all  holy^ju/ty  and  good ;  and  all  the  tme  lubjefls  of  the  kingdom 
delight  in  the  laws  of  their  King,  as  being  the  tranfcript  of  in- 
finite wifdom  and  equity. 

2diy,  A  kingdom  hath  its  officefS  under  its  king ;  and  fa 
hath  the  church  of  Chrift  ;  for  **he  gave  fome,  apoftles :  and 
fome,  prophets :  and  fome,  evangelifts :  and  fome,  paftors  and 
teachers  j  for  the  perfcdling  of  the  faints,  for  the  Work  of  the 
tniniftry,  for  the  edifying  of  the  body  of  Chrift :  till  we  all 
come  in  the  unity  of  the  faith,  and  ot  the  knowledge  of  the 
iSon  of  God,  unto  a  perfeft  man,  unto  the  meafurt  6f  the  fta- 
tui-e  of  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift,**  Eph.  iv.  1 1»  12.  13.  And  it  is 
by  his  officers,  or  office  bearers,  that  ye  have  been  fcrved  this 
day  at  his  tahje,  according  to  his  dire^iop. 

3  J/y,  A  kingiiJom  hath  its  corftts,  wWe  the  fnbjefts  attend 
to  receive  the  will  pf  the  king,  ahd  the  benefits  of  his  admi- 
ftiftration  ;  and  fo  hath  the  tfhurch.  David  fpeaking  of  the 
Old  Teftament  church,  anifparticdlarly  of  Jerufalem,  a  type 
of  the  New  Teftament  church,  tells  us,  **  There  are  fet  thrones 
of  judgement,  the  thrones  of  the  houfe  of  David,  whither  the 
tribes  go  up,  the  tribes  of  the  Lord,  unto  the  teftimony  of  If- 
f  ael.**    The  church  of  Chrift,  even  the  church  militant,  hath 
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her  court8*for  government,  where  the  key  of  difcipline  is  ex« 
ercifed  ;  and  her  courts  for  worfhip,  where  the  doSrine,  the 
ordinances  of  worfliip«  are  difpenfed. 

i^ly%  A  kingdom  hath  its  feal :  we  hear  frequently  of  the 
broad  feal  of  the  kingdom,  which  is  commonly  appended  unto 
charters  for  their  confirmation.  So  in  the  kingdom  of  Chrift 
he  hath  appended  two  public  feals  unto  the  charter  of  his  co- 
venant of  grace,  viz.  baptifm,  and  the  Lord's  fupper ;  the  lafl: 
of  wluch  we  have  been  this  day  difpenGng  unto  you,  for  the 
confirmation  of  your  faith,  as  to  the  validity  of  the  chartrr  s 
and  happy  for  ever  is  that  man  who  has  got  the  internal  feal 
of  the  bcrament,  and  privy  feal  of  the  Holy  Spirit  with  it ;  for 
be  is  **  fealed  up  to  the  day  of  redemption." 

^ibiy^  A  kingdom  commonly  hath  its  enemies  to  grapple 
with,  both  foreign  and  inteftine ;  and  fo  hath  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift.  The  gates  of  hell,  and  its  auxiliaries,  have  in  all  ages 
been  attempting  to  overthrow  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  in  die 
wtirld  ;  the  dragon  with  his  angels  and  armies  make  war  a* 
gainft  Michael  and  his  angels :  and  the  war  between  the  feed 
of  the  woman  and  the  feed  of  the  ferpent,  like  that  betwixt 
Amalek  and  Ifrael,  will  never  end  while  the  world  ftands* 
But  belides  the  foreign  enemies  the  church  of  Chrift  hath  to 
deal  with^  inteftine  enemies,  corrupt  officers,  members,  and 
minifters,  pretending  to  build,  and  yet  caufing  the  work  to 
ceafe,  in  as  far  as  in  them  lies.  Yea,  the  true  fubjeds  of  this 
kingdom  of  Chiift,  have  the  enemy  of  a  deceitful  and  corrupt 
heart  within  them,  that  is  ready  to  join  hand  with  the  enemy 
that  is  more  foreign.  The  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  a  theatre  of 
continual  war,  from  the  difturbances  perpetually  created  by 
fome  of  thefc  enemies,  and  will  be  militant  while  in  this  world; 
*^  for  we  wreftle  not  againft  fleOi  and  blood  only,  but  againft 
principalities,  againft  powers,  againft  the  rulere  of  the  daik« 
nefs  of  this  world,  againft  fpiritual  wickednefs  in  high  places:** 
and  ye  who  have  been  this  day  at  the  banqueling-houfe,  pro* 
vide  and  prepare  for  the  battle,  &c. 

6thlyi  A  kingdom  hath  its  armies  and  auxiliaries ;  and  fo 
hath  the  church  of  Chrift,  being  in  a  confederacy  with  the 
Lord  of  hofts.  The  armies  of  heaven  are  ready  to  fight  her 
quarrel,  and  to  ftep  into  the  affiftance  of  the  true  believer, 
who  is  minting  to  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  under  the  con- 
du£l  of  the  Captain  of  falvation.  And  becaufe  all  the  fub« 
jeds  are  fbldiers,  here  is  a  fuitable  military  equipage  provided 
for  them,  **  the  (liield  of  faith,  the  helmet  of  falvation,"  &c. 

']thlyy  A  kingdom  hath  its  fortifications  and  ftrong-holds ; 
and  fo  hath  the  church  of  Chrift :  If.  xxvi.  i.  '<  In  that  day 
iball  (his  fong  be  fung  in  the  land  of  Judah,  We  have  a  ftrong 
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city,  falvation  will  God  appoint  for  walls  and  bulwarks.  The 
ftrong  ramparts  of  the  kingdom  are  the  divine  attributes  ;  for 
**  as  the  mountains  are  round  about  Jerufalem,  fo  the  Lord  - 
encompafieth  them  that  fear  him.*'  A  God  in  Chrift  is  the 
church's  refuge,  Pfal.xlvi.  i  •  *'  God  is  our  refuge  and-  ftrength, 
a  very  prefent  help  in  trouble.'* 

II.  The  fec9nd  thing  was,  to  fpeak  a  Utile  of  the  government 
and  admintfiration  of  the  kingdom.  What  I  have  to  offer  as  to 
this,  take  in  the  particulars  following. 

!•  Chrift  himfelf  you  fee  in  the  text  is  the  great  and  glo* 
rious  Governor,  The  government fball  be  upon  bisfhoulder^  PfaL 
ii.  6.  *'  Yet  have  I  fct  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion,'* 
Mic.  V.  2.  ^^  But  thou,  Bethlehem.  £phratah,  though  thou  be 
little  among  the  thoufands  of  Judah,  yet  out  of  thee  (hall  he 
come  forth  unto  me,  that  is  to  be  Ruler  in  Ifrael ;  whofe  go- 
ings forth  have  been  from  of  old,  from  everlafting."  Mic.  ii. 
13.  <*  And  their  king  (hall  pafs  befove  them,  and  the  Lord 
on  the  head  of  them."  Eph.  i.  22.  23.  •*  He  hath  given  him 
to  be  the  head  over  all  things  to  the  church,  which  is  his  body, 
the  fulnefs  of  him  that  fiUech  all  in  all."  Oh  how  may  the 
church  of  believers  pride  themfclves  in  their  King  and  Gover- 
nor, faying,  "  The  Lord  is  our  defence,  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael 
is  o'ur  King  :  in  him  (hall  all  the  feed  of  Ifrael  be  juftified,  and 
ihall  glory  r*' 

2.  All  things  in  heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  are  put  under  the 
power  of  Chrift,  for  the  more  advantageous  government  of 
his  church,  Eph.  i.  22.  23.  juft  now  quoted,  and  Phil.  ii.  9. 
10.  1 1.  So  that  not  only  the  government  of  the  church,  but 
the  government  of  angels,  men,  and  devils,  of  all  things  vi- 
fible  and  inyifible,  are  in  the  hand  of  Chrift  for  the  fake  of 
his  church.  Hence  is  that  promife  or  article  of  his  latter- 
will,  Rom.  viii.  28.  **A11  things  work  together  for  good, 
to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according 
to  his  purpofe." 

3.  ChrHl  the  King  of  Zion  is  wonderfully  fitted  by  his  Fa- 
ther, for  the  government  and  adminiftration.  You  read  of 
his  qualifications  for  it,  If.  xi.  2.  3.  4.  '^  And  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  (hall  reft  upon  him,  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  under-* 
ftanding,  the  Spirit  of  counfel  and  might,  the  Spirit  of  know- 
ledge, and  of  the  fear  of  the  Lord  :  and  (hall  make  him  of 
quick  underftanding  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  and  he  fhall  not 
judge  after  the  fight  of  his  eyes,  neither  reprove  after  the 
hearing  of  his  ears.  But  with,  righteoufnefs  (hall  he  judge 
^he  poor,  and  reprove  with  equity,  for  the  meek  of  the  earth  1 
and  he  (hall  fmice  the  earth  with  the  rod  of  his  mouth,  and 
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iR^ith  the  breath  of  his  lips  ihall  he  flay  the  wicked."  Oh  \ 
"where  was  there  ever  fuch  a  well  qualified  Governor  ?  It  is 
impoflible  he  can  err  in  his  adminiitration.  And  what  fwcet- 
ens  this  is,  that  the  qualifications  of  the  King  are  communi- 
cable, and  actually  communicated  unto  all  the  loyal  fubjcAs 
of  the  kingdom  ;  for  he  is  not  only  a  head  of  government, 
but  of  influences :  for  '<  out  of  his  f  ulnefs  do  ail  we  receive,  and 
grace  for  grace." 

4.  Chrift's  government  and  admin iilration  is  very  wonder- 
ful and  furprifing ;  you  fee  here  that  the  name  of  the  Gover- 
nor is  Wonderful.  He  is  wonderful  in  his  perfon,  and  won- 
derful in  his  adminiftration ;  for,  by  his  ikill  of  management 
in  his  kingdom,  he  brings  light  out  of  darknefs,  order  out  of 
confufion,  life  out  of  death,  itrength  out  of  weaknefs :  and 
therefore  the  fubje£ls  may  be  eafy  amidft  the  greateit  appa- 
rent confufions,  even  though  the  mountains  were  removing^ 
and  heaven  and  earth  mingling ;  for  he  is  <^  the  Lord  that 
doth  wonders,  and  rules  even  in  the  raging  of  the  fea,"  &c. 

5.  Chrift's  government  and  adminiitration  in  and  about  his 
church  and  people  is  exceeding  wife  ;  fo  much  is  imported  in 
his  being  called  the  Counfellor.  **  Wifdom  and  counfci  are  his; 
there  is  no  fearching  out  of  his  underilanding."  The  deepeft 
laid  plots  of  hell  arc  all  open  before  him ;  for  "  he  dif- 
covereth  deep  things  out  of  darknefs,  and  bringeth  out  to  light 
the  (hadow  of  death ;"  he  rules  in  the  midil  of  his  enemies, 
and  turns  all  their  counfels  to  fooliflinefs.  And  as  for  his  loy- 
al fubjefls,  "  he  will  guide  them  by  his  counfel,  and  afterward 
bring  them  to  glory.' 

6.  Chrift's  government  and  adminiftration  is  irrefiftible; 
for  the  Governor  is  •*  The  mighty  God,"  who  will  go  through 
with  his  defigns :  **  Who  can  ftay  his  hand,  or  fay  unto  him. 
What  doft  thou  ?  O  let  mount  Zion  rejoice,  let  the  daughters 
of  Judah  be  glad  ^"  for  her  King  in  the  midft  of  her  is  mighty, 
yea,  the  almighty  God^  who  is  able  to  prote£t  his  fervants,  and 
is  both  able  and  refolved  to  deftroy  his  enemies:  ^^ Strong  is 
his  hand,  and  high  is  his  right  hand ;  and  his  right  hand  doth 
ever  valiantly."  How  valiantly  did  he  fpoil  principalities  and 
powers  on  the  crofs  ?     And  he  is  as  valiant  as  ever. 

7.  Chrift,  in  the  government  of  his  church  and  people,  is 
exceeding  tender  and  companionate ;  for  his  name  is**  The 
everlafting  Father,  with  whom  companions  flow ;  and  his  mer-* 
cy  is  from  evcrlafting  to  evcrlafting  upon  them  that  fear  him. 
As  a  father  pitieth  his  children  :  fo  the  Lord  pitieth  them  that 
fear  him.  He  gathers  the  lambs  in  his  bofom,  and  gently 
leads  thofe^that  ^re  with  young."  And  "inhimthefatherlcfs  find- 
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cth  mercy.     He  will  not  break  the  bruifed  reed,  nor  quench 
the  fmoking  flax.^ 

8.  Chrift's  government  and  adminiftration  of  his  church  is 
very  peaceable  ;  for  his  name  is  The  Prince  ofpeaee^  and  ^^  of 
the  increafe  of  his  government  and  peace  there  (hall  be  no  end," 
it  is  true,  he  has  told  his  fubjeds,  that  *^  in  the  world  they 
ihaH  have  tribulation,  but  yet  in  him  they  fhail  have  peace,** 
for  **  he  hath  overcome  the  world  ;"  and  Ae  peace  he  gives  is 
fuch  as  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take  away,  John  xiv.  27. 
"^^  Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you :  not  as  the 
world  ^iveth,  give  I  unto  you." 

9.  This  government  is  everlafting ;  for  *•  o£  the  increafe  of 
his  government  there  (hall  be  no  end.  His  kingdom  is  an 
«verlailing  kingdom,  and  his  dominion  that  which  (hall  not  be 
dcftroyed  ;  his  feed  ihall  endure  for  ever,  and  his  throne  built 
up  to  all  generations."  Other  kings  die,  and  their  kingdoms 
numlder  away  into  nothing  *,  but  he  is  '^  the  King  eternal,  im- 
mortal," and  his  kingdom  endureth  for  ever.  •*  Thy  throne 
O  God,  is  for  ever  and  ever :  the  fceptre  of  thy  kingdom  is  a 
jright  fceptre.  Judgement  and  juftice  are  the  habitation  of  his 
throne  :"  and  this  is  what  renders  his  government  everlafting, 
bccaufe  this  King  doth  rule  in  righteoufnefs,  and  his  throne  is 
•llablifhed  in  juftice. 

III.  The  third  thing  was,  to  inquire  how  the  government  of 
the  church  is  committed  unto  Chri/},  or  laid  upon  his  /boulder,  In«* 
terpreters  think,  that  in  this  expreiBon  there  is  an  aliufion  to 
the  ancientcu  ftom  of  carrying  the  enGgns  of  government  upon 
the  (boulders  of  thofe  who  were  inv efted  with  it,  or  of  their 
officers.  The  plain  meaning  is,  that  the  government  and  fu- 
preme  authority  of  the  church,  whether  mihtant  or  triumphant, 
is  devolved  upon  him.  An  expreilion  much  of  the  fame  im«> 
port  you  have,  If.  xxii.  7Z*  "  And  the  key  of  the  houfe  of  Da- 
vid will  1  lay  upon  his  ihoulder :  fo  be  (hall  open,  and  none 
Ihall  ftiut,  and  he  (hall  (hut  and  none  (hall  open."  Now,  the 
government  is  committed  to  Chrift,  or  laid  upon  his  (houlder^ 
with  a  three  or  fourfold  folemnity. 

I .  With  the  folemnity  of  an  unalterable  decree :  Pfal.  ii. 
6 — 8.  '*  Yet  have  I  fct  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  of  Zion.  I 
will  declare  the  decree :  the  Lord  hath  faid  unto  me.  Thou  art 
my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee.  Aik  of  me,  and  I  (hall 
give  thee  the-Heathen  for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermoft 
parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  po(rc{rion."  Now,  can  this  decree  of 
Heaven  be  reverfed,  or  thefe  mountains  of  brafs  be  overturned? 
Ko,  furely,  **  the  counfcl  of  the  Lord  (hall  (land  j"  and  therefore 
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the  crown  fliall  ftand  on  the  Redeemer's  head,  mnd  the  govern^ 
ment  lie  upon  his  fhoulder. 

2.  With  the  folemnity  of  a  corenant  tranfaOed  bctwixc 
htm  and  his  eternal  FaUier,  when  the  council  of  peace  was 
between  them  both*  And  what  is  the  iflTue  of  that  grand 
council,  which  was  held  in  heaven,  from  the  ancient  aftes 
of  eternity  \  It  was  juft,  that  the  man^  whofe  name  is  tLt 
Branch,  (hould  come  out  of  his  place^  that  he  (houid  tear  the  g!o^ 
ry^  and  that  he  (hould ^/  and  rule  upon  his  throne^  Zech.  vi.  i2» 

3*  With  the  folemnity  of  an  oath,  ratifying  the  dctermina* 
tioa  of  the  council  of  peace  in  this  matter :  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  3.  4. 
•*  I  have  made  a  covenant  with  my  chofen ;  I  have  fwom  unto 
DavM  my  fervant.  Thy  feed  will  I  eftabliCh  for  ever,  and 
build  up  thy  throne  to  all  generations/'  And  you  fce»  rer.  35*. 
that  in  his  oath  he  impignorates  hia  holinefs,  the  moO:  orient 
and  dazzling  jewel  of  his  crown,  for  the  greater  fecurity, 
"  Once  have  1  fwom  by  my  holinefs,  that  I  will  not  lie  untd 
David,"  i.  e.  I  will  as  focn  ceafe  to  be  a  holy  God,  as  turn  my 
Son  out  of  the  government  1  no,  it  (hall  lie  upon  his  (houlder^ 
as  long  as  I  am  holy,  and  that  is  for  ever  and  ever.  The  go« 
Tcnunem  is  committed  to  him  by  a  folemn  ele£lion  and  inveflU 
tuf e  \  he  was  efe£ied  to  the  government  by  his  own  Father^ 
and  the  joint  concurrence  of  all  the  fubjeds :  If.  xlii.  i.  He 
is  *'  mine  cleft  in  whom  my  foul  delSghteth."  Pfal.  Ixxxix. 
19*  20.  ^  1  have  exalted  one  chofen  out  of  the  people.  I  have 
found  David  my  fervant :  with  my  holy  oil  have  I  anointed 
him."  And  the  whole  family  of  heaven  and  earth  concur  in  the 
choice,  without  a  contradi^ory  voice  :  hence  when  he  mounts 
the  throne,  and  afcends  up  on  high,  they  all  clap  their  hands, 
faying,  asPfal.xlvii.  5.  6.  "Godisgoneup''witha(hout,  the  Lord 
with  the  found  of  a  trumpet.  Sing  praifes  to  God,  fing;  pr^i- 
fes :  (ing  praiies  unto  our  King,  (ing  praifes."  That  pali'age^ 
Rev.  V.  I  u  12.  is  thought  by  fome  judicious  interpreters,  pir- 
ticularly  the  great  Owen,  to  have  a  rcfpect  unto  the  reccptiort 
Chri(t  met  with,  when  he  returned  to  heaven,  and  (at  down 
on  the  throne  in  our  nature :  *^  And  i  beheld,  and  I  heard  the 
voice  of  many  angels  round  about  the  throne,  Rnd  the  beads; 
dnd  the  elders :  and  the  number  of  them  was  t»?n  thoufand 
times  ten  thoufand,  and  thoufands  of  thouf^nds,^  and  what  fny 
thcy  ?  heW  cordially  do  they  give  their  vote,  that  he  (hould 
reign  ?  •*  Saying  with  a  lould  voice,  Worthy  is  the  Limb  that 
was  flain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wlidom,  and 
ilrength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  bleifing.'* 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  was,  to  give  the  reafons  of  the  doc- 
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trine.    Why  is  the  government  laid  upon  his  fhoulder  ?     t, 
anfwer, 

1.  Becaufe  his  (houlder  alone  was  able  to  bear  the  weight  of 
the  adminiftration  and  government  of  the  church.  They  who 
ufurp  the  adminiilration,  take  too  much  .upon  them  :  it  is  a 
burden  too  heavy  for  angels  or  archangels ;  how  then  (hould 
finful  worms  bear  it  ?  God  the  Father  faw  chat  none  in  heaven 
or  earth  but  his  own  eternal  Son  was  match  for  fuch  a  province  s 
and  therefore  commits  it  to  him,  with  a.promife  of  his  owa 
afliflance  in  the  government,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  19 — 21.  "  1  h^ve 
laid  help  upon  one  that  is  mighty.— 1  have  found  him: — I 
have  anointed  him. — With  whom  my  hand  ihall  be  eftablifli- 
cd :  mine  arm  alfo  (hall  ftrengthen  him." 

2.  It  is  laid  upon  his  (houlder,  or  committed  to  hiroi  that  he 
xnight  be  in  better  capacity  for  accomplifhing  the  falvation  of 
his  people,  and  bringing  many  fons  and  daughters  unto  glory^ 
hence  we  find  his  kingdom  and  fal/ation  frequently  joined  tQ«< 
gether ;  "  Thou  art  my  King  of  old,  working  falvation  in  the 
midft  of  the  earth ;"  and  Zech.  ix.  9.  <^  Rejoite  greatly,  O 
daughter  of  Zion  ;  fhout,  O  daughter  of  J^ rufalem  :  behold  thy. 
King  Cometh  unto  thee  ;  he  is  juft,  and  having  falvation.  X^et 
his  kingdom  be  never  fo  low,  his  fubjedts  in  the  worft  of  bon* 
dage  and  mifery,  whether  as  to  the  external  or  internal  man^ 
if  their  Governor  and  King  give  but  the  word  of  command^ 
immediately  deliverance  comes ;  Pfal.  a^liv.  4.  **  Thou  art  my 
King,  O  God,  command  deliverances  for  Jacob.''  His  com- 
mand dried  up  the  Red  Sea,  divided  Jordan,  and  brought  If" 
rael  into  the  promifed  land. 

3.  The  government  is  laid  upon  his  (houlder,  that  he  may 
**  ftill  the  enemy  and  the  avenger,"  that  he  may  refent.  his 
Father's  quarrel  againft  Satan,  and  entirely  bruife  his  head^ 
for  his  defacing  and  (Irikine;  at  his  find  his  Father's  image 
in  our  (irft  parents,  and  difturbing  his  government,  which 
he  had  eftabliihed  in  innocence.  Chrift's  great,  bufinefs, 
when  he  appeared  in  this  world  in  perfon,  and  whea  -he  ap« 
pears  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  ^nd  power  of  his  Spi- 
rit, is  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  tp  rear  up  his  own 
kingdom,  in  the  ruin  of  the  old  ferpent  and  his  feed.  Hence 
it  is,  that  when  he  takes  the  field,  he  gives  the  (hout  of  war 
againd:  that  enemy  and  all  that  join  him,  If.  Ixiii.  4.^  '^  The 
day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  he^rt,  and  the  year  of  my  Rtdeem* 
ed  is  come.*'  .;:.-. 

4-  The  government  is  laid.ppon  his  (houlder,  or  committed 
unto  him,  becaufe  he  hath  a  juft  title  to  it.  .  As,    . 

^Jl^  He  has  a  title  to  it  by  birth.     He  is  God's  firft-born^ 
■  ^.     .       ■   ^    ..  I  and 
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mud  therefore  he  will  make  him  *^  higher  than  the  kings  of  the 
earth  r^  yea,  he  is  "  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.** 

2dly^  He  has  a  title  to  it  by  purchafe.  He  hath  redeem- 
ed his  church  by  his  own  blood,  and  therefore  •  has  the  beft 
fight  to  govern  her  :  hts  crofs  was  the  way  in  which  he 
came  to  tfie  crown ;  he  fuffered,  and  then  entered  into  his 
gk)ry. 

.  3d/)r,  He  has  a  right  to  it  by  his  Father's  promife  and  char- 
ter, granted  him  upon  the  footing  of  his  death  and  fatisfaAion; 
If.  liii.  I2»  "  Therefore  will  1  divide  him  a  portion  with  the 
great,  and  he  fiiall  divide  the  fpoil  with  the  ftrong  :  becaufe 
he  hath  poured  out  his  foul  unto  death;"  and,  Phil  ii.  8.  9.  io« 
we  arc  told,  that  "  becaufe  he  endured  the  crofs,  and  def-nfed 
the  fliamei  therefore  God  alfo  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and 
given  him  a  name  which  is  above  every  name  /' 

^hljf  He  has  a  title  to  it  by  conqueft.  He  invades  the  ter^ 
ritories  of  the  god  of  this  world,  fets  up  his  ftandard  within  hit 
dominions,  and  fpoils  principalities  and  powers,  fcts  the  cap* 
tives  of  the  mighty  at  liberty,  he  travels  in  the  greatncfs  of  his 
ftrengthi  (hewing  himfelf  mighty  tof^vr,  fubdumg  fmners,  and 
bringing  every  thought  into  captivity  to  his  obedience  ;  and  be« 
caufe  he  doth  (b,  therefore  the  government  is  committed  to 
^iniy  and  laid  upon  his  (houlder« 

V.  The j^A  thing  was,  the  Application  of  the  doctrine. 

The  firft  ufe  may  be  of  Information  in  the  following  parti* 
culars.  is  it  fo,  that  the  government  is  laid  upon  the  flioul<- 
4ers  of  the  Redeemer  by  the  ordination  of  the  Father  ?  See 
bence, 

I.  The  wonderful  love  of  God  which  he  bears  to  his  church 
and  people,  in  providing  fuch  a  Ruler  and  Governor  for  them. 
I  rememher  the  <)ueen  of  Sheba,  i  Kings  x.  9.  in  her  addrefs 
to  Solomon,  (he  fays,  '*  Becaufe  the  Lord  loved  Ifrael  for  ever, 
therefore  made  he  thee  king,  to  do  judgement  and  juftice.'* 
^o,  well  may  we  fay  here,  Becaufe  the  Lord  loved  his  church 
and  people,  therefore  he  made  his  own  eternal  Son  King  in 
the  midft  of  her,  and  laid  the  government  upon  his  fhoulders* 
O  what  a  wonderful  evidence  of  his  love  is  this  1  And  fliould 
not  this  make  the~under-governors  oC  the  church  very  tender^ 
and  take  head  of  ruling  with  rigour,  and.to  be  aware  of  what 
rulers  they  fet  over  her  ? 

2*  See  hence  what  a  happy  government  and  adminidration 
believers,  the  faints  of  God,  are  under,  viz.  the  government 
of  the  child  bom,  and  the  fon  given  to  us,  whofe  name  is  the 
Wonderful  J  Counfellor^  &c.  The  queen  of  Sheba,  in  the  plajce 
now  cited,  i  Kings  x.  9.  when  fhe  faw  the  glory  of  Solomon^ 
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and  the  wirdom  of  his  admin iiiration,  her  fpirit  fails  her ;  and^ 
ver.  8.  Ibe  cries  out,  **  Happy  are  thy  men^  happy  are  thtfe  thy 
fervants  which  (land  continually  before  thee>  and  that  hear  thy 
wifdono."  But  *^  behold  a  greater  th^n  Solomon  is  here.**  I^lo** 
mon,  and  all  his  wifdom  and  glory,  was  but  a  faint  type  of 
the  glory  and  wifdom  of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the  glo-> 
ry  of  his  perfon  and  adminiflration ;  and  therefore  upon  iar 
better  ground  we  may  fay  of  the  fubjecls  of  Chris's  kingdom, 
as  Mofes  did  of  IfraeJ^  Deut.  xxxiii.  29.  ^<  Happy  art  thou^ 
O  Ifrael :  who  is  like  unto  thee,  O  people  faved  by.  the  JU>rd^ 
the  (hield  of  thy  help,  and  who  is  the  fword  of  thy  exceUen* 
^y  . 

3.  See  hence  the  mifery  of  a  wicked  unbelieving  world, 
who  will  not  have  htm  to  rule  over  them,  on  whofi^  fiiouidcra 
the  government  is  laid,  but  break  his  bands,  and  caft  away 
his  cords  from  them ;  why,  he  that  fits  in  heaven  fhajl  laugh 
at  their  impotent  attempts  againfl:  the  governmenc  of  his  Scm^ 
and  he  hath  authorifed  him  to  break  all  that  will  not  bow  to 
his  government ;  ^^  Thou  (halt  break  tliera  as  with  a  rod  of 
iron,  thou  (halt  da(h  them  ii)  pieces  Uke  a  pottet^s  veflel/' 
Even  the  great  potentates,  who  wili  not  (loop  unto  him,  he 
<will  cut  them  off*;  for  ^'  he  cuts  6ff  the  fpirit  of  princes,  and  is 
terrible  to  th^  kings  of  the  earth,  and  ftrikes  them  through  vH 
the  day  of  his  wrath,"  Sec. 

4.  Is  it  fo  that  the  government  is  laid  upon  his  (houlders  i 
Then  fee  the  nullity  of  all  aAs,  laws,  and  conftitutipns,  that 
do  not  bear  the  (lamp  of  Chrid,  and  that  are  not  confiftent 
with  the  hws  and  orders  he  has  left  for  the  government  of  his 
church.  They  cannot  mifs  to  be  null,  becaufe  Zion's  King 
never  touched  them  with  his  fceptre,  they  want  a  foundation 
in  the  word  of  Gdd ;  and  unlefs  afls  and  laws  are  founded 
there,  they  have  no  foundation  at  all,  becau(e  there  is  no 
church-authority  but  what  is  derived  from  him. 

5.  See  hence  that  they  run  a  very  dangerous  rlik  who  da 
injury  to  bis  fubjecls,  or  (Irip  them  of  any  of  the  rights,  pri^ 
vileges,  or  immunities  he  has  granted  them,  and  purchafcd  for 
them  with  the  price  of  his  bipod.  Among  other  privileges 
which  2ion'^  King  hath  allowed  his  fobjeSs,  this' is  none  of 
the  lead,  that  they  ihould  have  the  choice  of  thdr  paftorsi 
for  which  caufe  he  hath  required  them  to  try  the  fpiiits  and 
gifts  miniilers  are  endowed  with,  whether  they  be  calculate 
for  the  edification  of  their  fouls,  1  John  iv*  i.  It  is  a  com« 
nr>and  not  given  unto  heritors  and  elders  only,  but  even  to  little 
children,  young  men  and  fathers  *,  ^^  Beloved  (fays  he),  be- 
lieve not  every  fpirir,  but  try  the  fpirxts,"  viz.  of  minifters  and 
preachers^  ^  whether  they  are  of  God  ^  and  the  rca(bn  he 
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jRi^cs  18  rcmarkabic,  in  the  clofc  of  the  verfc,  "  Bccaufc  many 
falfe  prophet8  are  gone  abroad  into  the  world."  And  in 
a  fuicablenefs  to  this  trying  of  the  fpirits  of  the  prophets,  wc 
find,  A£ls  vi.  that  it  was  **  the  multitude  of  difciples,"  that 
by  cxpfcfs  order  are  commanded  to  choofe  out  from  among 
them  «  men  full  of  the  Holy  Ghoft  and  wifdom."  The 
apoftles,  the  extraordinary  officers  in  the  church,  and  who,  one 
would  think,  were  the  mod  competent  judges  of  men  full  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  and  wifdom  ;  yet  they  would  not  take  that 
power  upon  them,  which  is  now  lodged  in  heritors  and  elders* 
I  fear,  the  partiality  (hown  in  our  public  afts,  in  preferring  the 
great,  the  noble,  the  rich  man  with  the  gay  clothing,  before 
the  poor  of  this  world,  whom  generally  God  hath  chofcn,  rich 
in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom,  lay  a  foundation  for  a  con- 
troverfy  between  God  and  this  nation,  which  will  not  foon  be 
at  an  end.  Chrifl's  little  ones  are  but  little  regarded  now* 
a-days }  but  they  who  maltreat  them,  to  gratify  the  grcatefl: 
upon  earth,  will  fmart  for  it  in  the  ifTue.  It  is  an  awful 
word  tittered  by  him  upon  whofe  flioulders  the  go\'smment  is 
laid,  Matt,  xriii.  6.  7.  *•  But  whofo  (hall  ofFcnd  one  of  thefe 
Httle  ones  which  believe  in  me,  it  were  better  for  him  that  a 
milUftone  were  hanged  about  his  neck,  and  that  he  were 
drowned  in  the  depth  of  the  fea.  Wo  unto  the  world  becaufd 
of  ofiences :  for  it  miift  needs  be  that  oflfenccs  come  :  but  wo  to 
that  man  by  whom  the  offence  cometh." 

6.  If  the  government  be  upon  his  (houldcrs,  then  hence  I 
infer,  that  they  have  a  hard  talk  to  manage^  who  attempt  to 
juftle  him  out  of  his  government,  and  take  it  upon  their  own 
ihoulders. 
'    ^ejf.  Who  are  thefe  ? 

I  anfwer,  ifll  Papifts,  who  fet  up  the  nian  of  fin  to  be  the 
head  of  the  church,  calling  him  Chrifl's  vicar.  He  is  Anti* 
chrift,  whom  Chrift  will  deftroy  with  the  breath  of  his  mouthy 
and  the  btightnefs  of  his  coming.    '        . 

2rf/p,  Prelatifts,  who  fet  up  archbiflibps,'  and'  tliocefaii 
bilhops,  in  the  church  of  Chrilt  \  officers  whom  Chrift  never 
ordained  in  his  kingdom,  or  never  were  warranted  by  his  word. 
We  read  of  no  officer  under  th^'Ncw'TeftamAirfupcrior  to  a 
prcfbytet ;:  and  therefore  archbiffiopsand^  bilhops  have  no  war- 
rant in  the  word,  and 'can  be  iione'of  the  officer^  of  Chrilt's 
kingdom.  ' 

^dfy,  Eraflians;  who  take  the  government  off  Chrift*s  (houl- 
dcrs, and  lay  it  upon  the  civil  magillrtate,  putting  it  in  his 
power  to  fcalt  the  government  of  the  church  of  Chri(t  into 
what  rfit^lild  nndfalhion  p  rr.oft  ng-eeablc  unto  his  worldly  jti- 
lerdf."^-  ^Wiiat  ab  aftoiit  -is  it ^ne  unto  the  Sow  of  God,  to 
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have  any  mortal  man  declared  head  in  all  cafes,  not  only  ciyH 
but  eclefiadical  ?  This  was  an  ufurpation  upon  the  crown  of 
Chrift  under  fome  former  reigns,  which  I  am  afraid  is  never  yet 
cleanly  abrogated  or  aboli(hed  to  this  day. 

^hlyj  Thefe  potentates,  who  take  upon  them  to  tole- 
rate any  doftrines  or  any  worfhip  inconfiilent  with  the  doc- 
trine, worfhip,  or  government  Chrlil  hath  e(labli(hed  in  hi& 
kingdom. 

^thly^  Thefe  profeffcd  Pre{byterians,  who  under  that  dif- 
guife  exercife  a  lordly  prelacy  and  dominion  over  the  church 
of  Chrid,  in  thrufting  in  men  upon  congregations  without^ 
and  contrary  to,  the  free  choice  their  King  has  allowed  them.. 
I  fear  there  (hall  be  a  fad  reckoning  ere  all  be  done,  for  the 
violent  rapes  which  are  committed,  upon  the  fpoufe  of  Chrifl: 
up  and  down  the  land.  Chrifl  myftical  ia  wounded  in  the- 
houfe  of  his  profefH^d  friends;  and  it  will  be  a  wondev* 
if  there  be  not  wounds  for  wounds,  before  the  fcene  be  ended* 
For, 

7.  If  the  government  be  upon  Chrid's  (houlder,  then  hence 
I  infer,  that  all  odds  will  be  even,  and  that  Chrift  will  render 
tribulation,  to  thofe  that  trouble,  vex,  and  harafs  his  poor  people, 
in  their  fpiritual  rights  and  privileges.  He  will  arife  for  the 
fighing  of  the  poor,  and  the  cries  of  the  needy;  and  O  when  he 
doth  arife,  the  vengeance  of  his  temple  will  fall  heavy  upon  the 
heads  of  thofe  who  fpoil  iL 

I  conclude  with  an  ufe  of  Confolation  to  the  poor  people  of 
God ;  particularly  to  thofe  that  are  fpoiled  of  their  liberties 
and  privileges^  as  Chriftians  ;  for  though  they  be  forfaken  of 
them  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  take  the  greateft  care  of  them,  yet 
they  are  not  forfaken  of  their  God;  and  our  commiifion 
leads  us  particularly  "  to  ptejm;h  the  gofpcl  to  the  poor,  to  com- 
fort them  that  mourn  in  Zion,  to  give  them  beauty  for  afhes> 
and  the,  oil  of  joy  for  mourning.''  We  are  to  "  ftrengthen  the 
weak  hands,  and  confirm  the  feeble  knees/'  There  are  thelc 
few  grounds  of  confolation  1  offer  you  in  your  prefent  circu al- 
liances.    As^ .      . 

I.  Tour  God  does  not  (land  as  an  unconcerned  fpeflator 
of  the  injuries  ^at  ate  done  you  at  this  day;  no,  he  is  obfer* 
ving,  and  refents  thei  fpoil  that  is  commitcd  upon  you..  .You 
may  read  fon  this  a  challenge,  and  an  awful  challenge  given  on 
their  behalf,  If.  iii.  12—15.  **  ^^  ^^^  "^Y  People,  children  are 
their  oppreflbrs,  and  women  rule  over  them  :  O  my  pedple, 
they  which  lead  thee,  caufe  thee  to  err»  and  iiefiroy  the  way 
of  thy  paths.  The  Lord  ftandeth  up  to  plead,' and  ftaudeth 
to  judge  the  people.  The  Lord  will  ciitcr  into  judgement 
'With  the  anqcnts  of  his  people^,  and  thcfiriaces  th^reofii!  f or 
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ye  have  eat^n  up  the  vineyard  ^  tke  fpoil  of  the  poor  is 
in  your  houfes.  What  mean  -ye  that  ye  b^^rat  my  people 
to  pieces,  and  gri/id  the  faces  of  the  poor  ?  fiith  the  Lord 
God  of  hofts." 

2.  Know  for  your  comfort,  that  God  hath  founded  Zion. 
This  18  a  topic  of  confolation,  which  is  panicularly  prcfented 
unto  the  poor  of  his  people,  and  accordingly  to  He  told  by  the 
meflengers  of  the  nations.  If.  xiv.  32.  *^  What  (h.iil  one  then 
anfwer  the  meflengers  of  the  nation  ?"  (viz  when  they  arc 
inquiring  about  the  ftate  and  circumstances  of  GodV  Ifracl,  in 
a  dark  and  drumbly  day  like  this).  The  anfwer  is>  **  That 
the  Lord  hath  founded  Zion,  and  the  poor  of  his  people  fhall 
truft  in  it;'*  i.  e.  Let  it  be  proclaimed  to  the  world,  that  he 
who  laid  the  foundation  of  Zion,  will  build  her  up ;  and  when 
he  doth  fo,  he  will  appear  in  his  glory,  and  his  poor  prople, 
however  at  under,  (hall  trull  in  it  as  an  unfhake n  truth,  that 
he  who  founded  ZioOi  wiU  take  care  of  her,  and  of  thofe  who 
efpoufe  her  caufe, 

.  3.  Know  that  he  who  hath  the  government  upon  his  fhoul- 
der,  rules  in  the  midft  of  his  enemies^  and  has  fo  much  of 
the  art  of  government,  that  he  botli  can  and  will  bring  good 
out  of  evil,  advantage  to  his  poor  people  out  of  things  tending 
to  their  hurt  and  prejudice.  JacoVs  fons  confpire  again  ft  the 
life  of  their, brother,  they  fell, him  into  the  hands  of, the  Ifb- 
maelitifli  merchants;. they  in  all  thi3  had  no  other  view  but  to 
fatisfy  their  luft  of  revenge  ;  however  God  meant  it  for  good« 
as  was  proved  by  the  event. 

4.  Know  that  the  moft  dark  and  cloudy-Uke  difpenfations 
towards  the  church  and  people  of  God,  are  in  the  event  found 
to  have,  been  pregiiant  with  love  and  inercy ;  he  who  hath 
the  government  upon  his  (boulders  turns  them  fo  about,  as 
they  are  made  to  underftand  his  loving^-iindoefs  in  all  thefe 
things. 

5.  Know  ifor  your  comfort,  that  he  on  whofe  Mulders  the 
goveriunentis  laid^hath  power  to  provide  you  with  honeft  ip'ir 
nifters,notwithftandingof  all  the  bars  that  lie  in  the  wayof  your 
being  comfortabty  provided  ;  yea,  his  power  is  caft  into  a  pro- 
mife,  that  you  may  ^j£|L  f^aith  upon  it.  If.  xxx.  20.  2i.  *'  And 
though  the  Lord  give  you  the  bread  of  adverfity,  and  the  wa- 
ter of  affliction^  yet  (hall  not  thy  .teachers  be  removed  into  a 
comer  any  more^.:but  thine  eyes  (hall  fee  thy  teachei^:  and 
thine  ears  (hall  hear  a  word  behind  thee,  faying,  This  ji  th^ 
wayi  walkye  in  il^.when  ye  turn  to.  the  Tight  hand,,  aft4;  wjien 
ye  turn  to  the*  leftp'*  ,  J^er*  ui.  i6'M/yi.will  give'jrOif-.paftor^ 
according  to  mine  heartjVj^ich.  (hairfced'you  with  knofwledgc 
ai34*iuiderfta9ding.y  .Our.gre^l  Governgi;  luitJi.ib^  ftara  in  his 
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right  handy  and  he  calls  them  forth  by'i^anfi^ :  and  thereford 
**  be  not  afraid,  only  believe.** 

But  now,  to  (hut  up  this  difcourfe,  I  (hall,  i.  Tell  you  fomtf 
of  the  fecrets  of  Chrijl's  government.  2.  Offer  a  few  advices 
to  the  Lord*8  people.      * 

Firfl,  A  few  fecrets  of  Chrill's  government  with  refpe£k  to 
his  people  in  this  world.     As, 

1.  Tiiat  his  public  management  in  providencei  feems  many 
times  to  interfere  with  his  promife ;  as  in  the  cafe  of  Abra- 
ham his  being  commanded  to  facrifice  his  ton,  the  promife  made 
of  the  kingdom  to  David,  .&c. ' 

2.  Hh  afts  of  government  have  a  light  as  well  as  a  dark  fide. 
*'  No  affliftion  for  the  prefent  is  joyous,  but  grievous ;  but 
afterwards  it  yieldeth  tile  J>eaceaWc  fruits  of  Hghteoufnefs.** 

3.  There  k  a  pleafant  regularity  in  all  his  government,  how- 
ever per^)lexed  it  may  appear  unto  us;  and  wheri  the  wotk  13 
done,  fceiTuty  will  anfc  out  df  it,  m  out  o(^thc  chaos  arofe  ft 
beautiful  world.  .     .     .     ,       *        '    '     :\"       ■ 

4.  Ifi  his' adminiftrations  he  hath  I6ng  fetches, 'which  we 
are  not  able  to  difcover,  orfee  to  the  end  of  at  firft  inftanc«6'; 
it  is  only  fome  links,  attd  hot  the  full  chain  of  providence^  that 
lies  pptn  to  us.  God  muft  have  his  own  fime  to  finilh  hid 
work.;''  '"  "         •  ■     » 

5.Hls'adrfiiniftrSftJo1is;many  times  take  very  furpriCng  turfts; 
as  when  Ifrael  was  brougjht  to  the  borders  of  Canaan;  and  they 
expeftlng  immediately  to  enter  upon  the  pbileffioh  of  the  pro- 
mifed  land,,  and  yet  ar?  fent  back  to  tneafurc  the  hills  of  the 
wildtrmeft  for  the  fpace"  of  forty  years.  When  the  dcfijgns  of 
his  admitiiftrati()tl  fcem  to  be  brought  to  the  birth,  fome  new  • 
bccurreh'ce  maycaft  tip,  which  to  our  view  feems  to  rentier  all 
aboni^e.  ■    .         ; 

•  -6.  Thdfe  afts  of  his  govemhient,  which"  feem^to  us  to  por- 
tend utter  rpin  to  the  church  and  his  kingdom  in  the  woiiJ^^ 
ire  Btfrid  t&ht  the  tery  means  fbr'theif  defiveTancc  aiki  out- 
gate.-.  No  ftep  of  providence  fo  much  hfaftened  jofepfh's  pre- 
fetment,  asthat  of  his  1)eiiig  caft  into  prifon,  and  lavd  under 
fetters  of  iron.  IfraeFs  pinch  at  the  Rcd'fia  wi^  the  time  of 
the  Lord^fe  appearing  for  their  delivcty,  ind  tht  rulji  of  Pharac^ 
and  his  hoft.  ;,,...; 

Secondty^  I  conclude  with  a  few*  advices  to 'the  fubjefls 
bf  Ziw,    efpecially  in  this  day  of  tfbttbic,  iand  treading 

^  1.  Keep  the  eyes  of  faith  fij^d  dn  him  wRo  holds  the  hekn; 
»nd  beJitevt^  w^th  ixi  aflured  faith,'  that'**  thfe  Lord  -doth 
reign  -ftS:  ^er,  eWcflf  thy  God,  Cy  {JibnJ  untb  all  -geiWrtefc^ 
«ai)S.-^  ■^'^1!?%at^ighi5^  i^  **  Imiis^nue!,  God  withtWr^^Vot 

-  •^- ■ '  a 


The  Gcvernmeni  upon  ChriJFsJboulder.  23 

a  God  againft  us,  but  **  with  us"  or  "  upon  our  fide  :**  Pfal. 
xlvi.  "  The  Lord  of  hofts  is  with  us,  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our 
refuge  ;  therefore  will  not  we  be  afraid,  though  the  earth  be 
remoTed,**  &c»  ^ 

2.  Keep  the  promife  made  to  the  church  in  your  view,  in , 
the  midft  of  the  darkeft  difpenfations  ;  and  do  not  pore  fo 
much  upon  what  is  before  you  in  the  courfe  of  providence, 
as  upon  the  promife. i.  for  no  nv^n  C90.  know. God's  Igve  pr 
hatred,  by  what  is  before  him  \  but  the  promife  is  the  very 

Ei£):ure  and  immediate  produ£l  of  his  infinite  mind.  David, 
y  poring  upon  the  external  condufl  of  providence,  is  almoft 
carried  down  the  ftream^  to  Atheifm  and  irreligion,  Pfal. 
Ixxiii.  13.  till  he  went  to  the  fan£iuaryt  and  confulted  the 
oracles  of  the  word. 

3.  Wait  on  the  Lord,  and  do  not  make  hade:  "for  the 
Lord  is  a  God'  of  jiidgement ;  and  blefTed  are  all  they  that  wait 
for  him  \  they  (hall  not  be  <aihamcil." 

4.  Lafttji  Commit  your  way  to  the  Lord ;  even  when  you 
walk  in  the  midfl;  of  darkncfs,  cru(l<jn.the  name  of  the  Lptd* 
and  day  yourfelves  upon  your  God  ;  and  fo  ye  (hall  be  kept  in 
perfeft  peace,  and  integrity  and  uprigdtnefs  (hall  prcfcrve  you. 
Keep  yourfelves  in  the  love  and  fear  of  God,  looking  for  that 
blefled  hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God, 
and  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  when  all  \X\c  feeming  crdotks  dE 
|u6  jgoverninent  ihall  be  made  even* 
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A  TREASURE  OF  GOSPEL-GRACE  DIGGED  OUT  OK 
MOUNT  SINAI 


THE  SINJteR'S  CLAIM  OF  RIGHT  CLEARED  FROM,  COIN'S 
i  COVENANT  WITH  ISRAEL  AT  SINAI.       '.      , 


::  ;     A       S    E    R.M    ON 

.     ,         FREACHEbONA   SACRAli^E^TAL  jbCCASION .  :.      . 

AT  KiNGLASdU.    .  .  •>.     . 

•  ..■•..  ::t\r.   )  .'      .;, 

ExoD.  XX.  2.  3,— /  Jiw  iAi?  lard  thy  Go^-'^Tbou  Jbah  have  no 
:    9thff  giids  before  me*   ... 


COLOMONfaya,/*  Where  the  word  of  a  king  is,  there  is 
'^  power  ;"  what  power  then  muft  there  be,  where  the  word 
of  God  is,  who  is  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords  !  Pray, 
Sirs,  notice  and  confider  what  is  (aid,  ver.  i.  "  God  fpake  all 
thefe  words/*  This  is  enough  to  make  heaven  and  earth  to 
liden  with  the  mod  profound  filence  and  adoration.  If.  i.  2* 
*'  Hear,  O  heavens,  and  give  ear,  O  earth,  for  the  Lord  hath 
fpoken.  The  mighty  God  the  Lord  hath  fpoken/*  And  when 
he  fpcaks,  he  **  calls  the  earth  from  the  rifing  of  the  fun  to  the 
going  down  thereof*  to  liften,  and  therefore,  "  O  earth,  earth, 
^arth,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord.  God  fpake  all  thefe  words/* 
This  is  like  the  founding  of  a  trunvpet  before  the  king's  pro- 
clamation. God  fpake  all  the  words  of  this  Bible  in  a  mediate 
way,  by  the  mouths  of  his  holy  prophets  and  apoftles ;  but 
here  God  himfelf  is  the  immediate  fpeaker :  furely  it  muft  be 
fomc  matter  of  vaft  moment,  and  of  the  higheft  importance, 
when  God  himfelf  is  the  preacher.  Well,  what  are  the  words 
God  fpake  in  fuch  an  immediate  manner ;  Anfw.  All  thefe 
words  from  the  2d  verfe.of  this  chapter  to  the  clofe  of  ver.  17. 
And,  Sirs,  I  would  have  you  to  remember,  that  all  thefe  words 
are, fpoken  as  directly  to  you,  and  to  every  foul  hearing  me,  as 
ever  they  were  unto  Ifrael ;  and  you  and  I  are  to  reckon  our- 
felvcs  no  lefs  concerned  now  to  hear  and  regard  them,  than  if 
2  we 
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we  had  been  Handing  at  the  foot  of  Sinai  among  the  children 
of  Ifraei,  when  the  heavenly  trumpet  founded,  and  the  voic^ 
of  Go^  was  uttered  with  fuch  awful  najcfty  as  made  Mofes 
and  all  Ifraei  fall  a-quaking  and  trembling;  for  all  thefe  words 
are  dire^ed  unto  us»  as  much  as  they  were  unto  them.  And 
therefore  do  not  (htft  them,  as  though  they  were  fpoken  only 
to  Ifraei,  or  as  if  they  were  fpok«n  to  others,  and  not  to  you. 
No,  no ;  to  thee,  man,  to  thee,  woman,  God  now  fpeaks  all 
thefe  words  in  this  Bible  ;  and  therefore  hear  and  liAen,  with 
particular  application  of  them  to  thy  own  foul,  as  if  God  were 
calling  thee  out  of  heaven,  by  name  and  (irname.  Two  of 
thefe  ten  words  I  defign  to  fpeak  to,  namely  thefe,  taken  in 
their  con  neAion^  lam  the  Lord  thy  God — Thoujhalt  have  no  other 
gods  before  me. 

Where  two  things  are  confiderable.  i.  A  great  and  graci- 
ous promife,  even  the  leading  promife  of  the  covenant,  /  am 
the  Lord  thy  God.  2.  A  great  and  gracious  law  or  com- 
mandment, founded  upon  the  covenant- promife  and  grant  \  a 
law,  the  obligation  whereof  the  very  light  of  nature  cannot 
ihake  off;  Thoujhalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me. 

I.  We  have  a  great  promife  or  new  covenant -gran  t ;  I  am 
the  Lord  thy  God.  The  greateft  word  ever  God  fpake  (ince  the 
fall  of  Adam  !  for  here  he  not  only  fpeaks  forth  his  own  glory 
and  tranfcendant  being,  but  he  fpeaks  over  himfelf  unto  us  as 
our  God.  Here  is  a  promife,  yea,  fomething  more  than  a  pro- 
mife. A  promife  is  commonly  exprefled  with  refpe£t  to  iht 
time  to  come,  concerning  fomething  God  hath  a  mind  to  do 
hereafter ;  but  here  God  fpeaks  in  the  prefent  time,  I  am  the 
Lord  thy  God ;  i,  e.  Now  while  1  am  fpeaking,  from  this  mo- 
ment 1  become  your  God ;  and  from  this  time  forward  you 
may  claim  me  as  fuch,  and  hold  me  to  it,  by  this  my  grant 
that  1  make  of  myfelf  unto  you.  God's  covenant  of  promife 
is  not  a  thing  pad,  or  a  thing  to  come  only ;  but  a  thing  pre- 
fent, I  am  the  Isord  thy  God.  Faith  never  wants  a  foundation; 
no,  it  is  always  invariably  the  fame  :  and  if  our  faith  did  bear  a 
jult  proportion  unto  the  ground  of  faith  in  the  covenant,  we 
would  not  be  up  and  down  in  our  believing.;  no,  we  would  be 
always  believing,  and  that  with  the  fullelt  aflurance  of  faittu 
There  is  a  twofold  title  by  which  God  defcribes  himfelf  here 
in  this  covenant-grant ;  the  One  is  eOential  and  the  other  re- 
lative, f  I.)  The  eflcntial  title  is  Jehovah  ;  thb  force  of  which 
is  opened.  Rev.  i.  4..  ''  He  that  is,  that  was,  and  is  to  come." 
And  it  implies  his  felf-exiftence,  that  he  hath  his  being  of  hia>- 
felf,  independent  of  all  other  beings  ;  and  that  he  giveth  being 
to  all  other  beings  whatever,  in  heaven  above,  or  in  the  earth 
beneath/    The  Jews  think  this  name  fo  facrcd,  that  they  judge 

Vol.  IL  D  it 
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H  unlawful  to  pronounce  it»  It  is  a  name  common  to  each 
perfon  of  the  glorious  Trinity,  Father^  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
who  arc  one  God.  Chrift  is  called  Jjehovahj  fiequently  in 
the  fcripture,  as  well  as  the  Father,  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  "This  « 
his  name  whereby  he  ihall  be  called,  Jehovah,  our  righteouf- 
nefs."  And  we  have  very  good  ground  to  think  that  it  was 
Jehovah,  in  the  perfon  of  the  eternal  Son,  that  fpake  all  thefc 
words  from  the  cop  of  Sinai,  unto  Ifrael,  as  we  may  have  oo 
cafion  to  clear  more  fully  afterwards.  (2.)  Another  title 
'whereby  he  here  defcribes  himfelf  is  relative  ;  thy  God.  This 
is  it  that  fweetens  the  name  of  Jehovah  unto  us ;  he  is  Je- 
hovah our  God.  The  terror  of  his  amazing  and  infinite  great- 
nefs  were  enough  to  affright  and  adonHh  all  mankind ;  but 
when  he  fays,  /  am  thy  God,  even  thy  own  God ;  not  an 
Bvcnging  God,  to  execute  the  penalty  of  the  broken  law  upon 
thee,  but  a  "  God  with  thee,  a  God  on-  thy  fide,"  to  pity> 
pardon,  and  defend  thee,  a  **  God  gracious  and  mercifHl,  a- 
Dundant  in  goodnefs  and  in  truth  ;*'  this,  O  this  !  renders  his  • 
name  Jeek>yah  amiable  and  dcHrable. 

2.  In  the  words  we  have  a  law  or  commandment,  fuited  un- 
to, and  founded  upon,  this  covenant  grant  i  Thou  (halt  have  ntt 
other  gods  lefore  me*  This,  as  many  of  the  reft  of  the  com- 
xnandments  are,  is  delivered  in  negative  terms,  prohibiting  and 
forbidding,  ^'  the  denying,  or  not  worfliipping  and  glorifying 
*'  the  true  God,  as  God  and  our  God  ;  and  the  giving  of  that 
**  worihip  and  glory  to  any  other  which  is  due  to  him  alone.'* 
And  this  law,  or  commandment,  as  the  generality  of  the  other 
commandments,  is  delivered  in  negative  terms,  becaufe  of  the 
perpetual  propenCty  of  our  natures,  fihcc  the  fall  to  depart 
from  the  Kving  God  through  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief.  But 
although  the  command  be  delivered  in  negative  terms,  yet 
the  contrary  pofitive  duty  is  manifeftly  included  in  it,  or  under 
it ;  namely,  "  to  know  and  acknowledge  God  to  be  the  only 
•*  true  God,  and  our  God;  and  to  woffliip  and  glorify  him 
•*  accordingly;*'  as  is  well  expreffed  in  our  Catechifm.  As  for 
thefe  words,  Brfore me yOt  before  myface^  as  it  may  be  read:  this 
ex  predion  plainly  teaches  us,  that  an  omnifcient  and  ail- feeing 
God,before  whom  all  thingsare  open  and  naked,  and  who  <'  fets 
our  mod  fecret  fins  in  the  light  of  his  countenance,''  taketh 
notice  of,  and*  is  much  difpleafed  with,  the  fin  of  having 
^tky  other  God  ;  and  confequently  is  well  pleafed  with,  the 
Tmner  who  knows  and  acknowlc!^e5  him  as  the  only  true 
God,  and  his  own  God,  asccording  to  tlie  gift  of  the  cove« 
Slant,  which  is  the  foundation  of  our  claim  to  him.  From 
jwhich  words, 

Observe^ 
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Observe,  ^<  That  m  God  is  the  Lord  and  our  God  by  bis  own. 
free  gift  in  a  covenant  of  grace,  fo  it  is  his  royal  wiJl  and 
pleafure,  intimated  to  us  in  the  firfl;  commandi\ient  of  his 
law,  that  we  (hould  know  and  acknowledge  him  to  be  our 
own  God,  upon  the  ground  of  that  covenant- grant." 

I  have  framed  the  dodrtne  almoft  in  the  words  of  our  Lefi- 
er  Catechifm,  opening  up  the  import  of  this  promifo  and 
preceptor  And  O  that  I  could  make  all  this  company,  and 
the  whole  world  of  mankind,  if  i  had  accefs,  to  undcriland 
what  a  glorious  and  rich  treafure  they  have  among  dieir  hands 
when  they  hear  thefe  words  repeated,  or  repeat  them  chem- 
felves,  I  am  the  Lord  iby  God*  Thou  Jbalt  have  m  other  gods 
hefrrs  me.  Alas !  there  are  many  have  thefe  words  by  rote, 
who  never  confider  what  is  in  them  :  juft  like  a  company 
of  people  travelling  the  highway  where  an  immeofe  trea- 
Aire  lies  under  their  feet  9  they  pafs  and  repafs  it,  but  mifs  the 
treafure,  becaufe  they  never  dig  into  the  field  -,  fo  people  read 
and  repeat  thefe  words,  and  lo(e  God  and  eternal  life,  that  lie 
hid  in  them,  becaufe  they  do  not  advert  to  what  they  are  fay-* 
ing  or  reading. 

But,  O  Sirs,  let  me  befeech  and  intreat  you,  for  youx  fouls 
fake,  to  paufe  a  little,  and  confider  what  is  in  thefe  words,  lam 
thi  Lord  thy  God.  Thou  Jhalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me. 
Tou  and  I,  by  the  breach  and  violation  of  the  firft  covenant, 
in  our  father  Adam,  loft  our  God ;  and  ever  fince,  every  man 
'  and  woman  is  '*  without  God  in  the  world ;"  and  being  with- 
out God,  we  are  without  hope,  without  help,  without  grace, 
light,  life,  -ftrength,  or  any  thing  that  is  good.  When  we 
loft  our  God,  we  loft  all,  and  loft  it  to  all  intents  and  purpofes* 
Well,  Itet,  Sirs,  I  tell  you  glad  tidings  of  the  greateft  joy  that 
ever  mankind  heard  fince  the  fall  of  Adam ;  here  you  have 
your  God,  whom  you  loft  by  the  firft  covenant,  coming  back 
again  to  you  in  a  new  covenant,  a  covenant  of  grace,  and  faying 
to  every  one  of  you,  /  am  the  L^rd  thy  God :  he  becomes  our 
God,  not  upon  the  footing  of  works,  but  of  free  grace.  And  be- 
caufe the  finner,  through  a  fenfe  of  guilt  and  wrath,  might  be 
ready  to  fcare  and  fay,  O  1  cannot  think  that  God  is  fpeaking 
to  me,  when  he  fays,  lam  the  L$rd  thy  God  J  1  doubt,  may  the 
(inner  fay,  if  1  be  warranted  to  claim  him  as  my  God,  who 
have  forfeited  all  claim  and  title  to  him.  In  anfwer  unto  this, 
confider,  that  a  royal  law  is  iflu€dout,yea,  the  very  law  of  nature, 
written  at  firft  upon  Adam's  heart,  is  repeated  and  adapted 
unto  the  difpenfation  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  binding  and 
obliging  every  one,  to  whom  thefe  prefcnts  are  intimated,  to 
take  him  as  their  God  in  Chrift,  upon  the  footbg  of  this  new 

covenant. 
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covenant.  And  it  is  remarkable,  how  Infinite  Wifdom  oae« 
wits  the  policy  of  hell,  and  iurtts  the  coun/et  thereof  intofo$Iifi^ 
fiefs.  Satan  ruins  mnn  by  tempting  him  to  break  the  law,  and 
fo  to  affront  God  in  his  authority  and  fovereignty.  Well,  but 
God  takes  the  very  6r{l  comnaandment  of  that  Jaw.  which 
Adam  broke,  and  brings  it  in  under  a  new  covenant,  the 
fum  of  which  is  this,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God :  and  fo  makes 
that  very  law  fubfervient  to  man^s  recovery,  9nd- his*  great- 
eft  warrant  to  lay  claim  to  Jehovah  as  his  God.  Sq  that 
you  fee,  this  firft  commandment  ia  this  :fituatioii,  conne£i«- 
ed  with  the  preface^  is  juft  big  and  pregnant  with  ama-r 
:zing  grace  and  love.  Biit  this  will  yet  further  appear  in  the 
profecution  of  this  fubjeft,  which  I  fhall  attempt  to  fpeak 
to  in  the  following  order  and  method,  through  divine  afliftr 
ance.  .         » 

I.  To  fpeak  a  Iktlc  of  this  covenant-promife,  I  apt  the  Lordi 
thy  God. 

II.  To  fpeak  a  little  of  the  precept,  Thou /halt  hav€  w  other 
gods  before  me. 

III.  To  inquire  a  little  into  the  conne£tioa  betwixt  thefe 
two. 

IV.  Apply  the  whole. 

I.  The jfirfi  thing  is,  to  fpeak  a  Utile  of  this  covenant-promife^ 
1  am  the  Lord  thy  God.  And  here  1  (hall,  i.  Offer. a  few  ge- 
neral remarks  concerning  this  fundamental  promife  or  grant  o^ 
the  covenant.  2.  Inquire  a  little  more  particularly  into  the 
import  of  it ;  or  what  that  is  which  God  promifes  when  he  fays 
fo. 

Firft^  I  would  offer  a  few  general  remarks  concerning, 
this  great  covenant  grant  and  promife,  1  am  the  Lord  thy  God. 
As, 

I.  I  remark,  that  this,  as  all  the  other  promifes,  is  in  Chrifi ^ 
my  meaning  is,  that  it  goes  upon  a  ranfom  found,  and  a  fatisr 
fa£lion  paid,  unco  juflice  by  Chrift  our  glorious  Surety.  Sirs, 
be  aware  of  imagining,  that  an  abfolute  God,  or  a  God  out  of 
Chrift,  utters  this  promife  :  no,  no  ;  an  abfolute  God  is  a  con-, 
fuming  fire  unto  guilty  (inners,  and  he  could  never  fpeak  in 
fuch  a  dialed:  to  any  of  the  (inful  rebellious  race  of  Adam,  in 
a  confiflency  with  the  honour  of  his  holinefs,  juilice,  and  fove- 
reignty, which  were  oflFcnded  and  affiopted  in  ihe  violation  of 
his  royal  law.  Unlefs  the  Son  of  God  had  promifed,  as  our 
Surety,  to  pay  the  infinite  ranfom  that  juitice  demanded,  none 
of  Adam's  pofterity  had  ever  heard  anv  thing  but  the  terrible 
thunders  of  his  wrath  and  juftice  puriuing  theni  for  fin.     Sq 

that 
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tliat  tWcotrenant  grant  or  promife,  as  well  as  the  other  de- 
clarations of  the  grace  and  love  of  God  in  che  word  to  perilh- 
ing  (inners,  muft  needs  go  upon  the  footing  of  the  blood  and 
fatisfa£tion  of  Jefus :  2  Con  v.  19.  *^  God  was  in  Chrift,  recon- 
ciling the  world  unto  bimfclfj  not  imputing  their  trefpafTes  un- 
to tliem ;  and  hath  committed  unto  us  the  word  of  reconcilia- 
tion." And  therefore^  Sirs,  whenever  you  read  or  hear  a  word 
of  grace  from  God,  think  upon  Chrinii  in  and'through  whom 
only,  God  is  a  God  of  peace ;  and  let  your  foul  fjy,  '^  O  thanks 
hfi  unto  God  for  his  unfpeakable  gift !" 

2.  It  is  more  than  probable,  that  it  was  God  in  the  perfon 
of  his  eternal  Son,  that  uttered  all  thefe  words  at  mount  Sinai ; 
and  this  promife  in  particular,  wherebjn  the  law  was  ulhered 
in.  Here  was  a  parliament,  or  general  afTembly  of  angels, 
called  at  mount  Sinai ;  and  Chrid  the  grrat  Angel  of  the  co« 
venant  was  the  prefident,  or  great  Lord-fpeaker.  This  I  ga- 
ther from  Pfal.  Ixviii.  vcr.  17.  and  18.  compared.  Ver.  17.  it 
is  faid,  *^  The  chariots  of  God  are  twenty  thoufand,  evei> 
thoufands  of  angels :  the  Lord  is  among  them  as  in  Sinai,  in 
the  holy  place.*'  Well,  what  Lord  was  it  that  was  among  them 
at  Sinai  ?  "  Even  that  fame  Lord,**  ver.  iS.  '*  who  afcended  up 
on  high,  and  led  captivity  captive,  and  received  gifts  for 
men/'  &c.  See  alfo  to  the  fame  purpofe,  A6ts  vii.  37.  38. 
compared.  Ver«  37.  *'  A  prophet  (hall  the  Lord  your  God 
raife  up  unto  you,  of  your  brethren,  like  unto  me  ;  him  (hall 
ye  hear."  Chriil  is  that  great  prophet.  But  then  notice  what 
follows,  ver.  38.  "  This  is  he  that  was  in  the  church  in  the 
wildernefs,  with  the  angel  which  fpake  to  him"  (viz*  unto 
Mofes  and  the  children  of  Ifrael)  *^  in  the  mount  Sinai,  and 
with  our  fathers.*'  So  that  it  was  Chrift  the  Son  of  God  that 
fpake  all  thefe  words  in  mount  Sinai,  faying,  lam  tie  Lord  thy 
God  J  which  have  brought  thee  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt  ^  out  of  the 
boufe  of  bandage.  Thou  fbalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me^  &c, 
-And  by  the  way,  this  lurni(he8  us  with  a  notaole  confuta- 
tion of  the  Arians,  who  deny  Chrift  to  bq  a  fupreme,  felf- 
exiftent,  and  independent  God.  Who  did  ever  doubt,  that  it 
was  the  fupreme  God,  the  felf-exiftent  God,  that  fpake  all  thefe 
words,  and  delivered  the  law  with  fuch  awful  folemnity  at 
mount  Sinai  I  Yet,  from  what  I  was  faying,  it  appears,  that  it 
was  none  other  than  Chrift  the  eternal  Son.  But  more  of  this 
\&,  the  application. 

3. 1  remark,  that  this  covenant  grant  and  promife  is  the  fame 
upon  the  matter  with  the  promile  God  Lad  made  unto  Abra- 
ham feveral  hundred  of  years  before.  Now,  God's  promife  to 
Abraham  was,  **  1  will  be  tny  God>  and  the  God  of  thy  feed:" 
and  here  hs  meets  with  his  feed  at  oinai,  and  repeats  what  he 

had 
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had  faid  to  tkeir  fathers,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacobs  faying,  / 
am  the  Lord  thy  Gffd';  i,  e,  I  am  the  very  fame  ^nromifing  God 
that  fp^ake  unto  Abraham,  and  what  I  faid  unta  hkn,  I  fay  it 
over  again  unto  you  his  poflerity,  and  giveth€  lame  ground  for 
your  faith  that  he  had  ;  as  I  was  his  God,'fo  lam  the  Lordth^ 
God.  God  does  not  come  and  go  upon  his  promife,  he  is  not 
ya  and  nay :  he  does  not  make  a  p;omife  one  day,  and  retraft 
it  another  •,  no,  it  is  always  yea  and  amen.  He  does  not  Ipeak 
of  the  promife  made  to  Abraham  as  a  thing  out  of  d^c  after 
fo  many  years  ;  no,  It  is  as  frcflr  and  green  with  mc  aa  the 
firft  day  I  made  it,  /  am  ftill  the  Lord  thy  God,  The  promife 
is  renewed  in  their  own  perfons  inimediately  by  God,  and  they 
have  as  good  a  foundation  laid  by  this  means,  as  CYcr  Abraham 
had^  who  believed  without  itaggering. 

4.  Thefc  words,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God^  contain  the  leading 
promife  of  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  and  there  is  mote  in  them 
thin  hcarc  can  conceive,  or  tongue  exprcfs ;  for  here  is  an  in- 
rfinite  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  making  over  him- 
fclf  in  two  or  three  words  to  man  upon  earth.  O  what  cixi 
he  give  more  than  himfelf !  and  what  will  he  not  give  when  he 

fives  himfelf!  Rom.  vni.  32.  "  He  that fpared  not  his  own  Son, 
ut  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  will  he  not  with  htm 
alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ?** 

5.  This  promife  is  fo  framed  by  Infinite  Wifdom,  as  to  point 
to  every  individual  perfon  in  the  camp  of  Ifrael.  It  is  not  ye 
colleftively,  but  thou  in  the  fingular,  as  if  he  fpake  to  every 
individual  perfon  in  the  camp,  and  every  man  was  to  look  to 
it  as  pointing  at  him  in  particular*,  like  a  well  drawn  pi£ture, 
it  looked  every  man  in  the  camp  ftraight  in  the  face.  And 
not  only  did  this  promife  point  to  every  man  and  woman  there 

{>refent  at  mount  Sinai,  when  the  law  was  delivered,  but  it 
coked  forward  to  all  fucceeding  generations,  and  every  man 
and  woman  th^t  (hould  fpring  of  them  ;  for  this  "  promife 
was  to  them,  and  to  their  feed.'*  So  that  no  fooncr  did  any 
of  the  pofterity  of  Abraham  come  into  the  world,  but  God 
faid  to  him,  as  much  as  to  the  men  that  were  at  the  foot  of 
Sinai,  J  am  the  Lord  thy  God.  And  no  fooner  did  one  of  the 
Gentile  nations  join  himfelf  to  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael, 
but  immediately  he  found  the  God  of  Ifrael  faying  to  him, 
lam  the  Lord  thy  God :  and  in  this  rcfpe£l,  this  promife  was 
a  door  of  faith  opened  unto  the  Gentiles,  even  before  the  co- 
ming of  Chrift.  And  when  Chrift  came  in  the  flcfh,  and  by 
his  death  and  refurreftion,  and  publication  of  the  everlafting 
gofpel  unto  the  Gentile  world,  broke  down  the  partition-wall 
betwixt  them  and  the  Jews,  this  promife,  as  well  as  the  law 
fubjoincd  thereunto,  extended  itfelf,  not  only  to  the  Jews  and 

their 
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their  fc^d,  but  to  the  Gentiles,  who  were  "  afar  off,  and  to  as 
many  as  the  Loi:d  our  God  (hall  call"  by  the  found  of  the  gof* 
pel-trumpet.  So  that  pow,  under  the  New  Teftament|  this 
promtfe  becomes  a  ground  of  faith  unto  us,  as  well  as  unco 
them ;  and  we  have  the  fame  intereft  in  it  that  they  had.  But| 
to  clear  this,  I  (hall  add, 

6.  A  fixth  remark,  namely,  that  this  promife  may  be  con* 
iidered  in  a  threefold  fituation ;  either  as  it  is  in  the  heart 
of  God,  or  as  it  is  in  the  word  of  God,  or  as  in  the  hand  of 
faith. 

ift^  As  it  is  in  jthe  heart  of  God,  or  in  his  counfel  or  decree. 
And  when  viewed  in  this  fituation,  it  is  peculiar  only  to  his 
chofen  people,  whom  he  has  **  loved  with  an  everlafting  love" 
before  the  foundations  of  the  world.  But  as  it  is  in  God's 
heart,  it  is  not  an  obje^l  of  faith  unto  any  of  Adam's  poile- 
rity;  no,  not  to  the  ele£t  themfelves,  becaufe  they  do  not 
know  that  they  are  among  the  number  of  the  tle£t  till  ihtj  be 
a£lually  believers :  no  man  can  fay^  at  the  firft  inftant,  in  a 
way  of  believing,  The  Lord  is  my  God^  upon  the  ground  of 
ele£iing  love.  So  diat  the  promife  in  this  fituation,  being,  all 
one  with  the  decree,  muft  be  laid  afidc  as  an  objet^  of  faith 
at  the  firft  inftance. 

:  2dly^  The  promife  may  be  viewed  as  fituate  in  the  word, 
as  it  is  publiflied  and  proclaimed  to  the  vifible  church,  '^  to 
whom  belong  the  adoption,  and  the  giving  of  the  law,  and  the 
promifes."  View  it  in  this  fituation,  it  is  a  ground  of  faith 
to  every  one  that  hears  it-  God  faid  to  every  man  in  the 
camp  of  Ifrael,  and  he  fays  to  every  man  and  woman  in  the 
vifible  church,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  Thou  Jbtdt  have  no 
other  gods  before. me.  And  the  man  or  woman  that  does  not 
know  and  acknowledge  God  as  his  God  in  Chrift,  upon  the 
ground  of  the  promife,  confidered  in  this  fituation,  (in  the 
vpord),  as  it  is  held  forth  in  common  to  all  as  the  objed  and 
ground  of  faith,  at  once  rebels  againft  the  authority  of  God 
in  the  command,  and  gives  the  lie  to  his  faithfulnefs  enpraged 
in  the  promife.  And,  therefore,  "  Let  us  fear,  left  a  promiCe 
being  left  us  of  entering  into  his  reft,  any  of  us  ihouid  conu; 
ihort  of  it ;  for  unto  us  is  this  gofpel  preached,  as  well  as  unto 
them/'  Hcb.  iv.  i.  2. 

^dly^  This  promife  is  alfo  to  be  confidered  as  in  the  hand 
of  faith,  or  as  it  is  applied  and  pofiefled  in  a  way  of  beltc^ 
ving.  And,  in  this  fituation,  it  is  only  peculiar  to  a  belie- 
ver to  have  the  Lord  as  his  God;  becaufe  it  is  only  he 
that  has  a  faving  intereft ;  it  is  he  only  wl^fe  *^  foul  hath 
faid  unto  the  Lord^  Thou  art  my  Lordj"  upon  a  covenant- 
ground. 

Secondly^ 
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Secondly^  I  come  to  ioquire,  what  may  be  the  import  of  thitf 
promife,  or  of  this  covenant-gran t|  that  is  here  laid  as  a  foun-^ 
dation  of  faith  unto  Ifrael^  and  unto  the  church  in  all  fucceed* 
ing  generations. 

Before  I  go  on,  I  would  put  you  in  mind  of  what  I  faid 
already,  viz.  that  this  covenant-grant  or  promife  goes  upon 
the  ground  of  a  ranfom  found,  and  fatisfa£kion  paid  unto  juf- 
tice ;  upon  which  account  only  God's  anger  is  turned  away, 
and  he  comforts  us  with  fuch  declarations  of  his  grace  as  this 
in  my  text,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God.  In  which  words,  I  con- 
ceive he  promifes  thefe  three  or  four  things,  not  to  multiply 
particulars. 

1.  The  infinite  God,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghofl;,  makes 
over  himfclf  by  covenant  as  the  foul's  portion  and  inheritance 
for  ever.  And  O  what  a  vaft,  large,  and  glorious  inheritance 
is  this  !  O  Sirs,  when  God  fays,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God^  he 
fays  more  than  if  he  had  faid.  Heaven  is  thine,  earth  i&  thine, 
the  glories  l>f  both  are  thine!  There  is  fomethingin  this  pro-^ 
mifc,  that  "  eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  hath  it 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceive,"  &c.  No  wonder 
ttiough  David  cried  out  upon  the  views  of  the  Lord's  beings 
the  portion  of  his  cup^  Pfal.  xvi.  6.  "  The  lines  are  fallen  unto 
me  in  pleafant  places,  yea,  I  have  a  goodly  heritage."  O  it  is  a 
furprifing  armsful  the  foul  has,  when  by  faith  it  grafps  an  in- 
finite God  in  this  little  word,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God! 

2.  When  he  fays,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  Gody  he  in  effeft  fays. 
All  that  I  have  I  make  it  over  unto  you.  And  O  when  he  makes 
a  grant  of  himfelf,  what  elfe  will  he  with-hold !  "  He  that  fpared 
not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,  how  will 
he  not  with  him  alfo  freely  give  us  all  things  ?"  Rom.  viii.  32. 
Has  he  life  ?  Yea,  he  is  the  fountain  of  life.  Well,  in  this 
promife  he  gives  life  unto  thee,  *^  Becaufe  1  live,  ye  fhall  live 
alfo."  Has  he  light  in  himfelf  ?  Yea, "  God  is  light,  and  wich 
him  is  no  darknefs  at  all."  Well,  ^^  he  ihali  be  thy  everlafting 
light,  and  thy^God  thy  glory .*'  Has  he  love  ?  Yea,  "  Gk)d  is 
love.'*  Well,  he  who  fays  he  is  thy  Godj  •*  will  (hed  abroad 
his  love  upon  thy  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  circumcife 
thy  heart  to  love  him.*'  Has  he  honour  ?  Yea,  **  his  work 
is  honourable  and  glorious."  Well,  thou  (halt  be  preferred ; 
if  thou  take  him  as  thy  God,  thou  ihalt  have  a  **  place  among 
them  that  ftand  by"  about  his  throne.  Has  he  riches  ?  Yea, 
"  honour  and  riches  are  with  me."  Well,  "  he  will  fill  all 
thy  treafures*'  with  gold  better  than  the  gold  of  Ophir.  Has 
be  *.*  rivers  of  pJeafures,  and  fulnefs  of  joy  in  his  prefence, 
and  at  his  right-hand  ?"  Well,  <^  the  times  of  refrefhing  (hall 
come  forth  from  his  prefence"  into  thy  fouK  •     . 

,^     ,  2  3.  Whea 
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3.  When  he  fays  7  tf iw  the  Lord  thy  God,  he  engages  thit 
all  the  attributes  and  perfections  of  his  glorious  nature  ih  ill 
jointly  confpire  and  be  forthcoming  for  thy  good  C)  S  rs, 
immediately  upon  the  breach  of  the  firft  covenant,  all  the  at- 
tributes of  God  put  on  an  air  of  wrath  and  vengeance  again  it 
man;  hence  Adam,  after  ke  had  Cnned,  falls  a  trembling, 
and  flets  in  among  the  thickets  of  Paradifc  to  hide  himlclt. 
But  0*1  the  divine  attributes,  as  they  ihine  in  the  face  of  our 
Immanuel,  and  are  difpiayed  through  his  blood  and  fatiiifac* 
tion,  appear  with  an  air  of  grace,  love,  and  pity,  inviting  finners 
to  come  and  ihelter  themfelves  under  them,  from  the  wrath 
and  curfe  due  to  them  for  fin.  So  that  when  God  f  .yb,  I  am 
the  Lord  thy  Codj  it  is  upon  the  matter  as  if  he  fhould  fay,  O 
impotent  and  helplefs  finner,  come  under  my  (hadow,  take 
me  as  thy  own  God,  and  my  power  (hall  be  employed  to  hvr!p 
and  proted  thee.  O  foolifh  and  bewildered  finner,  my  viif. 
dom  (hall  be  thine,  to  dire£):  and  indrudl  the^.  O  polluted 
£nner,  who  halt  "  lien  among  the  pots,**  my  holintfs  (hall  fanc- 
tify  thee,  and  "make  thee  Jike  the  wings  of  a  dove,"  &c.  •  O 
guilty  finner,  my  mercy  (hall  pardon  theeVjca,  my  juilice 
fliall  acquit  thee,  on  the  fcore  of  the  ranfom  that'l  have  found  z 
my  goodnefs  (hall  fupply  all  thy  need,  and  my  truth  and  faith- 
fuinefs  is  impignorate  to  accompliih  all  the  promifes  unto  thee : 
my  omnifcient  eye  (hall  "  run  to  and  fro,  through  the  whole 
earth,  to  (hew  myfclf  ftrong  on  thy  behalf :"  my  providence 
ihall  be  employed  to  manage  all  things  for  thy  good  and  advan<« 
taffe :  '^  I  will  ride  in  the  heavens  for  thy  help,  and  in  mine  ex* 
ccflency  on  the  (kies." 

4.  lam  the  Lord  thy  Gods  «•  ^«  Whatever  I  the  infinite  and 
eternal  God  can  do  for  thy  advantage,  it  (hall  not  be  wanting*. 
And  O  what  cannot  the  arm  of  omnipotency  do !  "  he  doth 
great  things,  yea,  wonders  without  number."  ■  What  wonders 
has  God  wrought  for  his  children  and  people,  in  all  ages  of 
the  world  ?  It  was  he  that  faved  Noah  by  water  from  perifh- 
ing  in  the  flood.  It  was  he  that  made  a  lane  for  (frael  through 
the  deeps,  as  if  it  had  been  drv  land.  It  was  he  that  diiTol- 
vcd  the  flinty  rock  into  floods  of  water,  fufpended  the  fury  of 
the  devouring  flames,  and  (lopped  the  courfc  of  the  fun.  "  His 
hand  is  not  (liortened,  that  it  cannot  fave."  Now,  whatever 
that  omnipotent  arm,  that  "  ftretched  out  the  heavens,  and 
laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  can  do  for  thy  falvation,  it 
(hall  not  be  wanting.  All  this,  and  infinitely  more  than  I  can 
name,  is  wrapped  up  in  the  bofom  of  this  covenant-grant, 
which  is  here  laid  as  the  foundation  and  ground  of  our  faith, 
lam  the  Lord  thy  God.  And  thus  much  concerning  the  pro- 
mife. 

Vol.  II.  E  II.  The 
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II.  Thtfecond  thing  propofed  was,  to  fpeah  a  little  cf  the  pre^ 
cept  fubjoined  or  annexed  unto  this  covenant  promife^  Thoujbalt 
have  no  other  gods  before  me.  And,  in  fpeaking  to  the  precept> 
I  (hall  obfervc  the  fame  method  as  in  difcourfing  upon  the 
promife;  i.  By  premifing  fome  remarks.  2.  Inquire  mco  its 
import.  . 

Firfl.  I  would  ofFcr  fonie  remarks  upon  it.     As, 

I.  I  remark,  that  as  the  promife,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God^  is 
given  forth  by  a  God  in  Chrift ;  fo  the  precept  in  tl^is  fitua- 
tion  mud  needs  come  from  the  fame  fountain.  This  law  or 
commandment  mud  be  viewed  as  in  the  hand  of  a  Mediator^ 
and  not  of  an  abfolute  God.  The  reafon  is  plain,  becaufe  the 
command  obliges  us  to  have  him  as  our  God,  to  love  and  truft 
him  as  our  qy^u  Qod,  which  a  fmner  cfinnot  do,  bpt,  only  as  he 
is  10  Chrid.  Here  the  command  ftands  under  a  covenant  of 
grace,  as  is  evident  from  the  preface.  Indeed,  if  that  glorious 
preface,  or  covenant*grant,  lam  the  LfOrdthy  God,  had  not  gone 
before  the  con^rnand,  we  might  have  taken  it  as  coming  froai 
an  abfolute  G6d  ;  but,  taking  the  precept  in  conne£lion  with 
th^  preface,  we  mud  needs  take  up  the  law  here  as  in.  the  ban4 
^f  a  reconciled  God  in  Ghrid,  and  a^  coming  from  that  glorious 
fountain.  And  therefore  let  us  fay,,  with  the  church,  "  The 
I^rd  is  our  judge,  the  Lord  is  our  lawgiver,  the  Lord  is  our 
king,  and  be  will  fave  us."   ;         . 

2-  This  commandment  of  the  law,  Thonfhalt  have  ne  other 
gods  before  me^  natrons  and  extends  its  obJigation  upon  the 
children  of  men »  in  a  fuitablenefs  to  the  revelation  that  he 
makes  of  himfelf.  When  God  reveals  himfelf  only  by  the 
work?  of  creation  and  providence,  as  he  doth  to  the  heathen 
world,  then  this  coinmandment  obliges  us  to  know  and  ac- 
knowledge  him  as  a  God  Creator  and  Prefer verj^  but  when 
he  fuperaddsto  this,  the  revelation  of  himfelf  a9  a  reconciled 
God,  a  redeeming  God  in  Chrid,  then  the  law  fi^peradds  a 
new  obligation,  namely,  to  know  and  acknowledge  him  as  fucbj; 
and  to  claim  hi^n  as  the  God  of  faivation  \  a  faving,  pitying, 
pardoning  Qoid^  .  .  :  , 

3*  As  the  ^t^\ii\ilam  th  Lord  thy  Gody  is  the  leading  and 
fundamental  blejEng.promifcd  in  tht;  covenant  of  graccj  which 
draws  all  other  blei^g^  along  with  i( ;  fo  this  precept,  Thou^ 
ihalt  have  the  Lofd  Jehovah  as  thy  God,  is  the  leading  and 
fundamental  duty  of  the  law,  which  fweetly  and  powerfully  ccn- 
j(lFains  the  foul  to  obey  all  the  other  commands  of  it.  The  rea- 
fon of  this  is  plain  :  w^ien  a  perfqn  ^s  determined  to  know  and 
acknowledge  God  as  his  own  God  in  Chrid,  it  binds  and  obliges 
him. inevitably  not  to  bow  down  to  images,  or  to  give  that  wor- 
ifliip  and  glory  to  any  other,  which  is  due  to  hip  alone  ;  he 
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^ill  be  concerned  to  fanftify  the  name  of  God,  and  his  holy 
Sabbath,  and  in  a  wordj  to  have  a  refpe £1  unto  all  his  command- 
ments. Hence  it  is  that  faith  in  Chrift  Jefus  (which  is  jaft  the 
firft  commandment  in  other  words)  is  fo  much  inculcated  in 
the  fcriptures,  particularly  of  the  New  Tcftament ;  yea,  wc 
are  exprefsly  told,  that  <*  without  faith  it  is  impoflible  to  pleafe 
God  ;•*  and  •*  he  that  cometh  unto  God,  muft  believe  thaut  he 
is,  and  that  he  is  a  rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  feek 
him/' 

4.  That  the  command  and  promife  arc  of  equal  extent ;  fo 
that  every  man  that  is  bound  to  obey  the  command,  or  to  have 
a  God  in  Chrift  as  his  own  God,  is  concerned  in  this  promife, 
I  am  the  Lord  thy  God\  or,  in  other  words,  he  is  as  much  ob- 
liged to  believe  this  promife  with  application,  as  he  is  obli- 
ged to  obey  the  command.  The  reafon  of  this  is  plain,  be- 
caufe  a  believing  the  promife  with  application,  is  the  very 
thing  that  the  firft  command  requires  of  us ;  and  the  promife 
is  the  very  ground  and  foundation  of  that  faith  that  is  re* 
quired  in  the  command  \  and  the  foundation  of  faith  muft  be 
as  extcnfivc  as  the  command  of  believing,  unlefs  we  would 
fay,  that  God  commands  men  to  believe,  without  giving  them 
a  foundation  to  believe  upon  :  fo  that,  if  I  be  obliged  to  have 
the  Lord  as  my  God,  then  it  is  lawful,  yea,  plain  duty  for  me  . 
viewing  the  covenant-grant,  to  fay  to  the  Lord,  **  Thou  art 
my  Lord.'* 

5.  As  the  promife  is  indefinite,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  Gody  with- 
out mentioning  any,  or  including  any,  but  pointing  to  every 
man  in  particular^  fo  the  precept  is  indefinite,  Thmjba/t  have 
no  other  gods  before  jney  without  mentioning  any  particular  pcr- 
fon  to  whom  it  extends.  And  I  think  it  is  obfcrvable,  that 
both  the  pronlifc  and  precept  are  in  the  fingular  number,  as 
if  God  fpoke  to  every  individual.  And  I  do  think  that  Infinite 
Wifdom  has  fo  ordered  it  of  defign,  that  no  man  might  negle£t 
the  promife,  that  thinks  himfelf  bound  to  obey  the  precept. 
The  legal  heart  of  man  is  ready  to  fall  in  with  chis  command 
of  the  law,  and  own  its  obligation;  vvhile,  in  the  mean  time, 
it  rejcftsthe  promife,  as  a  thing  it  has  no  concern  in.  What 
more  ordinary,  than  to  hear  fomc,  efpccially  under  awakenings 
of  confcicnce  by  the  law,  fay,  O  it  is  a  fad  truth  indeed,  that 
I  am  a  debtor  to  the  law,  andbfeliged  to  obey  it !  but  as  for  the 
promife  of  God,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  I  have  no  inifr-  U  or 
concern  in  it.  But,  Sirs,  whatever  you  may  imagine,  I  tell 
you,  that  by  this  way  you  are  feparating  wliat  God  has  joined  $ 
he  has  joined  the  comniand  and  the  promife  logciher,  there- 
fore let  not  your  unbelieving  hearts  or  legal  fpirits  put  thtm 
afunder;  for  you 'can  never  obey  the  firft  command  without 
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clofing  with  this  promifc,  /  am  ibe  Lord  thy  God*  But  mofrc  of 
'this  afterward, 

'.  ^Sicohdly^  1  come  to  inquire  what  is  included  or  required  of 
us  in  this  command  of  the  moral  law,  Thoujbait  have  no  other 
gods  before  me,  I  do  not  deiign  to  launch  out  in  opening  of  this 
precept  in  its  greated  latitude,  or  in  telling  you  of  all  the  duties 
required,  and  fins  forbidden,  in  it ;  that  which  {have  efpecially 
in  my  view,  is  the  obligation  that  it  lays  upon  us^to  receive  and 
believe  the  promife,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God.  And  for  clearing 
of  this,  there  are  only  thefe  few  things  I  name,  as  included  in 
this  commandment. 

I.  This  commandment , obliges  us  to  believe  that  God  is^ 
which  is  the  firfl  and  fundamental  truth  both  of  natural  and 
revealed  religion ;  and  except  you  be  eftabliflied  in  the  faith 
of  this,  you  believe  nothing  to  purpofe.  We  cannot  open  our 
eyes,  or  look  upon  any  of  the  creatures  of  God,  whether  in  the 
heavens  above,  or  in  the  earth  beneath,  but  this  truth  mull 
(hine  into  our  minds  with  fuch  a  glaring  evidence,  that  one 
would  think  there  were  no  need  of  a  command  to  oblige  us  to 
believe  it. 

2.  This  command  obliges  us  to  believe,  that  he  is  fuch  a 
God  as  ht*  has  revealed  himfelf  to  be  in  his  word  and  in  his 
works.  It  binds  us  to  believe  all  the  difplays  that  he  has  gi- 
ven of  his  eternal  power  and  Godhead,  in  his  works  of  crea- 
tion and  providence  ;  but  efpecially  us»  who  enjoy  the  revela- 
tion of  his  word,  to  believe  every  thing  that  he  has  revealed 
of  himfelf  there  ;  as,  that  he  is  a  Spirit,  infinite,  eternal,  un- 
changeable, &c. ;  that  he  is  but  one  God  in  three  perfons. 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoil,  the  fame  in  fubftance,  equal  in 
power  and  glory  ;  that  from  eternity  he  decreed  all  things  that 
come  to  pals  in  time  ;  that  he  is  the  great  Creator  that  made 
all  things  of  nothing,  by  the  word  of  his  power,  in  the  fpace 
of  ^m  days,  and  all  very  good ;  that  by  his  providence  he  pre- 
ferves  and  governs  all  his  creatures,  and  all  their  adlions  •,  and 
that  this  great  God  in  the  •'  fulncfs  of  time,  was  manifcfted  in 
the  flefh,"  in  the  perfon  of  his  eternal  Son,  and  became  a  Re- 
deemer and  Saviour  of  loft  finners  \  that  he  was  •*  made  under 
the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law,  that  we  noight; 
receive  the  adoption  of  fons ;"  and  in  a  word,  every  other  thing 
that  God  has  revealed  of  himfelf. 

3.  This  commandment  requires  us  to  believe  and  be  perfua» 
ded,  that  this  glorious  God  is  the  chief  good  of  the  rational 
ibul ;  that  as  his  glory  is  to  be  our  ultimate  end,  fo  our  chief 
happinefs  lies  in  the  enjoyment  of  him  alone  ;  Thoujbait  have 
no  ether  gods  before  me  ;  1.  e-  Thou  (halt  place  thy  chief  happi- 
D«fs  in  the  enjoyment  of  me,  who  am  the  Lord  thy  God.     So 
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tkar,  wncn  God  commands  us  to  have  him  as  our  God,  he  com- 
mands us  to  be  happy  for  ever  in  hi\iifelf,  and  to  fay  with  Da- 
vid, "  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  nonenn 
all  the  earth  that  I  defire  befides  thcfe.** 

4.  This  command  requires  us  to  aflent  unto  every  word  God 
fpeaks,  as  a  truth  of  infallible  verity »  and  unto  the  truth  of  this 

Jromife  in  particular;  that  he  fpeaks  the  truth  in  his  heart,  when 
e  fays,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God*  And  therefore,  not  to  believe 
that  it  is  as  God  fays  in  this  promife,  is  to  call  God  a  liar ;  it 
is  an  impeaching  of  his  veracity  in  the  promife,  and  a  contempt 
of  his  authority  interpofcd  in  the  command.  From  whence  it 
appears  that  an  unbeliever  breaks  the  very  fird  command  of  the 
law  of  nature. 

5.  This  command  requires  us,  not  only  to  believe  the  truth  r 
of  the  promife  in  gineral,  but  to  believe  it  with  particular  ap- 
plication of  it,  each  one  of  us  unto  ourfelyes.  It  is  not  a  ful- 
filling of  the  contents  of  this  command,  to  believe  that  he  was 
the  God  of  Ifrael,  or  the  God  of  the  vifible  church,  or  the  God 
of  the  ele£l,  or  of  all  that  believe  in  him,  for  all  this  do  the 
devils  and  reprobates  believe  5  but  we  muft  believe,  know,  and 
acknowledge  that  he  is  our  God;  and  every  one  for  himfelf  muft 
fay,  in  faith,  with  Ifrael,  "  He  is  my  God,  1  will  prepare  him 
an  habitation."  The  firft  command  requires  of  us  a  faith  cx- 
a£Hy  corrcfponding  unto  the  promife  :  now,  the  promife  is  to 
every  one  in  particular,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God  ;  and  the  com- 
xnand  runs  parallel  with  it,  pointing  out  every  man  in  parti- 
cular, Thou  fhalt  have  mother  gods  before  me :  and  therefore  it  is 

a  particular  applying  faith  that  is  here  required  and  called  for. 
Perhaps  this  may  appear  fomewhat  furpriling  to  thofe  who  ne- 
ver confidered  it,  that  by  the  firft  commandment,  they  are  obli- 
ged to  believe  that  the  Lord  is  their  God  by  covenant  grant  and 
promife.  They  believe  that  he  is  their  Creator,  and  Prefcrvcr^ 
and  Benefadlor ;  but  they  never  thought  he  was  their  God  by 
covenant^grant,  or  that  they  were  bound  to  believe  it  with  ap- 
plication, till  once  they  found  themfelves  fo  and  fo  qualified. 
To  take  down  this  fortrefs  of  unbelief,  I  would  only  have  you 
confider, 

f^.  If  ever  there  was  a  time  fince  you  had  a  being,  and  had 
the  law  pf  God  intimated  unto  you,  wherein  you  was  free 
from  the  obligation  of  the  firft  command  of  the  moral  law,  as 
it  here  ftands  connefled  with  the  covenant  or  the  promife  ? 
No,  furely.  And  if  fo,  there  was  never  a  time  wherein  you 
was  not  obliged  to  believe,  know,  and  -acknowledge  the  Lord 
as  your , God,  upon  the  ground  of  the  covenant  grant  :  and  all 
the  time  you  have  negledled  to  do  fo,  you  have  he  m  living  in 
d^obedlence  to  the  firft  command ;  and  while  the  firft  command 
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is  not  obeyed,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  the  reft,  not  one 
of  them  can  be  obeyed.  And  I  only  leave  it  to  yourfelves  to 
be  confidered,  whether  you  may  lawfully  live  in  difobedience 
to  the  firft  command  of  the  law  of  the  great  God,  or  fufpend 
your  obedience  thereunto,  till  you  find  qualifications  in  your- 
fefves,  upon  which  you  think  you  may  lay  claim  to  him  in  a 
way  of  fcnfe.  This  is  not  to  ground  your  faith  upon  the  vera- 
city of  God  in  his  promife,  but  to  feck  a  ground  for  your  faith 
within  you. 

2dly^  However  furprifing  this  way  of  teaching  may  appear 
from  the  firft  commandment,  yet  it  is  nothing  elfe  than  whatyou 
are  taught  in  your  Icfler,  received,  and  approven  Catechinns. 
The  firft  commandment  requires  us  to  know  and  acknowledge 
the  Lord  as  God,  and  our  God :  and  to  wo((hip  and  glorify  him 
accordingly. 

3rf/y,  1  find  God  requiring  faith  of  finners,  and  of  notorious 
backiliders,  in  the  fame  terms  as  is  here  called  for,  Jer.  iii,  4. 
compared  with  ver.  i.  If  we  notice  the  ift  verfe,  and  the  2d 
following,  we  fhall  find  that  God  is  there  dealing  with  a  com- 
pany of  people  who  had  made  defection  into  idolatry,  and  he 
charges  them  with  a  perfidious  and  treacherous  dealing  with 
him,  under  the  notion  of  an  adultrefs  that  had  forfaken  the  guide 
of  her  youth,  and  proftitute  heifelf  unto  other  lovers.  How- 
ever, infinite  love  opens  up  its  bowels  of  pity,  fends  out  a 
found  of  grace  and  love  to  them,  faying,  in  the  clofeof  ver.  i. 
**  Though  thou  haft  played  the  harlot  with  many  lovers  ;  yet 
return  again  to  me,  faith  the  Lord."  Well,  what  is  the  re- 
turn fovereign  grace  expefts  from  them  after  fuch  a  difcovc- 
ry  of  his  readinefs  to  receive  them  ?  See  it,  ver.  4.  "  Wilt 
thou  not  from  this  time  cry  unto  me,  My  father,  thou  art  the  . 
guide  of  my  youth  ?"  i.  e.  Wilt  thou  not  from  this  time 
obey  the  firft  commandment  of  my  law,  and  know  and  ac- 
knowledge me,  and  me  only,  as  thy  God  and  Father  in 
C3irift? 

4thlv^  I  find  that  whenever  a  finful  people  begins  to  aft  faith; 
their  ^ithi  even  the  firft  receptive  by  faith,  is  expreflcd  in 
words  which  bear  a  plain  obedience uuto  what  is  required  in, the 
firft  commandment  •,  as  in  the  cafe  of  thefe,  Jer.  iii.  When- 
ever the  call  of  the  word  is  carried  home  by  the  efiicacy  of 
the  Spirit  upon  their  hearts,  they  cry  out,  ver.  2:^.  "  3ehold, 
we  come  unto  thee,  for  thou  art  the  Lord  our  God  ;"  where-^ 
by  they  acknowledge  hjm  as  their  6od,  even  their  own  God* 
So  Zech.  xiii.  9-  And  I  find  that  the  faints  of  God  in  fcripture, 
wlien  in  the  exercife  of  faith,  ftill  yielding  obedience  to  thi^ 
firft  command  of  the  law,  and  coming  in  with  their  appropri- 
ating myy  Pal.  xvi.  2.  "  O  my  foul,  thou  haft  f aid  unto  the 
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Lord,  Thou  art  my  Lord."  With  what  pleafurc  does  David 
obey  his  command,  Pfal.  xviii.  i.  2.  where  eight  or  nine  times 
he  repeats  his  claim,  acknowledging  God  as  God,  and  his 
own  God  ?  And  unbelieving  Thomas,  fo  foon  as  he  gets 
his  foot  upon,  the  neck  of  his  unbelief,  oWcys  this  command, 
snaking  a  folemn  acknowledgment  of  Chrid,  *^  My  Lord,  and 
my  God.'' 

tJnto  all  this  I  (hall  only  add,  to  prevent  miftakes,  that 
when  the  firll  commandment  requires  us  to  know  and  ac- 
knowledge God  as  our  God,  it  is  not  to  be  underftood,  as  if 
this  were  done.by  a  faying  it  witli  the  mouth  only  )  no,  no» 
<*  With  the  heart  man  bclicveth  unto  righteoufncfs."  Wc 
read  of  fome  that  ^'  remennbered  God  as  their  rock,  and  the 
high  God  as  their  Redeciner  i  hut  they  flattered  him  with  their 
mouth,  and  they  lied  unto  him  with  their  tongues,  for  thtir 
heart  was  not  right  with  him :"  they  did  not  acknowledge  him 
as  their  God*  with  their  hearts,  acquiefcing  in  him  as  their  chief 
good  and  onlyjportion  ;and  therelore  Godrejeds  all  their  pro* 
fei&on  of  kindnefst  Let  us  then  embrace  and  acknowledge  him 
as  our  God,  with  our  hearts,  lips,  and  lives,  worfhipping,  glo- 
rifying, and  ferving  him,  as  our  God,  all  the  days  of  our  ap- 
pointed time. 

in.  The  third  thing  propofed  was,  iofpcal  a  little  of  the  con* 
wBion  betwixt  the  tromft  and  the  precept.  That  there  is  a  con«- 
ne£lion  between  them  is  plain  y  for  the  promife  is  repeated  in 
the  command,  and  the  meaning  is,  Thoufialt  have  no  other  gods 
before  me^  who  engage  my felf  by  covenant  to  be  the  Lord  thy 
God*  How  fweetly  is  the  law  and  gofpel  connected  here  1  how 
fweetly  does  the  law  iland  in  a  fubferviency  unto  the  glorious 
defigns  of  grace  I 

I  would  have  you  carefully  obferve  as  to  this  order  andcon- 
ne£tioD,  that  it  is  fuited  unto  the  circumdances  of  the  loH  (in- 
ner, or  of  fallen  man,  who  has  nothipg,  and  can  do  nothing, 
but  is  "wretched,  miferable,  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked.*' 
fiecauCe  man  can  now  do  nothing  for  his  life,  therefore  God 
will  give  him  life  and  glory  for  nothing  at  all :  and  as  a  tefti- 
ipony  of  his  having  got  all  freely  from  God,  he  will  have  him 
to  obey.  It  is  an  order  and  method  fuited  to  God's  great  de- 
lign,  of  deba(ing  man,  (taining  bi&  pride,  and  of  exalting  the 
glorious  freedom  ainl  riches  of  his  grace  : ''  Where' is  boaft- 
ing  r'  fays  the  apoftle.  **  It  is  excluded.  By  what  law  ?  of 
works  ?  Nay  ;  but  by  the  law  of  faith."  'Che  law  of  faith 
is  j  oft  the  free  promife,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God  i  Iivill  be  to  them 
a  Father^  &c.  Now,  by  this  law,  and  not  by  the  way  of 
works,  fcl£  is  ^tiafed,  and  the  glory  of  free  grace  exalted. 
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I  fliall  only  add,  as  to  this  conne£lion  and  order;  that  God, 
like  a  wife  builder,  firft  lays  the  foundation  of  faiih  in  the  pro* 
mife,  faying,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  Cod ;  and  then  enjoins  the  duty 
of  believing  :  he  fird  reveals  the  objpft  of  faith  ;  and  then  lays 
on  the  duty  of  faith :  he  firft  makes  a  grant  of  grace ;  and  then 
warrants  us  by  his  cpmmand  to  lay  hold  on  it.  The  prpinifc 
is  a  plafter.or  medicine;  and  the  command  orders  the  applica- 
tion or  ufemaking  of  it.  The  promife  is  the  door  of  faivation 
opened  ;  and  the  command  enjoins  us  to  enter  in  by  that  door'. 
The  promife  is  the  teflament :  and  the  command  is  the  Judgc'jS^ 
order  and  warrant  to  make  ufe  of  the  goods,  without  fear  of 
vitious  intromiflion.  The  promife  gives  us  a  right  of  accefs  ; 
the  command,  when  obeyed  and  complied  with,  gives  ^  right 
of  poffefBon.  By  the  grant  of  the  covenant,  God  manifeits 
his  free  and  fovereign  grace  ;  and  by  the  command  he  mahi- 
fefts  his  royal  authority,  which  he  makes  fubfe^vient  unto  hi« 
glorious  defign  of  grace.  And  fo  much  'fliall  feive  iot  clear- 
ing the  order  and  conneftion  between  the  promife,  I  amthd 
Lord  thy  God ;  and  the  precept,  Thou  Jloalt  have  no  other  gods 
before  me.  ■<■•'' 

IV.  The  fourth  general  head  was  the  Application^  And  the 
jffiy?  ufe  (hall  be  coniprifed  in  thefe  inferences. 

I.  From  what  is  faid  we  may  fee,  that  Chrift,  our  glorious 
Rcdeemetj  is  none  other  than  th<i  fupreme,  felf-exiftent,  and 
independent  God.  Who  ever  doubted;  as  was  hinted  before^ 
but  it  was  the  fupreme  God,  the  great  lawgiver  of  heaven  and 
earth,  who  fpoke  all  thefe  words,  faying,  /  am  the  Lord  thy 
God :  Thoufbalt  have  no  other  god's  before  me?  &c.  Whofoever 
reads  or  hears  thefe  words  with  opened  eyes,  or  underftand- 
ing  hearts,  cannot  ihun  to  cry  out,  **  It  is  the  voice  of  God, 
and  not  of  man  ;"  yea,  the  voice  of  the  fupreme,  felf-exiftent 
God,  and  not  of  any  inferior  or  dependent  being;  the  voice 
of  him  whofe  prerogacive  al6ne  it  is  to  be  Lord  of  the  con- 
fcience,  and  to  **  fearch  the  heart  and  the  rfeins  5"  for  thefe  words 
are  "  quick,  and  powerful,  and  (harper  than  any  two-edged 
fword,  piercing  even  to  the  dividing  afunder  of  foul  and'fpirit, 
and  of  the  joints  and  marrow,  and  difcern  the  thoughts  and 
intents  of  the  heart."  As-  all  the  works,  fo  all  the  words  of 
God  carry  the  ftamp  and  widence  of  their  glorious  Author  irt 
their  bofom.  And  are  we  not  immediately  ftruck- with  the 
impreflions  of  the  fupreme,  feJf-exiftent  Being,  when  thefe 
words  are  uttered,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God  ?  &c.  Had  Mofes, 
or  the  children  of  Ifrael,  whe.i  they  ftood  quaking  and  trem- 
bling at  the  foot  of  the  mount,  any  notions  of  a  dependent 
deity  fpeaking  to  them  ?  N0|  they  knew  and  believed  that  it 
%  w^ 
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ij^as  lie  ^^  whofe  tiamp  alone  is  Jehovah,  mod  high  over  all 
the  earth.**  Yet  it  was  cleared  already,  this  was  Chrift  the 
eternal  Son  of  God ;  ^nd  therefore  he  miift  needs  be  the  fa- 
preme  God,  the  fame  in  fubftanCe,  equal  in  power  and  glorv 
with  his  Father.  It  is  the  mod  daring  prefumption,  the  moft 
confummate  ingratitude,  for  any  of  Adam's  race,  efpecially  for 
any  profefled  Qiriftian,  bearing  hisblefled  name,  and  wearing 
his  livery,  to  leflen  his  glory,  and  derogate  from  his  excellen- 
cy \  as  if,  when  he  is  called  the  fupreme  God,  it  were  to  be 
underftood  cum  granofalis^  with  grains  of  allowance  or  abate- 
ment. I  am  perfuaded  there  was  not  an  Arian  at  the  foot  o£ 
Sinai  among  all  the  many  thoufands  of  Ifrael :  and  were  thefe 
words  to  be  repeated  by  the  Son  of  God  with  the  fame  awfnl 
fblemnity  among  us,  I  am  very  fure  there  would  not  be  one 
Arian  among  us  either.  What  pity  is  it,  that  the  refentmenc 
of  out  Redeemer's  quarrel,  againft  a  notorious  blafphemer  of 
his  fupreme  Deity,  has  not  rm%deeper  than  it  has  done  of 
late  in  the  fupreme  judicatory  ofthis  national  church,  whofe 
peculiar  province  it  has  been  in  former  times  to  contend  for 
the  royalties  of  his  crown  againfl:  thofe  who  attempted  to  in- 
vade them  ? 

2.  From  what  has  been  faid^  we  may  fee  the  miftake  o£ 
thofe  who  aflert,  that  faith  in  Chrift  is  a  new  precept  of  the 
gofpel,  not  required  in  the  moral  law,  but  by  a  new  poGtive 
law  given  forth  under  the  gofpel.  None,  I  fuppofe,  will  de- 
ny, that  the  law  required  faith  in  a  God  Creator  from  our  firit 
parents  in  innocency  ;  and  if  fo,  what  need  of  any  new  law  to 
bind  and  oblige  us  to  believe  in  the  fame  God  revealing  him- 
felf  in  the  capacity  of  a  Redeemer  ?  We  have  already  obfer- 
ved  from  the  text,  how  fweetly  the  old  law  of  nature  is  graft- 
ed in,  in  a  fubfeiviency  unto  the  grace  of  the  new  covenant^ 
obliging  us  to  know  and  acknowledge  a  God  in  Chrift  as  our 
own  God,  tipon  the  footing  of  this  glorious  grant  of  grace^ 
/  Mn  the  Lord  thy  God.  The  applying  or  appropriating  a£i  of 
faith,  when  it  is  exprefled  in  words,  it  comes  forth  carrying 
the  ftamp  of  obedience  to  what  the  firft  commandment  of 
the  moral  law  requires.  What  need  then  of  any  new  poiitive 
law  to  enjoin  it  ?  The  fame  law  that  bound  Adam,  before 
the  fall,  to  believe  the  promife  of  life  upon  the  footing  of  per- 
fect obedience,  bound  him  to  believe  the  promife  of  life,  after 
the  fall,  upon  the  footing  of  the  incarnation  and  fatisfa£tion 
of  the  Son  of  God:  and  therefore,  when  the  firft  promife  of 
the  feed  of  the  woman  is  uttered.  Gen.  iii.  15.  we  read  of  no 
new  law  enjoining  him  to  believe  it ;  the  very  light  and  law 
of  nature  told  our  firft  parents,  that  a  promifcj  efpecially  the 
promife  of  Godj  was  to  be  believed. 
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3.  See  hence  the  neceflity,  excellency,  and  warrantablcncfr 
of  the  great  duty  of  believing,  which  we  minifters  arc  fo  much 
prcfling  upon  you  who  are  hearers.  It  muft  needs  be  the 
mod  neceffary  and  excellent  duty  which  God  enjoins  in  the 
firft  precept  of  his  law,  and  which  he  has  laid  as  the  very 
fpring  and  foundation  of  obedience  to  all  the  other  precepts, 
namely,  to. receive  him,  and  to  acknowledge  him  as  our  own 
God  in  Chrift,  and  him  alone  \  and  to  reft  in  him,  and  upon 
upon  him,  as  our  upmaking  and  everlafting  all.  Hence,  John 
vi.  2iJ.  29,  when  the  Jews  were  fond  to  know  what  thcf 
fliould  do  to  work  the  work  of  God,  he  dircfts  them  to  faith 
in  himfelf ;  becaufe  this  was  the  firft  thing  that  the  law  re- 
qaired  as  it  ftood  under  a  covenant  of  grace :  "  This  is  the 
work  of  God,"  (his  work  in  a  way  of  eminence ;  the  very  firft 
and  fundamental  work,  and  the  tpring  and  foul  of  all  obe- 
dience), "  that  ye  believe  on  him  whom  he  hath  fent/'  For 
this  reafon,  true  obedience  to^Flaw  is  called  '*  the  obedience 
of  faith  ;*  and  we  arc  told,  Hcb.  xi.  6.  that  •*  without  faith 
it  is  impoffible  to  pleafe  God  j*'  and,  "  Whatfocver  is  not  of 
faith,  is  fin,**  Rom.  xiv.  23. 5  becaufe,  until  this  firft  command 
of  the  law  be  obeyed,  till  we  receive,  embrace,  and  acknow- 
ledge the  I^rd  as  our  God  in  Chrift,  we  do  nothing  at  all 
in  obedience  to  God's  law,  but  break  it  every  moment  of  our 
life.  Again,  as  I  faid,  we  fee  here  alfo  the  warrantablenefs  of 
believing  in  Chrift,  and  of  embracing  the  promife.  It  is  as 
warranuble  for  a  loft  finner  to  embrace  the  promife,  and  to 
receive  Chrift  by  virtue  of  the  promife,  as  to  do  any  other 
thing  that  the  law  requires.  Will  any  man  doubt  his  warrant 
to  honour  and  reverence  the  name  of  God,  to  honour  his 
father  and  mother,  to  fanftify  the  Sabbath  ?  &c.  As  little 
reafon  has  he  to  doubt  his  warrant  by  faiih  to  lay  claim  to 
this  glorious  grant  of  fovereign  grace  through  Chrift,  /  am 
the  Lord  thy  God  ;  feeing  this  is  the  very  thing  that  is  required 
in  this  command,  Thoujhalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me.  And 
as  this  command  is  a  noble  warrant  for  believing,  fo  it  is  a 
warrant  of  univerfal  extent ;  none  who  own  the  obligation  of 
the  moral  law,  can  (bift  the  obligation  of  its  very  firft  com- 
mand. This  view  of  matters,  if  taken  up  in  the  light  of  the 
Spirit,  ferves  to  overthrow  one  of  the  principal  ftrong- holds 
of  unbelief ;  and  at  the  fame  time  difcovers  a  ground  of  be- 
lieving with  boldnefs,  without  any  manner  of  prefumption. 
The  unbelieving  deceitful  heart  turns  us  away  from  the  living 
Godi  by  telling  us,  that  we  are  not  warranted  to  believe  in 
Cl^rift,  and  that  it  is  arrogancy  and  prefumption  for  us  to  iib^ 
termeddle  with  the  promife.  But  fo  far  is  this  furmife  from 
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being  truths'  tliat  unlcfs  you  believe  in  Chrid,  or,  which  is  all 
one,  except  you  acknowled)2:e  a  God  in  Chrift  as  your  God, 
you  make  God  a  liar,  who  fays,  lam  the  Lord  tby  God :  and 
rebel  againft  his  authority  interpofed  in  his  firft  command- 
menti  Thou  Jbalt  haw  no  other  gods  before  me. 

4*  See  hence  a  foiid  ground  for  the  afTurance  of  faith. 
Why,  it  has  the  nobleft  ground  in  the  world  to  go  upon, 
namely,  the  infallible  word  of  a  God  of  truth,  faying,  1  am 
the  Lord  thy  Cod;  and  the  bed  warrant  in  the  world,  namely* 
the  firft  commandment  of  the  law,  requiring  us  to  know  and 
acknowledge  him  as  our  God.  The  firlt  command  requires  a 
perfuafion  of  the  promife,  with  application  or  appropriation 
of  it  to  the  foul  in  particular :  and  what  is  that  but  the  aflu* 
ranee  of  faith?  And  no  doubt  the  law  requires  ercry  duty, 
and  particularly  this  in  its  perfe£lion ;  the  coufideracion  of 
which  may  make  every  one  of  us,  yea,  even  the  beft  believer 
upon  earth,  to  cry  out  with  the  poor  maa  in  the  gofpel, 
*•  Lord,  I  bcKcve,  help  thou  mine  unbelief;"  and,  with  the 
clifciples,  ^'  Lord,  increafe  our  faith." 

5.  See  hence  the  proper  bottom  of  true  Chriftian  morality, 
and  an  excellent  teft  whereby  to  diftinguifh  betwixt  gofpel  and 
legal  preaching.  Tou  fee  here,  upon  what  foundation  God 
himfelf  inculcates  the  duties  of  the  moral  law  :  he  firil  difco^ 
vers  himfelf  as  a  reconciled  God,  a  promifmg  God  in  Chrid, 
faying,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God  ;  and,  upon  this  ground,  urges 
the  duties  of  the  law.  Now,  the  order  of  doflrine  obferved 
by  Cod  himfelf,  ought  certainly  to  be  obferved  by  us  in  our 
inculcating  any  duty  of  the  law  upon  our  hearers  ^  and  if  this 
method  be  not  obferved,  it  is  certainly  legal.  Neither  do  I 
thipk  that  it  is  enough,  when  we  are  priding  any  duty  of  the 
law,  to  come  in  with  a  dire£iion  or  advice  at  the  end,  telling 
that  all  is  to  be  done  in  the  ftrength  of  Chri%  we.  Stz  here 
that  God  begins  his  fermon  of  morality  to  Ifrael,  from  mount 
Sinai,  with  a  revelation  of  himfelf  as  the  Lord  God  gracious 
and  merciful  through  Chrift,  lam  the  Lord  thy  God;  and  lays 
this  as  .the  foundation  of  obedience  to  tbe  following  precept* 
And  1  do  think,  that  we  who  are  minifters,  when  we  inculcate 
the  duties'of  the  law  upon  people,  we  ought  alwayis  to  keep 
the  grace  pf  the  new  covenant  in  their  eye  \  for  unlcfs  6bedt« 
ence  to* tbe  law  foe  influenced  with  this  view,  it  cannot  be  the 
obedience  of  faith,  and  confequently  cantiot'be  acceptable  : 
<'  Without  faith  it  is  impoihble  to  pleafe  God."  It  is  obfer^ 
vabie,  that  God,  in  the  promulgation  of  theiaw  to  Ifrac^  fre-^ 
quently  intermixes  the  grace  of  the  new  covenant  with  the 
precepts  of  the  law,  and  cver^  now  and'  then  cads  it  up  in 
their  view,  that  1^  was  the  Lord  their  God  in  Chrid..  So  in  the 
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lecond  command^  **  Thou  (halt  not  make  unto  tb^  any  ^ni 
vcn  image,  &c. :  for  I  the  Lord  thy  God  am  a  jealous  Ood^ 
&c.  (hewing  mercy  utito  thoufands  of  them  that  love  me  and 
keep  my  commandments."  So  in  the  thhrd  commandment, 
•*  Thou  (halt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God ,  iu 
vain/'  &c.  So  in  the  fourth,  "  The  feventh  day  ia  the  Sab- 
bath of  the  Lord  thy  God,"  &c.  So  likewife  in  the  fifth, 
^*  Honour  thy  father  and  diy  mother  r  that  thy  days  may  be 
long  upon  the  Jand  which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee.'^ 
Thus,  I  fay,  he  makes  gofpel-grace,  like  a  thread  of  gold,  to 
run  through  the  duties  of  the  law,  whereby  the  whole  law  ia 
fweetened  and  beautified,  his  yoke  made  eafy,  ^ud  his  burden 
light.. 

Upon  the  other  hand,  there  is  an  error,  I  fear  too  commoa 
among  fome.  Whenever  they  hear  a  minifter  prefiing  duty, 
immediately  they  conclude  him  to  be  a  legal  preacher,  without 
ever  confidering  upon  what  ground  he  doth  it ;  for  if  he  pcefs 
the  duties  of  the  law  upon  the  ground  of  covenanted  grace,: he 
a£ts  accprding  to  his  commiffion,  and  keeps  the  order  and  mtf 
thod  that  God  has  laid ;  but  if  this  method  be  not  followed,  if 
the  duties  of  the  law  be  urged  as  the  foundation  of  our  claim 
to  the  priWleges  of  the  gofpel,  or  without  keeping  Chrift  and 
the  grace  of  the  gofpel  in  the  eye  of  the  finner,  as  the  founda* 
tionof  duty, you  may  indeed  conclude, that  it  is  legal.  Although 
what  the  man  fays  may  be  truths  abftradUy  confidered,  yet  the 
truth  is  not  delivered  in  its  due  order  and  conne£libn ;  and 
therefore  has  a  tendency  to  miflead  the  hearer,  at  lead  to  lead 
him  into  perplexing  excrcifea- 

6.  See  hence  the  truth  of  what  the  apoftle  aiTerts  concerning 
God,  I  John  iv.  i6.  **  God  is  love."  Why,  the  promife  here 
is  a  promife  of  love.  What  more,  can  infinite  love  fay  thaa 
what  is  here  ^d,  1  am  the  Lord  tby  God?  What  can  he  give 
more  than  bimfelf  ?  And  as  thfe  promife  ia  a  promife  of  love, 
fo  the  precept  is  a  precept  of  love,  Thoujhalt  have  no  other  gods, 
ie/ort  me.  He  firft  makea  a  free  grant  ^nd  gift  of  himfelf  to 
u9  in  his  covenant,  and  then  concludes  us  under  a  law  of  love^ 
whereby  he  makes  it  the  firft  and  fundamental  duty  of  obedi- 
ence to  him,  that  we  (hall  know  and  acknowledge  him  as  our 
cwfkCody  or  in  other  words,  that  we  (hould  be  happy  for  ever 
in  the  enjoyment  of  him.  The  moil  confummate  l^ppinejg  of 
the  rational  creature  lies  in  what  God  her^  commands  viz.  ia 
haying  him,  and  none  other,  as  our  Gpd>  Oh  how  excellent  is 
his  loving  kindnefsl  furely  *'  God  is  love,"  it  is  the  regnant 
perfe^ion  of  his  nature.  And  Q  ho^  reafonable  is  it  that  we 
^ould  love  the  Lord  our  God  with  all  the  heart,  foul,  (lrength|| 
and  mini  {    And  Q  hpw  unreafona^k  is  the  enmity  of  the 
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hitvtt  agatnft  God !  Do  we  thus  requite  a  God  of  love  ?  Well 
may  the  Lord  fay  to  us,  at  he  did  to  Ifrael,  <<  O  my  people 
what  have  I  done  unto  thee,  and  wherein  have  I  wearied  thc^;'? 
teftify  againft  me.'' 

7.  See  hence  what  it  is  that  makes  the  yoke  of  obedience 
eafy,  and  the  burden  thereof  lij^ht  to  a  believer.  Whence  is  it 
that  the  believer  delights  in  the  law  after  the  inward  man  ? 
why  doth  he  rejoice  to  work  righteoufnefs  ?  Why,  he  re- 
members God  in  his  ways ;  he  remembers  that  the  Lawgiver 
18  none  other  than  ^'  the  Lord  his  God  and  Redeemer ;"  and 
therefore  he  keeps  all  his  commandments  with  pleafure ;  there- 
fore  he  ^*  runs,  and  doth  not  weary;  walks,  and  doth  not  faint." 
He  views  God,  not  as  an  enemy,  not  as  an  avenging  Judge,  but 
as  his  own  God  in  Chrift ;  he  views  him  in  Immanuel,  as  a 
God  v)\tb  him,  not  a  God  againft  him ;  and  this  is  like  oil  to 
his  chariot  wheels,  which  nuJces  him  run  without-  wearying. 
On  the  other  hand,  we  may  fee  here,  what  it  is  that  makes  the 
dutiesof  the  law  an  infupportable  yoke  and  burden  to  hypocrites 
and  Chri(Ue(B  profeiTors,  who  tire  in  the  duties  of  obedience 
before  they  be  well  fct  out ;  why,  they  do  not  begin  their  obe- 
dience where  God  begins  his  law,  or  they  do  not  fet  their  obe- 
dience upon  the  fame  foundation  of  gofpel*grace  that  God  has 
fet  his  law  upon ;  they  do  not  begin  with  a£iing  faith  on  the 
covenant,  or  with  receiving  a  God  in  Chrift  as  their  God  by 
virtue  of  the  covenant  grant  and  promife:  and  if  folk  do  not 
begin  here  where  God  begins,  their  bloflbms  cannot  mifs  to 
wither  and  come  to  nought. 

8*  See  hence  the  errors  of  thofe  who  imagine,  that  it  was  a 
covenant  of  works  which  God  entered  into  with  Ifrael  at  mount 
Sinai.  Indeed,  if  the  promife  had  followed  after  the  command- 
ment9  of  the  law  ;  and  if  God  had  faid,  Keep  thefe  command- 
ments, and,  upon  your  fo  doing,  I  will  be  the  Lord  your  God  ; 
in  this  cafe  it  had  been  a  pure  covenant  of  works :  whether 
perfe£l  or  fincere  obedience  had  been  the  condition,  it  is  all 
one  ;  dill  the  neward  would  have  been  in  a  way  of  paflional 
debt,  as  in  the  firft  covenant.  But,  as  you  heard,  the  order  of 
the  covenant  of  wotks,  or  the  connection  betwixt  the  precept 
and  promife,  as  it  was  laid  in  that  covenant,  is  now  inverted  : 
for  now  Qq^l  firft  promifes,  in  a  way  of  fovereign  grace,  to 
be  the  Lord  our^  God  and  Redeamer^  which  is  the  fubftance 
and  fum  of  the  new  covenant  ;,and^aving  made  fuch  a  grant 
of  grace,  to  be  received  by  faith,  without,  or  before  any  works 
of  obedience  can  be  performed  by  us,  he  immediately  fubjoins 
the  law  of  nature  in  ten  words,  fhewing  us  *^  what  is  good, 
3nd  what  the  Lord  our  God  requires  of  us,"  not  as  a  condirion 
pf  his  own  gracious  grant,  but  as  a  teilimony  of  our  love  and 
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gratitude  to  him,  who  promifes,  of  his  free<^and  foverciga 
grace,  to  be  the  Lord  our  God.  So  that,  I  fay*  it  was  God's 
covenant  of  grace  that  was  promulgate  at  mount  Sinai,  and 
the  law  was  added  to  it  becaufe  of  tranfgreflion,  and  grafi^- 
cd  upon  it  as  a  rule  of  obedience.  And  whatever  covenants 
or  engagements  to  duty  we  read  of,  whether  national  or 
perfonal,  Aill  they  went  upon  the  foundation  of. grace  laid 
in  God's  covenant  of  grace  ;  and  in  fafar  as  Ifrad,  or  any  elfe, 
go  ofF  from  this  foundation  in  their  engagements  to  duty,  in  fo 
far  they  pervert  the  defign  of  the  promife  and  law  annexed  to  it, 
and  turn  back  to  a  covenant  of  works;  So  much  for  In/armathn» 

A  fecotid  uic  (hall  be  of  Trial,  .  And  that  which  I  would 
have  you  to  try  is,  Whether  you  have  this  diiy  obeyed  the 
firft  commandment  of  the  moral'law  ?  Did  you' ever  take  or 
receive  Jehovah,  a  God  in  Chrift,  as  your  own-God,  by  vir- 
tue of  the  covenant  promife,  /  am  the  Lord  ymtr  God  f'  Why, 
may  fomc  be  ready  to  fay,  that  is  a  ftrange  queftion  :  ever 
Cncc  we  had  the  exercife  of  reafon,  or  jcould  repeat  the  firft 
commandment,  we  have  been  endeavouring  to  know  and  ac- 
knowJedge  God  to  be  the  only  true  God,  and  our  God,  and 
to  worQiip  and  glorify  him  accordingly.  I  confefs  that  it  is 
an  eafy  matter  to  fay  this  with  the  mouthy  but  the  queftion 
is,  If  the  heart  has  faid  it  in  a  way  of  believing,  fetting  to  the 
fcal  to  the  veracity  of  the  Promifcr  ?  "  With  the  heart  man 
believeth  unto  righteoufnefs,  and  with  the  mouth,  confeffion  is 
made  unto  falvation,"  Rom.  x.  lo.  r  fiift  the  heart  believes  it, 
becaufe  God  has  faid  it  \  and  then  the  tongue  follows  the  heart- 
Can  thou  turn  inward,  and  entertain  thyfelf  with  David's  fbli- 
loquy,  I^fal.  xvi.  2.  "  O  my  foul,  thou  haft  faid  unto  the  Lord, 
Thou  art  my  Lord  ?'* 

In  order  to  a  difcovery  of  the  hypocrite  or  prefumptuous 
believer,  here  I  would  have  it  carefully  obferved,  that  the  firft 
commandment,  whidi  is  the  -correlate  of  the  prOmife,  has  both 
a  pofitive  and  a  negative  part.  The  pofitive  part  is,  To  knotu 
and  ackmtvledge  the  Lord  as  the  only  U-ue  God^  and  cur  God  ;  the 
negative  part  is,  To  have  no  ether  gods  before  him*  'Now,  the  hy- 
pocrite, or  prefumpruous  perfon, although  he  outwardly  profef- 
fes  taobey  the  pofitive  part,*  of  to  acknowledge.  J ehovjh  as 
his  God  in  Ghrift  ;  yet  as  he  never  doth  this  really  with  his 
heart,  ib  heihifts  the  negati^d.part  of  the  precept^  for  fectctly 
he  worfhips  and  acknowicdges- fome  other  god:  there  is  ftiU 
fome  idol  of  jcaloufy  lies*  hid  among  the  rotten  ftufF  of  hits  de- 
praved heart,  which  gels  God's  room  and  God's  throne  in  his 
foul;  much  like  the  people  tra  hf pi  am  ted  by  thcking  of  Aflyria^ 
into  Samaria:,  concerning  whom  it  is  faid,  2^  Kings*  xvii.  33. 
*^*  ihcy  feared  the  Lord,  and  fcrved  their  owa-gods.**     And      , 
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therefortt  I  fay»  dill  the  queilion  remains  to  be  anfwered,  Do 
you  really,  and  from  tiie  heart»  obey  the  firll  commandmenc  ? 
.Hare  you  any  other  gods  before  Kini,  who  fays,  1  am  the  Lord 
thy  Godf  Is  there  any  idol  or  luft  that  gets  the  Lord's  place  in 
thy  heart. 

i  (hall>  for  your  tria],  take  notice  of  fome  idols  or  falfe 
gods,  which  are  worChipped  and  fcrved  by  many,  while  they 
profefs  to  have  no  other  God  but  Jehovah  alone.  Only,  be- 
fore I  proceed,  I  would  have  it  confidered,  that  there  \%  a  two- 
fold idolatry  \  one  grofs  and  corporeal,  when,  by  the  external 
afiions  of  the  body,  fuch  as  bowing;,  profit ation,  or  the  like,  men 
do  homage  unto  itocks  or  Hones,  dead  and  dumb  idols :  I  hope 
I  have  none  fuch  to  do  with  at  prefent.  But  there  is  a  more 
refined  and  fpiritual  idolatry,  which  I  fear  is  fltore  common  in 
the  vifible  church  than  many  are  aware  of;  and. that  is,  lAen 
the  a^s  of  the  heart  and  mind,  fuch  as,  truli,  love,  hope,  fear* 
joy,  delight,  defire,  wherein  the  eflence  of  foul-worihip  doth 
confift,  are  alienated  from  God,  and  placed  upon  any  thing  bc- 
fides  him.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  one  neither  believes  the  promife,  nor 
obeys  the  precept  now  before  us.  Why,  bccaufe  whatever  he 
pretends,  yet  dill  he  hath  fome  other  god  before  him  who  is 
the  only  living  and  true  God. 

This  premifed,  I  would  have  you  confiJer,  that  there 
arc  two  grand  idols  worfliipped  and  ferved  by  the  generality 
of  the  world,  yea,  of  the  vifible  church,  viz.  felf^  and  the 
world. 

I.  1  fay,  felf  is  the  great  Diana,  which  all  the  world  worfhip- 
peth,  excepting  a  very  few  whom  God  has  called  out  of  the 
world.  Every  man,  while  in  a  natural  ilate,  makes  a  god  of 
himfelf.  Hence  it  is  that  the  principal  batteries  of  the  gofpel  are 
mounted  againft  this  idol.  The  very  firil  leffon  in  the  fchool  of 
Chriilianity,  which  is  materially  the  fame  with  the  fird  precept 
of  the  moral  law^  is,  '^  Let  a  man  deny  himfelf;"  let  him  re- 
nounce felf  as  his  god,  that  he  may  have  no  other  gods  before 
me,  who  am  God  manifefted  in  the  flefli. 

This  idol  of  felf  is  pregnant  with  a  numerous  brood  of  lefler 
or  fubordinate  idols.  Some  make  a  god  of  their  own  under- 
itandings;  ^^  for  vain  man  would  be  wife,  though  he  be  bom  as 
the  wild  afs*8  colt."  What  curfed  pride  is  it  in  fome,  even  in 
our  own  bowels,  that  they  will  needs  exalt  their  own  depraved 
reafon  above  the  wifdom  of  God,  making  it  the  ftandard  of  re- 
velation, as  if  nothing  were  to  be  received  or  bdievtd,  but 
what  corrupted  reafon,  which  is  nonplused  by  the  lead  work 
9f  nature,  is  able  to  comprehend  ?  Is  not  this  a  giving  that  glo- 
ry to  our  own  underdanding  which  is  due  untoan  infinitely  wife 
God  ?    ii  ever  we  be  believers  indeed,  reafon  mult  quit  the 
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throne,  and  He  down  at  the  foot  of  faith,  owning  thilt  teafM 
is  but  folly  before  the  wifdom  of  God  revealed  in  his  word. 
Ochers  idolize  their  own  ^nSerftandings,  when  inwardly  thejT . 
difapprove  of  God's  providential  difpenfations^  as  if  they  could 
manage  things  more  to  advantage,  if  the  reins  of  adminifirationt 
were  in  their  hands. 

Some  make  a  god  of  their  wills.  When  a  perfon  follow^ 
the  fwing  of  his  own  corrupted  and  rebellious  will,  ift  oppo-^ 
fition  to  the  commanding  will  of  God  in  his  word;  what  elfe  is 
that  but  to  exalt  felf-will  above  the  will  of  God?  It  is  the  will 
of  God,  that  men  (hould  read  and  hear  his  word,  attend  his 
courts,  wait  upon  his  ordinances,  fan£lify  his  nan^e,  keep  his 
fabbath,  that  they  (hould  forego  fuch  a  luft,  that  they  fhould 
pluck  out  a  right-eye,  and  cut  off  a  right-hand  fin,  in  obedience 
to  him  who  is  the  Lord  oujr  God.  No,  fays  the  rebellious  dc-« 
praved  will, "  I  have  loved  ftrangers,  and  after  them  will  1  go* 
Who  is  the  Almighty,  that  I  (hould  ferve  him  ?  and  what  prcK 
fit  (hould  I  have  if  1  pray  unto  him  ?  Let  him  depart  -,  for  1  de** 
fire  not  the  knowledge  of  his  ways  '/*  I  know  not  the  Lordj 
neither  will  I  let  my  lufts  go. 

Will  any  man  pradtically  treat  God  after  this  manner,  and 
yet  pretend  that  he  obeys  this  command,  *ThouJbalt  have  no  otbet 
gods  before  me  ?  No,  his  own  will  is  his  god  :  and  therefore  he 
never  yet  clofed  by  a  true  faith  with  this  covenant-grant,  /  am 
the  Lord  thy  God. 

Some  again  make  a  god  of  their  rightcoufncfs,  putting  it 
in  the  room  of  him  who  is  '*  Jehovah  our  righteoufnefs  \** 
like  the  Jews,  Rom.  x.  3.  who  **  being  ignorant  of  God's 
righteoufnefs,  and  going  about  to  eftabli(h  their  own  righte* 
oufnefs,  would  not  fubmit  themfelves  unto  the  righteoufnefs 
of  God."  This  is  the  idol  which  of  all  others  it  is  the  hard- 
eft  to  pull  out  of  the  finner's  embraces.  And  the  reafon  is^ 
becaufe  felf*  righteoufnefs  is  a  thing  which  feems  to  have  the 
countenance  of  the  law  of  God  ;  and  while  a  man  has  the 
law  on  his  fide,  he  thinks  himfelf  in  fafety,  and  that  he  has 
the  approbation  of  the  Lawgiver :  **  God,  I  diank  thee,  that  t 
am  not  as  other  men,''  faid  the  felf-righteous  Pharifee.  It  is 
harder  to  convince  this  man  of  his  dangerous  (late,  than  to 
convince  an  hundred  profane  wretches  of  their  danger  i 
hence  Chrift  fays  to  the  fclf-righteous  Pharifees,  **  Publicans 
and  hailots  (hall  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  God  before 
you."  I  (hall  only  fay  to  you  who  are  hugging  this  idol  of 
your  own  iaw-righteoufnefs  in  your  bofoms,  you  (hall  as 
furely  peri(h  in  your  righteoufnefs,  as  ever  any  of  Adam's 
race  periihed  in  their  fins.  Why,  becaufe  God  has  faid,  that 
*<  by  the  works  of  the  law  no  fle<&  living  (ball  be  juftified  -^ 
2  aud 
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And,  <'  As  many  as  are  of  the  works  of  the  la^ir,  are  under 
tbe  curfe."  You  are  pretending  to  keep  the  law,  and  feekin^ 
righceoufnefs  by  the  law ;  and  yet  are  living  in  the  neglcdb 
and  contempt  of  the  firfl.  and  greated  command  in  the  whole 
law.  Thou  Jbalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me.  You  never  \  et 
difcarded  the  idol  of  felf,  and  therefore  never  learned  thac 
firft  leflTon  of  religioni  *'  If  any  man  will  be  my  difciple,  let  him 
deny  himfelf,"  &c. 

2.  Another  grand  idol,  to  which  the  grcateft  multitude  do 
bow,  is  the  world.  Solomon  tells  us  of  fome  who  have  "  the 
world fet  in  their  heart."  Ever  fmce  the  fall  of  Adam,  the  worlds 
and  vanities  thereof,  have  ufurped  that  room  in  the  heart  o£ 
man  which  is  due  unto  God  only;  and  nothing  lefs  than  inil- 
nite  power  can  unhinge  the  world  from  thac  feat  which  it  has 
got  in  our  hearts.  Hence  it  is,  that  until  a  day  of  power  coidc^ 
we  are  ever  making  a  god  of  one  thing  or  another  in  this  vi- 
Cble  perifhing  world. 

Some  make  a  god  of  their  worldly  riches  and  fubftance^ 
This  is  done  when  the  defire,  delight,  and  efteem  of  the  foul 
terminates  more  upon  thefe  than  upon  God  who  is  the  chief 
good.  O  "  who  will  ihew  us  any  good  ?*'  is  the  cry  of 
many.  But  few  fay  with  David,  "  Lord  lift  thou  up  the  light 
of  thy  countenance  upon  us.  One  thing  have  1  defired  of  the 
Lord,  that  will  I  feek  after,  that  1  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  o£ 
the  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the 
Lord,'*  &c.  The  covetous  worldling  fees  more  beauty  in  ga- 
thering duft,  than  he  fees  in  him  who  is  the  brightnefs  of  the 
Father's  glory,  and  is  more  concerned  to  get  and  keep  the 
mammon  of  this  world,  thaa  how  to  be  incerefted  in  the  un- 
fearchable  riches  of  Chrid,  or  to  lay  up  for  himfelf  treafures  in 
heaven,  which  moth  and  ruft  do  not  corrupt.  And  will  fuch 
a  man  pretend,  that  he  keeps  the  firfl:  commandment,  or  bath 
no  other  gods  before  the  Lord  ? 

Some  make  a  god  of  their  worldly  relations.  The  hulband 
may  idolife  his  wife,  the  wife  her  hufband,  parents  their  chil* 
dren,and  children  their  parents,  by  giving  more  of  their  aiFeftion 
to  them  than  unto  God  himfelf.  Upon  this  account  Chrilt  tells 
us,  "  If  we  love  father  or  mother,  brother  or  fifl:er,  more  thau 
him,  we  are  not  worthy  of  him."  When  we  delight  more  in 
focieties  of  our  friends  and  relations,  than  ia  fellowfliip  with 
God  ;  or  are  more  impatient  of  their  abfence,  than  we  are  un- 
der  God's  hidings  and  withdrawings  from  our  fouls;  in  that 
cafe  we  put  them  in  God's  room,  and  fo  break  his  command. 
Thou  Jbalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me;  and  alfo  fm  againft  the  love 
and  grace  of  his  covenant,  where  he  fays,  lam  the  Lord  thy  God* 
Of  this  kind  of  idolatry  they  are  guilty,  who  value  thcmfclves 
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more  upon  their  relation  to,  or  defcent  from,  fuchand  fuch  fa- 
milies or  ancedors,  than  upon  their  relation  to  God,  or  thofc 
vfho  are  dignified  with  his  image,  or  are  of  his  houfehold  and 
family  by  regeneration  and  adoption. 

Some  make  a  god  of  their  wordly  pleafures  :  2  Tim.  iii.  4* 
the  apoftle  tells  us  of  fome  who  **  are  lovers  of  pleafures  more 
than  lovers  of  God.*'  The  drunkard  has  more  plcafurc  in  his 
cups,  the  fwearer  in  his  oaths,  the  unclean  perfon  in  his 
fwiniih  luds,  the  unjud  perfon  in  his  unlawful  gains,  than 
in  God.  Many  will  rather  rifk  the  difpleafure  of  God,  and 
•*  rufli  upon  the  thick  boffes  of  his  buckler,  than  make  a  co- 
venant with  their  eyes"  or  other  fenfes,  that  they  may  not  be 
porches  for  the  fiery  darts  of  Satan  to  enter  in  and  inflame  the 
fuel  of  inward  lull  and  corruption.  The  apoftle  fpeaks  of 
fome  *'  whofe  god  is  their  belly,"  Phil,  iii^  19.;  they  are  more 
concerned  what  they  (hall  eat  and  drink,  or  wherewith  they 
ihall  be  clothed,  than  how  they  (hall  glorify  God,  or  advance 
their  own  orothers  fpiritual  and  eternal  well-being.  They  have 
more  pleafure  in  an  ordinary  meal  among  friends,  than  in  eat- 
ing the  flefh  and  drinking  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  God,  among 
his  friends  and  members  at  his  table.  And  is  this  to  have  no 
other  gods  before  Jehovah  our  God  ? 

Some  again  make  a  god  of  their  worldly  credit  and 
reputation:  John  v.  44.  the  Pharifees  loved  the  praife  of 
men,  more  than  that  honour  which  comes  from  God :  and 
this  was  the  reafon  of  their  rejedling  Chrift.  Will  not 
our  fpirits  rife  with  rcfentment  when  our  own  chara£ter 
or  reputation  is  attacked  ;  and  yet  bear  it  with  patience  when 
God  is  difhonoured,  or  his  holy  name  profaned  ?  which  plain* 
ly  fays,  that  our  own  honour  is  dearer  to  us  than  the  honour 
of  God ;  which  could  never  be,  if  we  had  no  other  god  before 
him. 

Some  make  a  god  of  their  worldly  helps  and  confidence  in 
the  time  of  danger,  and  truft  more  to  thefe  for  deliverance 
than  unto  himfelf :  If.  xxxi.  i.  "  Wo  to  them  that  go  down 
to  Egypt  for  help,  and  ftay  on  horfes,  and  truft  in  chaYior8» 
becaufe  they  are  many ;  and  in  horfemen,  becaufe  they  are . 
very  ftrong :  but  they  look  not  unto  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael, 
neither  feek  the  Lord  '*  There  is  a  folemn  fcurfe  pronounced 
againft  idolaters  of  this  kind,  "  Curfed  be  the  man  that  truft- 
eth  in  man,  and  maketh  flefh  his  arm,  and  whofe  heart  de- 
parteth  from  the  Lord.*^  Some  again  make  a  god  of  their 
very  enemies,  and  are  more  afraid  of  him  that  can  only  kill 
the  body,  than  they  are  of  him  who  is  able  to  caft  both  foul 
and  body  into  hell.  Some  make  a  god  of  the  devil,  who  is  in- 
deed called  "  the  god  of  this  world.*'    When  any  luft  or  idol 
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is  fet  up  and  ferved^  cither  with  body  or.  mind|  the  devil  him* 
felf  in  that  cafe  is  worfliipped  and  ferved,  though  not  intention- 
ally; hence  Jeroboam's  calves  are  called  J<rt;/7/,  ait hougii  oy 
thefe  he. only  intended  to  worfliip  the  true  Gud.  1  he  devil  is 
then  wor(hipped|  when  we  are  more  afraid  of  him  than  we  are 
to  difpleafe  God  by  fin ;  and  when  people  run  to  wizards,  or 
fuch  as  are  fuppofed  to  be  in  compact  with  the  devili  in  order 
to  afk  advice^  or  to  know  future  events,  or  to  difcover  what  is 
ftolen  or  loft ;  thisy  I  fay,  is  deviUworfhip,  and  was  the  imme- 
diate forerunner  of  Saul's  ruin,  when  he  went  to  the  witch  of 
Endor  to  feek  counfel.  It  is  joined  with  the  abominable  ido* 
latry  of  Molech,  Lev.  xx*  6. 

To  conclude,  how  many  are  there  that  make  gods  of  their 
▼lie  lufts,  and  ferve  and  obey  thefe  rather  than  God  ?  Some 
ferve  the  luft  of  uncleannefs,  fome  that  of  intemperance, 
fome  the  luft  of  revenge,  others  of  covetoufnefs  or  ambition, 
or  the  like.  O  how  innumerable  are  the  lufts  of  the  unmor* 
tified  heart  ?  yet,  according  to  the  number  of  thy  lufts,  O  fm- 
ner,  fo  are  thy  gods.  *'  Know  ye  not  (fays  the  apoftlc),  that 
to  whom  ye  yield  yourfelves  fervants  to  obey,  his  fervants  ye 
are  to  whom  ve  obey  ;  whether  of  fin  unto  death,  or  of  obedi- 
ence unto  rignteoufnefs  V  Rom.  vi.  16. 

Thus  I  have  given  you  a  Qiort  account  of  fome  other  gods 
which  people  may  have  fecretly  lodged  in  their  hearts,  while 
they  pretend  to  obey  this  command,  Ttou  Jbalt  iAe  no  othtr 
gods  bifore  me.  Take  heed  that  the  word  of  the^pprd  be  not 
againft  you ;  and  that,  while  I  have  been  minting  to  open  this 
law  or  commandment  of  God  in  its  fpirituality,  confcience  be 
not  faying,  as  Ahab  to  the  prophet,  "  Thou  haft  found  me« 
O  mine  enemy."  Has  not  this  commandment,  which  is  ex- 
ceeding broad,  difcovered  fome  other  god  in  thy  heart  than 
hi  iS  Ml  ho  fays  here,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God  ?  If  any  one  of 
thefe  idols  be  reigning  upon  the  throne  of  thy  heart,  thou  never 
fo  this  day  obeyedft  the  tirft  commandment  of  the  law  of  God. 
From  whence  it  is  eafy  to  infer,  that  thy  obedience  is  yet  to 
begin  with  refpe£t  to  the  whole  law,  and  every  other  com- 
mandment of  it ;  for  if  the  firft  be  not  obeyed  firft,  none  of 
the  reft  can  be  obeyed  ;  no,  it  is  impoflible;  becaufe,  as  I  faid  al- 
ready, the  foundation  of  all  obedience  is  laid  in  having  no 
other  god  but  him  only,  who  promifes  in  the  preface  to  be  the 
Lord  our  God.  O  Sirs,  for  the  Lord's  fake,  look  to  it  in  time, 
that  there  be  not  a  lie  in  your  right  hand,  while  you  profefs  to 
clofe  with  this  promife,  lam  the  Lord  thy  God;  for  if  you  clofe 
with  it  aright  by  faith,  you  will  juft  do  as  required  in  this  com- 
mand, faying,  1  will  have  noother  gods  before  God  in  Chrift  re- 
conciling the  world  tQ  himfelf .  Thus,  by  obeying  the  firft  com- 
mand, 
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xnand,  we  receive  Chrift,  and  reft  upon  him  alope  for  fal^tion* 
as  he  is  offered^  given,  or  promifed  in  the  gofpel^  or  covenant 
of  grace. 

Ufe  third  of  this  doftrine  may  be  by  way  of  Confolation  to  be- 
lievers, whofe  fouls,  in  obedience  to  this  commandment,  have» 
tipon  the  foundation  of  this  covenant-grant,  faid  unto  the 
Lt>rd,  Thou  art  my  Lord;  and  who  in  the  faith  of  this  pro« 
roife,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  Gody  have  gone  to  a  coftimunion-table, 
and  taken  the  bread  and  wine  in  that  ordinance  as  the  feal  of 
this  promife,  and  all  the  other  promifcs  that  depend  there- 
upon. That  you  nlay  fee  what  ftrong  confolation  is  here,  I 
pray  you  confider,  that  this  promife,  /  am  thi  Lord  thy  GoAy 
it  draws  all  the  bleffings  of  heaven  and  eternity  with  it.  There 
is  not  one  promife  from  the  beginning  of  Genefis  to  the  end 
of  the  Revelation,  which  thou  mayft  not  confidently  claim 
as  thine  own,  if  thou  haft  obeyed  the  command  of  God,  ia 
laying  hold  of  God  as  thy  God,  thy  only  God,  by  virtue 
ot  this  glorious  grant  of  fovereign  grace,  1  am  thi  Lord  thy 
Cod.    . 

It  Is  impoflible  that  I  can  tell  you  the  ten  thoufandth  part 
of  that  grace  and  glory  that  lies  in  the  womb  of  this  promife, 
I  afii  the  Lord  thy  God  s  an  infinite  God,  who  is  an  infinite 
good,  is^  in  it :  *•  Who  can  by  fearching  find  out  God  ?  who 
can  find  oitf  the  Almighty  unto  perfeftion  ?"  New  fcenes  of 
his  infininulory  will  b*^  opening  to  faints  and  angels  through 
eternity  iflPkaven.  O  then,  how  imn.enfe  is  the  treafure  that 
is  here  fecured  to  thee,  Oh  nelicvcr,in  thefe  two  or  three  words, 
/  am  the  Lord  thy  God'  Well  mayft  thou  fing,  "  The  lines 
are  fallen  unto  me  in  pleafant  places."  He  that  gave  himfelf 
unto  the  death  for  thy  redemption  in  the  perfon  of  the  Son^ 
and  gives  himfelf  as  Jehovah,  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 
by  covenant  gift  and  grant ;  how  will  he  not  with  Ais 
freely  give  thee  all  things  ?  Canft  thou  doubt  of  his  liberality 
as  to  other  things,  whtn  he  does  not  with-hold  his  infinitely 
glorious  felf  ?  Canft  thou  doubt  of  his  fulfilling  any  other 
promife  of  the  covenant,  when  thou  haft  fet  to  the  feal  of  faith 
to  this,  with  application  of  it  to  thy  foul,  /  am  the  Lord  thy 
God. 

I  might  here,  for  the  believer's  confolation,  and  the  encou-» 
ragemcnc  of  his  faith,  (hew  how  this  covenant-promife  draws  all 
the  reii  of  the  proniifes  in  its  trail),  they  being  infeparably  con-i 
jiefted  iherewitli.  To  inftance  only  in  a  few,  inftcad  of  many. 
1  am  the  Lord  thy  God :  theretore  *'  1  will  give  thee  an  heart  to 
know  n.e."  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God :  therefore  •*  1  will  fprinkl« 
thee  with  cLan  w^ter  and  tfiou  (halt  be  clean  ;  from  aU 
thy  fikhmefs,  and  fron^  all  thine  idols  will  1  cleanfe  thee."     / 

am 


£gged  out  of  Mount  StnaL  53 

am  the  Lord  thy  God  .•  therefore  "  I  will  be  merciful  to  thy  un- 
Tighteoufnefsy  and  thy  (ins  and  iniquities  will  I  remember  no 
more."  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God:  therefore  *'  I  will  put  my 
Spirit  within  thee,  and  caufe  thee  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes,  and 
thou  (halt  keep  my  judgements,  and  do  them.**  And  fo  of  all 
the  other  promifes  of  the  covenant ;  they  are  all  *'  yea  and 
amen  in  him,**  who  is  the  Lord  thy  God.  He  who  is  fo  kind 
and  good,  as  to  make  over  himfelf  to  thee  as  thy  God,  will  in- 
fallibly  make  out  and  make  good  every  promife ;  and  thou 
xnayft  truft  him,  with  afltired  confidence,  that  he  will  do  it,  be- 
caufc  he  has  faid,  lam  the  Lord  thy  God*  O  let  not  the  frequent 
repetition  of  thefe  words  make  them  unfavoury;  for  there  is 
snore  than  ten  thoufand  millions  of  heavens  of  glory  in  them 
to  the  foul  that  views  them  with  the  eye  of  faith  in  the  light 
of  the  Spirit. 

I  might  further  add,  for  the  believer's  comfort,  that  this 
promife,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God^  draws  along  with  it  the  fweet* 
eft  and  moft  endearing  offices  and  relations  that  can  be  ima- 
gined.   To  inftance  in  a  few. 

1.  He  who  16  thy  God,  is  thy  fun  to  enlighten,  dirc£b, 
warm,  and  fru£bify  thy  foul  with  his  benign  and  gracious  in- 
fluences, Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  1 1 .  The  day-fpriog  from  on  high  hath 
begun  to  vifit  thee,  the  day-ftar  hath  arifen  in  thy  heart ;  and 
though  clouds  may  overcaft  thy  iky, '  yet  the  Sun  of  righte* 
i)ufnefs  will  break  through  them,  and  return  with  the  refreih- 
ing  viGts  of  everlafting  kindnefs ;  for  *^  his  goings  forth  are 
prepared,"  or  fecured,  "  as  the  morning.  Unto  you  that  fear 
my  name,  fhall  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  arife  with  healing  in 
his  wings  \  and  ye  (hall  go  forth  and  grow  up  as  calves  of 
the  ftall,"  Mai.  iv.  2. 

2.  The  Lord  thy  God  is  a  fliield  to  proteft  and  defend 
thee  againft  all  the  attacks  of  thy  temporal  or  fpiritual  ene- 
mies. When  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world,  come  in  like  a  flood, 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  (hall  lift  up  a  ftandard  againft  them. 
He  is  "  the  flrength  of  the  poor,  the  ftrength  of  the  needy  in 
their  diftrefs,  a  refuge  from  the  ftorm,  a  (hadow  from  the 
heat,  when  the  blaft  of  the  terrible  ones  is  as  a  ftorm  againft 
the  wall."  Thy  God  is  "  the  fliield  of  thy  help,  and  the  fword 
of  thy  excellency ;  he  rides  in  the  heaven  for  thy  help,  and  in 
his  excellency  on  the  flcies." 

3.  Thy  God  is  thy  reward  :  "  Fear  not,"  fays  the  Lord  to 
Abraham,  •*  1  am  thy  ftiield  and  thy  exceeding  great  reward," 
Gen.  XV.  1.  He  is  not  only  thy  rewardcr,  but  he  himfeif  is 
thy  reward.  And  thy  God  being  thy  reward,  it  muft  be  cx- 
•eeding  great,  great  beyond  all  expreffion  or  imagination  ;  it 
^s  exceeding  great  beyond  what  eye  ever  faw,  or  ear  heard,  or 
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hath  entered  Into  the  heart  of  man  to  conceire.  Sure  fuch 
a  reward  cannot  be  of  debt,  but  of  grace  only.  It  is  the  re« 
ward,  not  of  our  fcrvice  or  obedience,  but  the  reward  of  the 
obedience  and  death  of  our  glorious  Surc^ty.  He  is  the  righ- 
teous new  Heir,  and  we  arc  •*  heirs  of  God,  and  joint  heirs 
wahjcfus  auift." 

4*  Thy  God,  believer.  Is  thy  friend.  .  There  Is  a  covenant  of 
fricndftiip  implied  in  ray  text,  lam  the  Lord  thy  God,  It  is  faid 
of  Abraham  that  he  was  "  the  friend  of  God  ;"  and  the  friend- 
{hip  is  mutual.  Whatever  kind  offices  ever  one  friend  perform* 
cd  to.  another,  thefe  doth  thy  God  perform  unto  thee.  Thy 
God  as  a  friend,  fympathifes  with  thee  in  all  thy  afflifi:ionf» 
If.  Ixiii.  p. ;  fupplies  thy  needs,  PhiK  iv.  19.  ;  imparts  his  fe- 
crets  to  thee,  the  fecrets  of  his  covenant,  and  myiteries  of  hia 
kingdom,  which  he  hides  from  the  reil  of  the  world,  Matth. 
xiii.  II.;  promifes  to  bear  thee  company  through  fire  and  wa- 
ter, life,  and  death,  If.  xliii.  2.  As  a  friend,  he  will  pay  jrou 
kindly  vifits,  and  meet  you  more  than  half  way  when  you  come 
to  vifit  him  :  *^  Thou  meeteft  him  that  rejoiceth,  and  workcth 
righteoufnefs,  thofe  that  remember  thee  in  thy  ways." 

5.  Thy  God,  believer,  is  thy  Father  :  a  Cor.  vi.  16.  17.  **  I 
will  be  their  God,  and  they  (hall  be  my  people/'  And,  ver. 
18.  it  is  added,  *<  I  will  be  a  father  unto  you,  and  ye  (hall  be 
my  fons  and  daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty.  Behold, 
what  manner  of  love  is  this,  that  we  fhould  be  called  the  fons 
of  God  !"  Let  men  and  angels  wonder  at  it,  that  we  who  arc 
fprung  of  hell,  (hould  be  dignified  with  a  name  among  the  ge-» 
neral  aflembly  and  church  of  the  firft-born.  Thy  God  is  thy 
Father  ;  and,  as  a  tender-hearted  father,  his  eye  is  upon  thee 
for  good,  his  ear  is  open  unto  thy  cry,  his  heart  follows  thee 
where-ever  thou  goelt,  his  hand  is  ready  to  help  thee  and  hold 
thee  up,  his  Spirit,  in  and  by  the  word,  to  counfel  and  com* 
fort  thee,  his  houfe  of  many  manfions  prepared  and  ready  to 
receive  thee,  whenever  thou  art  diflodged  from  the  earthly 
houfe  of  this  tabernacle. 

6.  Thy  God  is  thy  hufband  ;  If.  liv.  5.  "  Thy  Maker  Is 
thine  hufband,  the  Lord  of  hods  is  his  name ;  and  thy  Redeem- 
er the  holy  One  of  Ifrael."  Thy  name  before  him  is  Hephzi* 
bah  and  beulah  ;  he  rejoices  over  thee,  as  the  bridegroom  re«^ 
joiceth  over  his  bride.  There  is  a  complication  of  interells 
betwixt  him  and  thee  ;  and  thy  concerns  are  fo  much  his,  that 
whatever  aftion  the  law  has  againft  thee,  he  is  bound  by  virtue 
of  his  relation  to  thee  as  a  hufband,  to  cover  and  defend  thee 
againd  all  deadly. 

7.  Thy  God,  believer,  Is  thy  very  life,  yea,  the  ftrengh  o€ 
thy  life  \  ffal.  xxvii.  1.  "  The  Lord  is  the  ftrength  of  my  life, 
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of  whom  Ihall  I  be  afraid  ?"  Thy  God  Htcs  ;  and  «  bccaufc  he 
lives,  thou  (halt  live  alfo.  The  Ix>rd  Itveth,  and  blefled  be  my 
rock :  and  let  the  God  of  my  f^ivation  be  exalted.**  Thus  you 
fee  by  thefe  little  hints,  what  this  promife,  /  am  the  Lord  thy 
Godf  draws  after  it  for  the  confolation  of  the  belieTer,  who 
has  hj  faith  Uid  hold  of  it,  and  fo  obeyed  the  firft  com« 
mand.  O  Sirs,  faith's  views  of  the  grace  wrapped  up  in  this 
proniife,  would  make  us  all  to  join  ifltie  with  David,  Pfal. 
xxxi.  19.  *^  O  how  great  is  thy  goodnefs,  which  thou  haft  laid 
up  for  them  that  fear  thee ;  which  thou  haft  wrought  for  them 
that  truft  in  thee^  before  the  fons  of  men  !'*  So  much  for  the 
ufe  of  comfort. 

The  Iq/l  ufe  I  make  of  this  fubjefl  is  of  Exhortation,  i .  To 
all  in  general.     2.  To  believers. 

Firfii  A  word  of  exhortation  to  all  in  general,  to  obey  and 
keep  the  fiiA  commandment,  by  taking  hold  of  this  covenant* 
grant,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God :  which  is  ail  one,  as  if  I  (hould 
exhort  you  to  believe  in  Chrift,  or  receive  and  reft  upon  him 
alone,  &c.  When  a  (inner  believes  in  Chrift,  what  does  he 
elfe  but  receive  God  in  Chrift,  as  his  God»  by  virtue  of  the 
covenant  of  grace,  placing  his  only  reft  and  happincfs  through 
eternity  in  the  enjoyment  of  him  alone  ?  And  is  not  this  the 
very  thing  required  in  the  firft  commandment,  or  a  having  no 
other  gods  before  him  ?  The  gofpel,  holding  forth  the  objefl: 
of  faith,  and  the  command  requiring  the  obedience  of  faitb^ 
has  been  one  and  the  fame  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  how- 
ever differently  cxprcffed  and  difpcnfed.  We  generally  look 
upon  the  }aw  of  God,  delivered  to  Ifrael  at  mount  Sinai,  as 
binding  and  obligatory  upon  us  -,  and  no  doubt  it  is  the  rule 
of  obedience  to  all  mankind  unto  the  end  of  the  world,  who 
fhali  read  or  hear  of  it.  And  I  am  fo  far  from  thinking,  or 
teaching,  that  the  obligation  of  the  holy  law  is  diffolved  by  the 
grace  of  the  gofpel,  that  I  think  it  plain,  from  the  connexion 
Infinite  Wifdom  has  laid  betwixt  them  here,  it  is  (imply  impof- 
fible  any  man  can  (hare  of  the  grace  of  the  gofpel,  but  in 
a  way  of  obedience  to  the  very  firft  commandment  of  the  law, 
as  already  explained.  And  therefore  my  exhortation  to  every 
one  hearing  me  is,  to  yield  obedience  to  this  firft  command** 
ment  of  the  law ;  by  claim  by  faith  unto  a  God  in  Chrift  as 
your  God,  by  virtue  of  the  covenant,  where  he  fays,  /  am  the 
Lord  thy  God ;  and  fee  that  you  have  no  other  gods  before  him* 
Do  not  think  that  I  exhort  you  to  this,  as  though  I  fuppofed 
you  had  any  ftrength  or  power  of  your  own  to  obey ;  no, 
we  are  naturally  without  ftrength,  wholly  impotent  to  do 
any  thing  fpiritually  good  :  but  when  I  exhort  you  to  obey 
this  commandment^  I  exhort  you  to  obey  it  in  ^  depend. 
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cnce  upon  the  grace  of  him  who  commancTs  you  to  hafef 
him  as  your  own  God,  and  who  engages  himfelf  by  cove- 
nant to  be  our  God,  and  fo  to  be  the  author  and  finUher  of  out 
faith. 

Now,  to  quicken  your  compliance,  to  excite  your  obedience^ 
confider  thefe  few  particulars,  which  I  (hall  not  much  enlarge 
upon. 

1.  Confider,  that,  by  the  breach  of  the  firft  covenant,  yon 
and  I  have  forfeited  all  claim  and  title  to  the  Lord  as  our 
God.  Indeed  he  never  ceafed  to  be  our  fovereign  Lord-Crea« 
tor ;  in  no  ftate  can  this  relation  to  God  be  difiblved ;  this  re- 
lation ftands  even  in  the  ftate  of  the  damned.  But,  I  fay,  by  the 
violation  of  the  holy  law,  we  have  loft  our  covenant- relation 
to  God,  as  our  God,  our  Father,  our  friend,  our  portion :  and 
having  loft  our  God,  we  have  loft  our  life,  peace,  comfort,  and 
bappinefs  for  ever ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  are  under  his  wrath 
and  curfe,  and  fo  are  liable  to  all  miferies  in  foul  and  body 
through  time  and  eternity.  Now,  by  hearkening  unto  this 
exhortation, all  this  unfpeakable  lofs  is  repaired.  Here  you  have 
God  coming  in  a  new  and  better  covenant,  even  in  a  covenant 
of  grace,  fayiiig,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God  ;  yea,  requiring  thee, 
by  his  fovereign  authority,  to  take  him  again  as  thy  own  God, 
and  thy  only  God,  upon  the  footing  of  this  new  grant  of  grace. 
O  what  finner  is  it,  that  confiders  his  own  eternal  intereft,  but 
will  comply  with  this  command,  in  knowing  and  acknowled- 
ging  the  Lord  as  his  God!  Who  would  not  take  back  the  'for- 
feiture upon  fuch  an  eafy  ground  ! 

2.  Confider  who  it  is  that  fays,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God  ;  who 
it  is  that  iffues  out  this  command,  Thoujhalt  have  no  other  gods 
before  me.  It  is  he  "  whofe  name  alone  is  Jehovah,  the  moft 
high  over  all  the  earth  ;"  he  who  doth  whatever  pleafcs  him  itt 
the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  ; 
he  who  humbles  himfelf  when  he  beholds  things  in  heaven, 
cherubims  and  feraphims,  angels  and  archangels.  O  what  afto« 
nifhing  grace  and  condefcenfion  is  it  in  this  God,  to  come  to  a 
Cnful  worm  of  the  fallen  family  of  Adam,  faying,  lam  the  Lord 
thy  God  !  O  fliall  we  not  fall  in  with  the  dcfign  of  fuch  conde- 
fcending  grace,and  fay, We  will  have  no  other  gods  before  him  ! 
•*  This  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever  I"  If  we  do  not,  we 
reje£l  the  counfel  of  God  againft  ourfelves,  and  defpife  the 
riches  of  his  grace. 

3.  Confider,.  that  this  is  the  very  firft  duty  of  natural  and  re* 
vealed  religion,  to  know  and  acknowledge  God  as  the  only  true 
God,  and  our  God.  The  light  of  nature  teaches  us  to  own 
him  as  our  creating  God,  upon  the  ground  of  that  revelation 
he  makes  of  himfelf  to  us  in  the  works  of  creation  and  pro* 

2  vidence. 


digged  out  ^ Mount  Sinai.  57 

vidence.  Revealed  religion  teaches  us  to  own  him  as  our 
God  in  Chrifty  upon  the  ground  of  his  own  proniife  arid 
grant,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  Gcd.  So  that,  till  this  command 
be  obeyed^  a  man  is  an  Atheifl,  an  idolater,  without  God  in 
the  world,  and  is  an  utter  ilranger  both  to  natural  and  revealed 
religion.  Wo,  wo,  wo  to  the  man  or  woman  that  is  in  fuch  a 
cafe  ;  thou  art  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abi- 
deth  on  thee,  becaufe  thou  rejects  Jehovah  in  the  perfon  of 
the  Son  as  thy  God  and  Redeemer  \  and  upon  the  matter, 
fayeft,  I  will  have  other  gods  before  him,  1  will  not  have  him 
as  the  Lord  my  God. 

4.  Coniider,  thou  can  perform  no  duty  of  the  law  acceptably 
until  thou  obey  this  command,  and  ciofe  with  this  covenant- 
grant,  as  was  cleared  already.  All  thy  a£ls  of  obedience  to  the 
other  commandments,  they  are  but  fplendid  fms,  an  abomina- 
tion to  God,  till  this  covenant-grant  be  received,  in  obedience 
to  the  firft  precept  of  his  law.  The  foul  of  all  obedience  ia 
wanting,  till  a  man  begin  here ;  hence  all  his  works  are  but  dead 
woiks. 

5.  Condder,  how  willing  he  is  to  be  thy  God,  even  thine 
oivn  Gody  O  finner.  If  he  were  not  willing,  would  he  ever 
ipeak  in  fuch  a  dialed  to  thee  as  here,  faying,  /  am  the 
Lord  thy  Cod?  Would  he  ever  lay  thee  under  fuch  a  command 
of  love,  as  to  fay,  Thoujbalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me?  thou  (haU 
know  and  acknowledge  me  as  thy  own  God  and  portion,  as  thy 
only  hope  and  happinefs  in  time  and  through  eternity  ?  O  do 
not  fufpe£i  his  candour  and  ingenuity  j  fer  "  the  Itrength  of 
Ifrael  will  not  lie  i"  he  hates  it  in  others,  and  therefore  it  is 
impoffible  he  can  be  guilty  of  it  himfelf.  We  would  reckon  that 
man  a  blafphemer,  who,  with  his  mouth,  ihould  utter  fuch 
words  as  thefe.  It  is  not  as  God  fays,  he  is  not  the  Lord  my 
God  :  and  yet  this  blafphemy  every  unbelieving  finner  is  guilty 
of;  he  makes  God  a  liar,  and  denies  that  God  fpeaks  the  truth 
in  his  heart,  when  he  fays  to  him,  lam  the  Lord  thy  God ;  and, 
at  the  fame  time,  rebels  againft  his  authority,  requiring  him 
to  make  faith's  application  of  this  covenant-grant  to  his  own 
foul. 

6.  Confider,  there  is  an  abfolute  neceflitylhat  thou  lay  hold 
on  this  covenant-grant  in  obedience  to  this  command.  Why, 
there  is  no  living,  and  no  fafe  dying,  without  God.  Without 
God,  thou  art  without  hope  in  the  world  :  withouc  God,  thou, 
and  all  thou  haft  in  a  world,  are  curfcd ;  curfed  in  thy  baflcet 
and  itore,  in  the  houfe  and  field,  in  thy  outgoings  and  inco- 
mings. Without  God  you  cannot  die,  without  dying  the  fecond 
death,  as  well  as  the  firft  :  "  They  that  are  far  from  thee  fliall 
perifl).     What  wilt  thou  do,"  O  finner,  •'  in  the  day  of  vi- 
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fitation,'^  who  liveft  in  difobcdicnce  to  this  command,  and  rc- 
fufeft  the  grace  contained  in  this  covenant- grant  ?  "  to  whom 
wilt  thou  flee  for  help  ?  and  where  wilt  tkou  leave  thy  gio- 
Xy  ?''  How  will  you  look  God  in  the  face,  when  arraigned  be* 
fore  his  awful  taribunal  ?  What  a  knell  will  it  giy«  to  thy 
heart,  when  thou  heareft  this,  as  the  firft  and  leading  article 
of  thy  indi£lment,  ITiere  is  the  nnan  who  would  not  know  and 
acknowledge  me  as  his  God  and  Redeemer  J  me,  who  ftretched 
out  my  arms  of  grace  to  embrace  him,  and  whofe  bowels  fent 
out  a  found  after  him,  faying,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  G^dr  ■  *Th9u 
Jljalt  have  no  other  gods  before  me  !  he  preferred  felf  and  the  world 
to  me,  and  therefore  now  "  1  will  hugh  :tt  his  calamity,  and 
mock  when  his  fear  is  come''  upoti  him.  O  ^  confiderthig,  ye 
that  forget  God,  Icaft  he  tear  you  in  pieces,  and  there  be  none 
to  deliver"  put  of  his  hand. 

7.  Confjdcr  what  advantage  will  redound  to  thy  foul  by  .obey- 
ing this  command  with  an  eye  to  tl)ecovcnant»proi"rufe.  Thoffc 
art  made  up  for  ever ;  all  falvation,  as  you  heard,  is  wrapped 
up  in  this  one  word,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God.  Arid  in  the  lakii 
of  it  thou  mayeft  go  through  the  valley  of  the  fhadowof  death, 
without  fearing  any  evil;  for  thy  God  is  with  thee,  he  will 
never  leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee. 

But  1  fhall  iiot  further  infift  in  preffing  this  cxhortatioa 
with  arguments.  One  would  think  that  no  man  that  be- 
^i^ves  a  future  ftate  of  eternal  happinefs  or  mifcTv,  needs 
to  be  much  urged  to  know  and  acknowledge  God  in  Chrift  , 
as  his  God,  upon  this  new  grant  of  fovercign  grace;  this 
being  the  very  hinge  iipon  which  a  comfortable  eternity  doth 
turn.  All  I  lliall  do  further,  in  profecuting  this  exhortation, 
is,  to  anfwer  a  few  obje6lions  which  carnal  resifon  and  unbe- 
lief will  very  readily  muller  up  againlt  this  do£lrine  and  ex-  ^ 
hortation 

Obijcf.  I .  May  one  fay,  I  have  loft  all  claim  and  title  to  the 
Lord  as  my  God,  by  violating  the  holy  law  s  and  1  think  I 
hear  God  faying  to  me  with  a  frown,  **  How  fhall  I  put 
thee  among  the  children,"  who  hail  forfeited  thy  rela- 
tion to  me  ?  and  therefore  I  dare  not  own  and  acknowledge 
I'.iin  ^s  the  Lord  my  God.  Anfw,  It  is  indeed  true,  that  you 
and  I,  and  all  mankind,  have  loft  our  title  and  relation  to  him 
as  our  God  by  the  firft  Adam,  and  the  breach  of  the  firft  cove- 
irant :  and  fince  the  fall  of  Adam,  God  never  faid  to  any  finncr 
upon  a  law-ground,  I  am  the  herd  thy  God\  no,  when  a  finncr 
looks  at  that  airth,  his  hope  and  Itrength'^eriflics  for  ever 
from  the  Lord.  But,  O  Sirs,  here  is  a  new  covenant,  a  new 
gift  or  grant'that  God  makes  of  himfelf,  which  does  notga  ■ 
upon  the  ground  of  our  obedience  to  the  law  as  its  condition, 
but  upon  the  ground  of  fovcrcign  grace,  reigning  through, the 
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Tlghtcoiifriefs  of  Gtxl-man :  here,  I  fay,  is  a  new  claim  of 
right  prefentcd  to  tlie  guilty  finner,  /  am  thg  Lord  thy  God; 
♦*  I  will  be  unto  them  a  Fatlier,  and  they  fliall  be  my  fons  anil 
daughters,  faith  the  Lord  Almighty."  Thcfe  and  the  iik'j  ab- 
folute  and  indefinite  promifvrs  are  univerfally  difpcnfed  to  all 
and  every  one,  as  the  ground  of  faith.  And  left  any  finner, 
through  a  fenfe  of  guiit,  (liould  fcare  to  lay  hold  upon  chis 
new  claim  of  right,  here  is  the  warrant  fubjoined  and  annexed 
to  the  claim,  Thoufialt  have  no  other  gods  before  ir.-:. 

Ohjt5l.  2.  I  am  afraid  lesiit  God  be  not  frying  this  to  me  in 
particular,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  Gsd\  and*  therefore  dare  not  lay 
hold  of  it.  I  fear  lead  ho  be  not  requiring  me  in  particular, 
by  this  commandment,  to  know  and  acknowledge  him  as  my 
God.  Anpiv,  It  is  by  ihefc  and  the  like  groundlefs  furmifcs 
and  infinuations,  that  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief  turns  us  away 
from  the  iivin;^  God,  and  from  taking  hold  of  his  covenant. 
But  pray,  tell  me,  in  good  earned,  do  you  think  to  difputc 
away  the  binding  obligation  of  the  very  firft  commandment  of 
the  law  of  God  ?  for,  as  was  faid,  at  the  fame  time  that  yoi: 
rcfufe  to  tjke  hold  of  tl)is  covenanr-grant,  you  uifobty  the  lirlt 
and  leading  precept  of  the  law.  Why,  will  you  own  the  obliga- 
tion of  the  other  conmiandments  of  the  law,  and  reject  this  ?  I 
fuppofe  there  are  none  of  you  but  will  readily  acknowledge, 
that  you  in  particular  are  bound  to  honour  your  parents,  net 
to  kill^  deal,  commit  adultery,  &c.  You  may  with  as  good 
reafon  fay  or  think,  that  thefe  other  precepts  do  not  bind  you 
in  particular,  as  imagine  that  you  are  not  particularly  bourfdby 
the  frrft  to  know  and  acknowledge  a  God  in  Chrid  as  your  God. 
Why  fo  much  prejudiced  againit  the  Srd  and  chief  command- 
ment of  God  beyond  ail  others  ?  What  account  Ciin  be  render- 
ed for  it,  that  men  fliould  thruit  away  from  them  the  fird  com- 
mandment of  the  very  law  of  nature,  when  grafted  into  the 
gofpel. covenant,  and  made  fo  fubfervient  to  their  eternal  fal- 
vation  ?  1  know  of  no  folid  reafon  that  can  be  given  for  it,  hut 
that  of  the  apodle,  "  The  gcd  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the 
minds  of  them  which  believe  not.*' 

Object,  3.  I  cannot  refufe  that  the  command,  Thoujhalt  have 
m  other  gods  before  me^  is  binding  upon  me  in  particular  ;  but  1 
can  never  tliink  that  it  is  to  mt  in  pakticular  that  Gcd  is  laying, 
1  am  the  Lord  thy  God.  Affiv.  Who  authoril'cd  you,  or  any  of 
Adam's  race,  to  put  afunder  what  Goil  has  joined:'  1  ani  lure 
it  is  not  by  God's  warrant  that  this  is  down  \  and  thtrrclorc 
you  ma-y  cafily  divine  that  it  is  from  a  wori'e  airth.  It  iii  the 
^reat  plot  of  Satan  to  break  that  connecVIon  which  Gcil  has 
laid  betwixt  the  gofpel  and  the  law ;  for  he  kn^ws  very  witi], 
that  if  the  gofpel  he  feparatc  from  the  law,  or  the  law  from  the 

gofpd. 


€o      \  A  Treafure  of  Gofpel'grace 

gofpel,  in  the  matter  of  pra6lice,  not  one  of  the  command^ 
ments  of  the  law  can  be  obeyed  to  purpofe.  And  this  firfli 
CQmmand  in  particular,  if  it  be  disjoined  from  the  gofpeUpro- 
Hiife  laid  in  the  preface,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  Goefy  it  can  no  more 
be  obeyed  by  a  fin'ner,  than  if  he  were  commanded  to  pull  the 
fun  or  moon  out  of  the  firmament.  Pray  confider,  while  you 
ownithe  obligation  of  the  precept,  and  mean  while  refufc  your 
intereft  or  concern  with  the  preface,  you  acknowledge  your 
obligation  to  obedience,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time  caft  away  the 
foundation  upon  which  your  obedience  is  to  (land;  thus  you 
buildjwjthout  a  foundation,  and  how  can  that  building  (land  ? 
It  will  fall,  and  great  will  be  the  fall  of  it.  And  therefore,  in 
the  name  of  God,  I  proclaim  that  this  promife,  I  am  the  Lord 
thy  Gody  is  to  you,  and  your  feed,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off. 
Did  not  God  fpeak  to  every  individual  in  the  camp,  when  he 
littered  thefe  words,  1  am  the  Lord  thy  God;  as  well  as  when  he 
added.  Thou  /halt  have  no  other  gods  before  me  ?  The  fame  is  he 
faying  to  you,  and  me,  and  every  one  of  us  ;  and  therefore  let 
us  not  call  away  our  own  mercy  ;  to  us,  as  well  as  unto  them, 
•*  belong  the  adoption,  and  the  covenants,  and  the  giving  of 
the  law,  and  the  promifes." 

Ohj.  4,  What  if  all  that  is  intended  in  thefe  words,  /  am  the 
Lord  thy  God,  be  only  either  an  alfertion  of  divine  fovereign- 
ty,  or  of  an  external  federal  relation  to  Ifrael  as  the  feed  and 
poderity  of  Abraham,  and  the  only  vifible  church  ?  And  if  fo, 
where  is  there  a  foundation  in  them  for  me  to  believe  in  him. 
as  the  Lord  my^  God  ?  Anfw.  I  am  far  from  excluding  any  of 
thefe  things  the  objeflion  mentions  as  comprehended  in  thefe 
words,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God  :  and  1  grant,  that  if  no  more  were 
included  in  them,  I  do  not  fee  how  they  could  be  a  foundation 
of  fpecial  and  faving  faith  to  me,  or  any  elfe.  But  that  it  is 
other  wife,  will  not  readily  be  denied  by  any,  if  they  confider 
•what  it  is  Gdd  requires  of  us  in  the  firit  command,  as  infepa- 
rably  connefted  with  the  preface.  Pray  confider  it  a  little.  Is 
this  all  that  God  calls  for  by  the  firft  precept  pf  his  law,  to 
know  and  acknowledge  him  as  our  fovereign  Lord-Creator, 
Or  th^t  he  is  a  God  to  the  vifible  church  by  external  federal 
relation  ?  No  doubt,  thefe  are  truths  indifpenfibly  to  be  belie- 
cd  :  but  there  is  more  required,  namely,  to  believe  that  he  is 
the  Lord  our  God  in  Chrid,  and  to  worfliip  and  glorify  him 
accordingly.  The  external  ifederal  relation  that  God  bears  to 
the  vifible  church,  becomes  fpecial  when  this  promife  is  applied 
by  a  faving  faith  ;  hence  tliis  is  the  common  argument  where- 
with Ifrael  is  urged  to  believe  and  repent  through  all  the  Old 
Teftament ;  particularly,  Pfal.  Ixxxi.  9  — 1 1.  And  whenever 
faving  faith  was  a£led,  whereby  their  turn  unto  him  was  in- 
fluenced, they  commonly  fallen  upon,  and  apply  this  funda- 
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mental  promifc  iii  my  text,  Jer.  iii.  22.  So  thnt,  I  fay,  there  is 
more  in  thcfe  words,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  than  a  bare  aflcr- 
tion  of  divine  fovereiprnty,  or  of  his  coven;int-rclation  to  Ifrael 
as  a  vifible  church ;  there  is  in  th'em  a  glorious  new-covenant 
grant  orijift  that  God  makesof  hirrfelf  tousin  Chriil  as  our  God, 
to  be  applied  by  a  faving  faith :  and  when  fach  a  faith  is  aAed 
upon  it,  the  native  echo  of  the  foul  unto  it'  is,  "  This  God  is 
my  God  ;*'  I  believe  it,  becaufe  he  himfclf  hath  faid  it,  and 
faid  it  not  to  others  only  but  to  me  in  particular  ;  "  I  will  fay. 
It  is  my  people ;  and  they  fliall  fay,  the  Lord  is  my  God." 
It  is  true  indexed,  no  man  can  fpeak  this  diile£t  of  f.iitli 
without  the  Holy  Spirit ;  but  to  fay  that  there  is  uoc  fuiucient 
ground  for  a  particular  applicatory  faith  in  the  bare  word  or 
promife  of  God,  abftraclly  confidcred,  is  to  apologize  for  the 
unbelief  of  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel,and  to  run  into  the  error  of 
the  enthuiiafts,  who  fufpend  the  duty  of  believing,  not  up- 
on the  word  of  God,  but  upon  the  work  and  light  of  the  Spi- 
rit within. 

Object,  5.  If  this  promife  be  made  to  every  one  in  the  vi- 
fible church,  how  (hall  the  veracity  of  the  Promifer  be  falvcd, 
or  vindicated,  feeing  there  are  many  who  come  Ihort  of  it,  ma- 
ny to  whom  he  never  becomes  their  God  in  a  fpeciai  covenant- 
relation. 

Unto  this  objeftion  I  might  anfwer,  by  way  of  retortion, 
How  is  it  that  the  unbeliever  makes  God  a  liar,  if  the  pro- 
mife be  not  made  to  him  in?  particular  ?  for  if  the  promife, 
and  the  faithfulnefs  of  the  Promifer,  be  not  to  him,  he  can- 
not be  blamed  for  not  believing,  or  not  fetting  to  his  feal 
to  a  promife  never  made  to  him.  Can  he  be  condemned 
for  not  intermeddling  with  a  thing  that  docs  not  belong  to 
him?  Again,  I  aflc,  How  was  it  that  God,  in  a  confilten- 
cy  with  his  faithfulnefs,  made  unbelieving  Ifrael  to  know 
his  breach  of  promife.  Numb.  xiv.  34.  after  he  had  made 
a  grant  or  gift  of  the  land  of  Canaan  to  them,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  bring  them  into  it,  while  yet  tiiey  never  were  al- 
lowed to  enter  it,  but  dropt  their  carcafcs  in  the  wildernefs, 
God  having  fworn  that  they  llioald  not  enter  into  his  reft  ? 
The  faithfulnefs  of  God,  in  breaking  his  promifiL*  that  h^  had 
made  to  that  generation,  is  falvcd  by  landing  th^  blame  upon 
their  own  unbelief;  they  believed  not  his  word,  they  trulted 
not  in  his  falvation,  they  gave  more  credit  to  the  falfe  ly- 
ing report  of  the  wicked  fpies,  than  to  the  word  and  pro- 
mife of  him  for  whom  it  is  impollible  to  lie  •,  and  becaufe 
they  made  Go<l  a  liar,  therefore  his  prom.fvi  made  to  them 
turned  to  be  of  no  effeft  unto  them.  In  ii!;e  manner,  a 
promife  is  left  us  of  entering  into  a  fpirituiii  aad  eternal  reft ; 
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hxxV  mean  time  mod  have  reafon  to  fear  left  God  make  them 
to  know  hU  breach  of  promife,  by  excluding  them  out  of 
that  promifed  reft,  bccaufe  of  their  unbelief.  The  faichfuU 
nefs  of  God  is  not  in  the  lead  impeached  hereby^  becaufe 
the  unbeliever  calls  his  fatthfalnefs  in  queftion^  and  re^ 
je^H  his  promife,  as  a  thing  not  worthy  of  regard.  Can 
a  man  be  charged  with  unfaitbfulnefs,  in  not  beftowing  him- 
felf  and  his  eftate  upon  a  woman  to  whom  he  has  made 
a  promife  of  marriage,  if  the  woman  to  whom  it  was  made 
refufc  his  offer  and  promife  ?  The  faithfulnefs  of  the  ban* 
kers  of  Scotland  is  engaged  in  particular  to  the  bearer  of  their 
note;  but  if  the  bearer  fhall  tear  the  note,  or  throw  it 
away  as  a  piece  ufclcfs  paper,  their  veracity  is  nowife  im* 
peached,  though  they  never  pay  that  man  the  fum  contained 
in  the  note ;  fo  here. 

ObjeSf,  6.  If  I  could  find  the  marks  and  evidences  of  fa-* 
ving  grace  once  wrought  in  n>y  foul^  then  indeed  I  couid 
acknowledge  and  believe  the  Lord  is  my  GDd ;  but  till  then 
I  dare  nof,  neither  do  I  think  it  my  duty.  Jinfw,  I  do  own 
that  none  can  warrantably  draw  this  condufion  that  they  arc 
in  a  It  ate  of  grace,  within  the  bond  of  the  covenant,  or  faving* 
ly  intereftcd  in  the  Lord  as  their  God,  till  they  have  exa* 
mined  the  matter  at  the  bar  of  the  word,  and  upon  trial  have 
found  fuch  marks  of  grace  as  warrant  them  to  draw  fuch  a 
conclu(ion.  But  this  is  not  the  queftion  now  under  confidera- 
tion.  The  queftion  at  prcfcnt  is,  "yVhether  it  be  lawful  and 
warrantable  ior  a  poor  (inner,  who  is  fo  far  from  finding  any 
works  of  grace  or  gracious  qualifications  in  himfelf,  that  he  can 
fee  nothing  but  fin  and  mifery,  feels  himfelf  to  be  an  heir  of 
hell  and  wrath;  whether,  I  fay,  it  be  his  duty,  upon  the  footing 
of  this  covenant  grant  and  promife,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  Gody  to 
know,  belifve,  and  acknowledge  the  Lord  as  his  God  ?  And 
if  this  be  the  queftion,  which  it  mult  be,  it  is  all  one  as 
if  it  were  aikcd,  whether  it  be  the  immediate  duty  of  fuch 
n  pcrlbn  to  obey  the  firft  conin-.and  of  the  n^oral  law  as  it 
ilands  under  a  covenant  of  grace  ?  or,  Whether  a  perfon  is 
to  forbear  ohedience  to  the  firft  command  in  the  law  o£ 
God,  till  lie  find  gracicus  quidiucittions  wrought  in  his  foul. 
To  affirm  which,  were  upon  the  matter  to  fay,  that  the  firil 
commandment  of  the  law  does  not  enjoin  tht:  firft  duty  of 
religion,  but  that  fometliing  is  to  be  dt>ne  before  we  do  the 
thing  that  God  requires  ot  us  in  the  firft  phice  as  the  foun- 
<iation  of  all  other  acls  of  obedience  ;  and  that  is,  to  know  and 
believe  that  God  in  Chrift  is  cur  God,  by  virtue  of  a  covenant 
ot  grace  .contained  in  thefe  words,  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  Such 
itungc  abfurdities  we  inevitably  run  ourfclves  into,  when  wc 

keep 
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keep  not  in  the  cleanly  path  of  faith  chalked  out  to  us  in  the 
word. 

OhjeB.  7.  We  £ear  that  fins  way  of  teachinji^  IczA  us  in 
to  a  prefumptnouB  confidence ;  and  therefore  ifve  arc  afraid 
to  meddle  with  it*     Aftfw.  God  teaches  no  man  to  prcftime 
whe^  he  requires  him  to  have  no  other  gods  before  him. 
Tour  approven  Catechtfm  does  not  teach  you  to  prefumc, 
when  it  tells  you,  that  God  in  this  commandment  requires 
yoo  to  know  and  acknowledge  him  as  God,   and  as   your 
God ;  and  that  becaufe  ho  b  the  Lord,  and  our  God«  there- 
fore we  ire  bound  to  keep  all  his  commandments.     But  be- 
fides,  as  I  tdd  you  in  the  ufe  of  trial,  the  man  who  in  a 
prefumptuous  way  lays  claim  to  the  liOrd  as  his  God,   he 
cither  lays  claim  to  him  out  of  ChriU:,   or  he  does  it  not 
upon  the  footing  of  the  faithfuhiefd  of  God  en^.)ged  in  the 
covenant ;  or  elfc^  while  he  fays  with  bis  mouth  that  the 
Ix)rd    is   his  God,  he    hath   other  gods    before    him:    in 
•which  cafe,  God  fcys  to  the  man,  ^  What  hall  thou  to  do 
to  make  mention  of  my  covenant  ?  feeing  thou"  haft  other 
gods  before  me  in  thy  heart,  and  thus  thou  ^*  hated  inftruclion, 
and  cafteft  my  counfel  behind  thy  back.*' 

ObjeS,  8.  God  is  angry,  he  carries  toward  me  as  an  enemy, 
he  fmites  by  the  word  and  rod;  how  then  (hall  I  adventure  to 
fay  he  is  the  Lord  my  God  ?  Anfw.  It  is  true  God  was  an- 
gry ;  but  his  anger  or  Yindiftive  wrath  having  fpent  itfelf 
upon  our  glorious  Surety,  we  may  now  fay,  with  the  church. 
If.  xii.  I.  "  His  anger  is  turned  away,  and  he  comfortrth 
us.  Behold  God  is  my  falvation :  I  will  truft,  and  not  be 
afraid.**  Having  fmelt  a  fwcct  favour  in  the  facrifice  of  the 
death  of  Chrift,  the  deluge  of  wrath  is  recalled,  and  a  pro- 
clamation iflued  out,  "  Fury  is  net  in  me  :"  I  am  the  Lord  thy 
God:  Thoujhalt  have  no  oiker  gods  before  tne.  O  Sirs,  this-  is 
not  the  language  of  anger  and  wrath,  hut  the  language  of 
love,  mercy,  and  of  infinite  bowels  of  pity  and  good  will 
toward^msn  upon  earth.  As  for  the  appearance  ot  anger  in 
his  difpen fattens,  no  man  can  know  either  love  or  hatred,  by 
all  that  is  before  him  :  the  only  way  to  judge  of  the  love 
of  his  heart,  is  to  read  it  in  and  by  his  M-ords  of  grace  ;  for 
thefe,  and  not  his  external  difpenfations,  ar^  the  exadt  por- 
traiture of  his  deep  and  infinite  heart.  It  is  true  indeed, 
we  are  told  that  **  God  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every 
day  :"  but  what  is  his  grand  and  fundamental  quarrel  with 
them?  In  is  this,  that  though  he  has  fciid,  lam  the  Lord 
thy  Gcd  af:d  Redeemer  ;  though  he  has  given  fiich  a  glorious  . 
pioof  of  this  as  to  give  his  only  begotten  Son,  and  to  give 
him  up  to  the  death   for  our  redemption  \  thouj^h  ht  has 
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engaged  his  faithfulnefs  to  us  in  a  new  covenant )  yet  they 
will  not  know  and  acknowledge  the  Lord  as  Godj  and  as 
their  God,  but  will  havefome  other  j^ods  before  him.  To  con- 
clude, the  defign  of  all  the  threatenings  of  the  word,  and  of  all 
the  angry-like  difpenfations  of  his  providence,  is,  that  we  may 
flee  from  his  wr;ith,  and  may  not  ru(h  upon  the  thick  bofTes  of 
his  buckler,  but  may  turn  to  him  as  our  God  in  Chrift,  and  live, 
Ezek,  xxxiii.  !i. 

OhjeSi*  9«  What  if  it  was  only- to  the  eleft  or  believers 
in  the  camp  of  Ifrael  that  God  fpake,  when  he  faid,  /  am 
the  Lord  thy  God?  If  fo,  they  cannot  be  a  foundation  of 
faith  to  all.  j^nfw.  This  objediion  Hill  breaks  the  oonnec):ion 
God  has  made  betwixt  the  promife  and  the  precept,  which 
muft  not  be.  I  believe  no  man  will  adventure  to  fay,  that 
the  command,  Thou  Jhalt  have  no  ether  gods  before  fne^  was 
only  to  the  ele£l  or  believers ;  but  to  the  eleO:  and  reprobate, 
believers  and  unbelievers.  The  whole  law  was  given  to 
every  man,  no  man  exeemed  :  now,  did  God  tic  them  all 
to  obedience  by  his  command,  and  yet  at  the  fame  time 
take  away  the  foundation  of  obedience,  which  lies  in  "the 
promife  ?  No,  the  one  muft  run  parallel  with  the  other  ; 
the  promife  in  its  exhibition  muft  be  as  extenfive  as  the  obli- 
gation of  the  command ;  the  objeft  of  faith  muft  be  prefented 
to  all  whofe  duty  it  is  to  believe  ;  the  promifef  is  among  things 
revealed  as  well  as  the  precept,  and  therefore  do  equally  belong 
unto  us.  '*  What  God  has  joined  let  no  man  fcparate."  It  is 
true,  thefe  words,  /  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  confidered  as  in  his 
mind,  purpofe,  and  decree,  belonged  only  to  the  ele£b  ;  but 
conGdered  as  uttered  or  fpoken  indefinitely,  they  ceafe  to  be 
a  decree  with  refpe^l  unto  us  ;  we  are  to  look  upon  them  as 
a  promife  tendered  to  us  as  the  ground  of  our  faith ;  and  fo 
they  have  a  rtfpeft  to  every  one  commanded  to  have  him  as 
his  own  Gcd. 

•I  Ihall  fliut  up  this  difcourfe  with  two  or  three  words  of  ex- 
hortation or  advice  to  you  who  have  in  reality  obeyed  this 
firft  commandment  of  the  royal  law,  by  laying  hold  upon  God  . 
in  Chrift  as  your  God,  by  virtue  of  his  faithfulnefs  engaged  in 
this  glorious  grant,  /  cm  the  Lord  thy  God.  O  what  (hall  we, 
or  what  can  we,  render  unto  him,  who,  after  we  had  loft  him 
as  our  God  by  fin,  renders  himfelf  back  to  us  in  a  new  cove- 
nant, fealing  it  with  his  own  blood,  and  attefting  it  by  the 
three  that  bear  record  in  heaven  !  There  are  thefe  few  things  \ 
the  Lord  thy  God  requires  of  thee  in  a  way  of  gratitude. 

I.  Love  him  as  thy  God,  and  love  all  that  bear  his  image  ; 

for  this  is  the  fum  of  the  ten  commandments,  "  Thou  (halt  love 

the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  with  all  thy  foul,  with  all 
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thy  ftrength,  and  with  all  thy  mind ;  and  thy  neighbour  as  thy- 
-felf/*    This  love  is  the  fulfillinjj  of  the  law. 

2.  Truft  him  as  thy  God  ;  "  Truft  ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever : 
ibr  in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  cverlafting  ftrength.  Truft  in  him 
^t  all  times,  ye  people."  Truft  him  for  every  promifed  blefl"- 
5ng  ;  and  a(k  them  of  him  in  prayer,  for  they  arc  agreeable  to 
Jiis  will.  , "  And  this  is  the  confidence  that  we  have  toward 
liim,  that,  if  we  aflc  any  thing  according  to  his  will,  he  heareth 
us.  Caft  all  thy  cares  upon  thy  God,  and  in  every  thing  by 
prayer  let  your  requefts  be  made  known  unto  him." 

3.  Wormip  him  as  thy  God  :  "  He  is  thy  Lord,  and  worfhip 
thou  him.**  And  O  worihip  him  in  the  beauties  of  holincfs, 
for  "  holinefs  becomes  his  fanftuary  for  ever." 

4.  *'  Walk  before  thy  God,  and  be  thou  perfe£l.  All  people 
m\\  walk  every  one  in  the  name  of  his  god,  and  we  will  walk 
in  the  name  of  the  Lord  our  God  for  ever  and  ever.  Walk 
worthy  of  him  who  h^th  called  you  out  of  darknefs  into  his 
marvellous  light.  Let  your  light  fo  fhine  before  men,  as 
others  feeing  your  good  works,  may  glorify  your  Father  which 
is  in  heaven." 

5.  Praifc,  extol,  and  magnify  him  as  your  God  :  Exod.  xv.  2. 
"  He  is  my  God,  and  I  will  prepare  him  an  habitation  ;  my 
father's  God,  and  I  will  exalt  him."  Let  the  high  praifes  of 
thy  God  be  continually  in  thy  mouth,  that  ever  faid  to  thy  foul, 
lam  the  Lord  thy  God.  Join  iflue  with  David,  Pfal.  xviii.  46. 
faying, "  the  Lord  liveth,  and  blcfled  be  myTlock  :  and  let  the 
God  of  my  falvation  be  exalted." 

6.  Lajllyy  Difband  all  other  gods  :  Thujhalt  have  no  other 
gods  before  me  :  let  nothing  ufuip  his  room.  "  Little  children 
keep  yourfelf  from  idols.  Hear,  O  my  people,  and  I  will  teftify 
onto  thee  :  O  Ifiael,  if  thou  wilt  hearken  unto  me  ;  there  fliall 
no  ftrange  god  be  in  thee :  neither  (halt  thou  worihip  any 
ftrange  god."     /  am  the  Lord  thy  God,  Plal.  ixxxi.  8—10. 
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THE  STANDARD  OF  HEAVEN  LIFTED  UP  AGAINST  TH* 
POWERS  OF  HELL,  AND  THEIR  AUXILIARIES. 


BEltIG 

THE  SUBSTANCE  OF  SOME  S£RMONS 

PREACHED  UPON  DIFFERENT  OCCASIONS,  AT  THE  CELEBRATION 
OF  THE  lord's  SUPPER  IN  KINCLAVEN,  BURNTISLAND,  ANQt 
ORWELL,  anno  1730* 


Is  A.  lix.  19. — When  the  enemy  Jballeotne  in  like  ajhod^the  Spirit 
of  the  Lordjball  lift  up  ajlandard  againfi  him. 

FRoM  the  1 6th  verfe  of  this  chapter  and  downward,  w6 
have  an  illuftrious  prophecy  concerning  our  glorious  Re- 
deemer, and  the  falvation  he  was  to  work  for  loft  (inners  by 
his  obedience  unto  the  death.  He  is  introduced  as  a  renowned 
champion,  taking  the  field  in  our  quarrel,  when  there  wai 
none  to  interpofe  for  our  deliverance  from  the  thraldtom  of 
hell  and  lin.  He  puts  on  his  armour,  vcr.  17.  And  what  is 
it  ?  Righteoufnefs  is  his  breaftplate,  falvation  his  helmet,  veto* 
geance  againft  Satan  and  his  confederates  his  clothing,  and  zeal 
for  his  Father's  glory  and  our  good  his  cloak  or  mantle.  Being 
thus  armed,  he  diftributes  death  and  ruin  among  all  thofe  who 
iland  in  the  way  of  his  undertaking,  .ver.  18.  "  According  to 
their  deeds,  accordingly  he  will  repay,  fury  to  his  adverfarks, 
recompence  to  his  enemies,"  &c- 

Thus,  having  carried  the  day,  fpoiled  principalitres  and 
powers,  the  fame  thereof  fpreads  among  the  Gentile  nations, 
upon  the  wings  of  the  everlafting  gofpel.  And  what  is  the 
fruit  of  this  ?  Vcr.  19.  "  So  (hall  they  fear  the  name  of  the 
Lord  from  the  weft,  and  his  glory  from  the  rifing  of  the 
fun."  The  meaning  is,  that  the  Gentile  nations  ftiould  come 
from  eaft  and  weft  to  the  kingdom  of  the  New  Teftament 
church,  which  is  the  nurfcry  for  the  kingdom  of  glory  ; 
-  wheri 
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D^Ken  the  Jews»  who  had  been  for  a  long  time  the  onlv  children 
of  the  kingdom^  fhpuld  be  cad  out  into  utter  darknefs,  be- 
caufe  of  their  unbelief,  in  rejeQing  and  crucifying  the  Lord 
of  glory. 

But  now,  when  the  powers  of  hell  are  thus  overthrowti 
by  a  glorious  Redeemer,  and  his  New  Teftament  church 
reared  up  among  the  Gentiles  (  will  the  routed  enemy  ever 
rally  his  forces,  or  moleft  the  church  of  God  any  more  ?— « 
Yea,  fays  the  prophet,  after  all  this,  the  enemy  nvill  come  in 
like  a  flood  i  but  though  he  do,  he  (hall  not  i'ucceed  in  his 
attempts,  for  the  Spirit  of  the  Lordfball  lift  up  aflandard  againjl 
him. 

So  then,  in  the  words  we  have  thefe  two  things  in  general. 
J.  An  attack  made  by  the  gates  of  hell  upon  the  church  of 
God  :  The  enemy  fhali  come  in  like  a  floods  2«  We  have  a  repulfe 
given  him  :  The  Spirit  of  the  LordjhaU.Uft  up  aflandard  againfl 
him. 

I.  I  fay,  we  have  an  attack  made  by  hell  and  its  auxiliaries 
upon  the  kingdom  and  intercft  of  Chrift  :  The  enemy  flail  come 
in  like  a  flood.     Where  again  we  may  notice,   (i.)  By  whom 
the  attack  is  made  ;  it  is  by  the  enemy.     The  cnurch  of  God^ 
or  his  faints  in  this  world,  have  many  enemies,  as  you  may 
hear  afterward*  They  are  expreffcd  in  the  Angular  number,  be- 
caufe  of  their  unity  in  their  defigns  againft  Chrifl  and  his  king'^ 
dom,  9nd  becaufe  they  attack  under  one  principal  leader  and 
commander,  namely^  the  god  of  this  world,  whofe  kingdom 
Chrift  came  to  overthrow.     (2.)  We  may  notice  the  manner 
pf  the  enemy's  attack  ;  he  comes  in  like  a  floods  with  great  vio- 
lence and  noife,  as  though  he  would  fweep  away  all  clean  be- 
fore him,  Rev.  xii.  15.  we  read  that  **  the  ferpent  call  out  of 
his  mouth  water  as  a  flood  after  the  woman  ;  that  he  might- 
caufe  her  to  be  carried  away  of  the  flood."     It  is  no  unufual 
thing  in  fcripture,  to  reprefenc  the  irruptions  of  hell  and  its 
armies  upon  the  church  of  God,  under  the  notion  of  a  rapid 
flood  or  river,  which  ^threatens  the  ruin  of  every  thing  that 
ftands  in  its  way,  Pfal.  xciii.  3.  **  The  floods  have  lifted  tipy 
.0  Lord,  the  floods  have  lifted  up  their  voice."     (3.)  We  have 
the  progrefs  of  the  enemy,  or  how  far  the  attack  may  be  carri- 
ed ;  he  A  all  come  in  :  he  (hall  not  ftay  without  the  walls  or  bor- 
ders, like  an  enemy  laying  fiege,  and  going  no  further  ;  but  he 
fliali  come  in,  and  •*  overflow  even  to  the  neck."     Satan  has  a 
party  within  the  church  to  take  him  by  the  hand  ;  yea,  he  has 
a  party  within  the  very  heart  of  the  eleft  to  fide  with  him.  ^ 
(4.)  We  have  the  certainty  of  all  this ;  it  is  not  a  may-be,  or 
a  peradvcnture,  but  there  is  a  certainty  of  it ;  The  enemy  shall 

come 
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come  in  like  a  flood  ;"thc  Lord  has  faid  it,  and  therefore  it  needs 
be  no  furprife  when  it  comes. 

2.  In  the  words  we  may  notice  the  rcpulfe  given  to  the  ene- 
my, after  all  his  progrefs  :  ^The  Spirit  of  the  Lordfball  lift  up  a 

Jlandard  againjt  him.  Where  again  we  may  notice, ',i.^  By 
whom  the  repulfe  is  given,  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  It  is  not 
by  the  might  or  the  power  of  the  church,  it  is  not  by  any  crea- 
ted ftrength,  but  <*  by  my  fpirit,  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts.** 
(2.)  How  the  repulfe  is  given,  or  managed  ;  it  is  by  lifting  up 
a  Jlandard  againfi  him.  By  the  Jlandard  I  underftand  Chrift, 
who  is  not  only  "a  ftandard-bearer  among  ten  thoufand,'* 
Cant.  v.  10.  but  the  ftandard  orenfign  itfdf,  If.  xi.  10.  "  And 
in  that  day  ^there  (hall  be  a  root  of  Jefle,  which  fhall  (land 
for  an  enfign  of  the  pt^ople ;  to  it  (hall  the  Gentiles  feck,  and  his 
reft  (hall  be  glorious."  By  the  lifting  up  of  the  ftandard,  I  under- 
ftand the  difplays  of  the  glory  of  Chriftin  a  gofpel-difpcnfatipn, 
accompanied  with  the  cflicacy  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  :  this 
is  called  a  lifting  up  of  Chrift,  John  iii.  14.  15.  *'  As  Mofes 
lifted  up  the  fcrpent  in  the  wildernefs,  even  fo  mufl:  the  Son 
of  man  be  lifted  up."     It  is  by  the  lifting  up  of  this  ftandard, 

.  or  the  mr.nifeftation  of  Chrift  va  the  gofpel,  that  Satan's  king- 
dom is  ruined  in  the  world,  and  his  ftrong  hold^  pulled  down. 
(3.)  We  have  the  rcpulfe  itfclf  given  to  the  enemy  by  the  Spi-  ■ 
rit  of  the  Lord  j  he  is/?//  to  flighty  as  it  reads  in  the  margin  :  or, 
as  Calvin  reads  it,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ftiall  drive  him  back 
like  the  waters  of  Jordan,  which  were  driven  back  toward  their 
fountain,  when  they  flood  in  the  way  of  Ifrael's  entry  upon 
the  poffjflion  of  the  promifcd  land,  Pfal.  cxiv.  5.  "  What  ailed 
thee,  O  thou  fea,  that  thou  fleddeft  ?  thou  Jordan,  that  thou 
waft  driven  back  ?*'  (4.)  We  have  the  certainty  of  this  pro- 
tnife  of  repelling  or  driving  back  the  enemy  ;  it  is  not  a  may-be, 
but  a  (ball-h^.  As  there  is  a  certainty  anent  the  inbreaking 
of  the  enemy  ;  fo  there  is  as  great  a  certainty  of  his  being  beat 
back  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord :  **  Hath  he  faid  it,  and  will  he 
not  do  it  r" 

From  the  words  thus  opened,  1  notice  thefc  two  dodrin^s. 

DocT.  I.  "  That  the  church  of  God,  or  true  believers,  whrle 
here  in  a  militant  ftate,  may  lay  their  accourit  with  it 
to  have  the  enemy  breaking  in  upon  them  like  a  flood.** 

DocT.  2.  "  That  the  cr.reer  of  the  enemy  is  flopped,  and  his 
attempts  baffled,  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  his  lifting  up  a  ^ 
ftandard  againft  him.     When   the  enemy   fliall  come    in 
like  a  flood,"  &c. 

As  to  the  frji  of  thefe,  "  That  believers,  while  in  a  mili- 
tant 
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tant  ftate,  may  lay  their  account  to  have  the  enemy  breaking 
in  upon  them  like  a  flood  :" 

In  difcourfing  thisj  I  {hall,  through  divine  afliftancei  endea* 
vour  to  (how, 

I.  Who  i.s  the  enemy  that  comes  in  like  a  flood. 

II.  Why  this  enemy  is  likened  to  a  flood. 

III.  Speak  a  little  of  the  progrefs  of  this  enemy,  and  hovr 
far  he  may  come  in. 

IV.  Touch  a  little  at  the  certainty  of  this,  that  he  flull 
come  in  like  a  flood. 

V.  Conclude  in  a  few  inferences. 

I.  The  firft  thine  is  to  give  fome  account  of  the  enemy  ^  th.it  is 
[aid  to  come  in  Uke  a  flood  upon  the  church  and  people  of  God.  This 
is  no  improper  fubjeft,  after  you  have  been  at  a  communion- 
table. If  the  great  MaHier  of  the  fead  has  brought  you  into 
his  banqueting-houfe,  and  made  you  to  fit  down  under  his  ban- 
ner  of  love  ;  if  he  has  ftayed  you  with  flagons,  and  comforted 
you  with  apples ;  you  are  to  remember,  that  this  is  not  heaven, 
it  is  only  a  wildcmefs-meal  to  hearten  you  for  your  journey ; 
and,  in  your  journey,  you  are  to  go  through  the  dens  of  lions, 
and  mountains  of  leopards.  The  people  of  God  never  meet 
with  more  violent  attacks  for  ordinary,  than  after  they  have 
been  admitted  to  the  neareft  and  fweeteft  communion  :  Satan 
fought  to  winnow  Peter,  after  he  had  been  at  the  firft  fuppcr  ; 
a  meflfenger  of  Satan  is  fent  to  bufl^et  Paul,  after  he  had  been 
wrapt  up  to  the  tuird  heavens.  But,  fay  you,  who  is  the  ene- 
my that  is  liketo  come  in  upon  us  ?  1  anfwer.  The  devil,  that 
old  ferpent,  called  fomctimes  *•  the  god  of  this  world,"  is  the 
leading  enemy  of  the  woman  and  her  feed.  This  was  the  grand 
enemy  Chrift  had  to  debate  with,  when  he  came  upon  tht: 
great  undertaking  of  our  redemption  *,  his  errand  was,  to  beat 
up  the  devil's  quarters,  to  drive  him  out  of  his  ufurpcd  pofki- 
fion  in  the  hearts  and  fouls  of  men,  to  bruife  his  head,  to  dc* 
ftroy  Lis  works,  to  fpoil  principalities  and  powers  of  their  prey. 
And  as  this  was  the  principal  enemy  that  Chrift  had  to  grapple 
with ;  fo  this  is  the  leading  enemy  thdt  attacks  the  fwcd  of 
Chrift  in  their  travels  through  the  wildernefs  to  the  proiiiifed 
land  of  glory  :  hence  is  that  caution  of  the  apoiile  Peter, 
"  lie  fober,  be  vigilant;  becaufc  your  adverfary  the  dcvii, 
as  a  roaring  lion,  walketh  about  fecking  whom  he  may  de- 
vour.*' And^  fays  Paul,  '*  We  wreftle  not  againil  flcth  and 
blood ;  but  againft  principalities,  againft  powers,  a<;aiiiiL 
the  rulers  pf  the  darknels  of  this  world,  againlL  fpiritaal 
wickednciles   in   high   places.'*,     Now,    ih.*   d.vi!   Hai    two 

graiKi 


70  The  Standard  of  Heffven  lifiid  up  agalnfl 

grand  auxiliaries,  in  managing  hi$)ielli0i  deOgns  againft  Chrift 
and  his  feed)  which  are  entirely  at  his  devotion^  and  under  his 
command  \  the  one  is  within  the  believer,  and  the  other  with- 
out him, 

X.  I  fay,  Satan  has  a  ftrong  party  within,  to  wit,  indwelliBg 
(in  and  corruption,  "  a  law  in  the  memher$  warring  agaioft  the 
law  of  the  mind ;"  fometimes  called  '*  thje  fleih)  which  l^Aeth  a« 
jjainft the  Spirit,"  This  is  fuch  a  crafty, crtexny,  and  its  ^irorkipgs, 
in  order  to  ferve  the  defigns  of  Satan,  for  fiie  ruin  of  the  foul, 
are  fofubtile,  that  it  is  faid  to  be  '*  deceit  fuUbove  all  thingSj  ^nd 
dcfperatcly  wicked."  David,  the  man  according  to  God's  own 
heart,  through  the  impreffion  of  its  fubtiity,  cries, "  Who  can 
underftand  his  errors  ?" 

2.  The  world  without  us  is  another  main  auxiliary  of  hell ;  the 
profits,  pleafures,  and  preferments  of  the  world,  callied  by  Ac 
apoftic,  "  the  luft  of  the  flcih,  the  luft  of  the  eyes,  and  the 
pride  of  life."  The  apoftle  James,  chap.  iv.  4.  has  a  word  to 
this  purpofe,  "  Know  ye  not  (faith  he),  that  the  friendfliipof 
the  world  is  enmity  with  God  i  whofoever  tlierefore  will  be  a 
friend  of  the  world,  is  the  enemy  of  God.*'  From  whence  it  ia 
plain,  that  that  man  that  will  (land  upon  the  Lord's  fide,  muft 
refolve  to  have  the  world  upon  his  top.  Sometimes  the  be« 
licvcr  has  the  powers  of  this  world  to  contend  with ;  cfpcci- 
ally  when  their  commands  interfere  with  the  commands  of 
God  \  as  in  the  cafe  of  Daniel,  the  apoflles,  and  the  three  chil- 
dren \  and  in  that  cafe  he  may  lay  his  account  with  rage  and 
violence.  In  a  word,  the  devil  being  the  god  of  this  world,  he 
hath  both  the  things  and  the  perfons  of  this  world  under  his 
power,  he  pretends  t6be  fole  mailer  of  it;  as  we  fee  in  his  attack 
he  made  upon  the  Son  of  God  in  the  wildernefs,  ••  All  thefe 
things  will  I  give  thee,  if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and  worftip*  me." 
Sometimes  he  makes  ufe  of  the  world  as  a  bait  to  allure  us  to 
fm  \  fometimes  he  makes  ufe  of  it  as  a  bugbear  to  fright  us 
from  duty.  Thus  you  fee  who  is  the  enemy  that  comes  in  like 
a  flood,  tOtwit,  Saltan  and  his  auxiliaries,  both  without  us  and 
within  us. 

lit  The  fecond  thing  in  the  method  is,  to  inquiri  ivhy 
ihis  emmy  u  likened  to  a  food  .^  1  anfwer,  in  the  following  parti* 
culara. 

I.  Bccaufe  of  their  noife.  What  noifc  has  the  devil, 
the  world,  and  the  lulU  and  corruptions  of  men,  made 
iince  the  fall  of  man,  by  error,  ptrfecution,  defe6lions, 
:ind  violences  of  all  kinds !  and  what  a  noife  do  thefe  enemies 
make  in  the  foul  of  the  believer,  when  Go6^  for  holy  and  Avifc 
crds,  Icto  them  locfe  !     The  poor  foul  is  many  times  put  in 
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facli  confunon,  through  the  noife  of  thcfe  mighty  waters,  that 
it  Cannot  hear  the  Voice  of  God  either  in  his  word  or  provi- 
dences. 

2.  They  arc  likened  to  a  flood,  bccaufe  of  their  multitude, 
A  flood  coAfifts  of  an  innumerable  multitude  of  drops  of  wa- 
ter. So  thefe  enemies  the  believer  haft  to  grapple  with  in  his 
way  to  gloty,  they  afft  a  j^reat  mulritude,  an  innumerable  hoft. 
"We  may  ealily  gather  that  the  infernal  fpirics,  that  go  about 
to  detour  us,  are  innumerable,  when  we  conflder,  that  a  whole 
legioh  of  them  had  their  refldence  in  one  poor  man.  And 
how  many  are  the  lufls  of  the  heart  and  the  fnares  of  the  world, 
which  we  lie  every  day  cxpofcd  to  ?  David  complains,  Pfal.  cxviii. 
that  his  enemies  '*  compafled  him  about  like  bees  ;"  which  ma* 
liy  times  put  the  poor  believer  to  cry  with  Jehofliaphat,  "  We 
know  not  what  to  do  againfl:  this  great  multitude  that  comes 
up  againft  us." 

3.  They  are  likened  to  floods,  becaufe  of  their  unity  in 
bending  all  one  way  in  their  oppofition  againit  Chrift  and  his 
caufe.  "  Whatever  janrings  there  may  be  among  them  in  other 
things,  yet  as  the  waters  of  a  flood,  though  they  may  rake  dif- 
ferent channels,  yet  they  keep  the  fame  courfe,  and  unhc 
their  force  againft  the  kingdom  of  Chriit,  and  the  falvation  of 
fouls. 

4.  Floods  are  mighty,  violent,  and  rapid  in  their  mo* 
tion;  the  waters  of  a  flood  they  have  a  mighty  ftrength 
with  them.  So  the  enemies  of  the  Lord's  people  are  violent 
and  ftrong  in  their  oppofition  to  the  incerefl  of  Chrift  in  the 
world,  and  his  grace  in  the  foul :  Pfal.  ii.  the  Heathen  thore 
is  faid  to  ^^  rage  againft  the  Lord,  and  his  anointed,  faying. 
Come,  let  us  break  their  bands  afundcr,  and  caft  away  their 
cords  from  tis." 

5.  Floods  of  water,  they  are  of  a  fweeping  nature,  and  are 
ready  to  hurl  down  every  thing  that  is  not  well  tixtd  :  if  a  tree 
have  not  its  root  well  faftcned  in  the  ground,  the  flood  will  bear 
it  down.  Juft  fo,  if  a  perfon  be  not  rooted  in  Chriil,  the  floods 
of  temptation,  afflidlions,  and  corruptions,  will  very  foon  carry 
him  down  the.ftream.  Hence  it  is,  that  loofc  proteflbrs  in  a 
day  of  trial  are  carried  away  \  their  houfe  falls,  and  great  is  the 
fall  of  it. 

6.  A  flood  is  in  a  continual  motion  ;  fo  the  aflings  of  fin, 
and  Satan,  and  the  world,  againft  Chrift  and  his  caufe,  are  in- 
ceflant :  "  The  wicked  are  like  the  troubled  fea,  ftiil  calling  out 
mire  and  filth." 

Here  I  will  name  feveral  fweeping  floods  that  the  enemy 
cafts  forth,  to  annoy  and  hurt  the  church  and  people  of  God 
in  the  wilderncfs. 
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ifly  He  fometimes  cads  out  a  flood  of  error ;  he  ftudies  to 
corrupt  the  fimpUcity  of  the  gofpcl,  and  to  turn  men  away 
from  the  pure  and  precious  truths  of  God.  Hell  has  in  all 
ag;es  of  the  world  been  ftudying  to  muddy  the  pure  waters  of 
the  fanftuary,  and  never  more  than  at  this  day,  by  Arian,  Soci- 
nian,  Arminian,  Pelagian,  and  other  hercfies. 

idly^  Sometimes  the  enemy  comes  in  with  a  flood  of  open 
perfecution.  The  boar  out  of  the  wood,  and  the  wild  beafts 
of  the  foreft,  are  fometimes  fufFered  to  devour  the  Lord's 
people,  fo  that  their  blood  has  been  poured  out  like  water* 
ajid  the  bodies  of  God's  dear  faints  cad  out  like  dung  upon 
the  ilreets.  Such  a  flood,  of  heading,  hanging,  quartering, 
bani(hing,  and  imprifoning  of  the  Lord's  people  has  been  in  this 
land,  and  we  know  not  how  foon  the  like  flood  may  break  out 
again. 

^dly^  Sometimes  he  comes  in  with  a  flood  of  manifold  cor- 
ruptions upon  the  vifible  church.  Sometimes  he  (ludies  to 
corrupt  the  wor{hip  of  God  by  fuperftition,  mingling  in  cere- 
monies of  man's  inventions  with  the  pure  ordinances  of  di- 
vine inilitution.  Sometimes  he  breaks  in  upon  the  govern- 
ment and  nifcipline  of  the  church,  attempting  to  introduce 
fchemes  of  government  not  warranted  by  the  word  of  God. 
Sometimes  he  (tirs  up  men  of  corrupt  minds,  to  pervert  the  ufc 
of  the  keys  of  difcipline,  to  the  fpoiling  and  robbing  of  the 
church  of  God  of  her  privileges  and  immunities  he  has  granted 
her.  Sometimes  he  comes  in  with  a  flood  of  profanity  corrupt-* 
ing  the  lives  of  profcflbrs,  to  the  fcandal  of  religion  ;  fometimes 
with  a  flood  of  neutrality  and  indifierency  about  the  things  of 
^God,  under  the  colour  of  moderation.  Thefe,  and  many  other 
floods,  does  Satan  caft  forth,  whereby  he  fweeps  multitudes 
away  to  hell.  And,  O  Sirs,  take  heed  to  yourfelves,  for  many 
of  thefe  floods  are  running  with  a  mighty  current  among  us  at 
this  day. 

III.  The  third  thing  is,  to  fpeak  a  little  of  the progrefs  efth^ 
enemy y  he  is  faid  to  come  in. 

^efl.  How  far  may  he  come  in  ? 

Anjiv,  I.  The  enemy  may  come  in  within  the  borders  of 
Zion  :  ISIic.  v.  5.  6.  "  This  man  (hall  be  the  peace  when  the 
AfTyrian  fliall  come  into  our  land,  and  when  he  treadeth  with- 
in our  borders."  Satan  and  his  confederates  have  their  fytia- 
goguts  even  within  the  confines  of  the  vifible  church. 

'2.  The  enemy  comes  in,  not  only  within  the  borders,  but 

even  into  the  palaces  of  Zion,  her  public  afl'emblies  for  divine 

worlhip ;  thefe  are  called  ti  .e  palaces  and  divelling^places  »f  Zion^ 

if.  iv.  5.  "  When  the  fons  ot  God  came  to  prefent  themfelvc| 
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t3efore  the  Lord,  Satan  came  alfo  among  them,"  Job  i.  6. 
Sometimes  he  enters  thefe  aiTemblies  and  dwelling-places  of 
the  church  in  a  more  open  and  vtfible  way,  corrupting  the  wor- 
ship of  God  with  idolatry  ?nd  fuperftition ;  fometimes  in  a  more 
fecrec  and  invifible  way,  ilirring  up  enmity,  unbelief,  carnality, 
vanity  of  heart«  to  mar  foul-benefic  and  aa vantage  by  the  ordi- 
Tiances  of  divine  appointment. 

3.  The  enemy  may  come  in,  not  only  to  the  palaces,  but  to 
the  pulpits  of  the  church,  by  an  erroneous  and  corrupt  mi* 
niftry  %  what  has  been,  may  be  again  ;  Jude  4.  **  There  are  cer- 
tain men  crept  in  unawares,  who  were  before  of  old  ordained 
to  this  condemnation,  ungodly  men,  turning  the  grace  of  our 
God  into  lafcivioufnefs,  and  denying  the  only  Lord  God,  and 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrid."   The  cafe  may  happen,  that  men  (hall 
appear  in  your  pulpits,  pretending  to  take  the  care  and  feeding 
of  yoor  fouls,  who  will  give  you  a  Hone  for  bread,  and  a  fcor- 
pion  inftead  of  a  (ifli.     A  corrupt  miniilry  is  the  faddefl: 
plague  that  ever  came  into  the  church  of  God. 

4.  The  enemy  may  come  into  the  judicatories  of  the  churchy 
whicl\  are  the  thrones  of  judge m'ent,  the  thrones  of  the  houfc 
of  David,  where  the  people  of  God  expe£t  to  be  protected  in 
their  Chriftian  liberties,  and  to  have  juftice  done  them,  againft 
thofe  who  would  fpoil  and  opprefs-ihcm  •,  and  yet,  fo  far  may 
the  enemy  come  in,  as  to  influence  thefe  judicatories  to  join 
hands  with  the  fpoilers  and  oppreiTors  of  the  people  of  God, 
ioftead  of  defending  them.  The  Jewifh  fanhedrim  was  an 
ecclefiaftic  court  of  God's  appointment;  and  yet,  fo  far  was  it 
corrupted,  that  it  condemned  the  Lord  of  glory,  and  excom- 
municated them  that  o^ned  and  profefled  the  name  of  Jefus  ; 
and  all  under  a  fpecious  colour,  for  the  fafety  and  welfare  of 
the  church.  Chrift  m  uft  die,  and  be  crucified,  left  the  Romans 
come  and  take  away  their  kingdom. 

5.  The  enemy  may  come  in,  not  only  to  the  gates  of  Zion» 
tut  alfo  to  the  dwellings  of  Jacob.  Sirs,  Satan,  the  world,  and 
corruptions,  may,  and  1  make  no  doubt,  will  follow  you  home 
to  your  feveral  families ;  and  it  will  be  a  wonder,  if,  afxer  yctU 
have  been  at  a  communion-table,  Satan  and  his  emifiaries  do 
not  raife  fome  family  itorm  and  trouble,  to  take  off  any  im* 
preiBon  of  God,  or  of  thq  things  of  God,  tliat  has  been  upon 
you  on  this  occafion. .  The  dev^l  lodgeth  in  the  houfe  of  the 
wicked  \.  and  he  may  come  in  and  w;ork  much  mifchief  in  the 
houfe  of  a  godly  David ;  witnefs  the  murder  of  Uriah,  adultery 
with  Bathiheba,  Amnon's  incell,  Abfolom's  rebellion,  Adoni- 
jah's  confpiracy. 

6.  He  may  coitie  into  your  clofcts,  and  go  along  with  you 
to  your  knees,  when  you  would  incline  to  be  alone  with  God, 
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in  order  to  divert  your  thoughts,  diftuit)  your  minds,  or  ilie* 
ttate  your  aftftions  from  prayer,  meditation,  or  other  private 
duties  that  yon  fet  about.'  When  Jo(hua  appeared  birfore  the 
Lord,  Satan  ftands  at  his  right  hand. 

7.  The  enemy  may  come  into  your  very  hearf.  Satan  has 
very  eafy  accefs  to  the  hearts  of  men,  by  the  port  of  the  ima» 
glnation  and  outward  fenfes  :  through  thefe  ^ates  or  windowi 
of  the  foul,  he  can  very  cafily  throw  in  his  fiery  darts,  where- 
by, if  a  ftrift  wartch  be  not  kept,  he  will  infallibly  fct  the 
whole  combuftible  matter  of  rn dwelling  fin  and  corruption  as 
it  were  on  fire :  he  has  a  way  of  drawing  forth,  by  his  tempta- 
tions, the  latent  Atheifm,  enmity,  pride,  carnality,  and  unbe- 
lief of  the  heart ;  he  has  no  more  ado,  but  to  hifs  upon  Siis  con- 
federates in  our  bofom,  and  immediately  they  come  forth  out 
of  their  faftneflcs,  to  affift  him  in  carrying  on  his  aflaults. 
And  God  knows,  how  far  even  a  beHcvcr  may  be  driven,  if 
the  enemy  Come  in  thus  upon  htm  like  a  flood.  Melanchoty 
inftances  thereof  ate  left  upon  record  in  fcripture,  in  the  cafe 
of  Abraham,  Mofes,  David,  Solomon,  Peter,  and  many  others, 
which  are  fet  up,  not  for  our  imitation  or  encouragement  4n£n, 
but  as  beacons,  tliat  wc  maybe  upon  our  guard  agaioft  the  in- 
roads of  the  enemy  that  wait  for  our  Jialting. 

IV.  'V\itf mirth  thing  was,  to  touch  a  little  at  'the  certainty  tf 
all  this  :  for  it  is  not  faid,  way  be  the  enemy  will  come,  but  tbe 
enemy  shall  come  in  like  a  food.  The  certainty  of  all  this  will 
appear  from  thefc  two  or  three  things. 

i.^Plarn  fcripture- teftrmony,  the  tnffallible  oracles  of  Heaven 
certifying  us,  that  the  enemy  will  be  upon  us,- Rev.  ii.  ao. 
•'  The*  tfevil  "fhall  caft  fome  of  you  intoprifdn  j— ye  fhall  hwrc 
tribulation,  ttm  days."  A^  long  as  the  feed  bf  the  woman -is 
within  Satan's  reach,  he  wiH  be  creating  them  fome  mokft»- 
tion  or  other. 

2.  The  ftate  of  the  believer,  while  he  is  in  this  world, 
m^kcs  it  evident.  While  the  belicvei*  is  hereaway,  he  is  in  a 
milh^t  ftate,  ftanding  upon  the  field  of  battle,  furrounded 

'  with  the  armies  of*  hell ;  and  is  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  the  be- 
liever can  live  in  quiet,  free  of  the  aflaules  of  the  enemy  ? 

3.  The  C3q)eriences  bf  the  faints  of  God  in  all  ages  confirms 
thisi  Chrift,  the  glorious  Cajjtlain  of  our  falvation,  he  was  not 
exeemed;  4hfe  prinfcc  of  this  world  came^  upon  'hfm  with  bid 
craft  and  ctinning;  'he  tntered  die  JHts  with  the  powers  of 
hHl  and  earth,  -and  with  the  corruptions  of  men  ;  and' (hail 
any  of  his  followers  expcft  to  be  exeemed?.  The •  oranfomed 
company  about  th^  throne,  are  fuch  as  hav9*cqnxe  out  of  much 
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tribulation,  tribulatioQ  from  tbe  devil,  the  world  and  their 
own  heart.    But  1  do  not  (tay  further  upon  this. 

V.  The  fifth  thing  was  the  ufe  of  this  doftrinc  and  branch 
of  the  texE,  which  ihall  be  comprifed  in  the  few  following  in- 
ferences. 

I.  See  hence,  that  this  world  is  not  the  believer's  home  or 
refting-place.  If  it  were,  of  all  rata  he  would  be  the  inoit 
miferable :  Why  ?  While  on  this  fide  of  time,  the  enemy  will 
be  coming  iu  like  a  flood  upon  him.  But  up  thy  Iieart,  belie- 
ver^  though  thou  cannot  find  reft  here,  yet  there  remauis  a  reft 
for  the  people  of  God.  When  thou  comeft  to  thy  own  coun- 
tij,  thou  (halt  be  beyond  the  invenonied  arrows  and  fiery  darts 
of  Satan ;  the  accufer  of  the  brethren  is  caft  out  of  that  happy 
land :  there  thou  (halt  be  beyond  the  fnares  and  troubles  of  a 
wicked  world  i  **  there  the  wicktd  ceafe  to  trouble,  aiid  ther(; 
the  weary  art  at  reft.  There  is  no  more  £ea,"  Key.  xxi.  r. 
There  thou  (halt  not  be  molefted  with  the  workings  of  indwell- 
ing fin,  but  *'  prefented  faultlcfs  before  the  prdence  of  his  glory 
with  exceeding  joy." 

2.  See  hence  whence  it  is  the  believer  frequently  exprcfleth 
fuch  longing  dcfire  to  be  away,  crying,  When  will  the  day 
break,  and  the  ihadows  flee  away,  and  the  happy  morning  of 
immediate  vifion  dawn  ?  Why,  it  is  little  wonder,  coniideiing 
that,  while  here,  the  enemy  is  breaking  in  upon  him  like  a 
flood  ;  whereas,  if  once  death,  the  laft  enemy,  has  diflodged 
thy  foul  from  the  clay-tabeinacle  of  the  body,  thy  warfare  i^ 
at  an  everlafting  end  -,  thou  flialt  have  a  vi£iorIous  palm  put  in 
thy  hand,  a  vi£iorious  diadem  upon  thy  head,  and  a  victorious 
fong  put  in  thy  mouth.  Hence  Paul,  when  he  faw  the 
battle  near  to  an  end,  cries,  ^^  I  have  fought  a  good  fight, 
I  have  finiftied  my  courfc,  1  have  kept  the  faith.  Henceforth 
there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteouintfs,  which  the 
Lord  the  righteous  Judge  ftiall  give  me  at  that  day  ;  and  not  tcT 
me  only,  but  unto  all  them  alfo  that  love  his  appearing." 

3,  See  hence  the  need  that  we  have  of  Chrilt  in  his  kingly 
office,  to  fubdue,  reftrain,  and  conquer  all  his  and  our  enemies. 
*Sir8,  none  of  ChrilVs  offices  can  be  wanting.  We  need  him 
as  a  prophet,  to  open  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom,  and  to 
open  our  underftanding  to  know  them  s  we  need  hi  n  as  a  prieit, 
lo  juftify  us,  and  to  make  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  by  his  ato- 
ning blood  and  prevalent  interceffion  *,  and  we  need  him  alfo  as  a 
king,  to  break  up  the  way  before  us,  to  go  upon  our  head,  to 
fight  our  battles  againft  the  armies  of  the  aliens  that  we  have 
to  engage  with  in  our  way  to  glory  \  he  has  his  name  written 
upon  his  thigh  and  veiture,  "  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords  j" 

and 
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and  the  armies  which  are  in  heaven  do  follow  him,  even  the 
armies  of  faints  in  the  church- militant,  they  follow  him  ;  and 
it  is  under  his  conduft  we  are  made  cpnqucrors,  yea,  more 
than  conquerors. 

4.  See  hence  encouragement  to  poor  tofled  and  tempted  be- 
lievers, who  are  combating  with  the  cnemv  coming  in  like  a 
flood  upon  them,  wreftling  with  flcfli  and  blood,  principalities 
and  powers,  and  perhaps  are  ready  to  faint  and  give  over,  fay- 
ing with  Diivid,  **  One  day  or  other  I  (hall  fall  by  the  hand  of 
the  enemy  -,"  fome  day  or  other  the  ftrong  floods  of  temptation 
and  corruption  will  carry  me  clean  away^  and  I  (hall  be  a  fcan* 
dal  to  religion,  and  make  the  name  of  God  to  be  blafphemed. 
Up  thy  heart,  believer,  I  have  good  news  to  tell  thee  ;  though 
the  enemy  come  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  (hall 
3ift  up  aftandard  againd  him.  Many  a  fiery  dart  dipt  in  hell 
docs  now  fly  about  thee  ;  but  be  of  good  cheer,  the  viftory  is 
lure,  for  the  Captain  of  thy  falvation  has  faid,  that  **  he  will 
tread  Satan  under  your  feet  fhortly."  Many  a  weary  day  haft 
thou  with  the  workings  of  indwelling  fin,  crying,  "  Wretched 
man  that  I  am,  who  will  deliver  me  !"  but  be  of  good  cheery 
thy  vi£lorious  General  has  "  finifbcd  tranfgreflion  and  made 
an  end  of  fin  -,"  he  has  faid,  that  **  fin  (hall.,  not  have  domi- 
nion, and  that^r^cc  (hall  reign.^'  Many  a  heavy  crofsand  trial 
does  the  world  roll  upon  thy  back,  perhaps  trials  in  thy  pcr- 
fon,  in  thy  family,  in  thy  relations,  in  thy  name,  in  thy  world- 
ly eftate  •,  but  be  of  good  courage,  **  6  thou  aflUfled,  tofl^ 
<;d  with  tempefts,  and  not  comforted,  behold  the  Lord  is  lay- 
ing thy  (lones  with  fair  colours,  and  thy  foundations  with  fap- 
phires.*'  Perhaps  thou  would  give  all  the  world  to  be  rid  of 
fome  predominant  lull,  fome  fin  that  eafily  befets  thee ;  well>' 
he  comforted,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  has  faid,  that  he  "  will 
fubdue  your  iniquities,  tJifat  your  old  man  is  crucified  with 
him."  Perhaps  thou  art  wracked  with  an  evil  heart  of  unbe- 
lief, and  crying,  **  Lord  help  mine  unbelief;"  well,  here  is 
comfort,  the  Author  and  Finiflier  of  faith,  he  will  **  fulfil  in  you 
all  the  good  pleafurc  of  his  goodncfs,  and  the  work  of  faith 
with  power.*' 

O  fay  you,  thefe  are  good  news  indeed,  that  viftory  is  fe- 
cured  ;  but  how  is  it  fecured  ?  jinfiv.  It  is  infured  by  God's 
ordination  and  appointment :  Luke  xxii.  28.  29.  "  Ye  are  they 
which  have  continued  with  me  in  my  temptations  :  and  1  ap- 
point unto  you  a  kingdom."  It  is  infured  by  covenant  and 
promife,  that  thou  fiialt  go  from  ftrength  to  iirength,  till  thou 
-ippcar  before  the  Lord  in  Zion  ;  **  They  that  wait  upon  the 
Lord  fliall  renew  their  ftrcngth :  they  fiiall  mount  up  with 
wings  as  eagles ."     It  is  infured  by  the  blood  of  a  Redeemer  ; 

he 
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he  \ii%  bought  thy  freedom  from  fin  and  Satan,  and  he  will 
not  leave  the  purchafe  of  his  blood  in  the  hand  of  the  enemy: 
Chrift's  viftory  fecures  thine ;  he  overcame  as  a  public  perfon, 
in  the  name  of  his  whole  myftical  body,  and  thou  may  warrant- 
ably  take  up  the  fpoils  of  his  viftory,  faying,  •*  Thanks  be  to 
God^  which  giveth  as  the  vifiory,  through  our  Lord  Jcfiig 
Chrift.**     The  interceffion  of  Chrift  in  heaven  fecures  the  vic- 
tory ;  if  he  hath  any  moyen,  he  will  employ  it  in  the  behalf  of 
Iiis  friends  grappling  witli  his  enemies :  Satan  feeks  to  winnow 
you  ;  but  he  prays  for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not.  The  hand  of 
J^Iofes  fell  and  fagged  when  Ifrael  was  engaged  with  Amalek  ; 
but  the  hand  of  the  man  of  God's  right  hand,  it  never  falls 
down,  and  therefore  the  true  Ifrael  of  God  (lull  prevail.  Thy 
relation  to  Chrift  obligeth  him  to  take  care  that  thou  be  not 
taken  away  with  the  flood.     He  is  thy  Bridegroom,  and  will 
the  Bridegroom  fufFer  his  bride  to  be  trampled  upon,  if  he  can 
help  it  ?  He  is  thy  Head,  and  will  not  the  Head  fee  to  the  fafety 
of  the  members  ?  He  is  the  Captain  of  thy  falvation,  and  he  will 
fee  to  the  welfare  of  his  foJdicrs. 

OhjeB.  I  am  indeed  perfuaded,  that  all  who  belong  to 
Chrift,  (hall  be  fecnred  againft  the  enemy,  though  he  come  in 
like  a  flood;  but,  alas!  that  is  ftill  my  fear,  and  the  great 
queftion  with  me  is,  whether  I  belong  to  him  ?  Well,  to  put 
this  matter  out  of  queftion,  1  only  afk  two  or  three  queftions. 
(t.)  Haft  thou  not  proclaimed  and  commenced  war  againft  all 
known  .fin  ;  and  are  you  not  refolvcd,  through  grace,  to  refift 
even  to  blood,  ftriving  againft  fin  ?  If  fo,  thouj^h  the  enemy 
may  come  in  like  a  flood,  the  fpirit  of  the  Lord  will  drive  him 
back,  and  thou  ftialt  be  viftorious  at  laft.  (2.)  Wh-n  the  ene- 
my comes  in,  and  prevails  at  any  time  like  a  flood,  doft  not 
thou  wreftle  and  ftrive  againft  the  ftream,  faying,  *•  Wretch- 
ed man  that  I  am,  who  Ihall  deliver  me  ;*'  1  am  led  captive 
by  the  law  of  fin  and  death  ?  This  fays  thou  art  on  the  Lord's, 
fide.  A  dead  fiih  goes  down  the  ftream,  but  a  living  fiih  bears  up 
againft  it,  though  it  be  borne  down  by  violence.  (3.)  When  the 
enemy  comes  in  like  a  flood,  Is  not  Chrift  thy  great  to«look  ? 
and  does  not  a  look  of  him  lighten  thy  heart,  and  infpirc  thee 
with  frefli  courage  againft  the  enemy?  Pfal.  xxxiv.  5.  '*  They 
looked  unto  him,  and  were  lightened."  (4.)  Art  chou  not 
now  and  then  longing  to  be  with  the  triumphant  company 
above,  where  there  is  no  more  fea,  no  tempriug  devil,  or  de- 
ceitful heart?  And  art  thou  not  lightened,  to  think  that  ere 
long  the  battle  will  be  at  an  end  ?  This  f  lys  that  it  Ihall  be  ac- 
cording to  thy  wiih,  for  he  will  fatisfy  the  longing  foul  :  and 
Chrift  in  heaven  is  longing  as  much  for  thy  company,  as  thou 

art 
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art  for  his:  **  Father,  I  will  that  they  a)fo  whom  thou  haft  given 
me,  be  with  me  where  1  am." 

N'The  laji  ufc  is,  in  a  word  of  Exhortation.  Is  it  fo  that  the 
believer,  while  in  this  world,  muil  lay  his  account  to  have  the 
enemy  coming  in  like  a  flood  upoa  him  ?  Theni  belie verj  put 
en  thy  harnefs,  and  be  like  the  valiant  of  king  Solomon,  ^whp 
have  their  fword  girded  upon  their  thigh,  for  fear  of  the  n^ht. 
Fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  make  a  ftout  and  valiant  (land 
againft  the  enemy. 

Motive  I.  Thy  enemies  are  God's  e^nem^es;,  as  well  as 
thine.  The  devil  is  his  enemy,  for  he  finned  from  the  be* 
ginning  ;  the  world  is  his  enemy,  for  the  friendfliip  of  it 
is  enmity  to  God ;  (in  is  his  enemy,  it  is  the  abominable 
thing  that  his  foul  hates.  Now  all  God's  enemies  ^^  (hall  pc* 
rid),  tiiey  (liall  confume  into  fmoke."  Shall  they  confume 
away,  and  may  not  this  hearten  thee  in  thy  pafTige?  efpcdally 
confidering, 

2.  That  the  Lord  of  hods  is  with  thee,  God  is  upon  thy 
fide  j  his  name  Emmanuel  fignihes  G»^  mtbas^  God  to  ^fpouie 
our  quarrel,  God  to  bruife  tlie  ferpent's.  head,  God  with  as  to 
finiOi  tranfgreflion^  and  make  an  end  of  fin,  Gpd  with  us  to 
overcome  the  world.  **  Fear  thou  noc,  for  I  am  with  thee ; 
be  iiotdifmayed,for  I  am  thy  God,"  If.  xU.  lo.  And  therefore 
triumph  with  the  church,  and  fay,  Pfal.  xlvi.  at  the  begia- 
«ing,  *'  God  is  our  refuge  and  our  ftrength:  The  Lord  of  hofts 
is  with  us,  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge,  therefore  will  wc 
not  be  afraid." 

3.  The  enemy  is  already  defeat  and  baffled  by  thy  glap 
rious  Hciid  and  General  ;  thou  haft  only  a  (battered  ene- 
my to  grapple  with:  Pfal.  la^xiv.  14.  the  chilcjrcn  of  Ifrael, 
there  fp'-rt king  of  the  overthrow  of  Pharoah  and  his  boft  in 
the  Red  fea,  fing  this  fong,  *'  Thou  braked  the  heads  of 
leviathan  in  pieces,  and  g'.iveft  him  to  be  meat  to  the  people  in- 
habiting tlic  wildernefs  j"  the  meaning  is,  that  the  overthrow 
of  Pharaoh  and  his  boll  in  the  fea,  was  a  fweec  encouraging 
meal  to  Ifracl,  in  their  travels  through  the  wildernefs  to  the 
heavenly  (panaan,  and  was  a  pledge  of  thwir  viftory  over  all 
their  oiiicr  enemies.  So  here  Chi  id's  viciory  over  fm,  death,. 
and  hell,  is  a  I'weet  meal  to  the  believer  in  the  wildernefs  of 
I  his  world,  and  is  a  fure  pledge  that,  ere  long,  he  Ihail  tread 
them  uiider  his  feet. 

4.  Know,  for  thy  encouragement,  there  are  many  tri- 
umphiiig  in  glory,  againft  whom  the  floods  did  run  with 
as  grc.  t  violence,  as  they  do  now  againft  thee.  The  cloud 
of  witntfl'cs,  Heb.  xi.  and  the  innumerable  company.  Rev. 
vh.  their  battle  was  as  hot  as  thine  j  but  now  they  arc 
tii^imphing  in  gicry,  in  white  robes.  Take  courage,  "  fol- 
low 
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low  them^  who  through  faith  and  patience  inherit  the  promi- 

5.  The  battle  will  foon  be  over,  the  time  is  fhort,  the  end 
of  all  things  is  at  hand^  and  within  a  little  thy  glorious  Geoe^ 
ral  will  found  the  retreat,  and  call  thee  off  the  field.  There  is 
a  folesm  triumph  promifed  to  the  overcomera  Rer.  ii.  7. 
Again,  J»iow,  for  thy  eocouragment,  thy  Genqral  will  bear  thy 
charges  in  the  war ;  for  he  fendl  none  a  warfare  on  their  owa 
charges.  Thy  God  commaads  thy  ftrength  \  he  himfeif  is  the 
ftrength  of  Ifrael,  the  glory  of  their  ftrength  \  he  will  make  thy 
bow  to  abide  in  its  ftrength,  and  the  arms  of  thy  hand  (hall  b;: 
made  ftrong  by  the  mighty  God  of  Jacob,  *'  0\xt  ot  his  fuU 
nefs  thou  fhalt  receive  grace  for  grace."  Again,  coufulery 
there  is  no  difcharging  of  this  warfare  ag^inft  the  enemy  that 
comes  in  like  a  -flo^Ki ;  thou  muft  cither  fight  or  die  in  the 
q«arreU  thou  nuifl:  either  fight,  or  be  a  llaye;  thou  mull 
ekhcff  ffight,  or  fall  under  the  curfe  of  God.  *<  Curfe  ye  Mo 
rez,  cucfe  ye  bitterly  the  inhabitants  thereof:  becaufe  they 
came  not.  to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of  the  Lord 
againft  the  mighty.* 

Lafil^  The  wx)rd  of  commai^d  is  given  by  the  glorious  Ge« 
neral,  "  Fight  the  good  fight  of  faith,  ftand  faft  in  the  faith, 
quit  yourielvos  like  men,  be  ftrong.'*  Will  the  foWier  draw 
back,  wben  the  General  gives  the  word  ?  Let  none  of  Chrid's 
foldiors  draw  back  the  hand ;  not  to  obey,  is  deatk  by  the 
OKiTihaUlaw  of  heaven. 

I  conclude  with  the  few  advices  following. 

\.  Break  your  league  with  bell,  fin,  and  death  ;  if  ye  be  in  a 
<!onfederacy  with  amylknownfin,  you  cannot  ftrike  a  fair  Itroke 
4n  the  Lord's  quarrd. 

2.  Sw  opyour  ftandard:of  war  agaidft  the  enemy,  in  the 
name  of  Jehovah,  a  reconciled  God  in  Chrift,  faying  wkh 
the  church,  "  We  will  be  joyful  in  thy  falvation,  and  in  the 
name  of  our  God  we  will  fet  up  our  banners  ;"  and  with  Da- 
vid, Pfal.  cxviii.  •^  They  compaffed  me  about  like  bees  ;  but  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord  1  will  deftroy  them." 

3.  Take  care  of  the  enemy  within  doors,  obferve  its  motions, 
I  mean  the  evil  heart  of  unbelief ;  for  if  you  do  not,  it  will  be- 
tray you.  "  Keep  your  heart  v/ith  all  dilig??ncc  ;  for  out  of  it 
arc  the  ilTues  of  life-  Oat  of  the  heart  proceed  evil  thoughts, 
murders,  adulteries,"  &c, 

4.  Keep  in  with  God  and  confcience  :  a  good  God,  and 
a  good  confcience,  on  a  man's  fide,  will  make  him  bold  as 
a  lion.  "  This  is  our  rejoicing,  the  teftimony  of  ovrr  confci- 
ence, that  in  fimplidty  and  godly  fincerity,  not  -vvith  flcihly 
Wifdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  h.id  our  ccriverfa- 
tion  in  the  world." 

5.  Make 
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5.  Make  much  ufe  of  the  Chrillian's  armour^  recommended^ 
Eph.  vi.  1 1 .     As, 

i^,  The  (hield  of  faith.  No  fighting,  no  ftandtng  before  the 
enemy  without  faith.  God's  worthies,  Heb.  xi.  "  by  faith 
turned  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens." 

2^/y,  Put  on  the  helmet  of  .falvation,  a  well-grounded  hope 
of  glory ;  this,  like  a  helmet,  will  keep  the  head  fafe,  when 
fhowers  of  darts  are  flying  about  you. 

'^dlyy  Gtt'  oii  the  girdle  of  truth.  The  truth  and  faith- 
fulnefs  of  God  in  his  word,  improven  by  faith,  is  like  a 
girdle  whereby  the  loins  are  made  firm  and  ftrong  in  the 
day  of  battle.  It  is  by  the  word  of  truth  we  are  command- 
ed to  Itrengthen  the  weak  hands,  and  to  confirm  the  feeble 
knees. 

/\thly^  Put  on  the  breaftplate  of  righteoufnefs.  By  which 
we  may  either  undcrftand  imputed  righteoufnefs,  apprehend- 
ed by  faith,  which  like  a  breadplate  fortifies  the  heart,  and 
emboldens  the  believer  againft  all  accufers  and  all  accufationsy  ^ 
and  enables  him  to  fay,  "  Who  can  lay  any  thing  to  my 
charge  ?".  Or  it  may  be  underftood  of  implanted  righteoufnefs 
and  holinefsj  uprightnefs  and  integrity  of  heart  and  life,  which, 
as  I  faid,  makes  a  man  bold  as  a  lion. 

5/A/y,  Make  ufe  of  the  fword  of  the  Spirit,  which  is  the  word 
of  God,  both  to  offend  the  enemy,  and  defend  yourfcff.  With 
this  weapon  Chrift  encountered  and  overthrew' the  enemy  in 
the  wilder nefs,  "  Thus  and  thus  it  is  written.'*  With  the 
fame  weapon  all  his  foldiers  are  to  fight. 

Lqftlyi  Be  much  in  prayer,  wreftling  with  God  upon  your 
knees,  calling  for  grace  and  mercy  to  help  in  time  of  need« 
Thus  Jacob  like  a  prince  prevailed  ;  **  by  his  ftrength"  he  had 
power  with  God,  he  had  power  withtheangcl,  and  prevailed  j 
for  he  wept  and  made  fupplication  unto  him." 
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SABBATH-EVENING,  BURNTISLAND, 
July  5.   1730. 

Is  A.  Iix.  19.— TX^  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jball  lift  up  a  ftandard 
againft^him. 

THE  fecond  doftrinc  I  obferved  from  the  words  was  this. 
That  it  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  that  Ifts  up  a  Jlandard^ 
and  drives  hack  the  enemy  y  when  coming  like  a  food. 

In  difcourfingr  this  do£lrine,  I  fhall, 
L  Speak  a  little  of  the  ftandard-bearer,   the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord.     . 

II.  Of  the  ftandard  which  he  lifts  up. 

III.  Of  the  lifting  up  of  this  blefTed  ftandard. 

IV.  Shew  how  is  it,  or  whence  is  it,  the  lifting  up  of  the 
ftandard  gives  a  repulfe  to  the  enemy,  or  drives  him  back,  when 
coming  like  a  flood. 

V.  Lafly^  Apply  the  whole. 

1.  For  the  frf  which  is,  to  fpeak  a  little  of  the  ftandard" 
hearer^  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  Where  two  things  may  be  in- 
<]ulred  into.  1  •  What  Lord  is  he  that  is  here  intended  ?  2. 
Whom  are  we  to  underftand  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ? 

^ueft.  I.  What  Lord  is  he  that  is  here  intended  ? 

1  anfwer,  i .  He  is  "  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  Lord  mighty  in 
battle,"  Pfal.  xxiv. :  "  he  that  does  in  the  armies  of  heaven, 
and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  what  pleafeth  him  ; 
the  Lord  who  ftretcheth  out  the  heavens,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tions of  the  earth,  before  whom  the  inhabitants  of  the  world 
are  as  a  company  tf/'gralhoppers." 

2.  He  is  the  Lord  of  glory^  that  is  here  intended,  i  Cor.  ii.8. 
*^  Had  they  known  him,  they  would  not  have  crucified  the 
Lord  of  glory  •,  the  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory,  glorious 
in  holincfs,  fearful  in  praifcs,  doing  wonders."  When  the 
cherubipns  and  feraphims  behold  him  upon  his  throne  high  and 
lifted  up,  they  cry,  **  Holy,  holy,  holy  is  the  Lord  of  hofts, 
the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory." 
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3.  He  is  the  Lord  of  life ^  Afts  iii.  15.  "  Tc  hare  killed 
the  Prince  of  life,  whom  God  hath  raifed  from  the  dead.  As 
the  Father  hath  life  in  himfelf,  fo  hath  he  given  to  the  Son  to 
have  life  in  himfelf."  He  hath  life  in  himfelf  eflentially  and 
originally  as  the  Father,  he  being  the  "  true  God,  and  eternal 
life  ;"  and  as  Mediator,  he  hath  a  life  given  him  by  the  Far 
ther,  by  virtue  of  which  he  is  the  fountain  of  life  to  his  myf- 
tical  body,  "  the  refurreftion  and  the  life." 

4.  He  is  the  Lord  of  lords ^  Rev.  xix.  16.  "  He  hath  on  his 
vefture,  and  on  his  thigh,  a  name  written.  King  of  kings, 
AND  Lord  of  lords."  All  the  powers  of  the  earth  are  the 
vafTals  of  this  great  Lord,  they  hold  their  crowns  and  fceptres 
of  him.  He  cads  the  mighty  out  of  his  featj  and  raifeth 
them  of  low  degree. 

^eft.  2.  Whom  are  we  to  underftand  by  the  Spirit  of  tfas 
Lord  ?  Take  an  anfwer  to  this  in  the  following  particulars. 

I.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  as  to  his  eiTence,  is  the  fame 
God  with  the  Father  and  the  Son.  There  is  but  one  Ggd, 
and  three  perfons  in  the  Godhead,  the  Father,  Son,  and- 
Holy  Qhofl; ;  and  thefe  three  are  one  God,  the  fame  in  fubr* 
ftance,  equal  in  power  and  glory.  We  are  not  to  imagine  an^f 
fuperiority  or  inferiority  among  the  perfons  of  the  Godheadja 
feeing  they  ate  one  and  the  fame  moft  fimple  and  undivided 
t>eing. 

a.  As  to  the  order  of  his  exigence,  according  to  the  reve- 
lation of  the  word,  he  is  th^  third  perfon  of  the  adorable  Tri- 
Tiity,  and  proceeds  from  the  Father  and  the  Son,  in  an  ineffable 
and  inconceivable  manner.     All  that  we  have  revealed  con- 
cerning the  manner  of  the  exiftence   of  thefe     three  divine 
perfons  of  the  Godhead,  is,  that  the  Father  begat  the  Son 
the  Son  is  begotten  of  the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  pro— 
ceedeth  from  the  Father  and  the  Son  ;  but  as  to  the  generatiots 
of  the  Son,  or  the  proceflion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  who  tan  de 
clare  it  ?  God  has  drawn  a  vail  over  it,  and  it  is  dangerous  fo^ 
us,  in  this  ftate  of  mortality,  curioufly  to  pry  into  this  myC 
tery ;  and  they  who  have  adventured  to  go  further  than  the  re 
relation  of  the  word  leads  them,  have  always  run  themfelvc^ 
into  the  bogs  of  Arian,  Sabellian,  or  Socinian  errors. 

3.  As  to  his  office  in  the  great  work  of  falvation,  he  applie  - 
to  us  the  redemption  purchafed  by  Chrift  ;  in  order  to  whict 
he  receives  the  things  of  Chrift,  that  he  may  ihow  them  \iC 
us.  All  the  bleffings  of  a  Redeemer's  purchale,  all  the  goodtf 
of  his  teftameint,  both  heritable  and  moveable,  the  whole  eftattf 
of  eternal  life,  and  every  thing  that  pertains  to  it,.  ar^lodgecC 
in  his  hand,  that  he  may,  according  to  his  copimiffipn  froim 
the  Father  and  Son,  apply  tbcm,  and  make  them  effe^ual  tcp 
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tlie  heirs  of  promife.  And  according  to  the  various  parts  of 
liis  work,  in  applying  the  purchafed  (alvation,  he  gets  feveral 
names  in  fcripture  -,  as, 

1^,  He  is  fomctimes  called  a  rtprover :  John  xyi.  8.  '*  When 
lie  IS  come»  he  will  reproire  the  world  of  fin.'*  And  his  re- 
proofs are  fo  (harp  and  piercing,  that  they  are  compared  to  keen 
arrows,  and  a  (harp  two-edged  fword,  piercing  to  the  dividing 
afonder  of  foul  and  fpirit. 

7,dlyf  He  18  fomettmes  called  a  comforter :  *^  I  will  fend  the 
Comiort^r,  and  he  (hall  teach  you  all  things."  He  is  fo  called^ 
l>ecaufe  he  comforts  them  that  mourn  in  Zion ;  he  gives  the 
oil  of  joy  for  mourning,  and  the  garments  of  praife  for  a  hea« 
•vy  fpirit."  His  confolations  are  fo  ftrong  that  they  make  the 
Xps  of  them  that  are  afleep  to  fmg. 

Sd/y,  He  is  fometimes  called  an  advocate;  the  word  rendered 
a  comforter^  (ignifies  alfo  an  advocate.  He  pleads  the  caufe  of 
Chrift  in  the  world,  againft  all  that  dare  to  (peak  againft  him  \ 
lie  pleads  his  caufe  in  the  hearts  of  his  people,  againft  all  the 
£alfe  furmifes  that  Satan  and  an  unbelieving  heart  are  ready  to 
£igge(l  to  his  prejudice  ;  and  he  afts  the  part  of  an  advocate^ 
l>y  enabling  us  to  plead  and  pray  with  groans  which  cannot  be 
tittered. 

Ath!jy  He  is  fometimes  called  a  v)itnefs  :  John  xv.  26.  **  He 
ihall  tcftify  of  me.**  The  Spirit  bears  witncfs  of  Chiift,  partly 
by  external  revelation,  partly  by  internal  manifeftation  ;  hence 
called  **  the  Spirit  of  wifdom  and  revelation  in  the  knowledge 
of  Chrift.^  He  bears  witnefs  of  the  fon(hip  of  believers ;  he 
**  bears  witncfs  with  our  fpirits,  that  we  are  the  children  of 
God  :*  he  is  in  them  a  fpirit  of  adoption,  enabling  them  to 
cry,  Mbof  Fatter. 

5/A/y,  He  is  fomctimes  called  a  remembrancer:  John  xiv.  26. 
^'  He  (hall  bring  to  your  remembrance  whatfoever  I  have 
fpoken  unto  you.''  Our  memories  are  like  leaking  vefTels,  let 
all  the  good  words  of  Chrift  flip  from  us  i  but  the  Spirit  will 
not  let  them  flip  :  no,  he  keeps  them  for  our  ufe,  and  brings 
to  remembrance  with  a  frefh  relifh  and  favour  in  time  of  need  t 
and  in  that  cafe  the  believer  (inds  fuch  a  fweetnefs  in  the 
word,  that  he  cannot  but  fay  with  Jeremiah,  "  Thy  words 
were  found  by  me,  and  I  did  eat  them,  and  they  were  unto 
me  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  mine  heart." 

6tiffy,  He  is  fometimes  called  a  teacher :  '*  He  (hall  teach 

.   you  all  things,"  John  xiv.  26.    He  teaches  fo,  as  no  man  ever 

^  taught ;  he  is  an  interpreter  among  a  thoufand  ;  all  the«com« 

mcntaries  in  the  world  are  not  able  to  give  fuch  a  view  of  a 

Word  of  fcripture,  as  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  do,  when  he 
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opens  it  up  in  his  own  light ;  he  makes  the  heart  of  the  ra(h 
to  underftand  wifdbm.  , 

^thlyy  He  is  fometimes  called  a  guide:  "  When  the  Spirit  of 
truth  is  come,  he  (ball  guide  you  into  all  truth."  He  faves 
the  members  of  Chrift  from  fuch  damnable  errors,  as  ftrike  at 
the  foundation  of  religion  and  Chriftianity  ;  none  of  his  teach* 
ing  (hall  be  given  up  to  ftrongdclufions,_to  believe  lies. 

4.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  as  to  his  qualities  or  properties^ 
we  are  told  in  fcripture,  is, 

ij}y  A  renewing  Spirit :  hence  we  read  of  **  the  wafhing^ 
of  regeneration,  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoil."  All  the 
powers  of  the  foul,  and  the  image  of  God  in  them,  are.  dillo* 
cate  and  defaced,  the  whole  foundations  are  out  of  courfe  ;.but 
the  Spirit  of  fhe  Lord,  in  a  work  of  regeneration,  repairs^the 
image  of  God,  and  fets  every  thing  again  in  its  proper  pfade 
and  order. 

idlyy  He  is  a  fanBifying  Spirit^  wherefore  called  "  the  Spi- 
rit of  hollnefs."  He  draws  the  lineaments  of  the  divine  holi- 
nefs  upon  us,  and  enables  uo  more  and  more  to  die  unto. fin, 
and  to  live  unto  righteoufnefs  :  he  takes  the  beauty  of  CHrift- 
and  puts  it  upon  us,  whereby  we  are  made  comely. 

3/y/y,  He  is  a  Spirit  of  glory :  **  The  Spirit  of  glory  and  of 
God  refteth  upon  you,"  fays  the  apoftle  Peter.  He  makes,  the 
King's  daughter  all  glorious  within,  and  fo  fits  the  foul  for 
being  brought  to  glory,  **  makes  us  meet  to  be  partakers  of  the 
inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light." 

^hlyy  He  is  a  Spirit  of  power  ;  he  gives  power  to  the  faint^ 
makes  the  feeble  as  David.  When  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  was 
with  Samfon,  he  flew  the  Philiftines  heaps  upon  heaps ;  but 
when  the  Lord  departed,  the  locks  wherein  his  ftrength  la/ 
were  cut. 

Sihlyy  He  is  a  Spirit  of  love.  Wherever  he  comes,  he  makes  the 
heart  to  burn  with  love  to  God  in  Chrift,  fo  as  the  foul  cannot 
but  fay,  with  David,  •*  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?" 
The  man  loves  his  ordinances,  and  the  place  where  his  honour 
dwells  :  he  loves  his  people,  and  all  that  bear  his  image  :  "  My 
delight  is  with  the  faints,  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth." 

6tklyy  He  is  a  Spirit  of  a  found  mindy  for  he  gives  a  found 
judgement  and  underftandiiig  of  the  things  of  God ;  hence 
it  is,  that  one  of  the  Lord's  babes  or  little  ones  will  have  a 
more  clear  and  found  uptaking  of  the  things  of  God,  than 
all  the  learned  rabbies  and  plodding  politicians  in  the  world, 
that  tfxcel  in  human  wifdom  and  literature. 

I  Ihall  only  add,  5.  That  the  a£lings  and  operations  of  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  are  fet  forth  to  us  in  fcripture  under  differ- 
ent metaphors ;  as, 
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xjif  He  is  foroetimes  refembled  to  Jire,  therefore  called  a 
Spini  of  burning y  If.  iv.  4.  He  confumes  and  burns  up  the 
drofs  of  fin  and  corruption.  As  the  fparks  of  fire  fly  upward^ 
fo  he  makes  the  foul  to  feek  thofe  things  that  are  above. 

idly^  He  is  fometimes  refembled  to  water  :  Ifa.  xliv.  3.  *^  I 
vrill  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirfty,  and  floods  upon  the 
dry  ground."  By  his  influences,  the  foul  is  fo  fru£tified^  that 
it  becomes  as  a  tree  planted  by  the  rivers  of  waters,  bringing 
forth  fruit  in  feafon  :  <^  I  will  be  as  the  dew  unto  Ifrael,  and 
he  ihall  grow  as  the  lily." 

^dlji  He  is  fometimes  refembled  to  luind :  Cant.  iv.  16. 
^'  Awake,  O  north  wind,  and  come,  thou  fouth,  blow  upon 
my  garden."  John  iii.  8.  "  The  wind  blowcth  where  it 
lifteth,  and  thou  hearelt  the  found  thereof,  but  cand  not  tell 
whence  it  comech,  and  whither  it  gocth."  "When  this  wind 
fiUeth  the  fails  of  the  afl%£lions,  with  what  fpeed  and  liveli* 
nefs  does  the  believer  move  in  his  voyage  to  the  haven  of 
glory,  his  cverlafting  reft  ! 

4/A/y,  He  is  fometimes  refembled  in  his  operations  to  ci! : 
*'  We  have  an  un£l:ion  from  the  holy  One,  and  we  know  all 
things."  Wc  read  of  the  anointing  of  the  Spirit ;  «*  Coc!, 
thy  God,  hath  anointed  thee  with  the  oil  of  gladnefs  above 
thy  fellows."  And  by  this  oil  the  countenance  of  the  be- 
liever is  made  to  (hine,  the  joints  of  his  foul  are  fuppled^ 
fo  that  he  runs  and  does  not  weary,  walks  and  does  not  faint. 

II.  The  fecond  thing  propofed  was,  to  fpedk  a  little  of  tJjt 
ftatidard  which  it  I  fled  up  by  the  Spirit  »f  the  Lord.  By  the 
flandard,  as  I  told  you  in  the  explication  of  the  words,  I  un«- 
dcrftand  Chrift,  the  blefled  enfign,  which  is  lifted  to  the  na- 
tions. If.  xi*  10.  And  he  is  fitly  refembled  to  a  ftandard,  on 
the  following  accounts. 

I.  The  ftandard  is  a  fignal  of  war  ;  when  war  is  proclaim- 
ed, the  ftandard  is  fet  up,  or  the  enfign  difplayed.  When 
Chrift  defcended  to  this  lower  world,  and  came  upon  an  ex* 
pcdition  of  war  againft  the  god  of  this  world,  and  his  ufurped 
empire  over  the  children  of  men,  this  war  was  proclaimed, 
and  the  ftandard  fet  up  in  Paradife,  by  that  word.  Gen.  iii. 
15.  •*  The  feed  of  the  woman  fiiall  bruife  the  head  of  the 
ferpent."  Accordingly,  when  he  aftually  came  into  the 
world,  he  gave  a  Ihout  of  war  againft  the  eneniy,  faying, 
"  TTic  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart,  and  the  year  of  my 
redeemed  is  come."  Hence  it  was,  that  hell  and  its  auxilia- 
ries took  the  alarm,  they  raged,  they  **  imagined  a  vain 
thing  againft  the  Lord,  and  againft  his  anointed,  faying. 
Come,  let  us  break  their  bands  afundcr,  and  caft  awviy  their 
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cords  from  us  :"  but  the  man  of  God's  right  hand  wounded 
his  head  over  many  nations,  breaks  him,  and  his  adherencSf 
as  with  a  rod  of  iron.  The  incarnation  of  the  Son  of  Cod. 
wa3  a  f]?nal  to  a  loft  world  that  God  was  now  with  us,  to  de- 
liver us  from  the  power  of  Satan ;  his  appearing  in  otir  flefli, 
was  a  difpl^ying  the  ilatidard,  or  a  lifting  up  the  banner,  that 
we  might  gather  unto  him  as  our  leader  and  cdmmander. 

2.  A  (landard  is  a  figtial  of  peace ;  when  peace  is  pr6« 
claimed,  the  white  flag  or  enfign  is  difplaycd.  As  the  ap- 
pearance of  God  in  the  nature  of  man  was  a  fignal  of  wai^ 
slgainft  hell,  death,  and  fin  ^  fo  it  was  a  fignal  of  peace  to  man 
upon  earth :  hence  thfe  angels,  at  the  birth  of  our  Redeemer, 
cry,  **  Glory  to  God  in  the  highcft,  and  on  earth  peace, 
jjood-will  towards  men."  He  is  our  peace  :  "  This  mail 
fliall  be  the  peace  when  the  AfTyrian  (hall  come  into  our 
land.**  He  brought  with  him  a  peace  of  reconciliation  with 
God,  a  peace  of  confolation  with  confcfence,  a  peace  of  ami* 
ty  and  friendlhip  between  man  and  man,  and  ostween  man 
and  his  fellow,  creatures. 

3«  A  ftandard  is  an  enfign  of  viftory  j  the  vidlorious  ge- 
neral fets  up  his  ftandard  in  the  field  of  battle,  as  an  evidence 
of  the  enemy's  being  foiled.  So  a  rifen  and  living  Redeem* 
cr,  is  a  fignal  of  his  viftory  over  the  powers  of  hell ;  fot 
•*  when  he  afccnded  up  on  high,  he  led  ca{)tivity  captive,'^  he 
returned  from  the  field  with  difplayed  enCgns,  carrying  the 
fpoils  of  his  enemies  along  with  him ;  upon  the  fight  of  which 
the  church  cries,  in  a  way  of  triumph,  Pfal.  Ixviii.  20.  "  He 
that  is  our  God,  is  the  God  of  falvatibti  \  aftd  unto  God  the 
Lord  belong  the  iffues  from  death." 

4*  A  ftandard  is  a  fignal  of  gathering ;  when  the  ftandard 
IS  let  up,  the  arnly  is  to  gather,  volunteers  are  to  be  lifted. 
The  manifeftation  of  Chrift  in  the  flefh,  and  the  revelation  of 
him  in  the  gofpel,  is  a  fignal  to  loft  finners,  to  fhake  off  the 
tyrannical  yoke  of  fin  and  Satan,  that  they  may,  undet 
(thrift's  condufl,  recover  their  ancient  liberty  that  they  en- 
joyed at  their  creation:  hence  is  that  prophecy  of  Jacob, 
Gen.  xlix.  ic  •*  Unto  him  fhall  the  gathering  of  the  people 
be."  If.  xi.  10.  **  He  fhall  be  fct  for  an  enfign  to  the  na- 
tions •,  to  him  fhall  the  Gentiles  feek,  and  his  reft  fliall  be 
glorious."  And  O  how  glad  is  he  when  volunteers  come  in 
as  flocks  of  doves  to  their  windows  !  Matth.  xxiii.  at  the  clofe, 
**  How  often  would  I  have  gathered  thee,  as  the  hen  gather* 
eth  her  chickens  under  her  wings  !" 

5.  A  ftandard  is  for  direftion  and  order ;  when  the  army 
is  to  march,  the  ftandard  goes  before,  and  the  foldiers  know 
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vKereavay  to  move  by  the  motion  of  their  (landard.  Chrifl: 
28  giTen  for  a  leader  to  the  people ;  it  is  by  eying  of  him  the 
faints  know  how  to  diredi  and  to  bend  their  courfe  in  their 
travels  through  the  wildcrnefs.  Qence  the  apoftle  exhorts 
belieTers  to  *^  run  their  race  with  patience^  looking  unto  Je- 
fus  the  author  and  iinifher  of  their  faith/'  Heb.  xji.  i.  a. 
Thus  you  fee,  that  Chrift  is  the  (landard,  and  why  fo  called* 

III.  The  third  thing  was,  to  fpeah  a  little  of  the  lifting  up  of 
this  blejedftandard. 

1.  The  (irft  ujMfting  of  it  was  in  the  eternal  counfel  of 
Heaven,  before  evtr  the  foundation  of  the  world  was  laid : 
Prov.  viii.  23.  "  I  was  fet  up  (fays  Chrift)  from  everlail- 
ing,  from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  earth  was."  From  all 
eternity,  God  had  a  purpofe  of  love  towards  loft  Tinners  of 
Adam's  family,  and  a  purpofe  of  war  againft  the  powers  of 
hell,  by  Jefus  Chrift. 

2.  This  ftandard  was  lifted  up  in  the  firft  promife,  Gen. 
iii.  15.  <^  It  fhall  bruife  thy  head,  and  thou  (halt  bruife  his 
heel ;"  that  is,  My  eternal  Son,  in  the  nature  of  man,  (hall, 
in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  avenge  the  quarrel  of  the  woman  and 
her  feed,  in  thy  total  ruin  and  overthrow. 

3.  This  ftandard  was  fet  up  in  the  a£tual  incamition,  obe- 
dience, and  death  of  the  Son  of  God ;  for  then  it  was  thac 
•*  through  death  he  dieftroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of 
death;"  then  it  was  he  deftroyed  the  works  of  tne  devil, 
turned  the  counfel  of  that  froward  fpirit  headlong,  outfhot 
him  in  his  own  bpw.  The  devil  and  the  world  thought  that 
they  had  Chrift  at  ^nder,  when  they  had  brought  him  to  the 
duft  of  death ;  but  our  glorious  Emmanuel  wrefts  death  out  of 
the  devil's  band,  and  flays  him  with  his  own  weapons. 

4.  This  ftandard  was  lifted  up  by  the  refurreiiion  of  Chrift 
from  the  dead,  and  his  exaltation  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Majefty  on  high.  We  are  told,  Pfal.  ex.  7.  that  "  having 
drunk  of  the  brook  in  the  way,  he  lifted  up  the  head  :'*  and 
by  his  uplifting,  he  draws  all  men  after  him.  O  Sirs,  lift  up 
your  eyes  to  heaven,  and  behold  this  royal  ftandard  now  fee 
up  in  Emtpanuel's  land,  far  above  all  principality  and  power, 
might  and  dominion.  **  God  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and 
given  him  a  tiame  above  every  name." 

5.  This  ftandard  is  lifted  up  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  evcr- 
lafting  gofpel,  which  began  firft  to  be  preached  by  the 
apoftles  immediately  after  his  refurrcftion,  and  afterward  by 
other  minifters  called  of  God  for  that  end,  which  are  to  con- 
tinue in  a  fucceffion  to  the  end  of  the  world.  O  how  fuc- 
cefsfully  was  this  ftandard  lifted  up  by  the  apoftles,  when  fet 
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vp  immediately  after  his  exaltation,  when  whole  thottfan(&^ ' 
by  the  preaching  of  a  fermon  concerning  the  ideath  and  re- 
furreffcion  of  Chrift,  were  brought  in  to  the  fcrrice  of  Chrift  ;  , 
when  whole  nations  weft-e  born  to  him  at  once ;  when  Hea- 
thenifli  idolatry  fell  down  before  the  everlaftine  gofpel  \ 
whereby  was  fulfilled  that  prophecy  of  Ifaiah,  chap.  Ix.  8. 
**  Who  are  thefe  that  fly  as  a  cloud,  and  as  the  doves  to 
their  windows  ?" 

6.  Again,  when  there  is  any  remarkable  appearance  for 
Chrift  and  his  caufe,  in  a  church  or  natioiu  in  oppoGtion  to 
error,  fuperftition,  profanenefs,  or  any  of  xhe  works  of  the 
devil ;  when  the  Lord  fpirits  his  miniftelf,  and  the  judica- 
tories of  his  church,  to  give  a  fair,  full,  and  faithful  teftimo- 
ny  for  Chrift,  in  oppofition  to  any  of  thefe  works  of  dark- 
nefs ;  then  is  it  that  this  ftandard  is  lifted  up.  What  a  pity 
is  it  that  there  (hould  be  fuch  a  faint  difplay  of  Chrift's  ban- 
ner againft  that  damnable  herefy  of  Arianifm,  vented  of  late 
in  this  church  !  It  is  to  be  feared,  we  fhall  never  be  honour- 
ed to  do  any  fighal  fervice  for  Chrift,  when  fuch  an  opportu- 
nity of  doing  him  juftice  has  been  flighted  ;  however,  he  will 
give  the  banner  to  them  that  fear  him,  that  it  may  be  difplay* 
cd  becaufe  of  truth. 

7.  When  God  in  his  providence  breaks  and  baffles  wicked 
and  blood-thirfty  perfecutors,  who  were  making  havock  of  his 
churcti  and  people,  granting  them  refpite  and  deliverance 
from  trouble  \  then  is  it  that  this  ftandard  is  lifted  up,  when 
he  raifeth  up  faviours  in  mount  Zion,  to  judge  the  mount  of 
Efau.  How  remarkably  was  this  ftandard  lifted  up  for  Ifrael, 
when  Pharaoh  and  his  hoft,  in  their  purfuit,  were  overthrown 
in  the  Red  fea,  and  made  to  fmk  like  lead  in  the  mighty  wa- 
ters ?  or  when,  by  his  fervant  Cyrus,  he  overthrew  the  power 
of  Babylon,  and  brought  back  his  people  again  to  their  native 
land  ?  on  which  occafion,  Ifrael  could  not  but  fay,  *•  When 
the  Lord  brought  back  the  captivity  of  his  people,  we  were 
like  men  that  dreamed."  Thus  God  lifted  up  the  ftandard  in 
our  land,  when  in  his  providence  he  raifed  up  the  prince  of 
Orange,  .as  the  inftrument  of  our  deliverance,  when  we  were 
upon  the  point  of  being  fwallowed  up  with  a  deluge  of  Pp- 
pi(h  darknefs  and  tyranny. 

8.  This  royal  ftandard  is  lifted  up  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
in  the  morning  of  converfion,  when  through  difcoveries  of 
the  glory  of  Chrift,  the  foul  is  determined  to  make  a  furren- 
der  of  its  heart,  and  to  lift  up  the  everlafting  doors,  that  this 
King  of  glory  may  come  in.  And  O,  when  he  comes  in,  how 
remarkably  does  he  drive  back  the  enemy !  he  binds  the  ftrong 
man,  fpoils  him  of  his  goods  %  tranflates  the  poor  foul  from 
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^e  power  of  daiknefs  to  his  own  kingdom  of  lights  life,  and 
liberty. 

9.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lifts  up  the  ftandard  in  every  re- 
viewed nianifeftation  and  difcovery  of  the^lory  of  Chrift,  efpe<- 
^lally  after  a  dark  night  of  defertibn,  temptatidn;  aiid  defpon- 
dency.  Perhaps  the  poor  believer  Was  ^<  going  mourning 
Without  the  fun  ;^  the  wild  beads  of  hell,  the  roaring  lion^ 
2ind  his  emifTaries,  were  like  to  devour  him,  and  the  poor  be« 
liever  crying,  **  I  am  caft  out  of  thy  fight:  My  way  is  hid 
from  the  Lord,  iind  my  judgement  is  pafled  over  from  my 
CJod.**  However,  at  length  the  Spirit  of  light,  life,  and 
jpower,  comes,  and  by  a  difcovery  of  the  glory  of  Chrift,  for* 
^eth  a  day  upon  the  poor  creature,  that  Was  *'  walking  in  dark* 
rnefs  and  faw  jlo  light."  O  theti  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lifts  up 
^he  ftandard,  and  Satan  is  baffled,  his  fiery  darts  are  blunted^ 
-rlie  mourning  of  the  poor  foul  is  turned  to  finging  and  triumph. 
rFhus  you  fee  when  it  is  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  may  be 
f^d  to  lift  up  the  ftandard  agairift  the  eiiemy  coming  in  like  a 
flood. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  Was,  to  inquire  nvhetice  is  it  that  the  lift^ 
«^g  up  6f  the  ftandard^  or  the  difplaying  of  the  glory  of  Chrijl  by 
^Ae  Spirit  of  the  Lordy  gives  a  repulfe  to  the  enemy ^  or  drives  him 

I  anfwer,  l.  THe  difplaying  of  the  glory  of  Chrift  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord,  fets  faith  in  a  lively  exercife,  which  is  the 
^reat  eiigiiie  whereby  we  are  enabled  to  overcome  Satan,  the 
>^orld,  arid  all  our  enemies.  A3  for  Satan  and  his  fiery  darts» 
^liey  are  quenohed  by  faith,  Epli.  vi.  16.  and  Rev.  xii.  ii. 
^•They  ovcrcanie  him  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,**  that  i8» 
liy  faiUi  ailing  ilpon  a  glorious  Redeemer  and  his  atoning 
Isiood.  As  for  the  world,  it  is  by  faith  that  We  trample  upoii 
its  frowns  and  flatteries  :  **  This  is  the  viftory  whereby  wfc 
Overcome  the  world,  even  oiir  faith.^'  As  for  indwelling  fin, 
Atheifmi,  eiiriiity,  pride,  carnality,  and  the  like,  every  view  of 
Chrift  by  faith  gives  a  new  woiind,  and  cuts  off  fome  limb  or 
member  of  the  old  man  of  fin  :  A£^s  xv.  9.  the  faints  are  there 
faid  to  **  purify  their  hearts  by  faith.**  By  faith  **  we  behold 
the  glory  of  the  Lord,"  and  lb  **  are  changed  into  the  fame 
image,  from  glory  to  glory ;"  and  thus  gradually  the  body  of 
fin  and  death  isi  wafted  and  weakened. 

2.  By  difplays  of  the  glory  of  Chrilt,  love  is  inflamed.  And 
Adhere  the  love  of  Chrift  is  ftied  abroad  on  the  hcatt  by  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord,  the  utmoft  afTaiilts  of  hell  are  not  able  to  prevail ; 
**  Many  waters  cannot  quench  love,  neither  can  the  floods? 
drown  it  :.if  a  xtian  would  give  all  the  fubftance  of  his  houfe 
Tot.  IL  M  for 


90  7hi  Standard  of  Heaven  lifted  up  againji 

for  love,  it  would  utterly  bt  contemned."  When  lave  is  is 
exercife,  the  foul  hates  evil,  and  is  ready  to  cry  out,  ^^DejHurt 
from  me,  all  ye  evil  doers ;  for  I  will  keep  the  command- 
ments of  my  God."  What  but  the  love  of  God  made  Jofepk 
to  give  fuch  a  repulfe  to  the  helliih  attack  made  upon  him 
by  his  adultrefs  miftrefst  ^^  How  (hall  I  do  this  great  wicked* 
nefs,  and  fin  againft  God  ?"  See  the  influence  of  the  love  of 
Chrift  in  the  triumph  of  the  apoftle,  Rom.  viii.  at  the  clofe, 
<<  Who  {hall  feparate  Us  from  the  love  of  Chrift  ?  (bali  tribu- 
lation or  4iftrcf$|"  &c.  -, 

3.  Difphys  of  the  glory  of  Chrifl:  infpire  the  foul  with  cou« 
rage  and  ftrength  to  oppofe  the  enemy,  when  he  comes  in  likei 
a  flood.  By  the  fight  of  the  great  Captain  qf  falvation,  the  be- 
liever becomes  bold  as  a  lion,  to  encounter  the  powers  of  helUa 
and  corruption.  O !  fays  the  believer,  when  he  gets  a  Gght  of 
Chrift,  ^^  Through  him  affifting  me  I  cain  do  all  things.''  Pfal. 
xxxiv.  5.  ^'  They  looked  unto  him^  and  were  lightened :  and 
their  faces  were  not  afhamed.'' 

4.  Difplays  of  the  glory  of  Chrift,  by  the  word  and  Spirit 
of  the  Lord,  difpirit  the  enemy,  though  coming  in  like  a  floods 
The  devil  and  his  auxiliaries  know  very  well,  to  their  fad  et- 
perience,  that  Chrift  is  match  and  more  for  them ;  the  head  of 
the  ferpent  bears  the  marks  of  Chrift's  heel,  his  wound  (hall 
never  be  healed.  And  therefore,  whenever  Chrift  takes  the 
field,  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  the  poor  foul  oppreffed  by  the 
enemy,  immediately  he  lofcth  heart,  and  gives  way  :  hence  is 
that  prayer  of  David,  Pfal.  Ixviii.  i.  2.  *<  Let  God  arife,  let 
his  enemies  be  fcattered :  let  them  alfo  that  hate  bim»  fle$ 
before  him,''  &c. 

V.  The  fft/j  thing  was  the  Application.  And  xhtfirjl  ufe 
may  be  of  Information^  in  a  few  particulars.  Is  it  fo  that  when 
the  enemy  comes  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  (hall 
lift  up  a  ftandard  againft  him  ?  then, 

I.  See  hence  what  it  is  that  makes  a  church  "  terrible  as  an 
army  with  banners,"  to  the  powers  of  hell,  and  the  wicked  of 
>  the  world.  It  ia  not  carnal  wifdom  and  policy  ;  it  is  not  a 
yeilding  to  the  humours  of  men  in  the  matters  of  Chrift  ;  it 
is  not  a  fquaring  out  conduG  according  to  the  wifdom  of  this 
world  ;  no,  it  is  the  prefcnce  of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  a. 
following  the  ftandard  of  the  word,  which  he  has  given  fof 
"  a  lamp  unto  our  feet,  and  a  light  unto  our  paths."  How 
terrible  was  the  church  of  Scotland  in  the  days  of  our  refor« 
mation,  when  the  Spiiit  of  the  Lord  refted  upon  our  worthy 
reformers,  enabling  them  to  contend  earneftly  for  the  faith, 
and  for  the  royal  prerogatives  of  the  King  of  Zion,  in  oppo- 
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fition  to  Papiftsy  malignancs,  and  other  enemies  of  a  corenant- 
ed  reformation  ?  A  faithful  miniiler,  and  his  moyen  with  God» 
by  the  confeffion  of  the  queen  of  Scotland,  was  at  that  time 
more  terrible  and  dreadful  to  her,  than  an  army  often  thoufand 
men.  But,  alas !  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  departed  in  a  great  mea« 
lure,  and  a  worldly,  politic,  carnal,  feliilb,  party-fpirit  is  come 
in  its  room,  which  cannot  miCs  but  make  us  bafe  and  contemp- 
tible both  in  the  eyes  of  friends  and  foes. 

2.  See  from  this  dodrine  the  ground  and  caufe  of  all  our 
defeAions  and  backflidings  at  this  day ;    why,  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord,  that  lifts  up  the  ftandard,  is  departed  hence,  the 
«nemy  comes  in  like  a  flood.     We  have  grieved  the  Spirit^ 
<|aenched  the  Spirit,  refifted  the  Spirit  \  and  hence  it  is  that 
jfce  does  not  lift  up  a  ftandard  againll  the  floods  of  error,  pro- 
fanity, tyranny,  and  opprelGon,  that  are  broke  in  upon  us. 
If  you  aik,  what  way  have  we  grieved  the  Spirit,  and  provo- 
Iced  him  to  -depart  from  us  P    I  anfwer,  It  is  by  our  not  re** 
£[arding  or  following  the  ftandard,  when  lifted  up  in  the  dif- 
penfation  of  the  glorious  gofpel.    When  Chrift  is  not  recei- 
*ved  i  when  the  precepts  and  promifes  of  the  word  are  not  be- 
Sieved  ov  regarded;  when  magiftrates,  minifters,  or  people^ 
<lo  not  in  their  feveral  ftations  (hew  a  regard  to  the  convic- 
^  ions  of  the  Spirit,  or  his  motions  on  their  hearts ;  this  grieves 
3Kim,  and  provokes  him  to  depart  from  a  churcli,  or  a  particu- 
Xar  perton. 

3.  See  hence  what  it  is  that  makes  the  gofpel  fuccefsful 
^mong  a  people,  for  deftroying  Satan's  kingdom,  and  pulling 
^own  his  ftrong  holds ;  it  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  accom^ 
X^aiiying  the  preaching  of  the  word,  and  difplaying  the  glory 
c>f  Chrift  therein.     However  contemptible  the  gofpel  may  ap- 
S^ar  to  a  blind  world,  who  look  on  it  only  with  the  eye  of 
Carnal  reafon ;  yet  to  them  that  believe,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
^lic  power  of  God  to  falvation  :  "  The  weapons  of  our  war- 
fare are  not  carnal,  but  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling 
€]owfi  of  ftrong  holds."    It  is  not  the  flourifti  of  words,  it  is 
vsot  the  force  of  human  rhetoric,  or  flaunting  harangues  of 
niorality,  that  will  ever  ferve  the  turn :    no,  it  is  a  faithful 
ciifplay  of  the  glory  of  Chrift,  a  fimple  propofal  of  the  gofpel, 
Bn  opening  of  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom.     This  is  the 
chariot  in  which  the  Spirit  of  God  rides ;    and  O  when  he 
Tides  in  his  own  chariot,  he  rides  profperoufly,  and  the  peo- 
ple fall  under  him. 

4.  See  hence  what  it  is  that  makes  the  ordinances  of  the 
gofpel  fo  fweet  and  defirable  to  a  gracious  foul,  infomuch 
that  ^'  one  day  in  his  courts  is  better  than  a  thoufand.'' 
What  makes  preaching  fwcet,  or  a  communioji-table  fo  de- 
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£rable  to  the  faints  ?  Why»  there  they  find  the  Spirit  of  du| 
Lord  lifting  up  the  ftandard,  diiplaying  the  glory^  fulncfs^ 
fuitablenefs,  and  estcellency  of  Chrift  and  his  lore :  Cant*  \u 
g.  4.  *'  I  fat  down  under  his  (hadow  with  great  delight,  and  - 
Bis  fruit  was  fweet  to  my  tafte.  He  brought  me  into  lua 
banqueting-houfe,  and  his  banner  over  me  was  Ipve/'  In  go« 
fpel-ordinanceS|  believers  are  privileged  with  difcoveries  of 
the  love  and  loveljnefs  of  a  glorious  Redeemer  \  hence  is  that 
^f  David,  Pfal.  xxvii.  4.  ^^  One  thing  have  I  defired  of  the 
liord,  that  will  I  feek  after,  that  I  may  dwell  in  the  houfe  of 
1  he  Lord  all  the  days  of  my  life,  to  behold  the  beauty  of  the 
Lord,  and  to  inquire  in  his  temple." 

5*  See  hence  what  it  is  that  fpirits  a  believer  to  hold  on 
bis  way,  even  though  death  and  hell,  the  devil  ^hd  the  world^ 
fiand  in  his  way ;  why,  the  Spirit  of  die  Lord  lifts  up  thti 
itandard ;  and  you  know,  as  the  army  is  heartened  to  keep 
and  (land  their  ground  by  the  fight  of  the  ftandard,  fo  are  be- 
lievers heartened  by  difplays  of  the  glory  of  Chrift  :  *^  They 
dall  fing  in  the  ways  of  the  Lord :  for  great  is  the  glory  of 
the  Lord."  Let  a  believer  but  fee  Chrift  in  his  glory,  he  is 
able  to  look  the  law,  juftice,  confcience,  and  the  world,  in  the 
face,  and  fay,  *^  Who  cin  lay  any  thing  to  my  charge  l^ 
Then  it  is  that  he  rides  upon  his  high  places ;  being  clothed 
"with  the  fun,  he  treads  the  mooq  of  this  world  under  his 
feet :  then  is  he  able  to  encounter  death,  the  king  of  terrorsy 
in  his  moft  formidable  afped  %  and  to  fay  with  Paul,  **  I  ani 
Teady  not  to  be  bound  only,  but  alfo  to  die  for  the  name  of  th^ 
Lord  Jefus."        - 

'  6.  See  hence  whence  it  comes  that  we  (hall  frequently  fiiid 
fuch  furprifing  turns  in  the  cafe  or  exercife  of  the  Lord's 
i)eople.  Sometimes  the  believer  is  at  fuch  a  low  ebb,  that  he  i^ 
giving  up  the  day  for  loft,  quitting  the  field,  yielding  the 
caufe  to  the  enemy,  as  if  all  were  loft,  like  David,  "  One 
day  or  other  I  fliall  fall  by  the  hand  of  the  enemy  ;"  the  ar- 
sries  of  hell,  and  fwarms  of  corruptions,  are  too  ftrpng  foi; 
me :  but  all  on  a  fudden  recovers  his  fpirit,  girds  himfelf 
vr\\3x  gladnefs,'  puts  on  his  harnefs,  triumphing  in  his  high 
places,  giving  a  bold  defiance  to  hell  and  all  its  emiflariess 
faying  with  David,  Pfal.  iii.  5.  6.  *M  laid  me  down  and 
flept ;  I  awaked,  for  the  Lord  fuftaincd  me.  I  will  not  be 
afraid  of  ten  thoufands  of  people,  that  fet  themfelves  againft 
me  round  about."  Whence  comes  this  fudden  change  an^ 
alteration  with  the  believer  ?  The  matter  is  this,  when  the 
enemy  was  coming  in  lilce  a  flood,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lift 
iip  a  ftandard  againft  him  ;  and  the  very  (ighc  of  the  ftandard^ 
an  uptaking  of  the  glory  of  Chrift,  pvits  new  fpirits  and  liJF^ 
'••'•■  .  '      ■  ■  iu 
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in  him ;  fo  that  he  goes  forth,  like  a  gtant  refreflied  with  new 
wine,  unto  the  field  of  battle. 

7.  See  hence  v^hat  is  the  moft  expedite  and  cfFeAual  me- 
thod to  mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body  of  fin,  or  to  put  a 
check  upon  the  infurreAions  of  enmity,  unbelief,  pride,  va- 
nity of  fpirit,  and  other  heart-evils,  which*  like  the  daughters 

-  of  Heth,  make  the  believer  fometimes  weary  of  his  life :  why, 
the  beft  way  in  the  world  is,  to  call  in  the  affiftance  and  aid 
of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  that  he  may  ]if(  up  a  (landard 
againft  him.  No  fooner  does  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  take  the 
field,  and  begins  to  teitify  of  CJirift,  ox  to  manifefl  his  glory 
to  the  foul,  but  thefe  locufts  of  hell  (brink,  and  hide  their 
heads.  The  wild  beads  of  the  foreft,  which  range  through 
the  fields  in  the  darknefs  of  the  night,  they  retire  to  their 
deps  whenever  the  fun  arifes :  fo,  whenever  the  Sun  of  righ* 
teoufnefs  arifes  upon  the  foul,  thefe  enemies  flee  before  him. 
A  difplay  of  the  glory  of  Chrilt  will  break  the  ftrength  of  the 
moft  violent  temptation,  and  knock  down  the  ftrongeft  and 
moft  turbulent  lufts ;  thefe  enemies  are  not  able  to  behold 
the  ftandard  lift  up  by  the  Spirit  pf  the  Lord.  And  there- 
fore, poor  believer,  whenever  thou  art  like  to  be  worfted  by 
any  of  thy  fpiritual  enemies,  call  in  the  aid  of  the  Spirit,  that 
he  may  drive  them  back :  ♦*  For  wp  through  the  Spirit  do 
mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body," 

8.  See  hence  when  we  may  look  for  a  work  of  reforma- 
tion to  be  revived  in  the  land.  It  is  matter  of  fad  exercife 
to  many  of  the  Lord's  people  at  this  day,  to  think  how  far  we 
are  carried  down  the  (tream  ^nd  tide  of  error,  profanity,  and 
defe^ion ;  and  they  are  ready  to  fay,  "  By  whom  fhall  Ja- 
cob arife  ?  for  he  is  fmall :"  when  will  a  work  of  reformation 
be  revived  from  under  the  rubbifli  ?  Why,  here  is  an  anfwer 
to  this  melancholy  queftion :  Thefe  things  will  be  .done,  when 
the  Spirit  (ball  be  poured  out  from  on  high ;  when  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  (hall  lift  up  a  ftandard,  then  (hall  the  enemy  be 
driven  backy  though  he  hath  come  in  like  a  flood.  And  it 
may  be  matter  of  comfort  to  the  mourners  of  our  Zion,  who 
art  fighing  and  crying  for  all  the  abominations  that  are  done 
in  the  midft  of  us,  that  (his  promife  in  my  text  is  pofitive  and 
abfolute,  **  When  the  enemy  comes  in  like  a  flood,  the  Spirit 
of  th^  Lord  (ball  lift  up  a  ftandard  againft  him."  And  there- 
fore, if  we  would  get  the  better  either  of  the  evils  of  our  own 
heart,  or  of  the  evils  of  our  day  or  generation,  let  us  take  the 
promife  and  believe  it,  and  plead  it  *,  for  '^  God  is  not  a  man, 
that  he  fliould  lie,  neither  the  fon  of  man,  that  he  (hould  re- 
pent." Let  us  put  him  to  his  word,  and  give  him  no  reft  till 
he  do  as  he  hath  faid.    This  is  the  courfe  he  directs  us  to  take 

when 
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when  wc  would  have  the  Spirit,  or  any  prdmifed  good  of  th« 
covenant  conferred  upon  us,  Ezck.  xxxvi.  37.  "  For  thefc 
things  I  >vill  be  inquired  of  by  the  houfc  of  Ifraely  that  I  may 
4o  it  for  thcm.^  ' 


ORWELL  SACRAMENT^ 

LAST  SABBATH   OF  JULY,   1730. 

IsA.  Hx.  19:— fA/  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fhmll  liji  up  a  Jiandard 
againft  him* 

I  Proceed  now  to  a  J^cond  ufe  of  this  doflrine,  which  (haB 
be  by  way  of  Trial.  There  is  not  a  foul  hearing  me,  bu| 
is  either  under  the  ftandard  of  Heaven  or  of  hell ;  for  between 
thefe  two  ftandards  the  whole  world  is  divided ;  there  is  no 
middle  ftate,  no  neutral.  In  this  combat,  either  you  are  wao 
ging  war  with  Heaven,  under  the  ftandard  of  the  prince  of 
the  power  of  the  air ;  or  elfe  you  have  dcfcrted  the  devil's  eo^ 
]ours,  under  which  you  were  born,  and  turned  in  under  the 
ftandard  of  Heaven,  lift  up  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  I  fup* 
pofe  there  are  few  hearing  me,  but  profefs  to  be  under  th« 
ftandard  of  Heaven  ;  your  name,  as  Ghriftians,  fays  fo  much  ; 
your  attendance  upon  the  ordinances  of  divine  appointment, 
is  a  profeffed  lifting  yourfelves  under  the  banner  of  Chrift* 
And  if  not^  what  is  your  bufinefs  here,  where  Chr i ft 's  volun- 
teers attend  his  colours  ?  And  in  a  fpecial  manner,  you  who 
have  been  at  a  communion-table,  and  have  gotten  the  facra* 
ment,  you  have  come  under  the  military  oath ;  you  have 
fworn  to  cleave  to  the  ftandard  of  Chrift,  in  oppofition  to  all 
his  and  your  enemies,  by  laying  your  hands  on  the  body  and 
blood  of  the  Son  of  God.  But,  Sirs,  allow  me  to  tell  you, 
there  are  many  who  go  out  profeilcdly  under  Chrift's  co- 
lours,  who  yet  are  heart-friends  to  his  enemies,  and  who  ne« 
ver  yet  broke  their  covenant  with  hell,  and  their  agreement 
with  death ;  and  therefore,  this  matter  wants  to  be  a  little 
further  tried,  whether  you  be  really  under  Chrift's  ftandard, 
or  under  the  ftandard  of  the  enemy.  ,  I  told  you,  in  the  ex- 
plication of  thir  words,  that  the  ftandard  lift  up  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord,  whereby  the  enemy  is  beat  back,  is  jufl; 
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Chrift  himfelf,  and  the  difplays  of  his  glory  in  the  light  of  his 
word  and  Spirit ;  and  therefore  the  grand  queftion  comes  to 
this,  Whether  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  has  ever  manlfefted 
Chrift  to  yoU|  and,  by  the  difcoveries  of  his  glory,  has  killed 
the  power  of  Gn  in  tout  foul,  and  fo  driven  back  the  enemy. 
that  was  coming  in  like  a  flood  i 
For  clearing  of  this  matter,  take  the  following  marks. 

1.  If  ever  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lifted  up  the  flandard  ef- 
federally  over  you^  he  has  laid  fiege  to  thy  Iieart,  and  the 
firong  holds  ot  iniquity  have  been  battered  and  ihaken  by 
the  thundering  ordinance  of  the  law.  Ordinarily  before  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  lift  up  the  ftandard  of  peace,  he  dif* 
plays  the  ftandard  of  war  in  and  againft  the  foul,  whereby  it 
is  routiod  and  awakened  out  of  the  lethargy  of  carnal  peace 

-^nd  fecurity ;  the  lying  refuges,  in  which  the  man  was  tra(U 
ing,  are  fliaken  and  overturned.  By  nature  the  ftrong  man  of 
£n  keeps,  the'houfe ;  for  Satan,  the  god  of  this  world,  ^*  while 
lie  keeps  the  bouie,  the  goods  are  at  eafe,"  and  the  man  is 
c:arried  away  with  the  flood  in  a  pleafant  dream,  ^*  crying^ 
I^eace,  peace,  while  fudden  deftru£tion  is  at  the  door.''  But» 
I  (ay,  ordinarily  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  comes  as  a  Spirit  of 
l)ondage  unto  fear;  taking  fome  of  the  thunderbolts  from 
nount  Sinai,  he  darts  them  in  upon  the  heart,  whereby  the 
Cinner's  caraal  peace  is  broken  and  diilurbed,  the  high  imagt- 
xiations  of  a  righteoufnef^  by  the  law,  and  of  peace  with  God 
xipon  that  footingi  are  caft  to  the  ground.  This  we  fee 
exemplified  in  the  apoftle  Paul,  he  ^^  was  alive  without  the 
law  I  but  when  the  commandment  came,^'  when  the  law  was 
C:t  home  in  its  fpirituality,  **  fin  revived,  (fays  he),  and  E 
^ed  /^  q.  d»  All  my  vain  confidences  of  righteottfnefs  by  the 
law  fell  down ;  I  found  myfdlf  (tripped  of  my  fig-leaf  cover- 
ings. Try  by  this.  Has  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ihut  you  up 
Xo  the  faith ;  itraitened  you  fo  with  law-terrors,  that  you  faw 
Yio  relief  in  heaven  or  in  earth,  but  by  fleeing  into  Chriit,  who 
is  the  laft  refuge  that  ever  a  guilty  finner  will  run  to  ? 

2.  If  ever  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  efieftually  lifted  up  the 
flandard^  fo  as  to  dri^  back  the  enemy,  the  everlafting  doors 

,  liave  opened  at  his  fummons,  and  there  has  been  a  furjrender 
of  the  heart  and  foul  to  the  Lord.  Have  you  bet:n  made  to 
lie  down  at  the  foot  of  adorable  fovereignty,  like  a  poor  fup- 
plicant.  Claying  with  Paul,  ^'  Lord,  what  wilt  thou  have  me 
to  do  ?"  or  with  the  jailor,  "  What  (ball  I  do  to  be  faved  ?'* 
Lord,  will  the  foul  fay,  1  put  a  blank  in  thy  hand,  I  am  con'- 
tent  to  fall  in  with  any  method  of  falvation  chat  thou  wile 
prefcribe.  I  have  hitherto  been  building  calUes  in  the  air, 
eapciling  falvation  in  a  way  of  my  own  devifing ;  but  I  find 

the 
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the  bed  too  (hort  for  me  tp  ftretch  myfelf  uponi  the  eoveridg 
too  narrow  to  wrap  my  naked  foul  in.  I  fee  myfelf  upon  the 
point  of  evcrlafting  ruin,  and  of  falling  ah  eternal  facrifice  to' 
avenging  juftice.  O  (hew  me  a  city  of  refuge.  O  lead  met 
to  the  place  where  thou  caufeft  thy  ilock  to  reft.  O  how  (hall 
I  have  peace  with  God  ?  for  I  fee  it  id  hard  ifor  me.  to  kict 
againft  the  pricks.  'There  is  no  profpering,  by  hardening 
myfelf  againfl:  him  ;  and  therefore  1  yield  to  hid  fUmniions; 
and  furrender  myfelf  wholly  unto  him,  to  be  faVed  in  the  way 
that  he  thinks  fit. 

3.  If  the  Spirit  df  the  Lord  has  lifted  up  the  ftandard  cf«^ 
fedtually  in  thy  heart,  thy  foul  has  beeii  filled  with  a  filent 
wondering  at  the  firft  fight  of  the  ftandard,  I  mean,  at  the. 
firft  view  of  the  glory  and  excellency  of  Chrift ;  fo  that  yott 
could  not  but  own  ivith  the  fpoufe,  that  he  f/  indeed  **  white 
and  ruddy,  the  chiefeft  among  ten  thoufand ;"  oxi  ad  in  the 
margin,  "  the  ftandard-bcater  among  ten  ttidUfand,'^  Cant; 
V.  10.  The  name  df  Chrift^  If.  ix.  6.  v^ould  readily  ring 
like  fweet  melody  in  thy  heart  and  foul,  **  Unto  us  a  child  ifl( 
born,  unto  us  a  fdn  is  given,  and  his  name  (hall  be  called 
Wonderful."  Ufiially  at  the  firft  appearance  of  Ghrift  to  the 
foul,  after  it  has  been  wading  through  the  clouds  and  dark- 
nefs  of  mount  Sinai,  there  is  fomething  of  an  ecftafy  of  ad« 
iftiration  feizes  the  poor  creature.  He  Wdndcrs  at  ^he  pcr- 
fon  of  Chrift,  when  he  feds  him  to  be  Enlmanuel,  Gdd-man  r 
«'  Without  controverfy,  great  is  the  myftfcfy  of  godlinefs,' 
God  manifefted  in  the  flelh."  He  wondets  at  his  love  and 
lovelinefs ;  he  wonders  at  the  beauty  of  holinefs  that  (hines  ini 
him-,  he  wonders  at  the  everlafting  righteoUfriefs  he  hast 
brought  in  •,  he  wonders  at  the  viftories  that  he  has  won,  ancf 
at  the  rednefs  of  his  apparel^  If.  Ixiii.  1.2.  In  a  word^  the  foul 
wonders  at  the  bfight  conftellation  of  divine  and  human  ex- 
cellencies that  centre  and  meet  in  him.  If  it  be  thiis  with 
thee,  poor  foul,  it  is  an  evidence  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Ldrd 
has  lift  up  the  ftandard  in  thy  heart. 

4.  If  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  has  lift  up  the  ftandard  iii 
and  over  thee,  the  iron  finew  of  thy  will  has  been  bend- 
ed in  the  day  of  the  Mediator's  power :  Pfal.  ex.  3.  "  Thy 
people  fhall  be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  armies."  The  lan- 
guage of  our  hearts  by  nature  is,  "  We  will  not  have  this 
man  to  reign  over  us.  As  for  the  word  of  the  Lord  that 
thou  haft  fpoken,  we  will  not  do  it."  But  O,  whenever  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  lifts  up  the  ftandard,  there  is  fuch  a  fwect 
irreliftible  power  comes  along  with  the  difcovery,  that  the 
heart,  which  was  like  an  adamant,  is  melted  like  wax  in 
the  midft  of  the  bowels  ;  it  becomes  pliable  unto  the  promif- 
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fory,  preceptive,  and  providential  \{\\\  of  God.     As  for  his 

promiflbry  will,  when  the  iSpirit  of  the  Lord  lifts  up  the  ilan- 

dard,  the  foul  fweetly  yields  to  that ;  wh^^n  God  f  lys,  *•  1  will 

be  their  God,  I  will  be  to  them  a  Father,    1  will  take  awa/ 

the  heart  of  (lone,  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  them,"  txc. 

the  foul  fweetly  falls  in   with  every  daufe  of  the  covenant, 

faying  amen  to  every  part  of  ir.     As  for  his  preceptive  will, 

when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lifts  up  the  llandard,  the  foul  falls 

ill    with  that  alfo,   according  to  the  promife,    Eaek.  xxxvi. 

27.  "  I  willxaufe  them  to  -walk  in  my  (latutes,  to  keep  my 

judgements,  and  do  them."     Although  the  man  formerly  did 

<:aft  away  God's  bonds,  fayinjy  with  proud  Pharaoh,  "  Who 

is  the  Lord,  that  I  Oiould  obey  him  ?''  yet  now  he  is  content 

to  have  the  yoke  of  Chrill's  law  wreathed  about  his  neck,  and 

■^rictcn  upon  the  tables  of  his  heart.     He  has  frequently  that 

prayer    of   David's  in  his  mouth,  "  O  that  my  ways  were 

<iire£led  to  keep  thy  ftatutes  I  Let  my  heart  be  found  in  thy 

Itatutee,  that  I  be  not  alh^mcd.*'    As  for  hij  providential  wi{i, 

the  heart  yields  to  that  alfo,  faying,  **  Here  am  I,  let  him  do 

to  me  as  feemtth  him  gppd.     'I'hc  Lord  givcth,  and  the  Lcra 

taketh  away  5  blefled  be  the  name  of  the  Lord.     Under  fa- 

"vourable  providences  he  is  ready  to  bid's  the  Lord,  faying, 

•*  What  am  1  or  my  father's  houfe,  that  1  am  brought  hither- 

*o  ?"  Under  frowning  difpenfations  he   is  ready  to  fay,  "  1 

>vill  bear  the  indignation  of  the  Lord,  becaufe  I  have  iinned 

againfl  him.  I  was  dumb  with  fileace,  I  opened  not  my  mcuth|^ 

"becaufe  thou,  Lord,  didft  it." 

5.  If  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  has  lifted  up  the  ftandard  in 
snd  over  ihec  effe£lually,  thou  haft  been  determined  to  lift 
up  the  ftandard  of  war  againll  all  ChrilVs  enemies  :  and  the 
^war  between  thee  and  them  will  be,  like  tTiat  between  Ama- 
3ek    and  Ifrael,  irreconcileablc  •,  the  war  will  be  turned  to  4 
Yooted  hatred  of  fm,  and  all  the  works  thereof;  fcjj  there  can 
l>e  no  agreement  between  God  and  Belial,  between  the  works 
of  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  and  the  works  of  the  prince  of  the 
power  of  the    air:    Ffal.  cxxxix.   21.  22.  **  Pp  not  I  hate 
them,  O  Lord,  that  hate  thte  r  And  am  not  1  grieved  w  ith 
thofc  that  rife  up  again  ft  thee  ?  1  hate  them  with  pcrfcft  ha- 
tred."    And  whenever  Satan  or  the  world  would  tempt  th^e 
to  prove  falfe  to  thy  ftandard,  or  to  yield  to  their  fgliciiaiions, 
thou  wilt  be  ready  to  ftart  back,  and  fay  with  Jofeph,  "  How 
ihall  I  do  this  great  wickednefs,  and  fin  againft  God?  De- 
part from  me,  all  ye  evil  doers 5  for  1  will  keep  the  command- 
ments of  my  God. 

6.  For  trial,  I  aik  this  queftion.  Whether  haft  thou  on  tlie 
livery  of  the  foldier  who  fights  under  the'ftandard  which  the 
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Spirit  of  God  lifts  up?  I  remember  it  is  faid  of  Chrift,  the 
ftandard-bearer  among  ten  thoufand,  that  he  is  wb'tte  and  rui^ 
dy.  The  fame  may  be  faid  in  fomc  refpeft  concerning  all  that 
war  under  his  colours ;  they  are  ruddy^  in  refpecl  of  juftifi- 
cation ;  ivhiie^  in  refpcft  of  fanftification-  ( i.)  1  fay»  they  arc 
ruddy^  in  refpeft  of  juftification,  becaufe  Chrift's  vefture 
which  was  dipt  in  blood  is  upon  them,  "  They  have  waihed 
their  garments  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,"  This  was  the  belt 
robe  that  was  put  upon  the  prodigal,  whenever  he  entered 
his  father's  threfliold.  So  then  I  afk.  Have  you  put  on  the 
red  livery  of  imputed  righteoufncfs  ?  has  the  blood  of  Chrift 
cleanfcd  you  from  all  (in  ?  The  foldiers  of  Chrift  fubmit  to  the 
lighteoufncfs  of  Chrift.  Yea,  this  is  one  of  the  mottoes  of 
the  ftandard  which  you  have,  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  "  This  is  his  name 
whereby  he  fhall  be  called.  The  Lord  our  righteoufncfs  j'^ 
^nd  all  the  foldiers  they  get  their  name  from  this  motto 
and  livery.  And  whenever  you  fall  under  challenges  for 
fin,  from  the  law,  confciencc,  juftice,  or  the  world,  yoi^ 
will  find  no  eafe  or  relief  on  this  fide  the  blood  and  righteouf- 
ncfs of  Chrift ;  no  healing  till  the  Sun  of  righteoufncfs  arifc  with 
it  under  his  wings.  (2.)  Chrift's  foldiers,  as  they  are  ruddy  in  rc^ 
fpe£i  of  juftification,  fo  they  are  ivhite  in  refpcdl  of  fanftifi- 
cation.  1  remember  we  are  told,  Rev.  xix.  14. "  that  the  armies 
which  are  in  heaven  follow  the  Lamb,  riding  upon  white  hor- 
fes,  clothed  in  fine  linen,  white  and  clean."  And  in  the  day 
of  his  armies,  his  volunteers  are  faid  to  "  fliine  with  the  beau- 
ty of  holinefs,"  Pfal.  ex.  3,  Holinefs  to  the  Lord  is  the 
motto  of  the  ftandard,  and  holinefs  to  the  Lord  is  the  beauti- 
ful livery  wherewith  they  are  all  adorned.  This  is  pot  to  be 
underftood,  as  if  they  were  perfe£l  in  holinefs  in  this  life;  no 
the  faints  are  only  **  fair  like  the  moon,"  which  hath  a  great 
jnany  fpots :  but  then,  holinefs  in  its  perfeftion  is  that  which 
every  faint  is  breathing  after,  faying  with  Paul,  "  I  forget 
thofe  things  which  are  behind,  and  reach  forth  unto  thofe 
things  which  are  before,"  &c. ;  and  it  is  a  grief  of  heart  to  them 
that  they  cannot  be  more  holy.  This  makes  them  groan  under 
the  remains  of  fin,  faying  with  Paul,  *'  Wretched  man  that  I 
am,"  &p. 

7.  If  you  be  really  under  the  ftandard  lifted  up  by  the  Spi- 
rit of  the  Lord,  you  may  know  it  by  this,  whenever  you  are  at 
any  time  worfted  by  fin,  you  will  not  be  a  volunteer,  but  a 
captive  to  it.  When  fin  overcomes  the  believer,  he  reckon^ 
himfclf  in  captivity  and  bondage  as  Paul  did,  "  I  find  a  law 
in  my  members,  warring  againft  the  law  of  my  mind,  and 
bringing  me  into  captivity  to  the  law  of  fin,  which  is  in  my 
members."     You  know,  a  loyal  fubjeft  and  faithful  foldicr 

may. 
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may  be  taken  captive  by  a  foreign  enemy :  but  then  there  is  a 
great  odds  between  the  man,  though  in  the  enemy's  handp 
and  another  that  deferts  his  king  and  hi^  colours,  and  ^oes  over 
to  the  enemy's  iide.  Now,  the  cafe  with  the  bm^i  is,  that 
though  he  fm,  yet  he  does  not  go  over  to  the  enemy's  fide : 
no,  (in  befets  him,  betrays  him,  furprifeth  him ;  and  while  he 
is  taken  captive  by  it,  he  wearies  of  its  drudgery,  and  never 
reckons  himfeif  at  liberty,  till  he  be  brought  back  again  to  hid 
Captain,  his  colours,  and  company.  When  he  is  in  company 
with  fin  and  finners,  he  is  ready  to  fay,  "  Wo  is  me,  that  I 
fojoum  in  Mefech,  that  I  dwell  in  the  tenti  of  Kedar."  I  will 
never  be  at  liberty,  till  the  fetters  of  ignorance,  unbelief,  vani* 
ty,  and  carnality,  be  quite  (haken  off.  O  to  be  wholly  rid  of  this 
evil  heart  of  unbelief,  which  turns  me  away  from  the  living 
God  !  O  that  the  very  remains  of  fin  were  ruined  in  me,  and 
to  be  without  the  reach  of  fin,  and  all  temptations  and  occa- 
Cons  of  it !  So  much  for  trial. 

A  third  ufe  may  be  by  way  of  Lamentation  that  the  ftandard* 
bearer,  and  his  ftandard,  is  fo  little  feen  among  us  at  this  day  \ 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  departed  in  a  great  meafure.  ^uifik. 
How  doth  it  appear,  fay  you,  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  de- 
parted ?  I  anfwer,  it  is  evident  from  this,  that  the  enemy  is  co- 
ming like  a  flood.  And  here  I  will  tell  you  of  feveral  floods^ 
that  are  running  with  a  very  impetuous  current,  whereby  mul- 
titudes are  carried  away  at  this  very  day. 

I.  A  flood  of  Atheifm  and  blafphemy,  many  faying  in  their 
hearts,  "  There  is  no  God ;"  yea,  Atheifm  and  blafphemy  ex- 
prefled  and  uttered,  both  by  tongue  and  pen  againft  our  glori- 
ous Emmanuel.  I  have  feen  books  pnbltfhed  of  late,  the  fcope 
of  which  is  to  ridicule  all  the  miracles  he  wrought  upon  earthy 
and  to  make  him  one  of  the  moft  atrant  impoftors  that  ever 
appeared  upon  earth  ;  and  thefe  books  are  bought  and  fpread 
through  many  corners  of  the  land,  efpecially  by  people  of 
fafhioh  \  things  are  vented,  that  would  make  any  Chrillian  ears 
to  tingle,  and  their  hearts  to  tremble. 

2*  A  flood  of  erroneous  do£trine  is  come  in  upon  us.  At 
every  aflembly  almoft,  we  have  reprefentations  of  the  growth 
of  Poper^i  in  the. north  of  Scotland.  The  Arian  error,  deny- 
ing the  Supreme  Deity  of  the  eternal  Son  of  God,  is  vented  in 
our  church,  whereby  the  foundation  and  corner-ftone  that 
God  has  laid  in  Zion  is  (Iruck  at ;  and  if  this  foundation  could 
be  deftroyed,  what  (bould  the  righteous  do  ?  A  flood  of  Ar« 
minian  errors  runs  in  our  day,  exalting  the  freedom  of  man's 
virill  to  the  prejudice  of  the  freedom  and  fovereignty  of  the 
grace  of  God,  and  exalting  reafon  above  revelation.  A  flood 
of  anti-evangelical  errors,  whereby  attempts  are  n^ade  to  worm 
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out  the  gofpel,  and  the  power  of  godlinefs.  Some  have  crqit 
into  the  church,  who,  indead  of  preaching  tlic  gofpei)  enter- 
tain poor^^le  with  empty  harangues  of  morality,  or  fome« 
thing  wo^^ven  in  the  hearing  of  our  national  aifembly ; 
and  yet  fuch  things  pafs  without  cenfure.  Docs  not  this  fay 
that  the  enemy  is  coming  in  like  a  flood j  and  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  departed  ? 

3.  There  is  a  flood  of  fuperftition,  and  fuperftitious  wor- 
Ihip,  running  in  our  land  at  this  day,  and  multitudes  of  the 
highet"  rank  carried  away  with  the  flood.  A  flood  of  church- 
tyranny  is  broken  out.  God  has  indeed  delivered  us  from 
open  Popifh  and  Prelatic  tyranny  and  perfccution,  under 
v^hich  we  groaned  for  many  years:  but  another  fort  of  tyran* 
ny  is  broken  in  among  us,  under  a  mafk,  whereby  the  pooi 
|>£t>p1e  of  God  are  opprefl^ed  in  their  Chriftian  rights  and  pri- 
vileges •,  particularly  in  the  choice  and  eledtion  of  their  own 
paftors.  How  are  the  (heep  and  flock  of  Chrift  bleating  and 
mourning  through  feveral  corners  of  the  land,  who  find  them- 
felves  peeled  and  fpoiled  by  patrons,  and  others  joining  hands 
M^ith  them  ?  There  is  a  flood  of  profanity  broken  out  in  our 
day ;  fome  arrived  at  that  pitch;  of  wickednefs,  as  to  turn  eve- 
ry thing  ferious  and  facred  to  matter  of  laughter  and  ridicule. 
O  what  a  flood  of  curfing*  and  fwearing,  lying,  murdering, 
^rlieating,  Stealing,  backbiting,  malice,  envy,  covetoufnefs; 
Sabbath- breaking,  does  prevail  among  us  !  What  a  flood  of 
neutrality  prevails  about  the  things  of  God  !  how  many  Gal- 
Jios,  who  arc  eafy  whether  the  intercft  of  Chrift  fink  or  fwim, 
if  it  go  well  with  their  own  worldly  and  civil  concerns  !  What 
a  flood  of  prevailing  unbelief;  not  only  infidelity,  rampant 
among  that  fort  of  men  that  1  was  fpeaking  of,  but  a' flood 
of  unbelief  among  the  profeflbrs  of  the  name  of  Chrift  !  May 
not  that  old  complaint  be  renewed  at  this  day,  "  Who  haili 
believed  our  report  ?"  How  many  are  they,  who  make  God  a 
liar,  by  rcfufing  to  fet  to  their  feal  to  the  record  God  has  gi- 
ven of  his  Son  ?  What  a  flood  of  hypocrify  I  men  carrying  the 
mall:  or  appearance  of  religion,  who  arc  ftrangers  to  the  life 
and  power  of  it ;  ^^  have  a  name  to  five,  yet  dead  in  trefpafies 
and  fins  !"  Wh^t  a  flood  of  apoftafy  and  backflidi{}g ;  fome 
who,  through  the  knowledge  of  Chrilt,  feemed  to  "  efc&pe 
the  pollutions  of  the  world,  returning  with  the  dog  to  their 
vomif^  and  with  thefow  that  was  waihed,  to  wallow  in  the 
ire  !*'  Thus  you  fee,  there  are  many  dangerous  floods  a- run- 
ning in  OUT  day.  Does  not  all  this  fay,  that  our  bleflfed  Stan- 
•dard-bearer,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  is  in  a  great  mcafure  de- 
parted ?    . 
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As  a  further  evidence  of  his  depatcurci  I  will  tell  you  in  a 
few  words,  how  far  the  enemy  is  come  in. 

I.  He  is  come  within  our  borders ;  many,  if  not  all  of  thefe 
floods,  are  already  within  our  borders.  Indeed  the  Hood  of 
Arian  herefy  (laid  for  a  while  in  England  and  Ireland  ^  but 
now  it  is  within  the  borders  of  Scotland,  and  of  the  church  of 
God  therein  :  it  was  never  heard  of,  fmcc  the  reformation,  to'' 
be  within  our  borders,  till  now  ;  and  ufually,  when  an  enemy 
is  at  or  within  the  borders  of  a  land,  the  inhabitants  t:.ke  the 
alarm. 

2.  But,  Sirs,  I  will  tell  you  more,  that  the  enemy  is  not 
only  come  into  our  borders,  but  he  has  entered  the  palaces, 
and,  fome  fay,  the  pulpits  of  our  Zion.  :How  much  of  fin, 
Satan,  and  of  the  world,  do  we  that  are  miniltets  bring  alon^ 
with  us,  even  when  we  come  forth  to  people  in  the  name  of 
God  !  Yea,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  xhat  word  is  too  much  ve- 
rified in  our  day,  cited  already,  Jude  4.  I  have  heard  it  af- 
firmed, and  that  very  openly,  that  Arian  dodtrine  was  taught 
and  vented  from  fome  pulpits  of  the  kingdom. 

3.  I  will  adventure  to  fay  more,  that  the  enemy  is  come  in 
the  length  of  our  judicatories,  thefe  thrones  of  judgement. 
Has  not  the  Arian  herefy  been  before  the  bar  of  our  national 
aflcmbly,  and  a  procefs  upon  that  head  been  under  the  confi- 
deration  of  all  the  prcfbytcries  of  the  kingdom  ?  It  would  have 
been  thought  a  flrangc  thing  for  that  damnable  herefy  to  fet 
up  its  head  once  a-day  within  the  borders  of  our  Zion  5  far 
more  to  have  fuch  a  thing  before  the  fupreme  judicatory  of 
this  national  church,  without  the  heavy  fentence  of  depoiitioii 
or  excommunication  pronounced  againft  the  guilty  perfor. ; 
and  yet  all  the  cenfure  in  this  c^fe  is  pnly  a  fufpenfion,  and  a 
door  left  for  an  after  aflembly  to  take  it  off.  Does  not  this 
fay,  that  the  enemy  is  come  in  like  a  flood  ? 

4.  The  enemy  is  come  into  the  dwellings  of  our  Zion. 
How  many  families  are  there,  where  there  is  not  the  leaft  (ha- 
dow  of  the  worfhip  of  God  ?  Does  not  that  fay,  that  the  de- 
vil has  his  feat  there;  the  god  of  this  world  reigns  in  thefe 
families,  where  he  prevails  fo  fur,  as  to  juftlc  God  out  of  that 
worfhip  that  is  due  unto  him  ? 

5«  Has  not  the  enemy  come  into  the  clofets ;  yea,  to  the 
iecret  chambers  of  the  heart,  which  God  challenges  as  his 
due  ?  As  for  the.wicked,  there  is  no  doubt  but  the  devil  is 
within  their  heart ;  .the  god  of  this  world  rules  in  the  hearts 
of  the  children  of  difobedience  •,  fin,  which  is  the  firftiborn 
of  the  devil,  haa  an  abfolute  command  over  them;  every 
thought  and  imagination  of  their  heart  is  evil.  As  for  the 
.worlds  Solonaon  tcUs  us,  that  it  is  fet  in  the  heart  of  the  wick- 
ed 
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<d  and  ungodly.  Yea,  where  thcfe  enemies  have  loft  thcif 
power  and  dominion,  I  mean,  in  the  hearts  of  the  godly,  yet 
are  they  making  (Irange  inroads,  to  the  diflionour  of  God,  to 
the  difcredit  of  religion,  and  the  breaking  of  the  peace  and 
quiet  of  the  gracious  foul. 

Thus  then  you  fee,  there  is  fad  ground  of  lamentation,  that 
the  enemy  is  come  like  a  fiood :  and  what  is  the  reafon  of  all 
this  ?  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  which  (hould  lift  up  his  ftandard, 
is  departed. 

^ejl.  Why  does  not  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lift  up  a  ftan- 
dard  againft  the  enemy  ?  I  anfwer,  Becaufe  his  ftandard  when 
lifted  up  is  not  followed.  We  do  not  follow  the  ftandard  of 
the  word,  in  the  adminiftration  of  the  affairs  of  Chrift's  king- 
dom,  but  the  ftandard  of  carnal  policy,  ftudying  to  pleafe  this 
and  the  other  gentleman  that  is  patron  of  a  parifh :  we  are 
broken  in  judgement,  becaufe  we  willingly  walk  after  the  com* 
mandments  of  men.  And  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  leaves  us, 
and  does  not  lift  up  his  ftandard,  becaufe  we  do  not  obferre 
his  motions  and  operations  upon  our  fouls ;  we  do  not  che- 
riih  his  influences ;  we  walk  in  darknefs,  and  fee  no  light,  be- 
caufe we  do  not  follow  the  light  when  we  have  it.  And  is  it 
any  wonder  then  though  he  depart  from  us  ? 


ON  MONDAY. 


IsA.  Hr.  l^.^^The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Jball  lift  up  a  Standard 
againft  him, 

I  GO  on  now  to  a  fourth  ufe  of  this  doftrine,  and  that  is 
by  way  of  Cgnfelation  to  believers )  particularly  boneft- 
hearted  communicants,  who  have  both  the  public  caufe  of 
Chrift,  and  the  private  cafe  of  their  own  fouls  at  heart.  Per- 
haps, when  they  take  a  view  of  the  enemy  coming  in  like  a 
flood  upon  the  church,  and  the  more  private  afTauIts  made 
upon  their  own  fouls,  they  are  ready  to  fay  with  Jehoftia- 
phat,  "  We  know  not  what  to  do  againft  this  great  company 
that  Cometh  up  againft  us."  If  this  be  thy  cafe,  I  have  good 
new§  from  the  Lord  to  tell  thee,  namely,  that  when  the  ene- 
my comes  in  like  a  flood.  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fball  lift  up  a 
ftofidard  againft  him* 

More 
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More  particularly,  Art  thou  perplexed  and  troubled  in  fpi- 
Titi  becaufe  of  the  floods  that  are  broken  in  upon  the  church 
of  God,  threatening  ruin  to  the  doArine,  difcipliney  worfliipy 
and  government  thereof?  When  you  look  to  the  pafs  that  re- 
ligion is  brought  unto,  and  take  a  view  of  the  enemy  that  is 
come  into  the  borders,  and  palaces,  and  aflemblies  of  our  Zi- 
on,  you  arc  ready  to  cry  out,  "  By  whom  (hall  Jacob  arifc  ? 
for  he  is  fmall."  Here  is  encouragement,  Jacob  (hall  arife  by 
the  mighty  God  of  Jacob.  I  own,  indeed,  that  I  caiuict  give 
you  any  infallible  ground  of  faith  from  the  fcriptures  of  truth, 
that  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  (hall  lift  up  the  ftandard  for  our 
church,  more  than  for  any  particular  church  upon  the  face  of 
the  earth*  We  are  indeed  affured,  that  God  will  have  a  church 
on  earth,  and  that  "  the  gates  of  hell  (hall  never  prevail,"  fo 
far  as  to  raze  and  ruin  her  totally ;  but  I  know  of  no  abfolute 
promife  in  the  word  of  God,  that  he  will  prcfervc  a  church  to 
himfejf  in  any  particular  nation,  or  among  any  focicty  of  men 
whatfoever.  We  fee  the  church  of  the  Jews  unchurched,  the 
tabernacle  of  David  is  taken  down,  the  natural  feed  and  pofte-* 
rity  of  Abraham  are  cut  ofF,  and  caft  out  for  many  hundreds 
of  years.  The  once  famous  churches  of  the  LcfTcr  Alia  are 
turned  Mahometan  mofqucs.  The  church  of  Rome,  whofe 
faith  was  fpokcn  of  throughout  the  whole  world,  is  now  turn- 
ed to. the  feat  of  Antichrift.  So  that,  I  fay,  no  particular 
church  has  any  abfolute  or  infallible  fecurity,  that  the  enemy 
(hall  not  come  in  like  a  flood,  and  fweep  away  the  very  face 
of  religion  from  among  them.  But  yet,  there  are  feme  things 
from  which  we  may  adventure  to  gather  hope,  tl"iat  the  Spine 
of  the  Lord  will  lift  up  a  (landard,  and  drive  back  tht;  enemy 
that  is  coming  fo  far  in  upon  the  church  of  Scotland. 

1.  Is  it  not  ground  of  hope,  that  there  is  a  goodly  number 
of  mourners  in  our  Zion,  who  aie  fighing  and  crying  for  all 
the  abominations  that  are  found  in  the  mid(t  of  us  ?  There 
arc  fome  who  yet  take  pleafure  in  our  Zion,  and  have  a  kind- 
nefs  for  her  flones  and  rubbifh,  and  who  are  lifting  up  a  pray- 
er for  the  remnant  that  is  left.  God  has  a  great  regard  ro 
this  remnant,  to  their  prayers  and  tears;  and  he  fiys,  "  For 
the  fighing  of  the  poor,  for  the  crying  of  the  needy,  now  will 
I  arife,  faith  the  Lord," 

2.  God  is  here  and  there  raifing  up  and  fending  forth  fome 
young  men  to  the  miniflry,  who  are  endowed  with  his  Spirit, 
and  whom  he  has  poliQied  as  (liafts  for  his  work  and  fcrvice, 
in  building  up  his  own,  and  battering  down  Satan's  kingtioir;. 
God  ufes  not  to  poliih  initrumen^s  for  work  and  fervicc,  and 
then  to  lay  them  by  as  ufelcfs ;  he  fendeth  not  forth  labour- 
ers^ where  he  has  no  harveft  to  reap. 

3.  There 
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3.  There  is  a  fpring  of  young  converts  here  and  there 
through  the  land,  in  whom  fomc  good  thing  toward  the  Lord 
God  of  Ifrael  is  to  be  found  •,  yea,  a  fpring  arifen  even  in  feme 
places,  where  religion  feems  to  be  moft  borne  down  and 
opprefled:  which  fays,  that  the  Lord  will  maintain  his 
ground ;  and  that  he  is  like  the  wife  hufbandman,  who  keeps 
a  proper  mcafure  of  feed  to  fow  his  licld,  a  little  leaven  to  lea- 
ven the  lump. 

4.  Many  of  the  dear  faints  of  God,  who  arc  now  triumph- 
ing about  the  'throne,  minifters  and  others,  have  gone  off  the 
ftage,  in  the  faith  and  perfuafion  of  it,  that  God  would  yet  ap- 
pear in  his  glory,  for  building  up  of  his  Zion  in  Scotland  ; 
and  that  there  (hould  yet  be  more  glorious  days  feen  in  our 
land,  than  ever  we  or  our  fathers  have  fcen.  Thcfe,  I  fay, 
are  fome  grounds  of  hope,  that  the  Lord  will  not  altogether 
leave  us  to  be  carried  down  the  flood,  but  that  he  will  yet  lift 
up  the  ftandard,  and  difplay  his  glory.  I  (hall  only  add,  that 
whatever  defections  there  may  be  among  us,  yet  there  is  not 
wanting  fome  to  give  their  honell  teftimony  againft  them,  and 
who  through  grace  are  refolved  to  cleave  to  the  ftandard  of 
the  law  and  teftimony,  which  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  has  lift- 
ed up  ;  and  we  defirc  to  believe,  that  he  will  not  forfake  thofo 
who  feek  him,  and  defire  to  cleave  to  him. 

But,  after  all  thefe  things,  there  is  no  fecurity  againft  fome 
fweeping  flood  or  other,  for  which  we  in  this  land  fecm  to 
be  ripening  apace.  But  tliongh  floods  of  error,  perfecution, 
and  public  calamities  ihould  brtak  loofe  ;  yet  it  is  ground  of 
comiort  to  tlie  Lord's  people,  that  even  by  thefe  floods  God  is 
ftill  advancing  ar.d  promotinj',  his  own  work;  the  wrath  and 
corruptions  of  men  ihall  praife  him,  and  the  remainder  of  his 
wrath  he  will  reltrain, 

^uejl.  What  good  work  of  God  can  be  advanced  and  pro-' 
motcfi,  by  letting  the  enemy  come  in  like  a  flood  upon  his 
church? 

1  anfwer,  i.  His  difcoverlng  work  is  advanced.  By  letting 
floods  run,  hereby  he  ffparjrch  between  the  precious  and  the 
vile,  between  the  chafl'  and  the  wheat.  A  flood,  as  1  was 
faying,  in  the  do6lrinai  p.irr.  is  of  a  fweeping  nature,  it  fweeps 
aw.iy  loofe  timber  and  Itoi^ts,  or  auy  other  thing  that  lies  in 
its  way,  not  well  faitened  in  the  earth.  Juft  fo  is  it  here,  with 
Tcfpccl  to  thefe  floods  ot  error,  defedionsj  or  tribulations  j 
loofe  ill-grounded  profelTors  are  commonly  canied  down  the 
ftream,  while  they  that  are  rootrrd  and  grounded  in  Chrift, 
and  built  upon  the  blcflLd  foundation  that  God  has  laid  in 
Zion,  their  houfe  Hands,  becaufe  it  is  built  upon  a  rock.  Now, 
God  will  have  the  cne'  ciftinguiflied  or  feparate  from  the 
2  ctherj 
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•ther,  Aat  they  who  are  approved  of  God,  may  be  made 
mtnifeft* 

2.  By  letting  the  floods  run  a  while,  the  lord's  purging 
work  is  advanced.  By  floods  of  trouble  and  ptrrfecution,  he 
''  wafhes  away  the  iilth  of  the  dauj^hters  of  Zion,  and  purgc.i 
tie  blood  of  Jerufalem  from  the  midfl:  thereof.  Hy  this  (hall 
the  iniquity  of  Jacob  be  purged,  and  this  is  all  the  fruit  to  tike 
away  his  fin."  Yea,  by  letting  the  floods  of  fuperftition,  er- 
tor,  and  corruption,  prevail  for  a  while  in  a  church,  he  can 
bring  about  a  reformation.  You  know,  in  the  natural  body, 
peccant  humours  they  will  wade  through  the  body  for  a  loricj 
while,  and  create  a  great  deal  of  diforder,  till  they  form  in 
fome  difeafe,  ulcer,  or  fuch  like  trouble  ;  and  when  they  corre 
Id  a  crife,  they  get  a  turn,  and  fo  contribute  to  after  health, 
Jaft  fo  it  is  with  the  church  of  God,  the  myftical  body  of 
Chrift,  errors  and  corruptions  they  will  wade  for  a  long  time 
through  the  church,  till  they  come  to  fome  head,  and  then  tlie 
(kilful  Phyfician  of  Gilead  applies  a  proper  remedy  for  pur- 
ging or  correfling  thefe  evils,  which  had  been  for  a  longtime 
latent. 

3.  God's  uniting  work  is  frequently  advanced,  by  fuffer- 
ing  the  enemy  ro  come  in  like  a  flood.  You  know,  that  me- 
tal, though  broken  into  many  pieces,  yet  when  cad  into  the 
furnace,  will  run  together  into  a  lump.  Commonly,  in  a 
time  of  peace  and  profpcrity,  divifions,  animofities,  and  heart- 
burnings do  prevail ;  but  when  the  floods  of  error,  trouble, 
anddefefkions  break  out,  they  that  love  the  Lord  and  his  caufe 
unite  together  againft  the  common  enemy.  I  have  heard  it 
to  be  the  practice  of  fome  travellers  in  the  northern  parts  of 
our  own  country,  when  they  come  to  deep  and  ftrong  waters 
in  their  way,  though  before  they  travelled  in  a  draggling  manr 
ner,  yet  when  they  come  to  the  dangerous  water,  they  join 
arm  to  arm,  and  in  this  pofture  their  united  flrength  (lands 
more  firm  againft  the  ftream,  than  if  every  one  were  apart ;  fo, 
when  the  floods  of  errors,  dcfeftions,  affliftions,  or  perfecu- 
tions,  are  fufFcred  to  run,  they  who  were  much  feparate  and 
divided  through  private  contentions,  will  join  hand  in  hand  to 
make  a  ftand  againft  the  common  enemy. 

4.  God's  elucidating  or  enlightening  work  is  advanced,  by 
letting  the  enemy  come  in  like  a  flood  ;  particularly,  by  the 
floods  of  error  that  break  in  upon  the  church,  truth  comes 
many  a  time  to  be  fet  in  a  clearer  light :  and  as  we  have 
heard,  fo  have  we  feen  this  in  the  city  of  the  living  God.  Not 
toinfift  upon  every  thing,  I  believe  the  doftrine  of  the  glori- 
ous Trinity,  aixl  of  the  fupreme,  independent,  and  felf-exift- 
cnt  Deity  of  the  Son  of  God,  was  never  fet  in  a  clearer  light 
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Cnce  the  reformation,  than  it  has  been  fincc  that  damnable  cm 
roT  of  Arianifm  was  broached  among  us.  And  never  does 
the  faith,  love,  patience,  zeal,  and  other  militant  g^races  of  the 
faints  of  God,  ihine  fo  bright,  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
credit  of  religion,  as  when  floods  of  trouble  and  perfecution 
;ire  running  in  the  church.  And  thus  that  promife  is  accom- 
plifhed,  of  **  bringing  forth  truth  unto  viftory ;"  and  that. 
If.  liv.  II.  "  Oh  thou  afflifted,  tofled  with  tempeft,  and  not 
Comforted,  behold,  I  will  lay  thy  ftones  with  fair  colours,  and 
lay  thy  foundations  with  fapphires.*' 

5.  God's  enlarging  work  is  many  times  promoted  by  the 
floods  of  trouble  that  break  in  upon  the  church.  The  fpread- 
ing  of  the  gofpel,  the  ingathering  of  the  reft  of  the  ele^,  i^ 
hereby  promoted,  as  you  fee  from  Afts  viii.  3.  4.  5.  The  go- 
fpel, like  the  camomile,  the  more  it  is  trode  upon,  the  more 
does  it  fpread ;  the  more  that  the  devil  and  his  agents  ftudy 
to  fupprefs  it,  and  bear  it  down,  the  more  does  it  prevail. 

6.  God's  fruftifying  work  is  advanced  by  thefe  floo'ds.  We 
are  told,  that  the  river  Nilus  at  certain  times  fwells  fo  high, 
as  to  overflow  the  land  of  Egypt;  but  by  its  overflowing,  the 
ground  is  rendered  e^cceeding  fertile :  fo  the  Lord  fuflPevs  the 
floods  to  break  iii  upon  his  church,  that  he  may  promote  her 
fertility  in  grace  and  holinefs.  It  has  been  the  obfervation  of 
fome,  that  religion  was  never  in  fuch  a  thriving  condition  in 
this  land,  as  when  Epifcopal  tyranny  and  arbitrary  power 
were  prevailing.  Thus  you  fee,  that  God  promotes  the  de- 
figns  of  his  love  and  glory,  even  by  letting  the  floods  run  for  a 
time,  before  he  lift  the  ftandard,  atid  drive  back  the  enemy. 
This  may  ferye  to  comfort  and  encourage  the  hearts  of  the 
Lord's  people  at  this  day,  againft  the  melancholy  afpcft  pf. 
things,  with  refpeft  to  the  public  caufe  and  intereft  of 
Chrift.     . 

But  now,  fome  exercifcd  foul  may  be  ready  to  fay,  Thefc 
things  you  have  been  fpeaking  of,  with  relation  to  the  church 
of  God,  the  pi^blic  intereft  of  Chrift,  do  not  fo  much  trouble 
me  ;  I  deGrc  to  believe  that  God  will  keep  his  hand  about  his 
own  work  in  the  land ;  but  that  which  afflifts  me,  is  indwell- 
ing fin.  The  enemy  is  not  only  come  into  our  borders,  our 
palaces,  our  judicatories,  our  dwellings ;  but,  a^las  1,  he  is  conic 
further  ben,  he  is  come  in  like  a  flood  upon  my  heart  and 
foul,  and  I  know  not  what  to  do.  O  I  will  ever  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  lift  up  a  ftandard,  and  caft  down  his  ftrong  holds 
there  ?  Well,  poor  believer,  I  tell  thee  for  thy  comfort,  that 
though  the  flood  has  overflowed  even  to  the  neck,  although 
the  waters  be  come  into  thy  foul,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ivill. 
I'lft  up  a  Jiandard  againft  him  there%     Allow  me  to  aflc,  what  ijB 
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the  particular  enemy  that  has  come  in  like  a  flood  upon  thee  ? 
k  think  I  am  capable  to  aflure  thee  from  the  word  of  God^ 
that  whatever  be  the  enemy,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  lift  up 
ajiandard  againft  him. 

Perhaps  one  may  be  faying,  Alas  !  Satan  has  broke  in  upon 
me  with  a  flood  of  temptations,  and  the  flood  is  fo  ftrong,  that 
I  am  like  to  be  carried  oflF  my  feet,  i  am  aflaulted  with  temp* 
tations  to  blafphemous  errors,  felf*mUrder,  and  what  not ;  yea, 
to  fuch  evils,  as  I  am  afhamed  to  let  any  of  the  world  know 
of.  Well,  poor  foul,  is  this  thy  cafe  ?  I  tell  thee  for  thy  com- 
fort, a  God  of  truth  has  faid  it,  that  his  Spirit  Khali  lift  up  the 
ftandard,  and  drive  back  the  enemy  that  comes  in  like  a  flood 
upon  thee  :  *^  And  has  he  faid  it,  and  will  he  not  do  it  i  has  he 
fpoken  it,  and  fliall  it  not  come  to  pafs  ?"  Take  this  promife  in 
the  text,  in  the  hand  of  faith,  hold  it  up  to  the  enemy,  and 
this  word  of  truth  (hall  be  thy  ihicld  and  buckler.  This  was 
the  way  that  Chrill  dealt  with  the  enemy,  when  he  came  in 
upon  him  like  a  flood,  Matth.  iv.  he  lift  up  the  banner  of  the 
word,  the  (hield  of  God's  faithfulnefs,  faying,  "  Thus  and 
thus  it  is  written ;"  and  thereby  the  enemy  was  driven  back^ 
and  put  to  the  word.  Follow  the  example  of  thy  great  Ge- 
neral •,  tell  the  enemy,  "  It  is  written,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
fliall  lift  up  the  ftandard  againft  thee :  It  is  written,  The  feed 
of  the  woman  (hall  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpent,  and 
tread  thee  under  his  feet :"  and  therefore  I  will  believe  and 
hope,  believe  and  wait,  till  the  Lord,  according  to  his  promife^ 
come  in  for  my  relief.  And  if  thou  do  fo,  depend  upon  it,  the 
enemy  will  foon  lofe  heart,  and  the  ftrength  of  his  temptations 
will  fall. 

Perhaps  another  may  be  faying,  Alas  !  there  is  a  flood  of 
dafknefs  broke  in  upon  my  foul,  that  I  know  not  where  I  am, 
or  what  I  am  doing ;  though  once  in  a-day  I  thought  the  Lord 
manifefted  himfelf  to  me,  yet  now  "  the  Lord  hath  forfaken 
me,  and  my  God  hath  forgotten  me  •,  'the  Comforter  that  (hould 
relieve  my  foul,  is  far  from  me  ;  and  I,  whither  (hall  I  caufe 
my  forrow  to  go  ?"  I  anfwer,  This  is  no  ftrange  cafe,  for  the 
children  of  light,  to  walk  in  darknefs,  yea,  in  fuch  darknefsi 
that  they  can  fee  no  light ;  but  be  afTured,  that  **  unto  the  up- 
right light  (hall  arife  in  darknefs."  And  therefore  "  truft  in 
the  name  of  the  Lord,  ftay  thyfelf  upon  thy  God  :  his  goings 
forth  are  prepared  as  the  morning ;  he  that  (hall  con»e  will 
come,  and  will  not  tarry."  When  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  dif- 
plays  his  ftandard,  reveals  the  glory  of  Chrift,  he  will  make 
light,  even  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  his  glory  to  fhine 
through  every  corner  of  thy  foul. 

Perhaps  another  may  be  faying^  There  Is  a  whole  flood  of 
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challenges  that  fill  my  bofom;  I  am  indeed  in^datifaiefs,  the 
Lord  is  hiding;  but  that  is  not  aU,  it  is  my  own  fins  that 
hath  done  it,  and  God  is  faying  to  me,  ^'  This  ia  thy  wickcd- 
nefs,  becaufe  it  is  bitter.  Haft  thou  not  procured  this  unta 
thyfelf  ?  Thine  own  iniquities  feparare  between  thee  and  thy 
God.**  I  anfwer,  All  this  may  be  true;  and  if  true,  thou  haft 
indeed  c^ufe  to  mourn  and  weep  in  fecret  places ;  but  yet  I 
would  not  have  thee  to  mourn  like  them  that  have  no  hope^ 
but  turn  unto  a  God  in  Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  to  him- 
felf, .  not  imputing  their  trefpaffes  to  them ;  run  into  the 
bJood  of  fprinkling,  the  fountain  opened  to  the  houfe  of  Da- 
vidy  that  wafhes  from  Cm  and  unclean nefs.  The  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  has  difplayed  the  banner  of  his  everlafting  righteoufnefs^ 
and  brought  it  near  in  the  gofpel  offer  and  promife,that  fothe 
guilty  finner  and  diCcouraged-believer,  may  come  ia  under  it» 
and  find  ground  of  hope  and  courage  under  all  challenges,  fay- 
ing as  the  apoftle  does,  Rom*  viii.  ^*  Who  can  lay  any  thing 
to  the  charge  of  God's  cleft  ?"  &c.  Improve  the  promife  of  par« 
don^  '^  I,  even  I  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy  tranfgreffions  for 
mine  own  name's  fake*''  Improve  the  name  of  a  recon/piled 
God,  *'  The  Lord  pardoning  iniquity."  Pray  with  David, 
**:  Pardon  mine  iniquity,  for  it  is  very  great," 

Alas !  may  another  fay,  indwelling  fin  and  corruption 
breaks  in  upon  mc  like  a  floods  I  have  whole  fwarms  of  heiiifh 
abominations  within  mc.  Well,  here  is  comfort.  When  the 
enemy  Jhall  come  in  like  afioody  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  pall  lift  up 
ajlandard  againjl  him*  A  difcovety  of  Chrift  in  the  light  of 
the  Spirit,  waftes,  weakens,  and  withers  the  body  of  fin.  And 
therefore,  O  plead^  and  believe  the  promife,  for  the  Spirit  is 
promifed  for  this  very  end,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25—27.  The  Spi- 
tit  takes  the  holinefs  of  the  head,  and  applies  it  to  the  mem^ 
bers,  whereby  fin  is  weakened,  and  holinefs  is  advanced.  Has 
not  the  Lord  faid,  "  Sin  (hall  not  have  dominion  over  you ;  \ 
wil  fubdue  their  iniquities?  "  Art  thou  opprefied  with  remain- 
ing Ignorance  ?  Well,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  Ihall  lift  up  the 
llandard  ;  for  he  is  a  Spirit  of  ivifdom  and  revelation  ;  he  is  the 
anointing;  wheretjy  we  are  made  to  know  all  things.  Art  thou 
oppreifed  with  unoelief,  like  a  flood  carrying  thee  away  from 
the  living  God  ?  Well,  here  is  comfort,  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  iliall  lift  up  the  (landard  againft  it ;  for  he  is  a  Spirit  of 
faithf  and  he  teftifies  of  Chrift,  as  "  the  Author  and  Finifher  of 
faith,"  and  will  •*  fulfil  in  thee  all  the  good  pleafure  of  his 
goodnefs,  and  the  work  of  faith  with  power."  Art  thou  op- 
preifed with  remaining  enmity  againft  God,  difcovering-itfelf 
in  the  works  of  the  flefli  ?    Well,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fhall 
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lift  up  the  ftandard  ;  for  he  is  a  Spirit  ofla^^  his  banner  is  a 
banner  of  love^  his  peculiar  work  ^nd  proWnce  ia  to  (hed 
abroad  the  love  of  God  upon  the  heart ;  and  when  he  difcovera 
the  love  and  lovlinefs  of  our  glorious  Redeemer,  comity  is 
driven  dack:  nothing  fo  nriuch  kills  enmity,  as  the  difcovery 
of  the  love  of  God  in  Cliriil.  O  I  fays  another,  the  vanity  and 
carnality  of  my'fpirit  comes  in  like  a  flood  upon  me ;  I  no 
fooner  fet  myfclf  to  any  fpiritual  work,  but  the  world  and  the 
concerns  thereof,  come  in  like  a  flood,  and  divert  my  thouf>hts 
from  the  things  of  eternal  concern.  Wcll^  here  b  comfort^ 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  (hall  lift  up  the  iUndard  ;  for  he  is  a 
^irit  of  ponvir^  whereby  we  overcome  the  world.  He  it  is 
that  gives  wings  to  the  foul,  whereby  it  mounts  up,  like  the 
eagle,  above  things  viflble  and  corporeal,  where  Chrid  is  at 
the  right  hand  of  God.  O  !  fays  another,  I  have  fo  many 
errors  in  my  heart,  that  I  fear  my  heart  fail  in  with  the  errors 
of  the  day,  and  fo  I  be  carried  away  with  the  flood.  **  Blcfied 
is  the  man  that  feareth  always  ;"  but  do  nor  fear  with  a  fear 
of  diftruft,  for  the  Spirit  of  the  I^rd  will  lift  up  the  ftandard  of 
trsth,  and  he  is  given  to  lead  his  people  into  all  truth ;  he  is 
the  Spirit  of  a  found  mind,  to  enable  believers  to  diftinguifii  be- 
tween light  and  darknefs,  between  truth  and  error ;  he  it  is 
that  caufeth  the  wayfaring  man,  though  a  fool,  to  walk  in  the 
way  of  truth,  without  erring.  O !  fays  another,  grace  is  fo 
weak,  and  corruption  fo  ilrong^  that  I  fear  any  little  fpark  of 
grace  that  is  in  me  be  carried  away,  and  ruined  by  the  flood. 
1  anfwer,  Be  encouraged,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  carry  on 
his  own  work,  and  lift  a  ftandard  in  its  defence ;  ^  he  will  not 
break  the  bruifed  reed,  nor  quench  the  fmoking  flax,  till  he 
hath  brought  forth  judgement  unto  viftory."  O!  fays  another, 
I  can  End  no  quiet  or  reft  for  the  workings  of  Satan  and  cor- 
ruption together,  they  are  making  perpetual  inroads  upon  me 
by  night  and  by  day.  Anfw.  Poor  foul,  here  is  comfort,  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  fliall  lift  up  the  iUndard,  he  will  tcftify  of 
Cbrift,  and  then  thou  Oialt  have  reft  in  him,  as  '*  under  the 
fliadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land."  If.  iL  lO.  Chriftis 
there  fet  up  bv  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  <'  as  an  enlign  to  the  na- 
tions -,"  and  then  immediately  it  is  added,  ^*  Unto  him  fhall 
the  Gentiles  feek,  and  his  reft  fliail  be  glorious/'  You  have 
another  fweet  promife  to  this  purpofe.  If.  Ixiii.  14.  *'  As 
a  bead  goeth  down  into  the  valley,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
caufeth  him  to  reft.  It  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  to  (hew  to 
the  weary  foul  the  place  where  Chrift  caufeth  his  flock  to  reft 
at  noon. 

Another  perhaps  may  be  faying,  There  is  a  terrible  flood 
breaking  in  upon  me^  and  that  is  a  flood  of  divine  terrors.    I 

may 
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may  fay  with  David,  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  "  I  remembered  God,  and 
was  troubled."  With  pod  is  terrible  majcfty  indeed,  and 
his  terrors  fet  themfelves  in  array  againil  me.  jin/w.Hcrc 
is  comfort,  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  fliall  lift  up  the  ftandard, 
and  drive  away  thefe  terrors  ;  for  he  is  "  the  Comforter,  and 
Chrift  has  promifed  to  fend  him  in  this  capacity  ;  *«  1  will 
fend  the  Comforter,  which  is  the  Hoiy  Ghoft  ;  and  when  he 
comes,  thy  heart  (hall  rejoice,  and  thy  joy  (hall  no  man  take 
from  thee.  We  have  not  received  the  Spirit  of  bondage  again 
to  fear,  but  we  have  received  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  whereby 
we  cry,  Abba,  Father."  And  it  is  his  ufual  way,  after  he  has 
wounded  and  broken,  lo  bind  up  and  heal,  to  make  the  bones 
which  he  hath  broken  to  rejoice. 

May  another  fay,  The  fear  of  death  breaks  in  upon  me  like 
a  flood,  the  king  of  terrors  keeps  me  in  perpetual  bondage,  I  am 
not  able  to  look  upon  his  grim  countenance.  Anfw.  The  Spi- 
rit of  the  Lord  (hall  lift  up  the  ftandard,  he  (hall  difcover  the 
glory  of  Chrilt,  afld  then  thou  (halt  be  put  in  cafe  to  fay,  **  O 
death,  where  is  thy  fting  ?  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the 
valley  of  the  (hadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil."  Chrift  ts 
the  plague  of  death,  and  the  deftrudlion  of  the  grave ;  he  has 
wrung  the  keys  of  hell  and  death  out  of  the  devil's  hand  :  and 
therefore  «*  lift  up  thy  head,  for  the  day  of  thy  redemption 
draweth  near."     So  much  for  confolation. 

A  fifth  ufe  of  this  doftrine  (hall  be  by  way  of  Exhortation, 
Is  it  fo,  that  by  lifting  up  the  ftandard,  by  difplaying  the  glory 
of  Chrift,  the  enemy  is  repulfed  that  was  coming  in  like  a  flood .'^ 
then  the  exhortation  is,  Anfwer  the  defign  of  the  Spirit  of  the 
Lord  in  lifting  up  the  ftandard.  Take  this  exhortation  in  the 
two  following  branches. 

^irfi  branch.  You  heard,  in  the  doftrinal  part,  that  the 
ftandard  is  a  gathering  enfign,  whereby  volunteers  arc  lifted^ 
new  foldiers  taken  into  the  army.  Well,  Sirs,  Chrift  has  fet  up 
his  cnfign  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  evcrlafting  gofpel;  and  it 
is  prophefied  concerning  him,  that "  unto  him  (hall  the  gather-' 
ing  of  the  people  be ;  and  therefore,  O  let  fmners  gather  unto 
him,  and  give  up  their  names,  as  volunteers  in  his  fervice.  O 
that  1  knew  what  arguments  to  ufe  with  fmners,  to  perfuade 
them  to  gather  unto  Chrift,  the  blefled  ftandard  that  is  lifted 
up  and  difplayed  in  the  evcrlafting  gofpel ! 

I.  Confider,  that  every  thing  in  and  about  Chrift  invites  you 
to  gnther  and  flock  unto  him. 

I/?,  He  has  a  gathering  name.  The  very  name  of  fomc  re- 
nowned generals  is  enough  to  make  volunteers  to  flock  tinta 
their  ftandard.  Well,  Sirs,  here  is  a  General  of  the  grcateft 
name  ©f  any  that  ever  was  heard  of ;  he  bath  <*  a  name  above 
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cwtry  name ;"  is  renowned  in  heaven  and  earth  ; "  his  name  (hall 
endure  for  ever;  his  name  (hall  laft  like  the  fun;"  his  name 
is  "  Emmanuel,  God  with  us  ;'*  his  name  is  "  Redeemer  •," 
his  name  is  "  Wonderful,  Counfcllor,  The  mighty  God,  The 
cverlafting  Father,  The  Prince  of  peace.**  O  is  not  his  name 
a  gathering  name? 

2dly^  He  has  a  gathering  arm :  If.  xl.  1 1.  "  He  (hall  feed  his 
flock  like  a  (hepherd :  he  ffiall  gather  the  lambs  with  his  arm." 
His  arms  are  everlafting  arms  ;  and  thefe  everlal^ing  arms  ihall 
be  underneath  thee,  if  you  engage  in  his  fervice;  and  he  ftretch- 
cs  out  his  arms  all  the  day  long  to  finners,  faying,  ^'  BehoU 
me,  behold  me." 

^dfyf  He  has  a  gathering  wing  :  Matth.  xxiii.  at  the  clofe, 
**  How  often  would  I  hare  gathered  thee,  as  a  hen  gathereth 
her  chickens  under  her  wings  !"  He  is  even  as  fond  of  the  fal- 
vation  of  (inners,  as  ever  the  hen  was  to  gather  her  brood  under 
her  feathers,  when  (he  hovers  over  them  with  the  greateft  ten- 
dernefs ;  "  He  fhall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers,  and  under  hi? 
wings  (halt  thou  truft." 

'^thlyy  He  has  a  gathering  voice ;  he  fpake  but  a  word  to 
Mary,  calling  her  by  name  ;  and  immediately  (he  anfwers, 
^*  Rabboni,  my  mafter."  His  voice  is  the  voice  of  the  charmer, 
which  charms  never  fo  wifely  ;  the  melody  of  his  voice,  when 
heard  by  the  ear  of  faith,  has  fuch  a  powerful  charm  with  it, 
that  it  quickens  the  dead  :  "  The  dead  (hall  hear  the  voice  of 
the  Son  of  God  :  and  they  that  hear  (hall  live,"  John  v.  25. 
His  voice  makes  the  lame  roan  to  leap  like  a  hart,  and  the 
ton^e  of  the  dumb  to  fing. 

^ihlyj  He  has  a  gathering  trumpet,  the  found  of  which  goes 
to  the  end  of  the  earth:  Rom.  x.  18.  **  Have  they  not 
heard  ?  Yes  verily,  their  found  went  into  all  the  earth,  and 
their  words  unto  the  ends  of  the  world."  This  gathering 
trumpet  of  the  cverlafting  gofpel  yon  read  of.  If.  xxvii.  13. 
f *  And  it  fhall  come  to  pafs  in  that  day  ^hat  the  great  trumpet 
Ihall  be  blown,  and  they  fhall  come  which  were  ready  to  pc- 
rifh  in  the  land  of  Alfyria,  and  the  outcafts  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,  and  fhall  worfhip  the  Lord  in  the  holy  mount  at  Jcru- 
falem."  This  is  a  gathering  trumpet  indeed,  and  bleffed  arc 
they  that  know  the  joyful  found  of  it,  fo  as  to  be  gathered 
thereby  t6  the  blefTed  Shiloh  :  for  *'  they  (hall  walk  in  the  light 
of  his  countenance,  and  in  his  name  fhall  they  rejoice  all  the 
day  long." 

6thly^  He  has  a  gathering  enfign  or  ftandard,  If.  xi.  10.  But 
this  leads  to, 

2.  Afecond  motive,  to  wit,  the  qualities  of  the  ftandard  which 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lifts  up. 
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ifly  It  id  an  ancient  ftandard.  The  moft  ancient  ftandardtif 
'the  army  is  always  the  moft  honourable.  Well,  Sirs,  here  is  ai 
ftandard  for  antiquity  excels  all  other  ftandards ;  for  it  is  "  fct 
up  from  cverlafting,  from  the  beginning,  or  ever  the  earth 
was  ;"  it  was  fet  up  in  the  counfel  of  peace ;  it  was  fet  up  in 
Paradifc,  and  difplayed  againft  the  old  ferpenti  for  the  injury 
he  had  done  to  the  woman  and  her  feed. 

2dlyi  It  is  a  vi£lorious  ftandard,  it  carries  viAory  along 
With  it  where-ever  it  goes;  the  very  lifting  up  of  the  ftand- 
ard conquers  :  **  If  I  be  lifted  up,  I  will  draw  all  men  after 
xne."  It  ftrikes  terror  to  the  heart  of  the  dragon  and  his  an- 
gels, Satan  and  his  confederates.  As  the  walls  of  Jericho  fell 
down  at  the  found  of  the  rams  horns,  fo  the  ftrong-holds  of 
Satan  and  his  works  fall  down  before  the  ftandard,  %  Cor..x. 
4—6. 

j/Z/y,  It  is  a  lovely  and  beautiful  ftandard :  Cant.  ii.  4.  "  His 
banner  over  me  was  love."  This  ftandard  is  altogether  lov€« 
ly  :  and  whenever  it  is  difplayed  in  its  glory,  in  the  view  of  a 
finner,  immediately  the  bands  of  love  fall  upon  the  foul ;  he  is 
**  drawn  with  cords  of  a  man,  and  with  bands  of  love.**  So 
lovely  is  this  ftandard,  that  its  luftre  and  glory  refle£fcs  a  luf- 
tre  upon  all  that  behold  it,  or  that  lift  themfelves  under 
it.  Balaam  viewing  the  armies  of  Ifrael  under  the  covert  of 
this  ftandard,  he  was  fo  ftricken,  that  he  cries  out,  "  How- 
goodly  are  thy  tents,  O  Jacob,  and  thy*tabcrnaclcs,  O  Ifrael ! 
The  people  fhall  dwell  alone,  and  (hall  not  be  reckoned  among 
*  the  nations." 

/^thlyy  It  is  a  durable  and  lafting  ftandard.  Other  ftandards 
wear,  and  the  moth  fliall  eat  them  up;  but  this  ftandard  is 
ever  the  fame  :  Htb.  xiii.  ^.  "  Jcfus  Chrift,  the  fame  yefter- 
day,  and  to-day,  and  for  ever."  It  is  cverlafting  ;  Heb.  i. 
}z — 12.  there  you  have  an  account  of  the  perpetuity  of  thit 
ftandard,  *•  Thou,  Lord,  in  the  beginning  haft  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  the  earth  ;  and  the  heavens  are  the  works  of  thine 
hands.  They  fliall  perifli,  but  thou  rcmaincft;  and  they  all 
fliall  wax  old  as  doth  a  garment ;  and  as  a  vefture  ftialt  thou  * 
fold  them  up,  and  they  ftiall  be  changed :  but  thou  art  the 
fame,  and  thy  years  (lull  not  fail.'' 

^thly^  It  is  a  very  awful  and  terrible  ftandard  to  hell  and 
all  its  confederates  ;  the  church,  when  under  this  ftandard,, 
is  faid  to  be  "  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners.**  Hence  the 
devils,  when  they  faw  Chrifl:  upon  earth,  in  the  days  of  his 
flefti,  they  were  ftruck  with  fuch  terror,  that  they  cried  out, 
•*  What  have  we  to  do  with  thee,  Jefus,  thou  Son  of  the  mofk 
high  God  ?  Art  thou  come  hither  to  torment  us  before  the 
2  lime  ?'"^ 
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time  ?  O  i^ho  would  not  gather  under  fuch  a  ftandard  as 
this  ?    • 

3.  To  engage  jou  to  get  under  this  ftandard^  will  you  but 
take  a  view  of  the  mottoes  of  it.  It  has  feveral  mottoes,  ac* 
cording  to  the  different  difplays  of  it. 

ifi^  If  we  view  the  ftandard  as  it  is  difplayed  againft  Satan 
the  old  dragon,  the  defcroyer  of  jnankind,  then  the  motto  of 
the  ftandard  is,  Gen.  iii.  15.  **  The  feed  of  the  woman  (hall 
bruifc  the  head  of  the  fcrpent."  Or  that,  Ifa.  Ixiii.  4.  "  The 
day  of -vengeance  is  in  mine  heart.**  Or  that,  Hcb.  ii.  14. 
"  Through  death  he  deftroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of  death, 
that  is,  the  devil." 

T^dly^  View  the  ftandard  as  it  is  difplayed  towards  finners  ot 
Adam's  family  to  whom  the  gofpel  is  difpenfed ;  then  the 
motto  of  it  reads,  "  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoevcr  bclievetb  in  him  fhouldnot 
perilh,  but  have  evcrlafting  life.  For  God  fent  not  his  Son  into 
the  world  to  condemn  the  world ;  but  that  the  world  through 
him  might  be  faved."  Or  that,  2  Cor.  v.  19.  "  God  was  in  Chrift; 
reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing  their  trefpaifes 
unto  them."  Or,  i  Tim.  i.  15.  "  Phis  is  a  faithful  faying,  and 
worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Chrift  Jefus  came  into  the  world 
to  fave  finners."  Sometimes  it  bears  this  motto, "  God  is  love;" 
fomettmes  you  will  read  this  motto,  "  The  Lord  our  righte- 
oufnefs ;"  fomctimes  you  may  read  it  thus,  **  Him  that  cometh 
to  me  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out." 

3^/)^,  View  the  ftandard  as  difplayed  againft  obftiniite  fin- 
ners, (landing  it  out  againft  a  God  of  love,  tefufing  to  come 
under  the  vi6lorious  banner ;  and  fo  it  bears  this  terrible 
motto,  Hcb.  ii.  3.  "  How  (hall  we  efcapc  if  we  negleft  fo  grcit 
a  falvation  ?'*  Or  that,  Heb.  x.  28.  29.  "  They  that  defpifed 
Mofes  law,  died  without  mercy :  of  how  much  forer  puni(h- 
ment  (hall  they  be  thought  worthy,  who  crucify  the  Son  of  God 
afre(h,"  &c.  ?  Sometimes  you  may  read  it  thus,  "  God  (hall 
wound  the  head  of  his  enemies,  and  the  hairy  fcalp  of  all  them 
that  go  on  in  their  trefpaffes." 

^thly^  View  this  ftandard,  as  it  is  difplayed  towards  the 
faints,  real  believers,  who  have  adually  lifted  thcmfelves  as 
volunteers  in  the  army  ;  then  the  motto  of  it  fomctimes  reads 
like  that,  Jer.  xxxi.  3.  "  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  evcrlafting 
love:  therefore  with  loving  kindnefs  have  I  drawn  thee." 
Sometimes,  when  the  ftandard  is  fcen,  the  motto  of  it  will 
read,  as  Deut.  xxxiii.  3.  "  All  his  faints  arc  in  thy  hand." 
Or  that,  John  x.  28.  29^  **  I  will  give  unto  them  eternal  life, 
and  they  (hall  never  peri(b,  neither  (hall  any  pluck  them 
out  of  my  hand.    My  father  which  gave  them  me,  is  greater 
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than  all :  and  none  is  able  to  pluck  them  out  of  mj^  Fathered 
hand."  Sometimes  it  reads  thus,  "  I,  even  I  am  he  that 
Wotteth  out  thine  iniquities  for  mine  own  name's  fake.** 
Sometimes  you  will  read  it  thus,  "  I  will  never  leave  thee  nor 
forfake  thee  ;  I  will  never  turn  away  from  thee  to  do  thee 
good."  Sometimes  thus,  **  I  am  he  that  liveth,  and  VffS 
dead  ;  and  behold,  I  am  alive  for  evermore,  Amea }  and  have 
the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death,"  Rev.  i.  i8.  But  I  might  en- 
large here  tiH  midnight,  telling  you  of  the  beautiful  mottoes 
of  this  ftandard,  towards  the  foldicrs  ojf  the  army  ;  1  fhalL 
only  fay  in  general,  at  every  opening  of  the  ftandard,  :at 
every  d'fplay  of  the  glory  of  Chrift  that  is  made  to  t|ie 
fiirncs,  there  is  always  fome  motto  to  be  feen  and  read  with  it; 
and  it  cannot  be  otherwife,  for  it  is  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
that  lifts  up  the  ftandard,  in,  and  by,  and.  with  his  own  word. 
KoW|  may  not  all  this  allure  and  invite  you  to  come  in  under 
ix? 

4*  To  encourage  Volunteers  to  come  in  under  this  royal 
ftandard,  confider  what  encouraging  proclamations  are  if- 
fued  out,  to  induce  you  to  take  on  with  the  glorious  Ge» 
neral.  We,  as  under-officers  and  heralds,  are  fent  out  to 
intimate  thefe  prefents  to^all  and  ©very  one  whom  it  may  con- 
cern  \  and  that  is  every  creature  fprung  of  Adam ;  we  may  well 
ufher  them  in  with  a  warn- word  and  oyes,  to  arrcft  your 
attention. 

ly?,  then.  Be  it  known  to  all  men,  and  the  fons  of  men,  ifr 
is  given  Out  from  the  royal  ftandard  of  Heaven,  even  a  procla- 
mation of  liberty  and  freedom  to  all  the  (laves  and  vaiTals  of 
liell.  Chrift  the  great  Captain  of  falvation,  he  has  broken 
up  the  devil's  prifon,  broken  the  gates  of  brafs,  and  cut  afun- 
der  the  bars  of  iron ;  and  he  calls  to  the  prifoners  to  come 
forth  ;  to  them  that  fit  in  darkncfs,  Shew  yourfelves  ;  the  Son 
t>{  God  by  his  proclamation  makes  you  free,  and  therefore  be 
ye  free  indeed.  Whofoever  they  be  that  will  come  in  under 
the  ftandard  of  Heaven,  {hall  be  free  from  the  guilt  of  fin, 
that  it  fliall  not  condemn  them  ;  from  the  dominion  of  fin, 
that  it  fliall  not  reign  over  them  •,  from  the  pollution  of  fin,  that 
it  fliall  not  feparate  between  God  and  them  :  they  fliall  be  free 
from  the  law  as  a  covenant,  and  from  its  fentence  of  death  ; 
from  Satan,  the  roaring  lion,  that  he  fliall  not  be  able  to  devour 
them. 

2r//y,  From  the  royal  ftandard  of  Heaven  it  is  given  out,  and 
we  proclaim  peace  to  you  who  are  rebels,  and  have  been  in 
arms  againft  God  :  If.  xxvli.  4.  5.  *^  Fury  is  not  in  me  :  who 
would  fct  the  briars  and  thorns  againft  me  in  battle?  I  would 
go  through  thenii  I  ^vould  burn  them  together.    But  let  them 


tie  Powers  9/  Hell,  and  their  Auxiliaries.  1 1  j 

taVc  hold  of  my  ftrength,  and  be  at  peace  with  me,  and  they 
ihali  make  peace  with  me."  The  royal  Prince  of  peace  fends  ut 
out  as  ambafiadors  in  his  name,  "  praying  ydu  in  Chrift's  (lead 
as  though  God  did  bcfeech  you  by  us,  thac  you  be  reconciled 
to  God."  Wc  proclaim  *'  peace,  peace  to  them  that  are  afar 
off,  and  to  them  that  arc  near."  O  rebels  lay  down  your  re- 
beJJious  arms,  furrcnder  yourfclves  to  the  great  King,  whofc 
name  is  **  the  Lord  of  hoits.'* 

3^/^,  From  the  royal  ftandard  of  Heaven  wc  iffue  forth  a 
-proclamation  of  pardon  to  condemned  criminals^  lying  under 
lentence  of  death.  See  a  furprifiitg  proclamation  of  pdrdon. 
If.  xliii.  25.  which  you  may  read.  The  very  name  of  the 
glorious  General  is,  "  The  I-iord  pardoning  iniquity.  O  let 
the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
thoughts :  and  let  him  return  unto  the  Lord,  and  he  will  have 
mercy  upon  him,  and  to  our  God,  for  he  will  abundantly  par- 
don," or  multiply  to  pardon ;  you  fh^U  have  a  free  difcharge 
of  all  the  debt  you  owe  to  divine  juftice ;  the  handwriting 
againft  you,  which  is  contrary  to  you,  ihall  be  cancelled. 

^hly^  From  this  royal  (tandard  a  proclamation  of  health 
comes  forth  to  the  difeafed.  Are  there  any  maimed  or  lame, 
halt  or  withered  creatures  here,  who  are  unfit  for  fervice,  can- 
not creep  or  walk  in  the  Lord's  way  ?  We  call  you  in  the 
iiame  of  the  great  General,  and  tell  you,  that  there  is  room  for 
you  ;  that  moment  you  come  in  under  the  ftandard,  though 
iame^  jou^ali  leap  like  an  hart.  Perhaps  you  think  yourfclves 
very  unfit  for  the  war,  after  you  have  been  fo  lamed  by  fin 
and  Satan ;  but  we  tell  you  good  news,  when  you  come  in  un- 
der this  ftandard,  **  the  bones  which  were  broken  (hall  be 
made  to  rejoice," 

5/A/y,  From  this  royal  ftandard  we  liTue  a  proclamation  of 
great  riches  to  the  poor.  O  Sirs,  here  is  gold  tried  in  the  fire, 
gold  better  than  the  gold  of  Ophir,  lying  fcattered  about  the 
tents  of  the  great  King,  whofe  name  is  the  •*  Lord  of  hofts. 
Riches  and  honour  are  with  me ;  yea  durable  riches  and  righ« 
teoufncfs:"  and  "  we  preach  among  you  Gentiles  the  un- 
fearchable  riches  of  Chriil." 

ttbly^  A  proclamation  of  *^  bread  to  the  hungry,  and  drink 
to  the  thirfty ;  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  wines  on  the  lees 
well  refined.  Wifdom  hath  builded  her  houfe,  (he  hath  hewn 
out  her  feven  pillars.  She  hath  killed  her  hearts,  (he  hath 
mingled  her  wine ;  flie  hath  alfo  furnirtied  her  table.  She 
^lath  fcnt  forth  her  maidens,  (he  crieth  upon  the  highett  places 
of  the  city.  Come,  eat  of  my  bread,  and  drink  of  the  wine  which 
I  have  mingled,"  Prov.  ix.  at  the  beginning.  Again,  we  if- 
^  forth  a  proclamation  of  marriage  with  the  Son  of  God, 

to 
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to  them  that  have  "  played  the  harlot  with  many  lovers  ;**  a 
proclamation  of  life,  to  you  that  are  "  dead  in  trefpafies  and 
fins ;  O  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  for  they  that  hear 
ihall  live."  Thus  you  fee  what  glorious  encouragement  the 
great  General,  whofe  ftandard  we  lift  up  in  the  everlafting 
gofpel,  gives  to  loft  finners>  to  come  and  lift  themfelves  in  hia 
fervice. 

But  now  you  may  readily  aflc  me,  To  what  end  or  purpof© 
do  you  thus  encourage  us  to  gather  in  under  the  royal  ftand* 
ard  of  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  ?  I  anfwer,  Soldiers^ 
you  know,  take  on  for  the  wars  ;  fo  it  is  for  the  wars  of  the 
Lord,  we  are  come  to  take  you  on  in  the  fervice  of  the  great 
King.     But  this  leads  me  to, 

Afecond  branch  of  the  exhortation.  A  ftandard,  as  I  (hew- 
ed in  the  do£lrinal  part,  \s  an  enfign  of  war.  The  glorious 
Son  of  God  came  into  this  lower  world,  upon  an  expedition 
to  fpoil  principalities  and  powers,  to  overturn  Satan's  ufurp- 
ed  kingdom,  to  condemn  fm  and  make  an  end  of  it,  and  to 
overcome  the  world  •,  and  where- ever  Chrift  is  preached,  men, 
women,  and  children,  are  called,  and  charged  to  join  him ;  ta 
**  come  forth  to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of  the  Lord 
againft  the  mighty.*'  And  therefore  let  me  exhort  all  of  you, 
especially  you  who  have  been  at  his  table,  taking  the  military 
oath  to  the  great  Lord,  to  **  fight  the  good  fight  of  faith."— 
When  we  call  you  to  come  in  and  gather  under  his  banner^ 
it  is  not  to  ftand  idle :  no,  no  ;  Chriftianity  is  a  fight,  it  is  » 
battle,  a  hot  battle,  and  you  will  find  it  fo;  for  "  the  king«* 
dom  of  heaven  fufFereth  violence,  and  the  violent  take  it  by  . 
force.''  The  arjnies  of  hell  are  in  your  way ;  lions  and  leo- 
pards will  encounter  you ;  and  therefore,  ''  watch  ye,  ftand 
faft  in  the  faith,  quit  yourfclves  like  men,  be  ftrong."  Now, 
in  profecuting  this  exhortation,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  anfwer  a 
few  queftions  relative  to  the  fpiritual  war  you  are  engaged  in. 

^efl*  I.  Who  are  the  enemies  we  have  to  deal  with  in  this 
warfare  ?  and  where  lie  they  enciamped  ?  As  to  the  firft  part  of 
the  queftion,  it  was  anfwered  already  in  the  do£lrinal  part,  that 
Satan,  fin,  and  the  world,  are  the  eneinies  you  are  to  engage 
with.  And  as  for  the  place  of  their  encampment,  they  are 
fo  fwift  and  fubtle,  that  their  motions  are  very  uncertain  ;  as 
they  put  on  very  different  (hapes,  fo  they  have  very  uncertain 
motions.  As  for  Satan,  he  lodges  in  the  air,  therefore  called 
"  The  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air."  The  world  again  is 
on  every  hand  of  you ;  where-ever  you  go^  whatever  company 
you  fall  into,  whatever  bufmefs  you  are  engaged  in,  you  will 
find  its  fnares  on  every  fide  of  you.  As  for  fin,  its  head- 
quarters is  in  the  heart  i   therefore  are  we  commanded  to 
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•^  keep  the  heart  with  all  diligence/'  becaufe  it  keeps  a  clofc 
corrcfpondence  with  the  devil  and  the  world,  through  the 
avenue  of  the  imagination  and  outward  fenfes. 

^ueft.  2.  What  is  the  quarrel  or  the  ground  of  this  war  ? 
for  it  is  the  caufe  or  ground  of  a  war  that  makes  it  lawful. 
Never  was  war  commenced  upon  a  better  ground  or  quarrel ; 
the  honour  of  God,  and  our  own  eternal  intereil  is  concerned 
in  it.  And  that  you  may  underftand  the  ground  of  it  the 
better,  know,  when  God  created  this  beautiful  world,  and  all 
things  in  it,  after  he  had  prepared  and  fitted  it  for  habitation, 
he  created  man,  and  fet  him  in  Paradife,  as  his  viceroy,  gave 
all  things  into  his  hand,  and  put  all  things  under  his  feet. 
Satan,  whom  God  had  call  out  of  heaven,  with  his  angels, 
for  pride,  having  ranged  through  this  vifible  creation,  lights 
upon  this  little  globe  of  earth,  and  at  lad  finds  out  our  firfl: 
parents  in  Paradife.  Whenever  he  faw  man,  with  the  glori- 
ous image  of  God  (lamped  upon  him,  he  was  filled  with  in* 
dignation  againft  God,  and  fee  his  helliih  wifdom  a-work  to 
contrive  the  ruin  of  our  firft  parents,  and  all  their  poftcrity  ; 
and  accordingly  he  efTeduates  it,  after  the  manner  that  you 
read  of.  Gen.  iii.  That  he  might  rub  an  affront  upon  the  Ma- 
jefty  of  heaven,  and  his  viceroy,  he  defaces  the  image  of  God, 
enilaves*  man  to  himfelf,  and  takes  pofTcflion  of  this  lower 
world  as  his  own  ;  called  therefore  "  the  god  of  this  werld." 
He  difturbs  the  beautiful  order  of  this  lower  world,  fills  it 
with  fin,  vanity^,  and  trouble,  under  which  the  whole  creation 
groans  and  travels  in  pain.  Well,  when  this  is  done,  the  Son 
of  God  beholds  it  from  his  throne,  *'  high  and  lifted  up,"  flies 
from  heaven  to  earth,  arraigns  the  devil  and  our  firit  parents, 
frails  them  to  an  account  of  what  was  done  ;  and  immediately 
fcts  up  his  ftandard  of  war,  iflucs  forth  a  proclamation  of  war 
againft  the  devil.  Gen.  iii.  15.  "  The  feed  of  the  woman 
(hall  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpent :"  and,  by  this  one  word, 
which  was  the  firft  lifting  up  of  the  ftandard,  he  wrefts  the 
one  half  of  the  then  world  out  of  the  devil's  hand  5  for,  from 
the  original,  it  appears,  that  the  woman  was  converted  by  the 
uttering  of  the  firft  promife.  The  words  may  be  read,  '*  I 
will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  this  woman."  And  ever 
(ince,  the  Son  of  God  has  been  carrying  on  the  war  againft 
the  devil,  wrefting  his  captives  out  of  his  hand,  and  will  ne- 
ver leave  the  field  till  he  has  driven  Satan  out  of  his  kmg- 
dom  ;  and  then  "  we  look  for  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth, 
wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs."  Thus,  you  fee  the  ground 
of  the  war. 

^efl.  3.  Who  is  the  General,  under  whofe  conduft  wcl 
5ire  10  fight  ?  I  anfwer,  as  you  heard  alteady,  The  glorious 

Son 
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Son  of  God,  "  the  Lord  of  hofts,  the  Lord  mighty  in  battle,** 
is  our  leader  and  commander.  And  1  (hall  only  give  you  thefe 
two  or  three  qualities  of  the  General. 

i .  He.  is  fo  wife,  that  all  the  treafures  of  wifdom  and  know- 
ledge are  hid  in  him  ;  **  his  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire  ;"  and 
there  is  not  any  thing  that  is  not  manifeft  in  his  fight.  The 
deepefl:  counfels  of  his  enemies,  he  penetrates  into  fhem  \ 
*'  he  difcovereth  deep  things  out  of  darknefs,  and  bringeth 
(§ut  to  light  the  (hadow  of  death." 

2.  He  is  an  experienced  General ;  for  he  is  "  the  ancient  of 
days,  fet  up  from  everlafting."  He  knows  the  enemy's  ftrength, 
and  had  the  experience  of  his  aifaults  when  here  upon  earth ; 
and  his  experience  of  temptations  makes  him  ready  to  fuccour 
thtm  that  are  tempted. 

3.  He  is  a  (lout  and  martial  General,  he  was  never  dared 
»or  daunted  ;  when  he  had  the  wrath  of  his  Father,  the  powers 
of  hell  and  earth  to  encounter,  he  fet  his  face  like  a  flint  againft 
all.  See  how  he  challenges  all  his  enemies  to  encounter  him. 
If.  1.  7—9.  **  Who  is  mine  adverfary  ?  let  him  come  near  to  me. 
I  know  that  I  fliall  not  be  aGiamed,  Who  is  he  that  (hall  con-» 
demn  me  ?  lo,  they  all  (hall  wax  old  as  a  garment ;  the  moth 
(hall  eat  them  up." 

4.  He  is  a  powerful  General ;  all  power  in  heaven  and  in 
eaith  is  in  his  hand  ;  for  he  is  "  the  man  of  God's  right  hand, 
whom  he  has  made  ftrong  for  himfelf."  He  fpoiled  principa- 
lities and  powers,  he  treads  them  and  their  confederates  in  hia 
anger,  and  tramples  them  in  his  fury. 

5.  He  is  a  viclorious  General,  he  never  loft  a  battle  or 
engagement  fince  the  war  commenced  in  Paradife  \  and, 
as  a  token  of  his  viftory,  he  has  carried  the  fpcils  of  fin, 
Satan,  death,  and  hell,  along  with  him  to  heaven,  Pfal, 
Ixviii.  18.  **  When  he  afcended  up  on  high,  he  led  captivity 
capiive,"  &c. 

^eft.  4.  Who  bears  the  expences  of  the  war  ?  I  anfwcr. 
The  war  is  undertaken  and  carried  on  upon  the  expences  of 
the  great  General :  and  well  is  he  able  to  bear  it  5  for  *^  in  him 
dwells  all  the  fulncfs  of  the  Godhead  bodily  •,"  he  calls  none  to 
go  a  warfare  upon  their  own  charges.  He  himfelf  is  the  ar- 
moury of  the  houfe  of  David,  where  hang  the  (hields  of  the 
menof  war.  Whatever  the  Chrillian  foldier  wants  in  his  expe- 
dition, he  hath  it  ready  a:  hand  ;  as, 

I.  The  foldier  muft  be  provided  of  meat  and  drink.  Well, 
the  General  will  fee  to  this,  "  Thy  bread  (hall  be  given  thee, 
and  thy  waters  fliall  be  fure  :"  and  before  his  foldiers  want,  he. 
will  feed  them  with  his  own  flefli  and  blood  ;  and  all  the  Col- 
diets  of  his  army,  tl^ey  live  upon  the  flelh  and  blood  of  the  Ge-i 

neral ; 
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meral :  *'  Except  ye  eat  the  flefh  of  the  Son  of  man^  and  drink 
his  blood,  yc  have  no  life  in  you/' 

2.  The  foldicr  moft  have  his  clothing.  Well,  the  Ge- 
neral will  fee  to  that  alfo ;  they  will  buy  of  him  white  rai- 
ment to  cover  the  {hame  of  their  nakednefs  ;  and  they  all  prido 
themfelves  in  the  robe  and  garment  that  they  receive  from  tbc'vc 
General,  If.  Ixi.  lo.  **  I  will  greatly  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my^ 
foul  ihall  be  joyful  in  my  God ;  for  he  hath  clothed  me  with 
the  garments  of  falvation,  he  hath  covered  me  with  the  robe 
of  rightcoufnefs." 

3.  The  foldier  muft  have  his  arms  provided  him.  Well,  the- 
General  will  fee  to  that  alfo  :  Eph.  vr.  you  fee  there  a  complete 
ftand  of  arms  the  General  has  provided  for  his  foldiers,  **  the 
Ihield  of  faith,  the  helmet  of  falvation,  the  breaftplate  of  righ«<^ 
teoufnefs,  the  girdle  of  truth,  the  fword  of  the  Spirit."  Here 
IS  nothing  wanting,  either  to  offend  the  enemy^  or  to  defend 
the  foul  in  its  warfare. 

4.  The  foldiers  of  an  atmy  muft  have  garrifons  for 
winter-quarters,  where  they  may  be  (heltered  from  ftormye 
wind  and  tempeft.  Well,  the  glorious  General  will  fee  to 
this  alfo ;  yea,  he  himfejf  is  their  garrifon,  *^  their  dwelling* 
place  in  all  generations,  a  hiding  place  from  the  ftorm,  a  covert 
from  the  temped:,  and  as  tlie  (hadow  of  a  great  rock  in  a^  weary 
land." 

5.  The  foldier  muft  have  his  orders  and  dire£lions  when  t& 
move  and  when  to  ftop.  This  (hall  not  be  wanting  either  ; 
his  law  (hall  be  ^^  a  lamp  unto  their  feet,  and  a  light  unto 
their  path  :  He  hath  ftiewed  thee,  O  man,  what  is  good,  and 
what  the  Lord  thy  God  rcquireth  of  thee."  When  the  fol- 
dier is  to  go  on  to  the  battle,  he  commands  him  to  J!ght,  to 
Jiand  faft^  to  quit  themfelves  like  men^  and  to  he  flrong.     And 

fometimes  he  commands  them  to  retreat  and  flee,  "  Flee  youth- 
ful lufts."  Speaking  of  fm  he  fays,  "  Avoid  it,  pafs  not  by  it, 
turn  from  it,  and  pafs  away." 

6.  The  foldiers  of  an  army,  when  Cck  and  wounded,  they 
muft  be  looked  to.  Well,  the  General  is  a  phyfician,  and  a 
tender-hearted  (hepherd,  who  "  gathers  the  lambs  with  his 
arms :  He  healeth  the  broken  in  heart,  and  bindeth  up  all  their 
wounds ;  and  gives  them  the  oil  of  joy  for  mgurning,  and 
the  garments  of  pVaife  for  a  heavy  fpirit."  Thus  you  fee 
that  the  whole  charges  of  the  war  lie  upon  the  great  Ge« 
neral.  In  one  word,  he  is  the  ftrength  of  the  whole  army, 
and  the  glory  of  their  ftrength  ;  and  he  bids  them  go  in  his 
ftrength,  "  making  mention  of  his  righteoufnefs,  even  of  his 
only." 

^left.  5.  What  aujtiliaries  hath  the  believer  in  this  war  ?  I 

anfwer. 
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anfwer,  The  glorious  General,  although  he  needs  no  auxiliaries^ 
yet  he  has  abundance  at  hand  in  cafe  of  need  ;  as, 

I*  Under  his  ftandard,  the  royal  battalion  of  the  divine 
attributes  and  perfeSions  (land  ready  for  thy  afliftance  ;  "  As 
the  mountains  are  round  about  Jerufalem,  fo  the  Lord  is  round 
about  his  people,  from  henceforth  even  for  ever."  The  pcr- 
feftions  of  God,  through  Chrift,  doj  as  it  were,  fix  their 
tents  round  about  the  foldier.  The  power  of  God  (lands 
ready  for  thy  pioteftion,  his  wifdom  for  thy  direftion,  his 
holinefs  for  thy  fanftifi cation,  his  juftice  for  thy  abfolution 
through  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  hii  goodnefs  to  fupply  thy 
wants,  his  mercy  to  pardon  thy  fin,  his  faithfulnefs  to  fulfil 
his  promifes.  •  ' 

^  2.  There  is  his  army  of  angels  ready  to  ftrike  in  for 
thy  afliftancc  in  this  war  :  **  Are  they  ndt  all  miniftering  fpi- 
rits,  fent  forth  to  minifter  for  them  who  are  ttie  heirs  of  falva*- 
tion  ?"  Where-ever  a  believer  is  there  is  a  "  Mahsinaim)  the 
hoft  of  God :  The  angel  of  the  Lord  encampcth  round  about 
them  that  fear  him/' 

3.  The  celeftial  luminaries,  and  other  creatures  of  God, 
are  auxiliaries  in  cafe  of  need  ;  they  fought  in  their  cburfes  for 
Ifrael  againft  Sifera-  The  locufts,  the  lice,  the  caterpillars,  and 
other  creatures,  they  came  in  array  againft  Egypt  in  their  quar- 
rel. 

4.  All  the  faints  and  their  prayers  are  thy  auxiliaries,  belie- 
ver ;  they  ftand  in  the  fame  quarrel,  they  are  ay  praying  for  thy 
profperity  and  fuccefs ;  and  their  prayers  (hall  be  heard,  bccaufe 
the  quarrel  is  the  Lord's. 

5.  He  can  make  enemies  themfelves  thy  auxiliaries  in 
this  war :  *^  When  a  man's  ways  pleafe  the  Lord,  he  maketh 
even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  him."  The  earth  ma- 
ny times  helps  the  nvomany  as  we  read,  Rev.  xii.  He  rules  in 
the  midft  of  his  enemies ;  and  he  can  take  a  poor  creature 
out  of  the  devil's  army,  and  fet  him  to  fight  his  battles 
againft  him  and  all  his  confederates  ;  as  we  fee  in  the  cafe 
of  Paul,  who,  before  his  converfion,  breathed  out  (laughter 
and  cruelty  againft  the  difciples  of  the  Lord ;  but,  by  con- 
verting grace,  was  made  a  champion  in  the  caufe  of  Chrifti- 
anity. 

^ejl.  6.  What  is  the  cafe  of  dcferters  in  this  war,  who 
forfake  the  General's  ftandard,  and  turn  in  to  the  enemy's 
eamp  ?  I  anfwer.  It  is  death  by  the  marfhaMaw  of  Heaven  ; 
deferters  and  apo(lates  (hall  be  led  forth  with  the  workers  of 
iniquity  :  "  If  any  man  draw  back,  my  foul  (hall  have  no  plea- 
fure  in  him  :  He  that  puts  his  hand  to  the  plough,  and  looks 
back  again,  is  not  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  Backfliders 
2  iu 
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in  heart  (hall  be  filled  with  their  own  ways,  and  at  laft  hung 
up  in  chains  of  darknefst  as  eternal  monuments  of  the  dread- 
ful wrath  of  the  General. 

^ueft,  7.  Can  any  oi  Chrift's  true  foldiers  ever  be  dcfertcrs? 
Anfnv.  No  :  they  may  be  captiyes  by  the  enemy,  they  may  be 
led  captive  by  thtf  law  of  (in  and  death  ;  but  they  (liall  never 
be  guilty  of  total  and  final  dcfertion.  ^teft.  What  fecurity 
h;ivc  they  aj^ainft  that?  Anjw,  They  are  fecured  agalnfl: 
total  defertion,  by  the  immutability  of  God:  "Whom  he 
loves,  he  loves  unto  the  end."  They  are  fv cured  againft  it 
by  the  promifc  of  God  to  the  great  General,  that  **  his  feed 
fhall  endure  for  ever :"  by  the  honour  of  the  General ;  it 
would  not  be  for  his  credit,  that  principalities  and  powers* 
whom  he  hath  fpoiled,  (hoold  make  a  fpoil  of  thofe  that  be* 
lotig  to  him.  They  are  fecured  by  their  union  with  Chrifl; ; 
they  are  not  only  his  foldiers,  but  his  members  \  and  his  body 
xnyftical  (hall  neve^be  mutilate.  They  are  (ecured  againft  it  by 
the  inhabitation  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  which  (hall  never  be  tjkeu 
from  him  or  his  feed,  as  you  fee  in  the  laft  verfe  of  this  chapter 
yrherein  my  text  lies,  '^  My  Spirit  that  is  upon  thee,  and  my 
words  which  I  have  put  in  thy  mouth,  (hall  not  depart  out  o£ 
thy  mouth,  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feed,  nor  out  of  th* 
mouth  of  thy  feed's  feed,  faith  the  Lord,  from  henceforth  and 
for  ever."  Thqy  are  fecured  againft  defcrtion  by  the  very  life 
of  Chrift:  "  Becaufe  I  live,  ye  (hall  live  alfo."  The  life  o£ 
the  foldier  is  bound  up  in  the  General :  "  Our  life  is  hid 
with  Chrift  in  God.'*  They  are  fecured  by  the  interceflion 
of  Chrift  ;  "  he  prays  for  them,  that  their  faith  fail  not."  la 
a  word,  '*  they  are  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith 
unto  falvation." 

^fft.  8.  How  long  will  the  war  laft  ?  jinfw.  It  lafts 
till  death,  and  no  longer  \  for  then  the  glorious  General  will 
found  the  retreat,  and  call  his  foldiers  off  the  field.  Hence 
Paul  rejoiced  at  the  profpeft  of  his  ditTolution,  becaufe  then 
he  faw  his  waifare  near  a  clofe  :  **  I  have  fought  the  good 
fight,  I  have  finiflied  my  courfe,  I  have  kept  the  faith.  Hence- 
forth there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  crown  of  righteoufnefs,  which 
the  Lord  the  righteous  Judge  (hall  give  me  at  that  day : 
and  not  to  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  alfo  that  love  his  appear- 
ing." 

^uefu  g.  When  the  wir  is  ended,  what  comes  of  the  vi£lo*- 

rious  foldiers  ?   I  anfwer.  They  "  return  and  come  to  Zion 

with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy  upon  their  heads  ;  they  obtain 

-joy  and  gladnefs,  and  forrow  and  fighing  flee  away."     And  i£ 

you  would  know  more  particularly  whatproviGon  the  General 
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has  made  for  his  volunteers  arid  viftoridus  foldierft,  wheft 
the  war  is  ended,  you  may  fee  an  account  of  it  in  the  id  and  3d 
chapters  of  the  book  of  the  Revelation,  at  the  end  of  every  e{>i€- 
tle  to  the  feven  churches  of  the  Lciler  ACa,  which  you  May 
read  at  your  own  leifure. 

The  loth  and  laft  queftion  fhall  be  thi9>  "Will  you  git€  ua 
your  bed  advice,  in  order  to  our  fuccefsful  management  of  oar 
CKriftian  warfate,  while  we  ate  yet  upon  the  field  df  bftttl*  I 
BeGde  what  has  been  offered  already  In  thfe  former  Jiartof  tbi$ 
difcburfc,  tak^  thrfe  following. 

I.  See  that  ye  be  really  joined  to  Chrift's  ftatidatdj  lift  up  by 
tlie  Spirit  of  the  Lord.  There  is  not  a  fan  of  Adiinl  but  19 
born  under  thfe  difVil's  colours,  wtJirih^  his  livery ;  an  d  whil^ 
you  are  under  the  black  (landard  of  hell)  I  mealn,  iti  a  ntitutai 
flatc,  you  can  nevet  fight  the  battles  of  thfe  Lord,  or  ftrikd  ai 
fair  ftroke  in  His  quarrel. 

.2'.  Study  to  be  well  acquaint  with  "jtSxxi  gloribus  Genertf, 
and  keep  him.  ever  in  your  view.  A  fight  of  him  light^as  the 
hearti  arid  irifpires  the  foul  with  fuch  courage  and  joy^  that 
though  hell|  deaths  and  all  im^giriable  danger  ^^re  in  the  fouri 
way,  it  will  liot  be  afraid.  Hence  the  faints  aW  fo  frequently 
called  to  look  to  him  in  their  Chriftian  ^ork  arid  warfare.  If: 
xlv.  22.  "  Ldbic  unto  me,  and  be  ^  faved,  all  the  ends  of  the 
<tarth.'*  This  is  what  the  foldiers  exht)rt  one  another  to, 
tieb.  xii.  1.2.^^  Let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  ftt 
before  us, looking  unto  lefus*' 

3.  Obferve  carefully  the  orders  of  the  General.  By  th^  miir- 
ihaVlaw,  it  is  death  for  a  foldier  to  difobey  the  orders  of  hH 
commander;  what  anarchy  and  confufion  would  ther^  be-in  an 
army,  if  it  were  otherwife  ?  And  though  kings,  parliahi*ht«, 
magiftrates,and  minifters,or be  whatthcy  will,  command  Ct  re- 
quire you  to  do  otherwife  than  your  General  has  dirrfted  you, 
you  have  a  ready  anfwer  at  hand,  "  Whether  it  be  right  tb 
obey  God  or  men,  judge  ye." 

4.  Be  fure  to  keep  the  ratik  and  fphere  wherein  the  Gene- 
ral has  put  thee  ;  for  he  is  not  the  author  of  confufion,  but  ti 
God  of  order.  So  foon  as  an  army  in  battle  begins  to  break 
rank,  and  to  fall  into  diforder,  it  is  a  fign  that  they  are  worfted  by 
the  enemy  ;  and  therefore  great  care  is  taken  by  a  Ikilful  gt* 
ncral,  to  keep  the  foldiers  in  their  proper  rank  and  order.  S6 
here,  the  Captain  of  falvation  will  have  ^very  one  to  abide  in 
the  vocation  into  which  he  is  called  ;  he  will  have  magiftrat^ 
to  aft  under  him  in  their  fphere,  minifters  in  theirs,  and  pri- 
vate Chriftians  in  their  capacity  :  and  if  every  one  thus  ftudy 
to  ferve  the  Lord  In  their  proper  ftations,  the  whole  body  (hall 
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iie  e£(ied  wd  built  up,  and  the  very  women  who  tarry  at  home 
jball  imic  the  fpoil^ 

5.  Whenever  you  find  yourfelf  diftrcffcrl  by  the  attacks  of 
the  enenay,  An,  Satan,  or  the  world,  be  fure  to  cry  to  your 
General  for  help;  for  he  is  on  your  head,  and  he  paiFcs  on 
before  you*  This  has  been  the  praflice  of  the  followers  of 
the  Lamb  in  all  ages  of  the  world,  Pfal.  xxxiv.  6.  *^  This  poor 
man  cried,  and- the  Lord  heard  him  ;  and  faved  him  out  of  all 
his  troubles."  You  have  the  orders  of  ihe  General  for  this, 
^*  Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trouble;  I  will  deliver  thee,,  and 
ijboju  (halt  glorify  me.*'  The  cry  of  one  of  his  foldiers,  in  dif- 
trefs  by  the  enemy,  goes  to  his  hc?rt,  and  weakens  his  reft-nt- 
anent ;  how  much  more,  when  the  whole  church  of  God  cry 
together  to  heaven,  becaufe  of  the  injury  done  to  her  by 
iboars  and  wolves  ?  He  comes  up  at  the  cry  of  his  poor  people, 
when  oppreScd  in  their  civil  or  fpiritual  privileges  ;  you  hive 
a  Je^ure  to  this  purpofe,  Pfai.  xviii.  6.  ^*  in  nny  diilrefs  I  called 
MopU  the  Lord*  (  wl^n  the  floods  of  ungodly  men  made  him 
awrwdV*  Well,  ttc  General  takes  the  field,  And  fee  what 
awful  work  follows,  vcr.  7 — 9.  and  downward,  when  he  ap- 
peared, **  The  earth  fliook  and  trembled  ;  the  foundations  alio 
of  the  hills  moved,  and  were  iliaken,  becaufe  he  was  wroth. 
There  went  up  a  fmokc  out  of  his  nollrils,  and  fire  put 
of  his  mouth  devoured  :  coals  were  kindled  by  it.  He  bow- 
ed the  heavens  alfo,  and  came  down.  He  rod  upon  a  che- 
rub, and  ^id  -fly.  He  thundered  in  the  heavens,  and  the 
Higheft  gave  his  voice.  He  fent  out  his  arrows,  and  feat- 
tercd  them  ;  and  he  fliot  out  lightnings,  and  difcomfited  them. 
He  fent  from  above,  he  took  me,  he  drew  me  out  of  many 
watars." 

6.  Lq/lfyi  Never  let  your  General's  ftandard  fall,  if  you  can 
hold  it  up.  If  the  ehfign-bearer  in  time  of  battle  be  wound- 
ed or  Jcilled,  and  the  ftandard  fall  to  the  ground,  the  foldier 
that  is  next  at  hand  will  lift  it  up,  and  carry  it  in  his  room  ; 
great  care  is  taken  to  keep  up  the  ftandard  :  fo  let  every  Chri- 
llian,  in  this  war,  ftudy  to  keep  up  the  ftandard.  Chrifthas 
lift  up  his  ftandard  in  Scotland,  a  ftandard  of  pure  do£lrinc, 
Werthip,  difcipline,  and  govern menc ;  the  enemy  is  come  in 
like  a  flood,  in  order  to  pull  down  the  ftandard  ;  fome  attempt- 
ing to  pull  down  the  ftandard  of  doftrine,  ftriking  at  the 
fOLundation  God  hath  laid  in  Zion,.  by  denying  the  fup- 
preme  Deity  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  others  are  ftriking  at  the 
ilandard  of  government,  endeavouring  to  introduce  Epifcopal, 
Independent,  Eraftian  fchemes ;  others  attempting  to  de- 
ftroy  the  difcipHne,  by  tyrannical  ufurpation  upon  the  rights 
of  the  Lord's  people,  in  choofing  their  own  pallors  ;  a  whole 
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covenanted  work  of  reformation  is  ftruck  at.  Nov,  I  fay% 
let  it  be  your  care  and  concern,  in  your  ftation^  to  ^ift  up  his 
flandard,  when  others  are  pulling  it  down«  Contend  earneft* 
iy  for  the  faith  delivered  to  the  faints,  efpecialljr  for  the 
truths  that  are  moft  (truck  at  in  our  day :  contend  for  the  li- 
berty wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  us  free.  And  if  the  Spi- 
rit of  the  Lor4  has  been  lifting  up  the  ftandard  in  you,  and 
over  you,  at  this  occafiori,  by  fpecial  manifcilations  of  bi$ 
love,  O  ftudy  to  maintain  it,  keep  up  2^  good  correfpondence 
between  the  Lord  and  you  :  and,  for  this  erid,  beware  of  un- 
belief, pride,  vanity,  carnality,  and  every  thing  that  may  fepa- 
rate  betwixt  you  and  your  God ;  and  if  at  any  time  the  enemyr 
come  in  like  a  flood,  and  carry  you  off  your  feet,  never  reft  titt 
you  get  a  new  fight  of  the  ftandard,  and  a  new  reading  by  faith 
of  the  mottoes  of  the  ftandard.  To  conclude,  whenever  you 
£nd  the  enemy  rallying  his  forces,  and  making  a  new  attempt 
upon  you,  improve  this  promifc  by  faith  in  prayer,  JVien  tie 
enemy  Jhall  come  in  like  »Jlood^  the  Spirit  of  the  Lofdjhall  lift  up 
n  ftandard  again/I  him.  *^  Faithful  is  he  that  hath  promifed*/ 
be  will  alfo  do  it." 


THE  BELIEVER'S  JOURNEY  FROM  THF  WILDERNESS  OF  - 
THIS  WORLD  TO  THE  HEAVENLY  CA$JAAN. 

BEING  TWO  SERMONS, 

jpreached  upon  a  Tha^kfgiving-day>  after  the  adminiftratiot^ 
of  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  in  the  Tplbootli 
Church  of  Edinburgh,  March  6.  and  in  the  Tron  Church, 
March  7.  1732;  and  afterwards  enlarged  upon  in  fevera\ 
Sermons  at  Stirling. 

pant,  viii.  5. — JFho  is  this  that  cometh  up  from  the  ivildernefs. 
leaning  upqn  her  Beloved  ? 

IN  the  beginning  of  this  chapter,  we  find  the  churchy  under 
the  notion  of  the  fpoufe  or  bride,  breathing  after  further, 
degrees  of  familiarity  and  fellowfliip  with  Chrift,  the  glorious 
Bridegroom  of  fouls,  than  (he  had  ever  yet  attained  to  :  "  Q. 
^hit  thou  wert  as  my  brother,  that  fucked  the  breads  of  my 
raother  i"  Obferve,  They  that  know  the  Lord,  will  follow. 
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on  to  know  him ;  they  will  fprget  things  that  arc  behind,  and 
Ireach  forth  unto  things  that  are  before.  The  fpoufe,  although 
fhe  had  been  brought  into  the  banqueting-houfe,  and  allowed 
to  fit  under  his  (hadow  with  great  delight,  yet  here  we  find 
her  pleading  for  further  intimacy,  renewed  manifedation&and 
difcoveries  of  him.  A  believer  can  never  be  fatiefied  with 
any  degree  of  nearnefs,  till  he  come  to  be  fwallowcd  up  in  the 
immediate  vifion  and  fruition  of  him  in  glory.  This  requeflr 
of  the  fpoufe  (he  enforces  with  feveral  arguments :  (he  tells 
him,  ver.  z.  in  the  clofe,  that  (he  <*  would  caufe  him  to  drink 
of  her  fpiced  wine,  and  the  juice  of  her  pomegranates;  that 
is,  (he  would  entertain  him  with  the  fruits  of  his  own  S{)irit9 
the  graces  of  his  own  operation,  which  are  the  only  enter- 
tainment he  is  delighted  with,  and  the  bed  that  her  mother's 
houfe  could  afford.  Obferve,  That  a  believer  thinks  nothing 
too  good  for  the  entertainment  of  his  blefled  Lord  ;  if  he  had 
ten  thoufand  heavens  of  glory  at  his  difpofal,  they  (hould  be 
all  at  his  fervice :  they  caft  their  crowns  down  at  his  feet. 
Our  blefTed  Lord's  tender  heart  will  not  allow  him  to  reftraia 
or  keep  up  himfelf  long  from  the  foul  that  is  panting  after 
nearnefs  to  him  ;  for  we  find,  ver.  3.  he  grants  her  fuit,  and 
allows  her  a  renewed  difcovery  of  his  tender  love,  infomuch 
that  (he  is  made  to  own,  **  His  left  hand  is  under  my  head, 
and  his  right  hand  doth  embrace  me."  Upon  which,  ver.  4. 
ihe  exprcffes  her  care  and  concern  to  prevent  any  further  in* 
terruption  of  her  fellowihip  and  communion  with  her  Lord, 
either  by  hcrfelf  or  others;  "  I  charge. you,  O  daughters  of 
JerOfalem,  that  ye  ftir  not  up,  nor  awake  my  love  until  he 
pleafe."  The  daughters  of  Jerufalem,  particular  believers,  be- 
ing fuppofed  to  be  witnefles  of  this  blefled  intimacy  between 
Chrift  and  the  fpoufe,  and  unto  the  adlings  of  her  faith  and 
love  upon  him,  they  are  introduced  in  the  words  of  the  text, 
expreding  their  wonder  and  fatisfa^ion  at  the  bleiTed  inter^* 
view  between  Chrifl  and  his  beloved  fpoufe,  even  here  in  a 
militant  ftate  :  JVho  is  this  that  cometh  up  from  the  wild^rnefs^ 
leaning  upon  her  beloved  ? 

In  the  words  we  may  notice,  i »  The  dclignation  given  to 
this  world,  with  reference  to  the  church  and  people  of  God  ; 
it  is  but  a  wildemefs^  or  a  weary  land,  through  which  they  are; 
travelling  toward  their  own  home. 

2.  ^e  have  the  courfe  they  are  (leering  while  in  the  wil- 
dernefs ;  they  are  not  fitting  ftill  in  it,  or  going  further  into 
It,  as  if  it  were  their  home ;  no,  they  are  coming  up  from  the 
wildernefs  :  their  a{Fe£lioiis  are  fet  upon  things  that  are  above, 
and  not  upon  things  that  are  below  :  they  have  got  a  tading 
pf  the  grapes  of  £(hcol,  they  have  got  a  view  of  the  land  afar 
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off|  and  of  the  King  in  his  beauty,  which  makes  them  difire- 
liih  this  prefent  world,  and  look  and  long,  not  for  the  things 
that  are  feen,  but  the  things  that  are  not  feen,  and  which  are 
eternaL 

3.  We  haye  the  fpoufe's  pofture  as  (be  comes  up  from  the 
wildernefs ;  (he  is  Uaning,  Hebreans  obferve,  that  this  is  a 
word  not  elfewhere  ufed  in  fcripture ;  the  feventy  iaterprecers 
tranflate  it,  confirming^  or  ftrengthening  herfelf.  It  plainly  fup* 
pofes  the  fponfe's  weaknefs  and  impotency  in  hcrfelf  to  grapple 
with  difficulties  in  her  way  through  the  wildernefs,  togetlier 
with  her  dependence  on  the  grace  and  furniture  that  was  laid 
up  for  her  in  Chrifl ;  and  tliat  (he  muft  needs  fag  and  fail  m 
)»er  journey,  without  new  fupplies  and  conununications  of 
light,  life,  and  ftrength,  from  him  in  whom  all  fuln^fs  dwells. 

4.  We  have  the  bie(red  (how  and  prop  on  which  &e  leans 
and  refts  her  weary  foul,  in  coming  up  frpm  the  wilderneOi  i 
it  is  upon  her  beloved^  that  is,  upon  Chriil^  whofe  loiFe  and  lov^ 
linefs  had  raviihed  her  heart,  and  drawn  out  h^r  cordial  a(^ 
ient  and  confent  to  him  as  the  Bridegroom  of  fouls,  who  had 
betrothed  her  to  himfelf  in  mercy^  f aithfulnefs  and  loving^- 
Icindnefs*  It  is  pleafant  here  to  obferve  how  the  heart  <^ 
God  the  Father,  and  the  heart  of  the  believer,  jvmp  an4 
centre  upon  Chrift :  **  This  is  my  beloved  Son  (fays  God 
the  Father),  in  whom  I  am  well  picaGed ;"  he  is  **  my  ferifaiu 
nvhom  I  uphold,  mine  ele£);  in  whom  my  foul  delighteth/* 
And'  O  !  fays  the  believer,  as  he  is  the  Father's  beloved,  fo  he 
is  my  beloved  too  :  he  is  juft  the  darling  and  delight  of  my  (bul : 
*^  Whom  have  1  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  in  ^1 
the  earth  that  I  dcfire  bciides  thee.** 

5.  We  hare  the  influence  or  impreflion  that  this  pleafant 
fight  has  upon  the  daughters  -of  JeruLlem,  exprefled  in  a  way 
of  queftion,  TFho  is  this  /  This  is  not  a  queftion  of  ignorance^ 
-as  though  they  wanted  to  be  informed  who  the  fpou(c  was  ; 
but,  (i.)  It  is  a  queftion  of  wonder.  They  are  (truck  with 
A  holy  amazement  at  fudi  int^imacy  and  familiarity  between 
parties  that  are  at  fuch  ihiinite  didance  ;  that  ^^  the  high  and 
lofty  One  who  inhabits  eternity,"  (houid  admit  dujljb  and  afiies, 
defiled  with  fin,  **  the  abominable  thing  that  his  foul  haxcs,'* 
it>to  fuch  frienilfliip  ai  d  ItDiwanip.  ^2.)  It  is  not  a  queilion-of 
contempt,  but  of  cfteem.  Although  believers,  who  arc  the 
fpOufe  of  Chrift,  be  in  themfclves  defpicable  and  polluted  ; 
yet,  by  virtue  of  their  relation  to  Chrift,  they  are  worthy  of 
the  higheft  efleem,  being  made  beautiful  through  the  cometi* 
nefs  that  he  puts  upon  her.  (3.)  It  is  a  quellion  of  approba- 
tion and  commendiuion.  They  hereby  exprefs  their  tatisfac- 
tion  with  her  pradltce,  and  the  exercife  of  her  faijth  iq  coming 
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up>fT<Hn  the  wilderneTs  leanin^r  on  her  bckyved,  as  the  fafeft 
cburfe  (he  could  take  for  accomplifhing  liier  journey  to  the 
Canaan  that  is  above,  through  the  dens  of  lions  and  moun* 
tains  of  leopards.  Obferve,  That  it  is,  and  will  be,  the  plea- 
fure  ^nid  fattsfaCtion  of  a  gracious  foul,  to  fee  others  thri- 
ving and  profpering  in  the  lord's  way,  and  in  acquaintance 
with  Ghrift^  even  though  they  themfelves  be  outitripped 
and  darkened  thereby  in  the  world's  view,  llie  words  would 
afford  a  gitM  variety  of  doctrines^  but  I  confine  myfelf  unto 
this  one. 

OfisERV.  <<  That  it  is  the  undoubted  duty,  and  the  budable 
praftice  of  believers,  trucly  betrotlied  to  Cbrift>  to  come  up 
from  the  wildcrnefs  of  the  world,  towards  the  land  of  reft 
and  glory  that  is  above  itaying  and  leaning  their  fouls  upon 
him  as  their  beloved."  IVho  if  this  tbmt  cometi  if  from  the 
wildemefsy  leaning  ufon  her  beloved  ? 

The  dgffarine  being  clearly  founded  on  the  words^  I  (hall  not 
ftand  on  the  confirmation  of  it ;  but  Ihail,  through  divine  af. 
fiftance,  endeavour  to  fpeak  to  it  in  the  following  method  and 
order. 

I.  Give  you  the  characters  of  the  foul  efpoufed  or  betrothed 
to  Chrift: 

II.  Speak  a  little  of  the  world,  the  place  of  the  believer's  re« 
fidence,  under  the  notion  of  a  wildemefs. 

III.  What  may  be  the  import  of  the  fpoufc's  coming  i^froni 
the  wtldernefs. 

IV.  Speak  a  little  of  her  podure ;  for  (he  comes  up,  leaning 
upon  her  hehved* 

V»  IiKjuirc  into  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  this  doArine, 
>why  the  fpoufe  of  Chrill  comcth  up  from  the  wilderneis,  and 
Why  (he  comes  leaning  on  her  beloved.     And  then, 

VI.  Apply  the  whole. 

I»  Thtfrfi  thing  is,  to  give  you  the  chara3er  cf  a  foul  truly 
ffpoapi  to  Chrift.  And  I  ihall  endeavour  tQ  draw  the  charac- 
tcr  from  the  ttxt  and  context. 

I.  then,  He  is  one  that  is  ay  breathing  to  more  and  more 
nearncis  to  the  Lord,  and  a  more  intimate  fellow(hip  and  ac« 
iquaintance  with  him.  Hence  the  fpoufe  here,  vtr.  i.  not- 
withftanding  of  all  Ihe  had  found,  cries  out,  ^^  O  that  thou  wert 
fts  my  brother,  that  fucked  the  breads  of  my  mother  !  Some 
make  this  to  be  a  wi(h  or  a  prayer  of  the  Old  Teftamcrit 
church  for  the  aftual  incarnatiou  of  the  Son  of  God.  As  if 
flie  had  faid,  O  that  that  happy  day  wre  come,  when  thou 

(hale 
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fiialt  adually  become  the  feed  of  the  woknan,  a  child  bora  to .' 
us  !     I  think,  if  thou  wert  adually  incamace  and  clothed 
with  my  nature,  I  would  not  keep  at  fuch  a  dtftance,  but' 
would  <'  enter  with  boidnefs  into  the  bolieft,  through  the 
v^r'  of  thy  human  nature.     Whether  that  be;  in. it! ox. nor,, 
yet  it  is  plain,  that  the  words  exprefs  a  defijre  after  mor^ 
ititimacy  and  ncarnefs  than  (lie  had   yet  enjoyed. 'nSirs,  .i£ 
you  be  efpoufed  unto  Chritt,  whatever  nearnefs  or;  accefs 
you  have  had,  you  will  dcfire  more,  and  be  ready  to  cry  with 
DavidjPfal.  xlii.  i."  As  the  hart  panteth  after  the  water-brooks/, 
fo  panteth  my  foul  after  thee,  O  God."    Whenever  any  cloud 
overcafts  your  iky,  you  will  be  ready  to  fay,  "  O  that  1  knew^ 
where  I  might  find  him." 

2.  The  foul  efpoufed  to.Chrift  will  not  be  cihamed  to  own 
him  before  the. world}  as  you  fee  in  the  clofe  of  vcr,  i. 
*^  When  t'ihould  find  thee  without,  I  would  kifs  thee,  and 
(hould  not  be  afhamed."  We  are  commanded  to  *^  kifs.tbeSon 
leaft  he  be  angry,"  Pfal.  ii.  i  a.  And  they  that  are  efpoufed  to 
him^  they  kifs  him  with  a  kifs  of  afTedlion  and  love,  and  with 
a  kifs  of  fubjeAion  and  reverence,  and  are  not  aihamed  to  do 
it  before  the  profane  carnal  world,  who  perhaps  may  be  ready 
to  laugh  at  them  for  their  religion ;  no,  they  will  confefs.him, 
and  his  caufe  and  iptereft,  whatever  be  the  hazard,  knowing 
that  "  they  who  confefs  Chrift  before  men,"  he  will  not  be 
behind-hand  with  them,  but  *'  will  confefs  them  before  his  Fa- 
ther, and  before  his  holy  angels."  Sirs,  beware  of  Juffpriog 
yourfelves  to  be  bantered  or  laughed  out  of  your  religion  in 
this  degenerate  day  :  "  For  he  that  is  afliamed  of  me  before 
men,  of  him  will  1  be  afhamed  before  my  Father,  and  before 
his  angels.  Chrift  defpifed  the  (hame  and  ignominy  of  the 
crofs  for  us,  and  therefore  let  us  defpife  the  reproaches  or  the 
revilings  of  the  world  in  owning  him. 

3.  The  foul  that  is  really  efpoufed  to  Chrift,  is  heartily 
concerned  for  the  good  of  his  mother^  church,  and  to  have  th«^ 
Lord's  gracious  and  fenfible  prefcnce  in  his  ordinances  ;  that 
he  may  be  a  public  good  to  others,  as  well  as  to  itfelf. .  TSiis 
difpofition  you  fee  in  the  fpoufe  here,  vcr.  2.  in  the  beginning, 
"  1  will  bring  thee  into  my  mother's  houfe."  As  if  ihe  had 
faid,  I  would  make  it  my  bufinefs  to  have  the  Lord  brought 
ba(?k  unto  the  aflfemblies  and  dwelling-places  of  Zion,  that  he 
might  be  the  glory  in  the  midft  of  her.  Sirs,  the  Lord  is  arH» 
gry  with  our  mother  at  this  day,  be  is  threatening  to  break  up 
houfe  with  her ;  there  is  little  of  God  to  be  fcen  or  felt  in  our 
judicatories,  in  our  ovdinances,  in  preaching,  in  hearing,  ia 
communicating;  an  Ichabod  may  be  read  in  every  corner: 
little  of  the  liife  and  power  of  religion  is  to  be  fetn  among 

.    magiftrates. 
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magiftratcfiy  miniilers,  or  people.  Well,  if  you  be  cfpoufed 
to  Chrift^  you  will  ftudy  to  wreftlci  and  bring  him  back  agiin 
to  your  mother's  houfe,  cfpecially  when  you  find  him  in  a  fen- 
fible  way  prefent  with  your  own  foul ;  according  to  the  prad^ice; 
of  the  fpoufC)  Cant.  iii>  4.  **  I  found  him  whom  my  foul 
loveth:  1  held  him,  and  would  not  let  him  go,  until  I  had  brought 
him  into  my  mother's  houfe,  and  into  the  chamber  of  her  that 
eonceived  me." 

4.  The  foul  oTpoufed  to  Chrifl:  is  one  that  is  fond  of  the 
iii(lru£lions  of  his  word  and  Spirit ;  as  you  fee  in  the  fpouf  , 
in  the  middle  of  ver.  2.  This  is  one  of  her  great  dcfign^; 
m  bringing  Chrift  unto  her  mother's  houfe,  that  fo  ilie  and 
others  might  have  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom,  and  fecrets 
of  the  covenant,  and  the  wonders  of  his  law,  more  clear- 
ly opened  and  unfolded.  Chrift  is  •*  the  Sun  of  righteouf, 
qiefs,  the  light  of  the  world  ;  he  is  made  of  God  unto  us  wii- 
dom,"  the  great  prophet  of  the  church, "  the  interpreter  among 
9  thoufand."  And  when  he  comes  unto  a  land  or  place  in  the 
power  of  his  Spirit  accompanying  his  word,  the  oracles  of  hea- 
ven are  then  opened,  and  the  myfteries  of  the  kingdom  are  un-* 
vailed,  the  people  that  fat  in  darknefs  are  made  to  fee  great  light. 
And  O  this  is  the  delight  and  defire  of  every  foul  truly  efpou- 
fcd  to  the  Lord* 

5.  The  foul  efpoufed  to  Chrift  is  one  that  is  defirous  to  give 
Lim  the  beft  entertainment  that  it  is  capable  to  afford ;  as  the 
fpoufe  in  the  clofe  of  ver.  2.  "  I  would  caufe  thee  to  drink  of 
my  fpiced  wine,  and  of  the  juice  of  my  pomegranates."  Chrift 
entertains  his  fpoufe  with  "  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  wines  oa 
the  lees  well  refinedj"  and  they  that  taftc  of  this  food,  they  are  fa 
ravi(hed  with  it,  that  they  know  not  what  requital  to  make  him ; 
but  they  would  give  him  the  beft  entertainment  that  they  can 
imagine,  if- they  had  it. 

6.  The  foul  efpoufed  to  Chrift  is  one  that  woi\ld  j-uft  lie  and 
lodge  in  the  arms  of  a  Redeemer  :  ver.  3.  **  His  left  hand  (hall 
be  under  my  head,and  his  right  hand  fliall  embrace  me."  lo  the 
fcme  purpofe  is  what  we  have,  ver.  6^  "  Set  me  as  a  feal  upon 
thine  arm*"  As  if  (he  had  faid,  Let  my  life,  ray  foul,  be  **  hid 
with  Chrift  in  God ;"  let  me  be  encircled  in  his  everlafting  arms, 
andjhe  eternal  God  my  refuge.  As  it  is  the  delire  of  a  gra- 
cious foul  to  have  Chrift  lying  as  a  bundle  of  myrrh  belv^en. 
its  bieafts,  fo  it  cannot  reft  till  it  be  in  the  arras  and  bofom  of 
him  who  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father;  and  Oli,  when  it  comes, 
there,  the  foul  cries, "  This  is  my  reft  :  here  will  I  dwell,  for 
1  do  like  it  well." 

7.  When  the  foul  wins  to  any  nearnefs  to  the  Lord,  it 
(S  afraid  of  every  thing  that  may  ftir  up  his  difpleafurc,  or. 

Vpi*  II.  R  provoke 
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provoke  him  to  withdraw ;  as  you  fee  it  was  with  the  fpoufe« 
ver.  4*  *'  I  charge  you,  O  daughters  of  Jerufalemy  that  ye  4lir 
not  up,  nor  awake  my  love  until  he  pleafc.''  The  poor  foul 
that  is  admitted  to  nearnefs  to  the  Lord,  is  afraid  of  the  leiaft 
fquint  ]ook  to  the  world,  felf,  or  any  of  Chrift's  rivals ;  afraid 
of  the  workings  of  a  remaining  body  of  Gn  and  death,  pride» 
vanity,  or  any  thing  elfe  that  may  provoke  him  to  cover  himfelf 
with  a  cloud  in  his  anger.  The  man  knows,  to  his  fad  expe- 
rience, that  his  iniquities  feparate  between  him  and  his  God  \ 
.;ind  therefore  he  watches  again  (I  the  lead  appearance  of  evil. 
Oh  there  are  but  few  tender  Chriflians  in  our  day :  and  hence 
it  comesi  that  there  is  fo  little  of  fenfible  coiprntinion  vrith  the 
Lord  ;  for  communion  with  God  can  only  be  maintained  in  k 
way  of  holinefs,  and  habitual  tendernefs  of  walk :  Pfah  xxiv.  3. 
^^  Who  (hall  afcend  into  the  hill  of  the  Lord  ?  and  who  ihall 
ftand  in  his  holy  place  ?"  ver.  4.  ^^  He  that  hath  clean  hands^ 
and  a  pure  heart,"  &c. 

8.  The  foul  efpoufed  to  Chrifl:  is  one  who  is  bending  his 
courfe  heavenwards,  anci  has  his  back  turned  upon  this  world, 
as  a  howling  wildernefs.  They  "  defire  a  better  country,  thaf 
is,  an  heavenly ;"  they  are  ^^  looking  for  a  city  that  hath 
foundations,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God ;''  and  there* 
fore  they  look  upon  this  world,  and  the  things  of  it,  with  a 
}ioly  contempt  and  difdain ;  as  you  fee  in  the  fpoufe  here,  (he 
is  coming  up  froin  the  lyildernefs  toward  the  promifed  land  of 
glory.      /    ' 

9.  He  is  one  virhofe  life  in  this  world  is  a  life  of  fjiith  and 
dependence  on  Chrift,  as  you  fee  in  the  fpoufe  here  \  as  (he 
travels  through  the  wilderntfs,  (he  leans  on  her  beloved. 
Here  *'  we  walk  by  faith,  not  by  fight :  The  life  which  1  Uvc 
in  the  flcfh,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  fon  of  God*"  But  pf 
this  more  afterwards.  Thu$  I  have  glanced  at  the  charafiet 
pf  the  foul  efpoufed  to  Chiift,  as  it  lies  in  the  preceding  conr 
?ext. 

II.  The  ficofid  thing  was,  to  iah.a  view  ofthephce  <fAeprey 
Jent  reftdence  of  th^  fpoufe  ofCkrtft  ;  it  is  a  wildernefs y  a  very  ua- 
heartlome  lodging.     For, 

I.  You  know,  a  wildernefs  ia  a  foUtary  place  :  Pfal.  cvii.  4, 
it  is  faid  there  of  exiles,  or  travellers,  th^t  "  they  wandered  id 
the  wildernefs  in  a  folitary  way."  Oh  what  a  weary  folicary 
place  is  this  world  unto  God's  people,  efpccially  when,  to 
their  own  fepfe  and  feeling,  the  (.ord  is  withdrawn  from  them  !- 
The  whole  world  lopks  toom  and  empty  ;  all  the  riches,  plea- 
fures,  relations,  and  comforts  of  time,  cannot  fill  his  room  ;  fq 
fl^at  they  are  in  a  manner  wild|  and  know  not  what  to  do,  or 
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Vrhither  to  turn  thenii  when  Chrift  is  away.  Hence  is  that  of 
Job,  ,chap.  xxiii.  8.  9.  **  Behold,  I  go  forward,  but  he  is  not 
there ;  and  backward,  but  I  cannot  perceive  him  :  on  the  left 
hand  where  he  doth  work,  but  I  cannot  behold  him  :  he  hi« 
deth'himfelf  on  Che  right  hand,  that  I  cannot  fee  him.  O  that 
I  knew  where  I  might  find  him  i" 

2.  A  wildernefs  is  a  mifty  and  foggy  place,  where  noifome 
fteams  and  vapours,  arifmg  out  of  the  earth,  darken  the  (ky  ; 
which  are  both  prejudicial  to  health,  and  ready  to  lead  the  tra- 
veller otU  of  his  way.  Such  a  part  is  this  world  to  the  Lord's 
people.  What  hellifii  (learns  and  vapours  are  caft  up  by  Sa- 
tan, the  eod  of  this  world,  to  bemiii  the  traveller  to  glory, 
whereby  he  is  in  danger  of  lofing  his  way  and  fpirituai  health 
at  once  ?  Never  was  there  an  age  wherein  fuch  peftilential 
vapours  of  error,  blafpbemy,  carnal  policy,  and  profanity,  did 
more  abound,  than  in  this  day  wherein  we  live  ;  the  mouth 
of  the  bottomlefs  pit  is  as  it  were  opened,  and  blafpbemy 
and  errors  caft  up,  to  darken  and  obfcure  the  Sun  of  righteouf- 
nefs,  &C. 

3.  A  wildernefs  is  a  barren  place;  it  afibrds  little  or  nothing 
for  the  fuppbrt  of  human  life :  hence  it  is  faid  of  the  travel^ 
lers  in  a  wildernefs,  FlaL  cvii.  5.  they  were  ^'  hungry  and 
thirfty,  and  their  foul  fainted  in  ^em."  Such  a  place  is  this 
world  to  God's  people  \  it  is  a  barren  land,  which  yields  no* 
thing  but  fwines  hulks,  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit,  which 
the  men  of  this  world  make  their  food,  and  their  all :  hence 
David  complains  that  he  was  in  a  ^  dry  and  thirfty  land,  where 
there  was  no  water.''  It  is  true,  indeed,  the  travellers  to 
glory  have  their  wiidernefs-meals,  to  keep  in  their  life  in  their 
jdurney :  but  no  thanks  to  the  world  for  that,  for  the  food  they 
live  upon  does  not  come  out  of  the  earth,  the  wildernefs  of  this 
world  cannot  afford  it  -,  no,  but  like  the  manna  that  fed  Ifrael 
in  the  wildernefs,  it  comes  from  above. 

4.  A  wildernefs  is  a  place  of  danger ;  thieves  and  robbers^ 
and  beafts  of  prey,  frequent  the  wildernefs,  whereby  tra^xUers 
are  in  danger  of  being  fpoiied  of  their  life  and  fubftance* 
Such  a  place  is  this  world  to  God's  people  ;  it  is  called  a  <^  den 
of  lions,"  and  a  ^*  mountain  of  leopards,"  Cant.  iv.  8.  Here 
it  is  that  the  great  Abaddon  and  Apoliyon,  the  deftroyer  of 
mankind,  with  all  his  hellifli  legions,  form  their  camp,  watch- 
ing all  opportunities  to  devour  and  fwallow  up  the  traveller  to 
glory.  Hence  the  devil  is  called  **  the  ruler  of  the  darknefs 
of  this  world,"  and  he  "  goes  about  like  a  roaring  lion,  feek- 
ing  whom  he  may  devour :"  and  though  hell  and  its  armies 

ihall  never  fo  far  prevail,  as  to  keep  the  believer  out  of  heaven, 
yet  they  will  ftudy  to  wound  him,  and  make  him  go  halting 

thither^ 
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thither.  And,  Sirs,  you  who  have  been  at  a  communion-tablf  1 
had  lueed  to  take  heed  to  yourfclres  when  you  go  out  into  the 
wide  wildcrnefs ;  for  I  affure  you,  Satan  will  be  feekragr  to 
winnow  and  fift  you  as  wheat.  If  you  be  only  profe flbtSy 
and  no  more,  he  will  ftudy  to  trip  up  your  heels,  and  make  you 
a  fcandal  to  religion;  or  if  you  be  real  believers,  and  have  met 
with  the  Lord,  the  pirate  will  be  upon  you  to  fpoil  you  of  your 
lading :  and  therefore  "  be  fober,  be  vigilant  j*'  for  you  are 
yet  within  the  devil's  territories. 

5.  A  wildernefs  is  dn  unfettled  place;  many  heights  and  hoi* 
lows,  turnings  and  windings,  in  a  wildernefs:  fometimels  a 
traveller  in  a  wildernefs  will  be  on  the  top  of  mountainS|  fonne-  . 
times  down  in  the  valley ;  fometimes  his  (ky  will  be  clear,  and 
fometimes  cloudy ;  fometimts  a  dorm,  and  fometimes  a  caim» 
Juft  fo  is  it  in  the  cafe  of  the  believer  while  hereaway :  fiome* 
times  he  is  on  the  mount  of  communion  ;  at  other  times 
down  in  the  valley  of  defert4on  :  fometimes  he  is  on  mount 
Zion,  where  he  enjoys  a  pleafant  calm  \  at  another  time  he  is 
brought  to  mount  Sinai,  where  a  ilorm  of  the  thunder  of  the 
law  ftartles  him  :  fometimes  the  **  candle  of  the  Lord  (bines 
on  bis  head,  and  through  the  light  of  the  Lord  he  walketh  . 
through  darknefs  ;'^  at  other  times  he  <^  walks  in  darknefs, 
and  can  fee  no  light ;"  fo  that  he  is  made  to  cry,  "  Oh  that  it 
were  with  me  as  in  months  pad  !*'  &c. 

6.  Many  pricking  briers  grow  in  the  wildernefs,  many  rough 
ways,  which  are  uneafy  to  travellers.  Juft  fo  here,  the  belie- 
ver paffing  through  the  world  has  the  rough  and  thorny  paths 
of  affliftion  to  travel :  "  Through  many  tribulations  we  muft 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven  :"  John  xvi.  3'^.  "  In  thc^ 
world  ye  fhall  have  tribulation."  The  cloud  of  witneffes  who 
are  now  ftirrounding  the  throne,  they  **  came  out  of  much  tri- 
bulation." See  what  troubles  they  endured,  Heb.  xi.  36 — 38. 
Thus  you  fee  in  what  refpeO:  this  world,  the  prefcnt  abode 
of  the  believer,  is  called  a  wildernefs. 

III.  The  third  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  fpeah  a  little  of  the 
courje  that  the  fpoUfe  is  taking,  or  the  airth  toward  ivhich  Jhe  is 
hefiding\vhile  in  the  ivildtrne/s;  flie  is  not  going  down,  but  co^ 
tning  up  from  the  wildernefs.  And  this,  I  conceive,  may  im- 
ply thefe  things  following. 

I.  That  believers,  or  thofe  who  have  really  taken  Chrift  by 
the  hand,  they  have  turned  their  back  on  the  ways  of  (in,  which 
<*  lead  down  to  the  chambers  of  death."  The  way  of  the  men 
of  this  world,  it  is  a  down-ihe-hill  way,  which  is  indeed  eafy 
and  natural ;  but,  like  a  rolling  ftone  upon  the  precipice,  thcv 
roll  on  till  they  land  in  the  bottomlefs  gulf  of  eternal  mifety^ 
But  now  the  foul  cfpoufed  to  Chrift  has  forfaj^en  the  down- 
hill 
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hUl  way  of  this  worFd,  and  (leers  a  quite  oppofite  courfe  ; 
they  will  not  be  conformed  unto  the  worldt  or  the  courfe  of 
the  world,  even  though  the  world  (hould  account  them  for 
figns  and  wonders,  becaufe  they  will  not  run  with  them  unto 
the  fame  exccfs  of  riot. 

2.  This  coming  up  from  the  wildernefs  implies,  that  belie- 
vers are  pilgrims  on  the  earth,  and  that  this  world  is  not  their 
home.  This  is  what  David,  a  great  king,  frankly  owned  in 
the  midft  of  his  worldly  wealth  and  grandeur,  P(al.  cxix.  19. 
■<  I  am  a  ftranger  in  the  earth,  hide  not  thy  commandments 
from  me/'  And  this  Was  the  confieifion  of  that  cloud  of  wor- 
thies, Heb.  xL  13.  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy ;  they 
*^  confe0ed  that  they  were  ftrangers  and  pilgrims  on  the 
earth/' 

3.  It  implies  a  difl*atisfa£lion  with,-  and  a  difefteem  of,  this 
world,  and  all  things  in  it ;  and  therefore  (be  has  her  back  turned 
upon  it,and  her  face  toward  a  better  airth.  Like  the  poor  prodU 
gal,  he  can  find  nothing  in  the  far  country  but  huiks,  that  are  only 
fit  for  fwine  ;  or,  likd  Solomon,  they  fee  ail  hereaway,  to  be 
but  *^  vanity  of  vanities,  all  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit  ;'* 
and  therefore  they  look  not  at  the  things  that  are  feeq,  which 
are  temporal  and  fading.  Like  the  woman  clothed  with  the 
fun,  {he  tramples  upon  the  moon ;  or,  with  Paul,  accounts 
them  no  better  than  dung  and  lofs.  O  Sirs,  whatever  bulk 
this  world,  and  the  glaring  beauty  of  it,  may  have  in  your  eyes 
now,  yet  it  will  appear  but  a  very  little  thing,  yea,  worfe  than 
nothing,  when  you  are  but  one  moment  on  the  other  Gde  of 
death.  And  therefore,  O  fet  not  your  hearts  or  eyes  on  that 
which  is  not ;  put  up  David's  prayer,  ^^  Turn  away  mine  eyee 
from  beholding  vanity." 

4.  This  coming  up  from  the  wildernefs  implies,  that  though 
fee  could  find  no  reft  nor  quiet  hereaway,  yet  (he  cxpefted  a 
quiet  reft  on  the  other  Gde,  or  beyond  the  wildernefs.  If  (be 
had  no  view  of  a  better  country,  (he  would  pitch  her  tent,  and, 
with  Peter,  build  tabernacles  in  the  wildernefs,  and  not  comt 
up  from  it.  "  There  remaineth  a  relt  to  the  people  of  God," 
Heb.  iv.  9.  •*  Bleffed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord : 
they  reft  from  their  labours,  and  their  works  do  follow  ihera.'* 
Up  thy  heart,  believer,  the  day  of  thy  complete  redemption 
from  fin  and  forrow  draweth  nigh,  thy  fighs  ere  long  will  end 
in  fongf,  thy  labour  in  eternal  reft,  thy  warfare  in  victory  for 
evermore. 

5.  This  coming  up  from  the  wildernefs  implies  motion,  and 
progrefs  in  her  motion  heavenwards.  The  ranfomed  of  the 
liord,  they  are  looking  with  their  faces  toward  Zion,  and  they 
"  go  from  ftrength  to  ftrength,  till  they  appear  before  God  in 

Zion, 
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Zion.  The  righteous  (hall  hold  on  his  way,  and  he  that  hatk 
dean  hands  (hall  be  (Ironger  and  ftrongcr.  The  path  of  the 
juft  is  as  the  (htning  light,  that  ihineth  more  and  more  unto 
the  perfeft  day.'*  Whatever  length  we  are  come  in  religion^ 
we  muft  not  (it  down,  "  as  if  we  had  attained,  either  wer^ 
already  perfef); ;  no,  but  we  muft  ^*  forget  thofe  things  which 
are  behind,  and  reach  forth  unto  thofe  things  which  are  tie- 
fore. 

6.  This  phrafe  of  coming  up  from  the  wildernefs  im* 
plies,  that  religion  is  an  up*the-hill  work  and  Mray ;  for 
the  fpoufc's  way  here  is  -rcprefented  under 'the  notion  of 
zn  afcent.  There  are  a  great  many  hills  and  mbuntains,  belie-^ 
ver,  that  lie  crofs  thy  way  to  glory:  I  only  tell  you  of  a  few  of 
them. 

•  i^,  There  is  a  hill  of  remaining  ignorance  that  the  believer 
has  to  climb,  in  coming  up  from  the  w;ldernefs  ;  for  *'  we. 
know  but  in  part,  and  now  we  fee  darkly,  as  through  a  glafs.*' 
He  has  got  fome  twilight  blinks  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord^ 
and  of  the  myfterics  of  the  kingdom  j  but  O  they  arc 
fo  faint  and  languid,  that  he  is  ready  to  think  he  knows  no- 
thing at  all.  Hence  is  that  complaint  of  holy  Agur,  while 
wrcftling  up  this  hill,  Prov.  xxx.  2.  3.  "  Surely  I  am  more 
brutifli  than  any  man,  and  have  not  the  underftanding  of  a 
man.  I  neither  learned  wifdom,  nor  have  the  knowledge  of 
the  holy." 

2J/y^  There  is  the  hill  of  prevailing  unbelief,  which  ftands 
upon  the  top  of  the  former  ;  ignorance  being  the  very  root 
and  foundation  of  unbelief.  The  poor  believer  is  many  a 
time  put  to  a  (land  while  climbing  up  this  hill,  as  you  fee  in 
that  holy  man,  Pfal.  Ixxvii.  What  but  the  prevalency  of  un* 
belief  made  him  to  cry,  "  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone  for  ever  ? 
hath  he  forgotten  to  be  gracious  ?  hath  he  in  anger  (hut 
up  his  tender  mercies  ?"  David  gets  fuch  a  backfet  with  thisi 
hill  of  unbelief,  that  he  fometime  a-day  cried  out,  "  All  men 
arc  liars,"  the  prophets  of  God  not  being  excepted.  Oh  how 
much  need  of  that  caution,  Hcb.  iii.  12.  *•  Take  heed, 
brethren,  left  there  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in 
departing  from  the  living  God  ! ' 

3^/y,  A  mountain  of  guilt  cafts  up  to  the  believer  in  his 
travtrlllng  through  the  wildernefs,  which  fometimes  feems 
to  tumble  upon  him,  and  crufh  him  under  the  weight  of 
it.  Hente  David  cries,  ^^  Mine  iniquities  are  gone  over  mine 
head,  as  a  burden  too  heavy  for  me  to  bear:"  and  at  another 
time,  Pfal.  xl.  12.  "Innumerable  evils  compafs -me  about, 
mine  iniquities  have  taken  hold  upon  me,  fo  that  1  am  not 
able  to  look  up,"  &c. 

4/i/y,  A 
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4i&//y  A  hill  and  mountain  of  divine  hidinj^s  and  with- 
drawings  cads  up  in  the  wildernefs  :  and  this  joins  with  the 
former;  for  it  is  '^  our  iniquities  that feparate  between  us  and 
our  God,  that  he  hides  his  face  from  us."  And  Oh,  when 
the  believer  is  wreftling  with  this  hill,  he  ^^  walks  in  darknefs, 
and  fees  no  light ;"  which  makes  it  exceeding  melancholy : 
hence  Job,  "  1  go  mourning  without  the  fun ;"  and  the 
church.  If.  xlix.  14.  **  Zion  faid,  The  Lord  hath  forfaken  me, 
and  my  Lord  hath  forgotten  me.'' 

^thly^  And  while  the  believer  is  involved  among  the  dark 
clouds  of  defertion,  mountains  of  wrath  fometimes  caft  up  in 
his  view ;  as  you  fee  in  the  cafe  of  Job,  chap.  vi.  4.  ^^  The 
arrows  of  the  Almighty  are  within  me,"  &c. ;  and  Heman, 
Pfal.  Ixxxviii.  «' While  I  fuffcr  thy  terrors,  I  amdiftraftcd: 
Thy  terrors  have  cut  me  off/'  &c.  Sometimes  a  hill  of  (Irange 
^d  cloudy  difpenfations  caft  up  in  the  wildernef&i  that  he 
knows  not  what  to  make  of  them  :  God's  way  to  him  is  many 
times  ^'  in  the  fea,  and  his  paths  in  the  mighty  waters."  How 
was  J^cob  overfet  with  dark  difpenfations,  when  he  is  made 
to  cry,  **  Jofeph  is  not,  and  Simeon  is  not,  and  ye  will  take 
Benjamin  away  alfo :  me  have  ye  bereaved  of  my  children  : 
all  thefe  things  are  againft  me."  David,  the  man  according  to 
God's  heart,  when  be  took  a  view  of  that  dark  difpenfation 
of  the  profperity  of  the  wicked,  and  adverdty  of  the  truly  god- 
ly, he  is  fo  overfet  with  it,  that  he  is  at  the  point  of  giving  up 
with  religion  altogethcrasavain  thing,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  13.  "Veri- 
ly I  have  cleanfed  n^y  heart  in  vain,  and  wafhed  my  hands  in 
iooocency." 

6tbly^  sometimes  a  hill  of  difappointments  faints  the  belie- 
ver's heart.  Perhaps  he  was  expefting  a  meeting  with  God 
in  his  ordinances,  fome  fupply,  fome  communication  of  the 
Spirit,  fome  influence  and  watering ;  but  alas  !  he  finds  ordi- 
nances to  be  dry  breads,  or  like  the  brooks  of  Tema  where  no 
water  is :  and  thereupon  the  poor  and  needy  foul  is  ready  to 
faint,  and  their  tongue  to  fail  for  thirft.  Such  a  melancholy 
difappointment  the  fpoufe  meets  with,  Song  iii.  at  the  begin- 
ning, •*  by  night  on  my  bed  I  fought  him  whom  my  foul  ioveth: 
I  fought  him,  but  I  found  him  not,"  &c.  1  might  tell  you  of 
the  dark  hills  of  temptation  from  hell,  and  oppreffion  from  the 
world,  and  the  workings  of  remaining  corruption  ;  but  I  do  not 
infift.  Only,  from  what  has  been  faid,  you  may  fee,  that  re- 
ligion is  an  up-thehill  way  :  they  who  expe£l  to  win  heaven 
*  in  a  way  of  fin  and  floth,  they  will  land  in  hell ;  for,  **  If  the 
righteous  fcarcely  be  faved,  where  fliail  the  ungodly  and  the 
(jfiper  appear  ?  The  kingdom  of  heaven  fufFertth  violence,"  &c. 

bo 
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So  much  fdr  the  M/VJ  things  what  is  implied  in  coming  up  from 
the  wilderncfs. 

IV.  Thi  fourth  thing  'Oras,  tofpeah  to  the  fp§ufi i  pofiure  $  (he 
comes  up  leaning  on  her  beloved*  But  I  ihall  wave  this  at  pre- 
fent,  and  only  make  fome  pra£lical  improvement  of  what  has 
been  fatd  in  a  dodliinal  way. 

Vkfirjl  of  this  branch  of  the  doctrine  may  be  of  hforma^ 
iiony  in  the  few  following  particulars.  Is.it  the  duty  and  prac- 
tice of  believers  to  come  up  from  the  wildernefs  of  this  worlds 
and  to  afpire  after  better  and  greater  things  tlian  are  here* 
^way  ?  then, 

1.  See  hence  the  paucity  of  true  believers  who  areefpoufed 
unto  Chrift.  Why,  the  great  eft  number,  inftead  of  coming 
up  from  the  wildernefs,  are  going  down  the  wildernefs  : 
"  Wide  is  the  gatcj  and  broad  is  the  way,,  that  leadeth  to  dc- 
ftruflion,  and  many  there  be  which  go  in  thereat/*  Oh  what 
(hoals  of  people  are  there  in  the  world,  "  whofe  god  is  their 
belly,  and  who  mind  earthly  things  ?"  But  how  few  are  they 
who  have  their  *'  afFe£lions  fet  upon  things  above,"  and  who 
are  really  pointing  heavenwards  ?  '<  Strait  is  the  gate,  aad  nar- 
row is  the  way  which  ieadetlx  unto  life,  and  few  there  be 
that  find  it/'  The  world  perhaps  may  laugh  at  them  who 
keep  the  narrow  way  of  religion  5  but  behold  the  end  of  the 
day,  "  The  triumphing  of  the  wicked  is  (liort,  for  they 
fhall  lie  down  in  forrow:"  but  as  for  the  jrighteous  and  the  up* 
righty  mark  him,  "  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace  ;  his, 
"  weeping  endures  bi\t  for  a  night,  joy  Ihall  come  in  the  motn- 
mg. 

2.  See  hence  why  believers  are  called  men  of  another  Jpiritf 
tlian  the  red  of  the  world  :  it  is  faid  of  Caleb  and  Jofiiua,  that 
they  were  of  another  Jpirit  ;  and  the  apoftle,  fpeakipg  of  him^. 
felf,  and  other  believers,  fays,  "  We  have  not  received  the  fpi- 
rit  of  thit  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God  j  that  wc 
might  know  the  things  that  are  freely  given  to  us  of  God." 
Why,  here  is  the  ground  of  it,  other  men  are  of  a  mean  for- 
did fpirit,  and  are  content  with  the  wildernefs,  and  fill  their 
belly  with  the  hufks  that  they  find  in  the  wildernefs ;  but  it  is 
otherwife  with  the  true  believer,  he  comes  up  from  the  wilder- 
nefs, ht  feeks  and  afFc£ls  "  thofe  things  which  arc    above,- 

,  where  Chrift  fitteth  on  the  right  hand  of  God.'*  The  world 
generally  have  a  miftaken  notion  of  true  greatnef&of  fpirit;. 
they  fondly  imagine,  that  it  lies  in  pufliing  their  refentment 
againft  thofe  that  injure  them,  or  in  pufliing  their  fortune,  aa 
Uiey  call  it,  in  fcrambling  up  the  pinnacles  of  worldly  honour^ 
2  ^  wifdomj^ 
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^ifdom,  richesy  or  preferment ;  whereas  true  p:rcatncf8  of  fpi- 
rit  lies  in  a  contempt  of  all  thefe  things,  in  comparifon  of 
things  that  lie  beyond  the  wildemefs ;  it  lies  in  <<  looking  not 
at  the  things  which  are  feen,  but  at  the  things  which  are  not 
feenl"  O  Sirst  we  fmk  our  fouls  below  their  original  make  and 
excellency,  when  we  He  down,  with  the  ferpcnt,  to  lick  up  the 
duft  and  vanity  of  this  world :  true  greatnefs  uf  fpirit  is,  with 
the  fpoufe  of  Chrift,  to  foar  above  the  world,  to  mount  up 
with  wings  like  eagles,  to  things  calculate  for  the  foul  and  its 
heavenly  nature. 

3.  See  hence  the  etcellcncy  of  the  Chriftian  religion,  which 

makes  a  difcovery  of  things  that  lie  beyond  the  wildemefs  of 

this  world,  and  calls  a  man  to  come  up  from  the  wildemefs  ia 

order  to  his  being  pofleiTed  of  them.     *^  Life  and  immortality 

arc  brfiught  to  light  by  the  gofpel."     The  Heathen  philofo- 

phers  had  indeed  fome  fooliCh  gucfles  about  another  world,  a 

life  to  come ;  but  how  (Irangely  were  they  in  the  dark  about 

it !     One  of  the  bcft  of  thtm,  when  he  was  dying,,  told  hift 

friends,  ^  that  he  was  perfuaded  of  a  future  (late  ;   but  whe« 

*  ther  he  was  going  to  a  (late  of  happinefs  or  mifery,  he  did 

^not  know/    But  now  the  Chriftian  religion  brings  life  and 

immortality  (I  fay)  to  light,  and  opens  a  way  and  paflage  to  X 

happy  eternity  :  it  is  like  mount  Pifgah,  from  which  one  may 

ftand  and  difcover  the  goodly  land  that  lies  on  the  other  fide  of 

Jordan.  David,  Pfal.  xvi.  when  he  wins  up  to  the  top  of  it,  and 

gets  a  view  of  the  glories  of  heaven  and  eternity,  he  cries  out 

like  a  manJn  a  tranfport,  "  My  heart  is  glad,  and  my  glory  re- 

joiceth :"  Why  ?    "  Thou  wilt  (hew  me  the  path  of  life :  iti 

thy  prefence  is  fullnefs  of  joy,  at  thy  right  hand  there  are  plea- 

fures  for  evermore/' 

4*  See  hence  a  good  reafon  why  the  faints  exprefs  fuch 
longings  to  be  away  out  of  the  body,  "  1  defire  to  be  diflblved,'* 
lays  Paul ;  "  In  this  we  groan  earncftly,  defiring  to  be  cloath- 
cd  upon  with  our  houfe  which  is  from  heaven  :"  why,  it  is 
no  wonder ;  for  this  world  is  but  a  wildemefs  unto  them  : 
and  how  natural  is  it  for  a  traveller  in  a  wildemefs  to  wifh 
and  long  to  be  at  home  in  his  own  country,  and  among  his 
own  kindred,  where  their  inheritance  lies,  even  "  an  in- 
'  heritance  that  is  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  which  fadeth 
not  away?'* 

5.  See  a  good  reafon  why  the  faints  fliould  poffefs  their  fouls 
in  patience  under  all  the  trials  of  a  prefent  life.  Who  is  it, 
that,  travelling  through  a  wildemefs,  does  not  lay  his  account 
with  inconveniences  and  diflSculties  ?  But  befidcs,  believer, 
thou  art  coming  up  from  the  wildemefs,  and  ere  long  tiiou 
wilt  come  out  of  it,  and  beyond  it  altogether.  «« In  the  world 
Vol.  IL  S  ^fays 
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(fays  Chrifli)  ye  (hall  have  tribulation  ;*'  but  look  beyond  the 
wilderncfs  to  thy  fellow-travellers,  whofe  journey  is  ended. 
"  What  are  thofe  which  are  arrayed  in  white  robes  ?  and 
whence  came  they  ?"  Rev.  vii.  13.  Tou  have  the  anfwer  in 
the  verfe  following,  "  Thefe  are  they  which  came  out  of 
great  tribulation,  and  have  waihed  their  robes,  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  Therefore  arc  they 
before  the  throne  of  God,  and  ferve  him  day  and  night  in  his 
temple."  Wait  a  little,  believer,  and  thou  (halt  be  there  al- 
fo  ;  and  then  thy  prefent  *'  light  affliflions,  which  are  but  for 
a  moment,  (hair  rcfolve  in  **  a  far  more  and  eiceeding  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory ;  and  God  ihalkwipe  away  all  tears 
from  thine  eyes." 

Ukfecond  of  this  doflrine  may  be  of  Reproof.  Is  it  the  du* 
ty  of  believers,  and  their  praftice,  to  come  up  from  the  wil- 
dcrnefs  of  this  world  ?  then, 

1.  It  reproves  thofe  who  fit  down  in  the  wildemefs,  and 
take  up  with  it  as  their  home ;  like  the  fool  we  read  of  in 
the  golpcl,  who,  when  he  had  amaflcd  a  great  deal  of  world- 
ly fubftance  tbgether,  he  cries,  "  Soul,  take  thine  eafe,  thou 
haft  much  goods  laid  up  for  many  years."  But,  Sirs,  read 
what  followed  in  that  parable  of  the  rich  fool ;  perhaps  God 
may  come  and  fay,  •*  Thou  fool,  this  night  thy  foul  (hall  be 
required  of  thee  ;  then  whofe  fliall  thofe  diings  be  which  thoa 
haft  provided  ?*'  You  who  are  perhaps  "  cloathed  in  purple  and 
fine  linen,  and  fare  fumptuoufly  every  day,**  and  have  no 
thoughts  of  another  world,  look  to  it  in  time,  leaft  in  a  little 
you  be  weltering  among  purple  flames,  crying  for  a  **  drop  of 
water  to  cool  the  tip  of  your  tongue." 

2.  It  reproves  thofe  who,  inftead  of  coming  up  from  the 
wildemefs,  are  going  down  the  wildemefs.  The  way  of  fin  is 
faid  to  be  a  downward  way,  and  leads  unto  hell  beneath  i  and 
this  road  all  the  profane  world  are  taking.  You  may  fee  a  roll 
of  their  names,  and  where  their  landing  will  be,  Rev.  xxi.  8. 
*«  The  tearful,  and  unbelieving,  and  the  abominable,  and  mur- 
derers, and  whoremongers,  and  forcerers,  and  idolaters,  and 
all  liars,  (liall  have  their  part  in  the  lake  which  burneth  with 
fire  and  brimftone :  which  is  the  fccond  death." 

3.  It  reproves  thofe  who  to  men  would  appear  to  be  coming 
up  from  the  wildemefs,  and  yet  are  fte^ring  a  quite  other 
coutfe,  fuch  as  the  painted  fepulchre^  who  goes  under  a  mafk 
of  religion,  and  yet  is  rotten  at  the  root ;  he  is  going  down 
^hc  wildemefs,  inftead  of  coming  up.  Chrift  has  pronounced 
many  heavy  woes  againft  you  ;  and  thererefore  "  the  fmners 
in  Zion  ftiall  be  afraid,"  &c.  Again,  the  moralift,  whofe 
pintward  w^lk  before  *the   world  perhaps  is  ^^  touching  the 
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law  blamelcfs,**  and  yet  never  comes  to  him  who  is  •'  the  end 
of  the  law  :"  your  morality  and  civility  will  be  found  wanting 
a  true  rooti  not  bein^  grounded  and  gntfFed   in  Chriil,  of 
whom  only  ovlx  fruit  can  be  •*  unto  holinefs,  and  the  end  cvcr- 
laAing  life."    The  fame  we  may  fay  of  the  Icg.iliit ;  he  is  but 
going  down  the  wildernefs,  all  his  r'l-^htfoufnefs  will  be  found 
to  be  as  filthy  rags ;  for,  "  by  the  works  of  tiic  law  Anil  no  flclh 
living  be  juftificd.**     Again  the  carnal  gofpellcr,  wiiofe  lan- 
guage ie,  "  Let  us  fin,  becaufe  grace  doth  abound.**     Sirs, 
whatever  may  be  your  evangelic   notions,  yet  if   the  grace 
of  God  in  the  gofpcl  do  not  ''  teach  you  to  deny  all  un< 
godlinefs  and  worldly  lufts,  and  to  walk  foberly,  ri^'htcouf- 
Ij,  and  godly,"  you  are   not  coming  up,  bur  going  down 
the  wildernefs.     Jude  4.  They  are  ranked  among  tlie  num- 
berof  the  "  ungodly,  who  turn  the  grace  of  our  God  into  lafci- 
vioufnefs.**  The  fccure,  flcepy  finncr,  that  was  never  awakened 
to  fee  his  danger,  but  is  crying  vi^ith  the  fluggard,  **  Yet  a  little 
deep,  a  little  (lumber,  a  little  folding  of  the  hands  to  flecp  ;'* 
you  are  going  down  the  wildernefsi  for  fudden  de(lru£lion  is 
purfuing  you. 

4.  This  do£lrine  reproves  thofc  who  make  a  feint  to  come 
up  from  the  wildernefs,  but  immediately  they  turn  heartlefs  in 
the  journey  :  they  cry,  "  There  is  a  lion  in  the  way,  a  lion 
in  the  ftrcets,"  and  therefore  turn  back,  and  (leer  towards  ano- 
ther airth.  Of  this  fort  are  all  hackjliders^  who  put  their  hand  to 
At  plough  of  religion,  but  look  bad  again.  What  an  awful  fen- 
tcDce  is  it  that  God  hath  pronounced  againd  fuch,  when  he  fays^ 
that  they  ^'  (hall  be  filled  with  their  own  ways,  and  be  led  forth 
with  the  workers  of  iniquity  !'* 

5.  This  doftrine  reproves  thofe  who  hinder  the  fpoufe  of 
Child,  or  hurt  her  in  her  way,  as  (he  is  coming  up  from  the 
wildernefs.  We  find  the  fpoiifc  frequently  complaining  of 
mjuries,  even  from  thofe  from  whom  other  things  might  have 
been  expeAcd ;  (he  complains  that  her  "  mother's  children 
Were  angry  with  her,  chap.  i.  6.  thcfe  who  were  mother's 
children  but  not. father's  children  with  her ;  members  of  the 
tifible  church,  but  were  never  born  of  God  •,  they  were  angry 
with  her  :  and  with  them  joined  the  corrupt  clergy  of  that  day, 
and  they  continually  abuftd  her  ;  hence  ibe  complains,  chap. 
▼.  7,  "  The  watchmen  that  went  about  the  city,  found  me, 
they  fmote  me,  they  wounded  me  ;  the  keepers  of  the  walls 
took  away  my  vail  from  me."  They  were  called  watchi- 
nen,  and  had  got  themfelves  into  that  office  for  a  piece  of 
bread  :  but  inflead  of  watching  againfl  the  enemy,  they  openr 
cd  the  gates  to  the  enemy,  and  fuffered  foxes  to  come  in  and 

^l  the  vines  ;  and  inflead  of  comforting  her,  and  pouring  in 
pjl  into  her  wounds^  they  themfelves  fnK)tc  and  wounded  her. 


J40  3^^  Believer^ s  Journey  from  the 

by  ftnpping  her  of  the  facred  rights  and  privileges  allowed 
her  by  her  great  Hufband.     Indead  of  drawing  a  vail  over 
the  infirmities  and  weakneflcs  of  real  believers,  they  Iludied 
to  expofe  them  as  a  company  of  hypocrites,  and  loaded  them 
with  a  great  deal  of  invidious  calumnies  and  reproaches,  that 
fo  they  might  with  the  better  colour  of  equity  harafs  and 
perfecute  hen     The  application  of  all  thefe  things  is  eafy. 
jEvcn  in  our  own  day,  what  melancholy  cries  and  complaint^ 
are  goinjj  up  Jo  heaven,  thioujajh  fevcral  corners  of  the  land, 
to  the  God  of  fahaothy  the  great  King  of  Zion,  again fl:  fome 
fet  of  men,  who  meet  together  in  a  judicative  capacity  even 
in  this  city  I  and  I  do  not  know  but  fome  of  them  may  be  hear- 
ing me.     I  (hall  only  fny,  that  the  injured  little  ones  of  Chrift 
will  have  day  about  with  thofe  that  carry  it  againft  them  now; 
before  the  whole  fcene  be  over,  there  will  be  wound  for 
wound  ;  tribulation  will  be  rendered  unto  thitn  that  trouble  the 
fpoufe  of  Chrift  5  and  when  the  reckoning  comes,  **  the  great 
men,  and  the  mighty  men,  the  man  with  the  gold  ring,'* 
which  are  now  adored,  as  if  they  were  the  only  perfons  to  be 
owned  in  the  planting  of  churches,  they,  and  thofe  that  join 
hand  with  them  in  confpiring  to  hurt  the  little  ones  of  Chrift, 
will  be  '^  crying  to   (he  rocks  and   mountains   to  fall  on 
them,  and  hide  them  from  the  face  of  the  Lamb  ;'*  when  the 
poor  people  of  God,  that  were  accounted  as  the  "  drofs  and 
offscourings  of  the  earth,"  will  be  fitting  upon  the  bench  with 
Chrift,  every  one  of  them  ^'  fliining  forth  like  the  fun  in  the 
kingdom  of  their  Father."     I  conclude  this  with  a  word  of 
advice  unto  Chrift's  oppreffed  people,  and  you  have  it,  James 
Vr^  7.  8.  "  Be  patient  therefore,  brethren,  unto  the  ccfming 
of  the  Lord-     Behold,  the  hufbandman  waiteth  for  the  pre- 
cious fruit  of  the  earth,  and  hath  long  patience  for  it,  un- 
til he  receive  the  early  and  latter  rain.     Be  ye  alfo  patient; 
ftabiifli  your  hearts  :  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord  draweth  nigh/* 
Ufc  third  of  this  dodlrine  fhall  be  by  way  of  Trial  and 
Examination.      That  which  I  would  have  you  to  try  is,  Whe- 
ther are  you  in  this  world  as  in  a   wildernefs,   or  are  yoa 
in  it  as  your  home  ?  and  whether  are  you  fitting  down  in 
the  wildernefs,  or  are  you  coming  up  from  it  ?     I  am  ready 
to  think,  that  in  thefe  words  there  may  be  an  allufion  to  Ifraei 
in  tjieir  travelling  from  Egypt  to  Canaan  :  therefore  with  al- 
lufion to  their  journey  toward  the  promifed  land,  which  was 
typical  of  the  true  church  of  God  travelling  through  this  wil^t 
dernefs  unto  giory,  I  would  by  way  of  trial  alk  the  few  follow^ 
^ng  qu^'itions. 

I.  Hath  your  Egyptian  bondage  been  loofed  in  a  day  of 
power  ?  Has  God,  as  with  a  high  hand,  and  ftretched*out  aroij^ 
prougbt  you  out  from  under  the  dominign  of  fin  and  Satan« 
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thefe  oppreffing  tafkmafters?  and  has  he  made  you  to  fee  thefe 
Egyptian  enemies  overthrown  in  the  Red  fea  of  the  death  and 
fuffering  of  a  glorious  Redeemer,  while  you  by  the  fame 
means  made  your  efcape  ?  This  is  God's  way  of  dealing  witk 
all  his  own  Ifrael ;  he  firft  makes  them  to  groan  under  the  fears 
of  fin  and  wrath,  and  then  opens  up  a  way  for  their  efcape 
by  the  death  and  Mood  of  the  Lamb.  So  then,  has  the 
Son  of  God  made  you  free  ?  If  fo,  you  are  free  indeed. 
But, 

2.  JL  aflc,  Has  God  ever  brought  you  to  the  foot  of  Sinai,  and 
difcCTvercd  himfelf  in  fuch  awful  majcfty,  greatnefs,  and  in  the 
holinefs  and  feverity  of  his  law,  as  has  perfuaded  you  that  there 
is  no  dealing  with  God  without  a  mediator.  The  law  was 
publiflied  at  mount  Sinai  "  becaufe  of  tranfgrcflion,"  and 
that  it  might  be  **  a  fchoolmafter  to  lead  them  unto  Chrill." 
So  then,  I  afk,  if  you  have  fecn  fuch  a  diftancc  between  God 
and  you,  fuch  holinefs  and  perfeAion  in  his  law,  as  has 
made  you  flee  to  him  who  is  "  the  end  of  the  law  for  righ- 
teoufnefs  to  every  one  that  bclicveih  ?  If  fo,  you  are  in- 
deed coming  up  from  the  wildernefs  towards  the  promifed  land ; 
but,  if  not,  it  is  a  Cgn  you  are  yet  in  the  £gypt  of  a  natural 
date. 

3.  Have  you  ever  feen  the  tabernacle  that  God  reared,  and 
the  glory  of  God  in  it  ?  You  know,  the  tabernacle  in  the 
wildernefs,  it  was  the  fymbol  of  God's  prcfencc  among  Ifrael, 
in  which  the  law  was  kept ;  and  the  glory  of  the  God  of  Ifrael 
was  therein  difcovered  in  the  view  of  Ifrael :  this  was  a  type 
of  Chrift,  the  true  tabernacle  which  God  hath  reared.  Now, 
I  fay,  have  you  fecn  this  tabernacle,  a  God  in  Chrift  reconci- 
ling the  world  to  himfelf  ?  Have  you  feen  the  glory  of  God 
{hining  in  the  face  of  Chrift,  and  the  law  magnified  and  made 
honourable  in  him  ?  And  are  your  motions  through  the  wil- 
dernefs,  and  your  way  to  the  land  of  promife,  dircdied 
by  viewing  this  tabernacle ;  according  to  that  of  the  apoftle, 
Heb.  xii.  i.  **  Let  us  run  our  race,  looking  unto  Jefus  ?" 
And  are  you  made  to  go  "  finging  in  the  way  of  the  Lord** 
through  the  wildernefs,  becaufe  "  great  is  the  glory  of  the 
Lord?" 

4.  I  afk  how  are  you  fed  in  the  wildernefs  ?  Ifrael  in  the 
wildernefs  were  not  fed  with  the  fruit  of  the  earth,  but  with 
pianna  rained  from  heaven:  fo  God  has  away  pf  feeding  his  true 
Ifrael  in  the  wildernefs  with  the  manna  from  heaven.  Chrift 
the  bread  of  life  comes  down  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  word, 
and  they  gather  it  by  faith,  and  feed  on  it.  And  Oh  but  this 
manna  hath  a  pleafant  tafte  with  it  to  the  fpoufc  of  Chrift  co- 
(uing  vp  from  the  wildernefs  ?  they  can  fay  in  fome  meafure 
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of  finccrity,  with  Jeremiah,  **  Thy  word  was  found  by  mc> 
and  I  did  eat  it,  and  it  was  unto  me  the  joy  and  rejmcing  of 
mine  heart," 

5^  Are  you  frequently  drinking  of  the  water  of  the  rock  ? 
You  know,  there  was  a  rock  fmitten,  out  of  which  dreams 
of  water  iflfued,  which  followed  Ifraeltill  they  came  to  Canaan: 
**  This  rock  was  Chrift,'*  who  being  fmitten  with  the  rod  of 
his  Father's  anger,  refrefhing  dreams  of  grace  and  confola* 
tions  of  the  Spirit  have  iflued,  which  make  glad  the  city  of 
God.  Now,  what  experience  have  you  as  to  this  ?  Is  Chrifl 
to  you  like  **  rivers  of  waters  in  a  dry  place  ?"  And  are  yoa 
made  now  and  then  to  fee  the  accomplifhment  of  that  promife. 
If.  xliv.  3.  "  I  will  pour  water  upon  him  that  is  thirdy,  and 
floods  upon  the  dry  ground  ?" 

6.  Have  you  fecn  the  myftical  brazen  ferpent  ?  and  have 
you  got  health  conveyed  to  your  fouls  by  looking  on  it,  when 
dung  by  the  fiery  ferpent  in  the  wiidernefiT,  or  when  wound-* 
cd  by  the  fiery  darts  of  Satan  ?  for,  **  as  Mofes  lifted  up  the 
ferprent  in  the  wildernefs,  fo  is  the  Son  of  man  lifted  up**  on 
the  pole  of  the  everlading  gofpel ;  "  that  whofoevcr  believeth 
in  him,"  or  looks  to  him  by  faith,  ^^  may  not  peridi,  but  hare 
everlading  life/* 

7.  What  is  it  that  keeps  up  your  heart  in  your  journey 
through  the  wildernefs  ?  If  God  had  not  made  a  promife.  of 
Canaan  to  Ifrael,  and  engaged  his  veracity  to  bear  them  com- 
pany in  their  journey,  they  had  not  gone  out  of  Egypt ;  and 
it  was  the  faith  of  God's  pn)mife  that  fpirited  and  enlivened 
them  in  their  travels  and  battles.  Jud  fo  is  the  cafe  here  ; 
God  hath  made  a  promife  of  life  and  red  on  the  other  fide  o& 
death  through  Chrid,  and  that  he  will  be  their  God  and  their 
guide  ;  that  hrs  Son,  the  angel  of  his  prefence,  diall  be  your 
leader  and  commander  :  now,  if  you  be  really  coming  up 
from  the  wildernefs  to  the  promifed  land  of  glory,  it  is 
the  faith  of  God's  promife  that  bears  you  up,  and  carries  you 
through  in  your  travels,  and  in  your  wildernefs- work  atid 
warfare.  Hence  the  fpoufe  here,  die  is  faid  to  come  up 
leaning  on  her  beloved^  reding  on  the  promife  of  a  God  in 
Chrid  for  through-bearing,  and  for  a  comfortable  landing  at 
lad. 

8.  What  pillars  of  fmoke  arc  you  fending  up  from  the 
wildernefs  ?  The  offerings  of  Ifrael  in  the  wildernefs,  they 
went  up  to  heaven  like  pillars  of  fmoke  towering  upwards  ; 
fo  you  will  be  frequently  fending  up  the  facrifices  of  prayer^ 
and  of  praife,  and  holy  meditation  ;  your  affeflions,  like  thq 
fmoke  of  the  facrifice,  will  be  foaring  heavenwards. 
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9.  You  will  be  frequently  cafting  your  eyes  on  the  promU 
fed  land  that  lies  beyond  the  wildernefS)  and  longing  wirh 
the  church  to  be  there  :  Cant.  ii.  17.  "  Until  the  day 
•breaks  and  the  (hadows  flee  away :  turn,  my  beloved,  and 
be  thou  like  a  roe,  or  a  young  hart  upon  the  mountains  of 
fpiccs.'* 

Ufe  fourth  (hall  be  of  Exhortation^  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  church  of  God  here,  in  coming  up  from  the  wildernefs 
towards  the  promifed  land  of  glory  above  ;  or,  as  the  apoftie 
^/ords  it,  Col.  iii.  i-  2.  "  If  ye  be  rifen  with  Chrift,  feck  thofc 
things  which  are  above,  where  Chrift  fitteth  at  the  right  hand 
of  God.  Set  your  affediions  on  things  above,  not  on  things 
on  the  earth.  By  way  of  motive,  I  ofier  thefe  confidera* 
tions. 

I.  ConGder  what  the  wildernefs  of  this  world  is,  from  which 
you  are  called  to  come  up.  Befide  what  was  faid  of  it  in  the 
do£trinal  part,  I  (hall  add  thefe  things  following,  to  wean  your 
hearts  and  aiFe£tions  from  it. 

iftf  This  world  is  but  the  reprobate  dog's  portion :  PfaL 
xvii.  14.  **  The  men  of  the  world,  which  have  their  portion 
in  this  life,  and  whofe  belly,"  &c.  It  was  a  common  faying  of 
Luther's,  *  that  the  whole  Turkifh  empire  was  but  a  crumb  caft 
unto  a  dog.'  Now,  why  (hould  we  caft  in  our  lot  among  the 
dogs,  who  profefs  to  be  of  the  church  of  God,  and  the  fpoufe 
of  Chrift? 

%d!y^  This  world  is  groaning  under  the  curf«  of  God :  "Cur- 
fed  is  the  ground  iof  thy  fake,"  faid  the  Lord  to  our  firft  pa- 
rents, immediately  after  they  had  finned.  And  under  the 
weight  of  this  curfe  "  the  whole  creation  groaneth,  and  tra- 
velleth  in  pain  even  until  now."  Oh  who  would  be  content  to 
fit  down  where  the  curfe  of  God  dwells  ? 

3^//)^,  Con(ider,  that  the  wildernefs  of  this  world  has  been  a 
(hambles,  defiled  with  blood,   with  the  blood  of  Chrift,  and 
with  the  blood  of  an  innumerable  company  of  martyrs,  from 
which  it  has  never  been  purged  as  yet ;  it  may  be  called  "  Gol- 
gotha, the  place  of  a  fcull ;  and  Aceldama^a  field  of  blood." 
This  earth  has  been  ftained,  and  this  land,  and  this  city  in  par«» 
ticular,  have  been  ftained  with  the  blood  of  Chrift  myftical ; 
and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  the  guilt  of  that  blood  is  crying  to 
heaven,  like  the  blood  of  Abel,  againft  the  land,  and  againft 
the  place.     Now,  I  fay,  is  not  this  fufficient  to  wean  your 
hearts  from  the  wildernefs  of  this  world,  that  is  a  field  of 
blood,  a  place  of  butchering  and  flaughter  of  Chrift  perfonal 
and  myftical  ?     The  men  of  the  world,  who  take  up  with  it 
as  their  home,  they  are  juft  like  the  pofTefled  man  we  read  of 
in  the  gofpelj  lodging  among  tombs  and  fepulchre^. 
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Athfyi  ConHder  that  the  wildernefs  of  this  world  i$  juft  tiie 
gallery  where  the  devil,  the  god  of  this  world,  that  Apollyoiiy 
walks  up  and  down,  **  feekirig  whom  he  may  devour.**  Job 
i.  fays  God,  "  Whence  corned  thou  Satan  ?  I  come  (fays  Sa- 
tan) from  going  to  and  fro  in  the  earth,  and  from  walking  op 
and  down  in  it."  Some  think  that  the  devil  uttered  thefe 
words  with  an  air  of  haughtinefs  and  pride,  as  if  he  made  his 
vaunt  before  God,  that  he  was  theprince  of  this  world,  and  that, 
the  kingdoms  of  it  and  their  glory  were  his;  fo  that  the  mean- 
ing of  the  devil's  anfwer  is,  as  if  he  had  faid,  Why,  fays  hd, 
where  fhould  I  be,  but  travelling  in  circuit  through  my  own 
territories  ?  NoWj  why  (hould  we  not  come  up  from  the  de- 
vil's quarters  and  territories  ?  Who  loves  to  be  at  home  in  the 
devil's  quarters,  in  the  very  den  of  that  lion  and  leopard^  but 
only  they  that  are  his  devoted  flaves  and  vaflals  ? 

5/A/y»  Come  up  from  the  wildernefs ;  for  it  is  but  a  mere 
empty  (hadow,  and  all  the  glory  of  it  is  but  a  piece  of  moon- 
ihine.  Why  ihould  we  fet  our  hearts  upon  that  which  is  not^ 
and  which  periflieth  in  the  very  ufmg  ?  You  have  feen  bells  of 
water  blown  up  by  children,  fparkling  with  a  variety  of  beau- 
teous colours,  but  which  jufl  perifli  in  a  moment.  And  what 
is  the  whole  vifible  creation  that  we  now  fee,  but  juft  a  great 
bell  blown  up  by  the  breath  of  the  Almighty  ?  "  By  the  v^ord 
of  the  Lord  were  the  heavens  made  :  and  all  the  hoft  of  Aem 
by  the  breath  of  his  mouth."  It  makes  a  gay  and  glorious 
appearance ;  but,  alas  !  it  is  all  imaginary,  a  mere  Qiadow,  a 
vapour,  which  appears  for  a  little,  and  then  vanifhes* 
Now,  who  would  be  content  with  fuch  an  imaginary  thing  as 
this  ? 

6thly,  Come  up  from  the  wildernefs  of  this  world ;  for  it  if 
condemned  to  be  burnt.  It  was  a  piece  of  madnefs  in  Lot  to 
linger  in  Sodoni,  when  he  was  told  it  was  to  be  confumed  with 
fire  and  brimftone.  The  fame  madnefs  poflcflcs  thofe  that 
will  not  come  up  from  the  wildernefs  into  a  place  of  fafety^ 
when  God  has  told  them  in  his  infajlible  word,  that "  the  day 
of  the  Lord  cometh  as  a  thief  in  the  night,  in  the  which  the 
heavens  (hall  pafs  away  with  a  great  noife,  and  bp  diflblved^ 
and  the  elements  (hall  melt  with  fervent  heat ;  the  earth  alfo 
and  the  works  that  are  therein  (hall  be  burnt  up."'  Now,  I 
fay,  put  all  thefe  things  together,  and  fee  if  there  be  not 
weight  in  them  to  wean  your  hearts  from  this  world,  and  to 
engage  you  to  follow  the  practice  of  the  fpoufe,  and  come  up 
from  the  wildernefs. 

2    Confider,  that  there -is  a  better  country  beyond  the  wiU 

derntfs  of  this  world.     Heb.  xi.  it  is  faid  of  the  worthies,  that 

*^  tliey  deiired  a  better  couQtry^  that  is  an  heavenly."    It  is  a 

2  better 
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'better  kingdom  than  the  kingdoms  of  this  world,  even  "  ancver- 
lafting  kingdom  ;"  a  better  inheritance,  even  "  an  inheritance 
that  is  iBCorruptible,  and  undcfiled,  which  fadeth  not  away  ;**  a 
better  city,  evtn  "  a  city  that  hath  foundations,  whofe  builder 
and  maker  is  God ;"  a  better  houfe  than  out  cottages  of  clay  in 
the  wildernefs,  even  a  houfe  of  "  many  manfions,  a  houfc 
Slot  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens." 

But,  more  particularly,  to  encourage  you  to  come  up  from 
^he  wiidemefs  unto  this  better  country,  confider, 

i/9y  That  there  are  better  joys  and  pleafures  to  be  had  there 
tJian  in  the  wildcrnefs.     This  world  is  but  at  belt  a  Bochim^ 
s  valley  of  tears,  a  houfe  of  mourning  ;  but  the  land  atar  off, 
that  lies  on  the  other  fide  of  the  wildernefs,  is  a  (late  of  plea- 
fore,  of  continual  joy  and  pleafure,  where  "  the  ranfomed  of 
the  Lord  (hall  have  fongs,  and   everlafting  joy   upon   their 
heads  ;  they  (hall  obtain  joy  and  gladjiefs,  and  forrow  and 
fighing  (hall  <;ver  flee  away."     The  joys  and  pleafures  of  this 
world,  they  do  not  fatisfy :  *'  He  that  loveth  filver,  (hall  not 
ke  fatisfied  with  filver;*'  hence,  in  the  midft  of  their  iufficiency, 
the  covetous  worldling  is  in  wants  ;  and  in  the  midit  of  their 
laughter,  ^heir  heart  is  forrowful.     But  now  the  joys  of  the 
land  of  glory,  they  are  full  joys  :  Ffal.  xvi.  ii. ''  In  thy  pre- 
fence  is  fulnefs  of  joy,  at  thy  right  hand  there  are  pleafures  for 
evermore."    The  joys  of  the  wildernefs,  they  are  tranfient : 
hence  **  the  triumphmg  of  the  wicked  is  (liort.     They  take 
.   the  timbrel  and  harp,  and  rejoice    at  the  found  of  the  organ. 
They  fpend  their  days  in  wealth"  and  eafe,  but  <^  in  a  moment 
they  go  down  to  the  grave."     But  the  joys  of  the  land  of  glo* 
ry  (as  you  heard  juil  now)  are  everlailing,  and  (ball  run  paral^ 
kl  with  the  endlefs  ages  pf  eternity. 

2dlyy  There  are  better  tiches  in  the  land  afar  off,  than  thefe 
that  the  wiidemefs  of  thii  world  affords.  As  for  the  riches  of 
this  world,  the  moth  and  ruft  cotrupt  them,  thieves  break 
through  and  (leal  them  ;  Solomon  who  was  mafter  of  more  of 
this  world's  riches  than  any  man  elfe,  he  pronounces  them 
TiX  vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit.  But  now  the  riches  of  that 
better  country  beyond  the  wildernefs  are  far  better,  in  rcfpecl 
of  plenty ;  for  the  riches  of  that  land  are  unfearchahU^  Epu. 
iii.  8. :  better  in  refpeA  of  value  ;  for  the  gold  of  that  land  is 
better  than  the  gold  ofj  Ophir ;  it  is  "  gold  tried  in  the 
fire,  yeay  the  gold  and  filver  cannot  equal  it :"  it  is  better  in  rcr, 
fpe£l  of  perpetuity  \  the  nches  of  thib  world  they  make  them* 
Iblves  wings  and  fly  away,  but  the  richesr  of  glory  they  are  du« 
rable  and  everlafting  ;  heace  Chrift  exhorts  to  provide  for  our- 
felvcs  ^^  bags  that  do  not  (vax  old." 
2dlyy  The  honours  of  that  better  country  are  better  than 
Vol.  II.  T  the 
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the  honours  of  this  world.  What  is  it  to  fwaif  %  fce{|tre  0R 
earth,  in  Tefpe£t  of. "  ruling  the  nations  with  a  rod  of  iron  V^ 
y^hzt  is  it  to  fit  upon  an  earthlv  throne^  in  refpeji  of  fitting 
on  the  fame  throne  with  the  Son  of  God  ?  Ret.  i.ii.  at  the 
clofe.  What  is  it  to  be  an  heir  of  an  Opulent  eftate,  or  of  a 
kingdom  upon  cartli,  in  refpeft  of  behi^  "  heiis  of  God,  and 
joint  heirs  with  Jefus  Chrift,  3^ an  inheritance  that  b  incor* 
ruptible,  and  undefiled  ?**  &c. 

4//;/y,  We  invite  you  to  come  up  to  a  far  more  peaceable 
land  than  is  the  wildernefs  of  this  world.  O  Sirs,  yo«  a.nd  l 
n^ay  know  to  our  experience,  that  this  is  a  fighting  worlds  it 
is  a  place  of  ftrife ;  and  fomc  may  fay  with  Jeremiah,  ••  Wo 
is  me,  my  mother,  that  thou  haft  bom  me  a  man  of  ftrifet 
and  a  man  of  contention  to  the  whole  earth.  Without  are 
fightings,  and  within  are  fears.  Dee^  calleth  unto  deep,  at  tiie 
noife  of  thy  water- fpouts."  We  muft  **  run  with  the  footmcfi, 
contend  with  horfes,"  and  then  go  down  to  the  **  fwelliags  of 
Jordan.''  Bur,  Oh  Sirs,  come  up  frwn  the  wildernefs :  £of 
the  land  beyond  it  is  a  land  of  p^ace  atnd  quiet,  and  evetlaftinK^ 
refl ;  and  this  reft  remaineth  for  the  people  of  Godi^  where  w^rrt 
and  jars,  and  contentions  and  ftrifes,  (hall  eome  to  an  eternal 
end  :  "  They  (hall  enter  into  p^ace  :  they  (hall  reft  in  their 
beds,  each  one  walking  in  his  uprightfiefs.^' 

Sthly^  That  land  beyond  the  wildernefs  is  a  far  more  pure 
and  holy  land  than  this  wildernefs  is.  This  world  cannot  be 
your  refl,  for  it  is  polluted ;  the  inhabitants  of  it  are  of  poUii-- 
ted  lips,  live^  and  hearts ;  and  it  is  hard  for  a  man  to  keep  hji 
garments  cleans  ashe  is  travelling  through  it  to  eternity.  B«€ 
that  land  of  glory  beyond  the  wildernefs,  it  is  the  My  land^m  the 
moft  proper  fenfe  5  for  "  there  can  m  no  wife  enter  into  it  any 
thing  that  defilethj  neither  whatfoetet  worketh  abomination^ 
or  maketh  a  lie*"  All  the  inhabitants  are  fuch  as  have  "  wa(h<^ 
ed  their  hands  in  inhocence,  wafhed  their  garments,  and  made 
them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lam^." 

6/^/jj,  That  land  that  lies  beyOntl  the  wildernefs  is  a  far 
more  durable  land  than  this  is.  Tliits  world  ts  fubje^  to  in> 
numerable  vicifiitu<ies  and  forrow^  }  ti  fertile  land  may  be  turn- 
ed unto  barrennefs,  a  peaceable  laifKi  may  foon  be  turned  utito, 
confufion  ;  the  **  confufed  noife  of  the  wartioT>  and  garmeRt$ 
rolled  in  blood,''  may  be  feen  and  heard  in  it;  and  ere  it  be 
long,  the  whole  vifibie  frame  of  nat^tre  will  beirnhkigcd,  &c. 
l^ut  now  heaven  is  an  abiding  country,  an  abiding  city  •,  it 
V  hath  fonndations,who(e  builder  ancl  maker  is  God.**  IIh:  city 
ef  the  new  Jerufalem  ishvUlt  four/fudrey  toftew  the  {lability  of 
it  i  it  fadeth  not  auayy  and  the  inhabitai.ts  cf  it JlaH go  no  more  eut^ 
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^c    Oh  tken,  be  perfuaded  to  come  up  from  the  wildernefs 
"^o  this  better  country,  the  proper  country  of  the  faints. 

3.  Confider,  by  way  of  motive,  what  a  lightfome  way  is 
^<opcned  from  the  wildernefs  to  that  better  country   that  is 
^above;  and  let  this  invite  you  to  come  up.     The  way  to  hea- 
ven, after  the  breach  of  the  firft  covenant,  was  blocked  up  by 
^e  law  and  juftice  of  God ;  the  offended  majefty  of  heaven 
liad  rolled  mountains  of  fiery  vengeance  in  man's  way  to 
JieaTen;  the  Cherubim  with  his  ^'  flaming  fword,  turning 
every  way,"  rendered  it  altogether  impaflable.     But  O  thanks 
to  the  glorious  Emmanuel,  who  as  the  <<  breaker  has  gone  up 
before  us  i*  he  has  rolled  thefe  mountains  our  of  the  way, 
he  has  opened  up  the  pafiage  from  the  wildernefs  to  Ca- 
naan by  his  death  and  blood;  yea,  he  as  our  King,  Captain,  and 
General,  has  gone  before  us^  Jehovah  is  on  the  bead  if  the  tra- 
veliers  to  glory*     And  therefore  be  encouraged  to  come  up 
from  the  wildernefs,  fet  your  faces  toward  Zion.     And  to  en« 
courage  you,  I  will  give  you  a  few  qualities  of  the  way  you 
have  to  travei. 

\Jl^  It  18  a  nevB  way,  Heb*  z*  ao.  Adam's  way  in  in« 
nocence  by  the  works  of  the  law  is  aboliflied ;  hut  here,  by 
the  gofpel,  there  is  a  new  way  opened;  a  way  that  is  caU 
calate,  not  for  a  righteous  or  innocent  perfon^  but  for  a  (in- 
ner, a  loft  finner ;  and  Chrift  ^*  calls  not  the  righteous,  but/g/f 
'  finners"  of  Adam's  family,  to  take  this  way.  And  then  it 
is  new,  bccaufe  it  never  waxes  ftale,  will  never  be  out  of  re* 
^iieft. 

aiff.  The  way  to  that  better  land  is  a  living  way,  not 
only  becauie  it  leads  to  everlafting  life,  but  a  living  Chrift 
it  the  way :  and  fo  foon  as  ever  a  finner  fcts  the  foot  of 
hitfa  on  this  way,  he  begins  to  live  a  life  of  juftification, 
a  life  of  fanftification,  a  life  of  confolation  \  for  ^'  he  that  hath 
the  Son,  hath  life;  and  whoever  believes  in"  the  name  of 
Chrift,  **  though  he  were  dead,  yet  (hall  he  live,  and  (hall  ne- 
ver come  into  condemnation." 

sijfly,  The  way  to  glory  iis  conftcrated  f$r  ut  ;  the  great 
Gck  has  opened  and  devoted  this  way  for  the  travellers  to 
dory.  The  revelation  of  it  is  to  us,  and  the  revelation 
uom  him  to  walk  in  it  is  to  us.  Oh  then,  let  os  cdme  up  from 
the  wildernefs,  fince  God  had  a  view  to  your  faltetzon  in  open- 
ing it. 

4/iS/f,  The  way  is  ^free  way ;  it  is  free  to  all  comers ;  it  is 
like  the  king'a  high- way,  that  every  man  has  a  prlriiege  to  waUa 
in :  ^  Whofocver  will,  let  him  come  and  take  the  water  of  life 
kcdj/'  And  then  it  id  free,  in  regard  that  the  traveller  has 
his  Gbaxges  bome^and  every  thing  needful  for  carrying  bim  on 

laid 
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laid  to  his  hand,  "  without  money,  ^nd  without  price.**  AH 
fulnefs  is  in  the  way,  and  "  out  of  this  fulncfs  wc  all  do  receive, 
and  grace  for  grace." 

^thyy  It  is  a  cleanly  and  a  holy  way  :  If  xxxv.  8.  **  An  high* 
way  fhall  be  there,  and  a  way,  and  it  (hall  be  called  the  way 
of  holinefs  ;  the  unclean  (hall  not  pafs  over  it.'*  The  way  of 
believing  in  Chriil,  as  it  is  the  iirfl:  and  fundamental  a^  of 
obedienbe  to  the  law  of  God,  fo  it  is  a  fpring  of  holinefs 
an^d  obedience  to  all  the  other  commands  of  God ;  'hence  all 
true  obedience  is  called  the  obedience  of  faith*  The  man  that 
IS  heartily  engaged  in  the  way  of  believing,  he  has  his  **  heart 
fprinkled  from  an  evil  confcience,  and  his  body  wafhed  with 
pure  water ;"  and  his  daily  work  is  to  cleanfe  himfelf  from  all 
filthinefs  of  the  flefh  and  fpirit,  perfefiing  holinefs  in  the  fear 
of  the  Lord." 

6/A/p,  It  is  ^fafe  way,  in  which  you  come  up  from  the  wiU 
derneU  ;  for  "  the  wayfaring  man,  though  a  fool,  (hall  not  err 
therein.  Though  he  may  fall,  yet  he  (hall  arifc  ;  for  the  Lord 
uphold^  him  with  his  hand."  The  Lord  is  the  mt,Ti*zJirengtbi 
and  therefore  *^  he  (hall  hold  on  his  way,  and  wax  (Ironger  and 
ftronger,"  till  he  come  to  Zion* 

'jthly.  It  is  z  pleafant  wzy  :  Prov.  iii.  17.  "  Wifdom's  ways 
are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace.''  And 
how  can  it  be  but  pleafant  ?  for  here  is  every  thing  needful 
to  the  traveller.  Here  is  meat  for  the  hungry  traveller :  **  I 
am  the  bread  of  life."  Here  is  drink  for  the  thirfty,  even 
**  the  water  of  life,  iifuing  from  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the 
Lamb."  Here  is  clothing,  yea, '"  white  raiihcnt,"  and  the 
**  garment  of  falvation,"  for  the  naked  foul.  Here  is  light  to 
the  foul  in  darknefs  :  "  The  Lord  (hall  be  thy  everlafting  light, 
and  thy  God  thy  glory.'*  Here  is  a  (hadowy  reft  to  the  tra- 
veller when  he  ia  weary  :  **  I  fat  down  under  his  ihadow 
with  great  delight.  The  Lord  is.  thy  (hade  upon  thy  right 
hand.  The  fun  (hall  not  fmite  thee  by  day ;  nor  the  moon 
by  night."  Here  in  this  way  you  have  a  good  guide  to  lead 
you,  one  who  **  leads  the  blind  in  the  way  they  know  not,** 
and  who  at  every  turn  is  crying,  "  This  is.  the  way,  walk  ye 
in  it."  And  that  which  contributes  much  to  render  it  plea- 
fant is,  that  the  way  is  well  beaten,  it  is  a  trodden  path,  and 
you  have  a  whole  cloud>  an  innumerable  company  of  travellers, 
both  going  before  you,  and  coming  after  you,  and  going  along 
with  you  :  Hcb.  xii.  i.  "  Wherefore^  feeing  we  are'  compafi*- 
ed  about  with  fo  great  a  cloud  of  witneiles,  let  us  run  tlie 
race,"  &c. 

Bthly,  The  Way  that  comes  up  from:  the  wildeme(s  to 
the  land  of  glory  is  a  ftaceable  and  a  qukt  way.     There  is 

^nothing 
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nothing  but  noife  and  din,  and  perpetual  difturbance  in  the 
ways  of  fin,  and  the  way  of  the  men  of  this  w.orld.  But 
Oh  there  is  pcrfcft  peace  in  this  way  that  leads  to  Zion  : 
Jf.  xxvL  3.  '*  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  pcrfeft  peace,  whofe 
mind  is  ilayed  on  thee  :  bccaufe  he  trufteth  in  thcc."  Indeed 
you  may  and  will  have  didurb^nces  from  without,  **  In  the 
world  ye  (hall  have  tribulation  v"  but  all  the  noife  and  dif^  urb- 
ances  from  without  cannot  mar  the  quiet  the  foul  has  witrin  \ 
no,  no ;  *'  In  me  ye  (hall  have  peace :  be  of  good  cheer,  for  I 
lave  overcome  the  world."  Thus  you  fee,  that  every  thing  in- 
Tites  you  to  come  up  from  the  wildernefs  towards  that  better 
country  that  is  above. 

1  (hall  conclude  this  exhortation  with  a  few  words  by  way 
of  counfel  and  advice.  If  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  you  have 
a  mind  to  come  up  from  the  wildernefs  towards  the  land  of 
glory  above,  then  take  the  few  following  advices. 

1.  Keep  your  eyes  (ixed,  as  you  come  up  from  the  wil* 
dernefsj  upon  an  invifible  God,  on  the  glorious  Emmanuel, 
upon  the  unerring  rule  of  the  word,  upon  a  well-ordered  cove- 
nant, upon  the  cloud  of  witnefTes  that  have  gone  before  you, 
and  on  the  glorious  land  that  lies  on  the  other  fide  of  the  wil« 
dernefs. 

2.  Another  advice  I  give  you  is.  If  you  would  make  your 
journey  cofAfortable,  or  ever  arrive  at  the  end  of  it,  ftudy  to 
keep  in  with  thefe  three. 

\fl^  Keep  10  with  God,  do  nothing  that  may  provoke 
kim  to  hide  his  face ;  for  if  you  do,  it  will  coft  you  dear, 
you  will  walk  in  darknefs  through  the  wildernefs.  fiut  Oh, 
"  in  his  favour  is  life  ;"  every  blink  of  his  countenance  exhi- 
liraces  the  fpirits,  and  then  *^  the  joy.  of  the  Lord  is  the  foul's 
ftrength,"  &c. 

iMj^  Keep  in  with  confcience :  *^  This  is  our  rejoicing,  the 
teftimony  of  a  good  confcience,  that  in  fimplicity  and  godly 
fincerity^  not  with  fle(hly  wifdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  God,  we 
have  had  our  converfation  in  the  world,"  &c. 

3<£(f,  Keep  in  with  them  that  fear  God,  and  cleave  to  the 
word  of  his  teftimony  \  keep  clofe  with  your  fellow-travellers 
that  are  bound  for  Zion.  *^  My  delight  (fays  David)  is  with 
the  faints,  the  excellent  ones  of  the  earth,"  &c. 

3.  There  are  fomc  things  that  you  fliould  endeavour  to  keep 
nnd^r  your  foot,  if  you  would  come  up  from  the  wildernefs  to 
the  heavenly  Canaan. 

1^,  The  moon  of  this  world.  Rev.  xii.  i.  If  it  be  got 
Into  your  head  and  heart,  it  will  be  fure  to  turn  you  out 
€>f  the  way ;  for  "  the  fricndfhip  of  this  world  is  enmity  with 

God: 
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God  :  If  any  man  lore  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not 
in  him." 

l^/fi  Carnal  policy  and  wifdom ;  for  the  wifdom  of  this 
world  is  bnt  folly  to  God.  Paul,  <<  whenever  it  pleafed  God 
to'  reveal  his  Son  in  him,  immediately  he  confults  not  with  fleih 
and  blood.**  It  is  faid  of  Babylon,  that  her  wifdom  and  under* 
ftanding/r^rv^Z/rfhcr  5  efpecially  it  perverts  hs  in  the  things  of 
Chrift,  and  is  like  to  ruin  the  intcreils  of  Chrift  in  the  bnd  at 
this  day. 

3d/p,  Self-righteoufqcfs,  let  that  be  Tcept  under  your  feetv 
for  this  mined  the  poor  Jews,  and  brought  on  a  fentence  of 
excommunication  upon  them,  whereby  they  were  caft  out  o£ 
the  church  of  God  :  *«  They  went  about  to  eftablifti  their  own 
righteoufnefs,  and  would  not  fubmit  unto  therighteoufnefaof 
God;"  and  fo  Chrift  himfelf  became  zjlumbling-ftmif  and  a  rock 
of  offence, 

4tilyf  Keep  the  luft  and  corruption  of  the  heart  under 
your  feet.  This  will  keep  you  in  continual  work ;  for  **  the 
flefh  lufteth  againft  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spirit  againft  the 
fiefli.'*  Paul  had  much  ado  widi  a  body  of  fin  and  drath^ 
Rom.  vii.  We  muft  ''crucify  the  ile(h,  with  the  aiPeOiont 
and  lufts  thereof."  If  we  live  after  the  flefh,  we  ihaU  die  $ 
but  if  we  through  Che  Spirit  do  mortify  the  deedd  of  the  bcidy^ 
we  fhall  live.* 

Sth/yy  Keep  at  a  diftance  from  the  infe^lioa  of  bad  company. 
Say,  with  Jacob, "  O  my  foul  come  not  thou  into  their  focret ; 
unto  their  afllismbly,  mine  honour  be  not  thou  united  ifir  evil       fj 
communications  corrupt  good  manners.**  Si 

The  iq^  advicice  1  give  is,  t6  follow  the  example  of  the  [  r^ 
fpoufe  here  in  the  text^  to  come  up  from  ihe  wider ne/s,  leaning  om  ^ 
the  beloved,  living  a  life  of  faith  on  the  Son  of  God«  But  this  i\ 
leads  to  tht/ecand  branch  of  the  doArine. 


THE  SUBSTANCE  OF  SOME  DISCOURSES  UPON  THE 
SAME  TEXT,  AT  STIRLING. 

Cant.  vlii.  ^.-^Who  is  this  that  eometh  up  from  the  wildemefsf 
leaning  upon  her  Beloved  ? 

THE  doArine  infifted  upon  from  tbefe  words  at  anothet* 
occafion  was*  That  it  is  ihe  commendable  pra^ice  of  a  foul 
truly  efpoufed  unto  Chrift,  to  come  up  from  the  wildernefs  of  this 
worlds  towards  the  land  of  reft  and  glory  above  ^faying  and  refiing 
"A/)«  him  as  their  beloved. 

Here 


f 
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Here  I  endeaTouredi 

I;  To  gife  the  charafber  of  a  foul  trnlfefpoufed  to  Clirift, 
drawn  from  the  context. 

II.  I  fpake  of  this  world,  under  the  notion  of  a  nvilder" 

III.  Shewed  what  it  impoVted  in  die  fpoufe't  cnning  tjp 
from  the  wilder nefi. 

Thefe  particulars,  I  fay,  were  difcourfed,  and  this  firftr 
Iraoch  ot  the  dodrine  applied  in  feveral  ufes ;  the  reafons 
of  this  branch  of  the  dodrine  being  adduced  in  the  applica- 
tion, by  way  of  motive  to  perfuade  tinners  to  turn  their  bacic 
on  die  wildernefs,  and  to  come  up  towards  the  promifed  Ca« 
naan  above* 

IV.  I  proceed  now  to  the  pcond  branch  of  the  text  and 
ido&rine,  which  was  the  fourth  thing  in  the  method,  namely, 
to  J^ak  a  little  of  the  fpQufis  poftun  in  comings  up  from  the 
nmldirnifs  /  flie  comes  leaning  on  her  beloved,  ii  is  the  life 
of  faith  upon  the  Son  of  God  that  is  here  intended.  And 
this  cxpteffiott  of  faith  it  implies  thefe  particulars  follow- 
ing. 

X.  The  fpoufe's  weaknefs  and  inability  in  herfelf  to  grapple 
with  the  difficulties  of  her  way  through  the^  wildemeCB ;  that 
flie  could  never  furmount  them  by  the  ftrength  of  natuTtl,  or 
yet  j6(  any  created  grace  in  her.  Man  in  his  natural  ftate  i« 
wholly  wthout Jlrength  ;  fo  difabled  by  the  fall,  that  he  has  no 
power  for  any  thing  that  is  fpiritually  good :  yea,  bslievers 
themfelves,  though  they  have  received  a  newftockof  fupcmatu- 
Tal  grace,  yet  this  inherent  grace  of  theirs  is  fuch  a  feeble  crea- 
ture, and  the  oppofition  it  meets  with  from  corruption  within, 
9Qd  temptation  and  affli£bion  without,  is  fo  ftrong,  it  could 
^  never  bear  the  believer  through  his  wildemefs  work  and  war- 
fare, without  continual  fupplies  of  (Irength  from  the  glorious 
^eaid,  in  whom  dwells  all  hilnefe  of  grace  and  truth,  of  merit 
and  fpirit.  Hence  Paul,  though  he  had  received  a  very  large 
xneafure  of  grace  from  Chrift,  yet  declares,  that  he  was  not 
JiifficientofhmiAitothinkas  o^himfeif,  but  Yi\%  fufficiency  and 
ability  was  oftheLpr4*  So,  whenever  a  believer  begins  to 
diink  th^t  his  mountain  (lands  ftrong  through  the  ftrength  of 
any  grace  he  has  received,  prefently  the  Loid  withdraws  the 
influence,  and  fuffers  him  to  find  his  weaknefs  and  inability, 
that  he  may  not  truft  in  himfelf,  but  in  him  who  is  "  the 
ftrength  of  Ifrael."     And  therefore, 

2.  The  expreflion  of  leaning  on  her  beloved^  it  implies,  that 
however  weak  and  infufficient  flic  <Vas  in  herfelf,  yet  there 
was  almighty  ftrength  in  her  Huiband  and  (lead,  on  whom  (he 

leaned. 
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leaned.  Chrift  is  the  "  ftrength  of  the  poor  ind  needy  In 
their  idiftrefs  ;  he  is  the  glory  of  their  ftrength,  the  power  of 
God»  the  man  of  his  right  hand,  whom  he  hath  made  ftroog' 
for"  the  deGgns  of  his  glory  in  our  falvation.  '^  I  have  laid 
help  (fays  the  Lord)  upon  one  who  is  mighty/'  The  arm  of 
Jehovah  is  through  him  reached  forth  to  help,  and  ftrengthen, 
and  uphold  the  believer  in  his  wildernefs  difficulties;  and- 
therefore  he  goes  in  this  his  might,  faying,  with  Paul,  **  I  can 
do  all  things  through  Chrift  ftrengthening  me." 

3.  This  4eaning  on  her  beloved  implies  a  blefled  knowledge 
or  acquaintance  with  the  Lord  Jefus*  She  had  got  a  faving 
discovery  of  him  by  the  word  and  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  which 
induced  her  to  lean  upon  him  ;  for  we  do  not  ufe  to  lean  upon 
an  letter  ftranger,  of  whom  we  have  no  knowledge.  The 
foundation  of  faith  is  bid  in  knowledge,  not  (imply  in  a  head- 
knowledge  attained  by  external  revelation,  for  there  are  many 
learned  unbclievcjra  5  but  in  a  heart-knowledge.  "  The  light 
of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the  fccc  of  Jefuft 
Chrift,"  is  made  to  **  fliine  into  the  heart ;"  and  this  is  the 
very  beginning  of  wifdom ;  hence  Paul  defcribes  his  firft  con-  * 
verfion  by  it.  Gal.  i.  "  It  pleafed  God  to  reveal  his  Son  in. 
me."  And  the  promife  of  faith,  that  radical  grace,  is  exprcfl^ 
ed  by  knowledge  :  "  1  will  give  them  an  heart  to  knovv  mc, 
that  I  am  the  Lord :  They  (hall  know,  and  follow  on  to 
know"  him,  till  they  arrive  at  a  mid-day  vifion  and  fruition  of 
him  in  glory. 

^.  The  cxpreflion  implies,  not  only  knowledge,  but  intima- 
cy and  familiarity ;  for  we  ufe  to  lean  upon  them  with  whom 
we  are  intimately  acquainted.  **  Truly  (fays  the  apoftle 
John)  our  fellowihip  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Son* 
Jefus  Chrift."  The  whole  book  of  the  Song  is  defigned  to  de- 
fcribe  this  fellowihip  between  Chrift  and  the  believing  foul : 
they  who  know  it  in  an  experimental  way,  will  be  ready  to  fay, 
with  the  fpoufe,  "  His  left  hand  was  under  my  head,  and  his 
right  hand  did  embrace  me  :  he  brought  me  to  his  banqueting 
houfe,  and  his  banner  over  me  was  love."  There  is  more 
real  pleafure  and  fatisfadien  in  one  moment  of  fellowihip 
with  the  Lord,  than  in  all  the  pleafures  of  fin,  which  are 
but  for  a  feafon  :  hence  David,  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  10.  "  One  day  in 
thy  courts  is  better  than  a  thoufand  2  I  had  rather  be  a  door- 
keeper in  the  houfe  of  my  God,  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of 
wickednefs." 

5.  This  leaning  pofture  implies  Chrift's   nearnefs  to  the 

fpoufe ;  for  we  cannot  well  lean  upon  a  perfon  that  is  at  a  dif- 

tance.     True,  indeed,  Ghrift   was  at  a  great  diftance  from 

^he  fpoufe  as  to  his  corporeal  piefence,  for  he  was  not  yet 

2  come 
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•rrbihe  in  the  flefh ;  and  now,  under  the  New  icitimcnt  dif- 
^enfation,  he  is  gone  within  the  vail,  and  the  heavens  are  to 
'^^  contain  htm  until  the  time  of  the  reftitution  of  all  things.'* 


ut  jtt  faith  has  a  way  of  bringing  Chriit  near,  and  of  taking 
.^im  up  in  the  word  of  promife,  and  fo  leaning  on  him  by  vir- 
tue of  his  word.     Add  therefore,  *'  fay  not  in  thine  heartj  Who 
-^hall  bring  Chrift  down  froni  above  ifor  the  word  is  nigh  thee 
^sven  in  thy  inouth,  and  in  thy  heart ;  that  is  the  word  of  faith 
*^7hich  we  preach;"  Sirs^  though  Chrift  be  afcended  as  to  his  hu» 
sman  nature  far  above  all  heavens,  yet  he  is  as  muchprefent  to 
faith,  as  though  his  body  were  (till  upon  earth;  **  Lo,  I  am 
^with  you  alway  even  unto  tht  end  of  che  world:*'  and  accbrding- 
ly,  faith  eyeing  him  in  the  word  of  faith,  leans  on  him,  as  one 
that  is  not  afar  off,  but  near  at  hand. 

6*  It  implies  a  trufting,  refting,  or  reciimbeney  of  her  foul 
upon  him,  under  all  her  weights  and  burdens,  which  (he  rolls 
over  on  Chrift :  Pfal.  Iv.  22.  *'  Caft  thy  burden  upon  the  Lord» 
and  he  (hall  fuftain  thee."  Matth.  xi.  28.  ^'  Come  unto  nie^ 
all  ye  that  labour,  and  are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  gife  you 
reft  unto  jour  fouls.^'  Pfal.  xxxvii.  7.  <<  Reft  in  the  Lord,  and 
wait  patiently  for  him."  As  the  feeble  wife  leans  on  her  huf<- 
bnd,  or  the  weak  child  on  its  parent,  with  confidence  that  hfe 
will  fupport  him  ;  fo  the  believing  foul  leans  or  relcs  on  Chrift, 
with  a  perfuafion  of  fupport  and  through-bearing ;  that  ac- 
cording to  his  promife,  he  will  Jlrengtbeit^  help\  and  Uphold  to 
the  end,  *'  with  the  right-hand  of  his  righteoufnefs." 

7.  It  implies,  that  there  is  fomething  in  Chrift  that  the  hand 
or  arm  of  faith  ftays  and  leans,  upon,  as  we  come  up  from  the 
wildernefs.  Sometimes  faith  ftays  itfelf  on  the  perfon  of 
Chrift,  as  he  is  ''  Emmanuel,  God  with  us  ;"  fometimes  upon 
his  love,  which  paiTeth  knowledge,  Pfal.  xxxvi.  7.  "  How 
excellent  is  thy  loving  kindnefs,  O  God !  therefore  the  child- 
Ten  of  men  put  their  truft  under  the  (hadow  of  thy  wings." 
Sometimes  it  ftays  itfelf  upon  his  name  ;  for  **  they  that  know 
iix  name  will  put  their  truft  in  him  :"  fometimes  on  his  mif- 
fion,  as  the  "  fent  of  God,  the  great  Apoftle  of  our  profcflion  i" 
it  takes  him  up  as  God's  legate,  his  ambaflador-extraordinary, 
fent  to  feek  and  to  fave  that  which  was  loft.  It  leans  upon  his 
general  office  as  Mediator^  for  peace  and  reconciliation  with 
God ;  upon  his  prophetical  office,  for  inftru6lion  and  illumina- 
tion in  the  knowledge  of  the  myfterits  of  the  kingdom ;  upon 
hi^priejlly  office,  for  reconciliation  and  acceptance  ^  upon  his 
regal  or  kingly  office,  for  fanftification  and  deliverance  from 
the  power  ot  Cn  and  Satan.  It  leans  upon  his  fulhcfs  for 
a  fupply  of  all  wants,  believing  that  that  fulnefs  of  grace 
(hat  is  in  him  is  to  be  communicated  \  for  *^  he  received  gifts 
VoL.n*  XJ  for 
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for  men  I  even  for  the  rebellious,  that  the  l^mtA  God  might 
dwell  among  us."  It  fometimes  leans  upon  the  relations  that 
Chrift  is  come  under  to  his  people  in  the  word,  as  ^frimi^  a 
foimplhry  a  phyjlciatiy  a  leader  and  commander.  You  tee  here, 
that  the  fpoufe  comes  up  from  the  ^ildemefs  leaning  on  him 
in  the  relation  of  a  bridegroom  and  hujbani.  But  of  thefe  things 
I  may  difcourfe  more  fully  in  the  applicatioit. 

I  fhould  next  give  the  reafons  of  this  branch  of  the  doo- 
trihe>  why  it  is  that  the  believer  comes  up  from  the  wil- 
dernefs  leaning  on  her  beloved ;  but,  as  I  did  in  the  formi 
branch,  I  (hall  improve  them  5»s  motives  to  enforce  the  ex— — 
hortation  which  I  have  in  view  from  this  branch  of  the  doc- 
trine. 

And  the  Exhortation  is,  to  follow  the  commendaWc  prafBcc^^ 
of  the  fpoufe,  in  coming  up  from  the  wildernefs  of  this  world^^ 
towards  the  land  of  glory,  leaning  on  him  as  your  beloved  ^^ 
or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  in  other  words,  Study,  v^hile  yoiT- 
are  travellers  on  the  earth,  to  live  by  faitK  on  the  Son  of  God..^ 
This  was  the  praftice  of  Paul,  the  great  apoftle  of  the  Gentiles^^ 
Gal.  ii.  20.  **  I  am  crucified  with  Chrifl: ;  Neverthelefs  I  live  ^f' 
yet  not  f,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me  :  and  tfie  life  which  I  «ow-^ 
Jive  in  the  flefli,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God,  wbt^ 
loved  me,  and  gave  himfelf  for  me."    This  was  the  prafiice  o£^ 
that  cloud  of  witnefles  who  have  travelled  to  g^ory  before  us^ 
Hcb.  xi.  13.  "  Thefe  all  died  in  faith,  not  having  received  ihe^ 
promifes,  but  having  fcen  them  afar  off,  and  were  perfuaded  o^" 
them,  and  embraced  them,  and  confeffed  that  they  wercftran-— ' 
gers  and  pilgrims  on  the  earth." 

But  no^,  in  purfuing  this  exhortation  a  little,  I  fhali, 

1.  Endeavour  to  illuftratc  and  clear  it,  in  anfwering  a  fevr  "* 
queftions. 

2.  Enforce  it  with  a  few  motives. 

3.  Conclude  with  a  few  dircftions. 

1. 1  would  illuftrate  this  exhortation^  by  anfwering  a 
queftions.     And 

Ih^Jirft  queftion  which  may  be  offereid  is  this  :  You  exhort 
\is  to  a  life  of  faith  on  Chrift  ;  but  pray  tell  us,  in  the  firft  place^ 
what  it  is  to  live  upon  him  by  faith,  and  what  influence  faith 
has  upon  our  journey  while  in  the  wildernefs  r 

This  queftion  was  in  fome  meafure  anfwered  already,  in 
giving  the  import  of  the  exprefTion  in  the  text,  the  fpoufe's 
leaning  on  her  beloved.  I  (hall  further  add,  that  this  life  of 
faith,  it  does  not  lie  in  one  fingle  a£l;  of  believing,  but  in  the 
continuation  of  faith  or  believing  through  the  whole  xourfe  of 
^our  life  in  the  world  :  "  The  life  I  live  in  the  flefti,"  that  is, 
while  1  am  in  the' body,  *'  is  by  faith  on  the  Son  of  God.*' 

Some 
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Some  are  read^  to  imagiiie»  that,  when  they  have  once  belie- 
^ved  in  Chrifty  they  have  no  more  ado  but  to  look  back  on 
"Vheir  firft  clofiiifr  with  Chriil ;  ami  upon  that  aci  of  faith  they 
Ted,  as  their  f^cuiity  for  life  and  faivation,  u-ishouc  any  grcVc 
concern  to  repeat  and  renew  it.     I  ann  afraid,  if  this  br^  youi* 
*way  of  doin^,  you  are  yet  ilr^ngers  both  to  faith  in  the  liiih 
and  afitr  a£lin^fl  of  it.     Men  are  called  believers,  not  becaufi::- 
they  have  put  forth  one  tingle  a£t  of  faitli,  but  DcCiUfc  liuy 
:arc  or  fliould  be  continually  believin|r,     it  is  true,  the  iir^b  act 
of  faith  tiea  the  knot  between  Chrilt  and  the  fuul,  th.it  Hull 
2)ever  be  loofed  through  eternity  ;  but  where  this  a«ll  of  Ui:a 
3ia5  been  exerted,  there  will  be  frequent  attempts  tow^r^u  tlu-. 
Tepetition  of  it.     Faith  n  called  an   *'  eating  the  llcih,  niuL 
drinking  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  man,"     Now,  you  know,  ic 
as  not  a  man's  taking  one  tingle  meal  in  hii  wliole  life  th.tc 
neill   fabiift  his   body,  but  ha   mud   be   eating   and   drlnk- 
Sng  every  day,  and  frequently  through  the  day,  other  wife  hi:» 
natural  life  would  fQon  languifli :  fo  here,  thare  mult  be  a  con- 
tinual feeding  upon  the  incarnation  and  fitisfadlion  of  Cliriit, 
in  order  to  the  prefervation  and  maintenance  of  the  fpiricual 
life  of  the  foul ;  the  life  of  the  foul  can  no  more  be  maintain- 
ed by  one  a£t  of  faith,  than  the  life  of  the  body  can  be  main- 
tained by  one  meal  for  any  long  fpace  of  time.     Faith  is  call- 
ed 8  *^  drawing  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation,"  If.  xii.  3. 
It  will  not  do  our  bufinefs  to  come  once  to  the  well,  the  wat&r 
in  the  ciftern  will  foon  be  fpent ;  and  therefore  we  mult  uc 
daily  coming  back  to  the  fountain  for  new  water :  fo  here, 
the  life  of  faith  is  a  continual  coming  to  Chrilt,  and  a  ^^  re- 
ceiving out  of  his  fulnefs  grace  for  grace."     Grace  received 
into  the  yeflfel  of  the  foul  wiJl»  like  water,  foon  itagiiate  by 
reafon  of  the  corruption  of  die  velTei,  and  it  will  foon  be  fpent ; 
what  we  get  this  day  will  not  ferve  us  the  next :  and  therefore 
there  muft  be  a  continual  application  to  him  for  new  fupply,  a 
continued  drawing  '^  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvacion.'* 
The  branches  live  every  day  upon  their  root ;  the  branches 
draw,  and  the  root  communicates  Up  unto. them  for  their 
nourifliment  and  growth :  fo  here,  ^<  As  the  branch  cannot 
bear  fruit  of  itfelf,  except  it  abide  in  the  vine ;  no  more  can 
ye  (fays  Chrift)  except  ye  abide  in  me."     This  continued  be- 
lieving in  Chriit  is  called  (Col.  ii.  19.}  a  ^<  holding  the  head, 
from  which  the  whole  body,  as  by  joints  and  b«»nd3,  having 
nourifliment  miniltered,  and  knit  together,  incrcafeth  with 
the  increafe  of  God."     The  members  of  the  natural  body, 
they  arc  continually  receiving  life,  and  fpirit,  and  conduct, 
from  their  head  ;  fo,  by  the  faith  of  God's  operation,  where- 
by we   are  united  to  Cl^rift,  we   are   continualiy  receiving 

ilui: 
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that  grace  and  fulncfs  that  is  in  him,  *^  till  wc  come  uota 
a  perfcft  man,  unto  the  meafure  of  the  (lature  of  the  fulnefs 
of  Chrift."  And  this  is  the  life  of  faith  that  I  exhort  you  to, 
in  order  to  your  comfortable  journey  through  the  wildemefs 
of  this  world. 

There  arc  two  ways  by  which  your  life  will  be  maintained 
and  nourifhcd  from  Chrift  through  eternity ;  one  in  this 
world,  and  another  in  the  world  to  come.  So  lonp  as  we 
arc  in  this  world,  we  arc  like  children  in  the  mother^s  belly, 
entirely  nourilhed  and  uiaintained  by  faith,  (like  the  (Iring  by 
which  we  are  nouriftied  in  our  mother's  belly),  which  fucks  in 
the  life,  righteoufnefs,  and  fulnefs  of  Chrift  into  the  foul :  but 
no  fooner  do  we  pafs  out  of  tliis  world  into  the  life  of  glory, 
but  the  ftring  of  faith  is  cut,  and  then  we  come  to  be  ncurifhed 
another  way,  namely,  by  immediate  vifion  of  the  Lord.  A» 
the  child  is  nourilhed  in  the  womb  till  it  is  fully  ripe  for  the 
birth  ;  fo  faith  nouriflics  the  foul  till  it  be  fully  ripe  for  glory; 
nnd  then  faith  is  turned  into  full  fruition,  and  immediate  en- 
joyment. 

To  ilhiftrate  this  matter,  I  fliall  in  a  few  particulars 
iliow  the  influence  that  faith  has  through  the  whole  of  the 
ChriPtian's  work  and  warfare  in  the  wildernefs,  from  firft  to 
laft. 

I.  It  is  faith  that  gives  the  foul  the  firft  ken  of  Chrift,  and 
of  the  way  of  falvation  through  him;  it  is  the  eye  that  firft  fpies 
liim  out,  as  the  all-fufficient  Saviour  provided  by  God  the  Fa- 
ther. When  the  poor  foul  has  been  as  it  were  beaten,  bat- 
tered, and  tofled  among  the  waves  and  tempcfts  of  law-ter- 
rors, and  apprehenfions  of  eternal  wrath  and  vengeance,  in 
^vhich  cafe  it  has  been  as  it  were  cafting  its  moft  valuable 
goods  overboard,  its  own  righteoufnefs,  mprality,  civility,  its 
duties,  abilities,  legal  attainments,  and  every  thing  elfe  :  now, 
while  the  foul  is  in  this  condition,  every  moment  expefting  to 
'oe  fwallowed  up  in  the  great  deeps  of  the  fea  of  God's  wrath, 
faith  as  it  were  fteps  up  to  the  top  of  the  maft,  and  gets  a  view 
of  Chrift,  and  of  falvation  in  him ;  and  thereupon  the  poor 
ibul  cries  out,  Oh  there  is  Chrift,  let  me  get  aboard  of  him  $ 
Oh  there  is  the  Rock  of  ages,  I  will  venture  my  all  upon  him  ; 
Oh  there  is  a  ftrong  hold  and  a  refuge,  I  will  flee  in  iinto  him; 
Oh  •'  this  is  my  reft,  here  will  I  dwell,  for  my  foul  Ukes  it 
well.*'  Thus,  I  fay,  it  is  by  faith  that  we  firft  enter  into  a 
It  ate  of  grace,  peace,  and  lighteoufaefs  ;  according  to  that 
word  of  the  apoftle,  Rom.  v,  2.  **  We  have  accefs  by  faith 
into  this  grace  wherein  we  ftand."  When  the  foul  was  fur- 
rounded  with  nothing  but  the  black  thoughts  of  defpair  and 
ruin,  faith  lands  the  foul  in  a  fafc  harbpur :  therefore  f*  he 
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tliat  hath  believed"  is  faid  to  have  "  entered  into  his  red,'* 
Ileb.  iv. 

2.  It  is  by  faith  that  the  union  is  made  up  between  Chrid  and 
:us.  Indeed  there  is  a  radical  union  chat  we  have  with  Chrift 
Icforc  faith;  for  he  takes  hold  of  us  6rft  by  his  Spirit,  before 
^e  take  hold  of  him  by  faith  :  but  yet  the  union  is  made  up 
«n  our  part  by  faith,  it  is  that  which  ties  the  marriage- knot. 
It  is  not  love,  but  confent,  that  makes  marriage  between  man 
and  woman  :  fo  here,  it  is  the  foul's  coming  off  from  the  law, 
and  all  other  huibands ;  its  coming  off  from  its  own  righteouf- 
aiefs,  and  fubmitting  unto  Chrid  as  a  Saviour*  a  Hufband,  and 
a  Surety ;  this  is  it  chat  makes  up  the  union,  and  this  is  done 
by  faith.  There  are  two  things  that  marry  Chrid  and  the  foul 
together,  as  is  plain  from  Hof.  ii.  19.  20.  The  fird  is  on  God'« 
part ;  he  fays  to  us  in  the  covenant,  and  by  his  Spirit,  "  I  will 
betrothe  thee  unto  me  in  faithfulnefs,  and  in  loving  kindnefs:" 
there,  I  fay,  is  God's  part.  But  what  is  it  on  our  part  that 
makes  the  marriage  ?  It  follows,  ^^  and  thou  (halt  know  the 
luOtAy*  that  is,  thou  (halt  believe  in  him ;  for  this  is  the  way 
that  faith  is  very  commonly  exprcfled  by  in  the  Old  Tedament, 
viz.  by  the  koowiedge  of  the  Lord.  It  is  faith  that  brings 
Chrid  unto  the  heart,  and  reveals  him  to  the  foul  in  all  his  glo* 
ry  and  excellency. 

3.  As  union,  fo  our  communion  with  Chrid  is  by  faith* 
There  are  two  things  requifite  in  order  to  our  having  fellow- 
ihip  with  another  5  the  hrd  is,  to  make  the  perfon  real  and 
prefent ;  and  the  fecond  is,  to.  have  a  familiar  accefi  with 
boldoefs  unto  him.     Now,  it  is  faith  that  doth  both  thefc. 
(i.)  It  is  faith  that  makes  God  in  t^hrid  prefent  unto  the 
foul :  for  it  "  fees  him  who  is  invifible  :"  yea,  it  brings  Chrid 
and  God  in  him,  down  from  heaven  unto  the  heart ;  hence 
Chrid  is  faid  to  "  dwell  in  our  hearts  by  faith."     It  is  not  love 
that  can  make  another  perfon  prefent ;  it  may  indeed  fet  the 
fancy  a-work  to  frame  the  picture  and  image  of  the  pi^rfon 
beloved  ;  but  it  is  only  faith  that  can  view  God  in  Chriil  as 
prefent  in  and  with  the  foul.     And  then,  (2.)  It  is  faith  that 
gives  us  familiarity  and  boldnefs  of  acccfs  unto  the  Lord  : 
liph.  iii.  1 2.   **  In  whom  we  hive  boldnefs  and  accefs  widi 
confidence  by  the  faith  of  him."     And,  2  Cor.  iii.  18.  "  Be- 
holding him  with  open  face,"  we  come  to  him  ;  "  with  open 
face,"  that  is,  with  con6dencc  and  boldnefs:  Pfal.  xxxiv.  5. 
"  They  looked  unto  him,  and  were  lightened ;"  and  what  fol- 
lows  ?  **  Their  faces  were  not  adiamed  ;"  that  is,  when  they 
viewed  Chrid  by  faith,  they  had  boldnefs  of- accefs  unto  God 
in  him.      The  communion  that  we  have  with  Chrift  is  fre«* 
quently  compared  unto  eating  and  drinking,  John  vi.  becaufe 
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it  18  faith  alone  that  fetches  nourifhmcnt  from  Chrili:}  tnd 
makes  a  perfon  to  find  the  fweetncfs  that  is  in  him,  and  draws 
virtue  from  him :  and  thus  it  has  the  moft  clofe  and  intimate 
union  and  communion  with  him^  infomuch  chat  he  is  one  with 
the  foul)  and  the  foul  one  with  him. 

4.  As  faith  brings  us  into  union  and  comftaunton  witK 
Chrift,  fo  faith  brings  the  Spirit  of  Qod  down  into  the  heart- 

1  own  indeed,  that,  in  the  work  of  regeneration  and  conver-. 
fion,  he  is  like  the  rain,  that  <'  waits  not  for  the  fons  of  men  j" 
he  comes  unfent  for,  or  unfought  for  \  *'  he  is  found  of  thentk 
that  feek  him  not  *,"  faith  has  no  indrumentality  there  s  faith 
itfelf  is  a  part  of  the  new  creature,  that  is  formed  by  the  hand 
of  the  Spirit.  .  But,  I  fay,  faith  brings  the  Spirit  into  the 
heart,  as  a  Spirit  of  fan£titication,  and  of  confolation,  £ph.  i^ 
1 3.  <<  In  whom  alfo,  after  that  ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed  with 
the  holy  Spirit  of  promife"  Gal.  iii,  14.  we  are  faid  to  "  re- 
ceive the  promil'e  of  the  holy  Spirit  through  faith.'*  All  the 
fulnefs  of  the  Spirit  dwells  in  Chrift,  for  the  ufe  of  his  myftical 
body ;  now,  it  is  by  faith  that  this  fulnefs  is  received,  ev«i| 
grace  for  grace. 

5. 1  might  tell  you  further,  that  our  (landing  in  a  ftate  of 
grace  is  by  faith*  As  we  have  accefs  or  entrance  into  a  ftate 
of  grace,  fo  we  have  (laiuling  in  that  (late  by  faith,  Rom»  v.  2f 

2  Cor.  i.  ult.  **  By  faith  ye  ftand."  i  Pet.  i.  5.  we  are  faid 
to  be  "  kept  by  the  power  of  God  through  faith  unto  falva- 
tion."  There  you  lee,  that  faith  is  joined  in  commiQion  with 
the  power  of  God,  to  keep  the  believer.  Doth  the  power  of 
God  keep  you  ?  fo  doth  faith.  God  is  not  (hy  of  afcribing 
that  to  faith,  which  is  peculiar  only  to  himfelf,  becaufe  faith 
afcribes  all  to  the  power  of  God,  and  gives  him  the  honour  of 
every  thing  that  it  doth :  hence  we  are  faid  to  be  "  kept  by  the 
power  of  God  through  faith  unto  falv^tion."  When  other  gra- 
ces, fuch  as  love,  repentance,  &c.  do  fag  and  fail,  and  have  as  it 
were  their  heels  tript  up,  faith  will  (land  its  ground  :  hence, 
Eph.  vi.  16.  there  is  a  particular  mark  of  di&inflion  put  upon 
faith  beyond  all  the  other  pieces  of  armpur  ;  "  Above  all,  take 
the  (liield  of  faith."  When  a  man's  head-piece  is  crackt,  his 
fword,  his  breaftplate,  and  other  armour  is  taken  from  him  ; 
yet  his  fliield  will  do  him  good  feryicc,  he  will  lie  under  it, 
and  thereby  defend  himfelf  agjinit  all  the  ftrokes  and  blows 
that  are  levelled  at  him.  Let  the  devil,  corruption,  and  hell, 
rage  and  roar  as  they  will,  yet  faith  will  keep  its  gripe,  and 
maintain  its  ground:  let  Satan  caft  his  fiery  darts,faith  quenches 
them,  Eph.  vi.  i6. :  let  indwelling  fin  roar  and  rage,  faith  will 
fay,  Let  it  rage,  yet  it  (hall  never  reign  ;  for  God  has  faid,  that 
'*  l':ii  fliall  not- have  dominion:"  yea,  let  God  himfelf  carry 
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as  an  enemy,  and  fet  himfclf  in  battle-array  againft  the  foul ; 
yet  even  then  faith  will  look  in  his  face,  and  lay,  <'  Though 
tbou  ihouidft  even  kill  me,  yet  will  I  truft  in  thee,*'  Job 
xiii.  I5«  When  other  graces  .are  fainting,  and  crying,  "  We 
know  not  what  to  do ;"  faith  will  fay,  "  Mine  eyes  are  to* 
ward  thee :  I  will  look  unto  the  Lord:  I  will  wait  for  the  God 
of  my  falvation  :  my  God  will  hear  me  :  Though  1  fit  in  dark- 
ncfs,  the  Lord  will  be  a  light  unto  me,"  &c.  When  other  graces, 
Jike  poor  faint- heajrted  things,  fland  as  it  were  trembling,  and 
iYying,  **  Who  (hall  deliver  us  ?"  faith  will  lift  up  the  head,  and 
cry,  **  Thanks  be  to  God,  which  giveth  me  the  viftory,  through 
our  Lord  Jcfus  Chiift." 

6.  It  is  faith  that  fetches  in  peace  and  quiet  to  the  foul  in 
the  midft  of  trouble,  whether  from  without  or  from  within. 
When  nothing  but  ftorms  from  heaven^  earth,  and  hell,  are 
blovnng  on  the  fouJ,  faith  will  caft  out  its  anchor  of  hope, 
and  keep  the  foul  fleady  and  quiet,  faying  with  David,  Pial. 
xlii.  II.  *'  Why  art  thou  cad  down,  O  my  foul !  and  why  art 
thou  difquieted  within  me  i  hope  thou  in  God,  for  1  fhall  yet 
praife  him."  To  the  fame  purpofe  is  that  famous  text,  if.  xxvi. 
3.  **  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfeft  peace,  whofe  mind  is 
ftayed  on  thee  :  bccaufe  he  truftcth  in  thee."  And  how  is  the 
mind  flayed  on  the  Lord  but  by  faith  ?  Oh,  fays  faith,  let  me 
have  wYi^UribulatioH  I  will  "  in  the  world,  yet  in  Chrift  I  (hali 
have  peace :  This  man  ihall  be  my  peace,  when  the  AfTyrian 
comes  into  the  land." 

7.  Faith  not  only  brings  peace,  but  joy  into  the  foul,  amidft  all 
other  diftuti)ances  from  without :  hence  we  arc  faid  to  ht  filed 
^hjcy^  as  well  zspeace^  in  believing.  And,  i  Pet.  i.  8.  **  Whom 
having  not  fcen,  nue  love ;  in  whom  though  now  we  fee  him  not, 
yetbdieving,  we  rejoice  with  joy  unfpcakable,  and  full  of  glo- 
ry." The  language  of  faith  is,  Pfal  xlvi.  at  the  beginning, 
**  God  is  our  refuge  and  ftrength  :  and  therefore,  though  the 
fountains  fliould  be  removed,  yet  there  is  a  river,  the  llreams 
thereof  do  make  glad  the  city  of  God." 

8.  It  is  by  faith  tlwt  we  are  recovered  after  fills  into  ?m. 
Many  a  time  the  devil,  the  world,  temptation,  and  corruption^ 
fc  far  prevail  againft  the  beli«?ver,  as  to  trip  up  hn  lieels  : 
**  The  righteous  man  he  fallelh  fcvcn  times  a  day."  Nov/,  in 
fuch  a  cafe,  what  is  it  that  recovers  him  ?  It  is  faifh : 
"  Thoug^l  I  fall,  I  fliall  arife  (fays  faith)  5  for  the  Lord  uphold- 
eth  me  with  his  hand."  Oh  Sirs,  if  you  let  faith  go,  vilieii 
you  fall  into  fin,  you  cannot  mifs  to  fall  into  the  bottom  ;  jufh 
like  a  man  climbing  up  a  ladder,  if  his  foot  flip,  and  he  quit 
ihe  gripe  of  his  hand  alfo,  what  can  hinder  him  from  falJip^r 
down  to  the   ground  ?     Wiien  Chrill   foref::w   that  Peter 
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would  fin  by  denying  him,  what  faid  he  ?  '*  1  have  prayed 
for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not.''  As  if  he  had  faid,  I  plainly 
fee  that  thou  wilt  deny  me  in  the  hour  of  temptation; 
but  I  have  prayed  that  thy  faith  may  not  fail,  and  this  is  the 
thing  that  will  recover  thee.  Oh  Sirs,  when  you  fall  into  any 
fin,  (ludy  to  renew  the  aAt  of  faith  on  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ; 
according  to  that  advice  of  the  apoftle,  i  John  ii.  i.  a-  "  If 
any  man  fin,  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father."  As  if 
he  had  faid,  The  only  way  for  a  fallen  faint  to  recover  himfelf^ 
is  by  faith  to  go  to  Chrift  as  the  great  Advocate  and  Propitia« 
tion. 

9. 1  might  tell  you  further,  that  faith  as  it  were  the  mother* 
grace,  the  radical  grace,  on  which  all  the  other  graces  of  the 
opirit  do  depend.  If  faith  be  lively,  fo  will  all  the  other  graces 
be  ;  if  faith  be  languid  and  faint,  fo  will  all  the  other  graces 
be.  If  faitli  be  fet  a-work,  it  will  work  by  love,  that  celefUal 
fire  will  burn,  the  fountain  of  holy  forrow  will  flow  ;  **  They"^ 
(hall  look  upon  him  whom  they  have  pierced,  and  mourn ;" 
the  foot  of  obedience  will  be  adive  to  "  run  the  way  of  God's 
commandments." 

10.  Faith  carries  the  foul  on  high,  above  time  and  time's 
enjoyments  ;  it  "  mounts  up  with  wings  as  eagles."  It  carries 
the  foul  to  mount  Nebo  and  Pifgah,  and  gives  the  foul  a  view 
of  the  goodly  mountain,  even  Lebanon;  and  then  the  believer 
is  like  the  *^  woman  clothed  with  the  fun,  having  the  moon 
under  her  feet.'* 

To  conclude,  as  it  is  by  faith  that  you  muft  live,  fo  it  is  by 
faith  you  muft  die,  and  (hooc  the  gulf  comfortably.  It  is  faid 
of  the  worthies,  Heb.  xi.  "  All  thefe  died  in  faith."  Faith  as 
it  were  lays  its  head  in  Chrift's  bofom,  and  fays,  with  a  holy 
confidence,  "  Into  thy  hand,  O  Lord,  I  commend  my  fpiiit.'* 
Faith,  leaning  on  the  ftaff  of  the  divine  promife,  can  fay  with 
David,  "Yea,  though  I  walkthrough  the-valiey  of  the  fhadow 
of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil :  for  thou  art  with  me,  thy  rod 
and  thy  ftaff  (hall  comfort  me,"  Pfal.  ^\-iii,  4. 

A  fecond  queftion  that  may  be  moved  for  clearing  this  ex- 
hortation is,  What  is  it  in  Chrift  that  faith  lives  and  leans  up- 
on, in  its  paflage  through  the  wildernefs  ? 

Anfw.  Chrift  is  fuch  a  fui table  good,  that  there  is  no  cafe 
the  foul  can  be  into  in  its  wildernefs-condition,  but  faith  will 
always  find  fomething  correfponding  to  its  neceflity  in  him. 
Is  the  foul  in  darknefs  ?  He  is  "  ihe  Son  of  righteoufnefs, 
the  bright  and  morning  Star."  Is  the  foul  in  danger  ?  He 
is  "  a  fliield,  a  hiding-place,  and  refuge."  Is  the  foul  in 
trouble  ?  He  is  a  rejl  to  the  weary,  he  is  "  the  ftiadow  of  a  great 
rock  in  a  weary  laud  f  he  is  ircad  to  the  hungry,  drink  to  the 
2  *  thirftv 
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thiTfty  foal.  Biit,  more  particularly,  there  are  thefe  things 
followiirg  In  Chrifty  that  faith  lives  upon  in  the  wildern^fs,  and 
"which  i(  finds  like  mnrrow  and  fatnefs  to  the  foul. 

1.  Faith  liyes  and  leans  upon  the  namt  of  Chrift ;  for  "  his 

siame  is  a  ftrong  tower^  into  which  the  righteous  fice,  and  are 

lafc  :*•  hence  we  are  fo  frequently  exhoited  to  **  truft  in  the 

name  of  the  Lord."    O  he  has  a  great  name,  and  a  pleafant 

xiame,  **  a  name  above  every  name,  and  at  his  name  every 

icoee  (hall  bow."     Whenever  a  bclicvtr  engages  with  work, 

lie  is  to  do  it  in  the  nameof  the  L<*rd':  "  Whatfoever  ye  do  in 

'Word  or  in  deed,  (fays  the  apoftle),  do  it  aU  mi  the  name  of 

^e  Lord  Jefus,  to  the  glory  of  God  by  him."     And  whenever 

*%)ve  go  a  warfare  againll  (in,  Satan,  or  the  world,  we  are  to  do 

it  in  his  name;  otherwife  we  can  never  prolpcr.     This  was 

rtc  way  of  the  church  :  ^*  We  will  be  joyful  in  thy  filvation,- 

and  in  the  name  of  our  God  we  will  fet  up  our  baimers. 

"Whenever  we  go  to  God  in  prayer,  we  are  to  prefent  our 

perfons  and  petitions  in  the  name  of  C^rift  :  **  Whatfoever  yc 

"aflL  the  Father  in  my  name,  he  will  do  it."    Oh  Sirs,  tlie 

name  of  Chrift  works  wonders,  when  it  is  managed  in  a  way 

of  believing.     When  the  difciples  or  apoftles  went  forth  and 

preached  the  gofpel  among  the  nations,  they  went  forth  in 

the  name  of  Jesus  ;  and  when  they  wrought  miracles,  they  Aid 

it  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  :  A£ts  iii.  "  In  the  name  of 

Jcfos  Chrift  of  Nazareth,,  rife  up  and  walk,"  faid  Peter  and 

John  to  the  cripple  man;  and  prefently  he  arofe.     God  is  fo 

delighted  with  the  name  of  Chrid,  that  for  the  fake  of  that  name 

he  will  do  any  thing  to  us  or  for  us.     And  therefore  let  us  live 

by  faith,  and  lean  upon  his  name,  as  we  come  up  out  of  the 

wildcrnefs. .  ' 

2.  Faith  lives  upon  tht  flefj  of  Chrift,  that  is,  upon  the  hu- 
man nature  as  it  (lands  perfonally  united  unto  the  divine  : 
*'My  fleih  is  meat  indeed.''  You  know,  Ifracl  in  their  tra- 
vels through  the  wildernefs  to  Canaan,  which  was  a  (hadow 
or  type  of  our  travels  through  this  world  unto  glory,  they  livccj 
^pon  the  mannn  that  was  rained  from  heaven  upon  the  camp, 
fiut,  O  Sirs,  that  was  but  a  (hadow  of  the  true  bread  of  life, 
^n  incarnate  God,  that  we  prefent  to  you  in  this  gofpel,  Jolm 
Ji.  32.  **  My  Father  giveth  you  the  true  bread  which  is  froni 
fccavcn."  And  again,  fays  Chrift,  in  that  fame  chapter,  "  Ex- 
<icpt  ye  eat  the  flefh  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  drink  his  blood, 
ychave  no  life  in  you."  This  fecms  to  he  a  hard  faying  to  a 
blind  carnal  world,  and  they  are  ready  to  think  or  fay,  witli 
thefe  Jews,  John  vi.  52.  "How  can  Chrift  give  us  his  fiefirto 
«at?|'  But  whatever  ye  may  think  of  it,  the  Hefli  of  Chrift, 
whis  human  nature,  as  it  ftands  united  to  the  divine  in  the 

Voz^.  II.  \  pcrfoa 
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,  perfon  of  the  Son,  when  taken  up  by  faith  in  the  light  of  die 
V90X^  and  Spirit,  is  the  fweeteft  meal  and  banquet  to  a  belieyer 
in  heaven  or  earth;  no  meat  or  drink  like  it  to  a  poor  perifhing 
foul :  and  a  believer,  in  travelling  through  the  wildernefS|^  he 
is  ay  taking  a  look  of  an  incarnate  Deity;  and  thus  he  isenlight* 
ened,  (Irengthf  ned,  quickened,  and  comforted.  O  Sirs»  'what 
think  you  of  this  food  ?  I  am  fure  if  evei  ye  tafted  of  it,  you 
-will  be  ready  to  fay,  it  is  like  <^  wines  on  the  lees  well  refined, 
'and  fat  things  full  of  marrow.*' 

3.  Faith  lives  in  the,- wildernefs,  not  only  on  the  flefh  of 
Chriil,  or  tl  e  myfteries  of  his  incarnation,  but  upon  the  blood 
of  Chrift  ;  by  which  I  underdand  his  fatisfadlion,  which  it 
frequently  in  fcripture  cxpreffed  by  his  blood :  *«  Behold  the 
blood  of  the  covenant ;"  that  is,  the  fatisfa£lion  or  death  of 
Chrift,  that  whereby  the  covenant  19  confirmed.  This  is  drink 
indeed  to  the  believer,  in  paffing  through  the  wildernefs;  let  the 
believer  get  a  draught  of  this  red  wine  of  the  blood  of  the 
ilain  Lamb  of  God,  he  is  able  to  go  forth  li'^e  a  giant,  ot  a 
ftrong  man,  to  encounter  all  the  powers  of  hell.  Rev.  3ui.  i  x« 
It  is  faid  of  the  faints  in  their  wars  with  the  devil,  that  ^^  they 
overcame  him  by  the  blood  of  the  l^mb,"  that  is  by  faith's 
improvement  of  the  death  and  fatisfaclion  of  Chrift.  Let  faith 
be  but  fet  a-work  upon  the  death  and  blood  of  Chrift,  it  can 
look  God  himfelf  in  the  face  with  ah  undaunted  boldnefs,  with- 
out fear  of  danger,  or  without  fear  of  being  rejedled:  "  Ha«^ 
ving,  brethren,  boldnefs  to  enter  into  the  holieft  by  the  blood 
of  Jefus,  let  us  draw  near,"  &c.  Let  faith  a£l  on  the  blood  of^ 
Chrift,  it  Can  go  to  God  in  prayer,  and  aik  any  thing  that  lies 
within .  the  compafs  of  the  whole  teftament  of  Chrift  ;  for  ' 
whatever  is  in  the  teftament,  is  the  purchafe  of  this  blood. 
O,  will  faith  fay,  give  me  peace,  give  me  pardon,  give  me 
light,  life,  ftrength,  grace,  or  glory,  give  me  the  Spirit  $  for  here 
is  the  blood  of  the  Lamb  that  bought  it.  Let  faith  be  a£led  on 
this  blood,  and  the  man  dare,  with  courage,  cpmfort,  and 

{'oy,  look  death,  eternity,  apd  a  tribunal,  in  the  face :  Why? 
^ecaufe  faith  fees  the  curfe  of  the  law  aboliQied,  death  un- 
ilinged,  the  grave  vanquiftied,  and  a  tribunal  fprlnkled  by  the 
blood  of  J  .fus.  The  gates  of  glory  are  opened  to  receive  the 
foul  that  is  fprinkied  by  the  hyfTop  of  faith  dipt  in  the  blood 
of  the  Lamb. 

4.  Faith  lives  in  the  wildernefs  upon  the  life  of  Chrift  : 
•*  Becaufc  I  live,  ye  (hall  live  alfo.  1  live  vfays  Paul);  yet 
not  1,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me  j"  and  tlicii  follows,  "  The  life 
which  I  now  live  in  the  fisih,  I  live  by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of 
Goid."  Faith's  way  is  to  follow  Chrift  from  his  birth  to  his 
(fo/sj  from  his  crofs  to  his  grave,  and  from  his  grave  to  his 
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life  again  ;  and  then  it  cries  in  a  way  of  triumph,  ^'  He  who 
was  dead  is  now  alive,  and  lives  for  ever  more  :  I  know  that 
ihy  Redeemer  liveth ;''  and  he  lives  as  my  head,  my  repre- 
fentativC}  my  hufband,  my  advocate,  my  king,  my  priei^,  my 
prophet,  and  my  all  and  in  all.  O  Sits,  the  refurre^ion  of 
Chrift  unto  life,  never  to  die  any  more,  is  a  fweet  and  pleafant 
banquet  in  the  wilderncfs,  by  which  we  are  begotten  again 
tinto  a  lively  hope  of  the  inheritance  that  is  incorruptible  and 
lindefiled.'' 

i.  Faith  lives  upon  the  advocacy  and  tntercejjfon  of  Chrift : 
•*  If  any  man  fin  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jtfua 
Chrift  thij'rightcous,  who  makes  intcrceflion  for  the  tranigrcff- 
Ors.*'  And  O  how  fweetly  doth  the  foul  feed  here  by  faith :  O 
will  tlie  foul  fav,  I  may  be  condemned  by  the  world,  or  by  the 
law,  or  by  conicience  ;  yet  1  kno#  that  1  (hall  carry  the  day  ia 
the  court  of  heaven,  becaufe  my  Advocate  is  the  Lamb  in  the 
midft  of  the  throne  :  he  never  loft  a  caufe,  he  has  the  Father's 
ear;  he  has  fuch  intereft  and  moyen  in  heaven,  that  all  powet 
in  heaven  is  his,  and  his  will  is  a  law  in  the  higher  court. 
*^  Father,  I  will  that  thofe  whom  thou  haft  given  me,  be  with 
me  where  I  am,''  &c 

6.  Faith  lives  upon  the  word  of  Chrift  as  it  comes  up  from 

the  wildernefs.     Chrift  has  pafTed  his  word  in  his  teftament, 

and  he  has  it  fealed  with  his  blood,  and  he  lives  as  the  execu* 

tor  of  his  teftament :  and  I  know,  will  faith  be  ready  to  fay^ 

that  the  Spirit  of  Chrift  will  take  all  that  is  in  his  teftament^ 

tod  (hew  it  unto  me,  and  (hew  it  fo  as  to  make  all  the  teftament 

and  latter-will  effe^ual :  and  therefore  in  his  word  do  I  hope  t 

his  prbmife  is  not  yea  and  nay^  but  it  is  always  yea  and  amen  in 

him.    Oh  when  faith  gets  the  word  of  promife,  the  confirm- 

€d  teftament  of  Chrift  in  its  hand,  how  will  it  go  to  Gdd,  and 

crave  the  fulfilling  of  the  latter-will  of  his  own  Son,  faying 

with  David,  "  Remember  the  word  upon  which  thou  halt 

caufed  me  to  hope  ?" 

7.  Faith  lives  and  leans  on  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift,  parti- 
cularly, in  the- matter  of  juftification  and  acceptance;  it  cafts 
away  sdl  the  works  of  the  law  like  dung  and  lofs,  faying^ 
•'Surely  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  an4  ftrength/' 

8.  Faith  leans  on  the  fulnefs  of  Chrift,  and  fays,  **  Out  of 
lis  fulnefs  do  all  we  receive,  ancl  grace  for  grace  :'^  My  wants 
are  great,  I  am  juft  made  up  of  wants  ;  bui  O  what  wants  will 
not  the  aU«fulnefs  of  the  Gddhead  dwelling  in  Chrift  fupply  ? 
for  ht  fills  all  in  ail.  What  is  my  poor  empty  veffcl  unto  that 
ocean  ,that  is  in  him  ?  I  will  go  with  confiGence,»for  that  fulU 
ncfs.is  in  him  for  my  ufcj  for  **  he  received  gifts  for  men, 
crcn  for  the  rebellious*'' 

9.  Faith 
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<;.  .Faith  Uves  on  the  offices  of  Chrift,  his  general  oiEces  at 
Mediator  and  Redeemer,  and  his  particular  offices  as  Prophet^ 
Pried,  and  King.  Oh,  will  faith  fay,  no  mantaketb  an  office 
upon  him,  but  with  a  defign  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  office. 
"Will  any  man  prefepd  tp  be  a  magiftrate,  a  minifter,  an  ad« 
rocate,.  or  judge,  and  yet  live  in  the  negleA,  or  refufe  to  dif« 
charge  the  duties  of  fuch  an  office  ?  the  world  would  look  on 
hioi  as  yery  .unfaithful :  and  (hall  we  imagine  fuch  a  thing  of 
Chrift,  who  is  "  faithful  in  all  his  houTe?"  Oh,  will  faith  fay, 
he  is  a  Mediator  and  Peace*maker ;  and  therefore  I  truftth^t  he 
will  make  my  peace  with  the  offended  Majefty  of  ^icaven. 
He  is  a  Saviour  and  Redeemer;  and  therefore  1  truft  JijB.will 
deliver  me  from  the  hands  of  all  mine  enemies ;  he  wilhfava 
from  fin,  becaufe  it  is  his  office  to  ^^  finiffi  tranigreffion  and 
make  an  end  of  it."  He  is  a  Prophet ;  and  therefore  I  wilt 
truft  that  he  will  teach  me  the  good  and  perfeft  will  of  Gpd, 
open  the  fecrets  of  his.covenant,  the  myfterics  of  his  kingdom, 
unto  me..  He  is  a  Pried,  and  the  great  High* prieft  of.  our 
profeffion  now,  under  the  New  T^ftapieiit;  and  therefor^  he 
will^  by  the  great  facri/ice  of  atonement,  purge  away  oxy  fint, 
and  make  my.perfon  and  duties  acceptable  unto  God*  Hei^ 
9  Kings  and  therefore  he  will  fubduc  my  corruptions,  and 
fan£lify  me  throughout,  in  foul,  bod^r,  and  fpirit.  He  is  a 
Shepherd;  and  therefore  I  truft  he  will  feed  me,  and  l^aid 
me  in  his  paftures,  and  I  iliall  not  want.  He  is  a  PhyGcian, 
his  name  is  Jehovah-Rophi  ;  and  therefore  I  truft  he  will 
heal  all  my  difcafes,  he  will  open  my  blind  eyes,  he  will  cure 
the  obftinacy  of  my  will,  the  hardnefs  of  my  heart,  the  car- 
nality of  my  affi:£lions.  He  is  the  Captain  of  falvation,  who 
*'  leads  many  fons  unto  glory ;"  and  therefore  1  truft  he  will 
fight  all  my  battles,  and  make  me  a  conqueror,  &c.  Thus, 
1  fay,  faith  comes  up  from  the  wildernefs,  leaning  on  the  .of« 
fices  of  Chrift,. general  and  particular.     I  ihall  only  add, 

lo*  That  faith  comes  up  from  the  wildernefs,  leaning  upon 
the  divine  attributes^  as  they  are  manifefted  and  difplayed  in 
Chrift.  God,  abfolutely  confidereft,  is  the  finner's  terror; 
and  every  attrib,ute  of  God  taken  up  abfolutely,  or  in  a  law- 
view,  breathes  nothing  but  wrath  and  ruin  to  the  whole  tribe 
of  Adam  in  their  fallen  eftate:  but  God  manifefting  himfelf 
in  the  ilcih,  or  in  the  nature  of  man,  through  his  death  and 
fatisfaftion  every  attribute  of  the  divine  nature  prefcnts  itfclf 
as  wiih  a  pleafant  fmile^  inviting  (inners  to  come  to  him  as  aa 
objedi  of  truft ;  and  accordingly  faith  leans  upon  thefe  at- 
tributes of  God,  as  the  foul  comes  up  from  the  wildernefs.  I 
ftjall  of.iy  inftance  in  thefe  few. 

iflj  Art  thou  furrounded  with  troubles  on  every  hand  ?  art 

thou 
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thoU'CaHed  to  engage  with  work  thou  art  not  able  to  ma- 
nage ?  Well,  here  is  the  arm  of  Omnipotence  ftretched  out, 
to  "  ftrengthen,  help,  and  uphold,"  If.  xli.  lo.  And  actx)rd« 
ingljr  faith  leans  on  the  power  of  God,  according  to  that 
command,  If.  xivi.  4.  "  Truft  ye  in  the  Lord  for  ever :  for 
in  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  everlafting  ftreogth."  Paul  leaned 
on  the  power  of  God,  when  he  cried,  "  I  can  do  all  thmgt 
through  Chrift  ftrengthening  me."  So  did  the  three  children  4 
**  Our  God  whom  we  truft,  is  able  to  deliver  us."  So  did 
Abraham  ;  he  was  *^  perfuaded,  that  he  ^hp  had  promifed« 
was  able  alfo  to  perform,"  &c« 

'  ^dfyi  Art  thou  at:  any  time  brought  to :  thy.  wits  end,  that 
thou  knoweft  not  what  to  do  ?  Well,  in  that  cafe  faith  leans 
on  the  infinite  wifdom  or  omnifcience  of  a  God  in  Chrift : 
2  Chron.  xx.  i%.  **  Neither  know  we  what  to  do,  bu^  our 
eyes,  are  upon  tljiee.  The  .Lord  knows  bow  to  deliver  the 
righteous.''  When  the  poor:  foul  has  been  trying  zt\^ 
fearchiog-  itfelf,  and,  alas!  is  afraid  it  be  deceived  by  a 
treacherous  heart ;  in  this  cafe,  faith  will  have  recourfe  unto 
die  omnifcience  of  a  God  in  Chrift,  and  fay,  *^  Search  me,  O 
God,  and  try  me,  and  fee  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  ia 
me,"  Sec.  When  the  poor  (bul  is  afraid  of  the  fecret  plots 
of  Satan,  or  of  his  confederates  ;  in^  this  cafe  faith  leana 
upon  an  omnifcient  God  in  Chrift  ;  who  '*  difcovcrs  deep 
things  out  of  darknefs,  and  brings  out  to  light  the  (hadow  o£ 
death-" 

3d/|f,  Is  the  believer  in  the  wildernefs  deferted  by  friends,  or 
leparated  from  them  by  banifhment,  imprifonment,  or  the  like, 
faying  with  the  church,  Pfal.  cii.  6. 7.  **  1  am  iike  a  pelican  oi 
the  wildemefs :  I  am  like  an  owl  of  the  defert :  I  watch,  and 
am  as  a  fparrow  alone  upon  the  houfe-top  ?"  In  this  cafe  faitH 
kms  upon  the  immenfity.  of  a  God  in  Chrift,  and  is  ready  to 
fay,  Though  I  be  alone  and  forfaken  by  all  creatures,  yet  I  can- 
not be  parted  or  feparated  from  my  God  ;  for  a  whole  God, 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft,  is  every  where  prefent :  **  Do 
not  I  the  Lord  fill  heaven  and  earth  ?"  and  **  my  way  is  not 
Ud  from. the  Lord,  and  my  judgement  is  not  pafTed  over  from 
my  God  ;**  and  my  feliowlhip  and  converfe  (hall  be  with  him^ 
When  i  cannot  have  fellowihip  with  my  friends  and  familiars, 
who  are  removed  far  from  me. 

/{thly.  Oh  but,  may  the  believcfr  fay,  I  am  a  vile  polluted 
creature,  defiled  in  heart,  lip,  and  lite  ;  and  therefore  the  ho- 
lincfs  of  God  is  a  terror  to  me,  that  I  dare  not  fo  much  as 
look  towards  the  place  where  his  honour  dwells  :  "  He  is  of 
purer  eyes  than  that  he  can  behold  iniquity."  Afifw.  The 
ycry^  holinefs  of  a  God  in  Chrift,  which  thou  makeft  ufe  of  to 

dilcouraKS 
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difcburage  thy  faith,  is  glorious  matter  of  fupport  and  encoti* 
lageihent ;  for  faith's  way  of  arguing  from  God's  holinefs  ifl 
•this ;  God  is  infinitely  pure  and  holy,  and  therefore  he  will 
fanAify  and  purify  me  from  iniquity ;  he  hates  fin,  and  puniflu 
cs  it,  therefore  he  will  deftroy  my  luft  ;'for  it  is  not  my  per^ 
/on,  but  my  fins  and  lufts,  that  are  the  obje£ts  of  his  hatred. 
If  tWrod  come,  why  not  ?  for  thereby  he  will  make  me  a        ^ 
**  partaker  of  his  holinefs,"  and  purge  away  my  iniquity.     It  ia      « 
mine  iniquity^  and  not  me,  that  he  will  •*  vific  with  the  rod^  and     '  - 
my  tranfgreffion  with  ftnpes  5"  it  is  not  me,  but  my  fins^  that    — 
he  dcfigns  to  deftroy.     But,  ..     .     '    ^^- 

^th!y^  Say  you^  Can  faith  lean  updn  thiejuftice  of* God?  ^ 
Anfw.  Yes,  it  ean  :  for  though  this  attribute  be;  a  rock  of  '^s 
omnce,  to  grind  the  wicked  into  powder ;  yet  it  is  a  roclt  of  '  -^ 
fweeH  repofe  and  reft  to' the  believer.  Ohi  will  faith  fay,  Lord  ^^ 
I 'hare  indeed  finned,  and  deferved  thy  wrath  ;  and  if  thote^  — 
mark  iniquity,  I  cannqt  ftand  :  but  here  is  my  relief,  my  Surety  ^^ 
has  done  and  fuffercd  all  that  the  law  required ;  *•  he  'was  _ 
wounded  for  bur' tranfgrcflions,  broifed  for  our  inic|uitie8,'*     ^ 

.  &c. ;  and  it  is  inconfiftent  with  juftice  toprrnifh  the  fame'crattf^ 

greflion  twice :  hence  faith  concludes,  with  Paul,  **  There  i$^ 
therefore  now  no  condemnation :  Who  can  lay  any  thing  to  the 
charge  of  God's  eleflt?'*  &c. 

6/^/p,  Faith  fweetly  leans  upon  the  goodnefs,  mercy,  and 
love  of  God  in  Chrift.  Oh,  will  faith  fay,  has  God  been  fa 
good,  and  gracious,  andmerciful,  as  to  fend  his  only- begotten 
8on,  &c. ;  he  has  given  him  unto  the  death  to  be  a  curfe^ 
and  to  be  made  fin  for  me ;  and  will  he  not  do  every  other 
thing  ?  '<  He  that  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  but  gave  him  unto 
the  death  for  us  all,  how  will  he  not  with  himalfo  freely  give 
tis  all  things?  OH  how  excellent  is  this  his  loving  kindnefs  ! 
therefore  the  fens  of  men  (hall  put  their  truft  under  the  ftia- 
dow  of  thy  wings." 

.  ^thly^  Faith  leans  on  the  truth  and  faithfulnefs  of  God  in 
Chrift.  Oh  fays  faith,  "  faithfulnefs  is  the  girdle  of  his  loins  ;'* 
he  is  fo  true  to  his  word,  that "  heaven  and  earth  (hall  pais  2vrzj 
before  one  jot  of  his  word  fall  to  the  ground  ;"  and  therefore 
I  will  lean  and  reft  myfelf  here  with  afTured  confidence  ;  and 
though  he  may  defer  the  accomplifhment  of  his  word,  yet  I 
will  believe  and  wait,  and  will  not  make  hafte  ;  •*  The  vifion 
is  for  an  appointed  time,  but  at  the  end  it  (hall  fpeak,  and 
not  lie ;  though  it  tarry  I  will  wait  for  it,  becaufe  it  will  fure- 
ly  come,  it  will  not  tarry."  Thus,  1  fay,  faith  goes  up  fron 
the  wildernefs  leaning  on  the  divine  attributes,  as  they  ar 
manifefted  in  Chrift,     And  thus  I  have  minted  to  fhe* 

wh 
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^hat  IS  the  obje&  of  the  life  of  faith,  or  what  it  is  in  Chrift. 
that  faith  lean^  upon,  as  it  comes  up  from  the  wildernefs. 

^ueft.  3.  What  is  the  difference  between  the  life  of  faith^ 
and  the  life  of  Gghc  or  fenfe  ?  The  words  of  the  apoftle* 
2  Cor.  v.~  give  ground  for  this  inquiry,  when  he  informs  us, 
that  while  in  the  body,  **  we  walk  by  faith,  and  not  by  fight  %"■ 
and  becaufc  ^^  the  life  he  lived  in  the  flefh,  was  a  life  of  faith 
upon  the  Son  of  God  i*  by  which  he  plainly  intimates,  that  a 
life  of  faith  is  calculate  for  an  embodied  ftate,  and  that  a  life  of 
£ght  and  fenfe  is  not  fuittd  unto  our  prefent  condition  here  in 
^e  wildernefs.  There  are  thefe  few  things  I  offer  to  clear  the 
^liffcrence. 

I.  Senfe  regards  only  what  a  man  hath  in  hand,  or  pre- 
sently enjoys  \  but  faith  looks  to  what  a  man  hath  in  Chrift, 
and  in  the  well-ordered  covenant.     Senfe  is  like  a  child  thac 
is  better  pleafed  with  a  penny,  or  any  little  trifle  the  parent 
gives  it,  tnan  if  he  were  giving  it  a  charter  to  the  whole  eitate  ; 
Init  faith,  although  it  will  not  defpife  any  thing  that  comes 
from  the  hand  of  the  Father,  yet  it  is  particularly  taken  up  with 
the  charter  of  the  promife  or  covenant,  and  the  eilate  lying 
in  the  hand  of  the  great  covenant-head,  Chrift  Jefus;  it  views 
the  promife  as  it  is  *^  yea  and  amen  in  Chrift )"  ii  views  the 
covenant  as  confirmed  by  his  death  and  blood,  and  fays,  with 
David,  <*  This  is  all  myfalvationthathehath  made  with  me," 
in  my  new  covenant-head,  "  an  everlafting  covenanc,  welUor- 
dered  in  all  things,  and  fure.'' 

2»  Senfe  is  ready  to  judge  of  the  love  of  God  by  the  afpeft 
of  providence,  or  his  prefent  carriage  ;  and  whenever  he  feems 
to  frown  or  hide,  it  razes  all  to  the  foundation,  crying,  **  The 
Lord  hath  forgotten  to  be  gracious  *,"  but  faith  reads  the  love 
of  God  in  the  face  of  Chrift  Jefus,  in  the  acceptance  that  the 
Surety  has  met  with,  and  in  the  declarations,  offers,  promifes,  of 
the  wor4  :  *^  In  his  word  will  I  hope,  (fays  faith)  ;  Remember 
the  word  upon  which  thou  haft  caufed  thy  fervant  to  hope.'* 
Hence  it  follows, 

3.  Senfe  and  fight  is  a  variable  and  fluctuating  thing  ;  but 
faith  is  (teady  and  fixed,  like  Abraham,  *^  who  againlt  hope 
hclievcd  in  hope,  and  ftaggered  not  at  the  promife  through 
unbelief.**  While  the  believer  lives  by  fenfe,  and  enjoys  the 
tord  in  a  (enfible  manner,  he  is  ready  then  to  fay,  "  My 
mountain  ftands  firm,  I  (ball  never  be  removed  ^"  but  anon  the 
Ix)rd  hidei  hisfacey  and  the  man  is  troubled :  but  faith  keeps  up 
a  perfuafion  of  his  love,  even  when  he  is  withdrawn,  faying, 
Though  1  **  walk  in  darknefs,  /  wili  trufl  in  the  name  o{  the 
Lord,  and  ftay  my/elf  upon  my  God." 
J^.  Sight  an4  fenie  look  only  to  things  prefent  i  but  faith^i 

like 
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like  ^  prophet,  looks  at  things  to  come,  things  that  are  at  a  difr 
tance.  Abraham,  the  father  of  the  faithful,  faw  the  day  of 
Chrift  afar  oflFt  "  Faith  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  fccn,  and 
the-  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for."  When  under  darknefs  of 
affliaion,  defertion,  temptation,  it  will  fay,  **  Though  I  fit  in 
darknefs,  the  Lord  will  be  a  light  untor  me :  he  will  bring  itic 
forth  to  the  light,  and  I  fhall  behold  his  rightcoufnefs.*' 

5.  Senfe  and  fight  are  fuperficial  and  overly  in  their  views 
of  things,  and  eafiiy  deceived  with  appearances  :  but  faith  is  a 
poring  and  diving  grace,  it  goes  deep  into  things.  Faith 
will  perceive  poifon  in  a  cup  of  gold,  it  will  fee  lions  dens 
and  leopards  in  Lebanon,  among  trees  and  woods  of  aromatic 
fccnt  J  and  therefore  will  turn  away  from  them  as  darfgerous, 
while  fenfe  is  eafiiy  encouraged  thereby  r  and  on  the  other 
hand  it  will  fee  a  paradife  of  communion  with  the  Lord  in  ^ 
wildemcfsj  where  fenfe  can  perceive  nothing  but  prickling 
briers  and  thorns,  2  Cor.  iv.  17.  "Our  light  afflictions,  which 
are  but  for  a  moment,  work  for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and 
eternal  weight  of  glory." 

6.  They  differ  in  their  confort  and  order.  Faith  is  the 
leader,  and  fenfe  the  follower ;  faith  is  the  duty,  and  fenfe 
the  privilege  connefted  with  it :  Eph.  i.  12.  13.  "  After  that 
ye  believed,  ye  were  fealed  with  the  holy  Spirit  of  promife.'* 
John  xi.  40.  "  Said  1  not  unto  thee,  that  if  thou  wouldft  be* 
Mcve  thou  fliouldft  fee;the  glory  of  God  ?"  Faith  is  the  work, 
and  fenfe  is  the  encouragement.  This  is  God's  order,  which 
the  legal  heart  would  ay  invert :  we  would  be  at  the  en- 
couragement of  faith,  before  we  fct  about  the  duty  of  be- 
lieving ;  like  Thomas,  John  xx.  25.  "  Except  I  thruft  my  hand 
into  his  fide,  1  will  not  believe."  But  let  hs  remember  what 
Chrifl  fays  to  him, «'  BlelTed  are  they  that  have  not  fecn>  and 
yet  have  believed." 

Senfe  is  hafty  and  precipitant  in  its  judgement ;  but  faith  is 
patient,  and  waits  till  it  fee  the  end.  Senfe  draws  rafli  and 
hafly  conclufions  when  difficulties  cafl  up  :  "  I  faid  in  my 
hafte.  All  men  are  liars  :  I  faid,  1  am  caft  out  of  thy  fight." 
But  faith  waits  till  the  other  fide  of  the  cloud  caft  up  :  "  The 
Lord  is  a  God  of  judgement  (fays  faith) ;  and  blefTcd  are  all 
they  that  wait  for  him.  The  vifion  is  for  an  appointed  trme, 
but  at  the  end  it  (ball  fpeak,  and  nol  lie:  though  it  tarry,  wait 
for  it,  bccaufe  it  will  furely  come,  it  will  not  tarry  ;*'  hence, 
«  He  that  believeth,  (hall  not  make  hafte."  The  Old  Tef- 
tament  faints  waited  about  four  thoufand  years  for  the  co* 
ming  of  the  promifed  feed  of  the  woman;  and  when  they  died, 
they  died  with  the  promife  in  their  arms,  waiting  for  the 
•ccomplifhment,  believing  that  he  would  come,  and  would 
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not  tany  beyond  the  folncfs  of  time:  Heb.  xi.  13.  *^  Thefe  all 
died  in  faith,  not  having  received  the  promifes,  but  having 
feen  them  afar  off,  and  ikrere  perfuadedof  them,  and  embraced 
them.* 

8.  A  life  of  fenfe  is  dangerous,  but  a  life  of  faith  is  fure 
and  fafe.    The  danger  of  fenfe  appears  from  the  advantage 
that  Satan  took  to  ruin  Adam  and  aJl  his  pofterity.    Had  our 
firft  parents  lived  in  the  fteady  faith  of  God's  promife  and 
threatening  in  the  covenant  of  works,  they  had  never  eaten  of 
the  forbidden  tree  ;  but  they  walked  by  fight  and  fenfe :  the 
fruit  was  beautiful  to  the  eye,  and  pleafant  to  the  tafte  ;  this 
made  them  the  more  eafily  to  liften  to  the  hifles  of  the  old 
lerpent,  faying,  If  ye  eat,  **  ye  (hall  be  as  gods,  knowing  good 
and  evil ;"  and  thus  he  prevailed.     We  fee,  that  when  Paul 
was  filled  with  fenfiUe  manifeftations,  being  wrapt  up  to  the 
third  heaven,  he  was  in  danger  of  being  lifted  up  with  pride* 
But  now,  I  fay,  the  life  of  faith  is  fafe  and  (are ;  and  the  rea* 
ibn  is,,  becaufe  it  will  neither  believe  angels  nor  men,  if  their 
%  does  not  agree  with  what  God  fays  in  his  word.    It  views 
things  as  they  are  laid  in  the  revelation,  and  forms  a  judge- 
ment and  eftimate  of  things  according  to  God's  verdi^l  of 
them :  *<  To  the  law  and  to  the  teilimony  (fays  faith  :)  if  they 
^ak  not  according  to  God's  oracles,  it  is  becaufe  there  is  no 

.  trudi  in  them.*  Hence  faith  has  the  moon  under  its  feet  s 
'/  ^'This  is  the  viAory  whereby  we  overcome  the  world,  event 
I  <Hir  faith.**  Faith,  by  going  this  way  to  work,  makes  the 
I  fonl  like  mount  Zion,  which  cannot  be  removed  for  ever. 
^  *'  Believe  in  the  Lord  your  God,  fo  (hall  ye  be  eftabli(hed,'' 
"^^ys  the  prophet  unto  trembling  Ifrael. 

9.  Senfe  has  its  only  foundation  and  confidence  within  ;  it 
^Xitdes  in  the  (hallow  waters  of  created  grace,  experimental  at^ 
^%inment8,  marks  of  grace,  and  the  like :  but  faith  has  its 

foundation  without  the  man,  in  Chrift,  in  God's  covenant,  in 

^)ie  great  and  precious  promifes.     While  the  mariner  itays  ia 

^lie  (hallow  waters,  he  is  in  continual  fear  of  rocks  and  fand- 

^^nks ;  but  when  he  has  launched  out  into  the  deep  waters^ 

i^e  is  fafew     Faith  trades  in  the  deep  waters  of  the  fulncfs  o£ 

^^he  Godhead  that  dwells  bodily  in  Chrift,  *<  made  of  God  unto 

*^as  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fan£lification,  and  redemption  ;** 

^nd  fo  it  gets  above  doubts  and  racking  fears  of  (hip wreck:  but 

it  is  (I  fay)  otherwife  with  fenfe ;  it  deals  with  created  gracc^ 

^nuinifeftations,  experiences,  and  attainments.    And  thui>  i  have 

"bleared  in  fome  meafure  the  difference  between  faith  and  fenfe. 

^gonowto, 

II.  The  ficond  thing  I  propofed  upon  this  exhortation, 
^  '^ch  was  to  prefi  a  life  of  faith  upon  believers  by  fome 
\        Vol.  il.  Y  motives 
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jnotivee  or  argumenta ;  and  I  ihali  onljr  inCfl;  a  littk  Qpoa 
two* 

I.  then,  ConGder  that  the  life  of  faith  is  Adapted  and  fuit* 
ed  unto  a  wildcrnefs-lot.  And  this  will  be  evident^  if  we  Gon« 
fidcf, 

l/lf  That  the  wildernefs  is  a  folitanr  placCi  where  there  is 
little  commanion  or  convcrfe  about  the  things  of  God  :  it  if 
too  frequent  with  the  believer,  that  he  cannot  get  a  friend  to 
irhom  he  can  open  his  mind  in  the  world.  Well,  faith  if 
adapted  for  fuch  a  cafe  as  this  i  for  by  faith  believers  fee  and 
converfe  with  an  invifible  God,  infbmuch  they  are  able  to  fay, 
**  Truly  our  fellowftiip  is  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Soa 
J^fus  Chcift."  God  haa  a  way  of  fpeaking  with  the  belieyer, 
^nd  the  believer  has-  a' way  of  talking  and  convcrfing  with. 
God  through  Chrift  by  faith,  even  in  a.  wildernefs,  a  folitary 
land  :  ^*  M^  beloved  fpake,  and  -faid  unto  me.  Rife  up,  my 
lovei  my  fair  one,  and  come  away."  And  what  10  fiiith  but 
juft.  the  echo  of  the  foul,  when  it  anfweis  fuch  words  of  grace, 
fdyit^y  ^'  Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  fervaot  heareth  :  Behold  1  come 
vnto  thee,  for  thou  art  the  Lord  my  God  i" 

.  iilfyt  The  wildernefs  is  a  mifty  and  foggy  land,  where  the 
traVfller  is  in  danger  of  lofing  his  way ;  he  ^'  walks  in  darb- 
s^efs,  and  can  fee  no  light.''    Clouds  of  defertion,  clouda  of  fin^ 
cjouds  of  error  caft  up  ;  fo  that  the  poor  believer,  in  his  way 
to  glory,  knows  not  what  courfe  to  take.    Well,  faith  ia  adapt •• 
ed  H)  fuch  a  lot  and  condition  as  this ;  for  it  is  the  evidence  of 
thir\g6  oot  feen,  and  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for :  it  Caa 
lopk  through  the  mills  and  clouds  that  caft  up  in  its  way,  a&cL 
run  its  race,  looking  unto  Jefus  as  irs  leader  and  commander^ 
And  .when  fome  are  faying,  Lo,  Chrift  is  here  ;  or,  lo,  he  \f^ 
there  S  faith  can  diftioguiih  between  the  voice  of  the  tra^^ 
Shepherd  and  the  voice  of  a  ftranger,  and  the  voice  of  a^ctusi     ■ 
gtt  it  wii/  mifoUwf. . 

2^h\  ^^^  wildernefs  is  a  place  of  want ;  it  is  a  dry,  barren 
and  tnirfty  land,  where  there  is  nothing  for  the  fupport  o- 
the  foul.     Well,  faith  is  adapted  to  fuch  a  cafe  as  this  alfo 
f^r,  like  the  virtuous  woman  in  the  Proverbs,  it  fetches  il^M 
f9od.  ftoiki  the  land  of  glory,  Emmanuers  hind.    It  has  mei^^ 
to  eat  that  the  virorld  oannoc  afibrd,  and  which  the  worl  ^^ 
knoiK:^  nothing  of.    Though  Chrift,  aa  to  his  human  nature,  Ir    ^ 
in  heaven,  yet  faith  has  a  way  oif  eating  his  fieih,  and  c    J 
drinking  his  bleod,  which  is  mtat  indeedy  and  drink  indfim      ^ 
Fai^h.  can  bring  manna  out  of  the  clouds,  and  water  out  ^^^ 
the  flinty  rock ;  the  hand  of  faith  will  pluck  the  fruit  of  tfc— ^ 
tree  of  life  which  grows  iri  the  midft  of  thie  paradife  of  Go  -^ 
and  find  ks  fruit  fwect  unto  the  foul'a  tafte.    Many  a  fwess<^ 
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^nd  lieartfome  banquet  and  enjoyment  has  faith,  when  the 
world  arc  feeding  on  huflcs.  Oh,  fays  Jeremiah,  *•  Thy  word 
was  found  by  me,  and  I  did  eat  it,  and  it  was  unto  me  the  joy 
and  rejoicing  of  mine  heart." 

Atbly^  The  wildernefs  is  a  place  of  danger ;  thieves  and  rob- 
bers,  lions  and    leopards,    frequent    the  wildernefs.     Well, 
hith  IS  of    fingular   ufe  in  this  condition  alfo.     When  the 
enemy's  fiery  darts  are  ca(t  at  the  believer,  f^iith  i^  a  (hteld 
therewith  he  beats  them  back,   and  turns  them  o(F  without 
my  hurt :  and  when  the  poor  foul  is  like  to  be  overpowered 
by  the  might  or  multitude  of  its  enemies,  faith  has  a  way  of 
ktingin?  in  the  aid  of  heaven  for  its  help,  as  Jehofliaphat  did  \ 
''  wie  know  not  what  to  do,  but  our  eyes  are  upon  tliee/' 
Faith  has  a  way  of  wielding  the  arm  of  Omnipotence  in  a 
time  of  danger ;  and  then  it  cries,  *•  Throuj^h  God  we  (hall 
doraliantly:  for  he  it  is  that  (hall  tread  down  our  enemies. 
We  will  DC  joyful  in  thy  falvation,  and  in  the  name  of  our 
God  we  will  fet  up  our  banners."     And  when  ic  is  proper  to 
nuike  a  retread,  faith  turns  into  its  ftrong*hold,  which  is  tke 
^nu  of  the  Lord. 

Ithly^  The  Wildernefs  is  an  unfettled  place,  where  a  perfoft 

tadergoes  a  variety  of  difpenfations,  turnings,  and  windings,  iti 

4cir  lot.     Well,  faith  is  of  particular  ufe  to  the  believer  in 

Ais  cafe,  in  regard  that,   like  an  anchbr  fure   and  ftcdfafl, 

it  enters  within  the  vail,  and  keeps  the  foul  fteady  and  firm 

Hi      Under  sill  viciffitudes  and  temptations  :  hence  Paul,  "  I  have 

/I     learned  in  whatfoever  ftate  I  am,  therewith  to  be  content. 

I     I  know  both  how  to  be  abafedt  and  I  know  how  to  abound  : 

p     ^very  where,  and  in  all  things  i  am  inftrufled,  both  to  be  fuFt 

:     «^iid  to  be  hungry,  both  to  abound  and  to  fufFcr  need.'*     Faith 

5^eep8  the  foul  *^  ftedfaft  and  unmoveable,  always  abounding 

f  ^  the  work  of  the  Lord,  knowing  that  its  labour  fhall  not  be 

in  vain  in  the  Lord.** 

btblyt  A  wildernefs  is  a  place  of  manifold  thorns  and  trials  : 

^*  In  the  world  ye  fhall   have  tribulation.**     Now,  faith  is  of 

Angular  ufe  here  alfo  \  for  it  fees  and  conGders,  that  this  is 

l^he  lot  that  God  has  ordered ;  that  he  will  bring  good  out 

^f  all  afflidions  5  that  they  are  hrix.  lights  and  **  for  a  moment, 

'^nd  not  worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  that  is  to  be 

'Revealed :"  and  with  the  views  of  this  future  glory  it  balances 

"^n  the  afflictions  of  a  prefent  life.    Thus  you  fee  that  a 

^ife  of  faith  is  adapted  and  fuited  unto  a  wiidernefs-iot  \  and 

XKeiefore  let  us  take  the  example  of  the  fpoufe  here,  come  ujx 

yfww  the  viildernefsy  leaning  upon  the  beloved^  living  by  faith  upoii 

lim. 

L  htpu  a.  To  encourage  and  engage  you  to  a  leaning  pn  Chrift 

\  by 
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by  faith  as  you  come  up  from  the  wildernefs,  confider,  be^ 
liever,  that  he  is  thy  hufband  and  bridegroom  ;  there  is  a 
marriage-relation  between  thee  and  him  ;  and  fhould  not  this 
encourage  you  to  live  and  lean  upon  him  ?  It  is  under  tU^ 
confideration  that  the  fpoufe  here  takes  him  up)  (he  comes  up 
from  the  nvildernefsj  leaning  upon  her  beloved.  And,  to  en* 
courage  faith  in  him  under  this  relation,  will  you.only  conr 
£der  the  particulars  following. 

ift^  Confider,  that  he  took  thee  for  his  bride  and  fpoufe 
v^hen  thou  waft  in  a  wretched  and  miferable  plight,  MWf 
poor^  and  naked^  having  the  hue  of  hell  upon  thee:  Ezek. 
'  xvi.  "  When  I  pafled  by  thee,  and  faw  thee  in  thy  blood, .  \ 
faid  unto  thee,  Live  >  and  thy  time  was  a  time  of  love,**  &c. 
When  thou  waft  lying  among  the  pois^  he  loved  thee ;  and 
.he  loved  thee  fo  dearly,  as  that  he  bought  thee  off  frpm  the 
band  of  juftice  with  the  price  of  his  precious  blood ;  "  H^ 
loved  me,  and  I^e  gave  hinfifelf  for  me,"  fays  Paul.  And 
4hould  not  this  encourage  thee  to  live  ^nd  lean  on  lum  19 
thy  jourpey  through  the  i^ildernefs  ? 

Taly^  He  gave  thee  thy  marriage  cloaths.  When  thou  hadfl^ 
not  a  rag  to  cpver  thee,  be  ^^  cloathed  thee  with  white  rai- 

Eient,  that  the  fbame  of  thy  nakednefs  might  not  appear  f, 
ence  is  that  fpng  pf  the  church,  If.  Ixi.  iQ.  **  I  will  greatly-^ 
rejoice  in  the  Lord,  my  foul  (haU  )}e  joyful  in  my  Goid  ;  for  h<s 
hath  clpath^d  me  with  the  garments  of  falvation,  he  hath  co^ 
Vered  me  with  the  robe  of  righteoufnefs,  as  a  bridegroom  deck*— 
eth  himfelf  with  ornaments,  and  as  a  bride  adprneth  herfel^ 
with  her  jewels.*'  AndE^ek.  xvi.  7.  10.  12.  13.  Now,(boul(E 
not  the  confideration  of  this  kindnefs  encourage  th^e  to  learrzi 
on  him  as  thy  beloved  i 

^dfyf  Cpnfidcr,  that  in  the  niarriage- con  trad  of  the  ne^^= 
covenant  he  has  made  oyer  himfelf,  and  all  that  he  is,  and  afl 
that  he  has,  unto  thee :  "  All  things  are  yours ;  for  ye  ar= 
vChrift^s,  and  Chrift  is  God'^.'*  There  he  fays,  "  thy  Maimer  ==r 
thine  Hufhand  5 1  will  betrothe  thee  upio  me  for  ever,  in  faitfc=: 
fulnefs,"  3cc. 

4thlyy  Confider  the  clofenefs  and  intimacy  of  the  .vmipn  b^  -  i 
tween  him  and  thee,  and  let  this  encourage  thee  to  lean  aerm 
live  on  him  by  faith.  It  is  far  more  intiipate  and  dear  th^^ 
^he  union  between  hufband  and  \^ife  among  men ;  foir  th  ^ 
indeed  are  onejiejb^  but  he  is  one^  body  and  one  fpirit  with  ^zr:^i 
fpoufe  \  he  is  in  ibem^  and  they  are  in  hinp»  And  by  virtue  © 
this  intimate  union,  thou  haft  a  title  to  him  and  bis  whc=:9h 
purchafe.  As  the;  wife,  when  married  to  a  man  of  a  liberal 
tttate,  may  look  to  his  lands  and  lodgings,  and  fay,  This  ho«-:*ff 
^$  mine,  apd  this  Isuid  is  mine,  and  fuch  and  futh  things  ^•''c 
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mine,  for  they  are  my  hufband'si  and  he  is  mine,  and  I  am 
his :  fo  may  the  believer,. by  virtue  of  his  marriage- union  with 
the  Son  of  God,  when  he  looks  to  heaven,  ^e  may  fay,  1  hat  this 
18 my  habitation ;  when  he  looks  to  the  earth,  he  may  fay,  This 
is  my  inns ;  when  he  looks  to  the  angels,  he  may  fay,  Thcfe 
are  my  guards  \  when  he  looks  round  about  him,  he  may  fay. 
All  things  are  mine,  for  they  belong  to  my  blifled  Huibaiidy 
who  is  heir  of  all  things^  and  I  am  heir  ofGpd  through  him  \ 
his  righteoufnefs  is  mine  to  jufttfy  me,  his  grace  is  mine 
to  fan£lify  me,  his  Spirit  is  mine  to  conoiort  me,  his  coveniint 
is  mine,  for'it  was  made  with  him,  and  with  me  through  bim, 
&c. 

Ithly^  Confider  that  thy  bleHed  flufband,  believer,  he  calls 
thee  to  lean  upon  him,  he  counfcls  and  encourages  thee  to  de- 
pend on  him  as  thou  comeil  out  of  the  wildernefs  \  he  fpcaks 
to  his  fpoufe  in  a  kindly  way,  faying,  ^'  Caft  thy  burden  upon  the 
Lord,  and  he  will  fuftain  thee  :  Cafe  all  your  cares  upon  him, 
for  he  careth  for  you  :  Truft  in  him  at  ail  times,^  ye  peoplcj 
pour  out  your  hearts  before  him,*'  &c. 

6tlflj^  To  encourage  thy  dependence  on  him  in  the  wilder* 
fiefs,  conGder  his  tender  fympathy  with  thee  under  all  thy 
ailments  and  infirmities.  Thou  art  as  dear  to  him  as  the 
very  ''  apple  of  his  eye,"  and  he  has  '*  thee  fet  as  a  fcal  on  his 
heart  and  his  arm,^  and  he  is  ^*  touched  with  the  feeling  of  thy 
infirmities ;  he  gathers  the  lambs  with  his  arms,  he  carries 
,them  in  his  bofpm,  he  gently  leads  thofe  that  are  with  young  ; 
and  he  giveth  power  unto  the  faint,  and  incrc;ifeth  (Irength  to 
them  that  have  no  might." 

Lqftly^  If  you  do  not  lean  on  him,  you  will  furely  faint,  and 
fag,  and  fit  up  in  thy  journey  through  the  wildernefs ;  but  if  thou 
lean  and  reft  on  him,  '^  thou  {halt  renew  thy  ftrength,  and 
mount  up  with  wings  as  eagles,"  thou  Qialt  run  and  not  be 
weary^  and  walk  and  not  faint,  till  thou  come  to  Zion,  with 
fongs.  Now,  let  all  thefe  confiderations  encourage  you  to 
come  up  from  the  wildernefs^  leaning  on  your  beloved. 

III.  To  (hut  up  this  difcourfe,  it  may  be  aflced,  What  ad- 
▼ICC  do  you  give  us,  in  order  to  our  living  a  life  of  faith,  or 
our  leaning  on  the  beloved,  as  we  come  up  from  the  wilder- 
nefs ?  I  anfwer  in  general,  that  there  is  a  threefold  obje6l 
ihat  mud  be  kept  in  view,  in  order  to  our  living  by  faith ;  and 
every  a£):  of  faving  faith  terminates  upon  all  the  three  in  their 
proper  order.  1.  There  is  the  promilc.  2.  There  is  Chrift  in 
the  prbmife.  3.  Upon  God  in  Chrift.  True  faith  can  want 
pone  of  them,  and  it  is  not  a  right  faith  that  mifles  one  of 
thexn.    The  promife  is  but  a  cypher^  without  Chrift ;  and 
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Chrift  is  no  Chriit,  without  we  take  God  up  in  him.  Faith 
Cannot  fix  upon  Chrift  without  the  promife,  and  it  cannot  fii 
opon  God  but  as  he  is  in  Chrift  r  take  away  the  promife,  and 
you  take  away  Chrift ;  and  take  away  Chrift,  and  you  takeaway 
God ;  for  Grod  is  no  God  to  a  finner,  but  as  he  is  in  Chrift* 
Sd  then,  of  neceffity  thefe  three  grand  objeAs  of  faith  muft 
be  taken  in,  and  taken  up»  in  order  to  a  life  of  faith.  Ai|d 
therefore  1  (ball  endearour  to  fliew  how  faith  is  to  a£t  upQ|i 
erery  one  of  them,  by  anfwering  a  threefold  queftton.  i » 
|iow  faith  is  to  a£t  upon  the  promife  of  the  word;  which 
is  the  next  and  immediate  object  of  faith  ?  2.  How  it  is  to 
be  afted  upon  Chrift  /  3.  How  it  is  to  aft  upon  a  God  in 
Chrift? 

^uefi.   I.  What  counfcl  or  advice  do  you  give  us,  in  brdei 
to  our  lif  ing  by  faith  upon  the  promife,  which  is  the  next  01  ^ 
moft  immediate  objeft  of  faith  ?  * 

I  anfwer,  in  order  to  your  living  by  faith  upon  the  promife^^^ 
I  give  you  thcfe  few  advices  following. 

In  your  reading  of  the  fcriptures,  coUeA  the  promifetip. 
and  gather  them,  pick  diem  up ;  for  <'  by  thefe  do  men  Uve^ 
and  in  all  thefe  is  the  life  of  your  fouls.''    By  the  *^  great 
and  precious  promifes*^  we  are  made  ^*  partakers  of  the  divino 
nature,**  &c. 

Treafure  them  up  in  your  minds,  for  they  are  the  fuel  of 
faith;  and  faith  can  as  Hetle  a£l  without  the  promife  as  fire  can 
bum  without  fuel.  And  therefore  let  your  minds  be,  like  the 
pot  in  the  ark,  always  full  of  the  manna  of  the  word.  A  promife 
hid  in  the  heart  will  do  you  feryice  when  you  have  neither  ac« 
cefs  to  read  nor  hear,  &c. 

Be  frequently  meditating  on  them,  and  rolling  th^m  like  a 
fweet  morfcl  under  your  tongue.  •*  While  I  was  niufing,  the 
fire  burned,"  fays  David,  faith,  which  works  by  love,  is  fefc 
a-work  by  ferious  meditation.  The  promifes  arc  the  fweeteft 
lines  in  Chrift*s  love-letters  to  his  fpoufe  :  there  is  majefty  in 
the  command,  feverity  in  the  threatening;  but  Ipyeana  mercy 
prtdominatcs  in  the  promife,"  &c» 

Be  frequently  pleading  the  promife  in  prayer.  The 
promife  is  God's  bond,  and  God's  bond  is  to  be  purfued 
in  the  court  of  grace,  at  the  thrpne  of  ^race  :  *•  For  thefe 
things  i  will  be  inquired  of,"  &c.  This  was  David's  way  ;r 
f'  Remember  the  word  upon  which  thou  haft  caufed  me  to! 
hope,"  &c. 

Study  to  know  and  be  pcrfuaded,  that  the  promife  of  God 
^s  a  notable  and  excellent  fccurity.  And  this  appears  from  thi^ 
confideration  ;  it  is  the  word  of  God  '♦  who  cannot  lie,"  &c.  \ 
ii  is  his  regiftratc  w^id,  &c.  it  is  his  (ealed  word^  &c.  \  he  has 
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giren  caution  that  hia  word  fliall  be  good,  &c.  \  he  gWea  the 
Catncft  of  his  word,  the  holy  (pirit  of  promife,  &c.  \  he  haa 
added  his  oath  to  it,  &&  \  he  has  atteftcd  it  by  the  three  that 
bear  record  in  hearen,  &c. 

I  adTiTc  you  to  take  up  the  promife  as  delivered  and  indorfed  . 
unto  YOU  :  **  To  yott  is  the  word  of  this  (iiliration  fent :  The 
prdmife  is  unto  you,  and  to  your  feed/'  &c.  Heb.  ir.  i.  *<  Let 
us  fear,  left  a  promife  bein|  left  us,"  &c* 

Take  up  the  promife  as  the  genuine  thought  and  piSure  of 
his  heart,  and  that  he  really  thinks  as  he  fpeaks  \  for  unbelief 
is  ready  to  fuggeft,  that  he  fays  one  thing,  and  thinks  ano» 
ther.  Be  aware  of  this,  it  is  an  imputation  upon  man  to 
do  fo,  and  the  ufe  of  words  is  loft  if  men  do  not  think  as 
they  fpeak:  far  iefs  are  we  to  imagine  that  diere  b  any 
difingentiity  in  a  God  of  truth  ;  no,  no,  his  words  corre- 
spond to  his  mind,.  &g« 

Be  perfuaded  that  it  is  an  eafy  thing  far  God  to  fulfil  his 
promtie*  There  is  no  fuch  diRance  between  God's  laying  and 
worUng,  as  we  Hive  ready  to  iihagine,  Pfiil.  izjdii.  9.  '^  He 
fpake,  and  it  was  done/'  ice.  Unbelief  reprelents  thf  promifa 
as  a  thing  difiicult  or  hard  to  be  perfonned ;  but  it  is  quite 
ddierwife  :  laying  and  working  n  all  one  with  God;  he  com- 
mands  *^  things  that  are  not,  as  if  they  were." 

In  pleading  the  promife^  beware  of  fimitiog  the  holy  One  of 
Ifraek  To  clear  this^  ake  thefe  two  cautions,  i.  Beware  of 
being  peremptory  in  etpe£ting  what  is  not  abfelutely  promifedp 
&c.  2.  Do  not  always  cxpeA  a  prefeot  accompliaiment  of  the 
promife,  hut  wait;  for  **  the  vifion  is  for  an  appointed  time,'^ 
&c.  ^  He  that  belieTech,  docs  not  make  hafte,"  &c 

When  faith  cannot  get  fiit  upon  the  conditional  promife, 
then  let  it  go  to,  the  abfolnte,  where  the  conditton  mentioned  is 
ay  to  be  found,  &c. 

Take  care  that,  in  a£king  faith  upon  the  promife,  you  ai« 
ways  remember  the  relation  between  Chriil  and  the  promife  ; 
for  '^  all  the  promifes  are  in  him  yea,  and  in  him  amen.'^ 
Many  break  their  necks  upon  the  promife,  by  feparating  be^ 
tween  Chrift  ^nd  the  promife ;  Chrift  is  the  Al^a  and  Omega 
of  all  the  promifes. 

^eft.  What  is  the  relation  between  Qurift  and  the  pro* 
mife  ? 

Jinfkv*  I.  Chrift  is  to  be  confidered  as  the  firft  heir  of  aU  the 
promifes.  Adam  was  the  heir  of  the  promife  of  life  made  in 
tho  firft  covenant,  while  he  continued  in  his  obedience  ;  but 
he  loft. his  heirfllip  to  himfelf  and!  his  whole  tribe  by  the  fall : 
Chrift^  as  the  fecoud  Adam,  fteps  in^  and  fulfils  the  coMmand    « 
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of  the  firfl:  covenant,  and  undergoes  its  penalty  in  our  room  i 
and  fo  he  becomes  a  new  heir  to  the  pi omife  of  eternal  life^ 
and  of  every  thing  pertaining  to  it.  Now,  our  title  to 
the  promife  comes  in  through  him,  through  his  obedience, 
and  death,  his  everlafting  righteonfnefs ;  fo  that  in  believing 
the  promife,  we  muft  at  the  fame  time  fubmit'to  his  righte-. 
oiifnefs. 

^.  Chrift  is  to  be  confidered  as  the  great  bleiEng  contained  ia 
all  the  prorhifes ;  hence  called  in  a  way  of  erainencyi  '*  The 
mercy  promifed  to  the  fathers.**  What  was  the  firft  promife 
in  paradife,  but  Chrift  the  feed  of  the  woman  ?  What  was  the 
promife  to  Abraham,  but  Chrift,  *'.in  whom  all  the  nations  of 
the  «arth  were  to  be  blefled  V*  And  when  he  is  promifed,  all  is 
promifed ;  for  he  liall  in  alL  There  is  not  a  promife  in  the 
Bible,  but  has  lefs  or  more  of  Chrift  in  it*'  In  a  word,  Chrift 
bimfelf,  as  contained  in  the  word  of  faith,  draws  all  the  bleffings 
of  heaven  atid  a  Jong  eternity  after  hxcnu  ' 

Chrift  is  to  beconBdered  as  the  glorious  fountain  and  trea* 
fury,  in  whom  all  the  promifed  bkffings  are  hid..  He  it  is  in 
whom  all  the  treafures  of  grace  and  giory  are  hid ;  and  it  is  out 
of  his  fulneis  that: we  receive  all  promifed  grace,  &c. 

4.  Chrifit  is  the' foundation  and  ground  upon  which  they  all 
ftand.     The  believer  and  the  promife  ftand  upon  the  fame 
foundation  ^  *^  Behold,  I  lay  in  Zioo  a  foundation.'*  '  And  alLa 
the  promifes  are  founded  upon  him,  upon  his  blood  and  fatis-— 
faAion,  without  which  never  a  promife  had  been  given  out  by-« 
God  to  any  of  the  children  of  men.     And  faith,  in  improving 
the»promife,  leans  upon  this  foundation,  ftands  upon  this^ 
ground :  juft  as  a  man  leaning  upon  a  ftaff,  he  fets  the  fta£ 
upon  the  ground,  and  fo  Ifcans  upon  the  ftaff:  for  except  th^ 
ftaff  lean  to  the  ground,  it  will  not  fnpport  us ;  fo  unlefs  th^ 
ftaff  of  the  promif«  be  fet  upon  Chrift  as  its  pioper  ground,  I  ^ 
will  do  us  no  fervice.     And  I  fear  a  dcfe£t  here  is  the  ruin 
of  many  gofpel- hearers  :  they  pretend  to  lean  to  God's  pro- 
jnife,  but  in  the  mean  time  they  do  not  fet  the  ftaff  of  the 
promife  upon  Chrift,  and  his  fatisfa£lion  and  interceiEon ;  and 
io  they  and  their  faith  fall  into  hell  together  in  the  end.  Thus 
I  have  given  you  fome  advices,  in  order  to  your  improvement 
of  the  promifes  in  a  way  of  believing. 

^eft.  2.  How  is  faith  to  a<^  upon  Chrift  in  the  promife,  or 
by  virtue  of  the  promife  ?  for,  as  i  told  you,  all  the.promiCes 
are  in  him,  and  he  is  in  all  the  promifes. 

For  anfwer  to  this,  I  would  have  you  know,  that  in  every 
promife  of  the  word,  Chrift  is  reprefented  as  cloathcd  or  veft- 
cd  with  one  or  other  of  his  mediatory  oi&ces  of  prophet,  prieft^ 
cr  king  ;  he  is  made  ofGzd  u?ito  us  ivifdom  as  a  ptophctj  righte^ 
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tiufmfs  as  a  prieft,  znA  fan^ificmthn  as  a  king;  aiid  in  one  or 
other  of  thefe  offices  he  gives  out  all  the  fure  mercies  of  Da* 
vid,  all  the  bleflings  of  a  covenant  of  grace.  And  therefore, 
in  order  to  your  living  by  faith  upon  Chrill  in  the  promife, 
take  the  few  following  advices. 

I.  Study  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  perfon  and  offices 
of  Chrift.     Study,  I  fay,  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the  digni- 
ty atid  excellency  of  his  perfon  as  he  is  '<  Emmanuel,  the 
\Vord  made  flelh,  God  manifeflcd  in  the  fleffi ;"  for  upon  the 
excellency  of  his  perfon  depends  the  validity  of  the  whole  of 
his  undertaking  as  our  Redeemer.     Without  this  be  kept  in 
the  foul's  vieW|  it  cannot  but  wander  in  the  dark,  withouc 
i'dowing  where  to  fix  ;  we  will  be  fair  to  miilake  a  ihadow  in- 
ftead  of  a  fubftance,  without  we  have  becoming  views  of  ths 
Excellency  of  a  Redeemer's  perfon.     But  then,  I  fay,  we  mult 
ftudy  to  know  him,  not  only  in  his  per  Ion,  but  in  his  offices 
^v^herewith  he  is  veiled ;  for  faith,  or  truit,  has  a  refpe£t  unto 
^  perfon  stUtA  with  fome  office  or  other.     As  when  you  em- 
ploy an  advocate,  you  truft  the  perfon  as  cloathed  with  thac 
^£Ecc;  when  you  employ  a  phylician,  you  truft  the  perfon  as 
^loathed  with  that  office;  and  when  you  employ  a  minifcer,  you 
^iruft  his  perfon  as  cloathed  with  the  mtnifterial  office  ;  fo  here 
'^'(^hen  we  employ  Chrift,  or  lean  upon  him,  we  truft  him  as 
^loathed  with  his  prophetical,  prieftly,  or  kingly  offices.    And 
^l^ereforeiin  order  to  the  life  ot  faith,  ftudy  to  be  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  perfon  of  Chrift  as  vefted  with  thefe  offices,  and 
'^'i^hat  it  is  that  we  are  to  expe£t  from  him  as  cloathed  with 
"^^efe  offices. 

^eft.  What  has  faith  to  expe£k  from   Chrift  as  a  pro- 
^nct  ? 

Anfiv.  As  a  prophet  he  reveals  his  Father's  will  by  \\i^ 
^ord  externally,  and  by  his  Spirit  internally  ;  and  therefore 
^ith  eyes  him  for  initrudiion  in  the  things  of  God,  &c.     As 
"^'1    a  prophet,  "  he  received  gifts  for  men,  and  gives  apoftles, 
P^i    fropbets,  paftors,  and  teachers  •,"  and  therefore  faith  looks 
alii    ^  **  paftors  according  to  his  heart,'*  and  for  his 

rhif]  '^^^Qg  upon  the  word  and  ordinances  difpenfed  by  them, 
acA  ^^^  ^^^  edification  of  his  body,  &c.  As  a  prophet,  he  received 
the  Spirit,  aAd  ail  his  influences ;  and  therefore  faith  looks 
to  him  in  this  office  for  the  Spirit  to  *'  lead  into  all  truth,"  to 
rend  the  vail,  difpel  darknefs,  and  to  lead  in  the  way  we  know 

DOC. 

^fi*  What  has  faith  to  expeft  from  Chrift,  as  a  prieft  ? 

Anfw.  As  a  prieft,  he  fatisfies  juftice,  redeems  from  the 
CQrfe  of  the  law,  from  hell  and  wrath.  As  a  prieft,  he 
^*  brings  in evcrlaftingrighteoufnefs,  and  makes  intcrceffion  for 
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the  tranfgrefiors,  opens  the  way  to  the  holieft.''  And  hence 
faith  has  ground  to  expe£i  from  him  the  benefits  of  hit  pur- 
chafe,  every  mercy  of  the  covenant,  as  the  price  of  his  blood, 
and  the  fruit  of  his  interceflion. 

^efl.  What  has  faith  to  cxpeft  from  Chrift  as  a  king  ? 

Anfu).  As  a  king,  he  gives  forth  his  laws,  and  a  heart  to 
obey  them ;  and  therefore  faith  expels  that  he  will  mould 
heart  and  life  in  a  conformity  to  his  will,  according  to  that 
promife,  "  I  will  write  my  laws  in  their  hearts,**  &c-     As  a- 
king,  he  fubdues  his  and  his  people's  enemies ;  and  therefore 
faith  looks  to  him  for  victory  over  fin,  Satan ,  and  the  worlds   - 
&:c.    As  a  king,  *^  the  j^vemment  is  upon  his  {houlders/^  and. 
he  rules  in  the  midft  of  his  enemies  :  and  therefore  faith  ex* 
ipc&s  that  all  (hall  be  well,  according  to  his  promife,  Rom* 
viii.  ab.  ^^  All  things  (hall  work  together  for  good,  to  theok 
that  love  God,**  &c.     As  a  king,  he  gives  peace  of  coafcience, 
joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  increafe  of  grace,  and  perfeverance 
therein  to  the  end;  and  therefore  faith  experts  all  the fe  things 
from  him,  as  -vefted  with  a  kingly  office.    Thus  you  fee  whac 
excellent  matter  faith  has  to  work  upon,  when  it  views  the 
perfon  of  Chrift ^  as  cioathed  with  his  prophetical,  prieftly,  and 
kingly  offices.    Now,  in  order  to  your  living  by  faith  on  him, 
lludy  to  have  a  clear  uptaking  of  his  perfon,  God-man  cioath- 
ed vC'ith  thefe  offices. 

2.  Another  advice  I  give  you,  confequential  to  the  former, 
is  this,  Study  to  know  and  be  perfuaded,  that  thefe  offices  of 
Chrid  are  purely  relative,  that  is,  they  are  not  for  his  o\yn, 
but  for  our  advantage  ;  it  was  for  us  that  he  took  thefe  offices 
iipon  him,  and  it  is  for  our  benefit  that  he  exercifes  them. 
Tea,  in  fome  refpeA,  thefe  offices  depend  on  us  as  one  rela- 
tion depends  upon  another ;  for  as  there  cannot  be  a  father 
without  a  child,  fo  Chriil  could  not  be  a  prophet  without  there- 
were  ignorant  Tinners  to  inilruQ ;  he  could  not  be  a  prieii:^ 
without  there  were  guilty  tranfgrefTors  for  whom  he  might  fa^  ^ 
tisfy  and  intercede  ;  he  could  not  be  a  king,  without  fubje&s  r  ^ 

govern.     So  that  thefe  offices  of  Chrift  are  purely  relative  ;  h • 

is  a  prophet  for  us,  a  prieft  for  us,  and  a  king  for  us  :  hencc^^ 
X  Cor.  i.  30.  he  is  made  of  God  unto  us  (not  to  himfeif,  but  t== 
us)  wifdom,  righteoufnefs,  fanAification,  and  fedemption-i-^ 
Oh  what  ftrong  ground  has  faith  to  lean  upon,  when  the^B^ 
offices  of  Chrift  are  taken  up  in  this  view  and  relation  to  U3^E=: 
Oh,  will  faith  fay,  I  will  truft  him  for  illumination  and  ii— * 
ilrudlion,  becaufe  he  is  a  prophet  for  to  inftru£l  the  ignorant^^ 
I  will  truft  him  for  pardon,  peace,  and  reconciliation,  becau^^ 
he  is  a  **  prieft  ordained  for  men  in  things  pertaining  to  God  ^^ 
I  will  truft  him  for  fan^lification,  and  vi^ory  ever  deatb^  ao.  ^ 

firs. 
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(in,  and  Satan,  and  the  world,  becaufe  he  is  giren  for  a  com- 
msmdcr  and  king  to  the  people  :  he  will  inftruA  rne,  he  wilt 
jttftify  me,be  willlaaflifyyaod  fubdue  mine  iniquities,  becaufe 
lie  is  my  prophet,  prieft,  ^nd  king* 

3*  Be  perfuaded,  that  Chrift  executes  all  thefe  offices  at  a 
duty  or  a  truft  committed  to  him.  When  a  man  it  cloathed 
-with  any  office,  he  is  obliged  to  difcharge  the  duties  of  that  ofr 
fice ;  and  he  is  unfaithful  to  his  truft,  if  he  do  it  not.  Hift 
Father's  commandment  is  upon  him  to  this  purpofe,  and  there* 
fore  called  his  Father's  **  fervant :  This  commandment  (at  a 
ferrant),  he  xeceived  from  the  Father."  And  not  only  his  Fai» 
ther's  command,  but  his  own  voluntary  engagement,  PfaL  xl.  6. 
'<  Mine  ears  haft  thou  bored."  Now,  is  it  to  be  once  thought 
or  imagined,  that  Chrift  will  fail  in  the  duties  of  his  offices, 
wikich  the  Father  commanded  him,  and  which  he  himfelf  hat 
Toluntarily  engaged  with  ? 

4*  Let  faith  begin  firft  to  a£l  upon  the  prieftly  office  q£ 
Chrift ;  for  this  is  the  hafis  and  foundation  of  the  other  two. 
If.  liii.  at  the  clofe,  Phil.  ii.  8—10.  Pfal  ex.  laft.  The  pricfk 
under  the  law,  he  had  the  Urim  and  Tfaummim  in  his  breaft* 
plate,  and  a  crown  upon  his  head  ;  to  learn  us,  that  the  king- 
iy  and  prpphedcal  offices,  of  whidi  thefe  were  the  badges, 
were  both  founded  on  the  facerdotal  or  prieftly  office.  So 
then,  ftudy  to  improiTe  Chrift,  as  a  prieft  and  propitiation,  fet 
forth  in  the  glorious  gofpel,  to  be  applied  by  faith  \  and  then 
it  will  be  eafy  to  believe  that  he  is  thy  prophet  and  king.  If 
thou  canft  believe  that  he  fufFered  and  fatisfied  for  thy  uns,  it 
will  be  eafy  for  thee  to  believe,  chat  as  a  prophet  he  will  wafii 
thee,  and  as  a  king  he  will  (anftify,  and  fubdue  thine  iniquities. 
Yea,  know,  Sirs,  for  your  encouragement,  that  the  very  end 
why  Chrift  purchafed  grace  and  glory  by  his  blood  was,  that 
it  might  be  offered  unto  all,  and  actually  applied  unto  every 
fool  dbat  believes  in  him.  So  then,  let  faith  ground  firft  upon 
the  prieftly  office  of  Chrift,  and  upon  that  foundation  claim 
the  benefit  of  his  other  offices. 

5.  Remember.how  affe£tionateIy  Chrift  executed  thefe  offices 
upon  earth,  and  this  will  be  a  ftrong  ground  to  believe  that 
he  will  not  negle£b  them,  now  that  he  is  afcended  into 
heaven.  He  had  a  great  defire  to  be  facrificed,  Luke  xii.  50. 
*^I  have  a  baptifm  to  be  baptifed  with,  and  how  am  I 
ftraitened  till  it  be  accomplifhcd !"  He  hnged  to  be  dipt 
in  the  Red  fea  of  his  Father's  wrath.  The  word  fignifies 
that  his  foul  was  big  01  fw^I/ed  vrithin  him  with  defire.  He  had 
not  only  defire,  but  delight  in  bis  mediatory  work  :  ^  I  delight 
to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God.  Yea,  he  rejoiced  in  fpirit  when 
the  time  of  his  fuffering  drew  nean    Now,  m^J  faith  argue, 

Pi* 
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Did  Chrifl:  execute  his  offices  with  fuch  defire,  delight,  and 
joy,  \ti  a  ilate  of  humiliation  ;  and  will  he  not  much  more 
do  it  in  a  ftate  of  exaltation  ?  Yea,  furely  he  will ;  for  he 
28  *'  Jefus  Chriit,  the  fame  yeftetday,  and  to  day,  and  for 
ever-*' 

'  6.  ConHder,  that  both  the  Father  and  the  Holy  Ghofl  are 
engaged  for  the  execution  of  thcfc  offices  of  Chrift.  The 
Father  is  engaged^  becaufe  he  ordained  him  to  thefe  ofiices^ 
ind  ordained  him  with  the  folemniry  of  a  decree,  Pfal.  ii.  and 
with  the  folemnity  of  an  oath,  Pfal.  ex.  and  with  the  fo- 
lemnity  of  a  proclamation  from  heaven,  Matth.  iii.  at  the  clofe, 
*'  This  is  nly  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed  ;  hear 
ye  him."  Now,  may  faith  fay,  was  Chrift  ordained  with 
foch  folemnity  to  his  mediatory  offices  by  his  Father;  and 
will  not  the  Father  fee  to  the  execution  of  them  with  refp^ft 
to  my  foul,  that  puts  its  truit  in  him  ?  Again,  as  the  Father, 
ib  the  Holy  Ghoft  is  concerned  in  the  execution  of  thefe 
offices.  The  Holy  Ghoft  f urnifhed  him  with  gifts  and  graces 
for  this  very  end  :  If.  Ixi.  i.  ^^  The  fpirit  of  the  Lord  God  is 
upon  me,  becaufe  the  Lord  hath  anointed  me  to  preach  good 
tidings  unto  the  meek,  he  hath  fent  me  to  bind  up  the  broken- 
hearted, to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captivep,  and  the  opening 
of  the  prifon  to  them  that  are  bound,"  &c.  Now,  will  ever 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  lofe  his  labour  ?  No,  no :  God  has 
^*  put  his  Spirit  upon  him,  therefore  he  will  bring  foi-th  judge- 
ment to  the  Gkntiles,  and  the  ifles  (hall  wait  for  his  law.'' 
Thus  you  fee,  that  faith  has  all  the  fecurity  that  Heaven  can 
affiard  for  the  execution  of  his  offices.  Thus,  then,  come  up 
from  the  w'lldernefs^  leaning  upon  the  beloved, 
.  ^e(l.  3.  How  is  faith  to  aft  upon  a  God  in  Chrift,  who  is 
the  ultimate  objeft  of  faith  ? 

Anfiv*  In  thefe  particulars,  i.  Let  faith  view  a  God  in  Chrift 
in  a  Way  of  appropriation,  as  its  own  God.  This  we  find  has 
been  the  way  of  the  faints  in  all  ages  and  generations;  it  ftill 
lays  claim  to  God  in  Chrift,  with  its  appropriating  mjy  &t. 
Pfal.  xvi.  2-  ••  O  my  foul,  thou  haft  faid  unto  the  Lord,  Thou 
art  my  Lord."  And,  ver.  5.  "  The  Lord  is  the  portion  of  mine 
inheritance,  and  of  my  cup,"  &c.  And  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  26.  **  My 
fleQi  and  my  heart  faileth :  but  God  is  the  ftrength  of  ray 
heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever.'^  And  if  you  srfk,  Upon 
what  ground  doth  faith  go,  in  laying  claim  to  a  God  in 
Chrift  as  its  own  God  ?  1  anfwer,  It  goes  upon  the  ground 
of  his  afluming  our  nature  in  the  pcrfon  of  his  eternal  Son,  and  the 
rovenanr-grantand  promife  through  him ;  "  I  am  the  Lord  thy 
God  ;  I  will  be  your  God,  and  ye  (hall  be  my  people/'  Faith 
fc  t8  to  its  ^men  unto  the  grant,  and  fays,  "  This  God  is  my  God  for 
i  •  ever  i'* 
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CVCT  ;*'  and  it  flraM  be  fo,  becaufe  he  has  faid  it ;  and,  "  Haf 
he  fud  it,  nnd  will  he  not  do  it  ?  hath  he  fpoken  it,  and  (hall  it 
not  come  to  pafs  ?'• 

2.  Having  fixed  thy  claim  unto  a  God  in  Chrift  as  thy  own 
God,  then  proceed  to  take  a.  view  of  all  his  attributes  andpei'- 
feAions;  for  every  one  of  them  (as  1  (hewed  before)  is  a  pillar 
and  ftrong  rock,  on  which  thy  faith  may  Iran  with  the  great- 
eft  confidence  and  fecurity,  even  **  though  the  earth  (hould  be 
removed,  though  the  mountains  (liould  be  cad  into  the  midft 
of  the  fea.**  O,  will  faith  fay,  my  God  is  a  God  of  infinite 
power,  and  "  doth  whatever  pleafoth  him  in  the  armies  of 
heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  j"  and  this 
power  is  through  Chrift  engaged  for  my  prefervation,  "  He 
will  hide  me  as  in  a  pavilion  in  the  evil  day."  My  God  in 
Chrift  is  a  God  of  infinite  wifdom  ;  and  therefore  he  will  lead 
me  in  the  way  I  Inoiu  not,  and  make  me  wl/e  to/alvathn.  He 
is  a  God  of  infinite  juftice  ;  and  therefore,  having  accepted  a 
fatisfa£lion  for  my  fins  in  the  Surety,  he  is  "ifaithful  and  juft 
in  forgiving  ;'*  he. will  **  blot  out  mine  iniquities  as  a  cloud,** 
&c.  He  is  a  God  of  unfpotted  holinefs ;  and  therefore  he  will 
fan^lify  me  according  to  his  covenant ;  •*  1  will  fprinkle  them 
with  clean  water,"  &c.  He  is  a  God  of  infinite  bowels  and 
mercy ;  and  therefore  he  will  pity  and  pardon  me,  and  "  hear 
mc  when  I  cry,"  &c.  He  is  a  God  of  infinite  faithfulnefs^ 
this  is  the  *'  girdle  of  his  loins  and  reins  ;"  and  therefore  he 
will  not  fuffer  his  promife  to  fall,  ^'  his  covenant  he  will  not 
break,"  &c.  Thas  faith  leans  and  refts  on  the  divine  attri* 
butes  as  they  are  manifefted  in  Chrift. 

3.  Faith  leans  upon  a  God  in  Chrift,  as  one  that  is  in(inite- 
]y  bountiful  and  liberal ;  and  argues  as  the  apoftle  doth,  Rom. 
yiii.  32.  "  He  that  fparcd  not  his  own  Son,  but  delivered  him 
up  for  us  all,  how  will  he  not  with  him  alio  freely  give  us  all 
things  ?"  Faith  fees  that  his  treafurcs  can  never  be  dimim(hcd, 
far  lefs  can  they  be  fpent  or  cxiiaufted;  and  Oh  how  heartfome- 
iy  doth  faith  lay  claim  to  thefe  treafurcs,  when  it  hears  him 
faying,  as  J^mcs  i.  5.  "  If  any  man  lack  wifdom,  let  him  afk 
of  God,  that  giveth  to  all  men  liberally,  and  upbraideth  not : 
and  it  (hall  be  given  him." 

4*  Faith  views  the  providence  of  a  God  in  Chrift  as  calcu- 
late and  defigned  for  the  advancement  of  his  own  glory,  and 
levelled  at  the  good  of  them  that  love  him  ;  and  this  quiets 
the  foul  amid  ft  all  the  reelings  and  fhakings  of  this  lower 
world.  "  The  Lord  reigneth,  let  the  earth  rejoice :  let  the 
multitude  of  ifles  be  glad  thereof." 

5.  Lafilyy  Faith,  afting  upon  a  God  in  Chrift,  will  fee  an 
eternity  ot  happinefs  beyond  time,  in  the  immediate  fruition 

and 
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and  enio]rment  of  him  ;  hence  is  that  of  Dayitf,  Pfal.  Ixxiii.  26. 
*<  My  fleih  and  my  heart  faileth  :  but  God'  is  the  ftrength  of 
my  hearts  and  my  portion  for  ever.** 


THE  TRUE  SUBSTANCE  AND  STRENGTH  OF  A 
CHURCH  AND  NATION, 


TWO    SERMONS^ 

FRCACHEP  AT  THE   ADMINISTRATION  OF   THE  SACRAMENT 
OF  THE  lord's  SUPPER  AT  DUNFERMLINE^  JUNE  lO.  AND 
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IsA.  ?L  13.— &  the  holy  feed Jball  he  ihefubftance  thereof^ 


IN  this  chapter  we  have,  firjl^  An  awful  vifion  of  God  made 
unto  the  prophet  Ifaiah.  He  got  a  view  of  the  iufinite 
Jehovah,  in  the  perfon  of  his  eternal  Son ;  for  fo  Chrift  him- 
iclf  explains  it,  John  xii.  41.  "  Thefe  things  faid  Efaias,  when 
he  faw  his  glory."  Chrift  had  a  glory  with  the. Father  before 
his  incarnation,  y^a,  before  the  world  was  \  and  Ifaiah  got  a 
view  of  this  glory,  ^teft*  What  did  he  fee  ?  Anf'Ui.  i.  He 
faw  his  throne,  high  and  lifted  up.  2.  He  faw  his  temple,  his 
church  on  earth,  filled  with  the  train  of  his  glorious  excellen* 
cies.  3.  He  faw  the  bright  attendants  that  furround  his  throne^ 
Cherubims  and  Seraphims,  covering  their  faces  with  their 
wings,  becaufe  of  the  dazzling  floods  of  glory  that  brake  out 
from  bis  prefence.  4.  He  heard  fome  of  their  anthems,  dr 
foDgs  of  praife,  whereby  they  celebrate  the  glory  of  his  unfpot- 
ted  holincfs  *,  and  then  fall  a- wondering,  that  the  brightnefs  of 
that  glory  (liould  ever  (hine  in  this  lower  world :  O,  fay  they, 
**  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory,"  ver.  3,  They  are  not 
iurprifed  to  fee  his  glory  fhining  in  heaven,  where  fin  never 
entered :  but  to  fee  the  glory  of  God  (hining  through  a  vail  of 
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fle(h»  and  difplayed  in  this  dunghiU-world  of  fin  and  mifery,  is^ 
what  fills  them  with  eternal  wonder. 

Ztcmdly^  We  hare  the  efFefis  of  this  vifion.  i.  Upon  the 
temple  ;  where,  it  is  like,  Ifaiah  got  the  manifeftation»  rer.  4. 
''  The  pofts  of  the  door  moved  at  the  voice  of  him  that  cried^ 
and  the  earth  (hook,  and  the  houfe  was  filled  with  fmoke»" 
A  cloud  was  caft  over  the  face  of  his  thronCi  and  the  pofts 
and  pillars  of  the  temple  fall  a-trembling,  as  a  fignal  of  the 
deftrudtion  of  the  city  and  temple  ;  firft  by  the  Babylonians, 
add  afterwards  by  the  Romans.  2.  Upon  this  the  prophet  is 
ftruck  with  conftemation  at  the  fight  of  the  divine  glory,  ver. 
5.  *<  Wo  is  me,  for  1  am  undone,  becaufe  I  am  a  man  of  un« 
clean  lips,  and  I  dwell  in  the  mid  (I  of  a  people  of  unclean 
lips :  for  mine  eyes  have  feen  the  King,  the  Lord  of  hods." 
3,  We  have  the  filencing  of  the  prophet's  fears  by  the  good 
and  comfortable  words  which  the  angel  fpake  unto  him  \  and 
a  fign  given  him  of  the  remiffion  of  his  fm,  as  a  preparation  for 
his  convcrfc  with  God,  ver.  6.  7.  "  Then  flew  one  of  the  Se- 
raphims  unto  me,  having  a  live-coal  in  his  hand,  which  he  had 
taken  with  the  tongs  from  off  the  altar.  And  he  laid  it  upon 
my  mouth,  and  faid,  Lo,  this  hath  touched  thy  lips,  and  thine 
iniquity  is  taken  away,>and  thy  fin  purged.^  4.  We  have  an 
awful  commiifion  given  unto  the  prophet.  An  inquiry  is 
made,  by  a  Trinity,  for  a  man  that  would  bear  the  commiflion; 
the  prophet  ofiers  himfelf :  ver.  8.  ^^  Whom  (hall  I  fend,  and 
who  will  go  for  us  ?  Here  am  I,  (fays  the  prophet),  fend  me.** 
The  prophet  is  a  volunteer  in  his  Mafter's  fervice,  ready  to  en- 
counter the  greateft  difficulties  in  the  work  ;  he  knew,  that  if 
he  had  God's  commiQion,  he  fhould  have  his  countenance  and 
afliftance  ;  he  fends  none  a  warfare  upon  their  own  charges. 
The  Lord  takes  the  prophet  at  his  word,  and  gives  him  his 
comroiffion,  ver.  9.  to  the  clofe.  Where  he  gives  him  to  un« 
derftand  three  things,  (i.)  That  the  generality  of  the  people 
to  whom  he  was  fent,  would  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  his  mefiage, 
which  would  be  followed  with  a  judicial  ftroke  of  blindnefs, 
deadncfs,  and  ftupidity,  ver.  9.  i  o.  ( 2  )  That  the  confequence 
of  jtbis  would  be  their  utter  ruin,  ycr.  11.  12.  (3.)  That  a 
remnant  fliould  be  fpared  as  a  monument  of  divine  mercy,  ver. 
1 3»  «  But  yet  in  ic  fliall  be  a  tenth,  and  it  (hall  return,  and 
ftall  be  eaten ;  as  a  teit-tree,  and  as  an  oak  whofe  fubftance  is 
in  them,  when  they  caft  their  leaves :"  y^  /A^  holy  feedjhall  be 
ihifubftanci  therenf. 

Where,  in  general,  you  may  fee,  that  in  the  worft  of  times, 
in  the  times  of  the  greateft  defedion  and  backfliding,  God  has 
a  little  remnant  that  keep  their  garments  clean,  and  that  in  the 
midft  of  the  moft  fweeping  and  defolating  calamities  he  will 
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take  fpecial  notice  of  for  good.  More  particularljr,  v9t  hire 
four  or  five  things  aflerted  in  this  verfe,  with  refpefl  to  the 
Lord's  remnant. 

1.  That  the  remnant  will  be  but  fmall,  "  In  it  {hallbe  a 
tenth  •,"  a  certain  number  put  for  an  uncertain:  a  very  fmall 
number, in  comparifon  of  the  multitude  that  (hallperifii  inthcit 
unbelief,  and  be  fl.un  in  the  common  calamity.  The  tenth  or 
tithe  was  God's  proportion  under  the  law,  confccratcd  for  his 
ufc. 

Obfervc,  That,  among  the  multitude  of  mankind  that  fall  to 
the  devil's  ihare,  God's  remnant  are  but  a  fmall  number  ;  his 
flock  is  but  a  little  (lock,  like  the  glcaninj;9  after  the  vintage. 
But  yet  them  he  will  not  want,  though  he  fliould  invade  hell 
to  recover  them  :  If.  liii.  12.  "I  will  divide  him  a  portion  with 
the  great,  and  he  (hall  divide  the  fpoil  with  the  ftrong."  And 
this  portion,  this  remnant,  (hall  be  confecrate  to  his  fervice  and 
honour,  as  the  tenth  was  under  the  law. 

2.  It  is  aiTcrted  of  this  remnant,  that  ihcyjha/l  return  >•  that 
is,  they  fliall  return  from  their  fins  and  backllidings,  and  the 
common  defections  and  backllidings  of  the  church  of  Ifrael  ^ 
and  they  excite  one  another,  faying,  "  Come  and  let*  us  re- 
turn unto  the  Lord  :  for  he  hath  broken,  and  he  will  bind  us 
up,"  Hof.  vi.  'I.  And  they  fhall  return  alfo  from  their  capti- 
vity In  Babylon  to  their  native  land ;  and  when  God  turns 
back  their  captivity,  it  will  be  refrefhing  like  fouth-running 
ftreams  of  water. 

3.  It  is  afferted  of  this  remnant,  that  it  Jhall  be  eaten  / 
that  is,  (fay  feme),  this  reirnant,  after  they  return,  ihall  be 
eaten,  conl'umed,  or  devoured  a  fecond  time  by  the  kings  of 
Aflyria. 

Obfcrve,  That  God's  remnmt  when  they  are  delivered  out 
of  one  trouble,  they  null  Jay  their  account  with  another; 
when  they  have  run  with  the  footmen,  they  muft  contend  luitb 
horfes. 

Or,  as  fome,  particularly  Henry  on  the  pUce,  underftands 
it,  fiall  he  eaten^  that  is,  flrail  be  accepted  of  God  as  the  tithe 
was,  which  was  meat  in  God's  boufe.  The  faving  of  this  rem- 
nant ihall  be  meat  to  the  faith  and  hope  of  them  that  wiih  well 
to  God's  kingdom  and  intereft. 

4.  It  is  fiid of  this  remnant,  that  it  (hall  be  "as  a  teil,  and 
as  an  oak  whofe  fubftance  is  iu  them,  even- when  they.caft 
their  leaves."  As  if  he  had  faid,  Thouj^h  they  -may  be  (tripped- 
of  their  outward  profperity,  and  (Ivare  of  the  common  calami- 
ty ;  yet  they  fiiall  recover  like  a  tree  in  the  fpring,  and  fprout 
and  flourifli  «gain  :  ultbough  they  fall,  they  Ihall  not  be  utterly 
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caft  ciown  ;  for  <<  theie  is  hope  of  a  tree,  though  it  be  cut  down, 
that  it  will  fprout  again/'  Job  xiv.  7. 

5.  That  this  diftinguiflied  remnant  (hall  be  the  ftay  and  fup^ 
port  of  the  public  intcreft  i  The  h$fy/eedjhall  be  m  fiibftanct 
thereof.     Where  we  may  notice  two  things. 

ifti  A  defcription  of  God's  little  remnant  \  they  are  the  holy 
feed. 

^dlji  The  bulk  they  bear  in  the  land,  or  in  God*s  view, 
however  little  account  may  be  made  of  them  by  the  men  of  the 
world  \  though  they  be  the  drofs  and  ofF»fcouring  of  the  earth, 
in  the  view  of  men  ;  yet,  before  the  I^ord,  they  are  the  fuhftanci 
thereof 

For  thefrji  of  thefc,  the  ^efignation  given  unto  God's  rem- 
nant, the  holy  feed.  Some  by  the  holy  feed  underftand  Chrift  ; 
who  is  fometimes  called  the  feed  of  the  woman,  the  feed  of 
Abraham,  fometimes  the  feed  of  David  according.to  the  flefli^ 
and  be,  befor^his  coming  in  the  flefti,  was  the  fubflance  or 
ftrength  of  the  Jewifh  nation  \  that  nation  was  preferved  from 
utter  ruin  till  the  Mefliah  (hould  come  of  it  \  hence  is  that  of 
the  prophet.  If.  Ixv.  8.  '*  Deftroy  it  not,  for  a  blefling  is  in  it  ;'* 
and  when  once  that  blefling  was  come,  in  whom  men  were  to 
be  blefied,  the  nation  and  church  of  the  Jews  was  foon  de- 
ftroyed  and  cut  oflF.  Others,  by  the  holy  feed^  underftand  the 
godly  remnant  that  were  among  that  people*  Thefe  are  fre^ 
quentiy  in  fcripture  fpoken  of  under  the  notion  oifeed :  PfaU 
xzii.  30.  '<  A  feed  (hall  ferve  him,  it  (hall  be  accounted  to  the 
Lord  for  a  generation.^'  And  If.  liii.  10.  ^*  He  (hall  fee  his 
feed."  And  then  they  are  called  a  holy  feed ;  becaufe  they  are 
renewed  after  the  image  of  God,  in  knowledge,  righteoulnefs, 
and  holinefs ;  feparate  from  the  reft  of  the  profane  world,  who 
were  carried  doWn  the  (Iream  bothof  perlonal  and  public  pro^ 
vocarion* 

24^,  Notice  the  bulk  ajxd  tooth  this  holy  feed  bears  \ti  God's 
view,  however  much  they  may  be  defpifed  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world ;  they  arc  the  fubftance  thereof  that  is,  of  the  church  and 
nation.  Some  think,  that  in  this  laft  claufe  the  former  meta- 
phor of  a  tree  is  ftill  continued*  The  body  of  the  Jewi(h  na- 
tion is  compared  to  a  tree,  cbmition  profeiTorsunto  the  leaves 
of  a  tree,  which  in  the  autumn  and  winter  ate  bibwh  aWay  in 
a  ftorm,  and  driven  hither  and  thither  with  the  wind  ;  but  the 
holy  feed^  or  God's  remnant  of  believers,  or  fan£tified  fotils,  are 
like  the  trunk  or  ftem  of  the  tree,  which  remain!  firm  againfl: 
the  winter- wind  of  tem(5tation,  errors  defe^lion^  or  perfecu-. 
tion  ;  and  having  the  life  and  fap  of  the  reality  of  the  grace  of 
God  in  them,  fprouts  and  flouri(hes  sgain  in  the  fpring,' 
when  the  winter  is  over  and  paft*    $i6me  read  the  words^ 

Vol.  II.  A  a  Th^ 


tiS  The  irui  Suhftance  and  Strenpb 

Tie  hal^  feed  jbidl  he  the  Jiay^  ftrenrth^  or  fupport  thereof\  \«SSr^ 
an  alluflon,  as  they  think)  unto  the  elms  and  oaks  wnicfi  greif 
on  cithtr  fide  of  the  caufcway ,  or  raifcd  way,  that  led  fWm  the 
king's  palace  unto  the  temple,  i  Kin^s  z.  5.  which  fefcte^dhi 
fupport  the  terrace,  or  railed  way,  that  the  earth  might  not  > 
fcrumble  away  from  it :  fo  the  truly  godly  in  the  nation  are  the 
ftay  and  fuppbtt  of  it ;  the  pillars  of  the  land,  that  keep  thfnga 
togedier,  that  the  whole  nation  and  church  do  not  go  td  utter 
rum. 

Observe,  "That  God's  remnant,  or  his  holy  feed,  in  a  church 
or  nation,  are  juft  the  ftrength  and  fubftancc  thereof-**  T^ 
hoijfeedjball  btthe  fuhfiance  thereof. 

The  dodirine  being  the  fame  with  the  words,  I  fliall  titt 
ftay  upon  the  proof  or  confirmation  thereof:  fcriptures  tO  this 
ptfirpofe  will  occur  in  the  profecutibn,  which  %(ha]l,  through 
the  Lord's  affiftance,  attempt  irt  the  following  order  and 'nre^ 
thod.  •    ^ 

I.  Give  fome  account  of  God's  remnant,  as  contradiftiri- 
guiihed  from  the  reft  of  Ae  world.  -     ' 

II.  Why  cAllcd  ayJ^//. 

III.  Why  called  a  helyfeed. 

IV.  What  may  be  imported  in  their  being  called  xhtfub-^ 
ftance  of  a  land  or  church. 

V.  In  what  refpedi  they  arc  fo.     Arid, 

VI.  Apply. 

I.  Tht  Jirft  thing  is,  to  give  fome  account  of  this  remfumt^  who 
ere  here  caHed  a  holy  feed,  in  contradifiinSlion  from  the  reft  of 


1.  then.  They  arc  a  people  of  a  diftinQ;  pedigree  ftom  the 
feft  of  mankind.  It  is  true,  indeedy  as  to  their  natural  birth, 
they  are  come  of  the  fame  common  ftock  of  the  fir  (I  Adam, 
and  therefore  **  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others  :"  but  as  to 
their  fpiritual  or  fupematural  birth,  they  arc  "  born,  not  of 
blood,  nor  of  the  will  of  the  fleih,  flor  of  the  will  of  man,  but 
of  God,"  John  i.  13.;  hence  ic  is  that  they  arc  ready  to  fay 
unto  God,  if.  Ixiii.  16.  "  Doubtlefs  thou  art  our  father,  though 
Abraham  be  ignorant  of  us,  and  Ifrael  acknowledge  us  not ; 
thou,  O  Lord,  art  our  father.** 

2.  This  remnant,  this  holy  feed,  they  are  a  people  under  a 
diftin£^  government  from  the  reft  of  mankind.     All  mankind 

'  ty  nature  are  under  the  government  of  the  devil,  the  god  of 
this  world ;  and  their  lufts  are  the  laws  by  which  they  walk, 
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Eph.  i|.  X*  3*  But  God's  remnant,  through  the  power  of  grace, 
haireVfpkeQ  the ir  covenant  with  helli  and  agreement  with  death, 
and  cifp:  themfclves  under  the  governnient  of  a  God  in  Chri/ly 
faying.  ^O  ^prd,  other  loisd^  befides  thee  have  had  dominion 
ovn  u|  ..Ifut.^y  thee  only  will  we  make  mention  of  thy  name. 
The  Lord  is.our  judge,  the  Lord  if  our  lawgiver,  the  Lord  is 
our  king,  anct  he  will  fave  us." 

3.  They  are  a  people  that  (land  upon  a  quite  different  foun« 
datiou  (ban  the  reft  of  the  world  do.  Others  are  building 
upon  the  fand  of  general  mercy,  of  an  empty  profefTion,  com- 
mon providences,  common  graces,  the  works  of  'the  law,  or 
fome  fuch  {andy  foundation  i  they  are  building  their  hope  of 
acceptance  and  falvation  there  i  but  God's  remnant  have 
quit  ail  thefe  foundations  of  &nd,  and  taken  their  onlv 
Itanding  upon  the  clear  and  cleanly  foundation  that  God  ham 
laid  ip  Zion,  viz.  an  incarnate  God,  d^^ing  and  dying,  and  in« 
terceding  in  the  room  of  guiltv  finners :  here,  I  fay,  they  fet 
down  their .ftand  for  eternity,  laying,  **This  is  ipy  reit;'*  and 
indeed  '<  another  foundation  can  no  man  lay,  than  that  is  laid» 
which  is  Jef^9Chrift.'• 

4.  They  are  a  people  of  a  different  fpirit  from  the  reft 
of  mankind  :  i  Cor.  ii.  1 2.  ^^  We  have  received,  not  the  fpirit 
of  the  world,  but  the  Spirit  which  is  of  God.^  It  is  faia  .of 
Caleb  and  Jofiiua,  that  they  were  of  another  (pirit  than  the  reft 
of  the  coQunon  Ifraelites.  God's  holy  feed  have  received  xHe 
Spirit  of  their  everlailing  Father,  according  to  his  promife,  ^^  I 
will  put  my  Spirit  within  them,  and  cauu  them  to  walk  in 
my  Itatutes.^ 

5.  They  travel  a  different  road  from  the  reft  of  the 
world.  The  men  of  the  world  travel  in  the  broad  way  that 
leadeth  to  dellrud;ion,  the  road  of  open  profanity,  the  road  of 
mere  morality,  or  the  road  of  legality  at  beft,  which  all  lead 
down  to  the  chambers  of  death  ^  but  God's  remnant  walk  in 
the  ftrait  and  narrow  way  that  leadeth  unto  life,  the  cleanly 
way  of  obedience,  of  faith :  If.  xxxv.  8«  *^  An  highway  fhall  be 
there,  and  a  way,  and  it  ihall  be  called  the  way  of  holinefs ; 
the- unclean  ihall  not  pafs  over  it,  but  it  Ihall  be  for  thofe:  the 
wayfaring  men,  though  fools,  (ball  not  err  therein."  And 
hence  it  comes, 

6.  Ln/tly,  l^hat  they  make  a  quite  different  end,  and 
have  a  different  landing  at  death  from  the  reft  of  mankind  : 
Pfal.  xxxvii.  37.  38.  **  mark  the  perfe£l  man,  and  behold  the 
upright ;  for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace.  But  the  tranf- 
greUiors  (hall  be  deftroyed  together,  the  end  of  the  wicked 
IhaU  be  cut  off"/' 
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II.  The/econd  thing  propofcd  wav,  to  inquire  wijf  tiis'¥e^ 
^nt  is  here  called  the  feed :  The  holy  feed  /ball  be  the  pslfianc^ 
thereof.  Now,  for  clearing  this,  you  would  confideo^  thit  all 
mankind  are  divided  into  the  feed  of  the  woman,  and' the 
^ed  of  the  ferpent ;  the  feed  of  Chrifl:,  and  the  fetd  of  the 
devil.  Chriii  himfelf  is  the  feed,  of  the  woman,  and  the 
feed  of  Abraham,  in  a  way  of  eminence  and ' excellency ; 
but  out  of  this  one  ^eed  ha$  fprung  a  numerous  iflTue  and  off- 
fpriuE  prbmifed  to  him  of  his  Father,  If.  liii.  lo.  ^^  He  fliatl 
fee  his  feed,  he  (hall  nrolong  his  ^ays;"  and  this  is  the  feed  that 
IS  here  (poken  of.  And  they  are  called  zfeedj  or  hi^feed^  for 
thefe  reafons.  -  ' 

]  I.  Becaufe  they  owe  their  very  being  to  him,  hot  (imply  at 
A  God  Creatorj  but  as  a  God  Redeenier.  You  know  childrei^ 
derive  their  natural  being  from  their  parents,  they  are  juft  pie- 
tes  of  themfelves ;  fo  believers  owe  their  fpirittial  being  to  a 
God  in  Chriftj  they  are  partakers  of  the  divine  nature,  and  the 
feed  of  God  abideth  in  them ;  and  iii  'this  refpe£k  they  <<  are 
his  workmanfliip,  createdin  ChriTl  Jeius/' 

2.  Becaufe  of  the  Hkenefs  that  they  bear  unto  him.  Aa 
a  man's  feed  and  offspring  bears  a  refemblahce  unto  him  \  fo. 
hero,  as  we'are  the  feed  of  the  firft  Adam,  and  creatures  in 
this  world,  we  bear  a  (imtlitude  unto  hini ;  but  as  wie  are  th^ 
.feed  of  the  fecond  Adam,  we  will  bear  a  refemblance  unto 
him  -,  '^  We  beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the  glor^  of  the  Lord,  are 
changed  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord.''  '  ' 

'  3.  They  are  his  feed  in  refjpcfl  of  their  dependence  on 
him.  A  man's  children,  or  offipring,  depend  on  him  for 
food,  clothing,  counfel,  and  eVery  thing:  fo  believers  de« 
pend  upon  a  God  in  Chrift  for  their  all,  they  truft  in  him,  and, 
call  upon  him  for  their  daily  bread,  for  fupplies  of  grace,  lights 
and  life ;  and  accordingly'  **  out  of  his  fulnefs  they  receive 
grace  for  grace.'* 

4.  Their  being  his  feed  implies,  that  they  are  his  family  and 
houfehold  in  this  lower  world  \  hence,  fays  the  apoftle, "  We 
are  no  more  aliens  and  foreigners,  but  fellow- citizens  with  the 
faints,  and  of  the  houfehold  of  God.".  They  have  got  a  name 
and  a  place,  in  his  houfe  and  within  his  walls,  even  an  ever« 
lafting  name,  that  {hall  never  be  tut  oft 

5.  It  implies  that  the^  are  the  h^irs  of  his  eftate.  A  man's 
feed  they  heir  his  inheritance  ;  fd  believers,  being  the  feed  of 
Chrift,  they  are  "  heirs  of  God  arid  joint-heirs  with  Chrift  Jd- 
fus,*  heirs  of  a  large  fortune  indeed,  even  "  an  inheritance 
that  is  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away:**  he 
fettles' all  by  the  covenant  on  them. 

Before 
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IJefore  T  (hut  up  this  Bead,  I  will  give  you  a  few  remarks 
concerning  this  feed  of  ChriiL 

1.  then,  This  feeil  is  but  a  remnant  of  mankind,  as  you  fee 
in  the  text, /in  it /ball  be  a  tenth :  but  like  the  tithe,  or  tenth  part« 
wfaid^  is  but  little  in  refpe£l  of  the  reft  of  the  field ;  hence  callect 
Ha  little  flock ;  a  few  naihes  in  Sardis,  which  have  not  defiled 
tlicir  garments.**    But  yet, 

2.  For  all  that,  it  is  a  numerous  feed,  abfolutcly  conGdered 
in  themfelves  :  Kcv,  vii.  9.  they  are  called  "  an  innumerable 
company,  which  ho  man  could'  niiihber.*'  As  the  natural  feed 
of  Abraham  are  faid  to  be  like  the  fand  of  the  fr^a  for  multitude ; 
fo  the  fpiritual  feed  of  Abraham,  who-  are  the  feed  of  Chrift 
alfo,  they  will  be  an  innumerable  company,  when  they  are  all 
gathered  together  unto  Chrift  ;  thtrrefore  compared  unto  the 
drops  of  the  drw. 

3.  They  are  an  honourable  feed ;  and  no  wonder,  for  thcr 
are  the  feed  of  the  *'  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords,  and  each 
one  of  them  rtfem.bles  the  child  of  a  king;''  yea  they  "are 
"  made  kings  and  priefts  unto  God."  "  Erer  fincc  thou  waft 
precious  in  my  fight,  thou  haft  been  honourable." 

4.  Ihcy  are  a  coftiy  fced4into  our  glorious  Redeemer;  for 
they  are  the  purchafe  of  his  blood,  **  redeemed  not  with  cor- 
ruptible things,  as  filver  and  gold,  butwich  the  precious  blood 
of  Chrift.'' 

5*  They  are  a  flouriftiing  and  fruitful  feed ;  they  (hall  be 
called  the  "  trees  of  righteoufnefs,  the  planting  of  the  Lord, 
in  whom  he  will  be  glorified."  They  abide  in  Chrift,  and 
Chrift  abides  in  them ;  and  they  who  are  thus  <<  planted  in  the 
houfe  of  the  Lord,  they  flourilh  in  the  courts  of  our  God,^ 
Pfal.  xcii. 

6.  They  are  a  troubled  and  perfccuted  feed  in  this  world. 
You  know  the  huft)andman's  feed-corn  it  muft  be  threihed  ; 
the  cart-wheel  is  made  to  pafs  over  it ;  the  ox  and  the  afs 
were  made  to  tread  upon  it ;  hence  that  command,  "  Thou 
(halt  not  muzzle  the  mouth  of  the  ox  that  treadeth  out  the 
corn.**  So  the  feed  of  Chrift,  they  are  frequently  threftied 
with  the  flail  of  affli£lion  :  ^^  Through  many  tribulations  we 
muft  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  God  fets  the 
oxen,  the  afles,  the  bcute  ueafts,  the  men  of  this  woild, 
nvhoi  like  beafts,  **have  their  portion  in  this  life,  to  trample 
upon  his  feed,  that  they  may  be  prepared  and  fitted  for  the 
Mafter*s  ufe;  for  by  thcfe  afflidions  he  "  mak^s  us  meet  to 
be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light." 

7.  Though  they  be  a  troubled  and  perfecuted  feed,  yec 
they  are  a  very  durable  feed,  "  His  feed  (h.iii  endure  for 
cyer/'^Pfal.  Ixxxix.  ^^,  29.  Clirid's  feed,  and  his  throne,  they 
'  '    '  ruo 
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run  parallel *in  their  duration  and  continuajice :  ^His  feed 
(hall  endure  for  ever,  and  his  throne  ^%  )ht  davi  qf  faeav^/' 
The  perpetuity  of  his  kingdom  fecures  the  duratson  of,  his 
feed,  fo  that  the  world  may  a$  well  imagine  to  overturn  l^is 
throne,  as  to  raze  his  feefl  in  the  world  ;.  Mfhil^  he  is  n  I^^ng, 
he  wUl  have  fubje£ls;  and  blelTed  be  Kis  name, /'  His 
kingdom  ia  an  everlafting  kingdom^  and  of  his  dominion  there 
[s  no  end." 

$•  They  are  in  this  world  a  Mattered  (iced ;  when  the  an- 
gels are  lent  to  gather  tl^cm  together  at  the  lafl:  day,  they 
will  be  fent  unto  the  four  winds,  or  airths,  of  the  world, 
lley  are  fcatcered  in  r^fpe^  of  place  or  fituation  i  If.  zxiv. 
|6. .^<  From  the  uttermoft.  wings  of  fbc  earth  have  we  heard 
fong^  even  glory  to  the  righteoub*^  .  They  are  xprnj  timet 
fcattered  by  perfecution  ;  when  a  clufter  of  them  gets  together^ 
commonly  the  ftorms  of  perfecution,  .ari^ng  from  the  malice 
of  hell,  Icatter  them  abroad,  as  we  read: in  the  Afls,  chap« 
viii. 

p.  Tiiey  are  a  {lojy  feed.     But  this  leads  me  to, 

IIL  The  third  thing  propofcd,  which  was,  to  inauite 
Viby  (iod's  remnant  are  fiot  only  called  a  feed,"  but.  anhcHY 
feed  ?  I  anfwer  in  thefe  three,  j.  They  are  called  a  holfJe$a^ 
in  refpe£t  of  feparacion.  2.  In  refpe£l  of  purification.  3. 1^ 
refpefl  of. participation  of  divine  holintfs. 

Firjly  I  fay,  the  church  of  believers  'are  called  .an  holy  feed^ 
in  rcfpeft  of  fepai^^ation  from  the  reft  of  the  profane  world. 
Any  thing  that  is  fequeltrate  from  a  common  ufe,  and  dedi« 
catc  to  the  f^rvice  of  God,  is  called  holy.  Thus  the  t«mplc, 
the  tabernacle,  and  the  utenfils  of  both,  they  are  called  My^ 
becaufe  dedicate  unco  God,  tp  his  (ervice.  So  the.  whole 
body  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  they  are  called  an  holy  nation  s 
becaufe  they  were  feparate  from  the  ve(l  of  fhe  world,  as  the 
peculiar  people  of  God.  In  this  refpeft  the  feed  of  Chrift 
are  an  h^lyfecd  ;  becaufe  God  has  fet  them  apart  for  him&if, 
and  they  have  fct  themfelves  apart  for  him.  He  \a\  feparate 
them  from  the  reft  of  the  world,  the  cominQn  mafspf  man- 
kind, by  an  eternal  decree  of  ele£lion,  by  a  donation  p.r  grant 
that  he  made  of  them  unto  Chriil :  **  Thine  they  were,"  and 
thou  gaveft  them  me,"  John  xvii.  6.  By  a  peculiar  purckafe» 
having  "  redeemed  them  from  their  vain  converfation,  hot 
with  filver  and  gold,  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift,  as 
of  a  Lamb  without  blcmilh  and  without  fpot."  By  an  effec- 
tual calling  of  them  by  the  power  of  his  grace,  whereby 
they  are  **  delivered  from  the  power  of  darknefs,  and  tranflated 
into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  5oa,"    By  a  voluntary  furrender 
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of  themfelies  unto  the  Lord,  under  the  influence  of  his  own 
grace^  thcf  have  prefented  themfelves  <'  a  holy,  living,  and  ac« 
cebtaUe  lacrifice  unto  him,  which  is  their  reafonable  fervice." 
Thus  diey  are  holy  in  refpeA  of  reparation. 

SeOfuBy,  They  are  a  holy  feed,  in  refpeA  of  their  purifica^ 
tion  fnnn  filth  and  pollution.  At  the  fame  moment  that  the 
guilt  ^  fin  is  pardoned  in  juftification,  at  the  fame  moment 
the  purifying  work  of  the  Spirit  is  begun  *,  and  that  which 
takes  away  the  guilt  of  fin  in  juftification,  doih  alfo  purify  the 
foul  (torn  the  filth  of  fin,  whereby  its  Ethiopian  hue  is  changed. 
Now,  this  cleafing  and  purifying  work  of  the  Spirit  may  be 
tiewed,  cither  in  its  beginning,  progrefs,  or  confummation* 

t.«Indioate  or  begun  in  regeneration.  Hence  the  apoftle^ 
Tit.  ill.  5.  (ays,  •*  We  are  favcd  by  the  waihing  of  rcgcnera* 
tion,  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghoft."  The  holy  Spirit 
of  God  takes  the  foul,  defiled  by  lying  among  the  pots  of  fin^ 
and  bathes  it  in  the  *'  fountain  opened  to  the  houle  of  David^ 
and  inhabitants  of  Jerufalem,"  whereby  its  fin  and  uncleanncfs 
is  purged  away. 

2.  Ic  is  to  be  viewed  in  its  progrefs,  as  it  i<:  carried  on  bf 
the  renewed  adings  of  faiih,  which  more  and  more  '^  purifica 
the  hearti'*  A£ks  xv.  9.  Every  new  adl  of  Faith,  on  the  blood 
and  rigbteoufnefs  of  Jefus  Chrift,  carries  on  the  work  of  fane* 
tification  in  the  foul  a  degree  higher.  As  Naaman,  by  th^ 
prophet's  direction,  went  down  fcven  times  into  the  waters  of 
Jordan,  till  he  was  wholly  purified  from  his  bodily  Irprofy ;  for 
the  foul  finding,  while  in  this  world,  fomething  of  the  filth 
of  fin  cleaving  to  it,  it  is  ay,  by  faith,  dipping  itfelf  in  the  Jor- 
dan  of  a  Redeemer's  blood,  till  at  death,  it  come  forth^  ,i 
*•  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  Rich  thirg."  Hence,  2  Ccr» 
vti.  z.  believers  are  faid  to  '^  cleanfe  themfelves  from  allf 
filthinefs  of  the  fleOi  and  fpirit,  and  to  perfe£l  holinefs  in  the 
fear  of  the  Lord." 

3.  This  purifying  work  may  be  viewed  in  its  confummatioa 
at  death,  wlitn  every  fpot  or  wrinkle  of  fin  is  wholly  removed. 
Believers  in  this  life,  they  are  but  fair  like  the  moon,  which 
has  black  fpots  in  her  -,  but  then  they  are  clear  like  the  fun, 
**  Thcv  ihall  fhine  forth  like  the  fun,  in  the  kingdom  of 
their  Father.''  As  the  foul,  in  the  moment  of  its  union  with 
the  body,  becomes  finful  *,  fo  in  the  moment  of  its  difunion, 
it  becomes  perfcdly  holy,  and  free  of  ail  the  fpots  of  fin  :  fin 
brought  death  into  the  world,  and  God,  iY\  a  way  of  hoiy  re- 
fentment,  makes  ufe  of  death  to  put  an  end  to  the  very  being 
of  fin  in  his  faints.  Thus  you  fee,  that  they  are  holy  in  refptS 
of  purification. 

utirJ/y,  They  are  called  a  holy  feed,  in  refpecl  of  a  pofitive 
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commdhi^atioa  of  divine  holinefs;  forw;  arefaidtobenenetr^o 
after  the  tma^e  of  God|  which  was  loft  bj  the  fall  ortbe  firft 
Adam.  The  priefts  under,  the  law,  when  to  mlnifter  in  the 
holy  place,  were  not  only  to  purify  and  wa(h  themfelvcBr  but 
to  put  on  their  prieftry  attire  and  ornaments,  which  were  ex- 
ceeding beautiful :  (o  beliievere  are  a  royal prieflbooit  they  muft-^ 
not  only  be  waflied  from  the  filth  of  fin«  but  like  the  King's 
daughter,  they  muil  be  made  all  glorious  within  ;  they  tnuft 
not  only  have  the  robe  of  imputed  righteoufnefs  .put.  upoA^ 
them,  but  the  beautifying  grace  of  the  boly  Spirit  inttpiantrd.ia 
them  \  which  is  fometimes  called  a  partaking  of  the  diving- na^ 
ture;  fometimes,  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  *>  Let!  the  beauty 
of  the  Lord  our  God  be  upon  us  }"  fometimes  called, .  the 
new  heart,  the  new  fpirit,  the  image  of  God,  the  life  of  Gbdia 
the  foul.  And  this  pofitive  work  of  fan£^ification^  it  getft 
various  names  and  defignations,  juft  according  to  the  diffiirent 
actings  of  the  principle  of  fpiritual  life.  As  it  takes  in  the  re« 
velatiop  of  the  mind  of  God  in  the  word  read  or  preached,  it  is 
called  kmivledge  ;  as  it  depends  on  the  Lord  Chrift,  by  virtue 
of  the  new  covenant  and  prumife,  it  is  called  faitb ;  as  it  de^ 
lights  itfelf  in  the  Lord,  it  is  called  love ;  as  it  mourns  or 
gtieves  for  fin,  whereby  it  has  offended  the  Lord,  it  is  called 
repentance ;  as  it  ftands  in  awe  of  God,  as  a  Father,  it  is  called 
Jean  as  it  fweetens  the  mind,  and  compofes  it,  it  is  called 
mttknefs  i  as  it  falls  in  with  the  perceptive  or  commanding 
will  of  God  in  heart  and  life,  it  is  called  obedience  ;  as  it 
renounces  the  law,  and  all  confidence  in  the  flefh,  it  ia 
called  /elf'den'tal ;  as  it  bears  affliflions,  it  is  called  patience. 
All  thefe,  I  fay,  are  nothing  elfe  but  the  different  a£lmga 
of  that  principle  of  hoi inef^impl anted  in  the  heart  by  the  Spi^ 
Tit  of  the  Lord.  Thus  you  fee  why  they  are  called  a  holy 
feed. 

IV.  Tht  fourth  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  inquire  what 
may  be  imported  in  their  being  called,  the  /usance  thereof  i 
*rbe  holy  feed Jhall  he  the  fuhftance  thereof  I  anfwcr  it  takes  in 
the  following  particulars. 

I.  That  the  wicked  of  a  land  are  but  a  heap  of  lumber  in 
God's  reckoning,  whatever  he  their  ftation,  quality,  or  cftatc  : 
though  they  have  the  gold-ring  and  the  gay  clothing,  and  may 
caft  a  great  daih  in  the  eyes  of  men ;  yet.  I  fay,  before  God, 
und  before  them  that  have  the  Spirit,  and  fpifitiial  difcerning 
of  things  and  perfons,  they  are  but  fo  much  lumber  and  trail). 
Hence  is  that  of  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  119.  "  Thou  putiefl  away 
all  the  wicked  of  iLc  earth  like  diofs."    Hence  alfo,  they  arc 
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likened  unto  chafFand  taresi  briars  and  thornSi  that  are  "  nigh 
iimo  a  curfe,  whofe  end  is  to  be  burned.*' 

2.  It  imports,  that  the  faints,  the  truly  godly  in  a  land,  ars 
excellent  and  valuable  pcrfons ;  for  the  fubftance  of  a  land 
lies  in  the  things  that  are  moit  valuable  and  excellent  in  it. 
This  was  David's  verdifl  and  charaAer  of  the  faintb,rfal.  xvi. 
3.  **  Mj  delight  is  with  the  faints,  the  excellent  ones  of  the 
earth.**  And  hid  fon  Solonnon  was  of  the  fame  judgement|Prov» 
xii.  26.  **  The  righteous  is  more  excellent  than  his  neigh- 
bour/' Yea,  we  have  the  teltimony  of  one  wifer  than  Solo* 
mon,  even  Chrill,  the  eiTential  Wifdom  of  the  Father,  Rev. 
iii.  4.  "  Thou  h^<ft  a  few  names,  even  in  Sardis,  which  have  not 
defiled  their  garments;  and  they  fliall  walk  with  me  in 
white :  for  they  are  worthy.**  Yea,  fo  worthy  and  cxcLllent, 
that  it  is  declared,  Heb.  xt.  38.  that  **  the  world  was  not  wor* 
thy  of  them.'' 

3.  The  hol^feedfiall  he  the  fuhftance  thereof^  it  implies,  that 
the  faints  ot  God  they  are  his  inheritance  and  porti^in  in  a 
hnd  :  *^  The  Lord's  portion  is  his  people  :  Jacob  is  the  lot  of 
his  inheritance."  He  has  a  peculiar  right  and  property  in  them 
beyond  the  reft  of  mankind :  they  are  fo  much  his,  that  they 
are  not  their  own  ;  and  therefore  have  not  power  to  difpofc  of 
themfelves,  but  for  his  glory  :  **  Ye  are  not  your  own,  ye  arc 
bought  with  a  price :  therefore  glorify  God  in  your  body,  and 
ia  your  fpirit,  which  are  God's." 

•  4.  It  implies,  that  as  they  are  his  portion  and  property  ;  fo 
he  has  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  in  them,  even  as  a  man  takes  a 
delight  and  pleafure  in  that  which  is  his  fubltance.  Such 
pleafure  he  has  in  them,  that  he  dwells  and  walks  m  them  ;■ 
they  are  his  pleafant  garden,  his  crown^  his  diadetn^  his  bnde^ 
his  hve^  his  d<yue^  his  undeJUcd^  his  Hephzibah^  and  Beuhh:  and  as 
fuch,  he  has  a  great  deal  of  care  about  them ;  for  **  his  eyes  run 
to  and  fro  through  the  earth,  to  (hew  himfelf  ftrong  in  their  be* 
half."  As  a  man's  eye  and  heart  is  upon  his  fubltance ;  fo  the 
Lord's  heart  and  eye  is  upon  his  people,  his  holy  feed  \  fuch  a 
high  value  and  efteem  hath  he  for  them.. 

5.  It  implies,  that  there  is  fomething  in  and  about  the  god- 
ly that  is  not  to  be  found  among  other  men.  The  wicked^ 
when  laid  in  God's  balance,  like  Bclihazzar,  they  are  found 
wanting  folidity  \  hence  God's  verdidt  of  them  is,  ^*  Mean 
men  are  vanity,  and  great  men  are  a  lie  i  wheii  laid  in 
the  balance,  they  are  altogether  lighter  than  vanity;'!  but 
the  holy  feed  are  xh^  fubftance^  they  bear  weight ;  and  no  won* 
dcr,  for  they  arc  the  living,  while  others  are  "  dead  in  tref- 
pafles  and  f:ns  ^"  they  are  the  only  feeing  perfons,  while  others 
?|re  blind  :  <<  The  god  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of 
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them  which  believe  not.''    They  are  wife,  bat  the  reft  of  t^ 

world  are  fools;  they  have  oil  in  their  Teflfelsy  but  others  are 

empty. 

6.  It  implies*  that  the  remnant  of  truly  godly  in  a  land  are 
the  riches  thereof;  for  a  man's  riches  is  his-fubftance.  *•  The 
precious  font  of  Zion"  are  compared  MtiioJinegM:  and  though 
the  world  do  not  fee  it,  yet  their  '*  clothing  is  of  wrought 
gold ;  and  the  grace  of  God  in  them,  and  about  themi  is  '<  gol4 
tried  in  the  fire  s^  gold,  better  than  the  ^old  of  Ophir.  On  the 
fame  account  they  are  c%\\tA  jewels:  Mai.  iii.  1 7. "  They  (hall  be 
inine,  faith  the  Lord  of  hods,  in  that  day  when  I  n^ake  up  my 
jewels.''  Whatever  be  the  outward  poverty  of  a  houfe,  a  churchf 
or  land ;  yet  it  is  really  rich,  if  there  be  any  of  God's  jewels 
(here.  Alas !  they  are  but  thin  fown  in  our  day  \  though,  bleff- 
ed  be  God,  there  is  a  remnant.   . 

7.  It  implies,  that  the  truly  godly  are  the  ftay  and  fupportof 
the  ian4  where  they  live.    But  this  leads  me  to^ 

V.  Tht  fifth  thing  in  the  method,  in  what  refpeft  are  the 
truly  godly  theyi^^,  firength^  and  fupport  of  a  iaad  or  church  f 
for  lb  fome  rea^  the  words  ;  being,  as  I  faid,  an  alluGon  un« 
to  the  trees  that  grew  on  either  fide  of  the  way  to  thetemplcn 
whereby  the  car^h  of  the  caft-up-way  ^as  fupported  from  mouU 
dering  away ;  and  with  allufion  to  this,  it  is  faid,  the  ho^fntt 
Jhall  be  thefuppprt  or  ftrengih  thereof  Now,  in  anfwer  to  this, 
how  the  godly  are  the  fupport  of  a  land,  or  church  \  I  anfwer 
in  the  (lew  particulars  following. 

It  is  for  the  fake  of  the  holy  feed,  the  godly  remnant  in  a 
]Land,  that  ruining  judgements  are  deferred  or  removed :  If.  i.  9. 
*«  Except  the  Lord  of  ho(ts  had  left  unto  us  a  very  fmall 
remnant,  we  (hould  have  been  as  Sodom,  ai»d  we  (hould  have 
been  like  unto  Gomorrah."  Had  there  been  but  ten  righteous 
perfons  in  Sodom,  it  had  been  fpared  ;  and  when  God  has  a 
mind  tQ  let  loofe  his  hand  againft  a  fipful  people,  he  firft  pulls 
down  thefe  pillars,  removes  them  out  of  the  w^y,  and  then  goea 
on  to  judgement ;  foi:  he  can  do  nothing  till  they  be  out  of  the 
way,  Gen.  xix.  J2.  If.  Ivii.  i.  "  The  righteous  are  taken  away 
from  the  evil  to  come." 

2.  It  is  for  the  fake  of  the  holy  feed,  that  both  temporal 
and  fpiritual  mercies  are  conferred  upon  a  finful  people.  Foy 
Jacob's  fa^e  Laban'9  Hock  increafes,  and  for  Jofeph's  fake, 
a  bleffing  falls  upon  Potiphar's  houfe  and  fubftance.  And 
for  the  fake  of  the  holy  feed  that  are  to  be  raifed  in  a  place* 
the  gofpel  is  fent  to,  or  continued  among,  a  people  ;  it  is 
upon  their  account  that  the  Lord  keeps  his  vineyard,  and  wa-» 
fers  it  eyery.momien^.  Ai:^4  when  once  the  holy  feed  is  gather- 
ed 
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<^  in,  tnd  brought  home  to  glory,  then  the  Lord  pulls  down 
the  hedges,  and  lays  his  vineyard  of  a  viGUe  church  w<ifte  and 
defolate,  and  forbids  the  clouds  to  rain  any  more  upon  it.  And 
doth  not  this  fay,  that  they  are  the  ftrength  or  ftay  of  a  church 
or  land  i 

3*  The  holy  feed  is  the  ftrength  of  a  land,  or  its  fupport» 
as  they  employ  their  moyen  at  a  throne  of  grace  on  behalf 
of  a  people  among  whom  they  dwell,  that  God  may  not 
deftroy  them.  Thus  Mofes  interpofed  with  God  for  {frael» 
Pfal.  cvi.  23*  Abraham  interpofes  for  Abimelech  and  his 
boufe,  Gen.  xx.  17. ;  and  Samuel  for  the  children  of  Ifrael^ 
X  Sam.  xii.  23.  '*  God  forbid  that  I  (hould  (in  agatnft  the 
Lord,  in  ceaGng  to  pray  for  you/'  James  sells  us,  that  ^<  the 
cffb£tual  fervent  prayer  of  the  righteous  availeth  niuch.'*  Sirs^ 
if  there  were  not  a  remnant  of  wreftlers  in  our  Ifrael,  the 
flood-gates  of  Bery  wrath  would  very  foon  be  opened  againft 
the  generation. 

4.  They  are  the  ftrength  of  a  land,  in  as  much  as  they 
are  inftruments  to  check  the  progrefs  of  fin  and  defcAion 
among  a  people,  by  teftifying  againft  it.  When  a  flood  of 
lin  and  backftiding  is  running  dowin,  Ood^s  remnant,  iiift 
iioly  feed,  rife  up  and  bear  witnefs  for  the  Lord  by  their 
waHc,  by  their  teftimony,  or  fufferings ;  and  this  way  flop 
the  progrefs  of  fin,  which  would  pull  down  divine  judge- 
ments upon  a  land.  Indeed  the  wicked  inhabitants  of  a  land 
do  not  lee  this,  they  do  not  confider  it,  and  therefore  they 
do  their  utmoft  to  rid  chemfelves  of  thoTe  that  difturb  their 
finful  quiet ;  but  whether  they  think  of  it  or  not,  yet  it  is  a  cer- 
tain truth,  that  God's  remnant,  by  checking  the  progrefs  of  fin» 
they  prevent  thefe  judgements  which  would  certainly  break  out 
to  the  ruin  of  a  finful  people.  And  thus  they  are  the  ftrength 
-and  fupport  of  a  land. 

5.  The  holy  feed  are  the  ftrength  and  fupport  of  a  land 
in  this  refpe^l,  that,  through  their  zeal  .for  God  and  his  caufe^ 
God's  anger  is  fometimes  diverted  from  a  wrath-deferving 
people.  Thus  we  are  told,  that  ^*  Phinehas  ftood  up,  and  exe- 
cuted judgement  \  and  fo  the  plague  of  God  was  ftayed,"  Pfal* 
cvi,  30.  And,  Numb.  xxv.  n.  fays  the  Lord  there,  ^*  Phinehas 
hath  turned  my  wrath  away  from  the  children  of  Ifrael  (while 
he  was  zealous  for  my  fake  among  them),  that  I  confumed 
them  not."  And,  ver.  13.  he  is  laid  by  his  zeal  to  make  atone- 
ment for  them  by  that  ad:  Not  that  any  thing  done  by  a  fin« 
ful  man  could  really  expiate  the  guile  of  fin  ;  but  hts  killing 
of  Zimri  and  Cozbi  was  a  fulfilling  of  the  law,  that  required 
Xuch  criminals  to  be  put  to  death  ;  and  a  public  vindication  of 
the  holinefs  and  equity  of  God^  whereby  public  wrath  was  di- 
verted* 


5^6  Tie  irUi  Sulftame  ani  SifiMgth 

verted.  JoGah's  zeal,  in  reformingr  and  deftroying  idolsctrjp, 
whereby  the  land  was.  fo  univerfally  defiled,  had  great  influ- 
ence in  keeping  off  the  judgements  of  God  from  the  land  wbil^ 
he.  lited.  So  by  Jofliua's  zieal  in  the  affair  of  Achan,  the  anger 
of  the  Lord  was  turned  away  from  the  camp  of  Ifrael.  Thuf 
you  fedi  that  God's  holy  feed  are  the  ftrength  and  fupport  of 
Bland-    .     '  . 

VL  The  Iq/i  thing  in  the  method  was  the  jipplicaiion.  And 
tht^rft  ufe.ihall  be  of  Information. 

I  ..From  ^this  doftrine  we  may  ea£ly  guefs  when  this 
world,  is  to  come  to  an  end;  or  when  a  land  or  nation  ia 
near  u;ito  deftru^^on.  Why,  when  the  holy  feed  of  the  Me* 
diatpr  Chrift  are  gathered  out  of  the  world,  then  the  end  ia 
come^-the  fubftance  of  the  world  is  gone  out  of  it,  and  there- 
fore it  muft  be  committed  to  the  flames.  Or,  when  God*s  rem- 
nant are  worn  out  of  a  land,  and  there  remains  nothing  but 
briers  and  thorns^  it  is  nigh  unto  a  curfe,  and  its  end  is  to  be 
burned. 

a.  See  hence,  that  the  world  are  much  miftaken  about  the 
truly  godly,  and  quite  out  of  their  meafures  when  they  defpifc 
or  perfecute  them.  Why,  they  are  the  fubftance  of  the  land» 
and  who  but  fools  will  endeavour  to  throw  away  and  deftroy 
their  ftrength  and  fubftance  ?  when  they  do  fo,  they  are  juft 
like  a  company  of  madmen  pulling  down  the  pillars  of  a 
hpufe^  and  bringing  it  down  about  their  ears.  And  upon  this 
vtrj  account  the  Lord  fays,  Hof.  ix.  7.  "  The  prophets  are 
fools,  and  the  fpiritual  men  are  mad."  Why,  what  was  their 
madnefs  and  folly  ?  They  perfecutcd,  oppofed,  and  enfnared 
the  holy  feed  that  was  among  them  -,  and  therefore  it  is  added^ 
yer.  5.  "  The  prophet  is  the  fnare  of  a  fowler  in  all  his  ways.** 
They  that  defpift,  flight,  or  opprefs  God's  people  in  a  land, 
however  contenrptible  as  to  outward  circumftances,  they  flight 
their  own  mercy.        , 

3.  5c6  hence,  that  the  truly  godly  are  no  enemies  either  to 
church  or  ftate,  though  frequently  they  be  thus  branded. 
Ahab  tells  the  prophet  that  he  troubled  Ifracfl.  The  Jews 
faid  of  the  apoftles,  they  turned  the  world  upfide  down,  and 
they  were  counted  the.off-fcourings  of  all  things,  and  the  filth 
of  the  earth.  It  is  trufe  indeed,  the  holy  feed  of  Chrift,  what-> 
ever  they  are,  they  are  the  innocent  occalions  of  divifions  and 
^diftraflions  5  apd  fo  Was  Chrift  himfclf,  Maith.  2c.  34.  35. 
•?  Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  fend  peace  on  earth  5  I  came 
not  to  fend  peace,  but  a  fword.  For  I  am  come  to  fct  a  man  at 
variance  againft  his  father,  and  the  daughter  againft  her  mo^ 
thcr^  and  the  daughter-in-law  againft  the  mother-in-law.'' 

And 


^fa  Church  and  Natlofu  197 

And  yet,  for  all  that,  neither  Chrift  or  his  feed,  though  they 
be  the  innocent  occaGonSy  yet  they  are  not  at  all  the  caufc  of 
thefe  broilsi  divifionSy  and  confufions,  which  fall  out  in  thp 
world,  and  in  the  vifible  church  -,  no,  not  at  all ;  the  proper 
caufes  of  thefe  evils  are  the  lufts  and  corruptions  of  men, 
which  rife  and  fwell  againft  the  truth  of  Chrift,  and  the  holi* 
nefs  of  his  members.  Chrid  and  his  holy  feed,  are  no  more 
to  be  blamed  for  diviGons,  and  confuGons,  and  perfecution8> 
^^U  that  arife,  than  the  poor  (Keep  are  to  be  blamed  for  increaGng 
the  wolves,  or  the  dove  for  provoking  the  hawk  to  purfue  it. 
The  quarrels  of  the  ungodly  corrupt  world  with  the  holy  feed 
of  Chrift,^are  but  like  diat  of  Cain  with  Abel,  '<  he  flew' his 
brother,  liecaufe  his  own  works  were  evil,  and  his  brother's 
righteous,"  i  John  iii.  12. 

4.  If  the  holy  feed  be  the  ftrength  and  ftay  of  a  nation ;  then 
hence  I  infer,  that  the  ungodly  crew,  the  feed  of  the  old  fer« 
pent,  are  the  weaknefs  of  a  nation,  and  the  real  caufe  of  its 
ruin  i  it  is  they  that  pull  down  the  vengeance  of  God  upon  a 
land.  It  is  true  indeed,  the  provocations  of  fons  and  daugh- 
ters go  near  his  heart ;  **  You  only  have  I  known  of  all  the  fa« 
milies  of  the  earth  ;  therefore  I  will  punifh  you  for  all  your  ini« 
quities.**  But  God  will  foon  agree  again  with  his  own  child- 
ren, after  he  has  chaftifed  them,  he  will  take  them  in  his  arms, 
and^y,  as  he  did  to  Ephraim,  "  He  is  my  dear  fon,  he  is  a 
pleafant  child :  for  fince  I  fnake  againft  him,  I  do  earneftly 
remember  him.ftill:  therefore  my  bowels  are  troubled -for 
him ;  I  will  furely  have  mercy  upon  him,  faith  the  Lord," 
But,  Sirs,  ^'  God  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day  :  There 
is  no  peace,  faith  my  God,  to  the  wicked.  The  wrath  pf  Go4 
abides  upon  them  ;"  and  therefore  they  muft  be  the  weaknefs 
of  a  land  or  church,  becaufe  they  are  continually  pulling  down 
the  wrath  of  God  upon  it';  being  *<  curfed  in  their  bafket  and 
ftore,  in  the  city  and  field.'* 

5.  If  the  truly  godly  be  the  fubftance  of  a  land  ;  hence  I 
inier  the  excellency  of  Chrift,  who  is  the  fubftance  of  that 
fubftance.  All  the  excellency  that  is  in  the  faints  is  derived 
from  lum;  he  is  their  iightj  their  li/e^  xhtix  Jirengtbj  their 
wifdom^  rtghteoufntfs^fanBtjicationy  and  redemption  ;  and,  in  one 
word,  he  is  all  in  all  unco  them  ;  and  therefore  he  himfelf  muft 
be  exceeding  precious,  above  all  thought,  exprefiion,  and  imagi- 
nation. O  let  all  our  adoration  and  admiration  terminate  up- 
on him,  faying  with  thofe,  Rev.  v.  12.  *'  Worthy  is  the  Lamb 
that  was  llain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdom,  and 
ftrength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  bleiling.*' 

6.  Arc  the  holy  feed  the  fubftance  of  the  land  ?  fee  hence, 
wteitTaftodds  there  is  between  God's  judgement,  and  the 
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judgement  of  our  affcmbly  nowa-days.  Why,  by  our  wij 
of  at^ing  now  in  judicatories^  the  fubftance  of  the  land  iscaft 
out,  and  the  very  fcum  and  trafti  taken  into  its  room.  Lords 
and  lairds  are  noW|  by  church-authority,  made  the  fubftance^ 
and  almoft  the  fole  power  of  electing  the  minifters  of  the  gof- 
pel  lodged  in  them  ;  while  the  poor  godly  man,  though  '•  rich 
in  faith,  and  an  heir  of  the  kingdom/'  is  laid  afide.  According 
to  the  rules  of  electing  ministers  now-a-days,  Chrift,  in  his 
ftate  of  humiliation,  could  have  bad  no  intereft  in  electing  or 
appointing  officers  in  his  own  honfe,  becaufe  he  had  no  world- 
ly heritage ;  as  he  himfelf  declares,  "  The  foxes  have  holes, 
and  the  birds  of  the  air  have  nefts,  but  the  Spn  of  man  hath 
not  where  to  lay  his  head,"  Luke  ir.  5  8. 

Tht/gcond  ufe  of  this  doflrine  maybe  of  Trsa/.  O  Sirs !  are 
you  among  the  holv  feed,  which  axe  the  fubftance  of  our  land  i 
Our  Jacob  is  very  (ow  at  this  day ;  we  are  like  a  tree  or  oak, 
wfaofe  leaves  are  ca(t,  that  appear  to  have  but  little  life ;  but 
hlcflcd  be  God,  I  hope  the  fubftance  is  in  it.  There  is  here 
and  there  a  branch,  a  fprou  ting  twig  or  branch,  which  fays  there 
is  fome  life  in  the  root,  or  ftem ;  although,  alas  !  there  are 
many  withered  branches  that  wll  be  lopt  off  with  the  ax  and 
pruning  knife  thart  is  in  the  Lord's  hand  j  yet  I  fay,  there  is  a 
Myfeiid  xHztJbatt  he  the  fubftance  thereof.  And  I  will  give  yoo 
^  few  marks  whereby  you  may  try  whethct  you  be  among 
the  number,  yea  or  not. 

^  I.  then.  The  holy  feed,  which  are  the  fubftance  of  the  land, 
they  have  the  feed  of  God  abiding  in  them,  that  is  ay  making 
war  with  fin :  i  John  iii.  9.  **  Whofoever  is  born  of  God^ 
doth  not  commit  fin  \  for  his  feed  remaineth  in  him :  and  he 
cannot  fin,  becaufe  he  is  born  of  God."  By  the  feed  of  God 
we  are  to  underftand  the  grace  of  God,  or  the  new  nature, 
a  principle  of  fpiritual  life,  by  rcafon  of  which  he  cannot 
fin,  as  others  do ;  he  doth  not  go  down  the  tide  of  corruption, 
eitlier  within  him  or  without,  as  others  do ;  no,  but  he  ftands 
againft  the  ftream,  he  is  ay  making  war  with  fin,  whether  it 
be  within  him  or  without  him  :  "  The.flefh  lufteth againft  the 
Spirit,  and  the  Sprit  againft  the  fleftx.*'  Wherever  the  grace  of 
God  meets  with  fin,  it  enters  the  lifts  with  it.  Try  by  this  whe* 
ther  you  be  the  holy  feed  that  are  the  fubftance  of  it.  •*  What 
wilt  thou  fee  in  the  Shulamite?  as  it  were  the  company  of  two 
armies." 

2.  The  holy  feed  they  are  a  people  thatglory  in  Chrift,  and 
in  him  alone  :  If.  xlv.  2.5.  **  In  the  Lord  (hall  all  the  feed  of 
Ifrael  be  juftified,  -and  fliall  glory."  He  is  "  the  ^lory  of  his 
people  Ifrael ;"  they  look  on  Chrift  as  the  crown  and.oma- 
mtnt  of  the  human  nature,  by  whom  it  is  raifed  unto  a  high- 
#  er 
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cr  dignity  than  eyer  it  was  at  its  firft  creation^  when  adorned 
vith  all  the  glories  of  'innocency.  Oh  I  will  the  believer 
fay,  though  I  have  nothing  elfe  to  glory  andbo^ft  of^  yet  ^<  my 
foul  (hall  make  her  boaft  in  the  Lord :  Who  is  God,  fave  the 
Lord  ?  and  who  is  a  rock,  fave  our  God  ?  Their  rock  is  not 
as  our  Rock,  even  our  enemies  themfelves  being  judees.**  You 
will  glory  in  his  wifdom,  under  a  fenfe  of  your  own  roily;  glory 
in  his  ftrength,  under  a  fenfe  of  your  own  weaknefs;  glory  in  hia 
righteoufncfSj  under  a  fenfe  of  your  own  guilt }  glory  in  his  life, 
under  a  fenfe  of  your  own  deadnefs ;  yea,  the  very  death  and 
crofs  of  Chrift  will  be  your  ornament :  ^'  God  forbid  (fays 
Paul),  that  I  fliould  glory"  in  any  thing,  **  fave  in  the  crofs  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift." 

3.  The  holy  feed,  which  are  the  fubftance  and  (lay  of  a 
land,  are  a  mourning  feed ;  they  ^'  fow  in  tears ;  and  the  rem- 
pant  of  Jacob  (hall  oe  as  the  doves  in  the  valley,  every  one 
Qiouming  for  his^own  iniquity."  Hence  called,  *^  the  mour- 
ners in  Zion,  that  ligh  and  cry,  for  all  the  abominations  done  ia 
the  midft  thereof."  Sirs,  iniquity  is  come  to  a  great  height ; 
ail  ranks  have  corrupted,  and  are  corrupting  their  ways  more 
and  more;  a  flood  of  defe£iion  is  running;  men  are  fetting  up 
their  authority  againft  the  authority  of  God  in  his  word.  Now, 
can  you  fay  with  David,  **  1  beheld  tranfgreflbrs,  and  was 
grieved  :  Rivers  of  waters  run  down  mine  eyes ;  becaufe  they 
keep  not  thy  law  ?" 

4.  The  holy  feed  are  a  praying  and  wreftling  remnant : 
P(al.  xjvr.  t.  *^  This  is  the  generation  of  them  that  feek  him, 
that  fedc  thy  face,  O  Jacob.  Selah/'  God  is  their  Father,  and 
the  Spirit  of  adoption  within  them  is  ay  fending  them  many  an 
errand  to  a  throne  of  grace,  **  crying,  Abba,  Father,"  hear 
and  help  ;  and  in  every  thing  they  (ludy  by  prayer  and  fuppli- 
i;ation  to  make  their  requeits  known  unto  him.  Oh,  Sirs, 
there  are  but  few  wreftling  Jacobs  in  our  day  ! 

5.  The  holy  feed  are  a  people  that  have  the  caufe  of 
Chrift  much  at  heart ;  and  their  hearts  are  up  and  down  as 
the  caufe  of  Chrift  is  ftated.  They  prefer  Jerufalem  unto 
their  chief  joy ;  and  therefore,  when  it  goes  ill  with  the  inte- 
rcft  of  Chrift,  they  **  hang  their  harps  upon  the  willows,  and 
weep  when  they  remember  Zion  :"  and  if  the  caufe  of  Chrift 
be  maintained  or  flourifh,  their  hearts  do  rejoice,  and  they 
^*  (iug  in  the  heights  of  Zion  ;"  and  they  arc  ay  ready  to  lend  a 
lift  to  Chri(l's  intereft. 

Ufe  ihirdy  of  Cctifolation  and  Encouragement  unto  the  Lord's 
remnant  in  this  evil  day.  This  is  the  day  of  Jacob's  trouble 
in  the  land,  ^^  a  day  of  treading  down,  and  of  perplexity  by 
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the  Lord  God  of  hofls  in  the  valley  of  vifion.''  Men^  even  dut 
fpiritual  men,  at  this  day  are  ftricken  with  fuch  a  fit  pf  mad* 
nefs,  that  they  are  calling  out  the  very  fubftance  of  the  landt 
and  treading  God's  jewels  under  their  feetj  and  giving  them  to 
be  trodden  upon,  in  matters  that  pertain  to  their  eternal  falya*' 
tion,  by  malignant  lords  and  lairds,  up  and  down  the  land  i 
while  the  holy  feed,  the facra  pleh,z$  they  were  called  in  the  pri- 
mitive times,  are  cad  out  as  the  drofs  and  ofF-fcourings  of  all 
things.  But  here  is  matter  of  comfort ;  however  you  may  be 
defpifed  by  men  that  (hould  take  a  care  of  you  ;  yet  here,  I 
fay,  you  have  God's  verdi£l,  the  holy  feed,  in  his  reckoning,  ii 
the  very  fubftance  of  the  land.  There  are  thefe  few  words  of 
comtort  1  oflFer  unto  you. 

1.  The  holy  feed  (hall  be  prefcrved  in  a  winnowing  day* 
The  winds  of  errour,  profanity,  tyranny,  perfecution,  arc  be- 
ginning to  blow,  and,  it  is  like,  they  may  blow  harder  yet  be* 
fore  all  be  done  ;  the  Lord  feems  to  be  coming  with  hiis  fan  in 
his  hand  to  purge  his  floor,  and  to  diftinguiih  between  the 
chaff  and  the  wheat.  Now,  here  is  comfort ;  the  holy  feed, 
which  is  the  fubftance,  ftiall  not  be  blown  away  with  thefe 
winds  :  the  wife  huflDandman  will  let  no  more  wind  enter  his 
barn-door,  than  ferves  for  cleanfing  his  feed  from  the  chaff,  or 
the  light  corn ;  fo  here.  If.  xxvii.  8.  •*  In  meafure  when  it 
ihootcth  forth,  he  will  debate  with  it  5  he  ftayeth  his  rough 
wind  in  the  day  of  the  eaft-wind." 

2.  The  holy  feed  (hall  not  ay  be  trodden  upon*  Indeed  he 
may  yoke  the  threftiers  to  threfh  his  holy  feed  5  and  he  may 
make  the  wheel  of  the  cart  to  pafs  over  it ;  but  he  will  not  ay 
be  bruifing  it :  If.  xxviii,  28.  29.  **  He  will  not  ever  be  threih- 
ing  it,  nor  break  it  with  the  wheel  of  his  cart,  nor  bruife  it 
with  his  horfemen.  This  cometh  forth  from  the  Lord  of 
hofts,  who  is  wonderful  in  counfel,  and  excellent  in  working/* 
Up  the  heart,  for  "  the  Lord  will  not  contend  foiTever,  nei- 
ther will  he  be  always  wroth  1  for  the  fpirit  ftiould  fail  before 
him,  and  the  fouls  which  he  hath  made." 

3.  The  holy  feed  will  fow  the  land  ;  for  it  is  "  the  fubftance 
thereof,  and  a  blefTmg  is  in  it."  1  will  give  you  a  fcripture  to 
feed  your  faith  and  nieditation  upon,  as  to  this  matter,  PfaL 
xxii.  30.  31.  "A  feed  (hall  ferve  him,  itfhall  be  accounted  to 
the  Lord  for  a  generation.  They  ftiall  come,  and  (hall  dc» 
clarc  his  righteoufncfs  unto  a  people  that  (hall  be  born,  that 
he  hath  done  this."  God,  like  a  wife  hufbandman,  is  keep* 
ing  a  feed  of  honeft  minifters  and  Chriftians  in  this  time  of 
common  defeftion  ;  and  I  would  fain  hope,  that  it  is  not 
for  nought,  but  that  he  may  fow  his  field  again. 

4.  The  holy  feed  fliall  be  watered,  and  flourifli,  and  fprout 
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forth  fike  a  tree  that  has  loft  its  leaves  in  a  winter  ftorm,  it  re* 
verts  in  die  fpring :  **  I  will  be  as  the  Aw  unto  Ifrael ;  and  he 
(hall  grow  as  the  lily,  and  caft  forth  his  roots  as  Lebanon. 
His  bnuiches  (hall  fpread,  and  his  beauty  (hall  be  as  the  olive- 
tree,  and  his  fmell  as  Lebanon."  The  vineyard  of  red  wine  is 
watered  every  moment,  when  others  are  dry  and  withered  like 
the  mountains  of  Gilboa :  Pfal.  Ixxii.  i6.  ^'  There  (hail  be  an 
handful  of  com  in  the  earth  upon  the  top  of  the  mountains  s 
the  fruit  thereof  (hall  (hake  like  Lebanon,  and  they  of  the  city 
ihall  flouri(h  like  grafs  of  the  earth.**  God's  work  will  get 
up  again,  in  fpite  of  all  the  fpeat  of  malignancy  that  is  run« 
mng  ^^inft  it  at  this  day. 

5.  "Hkc  holy  feed  (hail  rejoice.  When  the  Lord  turns  back 
thdr  captivity,  it  will  be  like  dreams  from  the  fouth:  **  Weep« 
ing  endures  for  a  night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning.'* 
And  they  that  laugh  at  your  calamity  will  hang  their  heads. 
If.  Ixv.  13.  14.  ^  Behold,  my  fervants  (hall  eat,  but  ye  (hall 
be  hungry  ;  behold,  my  fervants  (hall  drink,  but  ye  mall  be 
thirfty  :  behold,  my  fervants  (hall  rejoice,  but  ye  (hall  be  a(ha- 
med :  behold,  my  fervants  (hall  fing  for  joy  of  heart,  but  ye 
fliall  XTj  for  forrow  of  heart,  and  (hall  bowl  for  vexation  p£ 
fpirii.*' 

6.  Another  word  of  encouragement  I  give  you  under  your 
hard  treatment  at  this  day,  is,  that  you  meet  with  no  worfe 
meafures  than  Chrift,  and  the  cloud  of  witneiTeSj  met  with  be* 
fere  you.  Are  you  defpifed  and  rejefled  of  men  ?  fo  was  he. 
If.  liii.  3.  The  (lone  was  rejected  by  the  builders  ^  and  fo  hit 
followers,  Heb.  xi.  35.  36. 

The  /qfi  ufe  (hail  be  of  Exhortathn.  Is  if  fo,  that  the 
holy  feed  of  believers  are  the  fubftance  and  (Irengch  of  a  land^ 
then, 

I.  Let  this  ferve  to  commend  holinefs  unto  all  hearing  me; 
especially  to  you  who  have  been  at  a  communion-table,  ma* 
kmg  an  open  profeflion  of  being  the  holy  feed,  before  God, 
angels,  and  men.  Sirs,  if  you  have  any  kindnefs  for  the  land 
you  live  in,  as  you  would  avert  impending  judgements,  or  re* 
cover  us  from  that  current  of  defection  we  are  lunning  into, 
ftudy  to  be  holy  yourfelves,  **  in  all  manner  of  converfation,^' 
and  to  promote  and  advance  holinefs  among  others;  for  it  is  t)ie 
io/yfeed,  that  is  the  fuh/laftce, 

,2.  Another  word  of  exhortation  I  offer  to  you,  is,  to  truft, 
and  hope,  and  wait  upon  the  Lord,  in  this  dark  and  cloudy 
day :  ^*  What  time  I  am  afraid,  I  will  truft  in  thee.  Who  is 
among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord,  that  obeyech  the  voice  of  his 
fervant,  that  walketh  in  darknefs,  and  hath  no  light  ?  let  him 
Iruft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  ftay  upon  his  God."   Sirs, 

Vot.  II.  C  g  thcr^ 
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tbere  i$  no  ftanding  in  this  (baking  and  trying  day^  boC  hf 
faith  :  "  We  walk  by  fiith,  and  not  by  fight.**  And  to  en- 
courage yoMx  truft, 

iy?»  Confidcr  his  near  relation  to  you  as  your  Goel,  your 
kinfoiaid.     Who  will  not  truft  fuch  a  near  friend  ?  &c. 

arf/p,  Confidcr  how  he  has  avenged  your  quarrel  upon  the 
old  ferpent,  &c. 

^dljy  Tou  are  commanded  to  truft  in  him  at  all  tim^es, 
&c. 

'.  4//%,  It  IS  pleafing  to  the  Lord  to  be  tru(led;  it  is  the  w:ork 
of  God  ;  it  is  like  the.  fucking  a  mother's  breaft  by  the  infantj 
when  gorged  with  milk,  8cc. 

Sthly^  ConGder  the  advantages  of  trufting  him  in  an  evil 
day.  {!.)  Perfcfl  peace :  if.  xxvi.  3,  "  Thou  wilt  keep  him 
m  perfect  peace,  whofe  mind  is  ftayed  on  thee  :  becaufe  he 
trufteth  in  thee."  {^.)  JoVi  filled  with  joy  in  believing.  Sec 
Hab.  iii.  16 — 18»  {3.)  Proyifion  in  famine  :  Pfal.  ^^xxvii.  3. 
«>  X'uft  in  the  I/ord>  and  do  good,  fo  (halt  thou  dwell  ta 
the 'land*  and  verily,  thou  (halt  be  fed."  (4.)  ProteSion  in 
time  of  danger,  Pfal.  xci.  2.-4.  &c.  (5.)  Stal^lity  li^ 
mount  Ziop :  Pfal.  cxxv.  u  >•  They  thaJ  truft  in  the  Lord^hall 
be  as  mount  Zion,  which  cannot  be  removed,  but  abideth  for 
ever.**  (6. )  Increafe  of  grace  and  the  waterings  of  the  Spi- 
rit :  Jer.  xvii.  7.8.  *'  Bleffed  is  the  roan  that  truftetb  in  the. 
Lord,  and  whofe  hope  the  Lord  is.  For  he  fhall  be  as  a  %t^ 
planted  by  the  waters,  and  that  fpreadeth  out.  her  roots  by  the 
Tiver,"  §tc. 

3.  Another  exhortation  to  God's  holy  feed,  is,  to  be  much 
in  wreftling  at  a  throne  of  grace>  and  in  improving  your  in- 
tercft  for  the  land  and  church  wherein  we  live,  that  deferve<t 
ilrokes  may  be  averted.  Tokens  of  God's  anger  arc  to  be. 
found;  his  anger  hath  divided  us*,  his  anger  has  made  him  to 
vrithdraw  his  Spirit  from  ordinances  and  judicatories ;  the 
clouds  are  bound  up,  the  fruits  of  the  earth  withered,  and  fa* 
mine  at  the  dopr  9  Oh  wreiile  and  pray  for  floods  and  water 
to  the  dry  ground. 

Motive  ( I . )  You  do  not  know  how  far  you  may  prevail  with 
a  prayer-hearing  God.  Mofes's  prayers  prevailed  to  deliver 
Ifrael ;  Afa  prays  againft  the:  Ethiopian  army  \  Jehoihaphat 
'prays  againft  the  Ammonites  ;  and  he  is  the  fame  prayer-hear* 
ing  God  this  day  as  ever. 

(2.j  Ahhough  you  ftiopld  not  prevail  to  avert  wrath;  yet 
your  prayers  will  not  be  loft,  they  ftiall  return  into  your,  own 
bofom ;  you  (hall  cither  deliver  your  own  fouls,  or  God  will 
](iide  you  from  the  common  calamity. 

(3»)  Cohfidct  how  adive  finners  are  to  pull  down  wrath^ 

.  And 


indliring  ruin  upon  the  land.  Men  are  a£live  this  day,  ab  if 
Aey  were  weary  of  their  mercy ;  wearied  of  Chrift,  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  of  the  privileges  thereof  ^  weary  of  his  faints.  Men 
feem  to  be  upon  a  plot  to  ruin  a  covenanted  work  of  re- 
formation. Now,  when  others  are  a<^ive  this  way,  ihould  not 
vfc  be  adive  ? 

4.  Ahbihtt  exhortation.  If  it  be  (b  that  the  holy  teed  is 
the  fubftance  and  (Irength  of  a  land ;  then  beware  of  touching 
them  to  do  them  hurt ;  do  not  malign,  traduce,  oppofe,  or  op- 
prcfs  them;  and  beware  of  joining  in  a  confederacy  with  thofe 
who  are  calling  out  thefe  who  are  rich  in  faith,  for  thcfe  who 
are  rich  in  this  world,  though  they.be  ftrangers  to  the  power 
of  God  and  godlinefs*  Value  and  prize  them  as  the  (lock 
and  fubftance  of  the  land- 

Motiife  (I.)  Confider  that  Chrlft  hath  given  a  ftrift  charge 
unto  all  anent  them,  not  to  do  them  injury  ;  they  that  touch 
them,  touch  the  apple  of  his  eye ;  Matth.  xviii.  i  o  /^  fake  heed 
that  ye  defpife  not  one  of  thefe  little  ones ;  for  I  fay  unto  you, 
that  in  heaven  their  angels  do  always  behold  the  face  of  my 
Father  which  is  in  heaven." 

(2.)  Confider  whofe  they  are ;  they  are  the  children  of  a 
fing,  and  therefore  it  is  lefc-majefty  to  hurt  them. 
*.  (SffiS.  They  are  but  fwfiious  and  turbulent  perfons.  Anftu. 
Take  care  that  you  do  not  wound  a  real  faint,  under  the  notion 
of  a  hypocrite  J  and  take  care  that  you  do  not  reckon  all  hypo* 
crites,  who  do  not  run  in  the  fame  way  with  yourfelves. 

(3.)  You  will  pay  for  it,  for  the  injuries  you  do  them: 
'^  Their  Redeemer  is  ilrong,  the  Lord  of  hoftft  is  his  name.'^ 
It'is  dangerous  meddling  with  them  that  have  great  friends 
and  allies  :  fo  here,  God  is  their  Father,  angels  their  minifter- 
ing  fpirits^  heaven  their  inheritance  ^  and  therefore  beware  of 
hurting  them. 

I  conclude  whh  a  few  advices  to  faints,  the  fubftance  of  the 
land. 

1.  filefs  God  that  made  a  difference  between  you  and 
others.  By  nature  you  are  children  of  wrath,  as  well  as 
others,  &c. 

2.  Beware  of  defpifing  others,  yet  in  a  natural  ftate  :  ^<  Re* 
member  the  rock  whence  you  were  hewn,  and  the  hole  of 
the  pit  whence  you  were  digged."  Study  to  be  of  Agur's  tem- 
per, Prov.  XXX.  2.  3.  "  Siirely  I  am  more  brutiih  than  any  man, 
and  have  not  the  underiianding  of  a  ntan.  I  neither  learned 
wifdom,  nor  have  the  knowledge  of  the  holy." 

3^  La/tJyt  Let  God's  holy  feed  keep  at  the  greateft  diftance 

from  fin.     '*  Be  blamelefs  aiid  harmlefs,  the  fons  of  God 

.    "without  rebuke^  in  the  mids  of  a  crooked  andperverfe  genera* 

tion; 
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tlon,  ainongVhom  yc  (hin^  as  lights  in  the  world."  Theleaft 
flaw  in  your  converfation  will  foon  be  ripped  up,  and  made  ta 
ring  through  the  world* 


THE  FIRST  PROMISE  ACCOMPLISHED; 

•       ORf 

THE  HEAD  OF  THE  SERPENT  BRUISED  BY  Ti?E 
SEED  OF  THE  WOMAN. 

A    SE  RM  O  N, 

IPRCACHED  ON  OCCASION  OF  TH€  CELEBRATION  OF  THE  Slf 
CRAMENT  OF  THE  LORD's  SUPPER  AT  SOUTH  <^EEN$* 
FERRT,  SABBATH,  AUGUST  12.  1 733. 

J  }oHN  ill.  8— JFir  this  purpofe  the  Son  of  God  was  mahjfefieJ, 
that  he  might  deft  toy  the  wdrks  of  the  devil* 


TO  g^in  time,  I  (hall  entirely  abftraft  at  prcfent  from  the 
conne£lion  of  thefe  words  with  what  went  before^  or 
what  follows^  and  confider  them  juft  as  they  lie  before  us, 
in  regard  they  make  6ne  complete  and  entire  fentence  as  they 
Hand.  And  they  are  the  fame  in  fubftance  with  the  firft  go- 
fpcl  that  ever  was  preached  in  the  world,  Gen.  iii,  1 5.  *^  The 
feed-of-tbe  woman  (hall  bruife  the  head  of  the  fcrpent :"  only, 
^ith  this  diirerence>  that  what  was  delivered  to  our  (irft  pa* 
rents,  in  a  wjiy  of  promife  and  prophecy,  is  here  delivered  to  us 
in  a  way  of  niftory,  as  a  thing  now  done  and  accompli(hed. 
And,  in  this  refpe^,  there  is  more  faid  in  thefe  few  words, 
than  all  the  prophets  under  the  Old  Teftament  could  fay. 
They  couM  only  tell  the  world,  that  Chrift  was  to  be  mam- 
fjlWe-iTi  the  fulnefs  of  time  ;  but  now,  fays  our  apoftle  John 
here,  this  is  not  a  thing  to  be  done  *,  no,  but  it  is  done,  it  is  a 
thing  accompli(hcd,  it  is  now  over  andpafti  thcMc(riah  is  come» 

and 


< 
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and  has  brmfed  the  head  of  the  ferpent :  For  thispurpofe  vuti 
the  S&n  rf  Gad  manife/tid^  that  he  might  deftroy  tki  it/^ks  (ftht 
devil.  O I  (hould  not  fuch  glad  tidings  of  great  joy  make 
eveiy  one  of  us  who  hear  itJoin|iflue  with  the  angels  at  his 
birdij  and  cry,  <*  Glory  to  God  in  the  higheft,  and  on  earth, 
peace,  good-will  towards  men  ?"  or,  with  the  church,  Pfal. 
cxviii.  ^<  Ho£inna  to  the  Son  of  David  :  blefled  is  he  that 
Cometh  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  to  fave  us  V* 

The  words  in  the  general  are  a  declaration  of  the  great  de- 
figns  of  the  appearance  of  the  Son  of  God  in  this  lower 
irorld  in  the  nature  of  man,  namely,  to  be  avenged  on  the 
grand  enemy  of  mankindi  and  to  overturn  his  ufurped  em* 
pire  as  the  god  of  this  world  :  *^  For  this  purpofe  was  the  Son 
of  God  manifefted,"  &c«  Where  we  may  notice  thefe  two  or 
three  things* 

I.  The  great  champion  who  takes  the  field,  and  appears  in 
the  quarrel  of  fallen  man  *,  and  he  is  no  lefs  a  perfonage  than 
tU  Son  of  God.  I  remember  the  church.  If.  Ixiii.  i'  when  ibe 
hears  tell  of  a  Saviour  coming  to  refcue  a  loft  world  of  man* 
kind-finners,  (he  cries,  ^^  Who  is  this  that  cometh  from  £dom, 
vith  dyed  garments  from  Bozrah  ?  this  that  is  glorious  in  his 
apparel,  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength  ?"  Here 
you  have  a  pointed  and  pofitive  anfwer  to  this  inquiry ;  it  is 
none  other  than  the  Son  of  God.  But  O !  *'  who  (hall  de- 
clare his  generation  ?"  or  who  can  frame  to  pronounce  his 
great  and  gbrious  name;  for  it  is  a  ^^  name  above  every 
name,''  a  name  "  at  which  every  knee  muft  bow,  and  every 
tongue  confefs  that  he  is  the  Lord,"  the  Son  of  God.  This  is 
he  who,  under  the  Old  Tcftament,  was  known  fometimes  by 
the  name  of  the  ^*  feed  of  the  woman,  the  feed  of  Abraham, 
the  Shiloh,  the  man  of  God's  right  hand,  Immanuel,  the  branch 
of  righteoufnefs,  the  plant  of  renown,  the  meffcnger  of  the  co- 
venant, the  fun  of  righteoufnefs,  the  ruler  of  Ifrael,  whofc  go- 
ings forth  jare  of  old,  from  everlafting ;  and  who,  in  the  New 
Teftament, is  called  the  "Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Son  of  man, 
the  fent  of  God,  thfc  Mediator,  the  Redeemer"  of  loft  finners. 
0  Sirs,  let  "  his  name  be  as  ointment  poured  forth"  unto  you  j 
for  "  the  virgins  love  him.'* 

a.  We  have  the  grand  enemy  this  renowned  champion  had 
in  his  eye,  and  that  js  the  devil j  the  oldferpenty  the  head  of  the 
apoftatc  angels  j  he  and  his  confederated  fpirits,  who  had 
commenced  a  rebellion  againft'God,  their  great  Lord  and  Crea- 
tor, for  which  they  were  tumbled  out  of  the  glories  of  hea- 
ven, into  the  depths  of  hell,  and  laid  under  chains  of  darknefs, 
in  which  they  were  rcfcrved  unto  the  judgement  of  the  great 
day.  Sirs,  here  is  matter  of  furprifc  and  wondeiv  Our  guil- 
ty 
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ty  confciences  would  have  been  ready  to  tell  us,  upon  hearing 
oif  the  coming  of  the  Son  of  God  unto  this  lower  worW,  that 
his  errand  would  have  been  to  be  avenged  upon  rebel  man, 
who  had  renounced  his  allegiance'  tinto  God,  and  joined 
Qgainft  him  in  a  covenant  with  hell,  and  in  an  af^re^ment 
with  death  :  we  might  have  expcfled  to  have  heard  him  fay^ 
ing,-  '*  Ah,  I  will  eafe  me  of  thefe  mine  adver(aries,  and  be 
avenged  on  mine  enemies'*  of  Adam's  family.  But  O,  td 
ihe  eternal  furprife  of  heaven  and  earth i  he  takts  th*  field, 
not  againft  fallen  man,  but  againft  fallen  angers,  who  had 
ruined  man,  by  drawing  him  into  the  fetne  condetnoatron  with 
thcmfelves. 

•  3.  Wc  may  notice  the  way  and  rnarmtr  how  the  Son  of 
X3od  takes  the  field  againft  thefe  enemies.  He  does  not  make 
.  his  attacks  upon  him  in  a  fecret  and  clandedine  manner,  he 
does  not  lay  a  fecret  ambufh,  or  (leal  a  dint  of  the  enemy  un- 
awares ;  no,  but  he  a£ls  in  an  open  and  fair  wayj  he  is  manv' 
fefied.  He  proclaimed  war  againft  him  in  paradife,  and  givej 
the  enemy  four  thouTand  years  to  prepare  himfetf  for  battle, 
before  he  aftually  takes  the  field  againft  him  in  perfon  ;  fo 
that  the  enemy  catinot  fay  he  wanted  watning,  or  was  taken 
in  a  furprife.  Everv  prophet  raifed  up  under  the  OldTdbt- 
ment  was  a  herald  lent  before  the  renowned  Captain  of  falva- 
tion,  togive  devils  and  men  warning  of  his  approach  ;  they 
*^  proclaimed  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord"  to  loft  than, 
but  **  the  day  of  vengeance"  upon  fallen  angels,  and  all  the 
%«ricked  world,, who  keep  by  thcni. 

4.  We  have  the  ftatcd  ground  and  defign  of  the  war  com- 
menced againft  this  enemy  5  it  was  to  deftroy  his  works  :  For 
thit  purpo/e  the  Son  of  God  was  tnam/efted,  that  he  might  deftroy 
the  works  of  the  devil.  The  grand  plot  of  hell  was  to  ruin  the 
works  of  God,  to  difturb  the  creation,  to  deface  the  image  of 
God,  and  to  fet  up  his  empire  in  thefe  lower  regions  :  being 
Caft  out  of  heaven,  he  would  fct  up  his  throne  upon  earthy 
and  reign  without  controul  as  the  god  of  this  world  But  now, 
the  purpofe  of  the  Son  of  God  was  to  countera£fc  the  enemy,  ta 
fap  and  overturn  the  foundation  of  his  ufurped  kingdom,  and  . 
to  fct  up  and  cftablifti  his  own  and  bis  Father's  authority 
among  the  fons  of  men  :  For  this  purpofe  the  Son  of  God  tvas 
manjfeftedj  that  he  might  dejtrcy  the  works  of  the  devil. 

The  text  itfflf  is  a  diftinft  dodrine,  viz,  "That  ibe  Son  of 
God  was  manifejted  for  this  purpofe^  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  dt»' 
viL 

The  method  I  defign,  through  divine  afllftance,  is, 
'  1.  To  offer  fome  things  with  relation   to  this  renowned 
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champiC0|  the  Son  of  God,  who  efpouCss  the  quarrel  of  faUeit 
man. 

XL  Of  the  grand  enemy,  the  devil,  againft  whom  the  com« 
bat  and  war  is  carried  on. 

IIL  Of  the  manifeftation  of  the  Son  of  God« 

IV.  Of  the  works  of  the  devil,  and^how  they  arc  defltroyed 
by  the  Son  of  God. 

V.  Apply. 

I.  llie  firft  thing  is,  to  /peak  a  little  of  our  'renovftiei  dam' 
fim^  the  Son  of  God.  Sirs,  our  great  work,  who  are  minifters- 
of  the  gofpel,  is  to  raife  his  glory,  and  to  bear  bis  name  among 
the  Gentiles,  that  (inners  through  the  knowledge  of  him  may 
be  brought  to  break  their  covenant  with  hell,  and  put  their 
tnift  under  the  (hadow  of  his  wings.  Only,  before  I  proceed, 
I  would  advertife  you.  Sirs,  that,  by  the  fall  of  Adam,  the 
whole  tribe  of  mankind  are  become  the  captives  and  prifon* 
crs  of  this  mighty  enemy,  the  devil,  here  mentioned  in  the 
teit.  Immediately  upon  the  breach  of  the  firft  covenant, 
which  denounced  death  againft  the  foul  that  finned,  a  hand* 
writing  was  given  out  by  divine  juftice,  whereby  we  were  de- 
lirered  over  unto  the  power  of  the  devil,  as  God's  great  jailor 
and  eqcecutioner  \  and  accordingly,  the  devil,  havmg  a  legal 
right  and  power,  he  carries  away  all  mankind  as  his  iflaves 
and  captives,  tying  us  faft^  to  his  fervice  with  the  chains 
pf  our  own  lufts.  Hence  is  that  defcription  of  finners  in 
their  natural  ftate,  Eph.  ii.  2.  3.  where  we  are  told,  that  they 
'*  walked  according  to  the  courfe  of  this  world,  according  to 
the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  fpirit  that  now  work- 
eth  in  the  children  of  difobeditnce.  Among  whom  alfe  we 
all  had  our  converfation  in  times  paft,  in  the  lufts  of  out  fiefh, 
fulfilling  the  defires  of  the  flefti  and  of  the  mind,  and  were 
by  nature  the  children  of  wrath,  even  as  others,"  Now,  Sirs, 
there  is  your  condition  and  mine,  while  in  a  natural  ftate« 
Every  man  by  nature  is  the  devil's  lawful  captive ;  he  comes 
ioto  the  world  wearing  the  devil's  livery  of  original  fin,  and  he 
is  led  abdit  in  the  devil's  fervice  in  the  chains  of  his  own  lufts 
and  depraved  nature*  I  remember  there  is  a  ftrange  and  fur* 
prifing  queftion  put,  If.  zlix.  24.  '^  Shall  the  prey  be  taken 
from  the  mighty,  cr  the  lawful  captive  delivered  ?"  Angels 
and  Qien  could  not  anfwer  this  queftion,  till  the  renowned 
champion  in  the  text,  the  Son  of  God,  appears  and  refolves  it : 
and  you  fee  what  wasliis  anfwer  to  that  ftunr.ing  and  confound* 
ing  queftion,  ver.  25.  "  Thus  faith  the  Lord  Jehovah,"  in 
the  perfon  of  I)is  eternal  Sooj  "Even  the  captives  of  the 
■     \      '  mighty 
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mighty  (hall  be  taken  away,  and  the  prev  of  the  terrible  flialt 
be  delivered :  for  I  will  contend  with  him  that  contendeth 
with  thee,  and  I  will  favc  thy  children."  And  my  text  is 
juft  a  further  opening  of  what  is  there  faid ;  For  this  purprfe 
the  Son  of  God  was  manjfejied,  that  he  tmght  de/troj  the  worts  ef 
the  devil • 

Now,  this  premifed,  I  come  to  offer  you  a  few  thoughts 
anent  the  Son  of  God,  our  glorious  deliverer. 

1.  then,  He  is  a  perfon  of  a  noble  extraft  and  pedigree,  as 
you  fee  in  the  text ;  he  is  the  Son  of  God  by  eternal  generation, 
his  Fathcr's/f/z-fcrifjand  therefore  higher  than  the  kings  of  the 
earth.''  It  adds  much  to  the  chara£ler  of  a  general,  when  it 
can  be  faid  of  him,  that  he  is  a  fon,  or  a  cadet,  or  the  repre- 
sentative of  fuch  a  noble  or  royal  family ;  and  fhould  it  not 
contribute  to  commend  the  Captain  of  our  falvation,  that  he  is 
the  Son  of  God ^  the  brighteft  ornament  of  the  family  of  hea- 
ven," yea,  the  very  "  brightnefs  of  the  Father's  glory,**  and 
that  he  and  the  Father  are  one  God  ? 

2.  This  renowned  perfon,  the  Son  of  God,  he  had  an  and* 
cnt  kindncfs  for  our  family  and  tribe ;  for.  he  from  eternity 
«*  rejoiced  in  the  habitable- parts  of  the  earth,  and  his  deli'gbts 
were  with  the  fons  of  men."  And  his  kindnefs  to  our  family 
made  him,  in  the  council  of  peace,  when  he  faw  us  in  diftrefs, 
offer  his  fcrvice  to  his  eternal  Father,  on  our  behalf,  faying, 
**  Lo,  I  come :  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  Godt"« 

3.  That  he  might  be  in  a  capacity  to  help  and  relieve  us  from 
the  hand  of  the  enemy,  he  matches  with  our  family,  he  mar- 
ries our  nature  into  a  perfonal  union  with  himfelf.  ■  Law  and 
juftice  required  that  the  fame  nature  that  fmned  (liould  fuf* 
fer ;  andjthat  he  who  (hould  be  our  Redeemer,  and  the  avenger 
of  our  blood  upon  Satan,  fhould  be  our  ncarcft  of  kin  :  "He 
was  made  a  little  lower  than  the  angels/'  that  he  might "  ftill 
the  enemy  and  the  avenger."  So  that  our  Goel,  our  kinfman, 
is  the  avenger  of  our  blood ;  according  to  that  of  the  apoftle, 
Hcb.  ii.  14.  "  He  took  part  of  the  children's  flcft,  that  through 
death  he  might  deftroy  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that 
is,  the  devil." 

4.  This  renowned  champion,  the  Son  of  God,  who  takes  the 
field*  alone  in  our  quarrel  againft  Satan,  he  is  one  of  a  very 
martial  and  heroic  fpirit ;  he  fears  no  enemy  that  (lands  in  his 
way.  If.  lix.  16—18.  fee  there  with  what  a  heroic  fpirit  he 
takes  the  field,  though  none  of  Adam's  family.  Or  yet  of  the 
family  of  angels,  could  join  him  in  the  enterprife  :  "  And  he 
iaw  that  there  was  no  man,  and  wondered  that  there  was  no 
intcrceffor  ^  therefore  his  own  arm  brought  falvation,"  &c, 

5.  He 
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$•  He  is  one  that  ia  fuccef^ful  in  ail  his  enterprifes  :  he 
never  loft  9  battle^  vidory  fallows  him  in  his  train  and  retinue. 
Where-ever  he  goes»  he  (lains  his  raiment  with  the  blood  of 
his  enemiesi  like  ons  that  treadech  in  the  wine  far ;  for  he 
'^  treads  them  in  his  anger,  and  tramples  them  in  his  fury." 
When  death  the  king  of  terrors  encounters  htm^  he  cries,  '*  O 
deaths  I  will  be  thy  plagues ;  O  grave  I  will  be  thy  deftrudion.'* 
When  the  armies  of  hell  encounter  him»  he  fpoils  them,  and 
leads  them  about  in  triumph,  and  makes  his  ignominious  crtifs 
a  triumphant  chariot,  to  which  he  ties  them  as  fo  many  tro- 
phies ot  his  vi£tory  ;  he  '^  cads  death  and  hell  into  the  lake 
of  fire  and  brimitone."     And  hence  it  comes,  that  his  very 
same  is  the  terror  of  hell ;  for  **  things  in  heaven,  .md  things 
iD  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth,  do  bow  at  the  name  of 
Jcfus." 

6.  He  is  incomparable  for  power  and  wifdom ;  hence  his 
name  is  *'  Chrifl:  the  power  of  God,  and  Chriii  the  wifdom  of 
God.**  For  power,  he  has  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth,*' 
and  therefore  none  is  able  to  withdand  him.  Who  has  an 
arm  like  him  ?  ^*  His  hand  is  full  of  power,  and  his  right  hand 
is  great  in  might."  And  for  wifdom,  ^^  all  the  treafures  of 
viidom  and  knowledge  are  hid  in  him.*'  fhe  cunning  of  the  old 
fcrpent  is  but  folly  to  him  :  "  He  taketh  the  wife  in  their  own 
craftine(s,  and  turns  the  counfel  of  the  fro  ward  headlong."  So 
much  for  xhtjirjl  thing,  fome  thoughts  concerning  our  renown- 
ed champion,  the  glorious  Son  of  God,  who  appears  in  the  quar« 
rel  of  loil  fmners  of  Adam's  family. 

II.  The /econd  thing  was,  to  offer  a  few  thoughts  concerning 
the  grand  enemy  of  Mankind,  that  the  Son  of  God  had  in  Us  eye 
when  he  appeared  upon  the  ftage,  and  that  is  the  devil.  Concern- 
ing this  enemy,  1  ihall  only  tell  you^ 

1.  That  he  was  once  an  angel  of  light,  and  had  his  habita- 
tion at  firft  in  glory.  The  apoftlc  Jude  infmuates  this,  when 
he  tells  us,  that  they  "  left  their  firft  habitation."  He  was 
one  of  the  brightcft  ftars  in  the  higher  orbs  of  heaven. 
If.  xiv.  12.  called  "  Lucifer,  the  fen  of  the  morning." 

2.  Pride  and  ambition  was  the  fin  of  the  devil.  So  much 
is  hinted  to  us  by  the  apoftle ;  "  being  lifted  up  with  pride,  he 
fell  into  condemnation."  He  valued  himfelf  upon  his  own 
created  excellencies,  and  would  needs  vie  it  with  God  :  he 
faid  in  his  heaft,  "  I  will  exalt  my  throne  above  the  ftars  of 
God  :  1  will  afcend  above  the  heights  of  the  clouds,  I  will  be 
like  the  Moft  High,"  If.  xiv.  13.  14.  Some  think,  that  the 
diing  that  gave  occa.^ion  unio  his  pride  to  vent  itfelf,  was  the  in- 
timation of  God's  dcfign  of  taking  upon  hiai  a  nature  inferior 
fo  that  of  the  angels,  in  the  oerfon  of  his  eternal  Son,  and  the  or- 

VoL.  II.  ■     D  d  dcr 


210  Thejirft  Promifi  aecmpliJieJL 

der  given  that,  *'  all  the  angels  of  God  (hould  worflnp  him,*' 
even  in  that  nature,  when  he  (hould  bring  his  firft-begotten  into 
the  world.    He  difdained  to  worfhip  G^d  in  a  nature  inferior ' 
to  his  own,  for  which  he  was  tumbled  from  heaven,  to  helly 
With  all  the  angels  that  joined  him  in  his  apoflacy. 

3«  Being  caft  out  of  heaven,  he  was  filled  with  the  madneft 
of  revenge  and  enmity  againll  God ;  and  finding  our  firft  pa* 
T«nts  in  paradife,  crowned  with  the  glory  and  dignity  of  the  di- 
vine image,  he,  through  his  flattering  hifles,  draw's  them  into  a 
confederacy  with  himfelf  againft  God,  by  tempting  them  to 
eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  whereby  they  and  their  whole  pof« 
terity  had  periftied  for  ever  with  the  devils*  under  the  weight 
of  the  wrath  and  curfe  of  God,  unlefsthe  Son  of  God  had  m< 
terpofed  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil,  and  to  fct  the  cap- 
tives of  the  mighty  at  liberty. 

4.  By  virtue  of  the  curfe  of  the  broken  law,  the  deVil  comes 
to  have  a  legal  title  to,  and  dominion  over,  every  fon  of  Adam 
hy  nature.  The  hand- writing,  which  was  iflued-out  againft 
lis,  upon  the  violation  of  the  holy  law,  gave  the  devil  a  powor 
from  God,  in  a  way  of  righteous  judgement,  to  rule  in  and 
over  every  man  and  woman  fpringing  of  the  firft  Adam ;  hence 
called  the  god  of  this  'world.  So  that.  Sirs,  till  you  join  yout^ 
jTelves  to  ihe  Son  of  God  by  faith  in  him,  you  are  juft  the 
devil's  lackeys  to  ferve  him  according  to  his  neck  and  inclina^ 
ation  ;  you  do  his  works,  as  was  hinted  before. 

5*  The  enemy,  into  whofe  hands  we  are  fallen,  is  of  alL 
others  the  moft  dangerous  and  terrible.  And  that  you  may 
Icnow  your  danger  while  under  his  power,  and  the  obligations 
we  are  under  to  the  Son  of  God  who  came  to  deftroy  hiroj 
1  will  tell  you  in  two  or  three  words  what  fort  of  an  enemy  he  is. 

ly?.  He  is  a  very  powerful  enemy  :  for  though  he  has  loft  his 
original  integrity,  yet  he  has  loft  nothing  of  his  natural 
ilrength  \s  if  he  were  not  under  the  check  of  the  power  of  God, 
lie  could  in  a  very  lictle  time  devour  all  mankind^  and  hurry 
them  wholly  to  hell. 

2t//y,  He  is  a  fubtle  and  cunning  enemy ;  therefore  called  a 
firpenty  which  is  the  moft  fubtle  and  cunning  of  all  the  beafts 
of  the  field.  He  fuits  his  temptations  unto  every  rnan's  temper ; 
he  knows  well  what  bait  is  moft  ready  to  catch  the  unwary  finner. 

3<//y,  He  is  an  experienced  enemy.  He  has  long  dealt  iii 
his  foul  ruining  and  murdering  trade;  he  has  now  had  about 
fix  thoufand  years  experience  in  this  bufinefs. 

4thly^  A  molt  vigilant  enemy.  He  leaves  no  ftone  unturncdt 
!(ie  iofes  no  opportunity  to  carry  on^  his  hellifh  defigns  againdt 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  ialvation  of  fouls. 

^thly^  Ht  is  a  moft  fierce  and  raging  enemy ;  hence  we  ar^ 
told,  thai  he  is  a  roaring  lion.  ^^^{y%  He 
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'hthlj^  He  18  a  numerous  enemy.  It  is  true,  he  is  here 
fpokenof  in  the  fmgular  number;  but  his  name  is  Legion. 
Although  there  be  but  one  Beelzebub,  the  prince  of  devils^ 
yet  he  has  a  numerous  train  under  him,  continually  carrying 
on  the  plots  of  his  kingdom  of  darkneb.  And,  Sirs,  I  make 
ao  doubt^  if.  our  eyes  were  opened,  we  would  fee  fwarms  of 
CTil  fpirits  in  this  company,  and  in  this  very  place,  all  at  work 
to  diTert  the  minds  of  men  from  giving  entertainment  to  the 
gofpel-rerelation.  Thus  I  have  given  you  fome  account  of 
the  enemy  the  Son  of  God  had  in  his  view  when  he  appeared 
on  the  Aage. 

Now,  you  may  be  ready  to  alk,  What  are  the  works  of  the 
devil  which  the  Son  of  dod  came  to  deftroy  ?  Anfnu.  The 
grand  and  fundamental  work  of  the  devil  is  (in.  This  is,  as  it 
were*  his  firft-bom,  and  the  beginning  of  his  ftrength,  as  yoa 
fce  from  the  former  claufe  of  the  verfe ;  "  He  that  committeth 
in,  is  of  the  devil ;  for  the  devil  linneth  from  the  beginning/' 
And  then  it  follows.  For  ihU  purpofe  the  Son  of  God  was  fnani* 
j^bi/,  &c.  So  that  the  main  work  of  the  devil  is  fin  :  ihis  is 
iaft  the  poifon  and  yenom  of  the  old  ferpent.  The  flood  that 
be  cafts  out  of  his  mouth,  in  order  to  deftroy. the  church,  re- 
prefcnted  under  the  notion  of  a  woman^  Rev.  xii.  15.  whac 
elfe  is  it  but  a  flood  of  (in  ?  This  is  the  main  engine  where- 
by the  devil  carries  on  all  his  other  helli(h  works  and  ftrata<* 
gems  either  againft  God  or  man.  If  it  had  not  been  for  fin^ 
the  devil  had  never  got  any  power  over  men  in  the  world ;  fo 
that  fin  is  the  very  ^at  and  ftrength  of  his  kingdom  in  tlje 
world.  I  remember  it  is  faid,  that  ^^  juftice  and  judgement 
aie  the  habitation  of  God's  throne  ;"  and  1  may  add,  that  ini- 
quity and  fin  is  the  habitation  of  the  devil's  throne  and  empire. 
And  here  I  might  tell  you  of  a  multitude  of  fins,  which  are 
evidently  the  works  .of  the  devil,  if  I  were  not  afraid  of  en- 
teiiog  upon  a  field  large  and  wide  like  the  heavens.  Atheifm  is 
the;  work  of  the  devil;  he  ftudies  to  perfuade  men  that  there  i$ 
ao  God  to  call  them  to  an  account,  no  judgement  10  come,  no 
no  hell  or  heaven.  Ignorance  is  a  great  work  of  the  devil;  he 
^*  blinds  the  minds  of  them  that  believe  not,  left  the  light  of 
the  glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift  ihould  (hine  into  their  hearts." 
Hence  his  kingdom  is  called  a  kingdom  of  darknefs.  Unbelief 
is  the  work  of  the  devil,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  *^  making 
God  a  liar,''  a  difcrediting  of  a  God  of  truth,  fpeaking  either 
in  a  way  of  promife,  precept,  or  threatening,  in  his  word.  It 
Was  by  unbelief  that  he  ruined  our  firft  parents,  he  brought 
them  to  doubt  if  God  had  faid  fo  and  fo.  And  when  once  a 
man  begins  to  waver  and  queftion  whether  this  or  that  be  a 
point  of  the  truth  of  God,  he  is  gone^  the  enemy  has  him  fair 

before 
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before  the  wind.  Enmity  is  another  work  of  the  dcnl :  "  Tli« 
carnal  mind  is  enmity  aprainft  God."  This  it  juft  the  poilbxK 
of  the  old  ferpent,  that  has  run  through  all  the  powers  of  the 
foul.  Pride  is  a  work  of  the  deviU  yea,  it  is  the  very  piAiire 
of  the  devil.  Pride  wais  his  fird  fin  \  and  by  telling  them  that 
they  fhould  be  as  frods^  by  eating  the  forbidden  tree,  •*  know- 
ing  good  and  evil,"  he  ruined  them  and  iheir  pofterity.  TWt 
fin  of  pride  has  fo  much  of  the  devil  in-  it,  that  God  cannot 
look  near  a  proud  man ;  he  **  beholds  the  proud  afar  offi"  Hf? 
pocrify  and  diflSmulation  either  with  God  or  man,  that  is  ancv 
ther  work  of  the  devil.  He  himfelf  diiTembled  the  matter  widl 
our  firft  parents,  he  transformed  himfelf  into  an  angef  of  lif{ht: 
and  fo  doth  every  hypocrite,  he  appears  to  be  what  he  really 
is  not.  Idolatry,  tuperftition,  charms,  witchcrsift,  error^ 
fwearing,  lying,  Sabbath-breaking,  murder,  adult^rry,  thefty 
covetoufnefs,  perjury,  and  all  (in  that  I  can  poflibly  naine» 
they  are  all  the  works  of  the  devil,  and  they  that  comom  them 
are  of  the  devil. 

But  now,  to  illuftrate  this  head  yet  a  little  further,  I  wiH 
tell  you  of  fome  works  of  the  devil  brought  about,  by  fin, 
which  arc  juft  the  devil's  fport  and  recreation,  i.  Thedif- 
honour  of  God.  2.  The  difturbing  of  the  creation.  3-  The 
ruin  of  man.  4.  The  ereftion  of  his  own  kingdom  of  fin  and 
darknefs. 

1.  I  fay,  the  devil  by  fin  defigns  the  diihonour  of  God,  every 
fin  beirg  a  violation  of  his  law,  a  contempt  of  his  authority, 
a  denial  of  his  fovcreignty,  an  affront  to  his  juftice  and  holi* 
nefs,  and  a  cafting  dirt  upon  all  his  perfeflions.  Now,  what 
a  fport  and  pleafure  is  it  unto  that  proud  and  rebellious  fpirir, 
when  he  can  get  men  and  women  to  join  him  after  this  man- 
ner in  affronting  God,  and  trampling  upon  his  laws  ?  hence 
Tinners  are  faid  to  be  in  a  covenant  or  confederacy  with  hell^  to 
diflionour  God. 

2.  By  fin  he  diflurbs  tl>e  creation,  and  diforders  all  the 
works  of  God  in  this  lower  world.  You  know,  Gen.  i.  when 
God  had  made  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  and  all  the  reft 
of  the  creatures,  he  pronounced  them  all  good;  everything 
was  in  its  proper  joint  and  lith,  fubfervient  unto  the  great 
ends  of  their  creation  ;  not  a  jar  or  groan  to  be  heard  among 
all  the  creatures  of  God.  But  now,  S-atan,  by  fin,  difturbs 
and  diforders  the  creation  of  God.  Having  tempted  man  to 
break  his  allegiance  to  God,  he  brings  the  curfe  of  God  up- 
on the  very  ground,  and  all  the  inferior  creatures  that  flood  in 
a  fubordination  to  man.  Hence  follows  war  between  man 
and  the  inferior  creatures  ;  and  the  creatures  that  are  fubje£k 
to  man,  it  is  unwillingly  that  they  fervc  him ;  chey  groan  under 
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it  as  afenritude,thatthey  (hould  beany  way  ufeful  unto  man, 
a  rebel  againft  tKeir  great  Lord  and  Creator  \  hence  ia  chat  of 
die  apoftle^  Rom.  viii.  20^22.  It  is  juft  the  pleafure  and  di- 
verGon  of  dicdevil,  to  fee  that  order,  and  beauty  and  harmony , 
chat  God  placed  in  the  creation  at  firft,  difturbed. 

3«  By  fin  be  brings  about  the  ruin  of  poor  fouls,  which  is  «3 
great  a  pleafure  and  diverHon  to  the  wicked  fpiiit,  as  it  is  for 
a  lion  to  tear  and  devour  his  prey  when  he  is  hungry.  To  II* 
laftmte  this  to  you>  I  will  tell  you  of  fome  things  the  devil  dof^s 
to  you  when  he  gets  you  to  fin,  which  arc  jult  the  woric  and 
^orcof  the  deviL 

1/7,  He  takes  away  our  fight.  The  god  of  this  world 
Uimb  an  his  votaries  by  fin  ;  fo  that,  though  the  man  is  as  ic 
were  Juft  upon  the  mouth  of  hdi,  yet  does  not  know  it.  Liktf 
the  ^tliftines,  he  puts  out  our  eyes,  and  then  makes  a  fport 
of  us. 

2d/f,  By  fin  he  takes  away  our  beauty.  Man,  before*,  fin 
catered,  fhined  with  the  beauties  of  hoiinefs ;  but  now  by 
fia  we  are  become  hell-huedy  black  like  the  Ethiopian,  by 
lying  among  the  devil's  pots ;  and  this  is  the  work  and  fport 
of  hell. 

3i0)r,  He  takes  a^ay  our  clothing,  he  leaves  us  (lark  naked* 
Man,  before  fin  entered,  was  clothed  with  a  robe  of  perfect 
hwrighteoufnefs ;  but  when  through  fin  we  fell  into  the  hand 
of  the  devil,  he  Itript  us  of  that  ornament ;  hence  Laodicea  is 
£ud  to  be  <*  wretched,  miferable,  blind,  poor,  and  uakcd,'' 
without  a  rag  to  cover  her. 

^thlyy  He  takes  away  our  ftrength  and  ability  for  any  good 
work ;  fo  that  we  are  not  fufficienc  to  conceive  a  good  thought, 
though  it  could  purchafe  heaveit.  ^^  When  we  were  without- 
ftrength,  in  due  time  Chrift  died  for  the  ungodly." 

Stbljy  He  takes  away  our  peace  with  God,  and  confidence 
towards  him  ;  as  you  fee  in  our  firft  parents  immediately  after 
the  fall,  they  fled  from  the  prefeuee  of  God  as  an  enemy  ;  the 
Almighty  became  a  terror  to  them,  that  they  durit  not  look 
him  in  the  face. 

(itbly^  He  takes  away  peace  with  confciencei  God's  deputy 
hi  the  bofom.  The  devil  has  a  continual  hell  in  his  bread, 
through  his  guilty  confcience;  onljr  it  is  fome  pleafure  and  eafe 
to  him,  to  fee  men  and  women  through  fia  feeling  his  own 
fmart,  and  crying  with  Cain,  '<  My  fin  is  greater  than  can  be 
forgiven." 

^thiy^  He  takes  away  our  life  ;  for  every  fm  is  a  thruft  given 
to  the  life  of  the  foul.  And  the  devil,  who  murd«*red  himfelf, 
ind  who  is  a  murderer  from  the  beginning,  he  ju II. takes  plea- 
fere  to  fet  men  and  women  a-woik  10  murder  both  foul  and 

body 
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body  at  once»  every  (in  being  a  draught  of  thepoifon  of  the  old 
ferpent  put  in  the  man's  hand. 

Ztbly^  He  takes  away  our  title  to  Ood  and  glory,  and 
makes  us  children  of  wrath,  and  heirs  of  hell  and  the  curfe 
with  himfrlf.  Thcfc  arc  fomc  things  that  the  devil  works  by 
fin,  which  are  juft  his  paftime '  and  recreation*  To  all  which 
I  add, 

4.  In  th^  fourth  place,  that  another  work  of  the  devil  by  fin 
is,  to  eftabliih  his  own  kingdom  and  empire,  in  oppofition  uAto 
God's  government.  And  indeed,  by  the  firft  fin,  he  drew  all 
mankind  under  his  dominion.  He  takes  God^s  viceroy  in  thipl 
lower  world  (man,  I  mean),  whom  God  had  **  made  a.Kttle 
lower  than  the  angels,  and  crowned  with  glory  and  dignity }"' 
he  not  only  makes  him  his  drudge  and  vaflal,  but  he  armi 
him  againft  God  his  righteous  Lord,  and  makes  him  <*  fay 
to  the  Almighty,  Depart  from  us,  for  we  defire  not  the  know-i 
ledge  of  thy  ways."  And  thus  you  fee  what  are  the  worksof 
the  devil.  AU  tbefe  works  Cbrift.  came  to  deftroy.' '  But  now 
I  go  on  to, 

III.  The  l&W  thing,  which  W2ls  tie  fftam/e/!ation  ofthtZon^ 
Goi^  in  order  to  his  diftrojing  theft  works  cfrbe  devil.  There  is 
fomething  in  this  phrafeology  of  the  text  that  is  exceeding  fig* 
nificant  and  emphatic  ;  he  was  manifefted  to  deftroy  the  workrof 
the  devil :  importing,  that  the  devil  and  his  works  do  as  it  were 
dlfappear  at  the  very  fight  or  appearance  of  the  Son  of  God,  as 
darknefs  difappears  and  evaniflies  at  the  manifcftation  of  the 
light  of  the  fun.  The  devil  and  his  works  can  no  more  ftand 
at  the  approach  of  Chrift;  than  darknefs  can  ftand  before  the- 
iun  when  (hining  in  the  heavens  in  his  ftrength.  ^}ow,  to  clear 
this,  I  wiD  tell  you  of  feveral  gradual  manifeftations  of  the  Soa 
of  God,  every  one  of  which  is  a  ftroke  given  unto  the  devil 
and  his  works. 

1.  He  was  manifefted  initially  in  the  firft  promife.  Gen. 
Ki.  15.  •*  The  feed  of  the  woman  (hall  bruife  the  head  of.  the 
ferpent  -,"  which,  as  I  faid  before,  is  the  very  fame  in  fubftance 
with  this  of  his  being  manifefted  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the 
devil.  This  firft  promife  contained  a  manifeftatien  of  Chrift } 
and  therein  were  three  things  manifefted  concerning  the  Son 
of  God.  As,  (i.)  That  he  fhould  be  clothed  with  man's  na« 
ture,  and  be  born  of  a  woman.,  (2.)  That  he  fiiould  have 
his  human  nature  bruifcd  by  the  ferpent  and  his  feed  :  "  Thou 
ilialt  bruife  his  heel."  (3.)  That  the  head  of  the  ferpent,  or 
the  power  of  Satan  and  his  ufurped  kingdom,  (hould  get  a 
mortal  wound  by  the  fufFerings  of  the  human  nature  of 
Chrift.    Here  w'as  the  firft  manifeftation  of  the  Son  of  God. 

To 
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To  die  fame  purpofe  was  that  manifeftacion  of  him  made  to 
Abraham,  <^  In  thy  feed  (hall  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  be 
blefied  r^and  upon  this  manifeftation  did  the  patriarchs  feed  for 
the  fpace  of  about  two  thoufaad  years ;  and  all  the  following 
manxfieftations  of  Clirift,  they  were  but  further  and  gradual 
opening^  of  the  my  (leries  of  the  grace  and  love  of  God  contain* 
ed  in  thefe  two  promifes. 

2.  He  was  manifefted  typically  to  the  children  of  Ifrael  in 
the  Mofaic  occonomy.  The  tabernacle^  the  templei  the  paflb- 
▼er,  the  manna,  the  rock  that  followed  them,  the  facrifi- 
ces  and  ceremonies  of  that  difpenfation,  what  elfe  were  they 
but  the  <'  ihadpws  of  gpod  things  to  come  V*  The  apoftle  calls 
them  the  '*  rudiments  of  the  world,"  whereby  they  were  let 
in  to  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,  in  his  pcrfon,  natures^  and  offi- 
ces.   And, 

3.  To  this  there  was  added  a  prophetical  manifeftation  of 
the  Son  of  God.  The  prophets,  what  were  they  but  fo  many 
heralds  or  harbingers  fent  before  this  great  King  to  tell  that 
he  was  a-Coming  ?  Jacob  on  his  death-bed  prophefied  of  him 
under  the  name  of  Shtloh^  to  whom  the  gathering  of  the 
people  (hould  be  :  Mofes  prophefied  of  him  as  the  greit  prophet 
that  God  (hould  raife  up  like  to  himfelf,  &c. :  David  prophe- 
fied of  him  under  the  name  of  the  Son  of  man^  whom  God 
would  make  ftrong  for  himfelf»  and  the  King  whom  he  would 
(et  on  his  holy  hill  of  Zion  ;  Ifaiah  fpeaks  of  him  as  the  branch 
that  (hould  fpring  out  of  the  root  of  Jefle,  that  (hould  ftundfor 
3n  enfign  to  the  Gentiles,  and  a  root  fpringing  out  of  a  dry 
ground  :  Jeremiah,  as  the  Lord  our  righteoufnefs  :  Ezekiel,  as 
^t  plant  of  renown  •  Daniel  calls  him  the  Mefiab  :  Malachi  as 
the  mtffenger  of  t^  covenant y  that  (hould  come  unto  his  temple. 
Thus,  I  fay,  all  the  prophets  prophefied  of  him  :  <*  To  him 
bore  all  the  prophets  witnefs." 

4.  He  was  manifefted  perfonally  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  by 
the  aflumption  of  the  nature  of  man:  Gal.  iv.  4.  •'  In  the  fulncfs 
of  time  God  fent  forth  his  iSon  made  of  a  woman,  made  un- 
der the  law."  All  the  former  manifeitations  of  Chrift  were 
hut  like  the  gradual  peepings  of  the  light  of  the  day ;  but 
now  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  a£lually  arifes  on  the  world,  with 
healing  under  his  wings.  By  his  do<9:rme,  his  miracles,  his 
obedience  to  the  law,  and  death  on  the  crofs,  and  his  rcfur. 
itd^ion  and  afcenfion  again  into  heaven,  he  lays  the  founda- 
tion of  a  new  gofpel-church  within  the  territories  of  tht 
^od  of  this  world.  Of  this  more  afterwards.  Bnt  by  this 
manifeftation  of  the  Son  of  God,  a  dead  ftroke  was  given 
unto  the  kingdom  of  darknefs,  and  the  foundation  of  a  happy 
eternity  laid,  by  "  finilhing  tranfgreflSon,  making  an  end  of 

fin. 
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firiy  making  reconciliation  for  iniquity,  and  bringing  .in  vol 
cverlafting  righteoufnefs"  for  the  juiiification  of  tinners  before 
Cod,  and  giving-  them  a  new  title  toi  eternal  life^  forfeited  in 
the  iirfl:  Adam. 

$,  There  is  a  declarative  manifeftation  of  the  Son  of  God 
in  the  difpenfiitien  of  the  gofpcl.  The  apoill^R,  and  other 
roiniilers  of  Chrid,  they  are  fent  out  as  fo  many  heralds  te 
proclaim  and  intimate  to  a  loll  world,  that  the  great  Redeemer 
and  Saviour  is  adually  come;  and  that,  having  done  his  work^ 
^*  whoever  believes  in  him  ihall  not  perifh,  but  •  have  ever* 
lading  life.*'  We  preach  Chrid  crucified,  and  tell  you,  that 
^'he  that  believes  in  him  (hall  be  fave<|:  and  he  that  believeth 
not  (hall  be  condemned." 

6.  He  is  manifefted  facra mentally.  He  not  only  prefents 
himfelf  to  our  underilanclings  by  the  ear  in  the  di^nfatioa 
of  the  word,  but  alfo  to  our  eyes  in  the  fealing  ordinances  of 
baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper ;  and  more  efpecially  in  the 
ia(l,  where,  by  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine,  his  body  and 
blood  are  fet  before  U3,  that  we  may  difcern  him,  and  feed  upon 
him  as  an  incarnate  God,  dying,  or  pouring  out  his  foul  unto 
the  death  for  our  redemption. 

7.  Chrift  is  manifefted  in  a  fpiritual  and  efficacious  way 
and  manner  in  the  day  of  converfion.  "  God  who  com rr and* 
ed  the  light  to  ihine  out  of  darknefs,  ihines  into  the  heart,  to 
give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God,  in  the 
face  of  Jefus  Chrift.*'  "  It  pleafed  God  (fays  Paul)  to  reveal 
(or  to  manifcft)  his  Son  in  me."  This  is  called  by  the  pro- 
phet, If.  XXV.  7.  a  '*  renting  of  the  vail,  and  a  dettroying  of 
the  face  of  the  covering  ;"  becaufe,  in  the  converfion  of  a  fin* 
ner,  the  firft  faving  work  of  the  Spirit  is  topieftroy  ignorance 
:ind  unbelief,  and  to  ttflify  of  the  glory,  fulnefs,  fuitabicnefs^ 
and  excellency  of  the  Lord  Jefus  to  the  foul,  whereby  it  is 
determined  to  caft  off  the  devil's  livery,  and  to  put  on  Chrift 
for  righteoufncfs,  and  to  fay  to  him  as  a  king,  "  O  Lordf 
other  Lords  befides  thee  have  had  dominion  over  me,  but  bf 
thee  only  will  I  make  mention  of  thy  name."  1  might  tcU 
you  alfo  of  the  renewed  manifcftations  of  Chrift  to  the  foul* 
polterior  ur.to  thefe  at  firft  converfion  :  for  Chrift  having  bc^ 
gun  to  give  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  his  glory  unto  tht 
foul,  *'  his  goings  forth  are  prepared  as  the  morning;"  he  is 
ay  refreihing  the  foul  with  the  other  blink  of  his  reconciled 
countenance,  whereby  he  weakens  the  intercft  of  Satan  in 
the  foul,  and  changei  it  gradually  "  into  the  fame  image,  from 
glory  to  glory,  r.s  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord." 

8.  There  is  the  public  and  folemn  manifeftation  of  the  Son 
of  God  at  the  lait  day,  fpoken  of,  Rev.  i.  7.  •*  Behold  he  co- 
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metli  with  clouds,  and  every  eye  (hall  fee  hxm^  and  they  alio 
which  pierced  him :  and  all  kindreds  of  the  earth  (hall  wail 
becaufe  of  him.** 

Thus  you  lee  how  it  is  that  the  Son  of  God  is  manifefted  { 
and  in  every  one  of  thefe  manifeftations  (or  if  there  be  any 
other  that  1  have  not  named)  he  had  in  view  the  dc(lru£ltoii 
of  Satan  and  his  works.     By  his  manifeftacion  in  the  (irlt  pro- 
mife, we  have  reafon  to  think  that  both  Adam  and  Eve,  but 
efpecially  the  lad,  were  converted  \  and  fo  the  foundation  of 
the  patriarchal  church  laid  m  the  midft  of  Satan's  kingdom. 
By  his  manifcltation  to  Abraham,  under  the  name  of  the  pro- 
mifed  feed,  through  whom  he  engaged  to  be  a  Goil  to  him,  and 
to  his  feed,  the  foundation  of  the  Jtwiih  church  was  laid  i 
and  upon  the  foundation  of  this  promife  the  Mofaic  economy 
was  founded,  and  all  the  prophecies  of  the  propiicts,  whereby 
tbe  church  was  continu;:d  till  the  days  of  Chriitt     By  the  ac- 
tual manifeftation  of  the  Son  of  God  in  the  nature  of  man, 
and  his  obedience,  death,  and  rt-furre£lion,  the  foundation  of 
the  New  Teilament  church  was  laid  \  and  fuch  a  (Iroke  givca 
by  his  after  manifeilation  in  preaching  of  the  gofpel,  accom- 
panied with  the  power  of  the  Spirit,  that  the:  works  of  the 
deril  fell  down  apace  through  the  world,  the  Heathen  oracle^ 
filenced,  the  idolatrous  and  gxoU  abominations  which  Satan 
bad  ere&ed  in  the  world  overthrown,  and  multitudes  every 
where  converted  unto  the  faith  of  Chriil,  fubmitting  as  volun- 
teers uoto  his  fccptre  of  righteoufncls,  like  drops  of  dew 
'  faom  the  wofnb  of  the  mprning.     But  now  I  proceed  to, 

~  ly.  Tht  fourth  thinp  propofed  in  the  method,  which  was, 
to^ai  of  the  Son  ffGod  his  d^iroying  the  works  of  the  deviL 
And  here  1  would,  i.  Prove  that  it  is  the  great  buGncfs  of 
the  Son  of  God  to  deiiroy  the  works  of  the  devil.  2.  Shew 
how  it  is  that  he  deitroys  them.  3.  When  is  it  efpecially  that 
he  deftroys  them.    4.  Why. 

The^O^  thing  is,  to  prove  that  it  was  the  great  buQnefs  of 

die  Son  of  God  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  devil.      This  is 

erident  from  the  whole  current  and  tenor  of  the  fcnpttires 

from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  them,  Gen*  iii   15.  he  was 

to  hrtdfe  theferpenfs  head.     No  fooner  did  he  enter  upon  his 

qiediatory  work,  Macth.  iv.  but  he  enters  the  lills  with  this 

enemy^  apd  foils  hin>  with  the  fword  of  the  Spirit.     3y  his 

death  he  is  faid  to  h^yc  J/)oiUd  principalities  and  powers.     He 

threw  hini  out  of  the  fouls  and  bodies  of  men  when  upon  earthy 

and,  by  the  preaching  of  the  everlafting  gofpel,  his  kingdom 

falls  like  the  lightning  from  heaven.     And,  Rev.  xii.  we  read 

of  a  war  between  Michael  and  his  angelsj  and  the  devil  and 

Vol.  II.  Ee  hia 
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liis  angeli^.    But  now  this  will  be  fuTthet  clieared-  by  lAe  itl^ 
cfufltion  of  a  few  patticiflars. 

I.  Was  it  the  plot  of  hell,  to  have  God  diflionourc'tt  artd*  rf 
fronted  in  all  his  attributes  and  pf rfeftions  by  the  (ih  of  min? 
Well,  Chrift  cotintefraas  the  cfevil  in  this ;  fcff  he  briflg9  a 
greater  revenue  of  glory  to  the  crown  of  heav^fn  by  the  wohfk 
of  ffcdemption,  than  cotftd  ever  have  accrued  to  it  by  a»  the 
fervice  tnat  mfetf  tt  angels  couM  have  done  to  Ood  dkrough 
all'dterttity ;  hence  it  was  that  the  angels,  inMriediately  upWi 
Chrift's  appearing  in  the  world,  cry,  "  Glory  to  God  in  t>« 
highcft.*'  O  the  bright  difplays  of  the  divme  attrfbute^itt 
him,  who  i^'  "  the  brigh'tnefs  of  the  Father's  glbry !" 
*  i.  It  ^as  the  work  of  the  dieviF,  to  difgrace  the  holy  larw  (rf 
God,  by  breaking  it  himfelf,  artd  teaching  marfi  to  Break  in 
upon  it :  but  \X\t  work  of  Chrift  is,  to  "  niagrttfy  the  fetr,  ainf 
to  ihake  it  horiourable.**  "  Think  not  (fays  Chrift). that  I  am 
come  to  deftroy  the  law :  I  am  not  come  to  dcftroy,  htt  tO' 
fulfil  it.^  He  himfelf  fulfilled  it  as  a  corcwant,  and  eftablifhcs 
it  as  a  rule  t6  ail  his  foUowers,  and  puts  his  Spirit  wlthtfli* 
them,  catifiiig  theni  to  walk  in  his  ftattrte^,  arid  tor  do  them. 

3.  Was  It  the  work  of  the  devil  to  diftutb  Gdd's  govern* 
rnent  in  the  world,  and  to  caft  all*  into  diforder  and  confufion? 
Well,  God  the  Father  lays  the  gdvetnmerit  upon  Chrift's 
Ihoulders,  he  puts  the  reins  of  adminiftration  in  his  hands,  isi 
purpofe  that  he  may  reftore  e^rery  thing  iritd  the  order  whereifl 
he  had  fet  them  at  fitft:  atid  at  the  end  of  the  day,  when  he 
has  done  his  work,  it  wiH  be  a  **  time  of  rdftitutioH  of  fX 
things;'*  and  the  very  cre;atures  long  for  that  happy  day 
Rom.  viii.  19.  &c. 

4.  Was  it  the  devil's  work,  to  eftablifti  his  own  kingdom  o 
darknefs  in  this  lower  world,  by  cftaWifhing  error,  ignorance 
unbelief,.  Atiheifm,  pride,  carnality,  profanity,  and  all  manne: 
of  fin  and  wi'ckedncfs  ?  Well,  it  is  the  work  of  Chrift  to  pu3 
down  thefe  pillars  and  ftrong  holds  of  Satan's  kingdom  :  Dad 
ix.  he  (hall  "  finifh  tranfgreflion,  arid  make  an  end  of  fin."  An* 
in  the  5th  vcrfc  of  this  chapter,  where  my  text  lies,  **  And  y 
know  that  he  was  manifefted  to  take  away. our  fins;  and  ii 
him  is  nd  fin.  His  name  is  Jefiis,  bdcaufe  he  faves  his  peopfi 
from  their  fins." 

5.  Was  it  the  devils  work,  t6  break  aH  fellowfhip  ant 
frlendfhip  betwixt  God  and  man  }  Well,  it  is  the  work  ol 
Chrift,  to  bring  them  into  fellowfliip  and '  friendfliip  om 
with  another  ;  therefore  he  is  called  a  Mediator,  or  a  rcace- 
maker.  His  work  is  "  to  make  reconciliatiori  for  iniquity 
When  wc.wcre  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  Dy  hij 

death 
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deatk:  God  .was  in  Chrifl:  reconciling  the  world  unto  him* 
felf  *'  Yea,  Chrifl  himfelf  brcomes  <^  a  new  and  living  way»'* 
by  which  God  comes  down  unto  us,  and  we  come  up  unto  God» 
and  have  '*  oar  fellowfhip  with  the  Father,  and  with  hia  Son 
Jcfiia  Chrift.'* 

6*  Wag  it  the  work  of  the  devil,  to  bring  man  under  the 
cucfe  and  condemnation  of  the  Uw,  that  fo  he  might  be  in  the 
fame  condition  with  himfelf?  Well,  it  is  the  work  of  Chrift,  to 
**  redeem  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for 
us."  And  they  who  beiic^ve  in  Chrilt,  being  wiapt  up  in  his 
rightsouihefs,  there  is  no  condemnation  to  them,  nothing  can 
be  laid  to  their  charge. 

7.  Was  it  the  work  of  the  devil,  to  deface  the  image  of  God 
which  he  (lamped  upon  man  ?  It  is  the  work  of  Chrift,  to  re- 
ftore  it.;,  and  for  this  end  he  mantfeils  himfelf  in  the  glafs  of 
the  gofpel^  that  we,  bv  khoUing  of  his  glory^  my  be  "  clianged 
thto  the  fagae  image,  from  glory  to  glory." 

But,  jaot  .to  infift  upon  particulars,  Chrift  juft  "  reftorcd 
vhat  he  took  not  away,"  but  what  the  devil  and  Gn  took  away. 
Satan  fpoiis  us  of  our  light  and  fight;  Chtift  comes  to  ^*  open 
the  blind  eyes,  to  give  light  to  them  that  fit  in  dajrknefs,  and 
in  the  region  of  the  (hadow  o^  death."  Satan  fpoils  us  of  our 
Jbeauty,  and  rubbed  the  hue  of  hell  upon  us;  Chrift  takes 
t}iem  that  have  <*  lain  among  the  devil'^  pots,^'  and  makes 
them  ^*  like  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered  with  iilver,  and  her 
leathers  with  yellow  gold."  Satan  Artps  us  naked  ^  Chrift 
ctothes  the  poor  finner  with  ^*  white  raiment,"  with  the 
*'  gamient  or  falvation,"  and  the  '^  .robe  of  righteoufaefs.'* 
Statan  fpoils  us  of  our  ftrength  ;  but  Chrift  makes  his  ftrcngth 
iuiHcient  for  our  ueaknefs,  makes  the  fecbl.e  as  David,  fo  as 
to.refiftthe  devil  himfelf,  and  to  put  him  .to  flight.  Satan 
fpoils  us  of  our  peace  with  God,  and  peace  with  confcience ; 
But  Chrift  rtftores  both :  '*  Being  juftified  by  faith,  we 
have  peace  with  God  through  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift.  Peace 
I  Jeave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you  j  not  as  the  world 
givethy  give  I  unto  you :  and  a  peace  that  pafTcth  all  under- 
standing/' Satan  takes  away,  through  lin,  our  title  to  God 
and  glory ;  but  Chrift  reftores  this  again  with  advantage,  and 
fettles  our  claim  to  God  as  our  God,  and  to  the  inheritance 
of  glory,  upon  a  better  foundation  than  the  claim  that  the  firft 
Adam  fcood  upon.  In  a  word,  the  devil,  and  his  firft-born  vfin)^ 
took  away  our  fpiritual  life,  and  leaves  us  ^*  dead  in  trefpaflcs 
and  finsV*.  but  Chrift  reftores  life  to  the  dead :  "  1  am  the  le- 
furre&ion  and  the  life  ;  and,  He  that  believeth  in  me,  out  of 
■his  belly  (hall  flow  rivers  of  living  waters.**  And  then  he  him- 
felf  becomes  the  continual  fountain  of  their  life^  and  their 
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*•  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God.*'  thus  then  you  JTce,  tliatic 
18  a  clear  truth,  that  Chrift  the  Son  of  God  deftroys  the 
teorks  of  the  devil. 

Thtfecsnd  thing  here  is,  to  inquire,  how  is  it  that  Chrift 
deftroy?  the  works  of  the  devil  ?  I  anfwcrj- Chrift  deftroys  thie 
•Works  of  the  devil  four  ways.  i.  By  the  virtue  of  his  blood. 
2.  By  the  light  of  his  word.  3.  Bv  the  power  and  eflBcacy  df 
his  Spirit.  4.  By  the  prudence  01  his  government  and  admi* 
niftration. 

I.J  fay,  Chrift  deftroys  the  works  of  tbe  devil  by  the  vir- 
tue of  his  blood.  Now,  when  I  fpevtk  of  the  blood  or  death 
of  Chrift,  I  undcrftand  the  whole  of  his  fatisfadion,  inclnding 
his  perfect  aflive  obedience  unto  the  mandatory  part  of  the 
Ia\tr,  as  well  as  his  fuffertng  the  minatory  part  of  it  in  his  death* 
Now,  I  fay,  by  the  death  of  Chrift,  in  this  extenfive  view,  Sa- 
tan and  his  works  are  deftroyed.  This,  of  all  others,  unto 
our  fenfe  and  reafon  would  appear  to  be  the  moft  impib- 
bable  \  and  yet  it  was  the  beft,  and  the  only  way  how  it  could 
be  aecompliflied.  The  power  of  Satan,  and  his  whole  dc- 
firoying  tkrorks,  are  founded  in  (in ;  the  obligation  of  the  fin- 
ner  unto  death,  by  virtue  of  the  curfe  of  the  law,  was  that 
Ixrhich  gave  him  all  his  power  to  deftroy  and  ruin  loft  fin- 
neirs ;  and  therefore,  if  that  obligation  be  deftroyed,  Satan's 
power  and  all  his  works  of  darknefs  muft  of  courfe  diflblve } 
the  foundation  being  deftroyed,  all  that  is  lying  upon  it  muft 
fall  to  the  ground.  Now,  this  was  done  in  the  death  of  Chrift  ; 
juftice  was  fatisfied,  reconciliation  made  for  iniquity,  the  fin« 
tier  redeemed  from  the  curfe,  he  being  made  a  curfe  for  us ; 
and  whenever  the  flhner  by  faith  clofes  with  Chrift  as  cruci- 
fied, or  comes  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling,  the  fentence  pafles, 
Rom.  viii.  i.  "There  is  therefore  now  no  condemnation  to 
them  which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus.'* 

2.  Chrift  deftroys  the  works  of  the  devil  by  the  light  of  hb 
word.  This  is  that  weapon  which  is  "  not  carnftl,  buf  mighty 
through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  ftrong*holds,  to  the 
cafting  down  of  imaginations,  and  every  high  thing  that  ci- 
alteth  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  Chrift/'  When  Chrift 
fent  out  his  difciples  to  preach  the  gofpel  through  the  cities 
of  Ifrael,  Satan'b  kingdom  fell  down  before  it  like  lightning  ; 
and  when  Chrift  fent  out  his  apoftles  through  the  world,  in 
order  to  overturn  the  kingdom  of  Satan,  the  weapon  he  put 
in  their  hand  was  juft  the  word  of  the  gofpel  \  **  Go  teach  all 
nations  ;  Go  preach  the  gofpel  unto  every  creature;''  go  ma- 
iiifeft  the  Son  of  God,  and  what  he  has  done  and  fufiered  for 
the  redemption  of  finners.  And  accordingly  they  went  and 
preached  the  gofpel  of  the  kingdom  \  and  fuch  was  the  power 

that 
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that  ^cofnpanied  it,  that  the  idohtries  of  the  nations  fell  down 
apace  before  ir.  It  is  very  obfervable,  that,  upon  the  very  ex- 
ternal mantfeftatton  of  the  gofpel,  the  grofs  works  of  th«:  devil 
fell  down.  In  the  time  of  Paganifm  and  Popery,  the  devil 
ufed  to  appear  and  converfe  with  men  and  women  in  a  familiar 
way,  and  they  worftiipped  and  ferved  him  as  though  he  had 
been  a  god ;  biit,  upon  the  entry  of  the  gofpel,  he  quitted  that 
grofs  way  of  doing,  and  betook  himftif  to  a  more  fecret  and 
fubtle  way  of  ruining  fouls,  by  foftering  them  in  fecurity,  jpride, 
enmity,  unbelief,  and  fuch  fpiritual  wickednefies.  And  where- 
ever  the  gofpel  comes  with  power,  he  is  driven  out  of  thefe 
high  places  alfo. 

3.  Chrift  deftroys  the  works  of  the  devil  by  the  efficacy  of 
his  Spirit,  whereby  the  virtue  of  his  blood,  and  evidence  of 
the  word,  is  carried  in  upon  the  foul ;  for  it  is  the  Spirit  that 
applies  to  us  the  redemption  purchafed  by  the  blood  of  Chrift, 
and  mantfefted  and  exhibited  in  his  word.  There  could  be  no 
efficacy  in  the  word,  in  itfelf  confidered,  for  deftroying  the 
works  of  the  devil,  without  the  concurring  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  who,  upon  this  very  account,  is  called  a  '*  Spirit  oif 
power  :~Not  by  might,  nor  by  power  of  man,  but  by  my  Spiritt 
laith  the  Lord  of  hofts/'  And  O,  when  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord 
comes  along  with  the  revelation  and  difpenfation  of  the  word» 
then  the  devil's  prifoners  are  loofed,  the  captives  of  the  mightv 
are  delivered,  and  the  foul  that  was  bound  for  many  years  with 
the  devil's  chains  is  raifed  up,  and  made  <^  partaker  of  the  glo* 
riotts  liberty  of  the  fons  of  God." 

4.  Chrift  deftroys  the  works  of  the  devil  by  the  prudence 
and  wifdom  of  his  government  and  adminiftration,  of  which 

Jou  have  an  account.  If.  xi.  2^4.  &c.  Ciirift  is  given  as  a 
ead  of  government  unto  his  church,  and  the  fceptre  of  power 
is  put  in  his  hand,  a  rod  of  ftrength,  and  a  rod  of  iron,  whereby 
he  dalhes  his  rnoit  powerful  enemies  in  pieces  as  a  potter's 
veflel :  he  is  ^'  made  head  over  all  things  unto  the  church, 
which  is  his  body."  And  that  he  may  be  in  a  better  capacity 
to  manage  the  reins  of  government  for  the  benefit  of  his  myf- 
tical  body,  and  the  great  ends  of  their  fnlvation,  **  all  the 
treafures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  are  hid  in  him  ;  fo  that  his 
adminiftration  is  unerring  and  infallible.  Satan  the  old  fer« 
pent,  and  his  agents,  they  are  continually  plotting  the  ruin  and 
overthrow  of  the  intercft  of  Chrift  in  the  world ;  foroetimes 
by  fraud,  and  fometimcs  by  force  and  violence,  they  endea- 
vour to  make  the  work  to  ceafe,  and  never  more  than  at  the 
prefent  time  ;  but  Chrift,  by  the  prudence,  wifdom,  and  encr- 
y  of  his  government,  he  countera£^s  ail  the  deep-laid  plots  of 
M  gates  of  hclij  fo  as  they  never  have,  nor  ever  ihall  be  able  to 

prevail 


fNDevan  iDtbe  wrer^raw  of  Ms  w«tfk«iii4  iiitttreft ;  ^  H«  triootf 
•dbe  wife  in  their  own  cxaftioefa,  aad  tuijnr  the  coiiq(el  <>f  ihe 
fvowand  faeKUong.**  Thus  you  {e^  h«w  ic  fs-ttot  GbiSft  ibo- 
jlroys  j!ke.fiiarJc«  of  the  denriL  «  • 

'  T]ie  ^V^  thing  was;,  to  oofKkjfceod.AliamD.iroii^ie  puisttcii- 
Iir  timosandfeafoiia  ivbmlnfChriA  delb^ys  the iirocks  o&4ki& 
tlciriL  ..    :  ...        :    • ;      ■■'■'. 

1.  The  daf  of  Chri(t*s  death  gave  a  notable  hlo^nr^M  I  Aoid 
yon  juft  nosr,  unto  the  devil-s  kingdom;  for  then  Jie  "  fpoitod 
priocipaUcies  «od  poircn,  .and  made  an  open  Qmcw  of  ilKfn" 
sefareiQod aatdthe hcrfy ange}8.  Menand devib«cfD>the.woffM'£ 
▼lew,  were  triumphing  over  Chrift;  but  ChriftatC  <he  iameiitap 
waairiiUBphing  over  them  bof<0Tethein?ifible  fvorldiof  Xpirits. 
The  ^'  kaod-vfyriting  thait  was  ;^ainft  as/'  mdi0»m  ifhiih4^ 
jde«il  .derived  all  his  authority  and  power  utibis- worMy  was 
torn  and  cancelled. 

2.  The  day  of  ChrJA -a  refudrredion  gaine  » i^G^aal.  blowrlp 
.tiiewiorksiQf  the  devil;  for  he  ^  rofe  for  aur.juftificatioti.^ 
line  devily  the  Jews  and  Romans,  they  tbotight  tJiey-bad 
obtained  the  viSopy  over<Q>rift,  when  they  go|:  thim  m.gi^ 
fprave^  «iid  his  ftone  fealed :  but  **  he  was  takon  froQi:p«ifen 
and  from  judgement ;"  (by  am  order  from.Heaveni  -the  Aooe 
was  rolled  sway  from  the.  door  of  the  fepulchre,  and  be  comes 
forth  carrying  the  fpcnls  o£  death  land  hell  in  his  handi  and  . 
carrying  aifo  the  difcharge  of  the  debt  of  la  wiioje  ^\e£t  Wfn]d 
jnhisJband,  &c* 

3.  The  day  of  Chrid's  afcenfion  into  heaven  was  a  notable 
defttuftion  unto  Satan  and  his  works  ;  for  ^'  when  he  afcend- 
•cd  up  on  high,  he  led  capltivity  captive  ;"  he  opened  a  pafii^ 
between  this  world  and  heaven,  through  the  teiiritories  of  . 
«he  prince  .of  the  power  of  the  air,  by  which  all  his  friends 
^anight  follow  him  to  glory.  And  O  how  did  it  torment  the 
(jdevil,  when  Chrift  went  through  the  air  in  triumph  with  his 
♦*  twenty 'thou fand  chariots  of  angels/revcry  .one  crying*  •*  God 
is  gone  up  with  a  ihout,  the  Lord  with  the  found  of  a  trum- 
pet:  fing  praifes  to  God,  ^g  praifes;  (ing  praifes^unto  our 
•King^  fiHg  praifes  !" 

4.  In  the  day  of  Pentecoft  Chrift  gave  another  ftroke  to  the 
i^evil  .and  his  works.  When  Chrift  newly  fait:  down  on  his 
ithcone  of  glory,  poured  out  his  Spirit  upon  his  apoftles  in  an 
extraordinary  manner,  enabling  them  to  work  mtraoles,  and  to 
•preach  the  gofpcl  in  all  languages,  that  it  might  fpread  through 
s\\  the  known  world  ;  how  did  Satan^s  kingdom  begin  to  fall, 
when  at  one  fernion  three  thoufand  fouls  were  plucked  out 
«f  his  kingdom,  and  added  to  the  church  of  Chrift !  And,  from 
•that  time  forward^  how  did  the  light  of  the.gofpel  fly  like 

lightning 


Vi^Uiita^  from  eoe  enid  of  the  world  (as  it  were)  ta  the  oc&er» 
inpfomuchy  as  the  apoftle  obfenreV}  Rom.  x.  i8.  ^<  thsnr  found 
(m  a  little  tim<)  wtnt  unto  thcfends  of  the  earth  ?"  Aii^  to 
thiB  I. may  add,  that  when  at  any  time  the  renowned  Captam 
of  fiilvatioft  ^'  gird9  has  fword  upon  hit.  thigh,  and  ride»  prof- 
peroufly"  in  his  chariot  of  truth,  ^^  making  the  people  to  fail 
utodtfr  him/*€Onvmcing  and  eohvertmgf  fmners  nnto  his  know- 
ledge and  obedience,  that  b  a  time  wkes  Chrift  deftreys  the 
wtirte  of  thedevil,  and  pulls  down  his  flrong«holds« 

5i  The*  day  of  a  fihner's  believing  in  Chrtft  is  a  fime  when 

SataA's  ^^^iire  d^royed.     It  is  thr  great  defign  of  hell,  to 

Salidei^  Qod  find  his  word  aiTiong  the  children  ot  men,  as 

tbefugh  h^.  were  noteworthy  of  credit :. tbas  he  flandered  him 

tQ  our  fir  ft  parents  i  Hath  God /Mid  fa  and  fo  ?     Kow,.  when 

afinn^r  is  brought ^o  **  ferto  his  feal  that  God  iatrue/'  and 

is  liiade  to  giv^'  fcrch'Cfediv  umo  the  record  of  God  that  he 

ventures  his  eternal  falvationUpqn  the  tvracity  of  a  God  of 

titfth  )  thisi  i  ftft  ir  juft  a  ft^  (as  it  were)  given  the  devil's 

htttit,  whO>  ^  abeide  not  in  the  truth"  of  God  himfelf,  and  can^ 

dot  endtft:e  fo  fee  any  poor  finnitrs  abiding  in  h.    The  fanie  I* 

Aay  (aywith  rcfpeft  unto  every  renewed  a£l  of  faith  on 

Chrift,  upon  the  -footing  of  the  promife  of  a  God  of  truth; 

hence  we^  are  toki ,  that  it  is  h^  faith  as  %fhleld  that  we  *^  quench 

Ac  fltfry  dftrl«  of  Satan-** 

6.  Times  of  efponfalSi  ncarnefs  betwixt  Go<)  and  a  (bnl^  ate 

times  of  deftroying  the  works  of  the  devil.     It  was  the  great 

jtet  of  hell,  as  you  heard;  to  feparate  between  God  and  man ; 

and  how  doth  it  gall  that  enemy  to  the  heart,  when  he  feet 

himfelf  defeared,  and  tlie  poor  foul,  that  was  through  hi» 

ttcans  put  far  fffitom  God,  brought  fo  nigb  unto  him,  that  he 

16  jttft  taken  up,  and  taken  in  to  the  ^*  chariot  of  the  wood  of 

Lebanon,*'  and  made  to  *'  (it  down  under  his  ftadow  with 

great  delight,*  having  the  banner  of  love  difplayed  over  it  ? 

oirsi  every  new  qnani^ftation  of  the  Son  of  God  unto  the  foul 

j^ves  ff  wound  unto  Satan's  intereft  in  the  foul;  it  weakens 

Unbelief,  pride,  carnality,  hypocrify,  enmity,  and  the  other 

branches  of  the  body  of  (in  and  death. 

■  7.  When  at  any  time  an  honourable  teftimony  is  given  to  the 

Lord^  to  the  doftrine,  difciplinc,  worihip,  and  governmenc  of 

his  church,  in  a  day  of  unc^ommon  defe£tion  and  backiliding. 

It  is  the  great  work  of  the  devil  to  fow  the  tares  of  error,  and 

corruption,  and  tyranny,    and   difcord,   and   divi(ion,   in   a 

church  5  and  when  thefc  evils  are  **  coming  in  like  a  flood," 

the  Lord    fpirits  any  of  his  faints  or  fervants  to  lift  up  the 

banner,  and  to  teftify  againft  thefe  works  of  the  devil,  and  to 

difmiantle  them  of  their  fair  colours  under  which  they  are 

carried 
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carried  on  \  this,  i  fay,  torments  the  devil,  and  thofe  tliat 
live  under  bis -government,  as  you  read.  Rev.,  xi.  And-Chriffa 
king:donn  and  intereii  in  all  afcea  of  the  wotM,  particularly  ia 
this  church,  has  been  maintained  by  a  faithful  witneffing  fpf 
the  Lord  and  his  way,  inoppofition  to  errors  and  conruptioosy 

8.  When  a  believrr  dieSj  and  goes  away  to  glory,  under  ^^, 
guard  pf  angels,  along  that  Ian:  or' road  tha,t.Chri(t:  opened 
when  he.  afcended,  to  take  poiTeflion  of  thefc  vacant  thropeg 
that  the  devil  deferttrd,  when  he  <*  left  his  fitft  habitation;,** 
what  a  vexation  is  s  it  unta  that  proud  (pirit, .  to  f^e  the  poor^ 
believer,  whom  he  toflcd  and  tempted  many  s^  ((ay  in  thin 
lower. wotixi,  going  up  in  a  triun^phant manner  tg  fo  down  on 
the  throne  he  himfelf  once  fat  upon  ?  &c^    t;.  ,o  : 

The  fourth  thing  hire  wat,  to  .give  the  r^.Jifops  why  Chrift 
the  *on  of  God.is manifcftedto  deftroy the  WOrkb pf  th(i dcvU* 
Unto  this  I  anfwer  in  thrfe  particulars. 

I  •  Chrift  encounters  this  cnemy>.and  deftroys  tiis  works,  be* 
caufe  it  was  his  Father's  will  and  plcafure  \  and  he  dyi  always 
thefe  things  that  pleafed  his  Father,  rejoicing  always  before 
him.  **  1  dt^ltght  to  do  thy  will,'0  my  .Cod  ;  yea,  thy  {aw  is 
within  my  heart.  I  lay  down  my.  life  of  myfelt ;  this  com- 
mandment have  1  received  of  my  F^ther.^  The  devil  by  his 
works  had  affronted  and  difhonoured  the  God  and  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  Chrift  rejoiced  to  i^efent  his  {''atb^r'n 
quarrel  upon  this  enemy. 

2.  Chrift  deftroys  the  works  of  the  devil,  bec^ufe  it  was 
for  his  own  hopour  to  engage  in  this  expedition.  There  is  a 
new  revenue  of  glory  accrues  to  the  crown  of  Chrift,  as  Medi* 
ator,  by  this  undertaking.  All  the  ranfomed  in  glory,  through, 
eternity,  will  be  celebrating  the  glory  of  his  atchievem^nts^i 
whereby  **  through  death  he  deftroyed  him  that  had  the  power 
of  death,  that  is,  the  devil."  Hence  the  ranfomed.  Rev.  v.  9. 
cry,  *^  Worthy  art  thou  to  take  the  ^ook,  and  to  loofe  the  fe^ 
ven  feals  thereof ;  for  thou  waft  flaip,  and  haft  redeemed  U^  V^ 
God  by  thy  blood/' 

3.  Chrift  deftroys  the  works  of  the  devil,  out  of  the  ancienf 
and  wonderful  iove  that  he  did  bear  to  man  upon  earth,  parti- 
cularly to  that  remnant  of  Adam's  family  which  were  given  hin^ 
by  the  Father  from  all  eternity,  it  was  the  iove  of  the  Father 
that  fent  him,  and  it  was  the  love  of  the  Son  that  made  him 
come  to  deliver  us  out  of  the  paw  of  the  roaring  lion,  when  we 
were  ready  to  be  devoured  of  him.  *'  He  loved  me  (fays  Paul)^ 
and  gave  himfelf  for  me."  And  O  the  love  of  Chrift  in  this 
matter,  it  paftes  all  undeiftanding. 

4*  Out  of  regard  10  his  own  law^  which  the  dsvil  by  hi^ 

work% 
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works  had  difhotioured.  The  devil  made  it  his  buGnefs  to 
abrogate  and  abolifh  the  law  of  God  from  among  the  children 
of  men,  that  it  mi^ht  not  be  the  rule  of  their  anions ;  and 
fuch  is  the  devil's  fpite  and  malice  againft  Heaven,  that,  if  it 
were  poffible,  he  would  not  leave  the  leaft  print  of  it  in  the 
world :  but  now,  Chriit  had  fuch  a  regard  for  the  honoiir  of 
the  law,  that  he  would  magnify  it,  and  make  it  honourable," 
both  as  a  covenant  and  as  a  rule  ;  *^  I  came  not  to  deltroy  the 
law,  but  to  fulfil  it.** 

5.  Chrift  deftroys  the  Works  of  the  devil,  that  he  may  "  ftill 
this  enemy  and  avenger.*'     When  the  devil  had  fo  far  prevail- 
ed, as  to  deface  the  image  of  God  upon  man,  to  bring  him 
under  the  curfe,  and  to  draw  him  into  a  confederacy  againfl: 
God  with  bimfelf,  he  thought  that  he  had  carried  the  day,  and 
that  now  man,  and  all  this  lower  world,  was  his  own  ;  and  he 
vas  no  doubt  faying,  like  proud  Pharaoh,  **  Now  will  I  divide 
the  fpoil ;"  I  will  tear,  and  devour,  and  rage  as  I  have  a  mind. 
Sut  how  is  this  enemy  (liiled,  filenced,  and  confounded,  when 
he  fees  all  his  game  fpoiled,  and  his  kingdom  ruined,  his  head 
Wifed,  b*y  the  child  born,  and  tht/on  given  to  us,  whofe  name 
is "  Wonderful,  Counfellor,  The  mighty  God,  The  everlafting 
Father,  The  Prince  of  peace  ? 

6.  He  deftroys  the  works  of  the  devil,  for  the  illuftration 
and  manifeftation  of  all  the  divine  perfe£tions.  The  wifdonx 
of  God  is  manifefted  in  outwitting  all  the  policy  of  hell,  and 
^^  taking  the  wife  in  their  own  craftinefs,  and  turning  his 
coanfel  headlong  :"  the  power  of  God,  in  "  fpoiling  principali- 
ties and  powers,"  and  in  bringing  life  out  of  death,  and  light 
out  of  darknefs,  falvation  out  of  mifery,  and  ^^  glory  to  God  in 
the  higheft''  out  of  that  which  had  the  greateft  tendency  to 
<ii(honour  him :  the  holinefb  of  God,  in  exprefling  the  greatefl: 
hatred  and  indigpation  againft  (in,  as  the  abominable  thing 
^ich  his  foul  hates  :  his  juftice,  in  the  execution  of  the  pe* 
nalty  of  the  law  upon  the  Surety,  and  juftifying  the  ungodly 
upon  the  footing  of  a  better  righteoufnefs  than  ever  Adam  had 
before  he  fell :  the  goodnefs,  love,  and  mercy  of  God,  in  find* 
ittga  ranjim,  that  we  might  not  go  down  to  tie  pit :  his  truth 
and  faithfulnefs,  in  taking  care  that  the  threatening  of  the 
law  (hould  be  fulfilled  in  the  fufferings  of  Chrift,  and  in  ful- 
filling that  ancient  promife  of  the  feed  of  the  woman  his 
bruifing  the  ferpent's  head,  after  the  delay  of  four  thoufand 
years  ;  the  accompUihment  of  which  is  a  glorious  fecurity 
for  his  accomplilhing  every  other  promife  of  the  word. 
Thus  you  fee  why  the  iSon  of  God  deftroys  the  works  of  the 
devil. 
Vol  Ih  F  f  V-  The 
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.V.  The  laft  thing  in  the  method  was  the  ufe  of  ttc  do£hiiief 
which  I  (liall  difpatch  in  the  folibwin^  inferenceSr 

1.  See  hence  a  glorious  ray  of  the  GoeHiead  or  ibpreflticiii* 
dependent  Deity  of  the  glorious  Redeemer.  \7  by^  fat  is.  here 
e^tprefsly  called  the  Son  of  God^  the  fecond  perfoR  of  the  glo* 
riousTrinity»  one  God  with  the  Father  :  and  the  work  here  if* 
cribed  to  him  declares  him  to  be  none  other  than  the  tmghty^ 
yea,  the  almighty  God;  for  who  eife  could  deftroy  the  works  of 
the  devil?  He  is  *'  God  manifcfled  in  the  fleib, the  gtfeat  God, 
God  blefled  forever,  and  Gk>d  over  all:"  his  nan^e  is  Jehovah, 
•^  mod  high  over  all  the  earth." 

2.  See  hence  how  the  kindnefe  and  love  of  God  hath  ap- 
peared toward  man  upon  earth.  Why,  here  is  the  greateft  evi- 
dence of  it  that  was  pofiible  for  God  to  give  ;  he  fends  his  own 
Son  upon  an  expedition  into  this  lower  WGrld^arms  him  with  his 
power  and  authority,  as  the  Captain  of  falvation  and  Redeemer," 
to  avenge  his  own  and  our  quarrel  (which,  in  his  infinite  wis- 
dom, he  knits  together)  upon  that  Abaddon  and  Apollyon  .the 
devil,  the  deceiver  and  deftroyer  of  mankind  :  when  he  gave  ■ 
him- his  commiffion,  hepromifed  to  fupport  him,  that  his  aim  . 
ihould  be  with  him,  &c.  in  order  to  bruife  the  head  of  that= 
e  nmy,  &c. 

3.  See  hence  the  evil  of  fin,  and  the  folly  of  thofe  that  are  inj 
love  with  it,  and  give  themfelvcs  up  to  its  power  and  ierrice.^ 
Why,  it  is  juft  the  work  of  the  devil,  his  main  work,  and  thcs 
ftrength  of  his  kingdom.  What  a  pitiful  thing  is  it  to  be  the- 
devil's  drudge,  to  do  the  devil's  work,  to  lick  up  his  vormit^^ 
and  the  poifon  of  the  old  ferpent  ?  &c. 

4.  See  hence  a  good  reafon  why  the  believer  is  at  war  with^ 
fin  in  himfelf,  and  where-cver  he  finds  it.  Why,  he  takes  its 
up  as  the  work  ^  the  devil  that  Chrift  came  to  deftroy  ^  and- 
therefore  he  denounces  war  againft  it,  where-ever  he  finds  it.  - 
He  has  lifted  himfelf  a  volunteer  under  Chrift  in  a  day  of^ 
power,  to  help  down  with  the  works  of  the  devil  all  that 
he  can  ;  and  therefore  he  refifts  the  devil  and  his  temptations 
unto  fin,  and  "  refifts  even  unto  blood,  ftriving  againft  fin." 

.  5.  See  hence  what  is  ^he  ground  of  that  flrong  oppofition 
tliat  is  made  at  this  day  againft  the  fettlement  of  honeft  mini- 
fters  through  Scotland.  Why,  the  devil,  and  thofe  that 
take  part  with  him,  are  afraid  that,  if  afaithful  miniftry  were 
fettled  in  congregations,  Chrift  the  Son  of  God  would  be  ma- 
jiifefted  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  gofpcl,  and  his  works  in 
the  hearts  of  finners  would  be  deftroyed.  What  a  melancholy 
thing  is  it  to  fee  the  intercft  and  infitfence  that  the  devil  has 
at  this  day,  even  in  the  judicatories  of  the  church,  to  employ 
that  power,,  which  they  have  derived  from  Chrift^  againft  his, 

and 
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and  for  the  deviPs  intcreft  !  The  devil  knows  well  enough, 
that  that  man  that  is  thruft  in  upon  a  people  without  and 
-againft  tfieir  will,  is  never  like  to  do  his  kingdom  harm ;  and 
therefore  he  puihes  on  men  under  his  influence,  to  carry  on  • 
the  fettlements  of  congregations  with  a  high  hand,  with  lax, 
littk-worth  young  men,  that  hare  little  or  no  knowledge  of 
the  devices  of  the  devil,  or  of  the  work  of  grace  upon  their 
ibuls.  If  the  devil  fee  a  man  whom  God  has  qualifitd  with 
l^ifts  and  grace  for  preaching  the  gofpcl,  for  edifying  fouls,  or 
pulling  down  the  devil's  kingdom,  he  will  fet  all  his  forces 
sgainft  that  man,  and  reproach  him  as  a  turbulent  dangerous 
snan,  that  would  turn  the  world  updde-down. 

6.  See  hence  whence  it  is  that  the  teitimony  of  the  wit- 
^lefles,  Rev.  xi.  is  faid  to  **  torment  them  that  dwell  upon  the 
«arth.*'  By  "  men  that  dwell  upon  the  earth,"  is  juft  meant 
jmen  of  earthly  fenfual  fpirits,  the  **  men  of  the  world,  whofe 
^portion  is  in  this  life  -,"  they  arc  funk  in  this  earth,  and  have 
zio  juft  notion  of  the  things  of  heaven,  or  the  things  of  the 
Icingdom  of  Chrift  ;  men  under  the  power  of  the  god  of  this 
'^•rorid.  Why,  a  teftimony  for  Chrift,  and  his  injured  caufc, 
<2annot  mifs  to  torment  them,  becaufe  it  difturbs  the  ftrong 
vnan  in  the  peaceable  poffeffion  of  the  houfc,  it  difcovcrs  the 
'Xways  and  works  of  the  devil  that  men  are  promoting  j  and 
^his  cannot  mifs  to  gall,  and  vex,  and  torment  them :  and 
therefore  all  care  muft  be  taken  by  thofe  who  are  on  the  dc- 
'^il's  fide,  to  bury  the  witncflTes  and  their  teftimony  alfo. 

7.  Sec  hence  why  hell  and  earth  took  the  alarm  when  Chrift 
Appeared  in  the  world ;  or  we  may  fee  an  anfwer  to  that  que- 
"ftion,  Pfal.  ii.  Whf  do  the  heathen  rage  ?  &c.  Whv,  it  is  againft 
^hc  Lord's  Mefliah,  who  came  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  deviL 
"Sou  know,  if  a  foreign  enemy  enter  a  kingdom,  the  king  and 
'^1  his  fubjeds  will  take  arms  to  oppofe  him  :  Chrift  was  a 
foreigner,  he  came  to  invade  the  devil's  kingdom,  and  fet  up 

"  \A&  own. 

8.  See  hence  why  the  devils  cried  out  when  Chrift  was  upon 
earth,  "  Art  thou  come  to  torment  us  before  our  time  ?"  and 
why  the  devils  believe  ond  tremble.  Why,  they  know  that 
Chrift  is  to  deftroy  all  their  works,  and  this  torments  them. 
The  name  of  the  Son  of  God  is  the  terror  of  hell,  becaufe  he 
''  6ni(hes  tranfgreifion,  and  makes  an  end  of  fin,"  whereby  his 
kingdom  falls  in  the  world. 

p.  Sec  the  myftery  of  the  converfion  of  the  thief  upon  the 
crofs.  Why,  Chrift  would  (how  his  power  and  ability  to  de- 
(Iroy  the  works  of  the  devil  in  a  poor  foul,  and  to  pull  a  captive 
out  of  his  hand,  even  when  he  feemed  to  be  at  the  lowelt,  or 
wh<n  he  was  really  in  the  loweft  ftcp  qf  his  humiliation. 

19.  See 
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10.  See  hence,  that  we  in  this  land  and  generation,  cdnp^l 
wifs  a  (harp  ftroke  from  the  Lord.  Why,  the  work^s  of  the 
devil  are  prevailing  in  our  day ;  error,  ignorance,  unbelirf^ 
pride,  fulnefs  of  bread,  idlenefs,  Atheifm,  fecurity,  curfing, 
fwearing,  Sabbath-breaking,  contempt  of  the  gofpel,  barren^ 
nefs  under  the  me^ns  of  grace ;  yea,  we  are  come  that  lengtU, 
that  even  in  the  cftablifhed  church,  and  in  the  courts  of  Chrift 
that  are  conilitute  in  his  name,  iniquity  is  eflablijbed  by  a  law, 
whereby  the  avowed  enemies  of  the  intereft  of  Chrift  have  their 
Land  and  power  fet  up,  and  the  poor  members  of  Chrift  oppreff- 
<ed  and  caft  out,  as  though  they  were  the  drofs  and  off^fcourings 
of  the  earth.  Sirs,  there  feems  to  be  a  formed  defign  and  con- 
fpiracy  among  the  prophets  in  our  day,  to  crufti  and  fupprefs 
all  that  have  the  leaft  ihew  of  ferious  religion  and  godlinefs. 
Now,  I  fay,  when  the  works  of  the  devil  fo  much  prevail^  and 
men  are  (as  it  were)  avowing  the  devil's  works,  and  defending 
them,  have  we  not  reafon  to  think  that  the  Lord  will  vifil/or 
ihefe  things,  and  that  he  will  fome  way  or  other  be  **  avenged 
on  fuch  a  nation  as  this  ?"  When  (inners  will  maintain  and 
fupport  the  works  of  the  devil  among  them,  in  oppofition  to 
the  manifeftation  of  the  Son  of  God  in  the  gofpel ;  when 
they  turn  a  deaft^x^  znd  pull  aivay  tbejboulder,  and  refufe  obe- 
dience unto  his  laws ;  then  commonly  he  aianifefteth  him* 
felf  in  a  way  of  fome  awful  providence,  he  puts  on  his  terrible 
inajefty,  and  clothes  himfelf  with  vengeance,  to  deftroy  thefe 
rebels,  Matth.  xxii.  Matth.  xxiii.  at  the  clofe,  their  hbufe  nvas 
left  unto  ihtm' defplate^  and  they  and  their  temple,  city,  and  na- 
tion, utterly  dcftroyed,  becaufc  they  would  not  receive  the 
Son  of  God,  manifefted  fir  ft  in  the  fleCh,  and  then  in  the  mi- 
iiiftry  of  his  apoftles. 

1 1.  See  one  great  reafon  why  believers  breathe  fo  much  af- 
ter manifeftations  of  the  Lord  :  "  O  that  1  knew  where  I 
might  find  him  !  O  to  fee  thy  power,  and  glory,  as  1  have  feen 
thee  in  the  fanftuary  !  O  whtn  wilt  thou  come  unto  me?*' 
Why,  here  is  one  great  reafon  for  it,  becaufe  by  the  mani- 
feftation of  Chrilt,  the  works  of  the  devil  in  their  fouls  are  de- 
ilroyed.  Sin,  ignorance,  unbelief,  pride,  enmity,  and  the 
other  parts  of  a  body  of  fin,  they  get  a  wound  by  Chrift's 
appearing  and  manifefting  himfelf ;  all  thefe  loculls  of  hell 
are  either  killed,  or  obliged,  like  wild  beafts,  to  creep  into 
their  holes,  and  difappcar,  when  the  Sun  of  righteoufnei^ 
begins  to  fhine.  And  to  this  I  may  join  another  inference, 
namely,  It  lets  us  fee  why  believers  do  weary  fo  much  in 
the  Lord's  abfence,  and  cry  for  his  prefence.  Why,  while 
lie  is  abfcnt,  the  •'  enemy  comes  in  like  a  flood,"  the  works  of 
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tlie  devil  get  up  their  head,  and  this  is  the  burden  of  the  poor 
fouL 

12*  From  this  do£lrine  we  may  fee  how  much  it  is  our  com* 
mon  to  keep  up  the  memorials  of  a  Redeemer's  death,  and  whf 
the  truly  godly  love  to  flock  to  a  facrament.  Why,  by  the* 
death  of  .Chrift  efpecially,  a  dead  ftroke  was  given  unto  the 
kingdom  of  S^tan  and  his  works,  and  therefore  they  love  to  ihew 
forth  his  death  till  he  come  again;  and  becaufe  in  this  ordinance 
the  Lord  frequently  manifefts  himfelf  unto  the  fouls  of  his 
people,  fo  as  he  doth  not  manifed  himfelf  unto  the  world.  By 
viewing  him,  and  his  death  and  blood  in  that  ordinance,  they 
get  frefli  courage  to  fight  their  way  through  the  wildernefs; 
knowing  that  *<  through  death  Chrill  has  deftroyed  him  that 
had  the  power  of  death." 

Ufc  fecond  may  be  of  Trials  whether  the  Son  of  God  wag 
ever  favingly  mftnifefted  to  thy  foul.  Sirs,  here  is  a  touch- 
ftone  to  try  your  manifeftations,  whether  they  be  genuine  : 
why,  whenever  Chrift  is  nianifcfted  in  a  faving  way,  the  ten- 
dency of  it  is  to  deftroy  the  devil's  works  \  iox^for  this  purpofe 
the  Son  of  God  was  tnanifeftedy  that  he  might  deftrcy  the  works  of 
the  devil*  Hence  is  that  inteiline  war  that  the  believer  finds 
in  his  bread  after  he  comes  once  to  know  the  Lord.  "  What 
wilt  thou  fee  in  the  Shulamite  ?  as  it  were  the  company  of 
two  armies.  The  fleih  luiteth  againflr  the  Spirit,  and  the  Spi- 
rit againd  the  fiefh-'^  O  many  a  heavy  groan  goes  up  to 
heaven  from  the  heart  of  the  believer,  when  he  finds  the 
works  of  the  devil  prevailing  in  his  foul  ?  •^  O  wretched 
man  that  I  am,  who  will  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  (in  and 
death !" 

I.  If  ever  the  Son  of  God  was  manifejied  in  thy  foul,  if 
ever  the  **  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  Qod^^  in  the 
^  face  of  Jefus  Chrid,  (hined  into  thy  heart,"  thou  wilt  be 
ay  clear  for  pulling  down  the  works  of  the  devil,  and  for 
building  up  the  works  of  the  Son  of  God.  Here  1  might 
tell  you  of  fevcral  works  of  the  devil  that  you  will  ftudy  to 

full  down,  and  fome  works  of  Chrifl;  that  ye  will  ftudy  to 
uild  up. 
ly?.  You  will  pull  down  felf-righteoufnefs,  and  put  on  the 
rigbteoufnefs  of  Chrid.  Self-righteoufnefs  is  one  of  the  main 
works  of  the  devil.  Indeed  it  is  hard  to  convince  a  man  that 
is  obeying  the  law  as  well  as  he  can  for  his  life  and  acceptance 
before  God,  that  he  is  working  the  devil's  work :  no,  you  will 
fooner  faden  a  convi<Slioii  upon  publicans  and  harlots  than 
upon  him,  becaufe  he  thinks  he  has  the  law  of  God  on  his 
(jde  ;  and  then,  when  he  is  obeying  the  law,  he  thinks  he  is 
floing  God  a  fcrvice,  and  working  the  works  of  God.     But, 

Sirs, 
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Sir«9  allow  fne  to  tell  you»  that,  if  you  be  obeying  the  law  fof 
life,  righteoufnefs,  juftification,  or  acceptance  before  God, 
you  are  ivorking  the  devil's  work;  for  you  are  making  a 
Cf^rift  of  your  obedience,  ye  are  juftling  Chrift  out  of  fats- 
*room,  who  was  ^'  made  fin  for  us,  ^ac  we  might  be  made  the 
righteoufnefs  of  G^d  in  him.''  And  as  long  as  a  man  is  do^ 
ing  fo,  he  is  affronting  the  Son  of  God  in  his  prieftly  office,  rc- 
jeding  the  righteoufnefs  and  fatisfadion  of  Chrift,  and  put- 
ting his  own  filthy  rags  in  the  room  thereof,  as  the  Jews  did, 
Rom.  X.  3.  "  They  went  about  to  eftablifli  their  own  righte- 
oufnefs, and  would  not  fubmit  unto  the  righteoufnefs  of 
Chrift."  That  man  or  woman,  in  whom  Chrift  has  been  fa- 
vingly  manifefted,  cafts  away  his  or  her  own  righteoufnefs  as 
Jilthy  rags^^  and  cries,  •'  Surely  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteouf- 
nefs; in  him  will  I  be  juftified,  and  in  him  alone  will  1  glory:" 
or  with  Paul,  Phil  iii.  8.  9.  "  Yea,  doubtlefs,  I  count  all  things 
but  lofs  and  dung,  that  I  may  win  Chrift,  and  be  found  in  him, 
not  having  mine  own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but 
that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,.  the  righteoufnefs 
which  is  of  God  by  with." 

xdly^  You  will  be  much  employed  in  pulling  down  the 
irUBge  of  the  firft  Adam,  and  in  fetting  up  the  image  of  the 
fccond  Adam  in  your  fouls.  By  nature  we  bear  the  image  of 
the  firft  Adam,  which  lies  in  the  darknefs  of  the  mind,  rebel- 
lion of  the  will,  and  carnality  of  the  afFcftions.  Now,  if  ever 
the  Son  of  God  was  favingly  manifefted  in  thy  foul,  it  will  be 
thy  great  care  and  exercile  to  have  this  deftroyed.  And,  in- 
deed, here  is  the  main  excrcife  of  the  Chriftian  :  he  groans 
under  remaining  darknefs  of  mind,  and  is  ay  ftriving  to  have 
more  of  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  his  mind  and. will ;  he 
breathes  after  the  **  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift,"  and 
is  ay  "  following  on  to  know  the  Lord,"  &c.  he  groans  Under 
the  rebelljon  that  is  in  hiswill,andremainingenmity,and  ftrives 
to  have  his 'will  in  every  thing  brought  up  to  the  will  of  God, 
both  of  precept,  providence,  and  grace:  he  groans  under  the  car- 
nality of  his  affedions,  and  is  ay  ftriving  to  have  them  brought 
off  from  the  vanities  of  this  world,  and  "  fct  upon  things  above, 
where  Chrift  is  at  the  right  hand  of  God."  Thus  the  man  is 
-never  at  reft  while  he  finds  any  thing  of  the  hue  of  hell  about 
him ;  his  conftant  care  and  concern  is,  to  be  *^  changed  from 
glory  to  glory." 

3^/;?,  You  w;ll  be  clear  for  pulling  down  the  wifdom  of  the 
flcfli,  and  for  fetting  up  the  wifdom  of  God  above  it.  I  ic- 
member.  Gal.  i.  16.  the  apoftlc  Paul  tells  us,  that  "  fo  foon 
as  it  pleafcd  God  to  reveal  his  Son  in  him,  he  confulted  not 
with  flelh  and  blood  i^  u  e.  he  would  no  more  make  carnal 

wifdom 
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wiCdom  Mkl  polic)r  the  rule  and  meafure  of  his  a£lions»  but  ht, 
ftttdied  **  in  fimplicity  and  godly  fincerity,  and  not  in  fleifaly 
mrifdonit  to  have  his  converfation  in  the  world."    Sirs,  car- 
nal wifdem  and"  poHcy  is  the  Tery  thing  that  is  mining  the 
church  of  Scotland  at  this  day.    What  but  carnal  wifdom  anj 
poK€y  has  brought  us  to.  make  a^s  and  laws  in  the  church  of 
Chnft  that  are  quite  ruining  and  deftf  u£livc  of  the  true  church 
of  Chrift,  and  which  have  no  manner  of  foundation  in  the 
•word  of  God  ?  I  mean  particularly  the  late  aft  of  aiTembly, 
ivhereby  the  ^^  precious  fons  of  Zion,  comparable  unto  fine 
gold,"  are  caft  out  from  the  privilege  of  elefting  minifters ; 
and  the  *^  men  of  this  world,  whofe  portion  is  in  this  life,  and 
have  their  belly  filled  with  the  hid  treafures''  thereof,  are  moftly 
taken  into  their  room.     The  precious  pearls  of  Chriftian  pri- 
vileges are  by  a£ls  of  aflembly  caft  before  the  fwine  of  this 
"World,  who  will  turn  about,  and  perfecute  and  rent  the  church 
^whenever  an  opportunity  is  put  into  their  hand  in  providence. 
This,  I  am  very  fure,  is  one  of  the  devil's  works  eftabliihed  in 
the  church  of  Scotland  ;  and,  if  ever  the  Son  of  God  was  fa- 
vingly  manifefted  in  thy  fdut,  it  wiH  be  a  grief  of  heart  to  you 
to  hear  it  told  in  Gath  and  Afhkclon,  and  that  the  daughters  of 
the  unclrcumcifed  are  triumphing  to  hear  tell  of  it ;  1  fay,  it  will 
be  matter  of  forrow  and  mourning  to  you. 

2.  If  ever  the  Son  of  God  was  manifefted  favingly  unto  thy 
W,  thc^  union  of  the  two  natures  in  the  perfon  of  Chrift  will 
be  the  wonder  of  thy  foul.  Hence  Paul,  "Without  controverfy, 
great  is  the  myftcry  of  godlinefs,  God  manifefted  in  the  fleih." 
And  it  will  be  matter  of  praife  when  you  think,  that  God,  in 
the  perf<m  of  the  Son^  is  wearing  the  nature  of  man,  and  that 
in  thy  nature  he  has  done  every  thing  necefiary  for  our  re- 
demption. 

3.  It  will  be  your  great  defign,  in  attending  ordinances,  to 
have  new  manifeftations  of  his  glory,  as  David,  Pfal.  xxvii.  4. 
Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  Pfal.  l»ii.  &c. 

4.  You  will  be  concerned  to  manifeft  his  glory  to  others, 
according  to  your  fphere  and  ftation  ;  as  the  fpoufe  to  the 
daughters  of  Jerufalem  ;  and  as  Paul,  his  great  intention 
Was,  to  ^'  make  known  the  favour  of  his  name  in  the  world," 
&c. 

The  hjl  inference  is  this.  Is -it  fo,  that  the  Son  of  God  was 
manifefted  ?  Sec  hence  noble  encouragement  to  all  honeft 
minifters  and  Chriftians  to  make  a  ftandagainftthedefetSions 
of  the  day  we  live  in ;  particularly  againft  thefe  violent  ways 
that  are  taken  to  fettle  Chriftian  congregations  with  a  fct  of 
lax,  littlc»worth  minifters  ;  and  that  aft  of  aflembly,  whereby 
the  rights  of  the  Lord's  people  are  violently  wrctfted  from 

them. 
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them,  and  given  into  the  haiids  of  men  difaffe^led  to  the  go^ 
vcrnment  both  of  church  and  (late.  Whjr,  this  method  is 
a  plain  work  of  the  devil,,  to  defeat  the  great  defigns  of  the 
gcnpel;  and  therefore  we  may  run  all  hazards  in  oppofing  them. 
Though  men  may  difcountenance  and  caft  us  out)  yet  the  Son 
of  God  will  own  us  in  oppofition  to  them  ;  ioXy  for  this  purpofe 
nvai  the  Son  of  God  manifejiedy  that  be  might  deftroy  the^workt  of 
the  deviU 


COURAGEOUS    FAITH. 

A    S  E  R  M  ON, 

PREACHED  AFTER. THE  CELEBRATION  OF  THE  SACRAMENT  OP 
THE  lord's  supper  AT  SOUTH  QDEENSFERRT,  ON  MONDAY, 

AUGUST  13.  I733« 

PsAL.  xxiii  4.— 2*^a,  though  I  nvalk  through  the  valley  ofthefba* 
dow  of  death  y  I  will  fear  no  evil :  for  thou  art  with  me^  thy  rod 
and  thy  fieff  they  comfort  me. 


THE  words  which  I  have  read  are  large  and  copious  ;  and 
therefoic  tot  gain  time,  I  (hall  entirely  wave  any  pre- 
amble, drawn  either  from  the  conne£^ion,  or  from  the  penman, 
occafion,  or  principal  part^of  the  pfalm,  and  come  clofe  to  the 
words  themfelVes. 

In  general,  we  may  take  them  up  as  the  language  of  a  vic- 
torious and  triumphant  faith,  viewing  the  countenance  of  a  re- 
conciled God  in  Chriil,  trampling  upon  all  the  imaginary 
evils  of  a  prefent  world,  yea,  death  itfelf,  as  things  "  not 
worthy  to  be  compared  with  the  glory  to  be  revealed."  Tea^ 
though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  fljadow  of  death ^  I  «/•*// 
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fidr  no  evil^  &c.  Where  wc  may  notice  the  particulars  fol- 
lowing. 

I*  The  prefent  condition  of  the  believer  while  in  this  world  ; 
he  18  confidcTf  d  under  the  nodon  of  a  travel  ler,  for  he  is  walk* 
ing  toward',  hi^  journey's  end.  2.  We  have  the  fuppoftd  dan- 
ger that  may  cad  up  in  his  way  or  walk ;  he  may  come  to 
the  valley  of  the  Jbadow  of  death  s  that  is,  he  may  meet  with 
trotiblc9  in  his'way,  th^t  c^rry  the  (liew  or  appearance  of  the 
greateft  dangers,  yea,  even  of  death  in  them.  3.  We  have  the 
couragtf  wherewith  faith  .ia(pires  the  believer,  upon  this  fup- 
pofed  event  of  b^ing  obliged  to  walk  through  tlie  valley  of  the 
Ihadowof  death  ;  Iwillfearm  evilf  fays  faith.  4.  We  have  the 
ground,  of  this  courage  and  confidence,  which  is  ezprefTed  two 
waysf  ( I.)  More  generally,  Thou  art  with  me.  (2.)  More  par- 
ticulaf ly,  Thy  rod  and  thy  ftaff  they  comfort  nu.  And  thus  we 
have  the  words  refolved  into  iheirfeveral  parts.  I  (hall  not  (lay 
at  prefent  upon  any  critical  explication  s  what  is  needful  will 
occur. 

From  them  I  notice  the  following  dodirines. 

Obsbrvp,  I.  '^  That  believers  are  not  refidenters  in  this 
world,  but  travelling  through  it  to  their  own  home."  Hence 
Dayid  herefpeaka  of  his  prefent  condition  under  the  notion  of 
a  traveller  walking  through  a  valley. 

(tes.  2*  *^  That  believers  in  their  journey  muft  lay  their  ac- 
count with  melancholy,  yea,  death-like  difpenfations,  trials  that 
Pprtc;^;4<fSKth  and  ruin."  Hence  David  fuppofes  that  be  may 
Walk  tbwugh  the  valley  of  the  ftiadow  of  death. 

Ofls.  3.  **  That  true  faith  infpires  the  foul  with  an  un- 
daunted courage  to  encounter  all  imaginable  dangers  in  the 
wajr."  Sec  with  >frhat  a  heroic  fpirit  David  here  exprcfies 
himfelf,  under  the  influence  of  the  Spirit  of  faith,  /  ivillfear 
no  evil*         . . 

Obs.  4.  *'  That  which  gives  fo  much  courage  to  the  believer 
18,  that  by  faith  he  takes  up  a  reconciled  God  as  prefent  with 
him  in  the  midft  of  his  greateft  troubles.*'    /  will  fear  no  evil^ 
for  thou  art  with  me. 

Ofis.  5*  **  The  confideration  of  God*s  paftoral  care  and  provi- 
dence toward  his  people  is  very  comfortable  in  the  midft  qf 
trouble*"  For  in  this  fenfe  fome  underftand  the  words,  being> 
they  thiftkj  an  allufion  unto  a  (hepherd,  who  with  his  rod  and 
ftafFprote<iis  and  defends  his  flock  againft  wolves  and  fuch  ra- 
venous beafts. 

Obs.  6.  **  The  faithfulnefs  of  a  promifing  God  is  a  comfort- 
able rod  or  ftaff  in  the  hand  of  faith,  to  bear  up  the  believer 
in  his  travels  through  the  wildernefs."     In  this  fenfe  others 
Vol.  II.  .       G  g  tahe 
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take  the  words^;  for  by  the  rod  ^rid  jftjj^  they  underftaikF  tfce 
divine  promifc,  and  the  faithfuln^fs  of  the  Promifer,  to  wMdi 
fauth  leans  wi^h  confidencci  in.oppoDtion  te  zM  ftaggcriags 
through  unbelief,  Th!?s,  you  fee/  the, words  caft  lip  ahrgt^ 
£e!d  of  xnat^erji  whi^h  it  b  not  pp^h  for  mt  te^bvH^take  a6 
grefcnt.  '  ..<»*. 

The  ctoarine  I  infifl:  upon  at  .prefcnft*  is  the  thJfd  in  orctor^ 

viz. 

Dqct.  **  That  true  faith  is  a  couragemiB  grace ;  it  in^hsts  the. 
foul  ^itli  9  holy  and  undaunted  boidnefs  amldJTt  the  g? eatefii 
of  dajigers.**  Or,  you  may  take  tt  thus :  **  That  ifut  failt 
is  a  npbk  antidote  againft  intimidating  ffeaw  iri  'a  time  of 
trouble^*^  This  you  fee  plain  in  the  words*  DavMf  Her^,  bein^ 
ipder  the  tpflucnce  of  the  fpirit  of  faith,  eri«»  ©uC.  w4th  % 
holy  fortitude  of  fpirit,  Tea  though  innfalk  tirougt^the  ntoHey 
rfthe  /badow  ofieath^  I' will  fear  m  fvi/,  &c. 

The  method  f  propo tc  IS,  «" ^    '—- 

I.  To  notice  fbme  of  thefe  evils;  that  are  ready  to  intimidate 
the  fpirita  of  the  Lord's  p^oj^lfe,  when  they  look  on  them^itb 
the  eyeof  fenfeandreafon.  '  •'^^^  -•  '• 

Ir.  Give  fome  account  of  faith,  arid  prove  tlwMt  iifinl^^rei  th# 
foul  with  courage  and  bo]d*iefe  amidft  ali  "thefe evtls.  ••  •  •  * 
,  ^11.  Give  fome  account!  of  that;  Chrillian  fortitucfcand  bold* 
nefs  that  is  the  fruit  of  farth.  .      •' , 

IV.  Inquire  into  the  influence  of  faith  upon  d^ishboldneft 
and  fortitude  of  fpirit,  and  bow  it  prevents  intimii^fttig  flears 
amidft  thefe  evils. 

V.  Make  fome  iipprovement  of  the  whole  by  way  of  appK- 
catidx;u 

I.  The  firji  thing  in  the  method  is,  to  notice  fome  of  thefe  evih 
that  are  ready  to  intimidate  and  difcour^ge  the  hearts  of  the  Lord's 
people  in  a  time  of  danger. 

I.  then,  Sometimes  their  fpirits  arc  ready  to  be  ftricken 
with  fear  of  their  own  wcaknefs  and  infufficrcncy  for  the 
work  that  the  Lord  is  calling  them  to  engage  with,  whether  it 
be  falvaHon,  or  ftation  arid  generation  work.  Jcr.  i.  there 
the  Lord,  tells  the  prophet,  ver.  5.  <*  Before  I  formed  thee  hi 
the  belJy,  I  knew  thee  ;  and  before  thou  cameft  forth  out  of 
the  womb,  I  fanftified  thee,  and  \  ordained  thee  a  prophet  un- 
to the  nation?/*  By  this  hint,  Jeremiah  is  made  to  underftand 
that  the  Lord  was  about  to  fend  him  a  very  dangerous  errand. 
Well,  the  prophet,  through  a  fenfe  of  his  inability  in  himfelf 
to  manage  fuch  a  hard  work,  cries  out,  ver.  6.  '*  Ah,  Lord  God^ 

behold 
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4»ehoId»I^annot  fpeak,  for  I  am  a  child/'  His  heart  fails  him 
ia.fttch  ttn  iiadertakifi|f,  and  he  is  afraid  to  meddle  with  it. 
The  fame  we  iez  in  Mofes,  when  the  Lord  called  htm  to  go 
unto  Pharaoh  king  of  Egypt^  and  require  him  to  let  the  child- 
ren of  Ifrad  gd  out  of  his  dominion  :  Exbd.  iv.  lo  what  an 
impertinent  apology  makes  he  for  himfelf,  through  the  preva- 
lencf  of  unbelief  ?  "  O  my  Lord,  I  am  not  eloquent,  neither 
heteroforti  nor  fmce  thou  naft  fpoken  unto  thy  (ervant  \  but  I 
am  flow  of  fpeech,  and  of  a  flow  tongue.''  Yea,  after  the  Lord 
had  duiftifed  him  for  his  unbelief,  anH  given  him  a  fpecial  pro- 
mift  of  afliftance,  yet  he  adds,  ver.  13.  ^*  O  my  Lord,  fend,  I 
pray  thee,  by  the  hand  of  him  whom  thou  wilt  fend/*  From 
all  which  it  is  plain,  that  fenfe  and  reafon  fofter  unbelieving 
difcovratfements  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  -,  and  no  wonder,  for 
they  look  only  to  the  fund  of  created  grtice  within,  but  not  to 
the  ftreOgth  and  grace  that  is  in  Jefus  Chrift,  fecured  by  a 
welUordered  covenant. 

a»  The  fpirits  of  the  I^ord's  people  are  ready  to  be  fright- 
ened with  the  might  and  muhitudtf  of  their  enemies  they  have 
to  gra)>plc  with  in  their  way  through  the  wildernefs.  This 
world  is  a  ir/i  tflidhs^  and  tnountaim  of  leopards ^  where  the  be- 
li^dr  muft  engage  with  principalities  ^nd  powers^  &c.  He  ig 
many  times  like  a  befieged  city,  furrounded  with  dangers  from 
all  aif  the ;  and  in  this  cafe  he  is  ready  to  ery  with  Jeuofliaphat, 
a  Chroilt  xx»  I  a.  "  We  have  no  might  againii  this  great  compa- 
oy  that  coitieth  Up  ag;^inft  us :"  or,  like  the  houfe  of  David^ 
moved  like  **  the  trees  of  the  wood,"  becaufe  of  great  and 
dangerous  enemies  that  purfued  them,  i^enfe  and  reafon  looks 
otily  to  the  power  of  the  enemy,  but  overlooks  the  power  of 
God  I  and  therefore  cties.  One  day  or  other  i  (bail  fall  by  the 
band  of  my  enemies. 

3.  The  fpitits  of  believers  are  fometimeS  intimidated  with  a 
fenfe  of  guilt,  and  the  awful  terrors  of  vindi^ive  anger  and 
wrath  pilribing  them  on  the  account  of  (in.  Hence  David 
cries  out,  Pfal.  xl.  12.  **  Innumerable  evils  compafs  me 
abcMit,"  3cc.  Soi  Pfal.  iKxviii.  5.  Job  vi.  4.  '*  The  anows  of 
the  Almighty  ztt  within  me,"  &c«  Heman,  Pfal.  Ixxxviii. 
15."  White  I  fufffcr  thy  terrors,  I  am  diftraaed."  IVhen  (in 
preients  itfelf  to  the  foul's  view,  and  the  Saviour  is  out  of  fight, 
it  **  yemembers  God,  and  is  troubled ;"  and  np  wonder  though 
in  that  cafe  he  cty  out,  ^^  if  thou.  Lord,  matk  iniquity:  O 
Lord,  who  (ball  ftand." 

4*  Sometimes  they  are  (Iruck  with  fear  through  the  preva- 
lency  of  indwelling  fin,  enmity,  unbelief,  ignorance,  carnality, 
and  the  like  ;  fwarms  of  heart*lufts,  like  an  impetuous  torrent, 
break  in  upon  them  ^  in  which  cafe  they  fear  leil  they  be  car- 

ricd 
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ried  away  to  the  diOipnour  of  God|  the  ruin  of  the  fGuI>  and 
the  wounding  of  religion.  This  made  David  to  off ,  Pftil.xix^ 
12.  "  Who  can  underftand  his  errors  ?"  Pfal.  Ixy.  3.  **  Iniqui- 
ties prevail  againtt  me,*'  &c.  Paul,  Rom.  yii.  *^  I  am  led  cap- 
tive  unto  the  law  of  fin.  Wretched  man  thiat  I  am,  who  (hail 
deliver  me  from  this  body  of  fin  and  death  ?" 

5.  Sometimes  their  hearts  are  intimidate  with  the'  black 
clouds  of  defertion,  that  overcaft  their  iky,  and  interrupt  the 
fweet  manifeftations  of  the  love  of  God.  In  that  cafe,  they 
are  like  the  difciples  on  mount  Tabor ;  when,  after  a  fight  o£ 
the  glory  of  Chrift,  the  cloud  overihadowed  them,  then*  they 
were  afraid :  or  like  David,  Pfal.  xxx.  7-  **  Thou  didftliide  thy 
face,  and  I  was  troubled  5"  immediately  after  he  had  been  fay- 
ing, "  Lord,  by  thy  favour  my  niountain  (lands  ftrong,  1  ihall 
never  be  moved.** 

6.  Sometimes  their  hearts  are  intimidate  with  the  noife 
of  great  waters ^  I  mean,  the  (bakings  and  reelings  of  this 
iower  world.  Sometimes  providence  hath  fuch  an  awful  ^iftfk 
us  if  it  were  going  about  to  (hake  heaven  and  earth ;  the 
*^  mountains  are  removed,  and  caft  into  the  midft  of  theXea, 
and  the  "  waters  thereof  roar"  and  fwell;  the"  mountains 
melt,'*  and  the  "  perpetual  hills  bow*'  at  the  prefence  of  the 
Lord,  when  he  appears  in  his  terrible  majefty.  In  fuch  a  cafe' 
as  this,  the  prophet  Habakkuk,  chap.  iii.  16.  cries  out,  *'  When 
I  heard,  my  belly  trembled:  my  lips  quivered  at  the  voice':  rot- 
tennefs  entered  into  my  bones*'  And  David,  Pfal.  cxix.  iao» 
fays,  **,  My  fle(h  trembleth  for  fear  of  thee,  and  I  ^m  afraid  of 
thy  judgements.'* 

7.  Sometimes  they  are  afraid  at  the  wrath  of  man,  alid  the 
fury  of  the  perfeciitor.  Sometimes  the  Lord,  for  holy  and  wiCe 
ends,  lets  loofe  the  feed  of  the  fcrpent,  the  rage  and  fury  of 
man,  under  the  influence  of  natural  enmity  5  and,  in  this  cafe, 
they  are  ready  to  be  (Irick&n  with  a  (inful  and  flavi(h  fear,  If. 
li.  13.  "  Thou  haft  feared  every  day,  bec^ufe*  of  the  fury  of 
the  oppre(ror,  as  if  he  were  ready  to  deftroy.'* 

8.  The  dangerous  fituation  of  the  church  and  caufe  of 
Chrift  i$  fom^tiifnes  matter  of  fear  unto  the  faints  of  God. 
When  the  ark  of  God  was  in  the  open  field,.  Eli's  heart  fell  a 
trembling.  When  rneii  are  allowed  to  lift  up  their  axes  upon 
the  carved  ivork  of  the  temple,  when  the  "  boar  out  of  the 
wjood,*'  and  the  •'  wild  beaft  of  the  foreft  is  devouring**  the 
Lord's  vineyard,  and  the  "  foxes  fpoiling  the  tender  vines  ;" 
then,  and  in  that  cafe,  the  true  children  of  Zion  are  ready  to  lay 
with  the  church.  Lam.  i.  10.  *^  The  adverfary  hath  fpread  out 
l^iis  hand  upon  all  her  pleafant  things  \  for  the  Heathen  hath 
•• '  entered 
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entered- into  her  (an£liiaryy  and  her  ftones  are  poured  out  ia 
the  top  of  every  ftrect."  • 

9.  Sometimes  we  find  them  ftricken  with  fear  at  the 
thoughts  of  the  awJFol  approach  of  death  the  king  of  terrors  ; 
as  wt  fee  in  the  cafe  ot  Hezektah,  when  the  fentence  of 
death  was  pafled  iipon  him,  If.  xxxviij.  10.  &c.  ^^  I  fuid  in  the 
cutting  oflFof  mf  day<r/  i  (hall  go  to  the  gates  of  the  grare :  I 
am  deprived  of  the  rel^due  of  my  years.  I  faid,  1  iha]l  not  fee 
the- Lords  even  the  Lord  in  the  land  of  the  living  :  1  (hall  be- 
hold man  no  more  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  world.  liike  a 
crane  or  fwallow,  fo  did  I  chatter:  1  did  mourn  as  a  dove;  mine 
eyes  fail  with  looking  upward:  O  Lord,  1  am  opprefled,  under- 
take for  me."  Some  are  faid  to  be  held  in  bondage  all  their 
days  through  fear  of  death,  l^hus  I  have  told  you  of  fome  of 
thefe  evils  that  are  ready  to  intimidate  the  hearts  of  the  Lord's 
people. 

IL  The  fecond  thing  is*  to  give  fome  acdmnt  of  .that  faith 
nvbicb  fortifies  the  foul  againft  the  fear  of  theft  evils.  1  do  not 
defign  at  prefent  to  inlift  upon  the  nature  of  faith,  having 
not  long  ago  infifted  on  this  fubjeft:  only  1  offer  you,  i. 
Sonie  of  its  names.  2.  its  ingredients.  3.  Some  of  its  con- 
comitants. 

Ftrft^  I  offer  a  view  of  it  in  its  fcriptural  names.  Sometimes 
it  is  called  a  truftmg  in  the  Lord  :  ^*  What  .time  I  am  afraid, 
I  will  truft  in  thee :  Though  he  (hould  kill  me,  yet  will  I 
truft  in  him."  Sometimes  it  is  called  a  looking  to  the  Lord, 
*^  They  looked  unto  him,  and  were  lightened.  Look  unto  me, 
and  be  ye  faved,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth.  Let  us  run  our 
race,  looking  unto  Jefus."  Sometimes  a  flaying  ourfelves  on 
the  Lord :  If.  xxvi.  3.  ••  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfeft  peace, 
whofe  mind  is  flayed  on  thee,"  &c.  Sometimes  a  cajling  of  our 
burden  on  him :  Pfal.  Iv.  22.  *<  Caft  thy  burden  upon  the 
Lord,  and  he  will  fuftain  thee,"  &c.  Sometimes  it  is  called 
iL feeing  to  him  as  a  refuge,  as  the  manflayer  fled  to  the  city 
of  refuge  when  purfucd  for  his  life  :  Pfal.  cxiiii.  9.  **  Deliver 
me,  O  Lord,  from  mine  cncmich  :  1  flee  unto  thee  for  help.'* 
Faith  is  a  fleeing  in  under  the  wings  of  Chrifl's  mediation  and 
intercefBon,  as  the  birds  under  the  wings  of  the  dam. 

Secondly,  I  would  give  you  fome  of  the  ingredients  of  that 
faith  which  fortifies  the  foul  againft  the  fear  of  evil. 

I.  then.  It  has  in  it  a  knowledge  and  uptaking  of  a  God 
in  Chrilt,  revealing  himfelf  as  reconciled,  and  making  over 
himfeif  to  us  in  a  well  ordered  covenant  :  for  it  is  only  a 
God  in  Chrift  that  can  be  the  ohjeii  of  oar  faith  and  love; 

and 
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and  "they  ^t  thus  know  his  name)*  will  put  dieir  trvft  in 
him.** 

2.  It  has  iA  k  z-  fitm  and  fiked  p^eriuafipii:  ^  thar.  truth 
and  certainty  of  the  whole  reTclattoa  -of  ijs  Aiibd  and  wiH 
in.  thc'  word,  and  particularly  of  hia  (irooiifes  as  fea  Bn4 
amen  in  Chrift.  Hence  Abraham's  faith.{Rom«  iv.)  is  de^ 
fcribcid  by  a  perftia£on  ;  he  was  '^  f ilUy  p^rfuadedf'  that  what 
he  had  prdnrifed,  :ht;  was  able  alfo  to.perform.'*  And  it  ia  * 
(aid  (Hcb«  xi.  13.)  of  the  Old  reftamdnt  \rorthies>  who.^ied  it| 
faith,  ''^Tfaey  faw  (he  promifes  afar.oft^  and  were  perfuadqd  of 
Ihem/' 

3*  It  has  in  it  an  application  of  the  promifea  t6  the  f^ul  it- 
ielf  in  particular  f  fb  chat  it  not  only  looks  oft  it  as  true  ia  ge« 
neral,.but  tine  to  me.  The  man  finds  the  promiib  indefinitew 
ly  in<lc>rfed  to  every  roan  to  whom  it  is  intimatCy  A£lt»  ii^i  39* 
^^  The  promife  is  unto  you,  and  to  yoor  feed,  and  to  all  that 
are  afar  ofF,"  &c.  attended  with  this  declaration  and  promife, 
chac  *V  whoever  believes  fets  to  the  feal  that  God  ib  irUtf  i'* 
and  that  ^^  whofoever  believeth,  ihaU  not  periih  :''  theiPefdrc 
the  man  takes  it  home  to  himfelf  in  particular^  as  a  fec«irit.y 
for  all  the  grace  that  is  contained  in  it,  faying,  ^^  I  belifivc 
that  through  the  grace  .of  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  I  fiiaU  be 
faved :  God  hath  fpoken  in  his  hoUnefs,  1  will  rejoice ;"  and 
♦*  In  this  will  I  be  confident." 

4.  it  has  in  it  a  perfuafion  of  the  power,  love»  and  faitk^ 
fulnefs  of  the  Fromifer.  A  perfuaGon  of  his  power  to  do 
as  he  haa  faid  ;  as  Abraham,  Rom.  iv.  he  was  *^  perfuaded 
that  what  he  had  promifed,  he  was  able  alfo  to  perform."  A 
perfuafion  of  his  love;  **  How  excellent  is  thy  loving -kindnefa, 

0  God  P'  &c.  A  perfuaGon  of  his  veracity  and  faithfuinefe^ 
that  **  he  is  not  a  man,  that  he  fliould  )ie|  neither  the  fon  of 
man^  that  he  (houid  repent.'' 

5.  It  has  in  it  a  renouncing  of  ail  other  irefuges,  aa  entirely 
infufiicient  to  ihetter  the  fovjl  againft  thcfe  evils  wherewith  it 
is  furrounded  :  Hof.  jiv»  3.  **  Aihur  ihall  not  fave  us,"  &c* 
Jer.  iii.  23.  '^  in  vain  is  falvation  hoped  for  from  the  hills,  or 
ftjultitude  of  mountains*" 

6.  An  expc£lation  of  help  and  fafiety  from  a  God  inChrift^ 
agalnfl  aJl  thefe  evils  that  the  man  is  purfued  with.:  Pfol.  lxii« 
5.  6.  •*  My  foul,  wait  thou  only  upon  God ;  for  ray  expe£la- 
tion  is  from  him*  He  only  is  my  rock  and  my  falvation ;  he 
is  my  defence ;  I  (hall  not  be  moved.''  Pfal.  cxlii.  4. 5.  **  I  look- 
ed on  my  right  hand,  and  beheld,  but  there  was  no  man  that 
would  know  me;  refuge  failed  me;  no  man  cared  for  my  foul. 

1  cried  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  I  faid.  Thou  art  my  refuge,  and 
iny  portion  in  the  land  of  the  living.'* 

7-  This 


J.  Thift  faitfi  'haft  a  leaving  of  oarf($hres  and  aH  our  c^frear 
aitd  ccmcems  upon  hun^  to  be  difpofed  of  according  to  bis  wiU 
aM  pleafure.  The  m%rf  ifi  cootenii  to  taloe  what  lot  Qod  in  hiS' 
pfimdffhce  fliall  fee  fit  to  carre  out  foi  him:  i  Sa^n  xv^  25.  2&, 
^^Thelaog  fatd  unto  Zadokt  Carry  back  th«  aik  of  Grod  iRC» 
the  city :  |t  I  fliall  find  favour  in  the  eyes  of  the  JUrd,  be- 
wiH  bring  me  again,  and  (hew  mc  both  it,  ajid  bia  habitaiioiv- 
But  if  he  thus  btj,  I  hare  no  delight  in  th«;e  :  behoU^  hcie  ana 
I,  let  htm  do  to  me  as  feemeth  good  Unto  him.'* 

Tiirdfy^  I  will  gire  you  a  £ew  of  the  ooacomitant^  of  this 
faith  wUcfa  guards  the  (bul  agaix^ft  iotunidcUing  feMS  in  a 
time  of  dai^er. 

r»  then,  k  xa  accoospanied  with  a  Uefiod  quicttneft  and 
tranquillity  of  fbu],  amidfk  A\  the  dangers  of  a  prefent  li£e^ 
Hfirictt  fays  the  Lord  to  his  people,  If.  j(x^»  (5.  *^  In  quicttocfs 
and  in  confidence  Ibali  be  your  ftvcngth*"  The  man  hartng 
rjui  in  under  the  win^s  of  Shikihi  the  pcrfeAieoa  of  a  God  ia 
Chuift,  he  cries  with  David,  <<  I  will,  both  lay  me  dovi^  in^  pm^ee^ 
and  fleep :  for  thou,  Loid^  nukeft  me  todwi^U  in  Uktj^*'  f^bL 
if.laft. 

a^^  It  IS  acconapinied  with  a  wakipg^poo  the  Lord^ia  a  waf 
of  daijy  for  his  gracious  prefencQ  eithee  in  grace  or  pro^dence  ; 
^  He  that  bclieveth,  does  not  make  h^Qat.  The  vifion  is  f(^ 
aa  appointed  time  y  though  it  tarty,  wait  for  it/  &c.  Mic*  vii.  7* 
^^'Jwijl  look  unto  the  Lord:  I  will  wait  for  the  God  of  mjr 
fiiWaibn,*^  &c.Pfat.  cxxx.  **My  foul  waitothfof  the  Lord>. 
like  them  that  wait  for  the  morning/*  &c. 
'  3.  It  is  ay  accompanied  with  ^f^f^f,  rameft  prayer,  at  a 
mone  of  grace.  Faith  having  got  tl^  promife  in  its  ai-ms^.  ' 
ID  mtis  ftnught  to  a  throne  of  grace  with  it,^  to  fuc  for  the 
pnomifed  ble&ig^  Pfal.  Jicii.  8>.  *^  Timil  in  him  at  all.  times  ^ 
yc  people  pour  out  your  heart  before  him.''  Prayer  is  'pi&: 
the  breath  of  faith ;  and  to  pray,  and  not  to  believe,  ia  to  heat 
the  air ;  and  tobeliere,  and  not  to  pray,  is  nothing  but  a  pre- 
Aimptuous  confidence,  that  will  never  bear  a  man  through  in 
the  eifil  day. 

4«  k  is  accompanied  with  a  holy  obedience  or  regard  un* 
to  all  God's  commandments :  Pfal.  cxix.  166.  ^^  I  have  hoped 
for  thy.  falration,  and  done  thy  commandments*  Shew  me  thy 
faith  by  thy  works,*  J-am,  ii.  18.  Let  us,  never  prcitcnd  to. 
believe  the  promife,  if  we  do  not  keep  his  commandments  : 
Pfcl.  1.  16*  17.  ^  Unto  the  wicked,, God  faith,  What  haft  thou 
to  do  to  take  ray  covenant  in  thy  mouth?  feeing  thou  haceit 
inftruftion,*^  &c. 

5.  It  is  frequently  accompanied  with  a  foul-ravifhing  joy  in 
the  Lord :  if.  xii.  2*  **  Behold,  God  is  my  Calvation :  1  will' 
.     .        •  trult 


truft  and  not  lie  afraid:*'  and  then  it  follows^ 5^*  With  joy' flail  I 
ye  draw,  water  ^out  of  ^the  •tp'clls  of  falvdtibfa£">'j  Pfah  lxiv.»  lOw^ 
<<  The  righteous  (hnli  be  glad  in  the  Lordyand  Xhafll  truft  in  hifa;;s 
and  all  the  upright  in  heart  (hall  glory.^-  i  PoLu  8.::^^*  Wiionr« 
having  not  feeb,  we  love-;  in  whom  thhugh-  ti6w  y^  fiee  hnriift 
not,  yet  believing,  W6  rejoice  ^jkrtth  jbytuii^eakable)  ai^d  ftttt3 
of'gtory.'*  HjA.  iii.  17*  iSJ  19.  Sea,  Thus!  bare  given- ydn-id 
fome  account  of  that  faith  that  fortifies  the  hdirt  agaiaft^  the  s 
fear  of  evil.  ...    -      ^ 

I  (hall  now  .endeavour  to  prove,  ani(l  make  it  etidenti  that  " 
faith  doth  indeed  infpire  th^  foUl  with  a-holyiboldnefg  an^  cdu^— 
rage,  or  that  it  is  a  noble  antidote  againd  thefe  intimidating^ 
evils  that  threaten  danger.  And  this  wiir  appear  from  the  fbl- 
lowincf  particulars.     The  courage  of  faith  appears, 

1.  From  that  fcrenity  wherewith  it  poireffestthe  foul  amtdff: 
thefe  evils  and  dangers  that  threaten  it  with  utter  ruin  :  P&L 
xxxii.  6.  7.  "  Surely  in  the  floods  of  great  waters,  they  (hall.noC 
come  nVgh  unto  him*  Thou  art  my  hiding-placef  thou  (halt' 
preferve  me  from  trouble :  thou  (halt  compafs  me  about  with."; 
fongs  of  deliverance/"  Pfal.  xxvii.  3.  5.  *'  Though  an  hoAl 
fhould  encamp  againft  me^  my  heart  ihall  not  fear.:  th6ugh 
war  fliouid  rife  a^ainft  me^in  this  wiil  £  be  confident.  Fpr.^ 
in  the  time  of  trouble  he  -ihall  hide  me  in  his  pavilion :  in- 
the  fecret  of  his  tabernacle  (hall  he  hide  me,  he  (hall  fet  me 
up  upon  a  rock.'*  The  man  through  faith,  like  Noah^iings' 
in  the  very  midft  of  the  waves,  without  fear  of  being  f^iow* 
cd  up. 

2.  The  courage  of  faith  appears  In  the  hard  work  and  fervice 
that  it  will  adventure  on  when  the  Lord  calls.  O,  fays  faithy 
when  it  hears  God  faying,  ^*  Whom  (hall  I  fend,  and  who  will 
go  for  us  ?  Here  am  I,  fend  me  :  I  can  do  all  things  through 
Chrift  ftrengthcning  me:"  he  has  promifed  to  bear  my  charges^ 
and  therefore  "1  will  go  in  his  ftrength,'*  &c. 

3.  From  the  enemies  and  dangers  that  it  will  look  in  the 
face  without  being  daunted.  The  three  children,  when  the 
wrath  of  the  king  was  like  the  roaring  of  a  lion  againft  them> 
threatening  them  with  a  burning  fiery  furnace  feven  times  heat- 
ed, their  faith  enabled  them  to  a  holy  and  indifferent  boldnefs  : 
*•  We'  are  not  careful  to  anfwer  thee,  O  king,  in  this  matter  : 
the  God  whom  we  fcrve  will  deliver  us." 

4.  The  courage  of  faith  appears  in  the  bold  and  daring 
challenges  (hat  it  can  give  to  all  enemies  and  accufers.  O 
fays  Paul,  Rom.  viii.  32.  33.  "  Who  can  lay  any  thing  to  the 
charge  of  Gcd's  ele6l  ?*'  The  challenge  is  univerfal  in  refpeft 
of  all  accufers,  in  refpeft  of  all  accufations,  and  in  lefpcft  of  all 
the  accufed  ;  **  Who  can  lay  any  thing,"  6cc  ?  And  then  you 

•  have 
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kave  another  challenge  of  faith  in  the  clofe  of  that  chapter, 
•  >Vho  (hall  fcparatc  us  from  the  love  of  God?  (hall  tribulation, 
yr  diftrefs,  or  famine,  or  nakednsfs,  or  peril  ?"  &c. 

5.  From  the  weapons  which  it  wields,  which  no  other  hand 
^ut  the  hand  of  faith  can  manage.  The  "  fwor.d  of  the  Spirit, 
a^Kich  is  the  word  of  God,"  that  is  the  weapon  which  faith  deals 
^ith.  With  this  weapon,  Chriil  the  Captain  of  falvation  teaches 
«&s  to  fight  by  his  own  example,  Matth.  iv. ''  Thus  and  thus  it 
is  written."     And  it  is  the  truth  and  faitlifulnefs  of  God  in  his 

^ord,  that  is  the  (hield  and  buckler  whereby  faith  encounters 

Its  enemies. 

6.  From  the  battles  it  has  fought,  and  the  viflories  it  has 
gained  over  the  ftouteft  and  ftrongeft  enemies.  "  This  is  the 
Viftory  whereby  we  overcome  the  world,  even  our  faith."  It 
refilh  the  devil,  and  makes  him  to  flee  like  a  coward  i  it  pre- 
fcnts  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  bears  witnefs  to  the  truili 
of  the  word,  and  fo  it  defeats  the  old  fcrpent,  Rev.  xii.  ii, 
"They  overcame  him  by  the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  by  the 
word  of  their  teftimony."  It  treads  upon  death  as  a  van- 
quifced  enemy,  "  O  death,  where  is  thy  (ling  ?  O  grave, 
where  is  thy  viftory  ?"  Thus  faith  puts  to  flight  the  armies 
of  the  aliens. 

7.  From  the  heavy  burdens  it  will  venture  to  bear  upon  its 
back,  without  fear  of  finking  under  the  load.  The  crofs  of 
Chrift  16  a  burden  that  frightens  the  world  to  look  to  hira,  or 
own  him ;  but  faith  takes  it  up,  and  takes  it  on,  and  cries,  O 
the  world  is  miftakcn  ;  for  "  his  yoke  is  eafy,  and  his  burden 
is  light ;"  and  "  his  commandments  are  not  grievous.  Our 
Kght  affliftions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment,  they  work  for 
us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory." 

8.  From  the  hard  and  difficult  pafles  that  faith  will  open. 
When  the  way  feems  impaffable,  it  fees  the  breaker  going  up 
before  it :  and  therefore,  though  heaven,  earth,  ^nd  hell,  It  cod 
in  the  way,  it  will  clear  the  road  of  all  difficulties.  Pihahiroth 
and  Baalzephon,  impaflable  mountains  on  every  hand,  the 
Red  fca  before,  and  an  enraged  powerful  enemy  behind  ;  can 
there  be  any  door  of  help  ?    Yes,  fays  faith,  only  "  iland  (till 
and  fee  the  falvation  of  God  ;"  and  thereupon  the  waters  di- 
vide, and  a  lane  is  made  through  the  depths  of  the  fea  for  H- 
rael.    If  we  have  faith  as  a  grain  of  multard-feed,  we  may  fay 
to  this,  and  that,  and  the  other  mountain,  Be  thou  removed^ 
and  it  ihall  be  done. 

9.  The  courage  of  faith  appears  from  the  great  exploits  that 
It  hath  performed  \  for  which  1  refer  you  to  ficb.  x'uper  toium, 
particularly  ver.  33. — 35.     And  does  not  this  fay,  that  it  h  a 
$o!d  and  courageous  grace  ? 
•  Vol.  !!•  H  h  IP.  From 
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lo.  From  the  trophies  of  viftory  and  triumph  that  it  wears*. 
It  takes  up  the  trophies  of  Chrift's  vi£l:ory  over  fin,  Satan,  helly 
and  death ;  and  cries,  "  I  will  be  joyful  in  thy  falvation,  and 
in  the  name  of  our  God  we  will  fet  up  our  banner.'*  O,  "will 
faith  fay,  there  lies  the  head  of  the  old  fcrpent  bruifed  by  the 
feed  of  the  woman :  there  lies  the  curfe  of  the  law,  that 
**  hand-writinpr  that  was  againft  us,'*  torn  My  the  nsiils  of  hi^ 
erofs  ;  "  He  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  law,  be- 
ing made  a  curfe  for  us  :**  there  (lands  the  world,  and  its  good 
and  bad  things,  as  a  mafs  of  mere  vanity,  overcome  by  Chrift  ; 
and  therefore  I  will  tread  upon  them  as  "  dung  and  lofa,  that 
I  may  win  Chrift,"  who  is  all  in  all :  there  lies  death  and  the 
grave,  flain  by  the  5eath  of  Jefus ;  and  therefore  I  will  play  on 
the  den  of  this  lion  and  cockatrice,  for  it  cannot  hurt. me.  Thus 
it  appears  thai  faith  is  a  courageous  grace,  Vfbich/ears  no  eviL 

111.  The  third  thing  in  the  general  method  was,  iofpeai  a 
little  of  that  Chrifiian  fortitude  and  holdnefs  which  makis  a  bclie^ 
ver  to  fear  no  evil.  All  that  I  (hall  fay  upon  this  fubjefl:  fhall 
be,  to  offer  the  few  following  views  fer  clearing  it, 
^  I.  The  feat  and  fubje£b  of  this  Chriftian  fortitude  is  the 
heart  of  a  believer,  renewed  by  fovercign  grace  5  and  there- 
fore it  can  never  be  found  in  the  heart  of  a  natural  man.  In- 
deed we  find  fomething  that  goes  under  that  name,  but  is 
falfely  fo  called,  amongft  natural  men  ;  a  natural  boldpefs  and 
hardinefs  of  fpirit  to  encounter  dangers,  yea,  even  death  itfelf^ 
in  the  purfuance  of  their  dcfigns.  The  foldier,  at  the  com- 
mand of  his  general,  will  go  forward  in  battle,  though  he 
ihould  die  upon  the  fpot :  the  mariner  and  merchant  will  rifle 
his  life  through  ftorms  and  uaves,  without  any  great  concern. 
But,  alas  !  while  a  man  is  deftitute  of  the  grace  of  God,  all 
thefe  flow  only  from  pride,  covetoufnefs,  revenge,  or  fome 
fuch  reigning  luft  that  muft  be  maintained  and  fupported,  or 
at  beft  frojTi  the  natural  temper  of  the  mind,  or  fome  carnal 
ends  and  motives.  "  That  which  is  born  of  the  flcih,  is  ftill 
flefli."  The  fortitude  or  boldnefs  that  I  now  fpeak  of,  is  only 
to  be  found  in  a  heart  or  foul  changed  and  renewed  by  the 
power  of  divine  grace,  the  faith  of  God's  operation  (asl  faid) 
being  the  very  fpring  and  root  of  it.  And  hence  it  is,  that  we 
iliall  find  this  true  Chriltian  fortitude  fometimes  manifefting 
itfelf  in  thofe  who,^  as  to  their  natural  temper,  are  the  moft  ti- 
morous and  fainthearted  ;  for  it  makes  **  the  feeble  as  David, 
and  as  the  angel  of  God  before  him."  God  '*  fays  to  them  that 
are  of  a  fearful  fpirit,  Be  ftrong,  fear  not ;"  and  then  the  man 
that  quaked  at  the  fluking  of  a  leaf,  becomes  bold  as  a  lion. 
5;.  Let  us  view  the  objedl  of  this  Chriftian  fortitude,  or  that 
I  abpuc 
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about  xnrhich  it  is  exerted,  viz.  truth  and  error,  fin  and  duty. 
As  to  the  Conccrnsof  a  prcfent  life,  worldlyintcrcfts  and  claims, 
or  yet  matters  of  indifFercncy,  which  a  man  may  do  or  forbear, 
without  fin  on  either  fide,  the  fpirlt  of  Chriftianity  is  the  mod 
yielding  thing  in  the  world.  Our  holy  religion  teaches  us,  as 
to  the  affairs  of  this  life,  rather  than  enter  into  litigious  pleas, 
to  quite  our  worldly  claims;  which  I  take  to  be  the  mean* 
ing  of  Chrift,  when  he  fays,  Matth.  v.  40.  **  If  any  man  will 
fae  thee  at  the  law,  and  take  away  thy  coat,  let  him  have  thy 
cloke  alfo."  And  as  to  matters  of  indifferency,  we  are  to 
**  become  all«things  to  all  men,  that  we  may  gain  fome.  If 
meat  make  my  brother  to  ofFend  (fays  Paul),  I  will  cat  no 
flefh  wfiile  the  world  ftandeth."  So  that,  1  fay,  this  Chriftian 
fortitude  is  not  exprelTed  about  thefe  things,  but  about  truth 
or  error,  fin  or  duty.  Here  it  is  that  the  Chriftian  is  to  make 
his  ftand  ;  he  is  to  be  •*  valiant  for  the  truth,  to  contend  ear* 
neftly  for  the  faith  delivered  to  the  faints,  to  buy  the  truth." 
at  any  rate,  and  to  fell  it  at  no  rate ;  no,  not  the  lead  hair  or 
hoof  of  truth  is  be  parted  with,  though  heaven  and  earth 
ihould  mingle  for  his  adhering  to  it,  in  oppofition  unto  thefe 
errors  that  have  a  tendency  to  obfcure  or  deftroy  it.  And 
the  lame  thing  takes  placfc  as  to  the  matters  of  fin  or  duty,  iri 
which  we  are  to  refijl  even  unto  bloody  Jlriv'tng  again fi Jin ^  in  re* 
gard  the  grcateft  of  fufFcrings  are  to  be  chofen  rather  than  the 
Icaft  of  fins.  The  reafon  of  which  is  obvious,  becaufc  by  the 
one  we  are  only  expofed  to  the  difpleafure  of  men,  but  by  fin 
we  expofe  ourfelves  to  the  difpleafure  of  God,  and  difhonour 
him. 

3.'  View  this  Chriftian  courage  and  fortitude  as  to  the  nature 
of  it.     It  takes  in,  I  think,  thefe  things  following. 

I/?,  A  clear  and  diftinft  knowledge  and  uptaking  of  the  truth 
as  it  is  in  Jefus,  accompanied  with  a  firm  perfuafion  and  affcnt 
of  the  foul  unto  it,  and  experience  of  the  power  of  it  upon  one's 
own  fool.  Without  this,  a  man,  inftead  of  being  valiant  for 
the  truth,  will,  like  the  weather-cock,  be  turned  afidc  with 
every  wind  of  error  or  temptation. 

^dly^  It  has  in  it  a  making  the  truth  of  God  in  his  word  the 
proper  boundary  both  of  his  faith  and  pri^lice.  He  will  not  < 
embrace  "  for  doftrines  the  commandments  of  men  ;"  no,  but 
he  will  bring  matters  "  to  the  law  and  teHimony,"  to  be  tried 
at  that  bar  ;  for,  "  if  they  fpeak  not  according  to  thefe  things, 
it  is  becaufe  there  is  no  truth  in  them  :"  and  whatever  will  not 
abide  the  trial  there,  he  throws  it  away  as  the  fpawn  of  hell, 
whatever  human  authority  it  may  be  fupported  with.  God 
onlv  is  Lord  of  the  confcience,  and  that  he  will  fubjedl  to  nd 
authority  but  God  only. 

Zdlyy  It 
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jd/^f  It  has  in  it  ^  tenacious  adherence  unto  truth  and  dutj'ic 
revealed  or  enjoined  in  the  word  of  God,  and  a  refufing  t^^ 
quit  it  upon  any  confideration  whatever,  or  whatever  be  th^m 
event.  This  isi  called  a  "keeping  the  word  of  God's  pa  .me 
tiencc,"  Rev.  iii.  lo. ;  and  a  *' holding  of  the  teftimony/^ 
Rev.  vi*  9.  "  I  faw  under  the  altar  the  fouls  of  them  that  wer^a 
flain  for  the  word  of  God,  and  for  the  teftimony  which  the^= 
held :"  a  **  holding  faft  the  profeffion  of  our  faith  without  w^= 
vering,"  Heb.  x.  23.  This  1  take  to  be  imported  in  that  zc3- 
vice  that  Barnabas  gave  unto  the  difciples  at  AntiocKj  ''  ths/ 
with  purpofe  of  heart  they  would  cleave  unto  the  Lord,"  A£\s 
xi.  2^. 

4tk/yy  This  Chriflian  fortitude  has  in  it  a  holy  contempt  of 
all  that  the  man  can  fuffer  in  a  prefent  worlds  in  adhering  to 
truth  and  duty.  The  man  is  eafy  about  all.  the  world,  and 
its  frowns  or  flatteries,  if  he  can  have  God's  teftimony,  and 
the  teftimony  of  a  good  confciencc.  *'  If  God  be  for  us,  . 
(fays  the  man),  who  can  be  againft  us  ?'  Let  devils  and  men 
rage  and  roar,  their  wrath  is  bounded,  it  (hall  **  praife  the 
Lord,  and  the  remainder  of  their  wrath  will  he  reftrain." 
He  "  endures,  as  feeing  him  that  is  invifiblc."  He  has  his  eye 
fixed  upon  another  world  than  this  ;  and  therefore  he  is 
ready  to  fay,  "The  fulFerings  of  this  prefent  life  are  not  wor- 
thy to  be  compared  with  the  exceeding  glory  that  is  to  be  re- 
vealed :  Our  light  affli£^ions,  which  are  but  for  a  moment, 
they  work  for  us  a  far  rrore  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of 
glory ;  while  we  look  not  at  the  things  which  are  feen  but 
at  the  things  which  are  not  feen  :  for  the  things  which  are 
feen,  are  temporal  5  but  the  things  which  are  not  feen,  arc  z' 
eternal." 

^iklyj  It  has  in  it  alfo  a  cheerfulnefs,  alacrity,  and  fequality 
of  fpirit,  under  all  the  turns  of  a  man's  lot  in  the  world  in  fol- 
lowing the  Lord,  and  adhering  to  his  caufe  and  intereft : 
Phil.  iv.  It.  12.  "1  have  learned  in  whatfoever  ftateJ  am, 
therewith  to  be  content.  I  know  both  how  to  be  abafed,  and 
I  know  how  to  abound :  every  where,  and  in  all  things,  I  am 
inftruded,  both  to  be  full  and  10  be  hungry,  both  to  abound 
.  and  to  fuffer  need." 

4.  This  Chiiftian  fortitude  or  courage  hath  the  following 
properties.  «  . 

ly?,  It  is  diftindl  as  to  the  ground  it  goes  upon  ;  and  fo  it  is 
quite  different  from  a  blind  zeal,  whicih  does  more  harm  than 
good  to  religion.  "  I  bear  you  witncfs,"  fays  Paul  of  his 
countrymen  the  Jews,  **  that  ye  have  a  zeal  of  God,  but  not 
according  to  knowledge." 

2.d/yi  it  is  a  holy  boldnefs  t  for  it  (lands  in  oppofition  to  Cm 

or 
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OT  crron  The  wicked  world  are  bold  to  fin  ;  but  the  Chridian 
is  bold  to  withftand  it,  and  bold  to  lift  up  a  banner  for  truth, 
when  others  are  fo  bold  as  to  pull  it  down. 

3^/^,  It  is  a  humble  and  fclf-denied  boldncfs.  The  man  is 
not  bold  or  confident  in  himfelf,  or  in  created  grace,  as  Peter, 
when  he  faid,  "  Though  all  men  fliould  forfake  thee,  yet  will 
Hot  I  :**  no,  but  he  is  **  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power 
of  his  might."  And  when  he  has  been  helped  to  mck^  a  itand 
for  the  Lord,  or  for  his  caufe,  he  will  not  be  ready  to  facrificc 
to  his  own  net,  like  Jehu,  "  Come  aiul  fee  my  zeal  for  the 
Lord  of  hofts  :"  no,  but,  with  Paul,  \vt  will  be  ready  to  fay, 
*'  Not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  in  me  ;  Not  unto  us,  not  unt(^ 
us,  but  unto  thy  name  be  the  glory."     And  therefore,  . 

/^thly^  It  is  a  very  meek  boldnefs.  Mofcs  w?ts  the  mcekeft 
man  upon  earth,  and  yet  his  meeknefs  was  confident  withfuch 
boldnefs  of  fpirit,  as  to  go  at  God's  command  to  Pharaoh, 
and  require  him  to  let  Ifrael  go,  under  v^rry  awful  certifica- 
tions :  and  when  Pharaoh  was  brought  fo  far  down  from  his 
former  ahitudes,  as  to  allow  them  to  go,  only  to  leave  fomc 
little  thing  behind ;  he  boldly  tells  hiai,  **  not  a  hoof  was  to 
be  left  behind,'*  Exdd.  x.  26.  And  yet  in  all  this  Mofes  re- 
tained his  meekncfs  of  fpirit ;  for  "  the  wrath  of  man  worketh 
not  the  righteoufnefs  of  God.'* 

J.  This  Chriftian  courage  and  boldnefs,  its  proper  feafon 
for  exerting  itfelf  is,  when  duty  is  attended  with  danger,  or 
when  the  profeflion  of  our  faith  is  fair  to  expofe  us  unto  the 
rage  and  perfecution  of  men.     A  coward  will  appear  coura- 
geous when  there  is  no  enemy  to  withftand  him  ;  but  true  cou- 
rage difcovers  itfelf  in  ftanding  the  (hock  and  attack  of  the  ene- 
my :  fo  true  Chriftian  courage  difcovers  itfelf  in  a  time  of  diin- 
ger,  when  truth  is  falling  in  the  ftreet,  to  take  it  up  then ;  or 
when  the  following  of  the  Lord  in  the  way  of  duty  expofcs  a 
man  to  hazard  and  danger,  for  a  man  to  fet  his  face  to  the 
ftorm  like  a  flint ;  that  is,  I  fay,  the  proper  time  for  Chriftian 
courage   to  exert  itfelf.     This  you  fee  in  the  cafe  of  the 
three  children,  when  threatened  with  a  burning  fiery  fur- 
nace if.  they  would  not  worfhip  the  golden  image,   "  We 
are  not    careful  to  anfwer   thee  in    this   matter,    O   king : 
we  will  not  worfliip  the  image  thou  haft  fet  up  :    the  God 
whom  we  ferve  is  i»ble  to  deliver  us."     And  we  fee  the  fame 
in  Daniel,  when  a  proclamation  was  iflued  out-,  forbidding 
any  petition  to  be  afked  either  of  God  or  man,  but  only  of  the 
king,  for  thirty  days,  he  goes  into  his  houfe,  and  cafts  open 
his  windows,  -fo  as  all  might  take  knowledge  of  him,   and 
praifes  and  gives  thanks  UT«to  his  God  three  tihies  a  day, 
though  he  knew  the  upfliot  of  it  would  be  his  being  caft  into 

the 
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the  lions  den.    The  proper  feafon  of  this  Chriftian  courage  is 
a  time  of  hazard  attending  duty.  Alas  !  it  is  to  be  feared,  that^ 
among  the  many  crowds  that  feem  to  follow  Chrifti  and  pro- 
fcfs  his  name,  in  a  day  of  profperity,  he  would  have  but  a  thitk^ 
backing  of  them,  if  Providence  were  calling  them  to  follow- 
him  to  a  Calvary  or  a  gibbet.  The  feed  that  fell  upon  the  ftony^ 
ground  had  a  goodly  braird  for  a  while ;  but,  wanting  root  an  A 
decpnefs  of  earth,  it  withered,  when  the  fcorching  fun  of  per— 
fecution  and  trouble  did  arife  upon  it. 

6.  The  fruits  and  efFefts  of  this  Chriftian  courage  and. 
boldnefs  in  cleaving  to  the  Lord  and  his  way  in  a  time  of  dan- 
ger, and  in  holding  his  teftimony,  are  very  fweet  and  glorious. 
For, 

i}?,  It  is  a  feal  added  unto  the  truth  of  God  in  the  view  of 
the  world,  and  lets  the  blind  world  know  that  there  is  more  va- 
lue in  the  truth  of  God,  and  a  matter  of  greater  importance, 
than  they  imagine  ;  and,  by  this  means,  truth  is  brought  forth 
unto  viftory,  notwithftanding  of  all  the  attempts  of  hell  to  ob- 
fcure  or  bury  it. 

idly^  Chriftian  courage  and  boldnefs  in  owning  the  truth, 
cfpccially  in  the  face  of  danger,  ftrikes  a  damp  upon  the  very 
hearts  of  perfecutors  and  oppreflbrs  of  it,  and  puts  them  to  a 
ftand ;  as  we  fee  in  the  inftance  of  the  apoftles,  A£ts  iv.  13. 
When  the  Jcwifh  fanhedrim  perceived  the  boldnefs  of  Peter 
and  John,  and  took  knowledge  of  them,  that  they  had  been 
with  Jcfus,  they  were  brought  to  their  wits-end,  and  fay  one  to 
another,  •*  What  (hall  we  do  withthefe  men  ?" 

^dly^  It  ferves  to  hearten  the  fpirits  of  thofe  who  love  the 
truth,  and  affords  matter  of  praife  when  they  fee  thefe  that  arc 
in  the  high  places  appearing  valiant  for  the  truth;  as  we  fee  in 
the  fame  A£ts  iv.  23.  24.  When  Peter  and  John  are  let  go, 
and  when  they  come  to  their  own  company,  making  a  report  of 
all  that  had  happened,  they  lift  up  their  voice  with  one  accord^ 
and  praife  the  Lord. 

4/A/y,  A  bold  appearance  for  the  truth  and  caufe  of  Chrift 
is  a  fweet  evidence  to  a  man  of  his  own  falvation,  and  that  he 
ihall  be  owned  of  the  Lord  another  day ;  for,  fays  Chrift, 
<*  He  that  confefleth  me  before  men,  him  will  I  confefs  be- 
fore my  Father,  and  before  his  angels."  To  the  fame  pur- 
pofe  is  that  of  the  apoftle,  Rom.  x.  10.  "  With  the  heart  man 
bclieveth  unto  righteoufnefs,  but  with  the  mouth  confeflion 
is  made  unto  falvation."  Thus  I  have  given  you  a  fixfold 
view  of  that  Chriftian  fortitude  and  courage  which  is  the 
fruit  of  faith. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  inquire  ipto  the 

influevce 
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tnfluinci  that  faith  has  upon  this  holdnefs.    Unto  which|  I  anfwer 
in  the  particulars  following. 

!•  Faith  fervcs  to  infpire  the  foul  with  Chriftian  fortitude 
and  boldnefs,  by  prefenting  God  to  the  foul's  view  in  his  glo- 
rious majefty ;  at  the  fight  of  whom,  the  fear  of  man,  and  all 
the  dangers  of  time,  do  entirely  evanifli  and  difappcar.  Hence 
is  that  of-Mofes,  Heb.  xi.  27.  "  By  faith  he  forl'ook  Egypt, 
not  fearing  the  wrath  of  the  king,"     Why,  what  was  it  that 
cured  him  of  the  fear  of  Pharaoh's  wrath  ?  VVe  are  tol«i  in  the 
clofe  of  the  yerfe,  that  ^^  he  endured,  as  feeing  him  that  is  in- 
vifible."     O  Sirs,  when  the  eye  is  opened  to  fee  the  infinite 
majefty)  greatnefs,  excellency,  and  power  ot  the  great  j£Ho« 
VAH,  it  would  choofe  rather  to  venture  upon  the  fury  of  all  the 
devils  ia  hell,  and  men  upon  earth,  than  adventure  to  difpleafe 
Um,  by  parting  with  the  leail  truth  he  has  revealed,  or  by 
breaking  one  of  the  lead  of  his  commandments.  It  renders  the 
•&ttl unfliaken . under  all  trials;  hence  is  that  of  David,  ^^  I 
have  fet  the  Lord  always  before  me  :  becaufe  he  is  at  my 
right  hand,  I  (hall  not  be  moved.'* 
a.  Faith  infpires  the  foul  with  Chriftian  boldnefs  and  forti« 
J  tude,  by  enabling  the  foul  to  make  a  right  eftimate  of  the 

a  truth  which  is  the  great  matter  of  ftrife  and  contention  in  the 

world.    The  devil  deferted,  or  •*  abode  not  in  the  truth"  of 
r  God:  and  the  way  he  ruined  mankind  at  firft,  was  by  min* 

I  clog  away  the  truth  of  God's  threatening,  ^<  In  the  day  thou 

eateft   thereof,  thou  ihalt  furely  die:    Hath  God  faid   fo 
and  fo  ?"  And  fuch  is  his  enmity  at  the  truth  of  God,  that  his 
wain  efforts  are  to  bring  it  into  difcredit,  and  to  bring  thefc 
that  profefs  Chrift  either  to  difbclieve  it,  or  deny  it,  or  defert 
it.  Now,  faith  gives  the  foul  a  juft  view  and  uptaking  of  the 
value  of  every  truth  of  God,  yea,  of  thefe  that  would  appear 
lefs  fundamental,  that  it  will  not  quit  with  the  lead  hoof, 
though  heaven  and  earth  (hould  mingle.     O,  fays  faith,  I  fee 
that  God  has  fuch  a  value  and  efteem  for  his  truth,  th^t  he 
will  rather  throw  heaven  and  earth  back  unto  their  original  no- 
thing, than -let  one  jot  of  it  fall  to  the  ground  ;  how  then  (hall 
I  give  it  up  ?  In  a  word,  truth,  particularly  revealed  truth,  is 
juft  the  food  on  which  faith  lives  ;  and  faith  is  nothing  elfe 
but  a  **  felting  to  the  feai  that  God  is  true.';     Take  away 
the  truth,  and  faith  is  not ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  faith  and 
truth  do  fomctimes  exchange  names,  Jude  3.  "  Contend  ear- 
neftly  for  the  faith  once  delivered  unto  the  faints  *,"  the  mean- 
ing is,  contend  carneftly  for  the  truth  delivered  to  the  faints. 
Faith  and  truth  are  exceedingly  fib,  the  one  cannot  fubfift 
without  the  other  \  and  hence  it  is^  that  faith  infpires  the  foul 

with 
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with  cooM^e  in  owning  It,  and  cleaving  to  it,  and  fears  no 
evil  in.fo  doing. 

3.  Faith  infpires  the  foul  with  courage,  by  curing  it  of  th^ 
fear  of  inan^  which  caufes  afnare.  What  was  it  but  the  fear  of 
man  that  made  Abraham,  and  Ifaac  alfo,  to  tell  a  lie  ?  What 
but  the  fear  of  man  made  David  to  fdign  himfelf  mad,  and 
Peter  to  deny  his  Mafter  ?  Now,  faith,  when  in  a  Kvely  exer* 
cife,  fets  man  in  his  proper  light,  and  difcovers  him  to  be  what 
Le  really  is.     For, 

\fiy  True  faith  tells  the  foul,  that  man  is  an  inconfiderable 
creature  before  God:  If.  xl.  15  — 17.  "Behold  the  nations  are 
before  him  but  •*  as  a  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  are  counted  as  the 
fmall  dud  of  the  balance :  behold,  he  takcch  up  the  ifles  as  a 
very  little  thing. — All  nations  before  him  are  asiiothing,  and 
they  are  counted  to  him  lefs  than  nothing,  and  vanity.**  Faith 
fees  the  great  armies  of  enemies  to  be  no  more  than  a  fwarm  of 
impotent  flies  before  God  ;  hence  is  that  challenge  unto  Ifrael 
trembling  at  the  fury  of  the  enemy.  If.  li.  12.  13.  "  Who  art 
thou,  that  thou  fhouldft  be  afraid  of  a  man  that  (hall, die,  and 
cf  the  fon  of  man  that  fliall  be  made  as  grafs  ?  And  forgcttcft 
die  Lord  thy  maker,  that  hath  ftretchcd  forth  the  heavens, 
:ind  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth  ?  and  haft  feared  con- 
tinually every  day,  becaufe  of  the  lury  of  the  oppreflbr,  as  if 
he  were  ready  to  deftroy  ?  and  where  is  the  fury  of  the  op- 
prefTor  ?"  O,  Sirs,  if  the  majefty  of  fuch  a  challenge  were  but 
laid  home  upon  our  fpirits,  we  would  make  little  account  of 
poor  man,  and  his  difpleafure,  in  cleaving  to  the  Lord,  and  his 
truths  and  way, 

.  idlyy  Faith  tells  the  foul,  that  as  a  man  is  '<:n  inconfiderable 
creature,  fo  he  is  a  mortal  dying  creature;  and  that  very  day  he 
dies,  all  kis  thoughts  and  dcfigns  periJJj  :  If.  xl.  6 — 8.  **  The 
voice  faid,  Cry."  And  he  faid,  What  (hall  1  cry  ?  All  ftefh  is 
grafs,  and  all  the  godlinefs  thereof  is  as  the  flower  of  the  field. 
The  ;,Tafs  withercth,.thc  flower  fadcth  •,  becaufe  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  bloweth  upon  it :  furely  the  people  is  grafs.  The 
grafti  withcreth,  the  flower  fadeth  :  but  the  word  of  our  God 
ihall  (land  for  ever."  Now,  faith  fees  that  to  be  true,  and  fo 
it  cures  the  foul  of  the  fear  of  man. 

3^//^,  Faith  tells  the  foul,  that  any  little  power  that  man  hath, 
is  bounded  by  an  over- ruling  hand;  and  that  he  can  go  no  fur- 
ther, in  punilhing  his  refentments,  than  God  allows  him  :  Pfal. 
kxvi.  10,  "  The  wrath  of  man  ihall  praife  thee  :  and  the  re- 
mainder of  his  wrath  (lialt  thou  reftrain."  Hence  is  that  of 
Chriii  unto  Pilate,  who  was  making  his  boall,  that  he  had 
power  to  take  away  his  life,  or  to  fave  it ;  *'  Thou  hall  no 
pbw^r  againlt  me,  but  what  is  given  thee  from  above.*'     As 

bo 
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he  fets  bounds  unto  the  rajy'mjr  fea,  faying,  '*  Hitherto  (hale 
tiiou  come,  and  no  further ;"  fo  he  fets  bounds  unto  the  rage 
of  man. 

4/i&i^,  Faith  views  man  as  a  guilty  criminal  b'tfore  God,  the 

righteous  Judge  of  all  the  earth ;  and  the  confcience  of  f}x\\t 

ftrikes  them  with  fear  and  terror ;  efpecially  when  there  is 

valiant  contending  for  the  truth,  which  they  are  endeavouring 

to  ftiflc  and  fupprefs.     Hence  it  was  that  Felix,  when  fitting 

upon  the  judgement-feat,  fell  a  trembling  before  Paul  at  the 

bar,  I  mean,  Paul  when  lie  fpake  of  righteoufnefs^  temperance^ 

and  ^  judgement  to  come*     They  may  well  touch  the  body,  the 

eftate,  the  name,  and  fuch  external  things ;  but  they  cannot 

harm  the  (bul,  which  is  the  more  noble  part  of  the  man.  Hence 

is  diat  needful  caution  of  Chrift  to  his  followers,  "  Fear  not 

him  that  can  kill  the  body ;  and  when  he  hath  done,  cannot 

reach  the  foul  2  but  fear  him  that  is  able  to  caft  both  foul  and 

body  into  Hell,"  Luke  xii.  4.  5.     They  cannot  thunder  with  a 

voice  like  God ;  they  cannot  blot  your  names  out  of  the  book 

of  life,  or  fliut  the  gates  of  heaven,  or  open  and  fliut  up  your 

fouls  in  the  prifon  of  hell.     Faith  fc*es  that  the  man's  enemies, 

in  owning  the  caufe  of  truth,  are  God's  enemies,  and  all  the 

enemies  of  God  (hall  perifli.     Thus  you  fee  what  a  view  faith 

gives  of  all  the  children  of  men,  and  their  wrath  ;  and  thii  is 

it  that  infpires  the  foul  with  a  holy  boKlnefs,  and  undaunted 

courage,  in  the  face  of  the  greateft  dangers. 

4«  Faith  infpires  with  Chriflian  courage  in  time  of  danger 
and  trouble  from  the  world,  by  viewin;;  the  infide  of  troubles 
for  Chrift,  as  well  as  the  outfide  of  them.  When  we  walk  by 
fcnfe,  and  not  by  faith,  we  will  foon  be  difpirittd  in  a  day  of 
trouble  and  danger,  and  be  ready  to  cry,  **  There  i-  a  lion  in 
the  way,  there  is  a  lion  in  the  ftreets,"  the  way  is  impalTable, 
Baniftiments,  prifon?,  and  dea'h,  have  fomething  in  them  that 
arc  horriljle  to  nature  and  fenfc.  15 ut  now  faith  looks  to  the 
infide  of  troubles,  and  confidurs  what  God  has  made,  and  can 
ftillmake,  thefe  unto  hi-  people;  it  c-mfiders  how  joyful  the 
Lord's  pfcople  have  been  in  tribulation;  what  honey  they  have 
found  in  the  carcafe  of  a  lion  ;  what  lbnj;8  he  has  given  them 
in  the  night,  in  ftocks  and  dungeons,  and  what  glorying  in 
tribulation  ;  how  he  has  brought  into  their  bofom  an  hundred- 
fold of  a  reward  even  in  this  life ;  how  many  of  the  Lord's 
people  have  found  themf^rlves  quite  miftaken  anent  a  fufFer- 
ing  lot,  when  once  they  have  fairly  ventured  upon  it  in  fol- 
lowing the  Lord  :  that  which  at  a  diftance  looked  like  a  fer- 
pent,  has  been  found  to  be  a  rod  in  the  hand;  a  prifon  has 
been  turned  into  a  palace  to  them,  fo  that  they  have  been  more 
Joath  to  com^  out  of  prifon,  than  they  were  to  enter  into  it. 
Vol,  II.  I  i  O 
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jnan  waxis  valiant  in  fight ^  knowing  that  nothing  but  weaknefs 
is  io  the  way.  * 

lidly^  Faith  views  the  example  of  Chrift,  how  he  encoun« 
<ered  the  wrath  of  God|  the  curfc  of  the  law,  the  fury  oi  de* 
irilSf  and  rage  of  men,  with  undaunted  refoluuon,  in  order  to 
«ur  redemption :  and  the  valour  of  the  General  infpires  the 
Soldier  with  courage  to  follow  him  through  all  imaginable  dan- 

2^y9  Faith  fees  all  fulnefs  of  grace  treafured  up  in  Chrift, 
€he  head  of  the  mydical  body,  for  the  fupply  of  every  particu- 
lar member  according  to  need ;  and  then  the  man  cries  out 
^th  courage,  as  Paul  did,  ^'  I  can  do  all  things  through  Chrilt 
^lengthening  me."  He  becomes  ^^  tlrong  in  the  grace  that  is 
ipJcfusChritt." 

^tBlyt  Faith  fees  a  reconciled  God  in  Chrift  fmlhng  on  the 
foul,  and  (landing  on  its  fide  ;  and  this  gives  courage.  **  The 
IiOr4  df  hofts  is  with  us,  and  the  God  of  Jacob  is  our  refuge.^ 
-  O  SirS|  a  God  in  Chrift  is  not  a  God  againtt  us,  but  **  Imma- 
nuef,  God  with  us  f"  and  this  makes  the  foul  to  cry,  /  will 
fm  no  evilyfor  thou  art  with  me, 

^tblj,  Faith,  keeping  its  eye  on  Chrift,  fees  vi£iory  fecured 
in  the  end  of  the  day;  jrca,  it  fees  the  victory  already  obtained 
ip  him.  it  fees  the  fpoils  of  the  enemy  in  his  hand,  and  him 
triamphing  over,  and  treading  upon  his  enemies  as  his  foot- 
ftool:  and  this,  O  this,  fills  the  foul  with  holy  courage,  fay- 
ing, "  We  are  more  than  conquerors,  through  him  that  loved 
ij$:  Thanks  be  to  Goa  which  givcth  us  the  victory,  through 
onr  luord  Jefus  Chrilt."  i  hus  you  fee  whence  it  is  that  faith  in- 
fpires the  foul  with  courage  and  t>oidnefs.  Many  other  things 
to  tins  purpofe  might  be  infifted  upon,  but  1  pafs  them,  and  go 
on  to  J 

V.  Thtjijih  thing,  which  was  the  Application. 

Xikjirjt  may  be  oi  Information^  only  in  two  words. 

|.  8ee  hence  the  excellency  of  the  grace  of  faith.  Why,  it 
i$  a  bold,  a  daring,  and  courageous  grace;  hence  commonly  op- 
posed unto  fear;  **  Why  art  thou  tearful,  O  tiiou  ot  iittlc 
Uith  V*  Faith  pulls  up  the  heart  and  fpint  in  a  time  of  danger, 
and  cries,  Courage,  for  the  aay  i.  mine  own;  1  fee  the  Captain 
of  falvation,  who  was  made  peifed  through  fuffcriug,  witn  che 
fpoils  of  hell  and  earth  iA  his  hand. 

2.  See  hence  the  evil  and  danger  of  the  fin  of  unbelief* 
Why,  it  intimidates  the  foul,  and  gives  birth  and  being  unto  a 
daftardly  and  cowardly  fpirit,  and  either  makes  a  man  to  Itag- 
^er,  or  elfe  turn  back  and  cry,  The  way  is  impafilable.  Hence 
^f^flrful  and  unbelieving  are  linked  together^  Hev.  xii,  8. 
,  O 


a 5^  Courageous  Faith, 

O  Sirs,  except  we  believe,  we  fhall  never  be  eftabliflied  in  at^ 

evil  day.   '  Mofcs,  you  heard,  "  endured,  as  feeing  him  that  isf 

invifible." 

Vk/icond  {hall  be  of  Trial.  Whether  have  you  a  faith  that 
will  carry  you  through,  and  infpire  you  with  courage  in  an  evU 
day  ?  I  will  give  the  few  fo}lowing  marks  whereby  you  mayc 
try  it. 

1 .  It  is  a  faith  that  fprings  out  of  the  ruin  of  felf.  When- 
ever faith  fprings  up,  felf  goes  down  j  felf-wifdom,  felf-righte- 
oufncfs,  felffufficicncy.  You  have  feen  your  own  wifdom  to  be 
but  folly:  "  I  am  more  brutiih  than  any  man,"  &c.  Self-righ- 
teoufnefr,  you  have  feen  it  to  be  nothing  hutjilthy  ragSy  faying^ 
\yith  the  apoftle,  **  Yea,  doubtlefs,' and  I  count  all  things  but 
lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift.'*  Seltfuffi- 
ciency  and  ftrength,  you  have  feen  it  to  be  emptincfs,  faying, 
•'  In  me  dwclleth  no  good  thing." 

2.  It  is  a  Chrift  exalting  faith,  it  fets  him  on  high :  "  To 
you  that  believe,  he  is  precious.  Whom  have  1  in  heaveh  but 
thee."  •  ■ 

3.  It  is  a  feeding  and  foulnourifliing  faith;  it  eats  the  fleih 
3nd  drinks  the  blood  of  the  Son  of  man.     Chrift  in  the  word 
of  grace  is  like  its  neceffary  food;  hence  it  is  that  the  Chriftian 
is  a  growing  creature,  he   *'increafes  with  the  increafe  of^ 
God-,"  like  a  "  new-bofn  babe,"  he  drinks  in  the  •^fincerir 
milk  of  the  word,"  and  fo  "  grows  thereby." 

4.  It  is  a  faith  that  works  by  loye.     It  views  the  glory  ofcr 
Chrift,  and  the  heart  follows  the  eye,  and  caufes  it  to  burn*- 
with  love   to  him,   and  defire  after  him.     And  this  love  t<^^ 
Chrift  makes  the  man  to  love  everything  that  pertains  to  him— ^ 
He  loves  his  word,  and  efteems  it  above  gold,  &c.     He  love^^ 
his  ordinances,  where  he  gets  fellowftiip  with  him  :  "  I  lov^^ 

the  habitation  of  thy  houfe,"  &c.     **  How  amiable  are  thy  ta 

bernacles.  Lord  God  of  holts!"  &c.  He  loves  his  ways  ^^ 
^'  Wildom's  ways  are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,"  &c.  He  love^^ 
his  people,  and  ail  that  have  the  Spirit  of  Jefus  :  **  By  this  vt^^ 
know  that  we  are  pafled  from  death  unto  life,  becaufe  w^^ 
love  the  brethren."  He  loves  the  very  crofs  of  Chrift  abov^^ 
the  plcafurfs  of  the  world,  like  Mofcs,  who  **  eftcemed  ih^^ 
reproach  of  Chrift  greater  riches  than  all  the  treafures  bW^ 
Egypt." 

-5s  It  is  a  fertile  or  a  fruitful  fai;h,  that  is  ay  exciting  the  man^^ 
^o  the  ftudy  of  holinefs  in  all  manner  of  converfation.  It  is  arrr - 
obedient  and  a  working  faith  \  for  **  fr^ith  without  works  i^^ 
dead."  As  works  without  faith  are  but  dead  works,  which  can — 
not  be  accepted  by  a  living  God;  fo  faith  without  works  is  bu^^ 
^  dead  faith;  which  will  foon  wither,  and  come  to  nought-^ 
'         '  particularlji-5:: 
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particularly  in  a  day  of  trial,  like  the  faith  of  the  ftony-ground 
hearers. 

Ufc  third  is  of  Exhortation.  And  my  only  exhortation 
is,  that  you  would  not  only  believe,  but  ftudy  to  have  a 
faith  that  will  infpire  you  with  that  courage  which  a£ted 
David  in  the  text,  when  he  faid,  Though  I  walk  through  the 
valley  rfthe  fbadow  of  deaths  I  will  fear  tw  evil.  And  to  excite 
your  Chri(liai>  fortitude  and  courage,  confidcr,  by  way  of  mo- 
tive, 

I.  That  the  day  we  live  in  requires  it.     The  winds  and  tide 
of  error  and  defc£lion  are  blowinj^  and  running  hard  ;  the  ju- 
dicatories of  the  church  are  (Iricken   with  fuch  a  fpiritual 
frenzy  and  madnefs,  that  inltead  of  acting  in  an  agreeablenefs 
to  the  truft  committed  to  them  by  the  Lord,  in  opppfing  er- 
ror and  corruption,  they  arc  patronizing  and  fctting  up  the 
right-hands  of  the  wicked,  and  oppofing  and  opprefling  all 
tlut  have  any  iliew  of  ferious  godiinefs,  or  that  open  a  mouth 
againft  the  courfes  of  defe£tion  they  are  engaged  in.  And  who 
knows  but  a  florm  may  be  at  the  door,  which  will  make  us  all 
to  ftaggcr  }  And  therefore  I  fay  it  is  needful. 

2.  Confider,  that  Chrift  was  bold  and  courageous  in  our 
caufe  \  and  (hall  not  we  be  bold  and  courageous  in  his  caufe  i 
•Sec  with  what  courage  he  takes  the  field,  If.  1.  &c. 

3.  Chrift,  the  Captain  of  our  falvation,  commands  and  re- 
quires his  followers  to  take  courage,  and  to  be  bold  in  him.  He 
Would  have  us  to  be  ftrong,  and  of  good  courage,  as  he  faid 
to  Jofhua :  "  Stand  faft  in  the  faith,  quit  yourfelves  like  men; 
and  be  ftrong  in  the  Lord,  and  in  the  power  of  his  might.*' 
When  their  fpirits  are  beginning  to  droop,  he  fays, "  Fear  not 
them  that  kill  the  body,*'  &c. 

4.  The  eye  of  our  great  Captain  and  General  is  upon  us, 
«nd  let  that  infpire  us  with  courage.  If  a  foldier  know  that 
hxs  captain  is  looking  on,  it  will  make  him  to  venture  upon 
death  and  danger.  Sirs,  he  that  is  invifible,  our  glorious  Lead- 
er and  Commander,  is  ftanding  by,  noticing  how  every  one  of 
us  acquit  ourfelves  in  our  warfare  with  fin,  Satan,  and  the 
yiorld  :  his  eyes  are  as  a  flame  of  fire,  fearching  Jcrufalem  as 
with  lighted  candles ;  and  (hould  not  this  infpire  us  with  cou- 
rage ?  As  it  is  a  pleafure  to  him  to  fee  his  foldiers  briflc  in  the 
day  of  battle,  fo  it  fenfihly  touches  and  wounds  him  when  they 
faint  and  go  back,  as  though  his  caufe  were  not  worth  the  con- 
tending for. 

5.  Take  courage,  believer,  for  the  caufe  is  good.  You 
fight  for  the  honour  of  your  God,  for  his  precious  truths,  and 
for  •«  the  liberty  where\vith  Chrift  hath  made  his  p<;opIe  free  ;" 
yea,  for  the  defence  9f  every  thing  that  is  valuable  to  ovx^^ds^^ 
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:|nd  our  pofterlty.    The  liberties  and  privilege^  of  tbe  church 

and  kingdom  of  Chrift  in  this  land  have  been  handed  down 

to  us  at  the  cxpence  of  the  bloqd  of  Chrtll,  9nd  the  blood  or 

many  of  his  qoartyrs ;  and  (hall  y^e  not  take  courage  to  n(iaia« 

tain  and  defend  what  has  been  tranfmitted -to  us  9t  fucb  a  dear 

rate? 

0.  The  enemy  is  hut  weak',  and  a  courageous  ftaqd  will 
make  them  to  give  way.  "  Kefift  the  devil,  and  he  will  flee 
from  you ;"  fo  refift  his  cmiffsries,  that  are  carrying  on  9 
courfe  of  defcftipn,  and  thpy  >ill  give  hack  \  or  put  then>  to 
fuch  a  (\and,  that  they  will  be  at  their  wits  end*  as  we  fee  i\ 
was  with  thp  Jewifli  ?ourt,  ASs  iv.  &c.  You  know,  wbcji 
Gqiiarh  was  flain  by  David,  the  heart  of  the  Philiitine^  fail- 
ed  them,  and  they  (i^d.  Sirs,  Goliath  is  fl4ip  by  Cbrift-)  h^ 
•'  through  death  hath  deftroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of 
^eathi"  and  thf^refore  a  noble  ftand  agaiuft  his  armies  wiU  fooa 
difpirit  them.  . 

7.  Take  couragCi  believer,  for  Jehovah,  God,  Father,  Soi|, 
^qd  Holy  Ghoit,  13  oq  your  head,  Mic.  ii*  at  the  clofe*  And^ 
if  everkfting  (Irength  be  on  your  Qde,  if^bac  have  you  to  fear  r 
Pfal.  *lvi.  g^q. 

8.  The  viftory  is  furc.  The  fpoils  arc  already  iq  the  hand 
of  our  glorious  Genera^  and  he  has  promifed  tp  give  the  vic- 
tory to  all  tha(  arp  faithful  unto  the  death  in  cleaving  to  him 
;^nd  his  way  \  and  therefore  up  the  heart.  You  fee  what  a 
train  of  promifes  are  n^ade  to  the  overcon^prs,  Rev.  ii.  &  iii. 

I  conclude  with  a  few  advices,  in  order  to  your  being  forti- 
fied with  Chuftian  courage  againd  the  (hadows  of  death  that 
may  caft  up  in  your  way  through  the  wildemefs. 

I.  Take  care  that  your  covenant  with  htl),  and  your  agree- 
ment with  death,  be  broken^  and  that  yo\i  be  really  fettled  by 
faith  upon  the  foundation  that  Gpd  has  laid  in  Zion.  O  fee 
that  you  be  not  building  upon  any  foundation  of  fand  with  rp- 
fpe£i  to  your  eternal  concerns,  but  that  you  be  really  built  upon 
t^c  reck  Jefus  Chrift^  fpr  "  another  foundation  can  no  man  lay, 
than  that  is  laid,  which  is  Jefus  Chrifl."  You  may  read  to  this 
purpofe,  Matth.  vii.  24—27.  where  you  fee,  that  there  are  but 
two  founda^ionb  that  all  men  are  building  their  hope  of  falva- 
tion  ppon,  either  upon  the  rock,  or  upon  the  fand.  Chrift  himfelf 
is  the  rock  i  and  all  other  things  elfe,  whether  general  ipercy, 
felf  righteoufnef  ,  common  graces  or  attainments,  they  are  but 
foundations  of  f.md.  And  you  fee  alio,  that  when  ilorms  of 
trouble  blow,  the  houfe  built  upon  the  rock  (lands  the  fhocki 
but  the  houfe  built  upon  the  fand  falls,  and  *^  great  is  the  fall 
pf  it."  And  therefore  my  advice  unto  you,  in  order  to  your 
{^andi^g  when  ftorms  blow  that  h^ve  the  ihadows  of  death  in 
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theihi  is.  For  tlie  Lord's  fake,  take  care  that  the  foundation  b^ 
well  laid  upon  Chrift,  fo  that  je  be  joined  to  him  by  the  bond 
of  faith  of  God*8  operation;  receire  him,  and  reft  upon  him,  at 
**  made  of  God  unto  you  (finners)  wifdom*  righteoufnefd» 
fandtficationf  and  redemption." 

2.  Study  not  only  to  have  faith  in  the  habit,  but  to  ha?6 
faith  in  a  continual  exercife ;  for  faith,  like  the  fpring  of  i 
Watch,  fets  all  the  other  wheels.  I  mean,  the  other  graces  of 
the  fpirit,  a-going  ;  fuch  as,  love,  repentance,  fear,  hope,  pai 
tience,  and  joy  in  the  Lord :  and  while  thefe  are  kept  in  ex* 
ercife,  there  is  no  fear,  though  the  (hadows  of  death  fhould 
ftretcb  themfclves  over  us.  Hence  the  apoftle  exhorts  Chri- 
ftians  "  aboTe  all  to  take  the  (hield  of  faith,"  Kph.  vi.  16.  bc- 
caofe  afi  depends  upon  the  grace  of  faith,  which  itfelf  depends 
tpon  Chrift:  "  I  can  do  all  things  (fays  Paal)  through  Chrift 
ftrengthening  me/'  Faith  fpeaks  like  a  litrle  omnipotent  ; 
faith  is  a  viAorious  grace,  that  overcomes  the  world,  and  all 
difficulties  in  its  way.  By  faith  it  was  that  thefe  worthies,  Hcb. 
ii.  did  wonders;  by  faith  they'**  quenched  the  violence  of  fire, 
turned  to  flight  the  armies  of  the  aliens,  and  raifed  the  dead 
Outof  thegr.ive-,"  by  faith  they  "  endured  cruel  mockings  and 
fcourgings,"  &c.  When  created  comforts  cvani(h,  riches,  re- 
lations, pleafures ;  well,  in  that  cafe,  faith  will  look  to  the 
Lord,  and  have  a  refpeft  to  the  holy  One  of  Ifracl ;  when  fenfc 
can  find  nothing  to  ftay  upon,  all  props  are  withdrawn,  faith 
will  ftay  itfelf  upon  the  Lord ;  when  the  promife  feems  to  fail, 
faith  will  wait,  and  not  make  hafte ;  when  the  ftrength  of  crea- 
ted grace  begins  to  fail,  faith  will  ftay  and  lit  down  upon  ever- 
lafting  ftrength.  If.  xxvi.  3.  So  then,  ftudy  to  have  faith  in  ex- 
ercife. 

3.  Study  to  get  your  hearts  ftecled  with  Chriftlan  fortitude 
and  courage,  which  is  the  natural  fruit  of  thar  fairh  which 
"  Worketh  by  love."  We  have  a  noble  pattern  of  this,  in  the 
glorious  Captain  of  falvation,  whofe  followers  wc  are  called  to 
DC,  particularly  in  a  fufFering  lot:  he  "  fet  his  face  like  a 
flint,*  and  challenges  all  his  enemies  to  encounter  him,  If.  1. 
**  He  is  near  that  hclpeth,  who  will  contend  with  me  ?"  &c. 
Paul  followed  his  Matter's  example,  when  he  was  told  that 
honds  and  affiiBions  did  abide  him,  Afts  xx.  24.  he  anfwers, 
**None  of  thefe  things  move  me  :  I  am  ready  not  to  be  bound 
only,  but  to  die,"  &c.  And  when  he  was  to  appear  before 
that  cruel  monfter  Nero,  and  no  man  to  own  him,  or  ftand  by 
him,  yet  he  ftands  his  ground,  refolving  rather  to  die  on  the 
fpot,  than  diflionourably  to  recede  from  his  principles  and  pro- 
feiiion.   What  holy  courage  breathes  here  in  the  words  of  Da« 

vid. 
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vid,  Tea^  though  I  walk  through  the  valley  ofthejbadow  ofdedthi 
I  HvHlfear  no  evil^  &c. 

4.  Another  advice  I  give  you  is  this,  Study  to  get  rid  of  tho 
idol  of  felf;  felf-righteoufnefs,  felf-wifdoait  felf-fufficiency. 
•*  If  any  man  will  be  my  difciple,  let  him  deny  himfelf^  and 
take  up  his  crofs,  and  follow  me."  The  prcvalency  of  felf  was 
the  forerunner  of  Peter^s  fall ;  **  Though  all  men  fhould  deny 
thee,  yet  fo  will  not  I.'*  He  was  too  confident  of  his  created 
grace  and  ftrength  ;  and  the  Lord,  in  order  to  humble  him, 
and  unbottom  him  from  this  kind  of  confidence,  will  let  hini 
fall  into  a  mire  of  fin,  and  deny  him  in  the  hour  of  tempta- 
tion, at  the  voice  of  a  filly  maid.  There  are  two  things  where- 
inthe  ftrength  of  the  Chriftian  lies,  (i.)  Self-diffidence.  (2.) 
Confidence  in  the  Lord.  If  thefe  two  be  maintained,  they 
will  make  the  believer  ftand,  when  the  darkeft  fhadows  of 
death  are  round  about  him.  "  We  are  not  fufficicnt  of  our- 
felves  to  think  any  thing  as  of  ourfelves,  but  our  fufficiency  is 
of  the  Lord."  This  is  juft  the  way  and  work  of  faith  ;ic 
travels  between  felf-emptinefs  and  all  fulnefs,  between  felt 
guiltinefs  and  cverlafting  righteoufnefs,  between  felf-weakncf$ 
and  evcrlafting  ftrength :  hence  David,  **  I  will  go  in  the 
ftrength  of  the  Lord,  making  mention  of  thy  righteoufnefo, 
even  of  thine  only.'* 

5.  Study  to  get  your  heart  weaned  from,  and  mortified  to, 
the  world,  and  all  the  fading  intereils  and  enjoyments  thereof. 
The  world  is  a  dead  weight  upon  the  foul,  efpecially  in  a  day 
of  trial,  where  the  love  of  it  has  the  afcendant  and  prevalency 
in  the  heart ;  hence  we  are  told,  that  Demas  forfook  Paul,  and 
the  profeffion  of  Chriftianity,  by  having  loved  this  prefcnt 
world ;  "  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is 
not  in  him."  And  if  the  love  of  the  Father  be  not  in  us,  it  is 
impoffible  we  can  ftand  in  a  ftiaking  day.  There  are  thefe 
things  in  the  world  that  we  ftiould  ftudy  to  be  mortified  unco, 
in  order  to  our  ftanding  in  a  time  of  trial. 

ift^  Our  worldly  eftates  and  riches.  "  The  love  of  money  is 
the  root  of  all  evil,  which  while  fome  have  coveted,  they  have 
erred  from  the  faith,"  &c.  O  what  a  fcandal  is  it  to  Chriftia- 
nity, to  fee  men  profeffing  Chrift  and  Chriftianity,  fo  wedded 
to  the  world,  and  the  perilhing  riches  of  it !  In  order  to  our 
getting  it  under  our  feet,  let  us  view  it  in  the  light  wherein 
God  has  fet  it  to  us  in  his  word  ;  his  verdi6t  of  thin^^s  is  the 
trueft  -,  and  if  we  believe  him,  alt  that  is  in  it  is  mere  **  vanity, 
vanity  of  vanities,"  &c.  Let  us  contemplate  things  above,  and 
look  at  things  not  feen,  &c.  What  will  it  appear  when  we  are 
a  little  beyond  death  ? 

2dlyi  Let  us  ftudy  to  be  mortified  to  out  worldly  credit,  out 

V.  namCj 
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ttime  and  reptttation  in  the  world.  It  commonlf  goes  very  near 
tiS|  and  it  was  among  the  iharpeft  of  trials  that  the  worthies 
met  with,  Heb.  %u  when  they  endored  '<  the  trial  of  cruel 
mocking.''  It  is  no  eafy  thing  to  proud  nature  to  have  out 
name  and  reputation  torn  by  reproach,  and  caft  out  as  evil  s 
yet,  I  fay,  if  we  would  (land  in  a  day  of  trial,  wc  mud  lay  our 
worldly  name  and  credit  at  the  feet  of  Chrift.  He  was  con« 
tent  to  have  his  *'  name,  which  is  above  every  name,''  blacks 

tcned  with  reproach  for  us  ;  he  was  called  '*  a  blafphemer,  a 
wine-bibber,  a  friend  of  publicans  and  finners,''  an  effe£ler  of 
popularity,  yea,  a  de^l :  but  ^^  he  endured  the  crofs,  and 
defpifed  ue  fhame  of  it.'*  Sirs,  let  vs  remember  that  we  are 
neither  to  ftand  or  fall  according  to  the  world's  verdidl  of  us: 
^  It  18  a  fmall  thing  for  me  to  be  judged  of  men  :  he  tiut 
judgeth  me  is  the  Loid."  Let  us  remember,  that  there  is  a 
veal  glory  in  bearing  reproach  for  Chrift  and  his  caufe:  Mofes 
"eftecmed  the  reproach  of  Chrift  greater  riches  than  all  the 
treafurcs  of  Egypt.'* 

idly^  Let  us  ftudy  to  be  mortified  to  worldly  eafe,  quiet,  and 
iibcity.  Paul  lays  his  account  with  '^  bonds  for  the  name  of 
Chrift.'*  Sirs,  what  the  matter  of  being,  like  Paul  and  Silas^ 
ftut  up  in  a  dungeon  for  Chrift,  and  under  chains,  if  his  pre- 
fence  be  with  us,  as  it  was  with  them  ?  &c.  A  prifon  has 
been  hanfelled  by  the  moft  eminent  of  the  faints  now  in  glo* 
>7,  Jen  xxxii.  Matth.  iv.  la.  A(ki  v.  i3.  But  God  ioofed  his 
prifoners,  and  fet  them  free  at  length.  Commonly,  when  men 
arc  cruel,  the  Lord  is  kind  :  he  "  looks  down  from  heaven,  to 
liear  the  fighing  and  groanings  of  his  prifoners,"  &c.  A  pri- 
A>n  or  confinement  by  men  if  not  hell;  men  have  their  prifons, 
^nd  God  has  hia.  We  read  of  thefe  who  finned  in  the  days  of 
^oab,  that  are  now  in  the  prifon  of  hell,  i  Pet.  iii.  19.;  that  is 
^  terrible  prifon  indeed,  no  relief  there:  little  hazard  of  men's 
Prifons,  if  that  be  all  the  heli  we  are  to  endure. 

d^thl^  Let  us  ftudy  to  get  our  afi^^Vions  mortified  even  to 

^Jie  inordinate  love  of  life.     This  indeed  is  a  hard  le£lure  v 

y^t  it  is  a  le<£iure  that  we  muft  learn,  if  we  be  the  followers 

^f  Chrift,  when  a  day  of  trial  comes.     Sirs,  if  ever  you  took 

^w  with  Chrift  the  Captain  of  falvation,  you  have  laid  your 

*^ives  at  his  feet,  and  all  the  comforts  of  lite  to  be  dtfpofed  of 

^y.him,  &c.     Die  we  muft  one  time  or  other,  and  we  can 

^cver  part  with  it  more  honourably  than  in  the  caufe  of  Chril^, 

^c.     Chrift  parted  with  his  valuable  )ife  for  us,  and  fhall  we 

tp^'C  ^^^  poor  mifcrable  life  for  him  ?     Again,  think  what  a 

*tfe  of  glory  you  enter  into,  when  you  lay  down  your  life  for 

^is  caufe,  &c. 

6.  In  order  to  our  being  prepared  for  encountering  the 
Vol.  IL  K  k  Ihadow^ 
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ihadows  of  death,  fccurc  thefc  three  good  things,  and  thane  ift^ 
no  fear  ;  a  good  God,  a  good  caufe^  and  a  good  confcience. 

i)?.  Secure  the  ptefencc  of  a  reconciled  God  in  Chrifb  It 
was  the  faith  of  this,  that  made  David  fo  bold  here  in  the 
text :  Though  1  walkthrbugh  the  valley^  &c.  His  pronnfe  is  fare 
'*  T  will  never  leave  thee,  nor  forfake  thee,"  &c.  "  When  thot» 
pafleft  through  the  waters,  I  will  be  with  thee,*'  &c.  Let 
faith  faflcn  on  his  word,  and  fay,  "  This  God  is  my  God  for 
ever  and  ever,  and  he  (hall  be  niy  guide  even  unto  death." 

2^//y,  Secure  a  good  caufe.  It  is  a  miferable  hearUefs  thing^ 
for  a  man  to  fufFer  as  an  evil-doer,  to  fufFer  as  a  bufy.body  in; 
other  men's  matters  ;  but  to  fufFer  for  Chrift,  for  the^odrine^ 
difcipline,  worfhip,  and  government  of  his  houfe,  to  faffer  for 
his  members,  or  for  cleaving  unto  the  leaft  of  his  truths,  is- 
comfortable  ^and  creditable;  and  we  are  to  "  account  it  all  joy^ 
when  we  fall  into  divers  temptations"  and  trials  on  this  account^ 
even  though  but  the  lead;  hoof  of  divine. truth  be  concerned ;' 
for  better  heaven  and  earth  were  unhinged,  than  one  jot  or 
title  of  the  truth  of  God  be  fufFered  to  fall  to  the  ground. 

3^/y,  Secure  a  good  confcience .  to  bear  you  company ;  for- 
this  is  like  a  bird  in  the  bofom,  that  makes  the  countenance 
glad,  even  when  ftorms  blow  hard  from  without.  "  This  is 
our  rejoicing,  the  teftimony  of  our  confcience,"  &c.  And,  in 
order  to  your  having  a  good  confcience,  get  it  fprinklcd  with 
the  blood  of  the  Lamb,  and  keep  at  the  greateft  diftance  from 
every  thing  that  may  defile  it,  even  though  it  Ihould  offend  the 
whole  world  in  fo  doing. 

7.  Keep  your  eyes  fixed  upon  Jefus  as  our  glorious  pattern, 
and  fee  him  within  the  veil,  with  the  fpoils  of  hell  in  his  hand, 
Heb.  xii.  2.  "  Let  us  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  fct  be- 
fore us,  looking  unto  Jefus,"  &c.  View  him  as  the  renowned 
Captain  of  falvation,  coming  from  Edom.     Eye  him, 

i^.  As  our  Redeemer  that  has  fatisfied  jufticc  for  U5.  So  did 
Job;  "I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liveth,"  &c.  This  put  him 
in  cafe  to  look  death  and  the  grave  In  the  face. 

^dly^  Eye  Jiini  as  your  Leader,  and  the  Captain  of  falvation 
made  perfefl  through  fufferings.  He  did  wade  a  fea  of  blood 
and  wrath,  and  he  is  now  on  the  other  fide,  crying,  "  fear  not; 
for  1  was  dead,  and  am  alive." 

^dly.  Eye  him  as  your  head  of  influence,  and  wait  for  fup- 
plies  of  grace  from  him  ;  for  he  will  not  be  wanting  to  give 
cut  life  and  (Irength  to  his  members,  as  he  has  fervice  for  them, 
&c* 

Laftly^  Eye  him  as  a  head  of  government,  having  all  power 

in  heaven  and  in  earth  in  his  hand,  for  the  benefit  of  his  myf- 

tical  body ;  for  this  will  make  you  fing  in  tlie  midil  of  tribula- 

..  .  tion. 
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%ion,  fayingi  "  The  Lord  liveth,  and  blcffed  be  my  rock  :  and 
let  the  God  of  niy  falvation  be  exalted.  The  Lord  (hall  rcigii 
for  ever,  even  thy  God,  O  Zion,  unto  all  generations.  Selah." 
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THE  SOX-EMNITY  OF  CHRIST'S  ASCENSION  TO 
THE  THRONE  OF  GLORY. 


BEING  THE  SUBSTANCE  OF  TWO  SERMONS, 

BREACHED  AT  THE  CELEBRATION  OF  THE  LORD's  SUPPER  Ar 
ABERNETHYj  APRIL  28.  1734* 

PsAL,  xlvii.  S^^God  is  gone  up  with  ajhout^  the  Lord  with  the 
found  of  a  trumpet. 

THE  FIRST  SERMON    ON   THIS  TEXT. 

THIS  pfalm  feems  to  have  been  conipofed  upon  the  occa- 
(ion  of  that  great  folemnity,  of  carrying  up  the  ark 
from  the  hoiife  of  Obed-edom  unto  the  city  of  Zion ;  the  hif- 
^ory  of  which  we  have,  2  Sam.  vi«  and  i  Chron.  xiii.  6.  But 
^a  Zion  was  a  type  of  the  church,  and  the  ark  a  type  of  Chrift ; 
fb  this  has  plainly  a  refpef):  unto  the  afcenfion  of  Chriit  unto 
f^caven,  and,  as  a  conftquence  and  fruit  thereof,  to  the  fpread- 
'ng  and  enlargement  of  his  kingdom  in  all  parts  and  nations 
^f  the  world. 

The  pfalm  begins  with  an  exhortation  to  praife,  ver.  i.  **  O 
clap  your  hands,  all  ye  people,  (hout  unto  God  with  the  voice 
of  triumph."  The  party  exhorted  is,  **  all  ye  people  ;"  not 
Only  all  the  tribes  of  Ifrael,  but  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  are 
concerned  in  this  common  Saviour  and  his  falvation  ;  und 
therefore  all  are  exhorted  to  join  in  this  triumph,  of  celebra* 
ting  the  glory  of  our  Redeemer.  And  they  are  exhorted  to 
flap  their  hands,  and  fliout  with  the  voice  of  triumph,  like 
men  in  a  tranfport  that  cannot  contain  themfelves.  Clapping 
of  the  hands,  and  fhouting  upon  any  folemn  occafion,  is  a 
token  of  approbation.    £vcry  foul  that  hears  of  Chriit,  ihoul4 

approve 
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approve  of  the  device  of  Infinite  Wifdom  through  him  :  ^'Thk 
is  a  faithful  faying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,''  &c.  A  to- 
ken of  joy  and  pleafure.  Chriil  is  the  joy  and  pleafure  of  hit 
Father  ;  and  he  is  alfo  the  joy  of  all  the  redeen[ied,  they  arc 
]\i?i  "  gladded  with  his  countenance,"  as  the  expreffion  is^ 
Pfal.  xxi.^6.  A  token  of  admiration  and  wonder*  God  ma- 
xiifefted  in  the  fiefh,  is  the  wonder  of  angels,  and  the  admi* 
ration  of  all  the  faints,  both  in  the  phurch  militant  and  trium- 
phant.    .  » 

Now  follows  fome  confideratlons  to  indi^ce  9nd  engage  all 
people  to  praife  and  gratitude. 

1.  Our  Redeemer  is  to  be  praifedi  becaufc  of  the  awful  ma- 
jefty  of  God  that  is  in  him :  "  The  Lord  mod  high  is  terrible.'^ 
But,  fay  you,  is  this  matter  of  praife  ?  Anfw.  It  is  great  mat* 
ter  of  praife  that  our  Redeemer  is  none  other  than  the  mod 
high  God,  who  ftrikes  terror  yppn  the  ppwer§  of  jiell ;  he 
comes  to  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpent,  and  through  death  toi 
deftroy  him  that  had  the  power  of  death )  he  is  terrible  to  al| 
the  wicked  enemies  of  his  church  ^nd  people;  for  **Tic  ciittetli 
oflF  the  fpirits  of  princes,  and  is  terrjble  to  the  kings  of  the 
earth/'  Is  it  not  nftatter  of  praife  untp  the  churchy  to  have  thif 
God  for  our  God,  for  our  everlafting  friend  ? 

2.  He  is  a  fovereign  Lord,  and  his  dominion  is  uniyerfal  \ 
^^  he  is  a  great  King  over  all  the  earth."  His  kingdom  is  fo 
cxtenfive,  that  it  reaches  from  fea  tp  fea,  and  from  the  river 
unto  the  ends  of  the  earth,  according  to  the  promife  made  to 
him  by  his  Father^  *^  I  will  give  him  the  Heathen  for  his  inhei 
ritance,"&c.  '  ^ 

3.  He  is  to  be  praifed  for  the  honour  andviQory  that  he  givea 
unto  all  his  ranfomed':  "He  will  (vcr.  3.)  fubdue  the  people 
under  us,  and  the  nations  under  our  feet  5"  i.  e,  through  hin» 
we  fhall  be  conquerors,  yea,  "more  than  conquerors;"  in  him 
we  (hall  "  rule  the  nations  with  a  rod  of  iron>"  according  tp 
what  we  have,  Pfal.  c;iclix. 

4.  He  is  to  be  praifed  for  the  pleafant  portion  and  goodly 
heritage  that  he  beftoWs  upon  all  his  true  Ifrael :  ver.  4.  "  He 
fhall  choofe  our  inheritance  for  us,  the  excellency  of  Jacpb 
whom  he  loved  ;"  u  e,  he  will  order  every  thing  in  our  lot  in 
the  world,  to  his  glory  and  our  good;  and,  which  is  beft  of  all| 
he  himfelf  will  be  our  portion  for  ever,  when  flefti  and  heart 
fails ;  and  this  is  "  an  inheritance  that  is  incorruptible^  unde- 
filed,  and  which  fadcih  not  away." 

5.  He  is  to  be  praifed  upon  the  account  of  his  triumphant 
afccnfion  to  heaven  in  our  nature,  the  views  of  which  juft  fill 
the  church  here  with  tranfport  of  wonder  and  praife ;  ver.  5. 
6.  7.  God  is  gone  up  'with  ajhoui^  &c. 

It 
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It  lis  tKe  (irft  part  of  ver  5.  that  I  defign  to  infiil  upon^  God 
is  gone  up  nmth  a  Jbout.    Where  notice, 

I.  The  gbrious  and  awful  name  and  charafier  of  our  Re* 
jdeemer  (  he  k  Gods  i.  e.  God,  not  abfolutely  or  effentiall7 
conGdered,  for  in  this  refpe£l  be  cannot  properly  be  faid  to  go 
up,  or  come  down  s  but  it  is  God  in  our  nature,  in  the  pcrfon  of 
the  Son,  God  manifefted  in  the  fleih ;  that  God  who  is  the 
object  of  all  praife  and  adoration,  ver.  6.  \  that  God  who  is 
**  king  over  ail  the  earth,**  ver.  7  ;  that  God  who  "  reigncth 
over  the  heathen,"  and  who  *'  fittcth  upon  the  throne  of  his 
Minefs,"  ver.  8. ;  *'  the  God  of  Abraham,  to  whom  all  the 
(hields  of  the  earth  do  belong  i"  it  is  that  fame  God  that  is  gone 
pp  vfith  ajbput.  Who  dares  to  wear  that  great  name,  but  only 
he  who  is  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thinks  it  no  robbery  to 
be  eqnftl  with  God  ?  Among  other  winds  that  are  blowing  at 
this  day  in  the  valley  of  vifion,  the  wind  of  blafphemy  againlt 
4  glorious  Trinity,  and  particularly  blafphemy  againft  our  glo« 
fious  Emmanuel,  blows  very  hard.  I  fear  there  are  more  in 
this  land,  that  are  carried  of  with  the  wind  of  that  deteftable 
Arian  herefy,  than  we  are  aware  of;  and  therefore  it  con- 
cerns all  that  love  the  Lord  Jefus,  to  think  and  fpeak  honour^ 
ably  of  him,  and  to  be  eftabliftied  in  the  faith  of  his  fupreme 
Und  felf-exi(lent  Deityi  you  fee  here  how  honourably  the  church 
fpeaks  of  him,  with  a  view  to  his  afcending  in  our  naturcj' 
God  Is  gone  vp  with  ajbout,  the  Lord  (or  Jehovah)  with  the  found 
if  a  irumpft. 

2.  Notice  his  afcenfion  and  exaltation  ;  he  is  gone  up.  This 
plainly  alludes  unto  the  carrying  up  of  the  ark  to  the  hill  of 
Zion,  which  was  done  with  great  folemnity  ;  the  ark  being 
the  indituted  token  of  God's  fpecial  prefence  among  them ; 
its  being  carried  from  the  houfe  of  Obed-edom,  where  it  had 
reiyained  in  obfcurity,  to  the  high  hill  of  Zion,  did  typify 
the  afcenfion  of  Chrift  unto  mount  Zion,  the  heavenly  Jeru- 
falem  aboye,  from  this  Iowcd  world,  where  his  divine  glory  had 
peen  edipfed  for  about  three  and  thirty  years. 

3.  In  the  words  we  have  the  folemnity  of  Chrift's  afcenfion  ; 
he  is  gone  up  nvith  a  Jboutj  and  with  the  found  of  a  trumpet. 
When  the  ark  was  carried  up  unto  mount  Zion,  David  dan- 
ced before  it,  and  the  pricfts  blew  with  their  trumpets,  and 
the  people  huzzaed  and  (houted  for  joy.  Indeed,  when  Chrift 
afcended  into  heaven,  we  do  not  tead  of  any  fuch  (houting  or 
founding  among  the  inhabitants  of  this  lower  WQidd ;  but 
there  was  a  great  and  glorious  folemnity  among  angels,  and  the 
fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfeft.  The  pfaimift  fpeaks  of  the 
folemnity  of  Chrift's  afcenfion  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
invifible  world,  Pfal.  Uviii.  *\  The  chariots  of  God  are  twenty 
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thoufand,  even  thoufands  of  angels :  the  Lord  i$  ill  the  midfl  of 
them  as  in  Sinai.  Thou  haft  afcended  up  on  high,"  &c.  And 
it  is  thought  by  the  judicious  Owen,  that  in  the  5th  chapter  of 
the  Revelation,  it  is  the  folemnity  of  Chirift's  afcenfion  to  the 
throne  of  glory  that  is  fpoken  of,  ver.  11. — 14.  "  I  beheld^ 
and  I  heard  the  voice  of  many  angels  round  about  the  throne : 
and  the  number,**  Sec.  Oh  1  Sirs,  we  generally  think  little 
of  Chrift*s  afcenfion  ;  and  indeed  it  made  little  noife  here  be- 
low :  but  it  made  a  great  noife  in  the  other  world,  and  will 
make  heaven  to  ring  with  (houts  of  praifc  through  an  endlefs 
eternity.  But  I  do  not  infift  further  upon  the  explication  of 
the  words. 

Observe,  "  That  the  afcenfion  of  Chrift  unto  heaven,  or  his 
afcenfion  unto  the  throne  of  glory,  is  great  matter  of  joy  and 
triumph  'both  in  the  church  militant  and  triumphant,"  (viz.) 
Here  it  is  told  us  as  matter  of  praife  and  triumph,  even  to  us. 
who  are  yet  in  a  militant  ftate,  that  God^  in  our  nature,  if 
gone  tip  nvith  a  Jbouty  and  the  Lord  with  the  found  of  a  trumpets 
and  therefore  the  exhortation  follows,  "Sing  praifes  to  God^ 
£ng  praifes  :  fing  praifes  unto  our  King,  fing  praifes."  We 
are  called  to  join  in  the  folemnity.  O  njoice  in  an  exalted 
Chrift,  "  ye  righteous  :  and  ftiout  for  joy,  all  ye  that  arc  up* 
right  in  heart.'* 

Here,  through  j^ace,  T  would, 

I.  confirm  the  truth  of  the  dodrine,  that  God  in  our  nature 
is  afcended.  ' 

II.  I  would  inquire  what  isfuppofed  or  implied  in  that  ex- 
preflion  of  his  afcenfion,  he. is  gone  up, 

III.  I  would  fpcak  a  little  of  the  folemnity  of  his  up-going, 
implied  in  his  going  up  nvith  ajhouty  and  nuith  the  found  of  a 
trumpet* 

IV.  I  would  make  it  evident,  that  his  going  up  is  indeed  a 
matter  of  joy  and  triumph  unto  all  that  believe  it,  whether  in 
the  yifible  or  inyifihje  world,  in  the  church  militant  or  tri- 
umphant. 

V.  Make  fome  application  of  the  whole. 

I.  Thtfrjl  thing  is,  to  prove  the  truth  of  this  do^rine*  And 
there  are  two  things  to  be  proved.  1.  That  Chrift  is  gone  up 
or  afcended.  2.  That  diis  is  matter  of  triumph  and  joy  to  the 
church  militant  and  triumphant. 

As  to  the  frji  of  thefe,  that  Chrift  is  aftually  afcended,  or 
that  God  is  gone  up  in  our  nature. 

I.  This  was  typified  under  the  Old  Teftament  by  the  ark, 
ifrhich  continued  iu  a  wandering  uncertain  condition^  as  to  the 

place 
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pkcc  of  its  abodC)  till  at  lengthy  as  you  heard,  it  was  taken  up 
if}  mount  Zion,  and  fixed  in  that  fecret  place  of  the  temple, 
called  **  the  holy  of  holies,"  which  typified  the  higheft  heavens 
into<«which  Chrift  is  now  entered  in  our  nature.  This  wns  alfo 
typified  by  J^feph,  who,  after  he  had  been  fold  by  his  brethren, 
carried  into  Egypt  like  a  (lave,  unjuftly  call  into  prifon»  and 
laid  under  fetters  of  iron,  was  taken  from  prifon,  exalted  in  the 
court  of  Pharaoh,  having  the  whole  government  of  the  king- 
dom devolved  upon  him,  veiled  with  fuch  abfolute  authority,- 
Uiat  he  bound  their  nobles  with  fetters  of  iron  at  his  pleafure, 
Qvery  one  bowing  the  knee  before  him*  See  how  this  anfwers 
&e  antitype,  Phil.  ii.  6.—  1 1. 

.  2.  Chrid's  triumphant  afcenfion  was  not  only  typified,  but 
{oretold  by  the  prophet.  Pfal.  cx«  we  a/e  told,  that  he  fhould  fit 
on  his  Father's  righuhand^  and  after  he  had  "  drunk  of  the 
brook  in  the  way,  he  (hould  lift  up  the  head,*'  -and  be  veiled 
ivith  fuch  power  and  authority,  as  to  ^*  (Irike  through  kings  in 
die  day  of  hi^  wrath,  and  wound  the  heads  of  his  enemies  over 
many  nations."  In  a  word,  all  the  prophets  prophefied  of  his 
refurredlion  and  exaltation,  how  he  was  firll  '^  to  fuflFer,  and 
then  to  enter  into  his  glory." 

•  3.  This  is  further  evident  from  the  teftimony  of  famous  wit- 
sefles.  A£l3  i.  we  are  told,  that  when  Chrid  h:id  led  the 
difciples .  out  of  Jerufaleip  to  mount  Olivet,  while  he  was 
talking  with  them  about  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom,  after  he 
had  inftrufted  them  as  to  their  management  in  thefc  matters, 
be  was  taken  up  into  heaven,  and  a  cloud  received  him  out  of 
their  fight ;  and  thereupon  two  of  his  glorious  retinue,  cloth- 
ed in  white,  whom  he  had  on  purpofe  left  behind  to  comfort 
his  difciples,  fay  to  them,  ver.  1 1.  **  Ye  men  of  Galilee,  why 
Hand  ye  gazing  up  into  heaven  ?  this  fame  Jefus  which  is  ta- 
ken up  from  you  into  heaven,  (hall  fo  cpme,  in  like  manner 
as  ye  have  feen  him  go  into  heaven."  We  have  this  f^me 
truth  attcfted  by  the  proto-martyr  Stephen,  A6ls  vii,  55.  0. 
v^hile  (landing  before  the  JewiQi  council,  hebting  filled  with 
the  Holy  Ghod,  his  face  (liining  like  the  face  of  an  angel, 
cries  out,  •*  Behold,  I  fee  the  heavens  opened,  and  the  Son 
of  man  (landing  on  the  right  hand  of  God  *,"  and  Paul  tells 
us,  that  "  he  was  feen  of  him  alfo,  as  of  one  born  out  of  due 
feafon." 

^  4'  This  is  further  confirmed  from  many  plcafant  texts  of 
scripture,  Heb.i.  3 — iv.  14. — viii.  .. — xii.  2.  and  many  oth::r 
places,  where  we  read  of  his  being  •^  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Majelty  on  high." 

5.  This  appears  from  the  glorious  fruits  and  confequ^nces 
Qf  his  a£lual  accelTion  to  the  throne  of  glory,  which  have  ap- 
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peared  in  the  open  view  of  all  mankind.  If  he  be  not  gofie  ttp^ 
and  adually  veiled  virith  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earthi 
whence  was  it  that  the  fpirit  was  poured  down  from  on  hig[h 
in  fuch  a  miraculous  way  and  manner  at  Pentecoft,  Ads  ii« 
like  the  rufiiing  of  a  mighty  wind,  reding  on  each  of  the 
apoftl<-8  like  clcJven  tongues  of  fire  ?  Whence  came  the  gift  erf 
tongues,  whereby  the  illiterate  fi(hermen,  who  knew  no  lan- 
guage but  their  mother  tongue,  were  enabled  to  fpeak  with 
the  greateft  volubility  all  manner  of  languages  ?  Surely  this 
power  firom  on  high  eame  down  from  him  who  had  gone  up 
with  a  {hout,  that  they  might  be  in  a  capacity,  accord:ing  to 
the  commiffion  they  had  received  from  him,  to  "go  and  teac^ 
all  nations"  the  knowledge  of  the  myfteries  oJF  falvation  through 
him,  and  particularly  that  he  who  '^  was  dead,  waa  now  alive, 
and  Kveth  for  evermore  j"  and  that  be  *<  had  the  keys  of  hell 
and  of  death.** 

Whence  came  the  gift  of  miracles,  the  opening  the  eyes  of 
the  blind,  the  unftopping  the  ears  oS  the  deaf,  their  healing 
the  fick,  and  raifing  the  dead,  and  the  like  excellent  figna  and 
wonckrs  which  were  wrought  by  the  hands  of  the  apoftles  and 
difciples,  of  which  we  read  in  the  Afts  of  the  apoftles  ?  Thefe 
things  were  not  done  in  fecret,  but  in  the  open  view  of  the 
whole  world;  and  whatever  miracles  they  wrought,  they  were 
always  done  in  the  name  of  a  rifen  and  exalted  Jefus. 

How  came  it  about,  that  by  the  (imple  preaching  of  the 
.  doftrine  of  Chrift's  refurreftion  and  exaltation,  the  Mofaic 
oeconomy,  which  had  the  authority  of  the  divine  inftitution, 
was  unhinged ;  the  idolatries  of  the  Heathen,  in  which  they 
had  been  habituate  for  many  ages  and  generations,  made  to 
fall  down  and  give  way  to  the  kingdom  and  government  of 
Chrift,  and  the  purity  and  fimplicity  of  gofpel-wor(hip  ?  How 
came  it  about,  that,  in  the  compafs  of  a  very  few  years,  almoft 
all  nations  were  brought  to  bow  to  the  royal  fceptre  of  thi» 
exalted  King  ;  for  Paul  tells  us,  that  even  in  his  day,  iht  found 
of  the  apoftles  **  went  into  all  the  earth,  and  their  words  unto 
the  ends  of  the  world  ?"  How  came  it  about,  that  the  fol- 
lowers of  Chrift,  and  his  doftrine  and  kingdom,  were  not  en- 
tirely buried  in  oblivion,  when  the*  ftrength  of  the  Roman 
empire,  which  had  fubdued  all  nations  under  it,  was  employ- 
ed to  ftifle  and  fupprefs  it,  in  ten  fevcral  bloody  perfccutions? 
Whence  was  it,  that  the  difciples  of  a  crucified  Chrift,  with 
fuch  invincible  courage,  were  enabled  to  bear  the  greateft  bar- 
barity that  their  enemies  could  cxercife  upon  them  ?  How 
came  their  numbers  rather  to  increafe  than  diminifh  when  fo 
many  millions  of  them  were  flaughtered  for  their  adherence 
2  unto 


fo  the  Throne  cfGIo^»  26; 

Htinto  the  faith  of  Chrift's  rcfurreftion  from  the  dcaJ  I    How 

came  it  about,  that  the  Roman  emperors,  and  that  whole 

powerful  empire,  after  their  utmoft  eflForts  to  raze  the  name 

of  Chrift  and  Chriftianity  from  the  earth,  were  at  lengtlx 

obliged  to  bow  at  the  name  of  Jefus,  and  to  confefs,  that  he 

was  the  Lord  of  all,  to  the  glory  of  his  eternal  Father  ?  All 

ihefe  things,  I  fay,  are  clear  and  unconteftcd  evidences  of  the 

afcenfion  of  Chriit,  and  his  acceflion  to  the  throne  of  glory 

above.     And  I  am  ready  to  think,  that  it  was  with  a  view  to 

thefe,  and  the  like  events,  that  were  to  follow  upon  his  refur- 

refiion  and  exaltation,  that  he  faid  to  his  difciplcs,  while  he  wa$ 

yet  on  this  fide  of  death,  and  of  the  fea  of  his  fufferings,  Joha 

xiv.  12.  **  He  that  btlieveth  on  me,  the  works  that  I  do,  (hall 

he  do  alfo,  and  greater  works  than  thefe  (hall  he  do  :  becaufe  £ 

go  unto  my  Father :''  and  indeed  it  was  fit  that  he  fhould  do 

greater  works  after  he  came  to  the  throne,  than  when  he 

was  yet  on  the  dtmghill. 

I  fliould  now  go  on  to  prove,  that  Chrift's  afcenfion  to  the 
throne  of  glory,  is  matter  of  triumph  and  (houting  to  all  the 
redeemed,  both  in  the  church  militant  and  triumphant ;  but 
this  will  be  cleared  in  the  fequel  of  the  difcourfc  ;  and  there- 
fore I  wave  it  now,  and  proceed  to, 

II.  Thtfecond  thing  in  the  method,  which  was,  tojfjew  what 
ir  imported  in  this  exprejjton  of  his  going  up  :  God  is  gone  up  wit/? 
^Jboutn    I  anfwer  in  thefe  particulars. 

1.  It  implies  his  voluntary  humiliation,  according  to  that 
^f  Chrift,  John  iii.  13.  where  he  fays  to  Nicodemus,  in  order 
.^o  afford  him  a  view  of  his  divine  nature,  and  of  his  humilia- 
tion and  exaltation  at  once,  "  No  man  hath  afcended  up  to  hea- 
X*en,  but  he  that  came  down  from  heaven,  even  the  Son  of  man 
Xvhich  isin  heaven,'^  Our  great  and  glorious  Redeemer,  though 
iic  had  glory  with  his  Father  before  the  world  was ;  though 
^e  was  by  him  as  one  brought  up  with  him  ;  was  daily  his  de- 
light, rejoicing  always  before  him  ;  yet  he  rejoiced  in  the  ha- 
bitable parts  of  the  earth,  and  his  delights  were  with  the  fons 
^f  men  :  fuch  was  his  kind ne ft  to  the  fallen  tribe  and  family 
^f  Adam,  that  he  would  needs,pay  us  a  vifit  in  our  low  eftate. 
l^ore  particularly, 

2.  God  is  gone  up  ;  it  fuppofeshis  incarnation,  or  affumption 
of  the  nature  of  man  ;  for,  as  I  faid  in  the  explication  of  the 
words,  God  eifentially  conildered  cannot  be  faid  to  go  up  or 
to  come  down,  to  afccn.d  or  to  defccnd,  becaufe  he  fills  heaven 
and  earth,  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  himj  there- 
fore his  going  up  mull  have  a  refpe£t  unto  him  as  incarnate. 
And  here  is  a  myilery  tliaf  you  ai  d  I  had  need  to  be  learning 
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every  day.  This  is  a  ftrranpre  thingr  that  God:  hath  wrouglrttn 
the  earth,  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  dwelling  bodily  in  fhe 
n^.an  Chrifl  Jefus.  Without  controverfyi  it  is  a  great  myflcrf, 
that  "  the  Word  was  made  flefh,  and  dwelt  amonjr  us,  In'thc 
fulnefs  of  time,  God  fent  forth  his  Son  made  of  a  woman/ 
Oh !  let  every  one  of  us  for  himfclf  take  bold  of  this  kinfm-drt, 
as  Ruth  did  of  Boaz,  and  claim  relation  to  him,  faying,  •'Caft 
thy  fkirt  over  me,  for  thou  art  my  near  kinfman." 

3.  Chrtft  going  up ;  it  fuppofcs,  that  he  had  ended  or  finiih- 
cd  the  work  or  feYvice  for  which  he  came  down  into  this  lower 
world  ;  that  he  had  fulfilled  t^e  law,  fatisficd  juftice,  and 
brouprht  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs.  To  this  purpofc  is  thak 
of  Chrift,  John  xvi.  fpeaking  of  the  work  of  the  Spirit,  when 
he  fliould  be  poured  out  after  his  afccnfion,  he  (hall  convince 
the  world  "  of  righteoufnefs,  becaufe  I  go  to  the  Father." 
Sirs,  if  Cbrill  had  not  brought  in  everlafting  righteoufnefs,  if 
he  had  not  magnified  the  law  and  made  it  honourable,  he  coiilti 
never  have  gone  up  to  the  Father ;  but  his  going  up  Mrith  a 
fliout  of  triumph,  is  a  declaration  to  the  world,  that  "  the  Lord 
is  well  pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fake." 

4.  It  fuppofes  his  refurreftion  from  the  dead,  whereby  he 
was  juftified  as  the  public  l]ead  and  furcty  of  an  cledl  world, 
and  deckred  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with  power,  according  to- 
tlie  fpirit  of  holinefs.  If  the  bonds  of  death  had  detained  him, 
he  could  never  have  gone  up  ivitb  a  pout.  Oh  !  Sirs,  Chrift  is; 
rifen  indeed,  and  by  his  refurreftion  we  -are  begotten  agani. 
unto  the  lively  hope  of  "  an  inheritance,  incorruptible,  unde- 
filcd,  and  which  fadeth  not  away." 

5.  God  is  gone  up  with  ajbouty  implies  that  the  gates  of  glo- 
ry, which  had  been  (hut,  were  again  opened  by  the  death  and- 
fatisfaftion  of  Chrift.  Immediately  upon  the  breach  of  thai 
firft  covenant,  heaven's  gates  were  barred  againft  Adam  and  alL 
his  pofterity,  and  would  have  continued  fo  to  all  eternity  ;  but,- 
upon  the  fatisfaftion  of  Chrift,  promifed  and  a6tually  made,, 
end  fulfilled  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  the  gates  of  glory  weri^ 
caft  open  for  the  reception  of  Chrift  himfelf,  as  the  furety,. 
and  of  all  that  do  by  faith  fly  in  under  the  covert  of  his  righ- 
teoufnefs ;  hence  we  are  faid  to  "  have  boldnefs  to  enter  into- 
the  holieft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,"  Heb.  x.  19. ;  and  the  ground- 
of  this  you  have,  chap.  ix.  24.  "  Chrift  himfelf  entered  into 
heaven,  to  appear  in  the  prefenc«  of  God  for  us." 

6.  It  implies,  that  God  the  Father  is  perfe^ly  well  pleafed 
with  the  perfon  and  undertaking  of  our  glorious  Redeemer; 
for,  if  he  had  not  been  well  pleafed,  how  could  he  give  him 
fuch  a  folemn  reception  after  his  work  was  done  ?  God  the 
Jaihcr  he  declares  bis  fatisfadlion  witli  htm,  while  he  was  yet 
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Aout  his  work,  "  This  is  my  b^loTcd  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well 
picafed  :"  and  when  his  work  was  ended  and  fmidied,  he  tcf- 
tificd*  his  fatisfa6kioD  wi;h  it,  by  giving  him  a  triumph  upon 
thr  back  of  it ;  he  ufhcrs  him  into  the  throne  of  glory  with  the 
joyful  ihouts  and  triumpin  of  the  heavenly  holls  of  faints  and 
angels. .  . 

7.  h  implies,  that  when  Chrift  afcended,  after  his  finifhing 

our  redemption,  he  was  received  into  heaven  with  the  univer- 

fal  applaufe  and  admiration  of  the  triumphant  company*  Oli  \ 

Sirs,  when  the  Son  of  God  returned  to  heaven,  wearing  the 

nature  of  man,   carrying  the   fears  of  the   wounds   he   got 

upon  the  field  of  battle,  when  he  bruifed  the  head  of  the  fer- 

pent,  how  did  every  one  of  the  heavenly  company  itudy  to 

outdo  another  in  warbling  forth  his  praii'es  !     iiow  did  the 

s.rche&  of  heaven  echo  and  rcfound,  while  the   triumphant 

Conqueror  refumed  his   throne,   crying,    "  Worthy   is    the 

2jatnb  chat  was  flain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wil- 

^om,  and  ftrength^  and  dominion,  and  honour,  and  glcry^ 

sind  bleiling ! — Salvation  £0  our  God  which  fitteth  upon  the 

^i»one,  and  unto  the  iiambfor  ever  and  ever  !*'  But  this  leads 

HI.  The  thrrd  thing  m  the  method,  which  is,  Xofpeak  a  little 
^  the  folemntty  of  ChrifTs  afcenficn ;  for  here  wc  are  told,  he 
'^mxit  up  with  afJjouty  and  with  the  found  of  a  trumpet.  And 
liere  let  us  confider, 

1.  The  place  from  whence  he  did  go  up.  He  went  up  from 
this  earth,  where  he  had  many  a  forrowful  and  weary  day  \  for 
he  was  "  a  man  oJF  forrows,  and  acquainted  with  griefs."  Oh  ! 
"what  a  fence  of  forrow  and  mifery  had  he  gone  through  from 
his  birtk  to  his  grave  !  He  was  indeed  "  the  hind  of  the  morn- 
ing," as  he  is  called  in  the  title  of  the  2 2d  pfalm.  Ihis  world 
was  the  hunting* field,  where  dogs  compafled  him  about,  and 
purfued;  him  till  they  bit  him  to  death  upon  mount  Calvary. 
NVhat  good  reafon  ha<i  he  to  hate  this  world,  where  he  had 
niet  with  fuch  had  entertainment  ?  efpecially  if  wc  confider, 

2.  Whither  he  is  gone  up.  He  is  gone  up  into  the  third  hea- 
vens, wh«re  no  unclean  thing  can  enter;  and  the  heavens  arc 
to  contala  him  till  the  time  of  the  reftitution  of  all  things. 
He  is  gone  to  a  p-aradife  of  pleafure,  where  the  old  fcrpent 
cannot  enter  ;  there  is  no  lion  or  ravenous  bead  to  hurt  or  de- 
Itroy  in  all  that  holy  mountain.  He  is  gone  up  from  the  dung- 
hill to  the  throne,  where  he  is  fwaying  the  fceptre  of  glory,. 
where  thrones  and  dominions,  principalities  and  powers,  an- 
gels and  archangels,  chcrubims  and  icraphims,  attend  him,  as 

his. 
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his  miniftfcring  fpirits,  waiting  his  orders,  to  do  fervice  to  hif 
tnyftical  body  yet  upon  earth. 

3^  To  whom  is  he  gone  up.  You  have  an  anfwer  uota 
this,  in  his  words  to  Mary,  John  xx.  17.  where  he  gives  her 
a  commiflion  ;  ^'  Go  tell  my  brethren,  that  I  afcend  unto  my 
Tather  and  your  Father,  and  to  my  God  and  your  God."  HiC 
had  from  all  eternity  lodged  in  his  Father's  bofom ;  he  had 
been  by  him  as  one  brought  up  with  him  ;  he  was  daily  his  de- 
light, rejoicing  always  before  him  :  and,  Oh !  what  an  infi- 
nite fatisfaftion  would  it  be  to  him  to  return  to  his  Father,  to 
be  poflefled  of  that  glory  that  he  had  witli  him  befd^re  the  world 
was  ! 

4^  Confider  through  what  region,  and  through  whofe  terri- 
tories he  went  up.  He  went  up  through  the  region  of  the 
air,  the  territories  of  the  devil,  whofe  principal  re&lence  'n 
in  the  air,  therefore  called  "  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the 
^ir."  And,  Oh  I  how  did  it  gall  and  torment  that  proud  fpi- 
xit,  and  all  his  apoftate  legions,  to  fee  the  Captain  of  our  falv 
vation  return  in  triumph  through  his  kingdom,  from  the  field 
of  battle,  carrying  the  fpoils  of  the  enemy  along  with  hifn« 
every  one  of  them  obliged  to  bow  at  the  found  of  the  name  of 
Jefus! 

5.  Confider  his  Icvee  or  retinue  that  attended  him  when  he 
•went  up.  This  feems  to  be  pointed  at,  Pfal.lxviii.  17.  "The 
chariots  of  God  are  twenty  thoufand,  even  thoufands  of  an- 
gels :  the  Lord  is  in  the  midft  of  them  as  in  Sinai :"  and  thea 
it  follows,  **  Thou  haft  afcended  up  on  high.''  Angels  are 
called  **  the  chariots  of  God  j"  his  ciiariots  of  war,  which  he 
makes  ufe  of  againft  his  enemies ;  his  chariots  of  conveyance^ 
by  which  he  tranfports  his  favourites  into  his  houfe  of  many 
manfions,  as  we  fee  in  the  cafe  of  Elijah  and  Lazarus;  his 
chariots  of  (late,  that  attend  him  in  his  folemn  appearances. 
When  he  defcended  upon  mount  Sinai,  at  the  delivery  of  the 
law,  he  was  accompanied  with  myriads  of  angels ;  and  now,, 
after  he  had  fulfilled  and  magnified  the  law,  and  made  it  ho- 
nourable, as  our  furety,  be  returns  to  glory  with  thcfe  my^ 
riads  of  angels  attending  him,  "  The  Lord  is  in  the  midft  of 
them,  as  in  Sinai."  O  what  a  fplendid  train  attended  our 
Redeemer,  when  he  went  up  in  the  invifiWe  world  of  fpirits  I 
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PsAL.  xlvii*  s^'^God  is  gone  up  nvith  a  Jbout^  the  Lord  mib  th$ 
Jbund  of  a  trumpets 

THE  SECOND  SERMON  OW  THIS  TEXT. 


A  FTER  a  fliort  recapitulation  of  the  preceding  heads,  t 
-^i\  go  on  in  difcourfing  the  folcmnity  of  Chrift's  afcenfion 
to  the  throne  of  glory  in  our  nature.     And  therefore, 

6.  We  may  here  confidcr  the  fpoils  and  trophies  he  carried 
-along  with  him  when  he  went  up  ;  "  for,  when  he  afcended  up 
On  high,  he  led  captivity  captive." 

ifii  then,  The  head  of  the  old  ferpent  was  among  the  fpoil* 
of  Chrift's  vi£lory,  which  he  carried  along  with  him.  Our 
Riorious  and  renowned  Delrvcrer,  he  encountered  Goliath,  and 
flew  him  with  his  own  fword ;  through  death  he  dedroyed  him 
that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil ;  he  brake  the 
^ead  of  leviathan  in  the  waters,  and  gave  him  to  be  meat  to 
•  hem  that  inhabit  the  wildernefs.  Chrid's  victory  over  princi- 
palities and  powers  on  the  crofs,  is  a  fweet  banquet  to  believers 
travelling  through  the  wildernefe  of  this  world. 

Q.dly%  The  keys  of  the  grave  are  among  the  fpoils  Chrift 
c^arried  with  him  when  he  went  up  with  a  ihout :  "  Fear 
xiof :  for  1  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death,*'  Rev.  i.  18. 
Chrift  defcended  into  the  grave,  and  came  out  of  it  again,  car^ 
^ying  the  gat«s  of  the  grave  (like  Sampfon)  away  with  him;  and 
^e  proclaims  to  all  his  friends,  **  I  have  ranfomed  you  from 
t:he  power  of  the  grave ;  I  have  redeemed  them  from  death :  O 
c3eath»  I  will  be  thy  plagues ;  O  grave,  I  will  be  thy  deftruc- 
tion.'* 

3^/y,  The  debt-bond  that  we  were  owing  to  juftice,  retired 
^nd  cancelled,  is  among  the  trophies  of  Chriit's  viftory  that 
lie  carried  with  him  when  he  went  up  with  a  ihout.     Col.  ii. 
14.  there  we  read  of  a  '*  hand- writing  that  was  againft  us, 
^nd  contrary  to  us."     What  was  it,  but  jull  the  curfe  of  the 
trokcn  law,  which  we  had  all  (igned  in  our  firft  father  Adam, 
%vhen  he  gave  his  confent  unto  the  covenant  of  works  ?     By 
this  all  the  race  of  Adam  were  bound  to  lie  under  the  wVath 
and  curfe  of  God  for  ever.     Well,  Chrift  took  this  out  of  the 
"way  :  by  the  nails  of  his  crofs  the  bond  was  cancelled  and  re- 
tired, for  "be  hath  redeccied  us  from  the  curfe  of  the  Uw, 
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being  made  a  curfe  for  us;^'  and  this  retired  bond  is  among 
the  trophies  of  his  vidlory* 

4fA/y,  When  he  went  up  with  a  fhout,  he  carried  along 
with  him  the  broken  law,  repaired,  yea,  magnified,  and  made 
honourable,  by  his  obedience  unto  the  death.  Chiiil  was  made 
under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law  ;  and 
we  may  fuppofe,  that  wlienChrift  afcendecf,  he  made  a  report 
to  his  Father,  that,  according  to  his  orders,  he  had  fulfilled 
the  whole  commands  of  the  law,  and  fo  maintaiped  the  honour 
of  the  juftice,  holinefs,  and  fovereignty  of  God.  O  Father, 
would  he  fay,  here  is  the  holy  law,  which  was  broken  by  the 
fin  of  nrany,  repaired,  yea,  magnified,  and  made  honourable ; 
and  thereupon  the  Lord  declares  himfelf  well  pleafed  for  his 
righteoufnefs  fake  :  upon  which  the  whole  redeemed  company 
cry  with  a  loud  voice,  '*  Sing  praifes  to  God,  fing  praifes  :  fing 
praifes  unto  our  King,  fing  praifes." 

5//6/y,  When  Chriit  afcended  with  a  fliout,  he  carried  not- 
only  the  keys  of  death,  but  the  keys  of  the  houf^  of  David  along- 
with  him  ;  that  is,  aa  abfolute  dominion,  fovereignty,^  and. 
headChipover  his  church, and  overall  creatures  for  the  church'si 
fake  :  If.  xxii.  22.  **  The  key  of  the  houfe  of  David  will  1  laj- 
upon  his  (boulder  :  fo  he  thall  open,  and  none  (hall  (hut,  an^ 
he  fhall  (hut,  and  none  (hall  open,*'  The  key  was.the  badge  of 
authority  and  fovqreignty;  this  is  committed  to  an  exakctL 
Chrift,  it  is  a  jewel  of  his  crown;  and  it  ill  becomes  either  par- 
liaments or  alfcmblies  to  enaft  laws  which  do  not  bear  the 
fiamp  of  his  authority  upon  them.  Thus  you  fee  fome  things- 
that  Chrift  carried  wiih  him  when  he  afcended, 

7.  With  rel'pe^t  to  the  folemnity  of  Chrift's  afccnfion,*we 
may  confider  that  he  went  up  wth  ajhout.     And  here, 

\ft^  You  may  aik,  Who  were  they  th*^  gave  the  Ihout? 
We  read  of  nothing  but  a  deep  and  filcnt  gating  after  him,  as 
he  went  up  trom  this  lower  world,  Adsi.  9. — x  i.*,  where  their 
was  the  inouting  r  Anjw,  The  fliouting  was  not  in  the  church. 
militant,  but  in  the  church  triumphant,  among  an  innumerable 
company  oi  angels,  and  the  fpirits  of  juft  men  made  perfect: 
thelvi  Iocs  of  God  Ihouted  for  joy,  when  they  faw  their  glori- 
ous head  of  redemption  and  confirmation  coming  in  perfonally* 
among  them,  with  his  vciture  dipt  in  blood,  and  his  name 
written  on  his  thigli  and  vellure,  "  The  King  of  kings,  and  ike' 
Lord  of  lords  *,''  a  name  above  every  name  that  cai^  be  named, 
whether  ia  this  world,  or  that  which  is  to  come.  When  a 
vidlorious  general,  after  a  long  abfcnce,  and  great  dangers, 
returns  l>ack  to  the  army,  the  whole  army  will  welcome  him 
with  a  iliout ;  io  the  armies  which  were  in  beaven>  clothed 
with  tine  linen,  viliite  and  clean,  when  they  faw  the  Son  of 
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Go<!  coming  iir  among  them,  wearing:  the  nature  of  man  with 
all  the  cnfigns  of  glory  and  viftory,  (hining  with  thft  bright- 
ncfs  of  his  Father's  glory  and  majefty  ;  we  may  ealily  think 
tliat  they  would  make  heaven  to  ring  with  their  Hallclujah$ 
and  fhouts. 

idly^  You  may  a(k,  What  kind  of  fhouts  were  among  that 
trriumphant  company,  when  the  Lord  Jcfus  went  up  to  his 
^lironc  and  kingdom  ?  Anfvi.  We  may  cafily  fuppofe  that  it 
"^^as, 

(  I.)  A  (hout  of  approbation.  Every  one  of  the  ranfomcd, 
skll  the  angels,  they  would  approve  of  his  conduft  in  the  ma- 
ariagcment  of  the  great  undertaking  of  redemption.  O  !  fays 
trlie  Father,  I  am  well  pleafed  with  him;  and,  in  token  thereof, 
I  fet  him  at  my  right  hand  of  Majefty  on  high  :  and  then  the 
^vhole  triumphant  company  would  cry,  Amen,  Hallelujah,  for 
Ke  has  done  all  things  well. 

(2.)  A  (hout  of  joy  and  gladnefs  was  heard  when  Chrift  a- 
fccndcd.  There  is  joy  in  heaven  among  the  angels  when  but 
one  new  member  is  added  to  his  mvftical  body ;  how  much 
more,  whisn  Chrift  himfelf  in  perfon  entered  the  upper  re- 
gions of  glory  ?  How  would  they  cry  one  to  another  then, 
as  Rev.  xix.  7.  "  Let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice,  and  give  honour 
to  him  :  for  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  bride 
hath  made  herfelf  ready  ?'* 

(3.)  A  (hout  of  praife  and  gratitude.  Every  harp  would  be 
tuned,  and  every  tongue  loofed,  to  cry,  as  R^v,  v.  9.  "  Thou 
art  worthy  to  take  the  book,  and  to  open  the  feals  thereof :  for 
thou  waft  flain,  and  haft  redeemed  us  to  God  by  thy  blood,  and 
liaft  made  us  kings  and  priefts  unto  our  God:"  and  fo  every  one 
cads  down  their  crowns  at  his  feet,  faving^  "  Worlhy  art  thou 
to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdoV,  and  ftrtngth,  and 
honour,  and  glory,  and  blefiing." 

(4.)  A  (hout  of  admiration  and  adoration  was  heard  among 
the  triumphant  company,  when  Chrift  went  up.  The  dazzling 
beams  of  our  Redeemer's  glory,  obliges  the  angels  to  cover 
their  faces  with  their  wings,  when  they  fee  him  upon  his 
throne,  high  and  lifted  up,  crying,  "  Ploly,  holy,  holy  is  the 
Lord  God  of  hofts,  the  whole  tarth  is  full  of  his  glory." 
When  Ifrael  faw  the  glory  of  Chrift  Ihining  in  the  dcftru6lioa 
of  l^h'arabh  and  his  hoft,  they  were  ftruck  with  wonder,  fay- 
ing, *'  Who  is  a  God  like  unto  thee,  glorious  in  holinefs,  fear- 
ful in  praifes,  doing  wonders  ?"  How  much  more  would  the 
ranfomed  in  glory  fing  this;  fong,  when  they  fliw  all  the  ene- 
mies of  our  falvation  drowned  in  the  fea  of  divine  wrath  ? 
Hence  it  follows, 
(j.)  ThsCt  there  was  a  fliout  of  viftory  and  tiiuvT\Tkl\  K^^xA. 
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among  the  heavenly  crowd,  when  Chrift  went  up,  like  that| 
Exod.  XV.  r.  3.  "  The  Lord  has  triumphed  glorioufly. — The 
Lord  18  a  man  of  war:  the  Lord  is  his  name."  And  vcr.  6.  7* 
^*  Thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  is  become  glorious  in  power: 
thy  right  hand,  O  Lord,  hath  dafhed  in  pieces  the  .enemy* 
And  in  the  greatucfs  of  thine  excellency  thou  haft  overthrowa 
them  that  rofe  up  againft  thee  :  thou  fcnteft  forth  thy  wrath, 
which  confumed  them  as  ftubble."  Thus  you  fee  that  God 
in  our  nature  went  up  ivkh  a  fhout^  the  Lord  fVitb  the  found  of  a 
trumpeu 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  fheiv  what 
there  u  in  the  afcenfion  of  Chrift  that  affords  fuch  ground  oftru> 
umph.  Here  I  will  name  a  few  things  that  may  make  us,  even 
in  a  militant  ftate,  to  fall  a  {houtihg  with  the  church  triumph- 
ant in  heaven.  Here  then  let  us  conGder  in  what  capacity 
and  upon  what  bufinefs  he  is  gone  up ;  for  he  is  not  gone  up 
to  heaven  as  other  faints  when  they  die,  and  depart  to  glory, 
in  a  private  capacity  ;  no,  but  he  went  up  in  a  public  capacity^ 
in  the  name  of  his  whole  myftical  body.     More  particularly, 

1.  God  is  gone  up  with  a  {hout,as  our  forerunner,  to  open 
the  way  to  glory,  and  to  make  a  report  of  what  was  done  in: 
the  days  of  his  humiliation  upon  this  earth :  Heb.  vi.  20» 
**  Whither  the  forerunner  is  for  us  entered,  even  Jcfus,  who 
is  made  an  high  prieft  for  ever  after  the  order  of  Melchize- 
deck.'^  As  a  forerunner  he  rids  the  way,  that  we  may  follow 
him  by  faith  into  the  holieft,  and  may  follow  him  at  death 
without  fear  of  that  laft  enemy,  Rev.  i.  17.  And  as  a  fore- 
runner he  goes  before  to  tell  tidings,  that  the  law  is  fulfilled, 
juftice  fatisfied,  and  every  thing  agreed  upon  in  the  council  ci 
peace  for  the  redcmj^tion  of  loft  Tinners  aftually  accomplifhe]|i. 
•*  I  have  finifhfd  the  work  which  thou  gaveft  me  to  do,'^ 
John  xvii.  "  Shout  for  joy  then,  all  ye  that  are  upright  i» 
heart.''  ^ 

2.  He  has  gone  up  as  a  viftorious  general,  to  receive  a  tri- 
umph after  the  battle.  When  man  finned,  he  fell  under  the 
power  of  Satan  the  god  of  this  world,  and  he  was  carrying  all 
Adam'b  pofterity  away,  as  fo  many  prifoners  in  chains  ;  and 
when  that  queftion  was  put,  "  Shall  the  lawful  captive  be  de- 
livered, fliall  the  prey  be  taken  from  the  terrible  ?"  angels  and 
men  were  concluding  that  it  was  impoflible,  becaufc  not  only 
was  the  enemy  powerful,  but  he  had  the  juftice  and  faithful- 
nefs  of  God  engaged  in  the  penalty  of  the  broken  covenant  of 
works  on  his  fide.  Well,  but  fays  the  glorious  Redeerner^ 
Emmanuel,  the  Son  of  God,  *^  Even  the  lawful  captive  fhall 
be  delivered,  the  prey  (hall  be  taken  from  the  terrible  \  and  I 
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#ill  Ao  it  in  a  confiftency  with  the  law,  and  to  the  honour  of 

God*8  holinefs,  juftice^  and  fovereigntyt  and  other  {jerfe£lion8. 

Accordingly,  he  takes  and  bruifes  the  head  of  the  ferpent  in 

the  fatisfa^ion  of  juftice ;  '^  he  comes  frpm  Edom  with  djed 

garments*"  like  one  that  <^  tradeth  in  the  wine  fat')"  and  atter 

the  vi£lory  be  goes  up  to  heaven  with  a  fliout,  leading  captivity 

captive ;  and  now  he  has  tifiade  all  his  and  our  enemies  his 

footftool :  and  may  not  this  make  ail  the  redeemed  to  ihouc 

^rith  the  voice  of  triumph  ? 

3.  He  is  gone  Up  as  a  bridegiroomi  to  prepare  a  lodging  for 

his  bride,  ami  to  make  fuitabie  provifion  for  her  againft  the  day 

of  the  confummation  of  the  marriage  :  John  xiv.  a.  3.  "  In  my 

Father's  houfe  are  many  manfiofis  : — I  go  to  prepare  a  place 

£or  you.     And  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you^  I  will  come 

again  and  receive  yoQ  unto  myfelf,  that  where  I  am  there  ye 

may  be  alfo/'     Haft  thou  been  dett^rmined,  poor  foul,  to  give 

heart  and  hand  to  this  better  Hufband,  faying,  **  1  am  the 

Lord's,  I  will  be  for  him*  and  not  for  anoth<;r  ?"  Well,  here  is 

good  news,  God  is  gom  t^  with  ajhout^  the  lard  with  the  found 

"tfa  irmnkpet  t  and  he  is  gone  to  make  ready  thy  lodging  and 

room  in  heaven^  againft  the  time  when  thou  (halt  follow 

lum.     Perhaps  thou  dwells  in  d  crazy  houfe  of  clay  now,  that 

is  ay  drooping,  and  thou  art  afraid  every  day  it  fall  down 

iibottt  thy  ears  \  but  up  thy  heart,  the  day  of  thy  redemption 

drawetb  nigh,  ere  long  the  Bridegroom  himfelf  will  come  and 

fetch  thee  home  to  himfelf,  and  *'  thou  fhalt  enter  the  King's 

palace  with  gladnefs  and  rejoicings^  and  mirth  on  every  (ide  \ 

and  thou  fhalt  be  brought  unto  the  King  in  raiment  of  needle-    - 

work,  and  prefented  unto  him  without  fpot  or  wrinkle/'  &c. 

4.  God  is  gone  up  with  a  ihout  in  our  nature,  as  ^*  the  great 
Mgh  prieft  of  our  profeflioh  :"  Heb.  iv.  14.  "  Having  a  great 
high  prieft,  that  is  paflfed  into  the  heavens,  Jefus  the  ifon  of 
God,  let  us  hold  faft  our  profeflion.*'  And>  chap.  ix.  12. 
''  Neither  by  {the  blood  of  goats  and  calves,  but  by  his  own 
blood  he  entered  in  once  into  the  holy  places  having  obtained 
tternal  redemption  for  us."  Heb.  x.  21.  22.  It  was  the 
ground  of  Ifraei's  confidence  towards  God,  when  their  prieft 
Went  into  the  holy  of  holies,  with  the  names  of  all  the  tribes  of 
Ifrael  in  his  breaftpUce,  and  was  accepted  of  God ;  fo  it  is  the 
ground  of  our  confidence  and  boldnefs,  that  our  Jefus  is  pair- 
ed into  the  heavens,  **  Having  an  high  prieft  over  the  houfe 
of  Godj  let  us  draw  near  with  a  true  heart,"  &c.  You  were 
hearing  yefterday  in  the  aftion-fcrmon,  that  the.  high  prieft 
under  the  law  bad  bells  hung  upon  his  garment,  which  mad& 
A  found  when  he  entered  into  the  holy  of  holies ;  by  hearing 
bf  which  the  people  of  Ifrael,  attending  without  the  Vail^  knew 
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that  he  was  alive,  which  was  the  fignal  of  their  acccptane 
^  in  him.  Sirs,  our  great  New  Teftamcnt  high  pried,  Ghrii 
Jc(*us,  he  is  gone  within  the  vail  to  the  holieft  of  aiJ,  no 
made  with  hands ;  but  thefe  days  bygpnc,  you  have  bea 
hearing,  and  jJerhaps  fome  of  you  at  ptcient  are  hearing,  .tin 
found  of  his  bells,  while  worfhipping  without  the  vail.  TTw 
preachilig  of  the  gofpel  is  the  founding  of  his  bells ;  even 
faithful  minifter  is  a  bell  hung  upon  the  garment  of  out  hig^ 
prieft  ;  and  whenever  his  fpirit  moves  them  in  difpenfing  t& 
word,  the  bell  founds,  whereby  we  know  that  our  Redeemei 
lives  ;  and  "  blefled  arc  the  people  that- know  this  joyfo 
found.'* 

5*  God  is  prone  up  in  otir  ftature  as  '*  an  advocate  with  th' 
father  :*'  i  John  ii.  i.  "If  any  man  fin  we  have  an  advocati 
with  the  Father,  JefusChrift  the  righteous."  There  is  a  fpc 
cial  emphafis  in  that  word,  •*  we  have  an  advocate  ;**  tfa< 
meaning  is,  he  is  conilitute  and  appointed  to  appear  in  ow 
caufe,  and  negociate  in  our  affairs^  Oh  !  lift  up  thy  head,  be* 
Hever,  do  not  doubt  of  the  fuccefsof  his  negociations ;  fa 
his  interefl:  is  fo  great  in  the  court,  that  iievef  atiy  VDVsh 
caufe  was  loft  in  his  hands  ;  the  father  always  hears  him  \ 
Heb.  vii.  25.  "  Wherefore  he  is  able  tofave  unto  the  uttermolt 
all  that  come  unto  God  through  him,  becaufe  he  ever  livcdi 
to  make  intcrceffion/* 

6.  God  is  gone  up  as  our  exalted  King.  He  is  fet  dowri 
iipon  the  throne,  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  throne,  and  upon  tlic 
right  hand  of  the  Majefty  on  high,  and  "  he  fhaU  rule  the 
houfe  of  David  for  ever,  and  of  his  kingdom  there  fhall  be  no 
end.'*  Men  are  combining  together  for  the  ruin  of  his  king-' 
dom  at  this  day,  violating  his  laws,  changing  the  order  of  his 
houfe,  beating  their  fellow-fervants  ;  but  let  all  the  children 
of  Zion  be  joyful  in  their  King,  for  he  will  make  all  thcfc 
crooks  of  his  adminiftration  even  before  the  day  be  ended* 
the  reins  being  in  his  h^ind,  he  will  ride  upon  the  corruption 
of  men,  and  "  the  wtath  of  man  (hail  praife  him,  and  the  x€ 
inaiiider  of  his  wrath  he  will  reftrain." 

7.  He  is  j^one  up  to  mount  Zion  above,  as  the  great  Shep 
herd,  to  look  after  his  Cheep  that  are  wandering  in  the  wildeit 
nefs.  Although  Chrift,  as  to  his  human  nature,  be  out  o 
our  fight,  yet  he  is  not  fo  far  off  as  to  lofc  fight  of  us.  Siri 
if  your  eyes  were  but  llrengthened,  as  Stephcn*s,  to  lool 
through  thcfc  heavens  over  your  heads,  you  would  fee  Jefu 
fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  God.  And  is  it  to  be  fuppofed 
that  he  does  not  fee  his  poof  people  upon  earth,  and  kndv^ 
how  it  fares  with  them  ?  *'  He  that  formed  the  eye,  doth  h^ 
net  fee  f "    Yea,  he  ftands  upon  mount  Zion  above,  and  h< 
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hat  his  eyee  fixed  upon  every  little  (heep  or  lamb  of  his  paf- 
taro ;  he  tells  all  their  wanderings ;  he  is  putting  all  their 
tears  into  his  bottle ;  and  there  is  not  a  figh  or  a  groan,  that 
goes  from  the  heart  of  any  of  his  oppreiTcd  ones  through  the 
Imd  at  this  day,  but  it  gQes  to  his  very  heart;  and  in  a  (liort 
time  he  will  call  the  under-fhepherds,  that  ^re  beating  and 
abufing  his  flocki  to  an  account  for  their  management;  and 
in  the  mean  time,  however  harfhly  they  may  be  dealt  with 
by  others,  yet  "  he  will  feed  his  flock  like  a  Ihephcrd,  he  will 
gather  the  lambs  with  his  arms,  he  will  carry  them  in  his 
bofcnn,  and  gently  lead  thqfe  that  are  wiih  young." 

8.  He  is  gone  up  as  our  glorious  RepreOcntative,  to  take 
pofieffion  of  the  inheritance  of  eternal  life,  until  his  fellow- 
heirs,  all  believers  whom  he  reprefents,  follow  him.  Htnce 
we  are  faid  to  '*  fit  together  with  him  in  heavenly  places," 
Eph.  ii*     It  is  a  very  ilrange  expreffion,  *<  we  fit  in  heavenly 

Sees  with  him,"  even  while  we  are  fitting  upon  the  dung- 
i  ctf  this  world,  becaufe  he  fits  in  heaven  as  our  reprefenta- 
tive.  There  i«  a  kind  of  mutual  reprefentarion  between 
Chrift  in  heaven,  and  believers  here  upon  earth.  Chrid  i^ 
heaven  reprefents  us  there  ;  for  ^<  he  appears  in  the  pr<ft:nce 
(tf  God  for  us  :"  and  "we,  on  the  other  hand,  are  his  repR:fen- 
tadves  here  upon  o^rth.  The  life  of  the  believer  in  this 
vorld  ihould  juA,  as  it  were,  pi£ture  forth  the  lite  of  a  living 
Chrift  ia  glory ;  hence  the  life  of  Jefus  is  faid  to  be  manifejled 
iays  t  (o  that  no  man  who  looks  on  our  walk  and  way  in  the 
VDfld,  but  (hould  prefently  know  that  Chrift  is  living  in  hea- 
Hni  "the  life  sdfo  of  Jefus  is  manifcfted  in  us.*'  Now, 
confidering  all  thefe  things,  is  it  any  wonder  that  Chrift's  go- 
ing up  to  heaven  in  our  nature,  be  attended  with  a  (hout  of 
joy  and  triumph,  among  all  the  redeemed  in  the  church  mi* 
litant  or  triumphant  ? 

V.  The  laft  thing  was  the  Appltcatlon  of  this  doGrlne. 
Vi^Jirft  may  be  in  a  word  of  Information^  in  tlicfe  few  par* 
ticttUrs  following. 

I.  See  hence  that  the  ignominy  of  the  crofs  of  Chrift  is 

fully  wiped  away  :    "  He  was  numbered, with  tranfgreiTors," 

called  a  blajpbemfr^  &c.     But  now  that  cloud  of  ignominy  is 

difpelled,  Cod  is  gone  up  nuith  ajhouti  he  who  was  born  in  ^ 

liable,  has  the  higheft  place  in  heaven  ;  he  who  endured  the 

wfs,  is  wearing  the  crown  ;  he  who  heard  the  blafphemy  of 

men*  is  furrounded  with  the  Hallelujahs  of  faints  and  angels. 

And  as  it  was  with  the  head,  fo  (liali  it  be  with  the  members, 

who  now  fuffer  reproach  and  (bame  for  his  caufe. 

%.  See  hence,  Uiat  none  n^ed  to  think  themfelves  dldio- 
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noured  by  fuffering  the  hardeft  things  for  his  fake.  Wliy, 
he  jFor  whom  we  uifFcr,  is  gone  up  with  afiout ;  he  fuffered 
worfe  things  for  us,  than  we  can  pofliblf  eiidare  for  him  ;  he 
was  made  perfeSf  by  fuffering^  and  his  crofs  was  the  way  to  the 
crown.  Sirs>  the  very  chains  that  are  laid  on  a  man  for  the 
caufe  of  Chrift,  have  a  certain  beauty  and  glory  in  them  y 
hence  **  Mofes  efteemed  the  reproach  of  Chrift  greater  riches 
than  all  the  riches  of  Egypt :  if  we  fuflfer  with  Chrift^  wc. 
ihall  alfo  reigh  with  him. 

3.  See  hence  how  little  reafon  believers  have  to  be  dif^^- 
quieredy  becaufe  of  the  reelings  and  confufidns  of  this  1 
world  5  even  though  heaven  and  earth  were  mingling)  and 
feas  roaring.  Why,  God  is  gone  up  with  ajhouit :  he  govcrm 
the  world  for  the  church's  fake,  and  therefore  nothing  car 
go  wrong,  ''No  weapon  formed  againft  Zion'fhall  profper.' 
Why,  the  church's  Head,  PatVon,  and  Proteftor,  fits  on 
throne  on  high,  H/f  is  gone  up  with  a  fijeut ;  and  therefore  tf 
iivho  plot  hex*  ruin,  (hail  be  tutned  back,  and  taken  in  thei- 
own  fhare :  Pfal.  tx.  5.  **  The  Lord  at  thy  righf  hand  flial  M 
ftrike  through  kings*  iii 'the  day  of  his  wrath,  and  break  thenr^i 
as  Mrith  a  rod  of  iron,*' &c.  "         •       •'      ...    .   i   ,; 

4:  See  hehcel  the  parallel,  or  fimilitude,  between  CSirift^^ 
afcenfion,  and  his  coming  again  to  judgement.  Why,  a  &k^ 
went  up  with  a  Jhout,  and  the  found  rf  a  trnmpet ;  fo  in  lik^ 
manner  he  will  defcend  from  heaven  w/'/A  a  jfboutf  with  ih^ 
voice  of  the  archangel y  and  with  the  trump  of  God  :  but  witlr* 
this  difFererifce,  that  the  (houts  and  founds  were  not  heard  ir^ 
this  lower  world  when  he  went  up ;  but  when  he  defcends  o^^ 
comes  down  to  judge  the  ^orld,  the  fhouts  of  the  Redeemer ^^ 
voice,  and  the  trump  of  God  will  found  fo  loud,  as  not  onl'y 
to  ftartle  them  that  are  alive,  but  to  Awaken  the  dead  thathav^ 
lien  in  their  graves  for  many  thoufand  years.' 

\J(efecond,  of  Trial,  Try  whether  he  that  is  gone  up  wit^^ 
a  (liout,  be  rhy  Hiifband,  thy  Head,  thy  Prophet,  Prieft,  am  ^ 
JCing,  thy  Advocate,  that  fo  you  may  take  the  benefit  am  ^ 
comtort  of  his  afcenfion.     Apd  to  try  this  matter,  I  aflc  you^ 

I.  Have  ^oii  received  his  Spirit.*^  for  he  went  up  to  poi^-' 
down  his  Spirit  upon  his  members  here  below.  "It  is  exp^^* 
dient  for  you  that  I  go  away  :  for  if  1  go  not  away,  the  Conr^^  •• 
i'orter  will  not  come  unto  you ;  but  if  I  depart,  1  will  fend  hif^ 
unto  you,"  John  xvi.  7.  '•  If  any  man  have  not  the  Spirit  c^  . 
Chrift,  he  is  none  of  his."  He  is  a  holy  Spirit,  a  prayin^^^ 
Spirit,  a  Spirit  of  life  and  liberty,  a  public  Spirit  in  a  time  C^' i 
dcfeftion ;  when  the  houfe  of  Chrift  is  turned  into  a  den  c^^-^ 
thieves,  the  zeal  of  his  houfe  will  eat  you  up.  »  ^' 

'   2.  Your  hearts  will  be  frequently  mounting  up  on  high  af\F" 
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ttt  \&m^  as  upon  eagle's  wings.    Tou  will  mount  up  after 
him  in  your  efteenif  faying,  ^*  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but 
thee  ?  and  there  is  none  upon  earth  that  I  defire  befides  thec.^ 
In  your  delight  and  defire,  **  The  defire  of  my  foul  is  to  thee, 
and  the  remembrance  of  thy  name.     In  meditation,  ^<  My 
jrneditation  of  him  (hall  be  fweet."    You  will  be  fending  up 
many  a  cry  in  prayer  after  him,  and. the  lifting  up  of  your 
Jhands  unto  him  will  be  like  the  evening  facrince  ;  you  will 
iend  up  the  prayers  of  faith  like  pillars  of  fmoke,  that  went 
up  when  the  facrifices,  mingled  with  incenfe,  were  offered 
vnder  the  law.   Tou  will  fend  up  not  only  the  cry  of  prayers, 
i>ut  the  cry  of  praife,  like  the  church  here,  ^'  Sing  praifes  un- 
to God,  fing  praifes  :   Blefled  be  his  glorious  name  for  ever ; 
and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  glory.''    If  he  be 
gone  up  as  thy  Head,  thou  wilt  *'  feek  thofe  things  that  aro 
ikbove,  where  Chrift  is  at  the  right  hand  of  God }"  and,  like 
the  woman  clothed  with  the  fun,  you  will  trample  upon  the 
earth.     Tou  will  be  frequently  looking  up  after  him  by  the 
eye  of  faith*     An  zSkdiomtt  wife  will  even  take  pleafure  in 
looking  towards  the  airth  where  her  hufband  is ;  fo  is  it  with 
believers.    Jonas,  even  in  the  belly  of  hell,  cries,  *^  Tet  will 
I  look  again  toward  thy  holy  temple."  And  this  will  yield  re^ 
lief  and  comfort,  *<  They  looked  unto,  him,  and  were  lighten- 
ed," &c«    In  a  word,  you  will  look  to  him  for  all  the  ends  of 
bis  exaltation  at  the  right  hand  of  God*  And  fince  he  is  gone 
up  to  look  after  your  affairs  \n  heaven,  you  will  look  after  his 
afiairs  here  upon  earth,  according  as  he  calls  and  employs 
you  ;  you  will  be  glad  to  *^  caufe  his  name  to  be  remembered 
in  all  generations ;"  and  when  his  intereft  and  people  are  fuf* 
fering,  it  will  go  nearer  your  heart,  than  any  private  concern 
of  your  own,  like  David,  Pfal.  cxxzvii.  6. 

Ufe  third  of  this  do£trine  may  be  of  Confolation  to  all  the 
friends  of  Chrift  in  this  reeling  world  wherein  we  are :  Cod  is 
gone  up  with  a  Jhout^  the  Lord  yfiih  the  found  of  a  trumpet^ 
And  hence  it  will  follow, 

I.  That  thou  (halt  follow  him  ere  it  be  long;  for  the  head, 
when  it  goes  up,  will  draw  all  the  nfiembers  after  it :  **  Where 
i  am,  there  (hall  alfo  my  fervants  be."  Thy  foul  ihall  follow 
him  at  death,  like'  the  foul  of  Lazarus,  under  a  guard  of  an<p 
gels ;  and  thy  body  (hall  follow  him  alfo  at  the  refurrediion, 
he  will  gather  his  faints  together,  they  (hall  meet  the  Lord  in 
(he  air,  and  fit  with  him  upon  his  throne. 
*  2.  Is  Chrift  gone  up  with  a  fliout  ?  then  thou  (halt  not 
want  the  gifts,  graces,  and  influences  of  the  Spirit  to  bear 
you  up,  and  to  carry  you  through  in  the  work  and  fervice  th^t 
he  has  fpr  you  upon  earth.     Why,  "  when  he  afcendcd  on 
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high,  he  received  gifts  for  men ;"  and  what  he  received  for 
us,  he  will  give  out  to  us  according  to  our  need.  And  tfaeie^ 
fore  let  us  not  fear  to  go  his  errands,  though  it  were  to  go 
through  fires  and  waters,  for  your  charges  ihall  be  bonie  by 
him  that  is  gone  up  with  a  ihout. 

3.  Here  is  comfort  under  all  the  glooms  and  frowns  of  men 
in  the  world,  for  owning  Chrift,  his  caufe,  his  kingdom,  his 
truths,  his  ways,  and  people.     Why,  God  is  gem  up  wtb  a 

Jbout.  Chrift  has  oVereome  the  world,  and  all  the  wicked  of 
the  world,  they  are  Chrift^s/^^/,  Pfal.  ex.  f .  God  the  Far- 
ther he  has  put  all  his  enemies  under  his  feet,  and  he  makes  toob 
and  fools  of  them,  and  all  their  politics  *,  for  he  rules  in  the 
mxdft  of  his  enemies,  and  makes  the  wrath  of  man  to  praife 
him.  The  wrath  of  man  has  caft  fome  of  us  out  of  the  efta* 
blifhed  church ;  but  who  knows,  ere  all  be  done,  but  that 
wrath  of  man  (hall  praife  him,  and  be  turned  about  to  the 
advancement  of  the  intereft  of  Chrid,  iii  this  poor  backflidden 
land,  and  to.^he  revival  of  a  corenanted  work  of  reformation  } 

4.  Here  is  comfort  again  ft  the  fear  of  the  '^  roaring  lion, 
who  goes  about  fccking  whom  he  may  devour."  Why»  Chrift 
19  gone  up  wiii  ajtcuf,  and  he  has  'the  Hon  iu  chains,  and  the 
upper  end  of  the  chain  is  in  the  hand  of  an  exalted  Redeemer: 
he  had  him  under  his  command,  wlien  in  a  (late  of  hluniiia- 
tion,  as  you  fee  in  the  cafe  of  the  Gadarens  fwxne;  much  naore 
now  that  he  is  afcended  **  far  above  all  principality  and 
power,  and  might,  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  can 
be  named,  whether  in  this  world,  or  that  which  is  to  come." 
Ere  long  he  will  make  the  poor  tempted  believer  to  tread  Sa- 
tan under  feet. 

5.  Here  is  comfort ;  all  the  angels  in  heaven  are  upon  thy 
fide,  believer,  all  the  armies  of  heaven  are  ready  to  fight  the 
quarrel  of  his  church;  they  want  nothing  but  his  word  of  com- 
mand, for  he  is  ^*  in  the  midil  of  them  as  in  Sinai ;  and  arc 
they  not  all  minijdring  fpirits  fent  forth  to  minifter  for  the 
heirs  of  falvation  ?"  &c.  Pfal.  xxxiv.  7.  "  The  angel  of  tli^ 
liord  encampeth  round  about  them  that  fear  him." 

6.  Here  is  comfort ;  death  is  difarmed  of  its  lUng,  and  ca? 
do  no  hurt.    Why,  Chrift  carried  the  fting  of  death,  and  tl? 
armour  of  this  king  of  terrors  with  him,  when  he  ivent  / 
wM  hJhQuU     *'  I  have  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death." 

7.  Here  is  comfort;   thy  life  is   well  fecured,  believ 
Why,  it  is  hid  in  him  who  is  gone  up  tvith  ajhout  :  Col.  iii 
**  Our  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God.    And  when  Chiift  v 
is  our  life  fhall  appear,  then  (hall  we  alfo  appear  with  hir 
glory.'' 

'    8.  Here  is  comfort,  that  all  providential  difpenfations  i* 
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l^nfmiment  of  the  world,  or  in  thy  own  lot  in  particular, 
fball  be  managed  to  advantage :  Rom.  viii.  28*  ^'  All  things 
ftall  work  together  for  good,  to  them  that  lore  God.**  Why, 
(kiugme  up  withajbout^  and  God  has  **  given  him  to  be 
head  over  all  things  unto  the  church,  which  is  his  body.*' 
And  therefore,  though  black  and  gloomy  difpenfations  fliould 
Caft  up,  fo  as  the  '*  confufed  noife  of  the  warriori  and  gar- 
ments rolled  in  blood,"  (hould  be  heard  and  feen  in  every  cor- 
ner of  the  land  ;  yet  God  is  gene  up  with  ajbout^  and  he  rules 
even  in  the  racing  of  the  fea,  and  when  the  waves  thereof 
toar,  he  ftilleth  them  again ;  and  he  ufually  makes  worldly 
(bakings  to  uiher  in  his  own  coming  in  a  way  of  grace  to  his 
people  :  ^*  I  will  (hake  all  nations,  and  the  defire  of  all  nations 
(hall  come.**  Thus  you  fee,  that  this  doflrinc  is  wonderfully 
comfortable  unto  all  the  true  friends  of  Chrid. 

\Jk  fourth  of  the  doctrine  ihall  be  of  Exhortation.  Is  it  fo 
that  Chrift  is  gone  up  with  a  fliout  to  the  right  hand  of  the 
Majefty  on  high  ?  then, 

1.  Be  exhorted  to  behold  him  with  the  eye  of  faith  upon 
the  throne  $  for  he  that  was  *<  made  a  little  lower  than  the  an- 
f^ls,"  is  now  "  crowned  with  ^lory  and  honour :  and  therefore 
|o  forth,  ye  daughters  of  Zion,  and  behold  King  Solomon 
with  the  crown  wherewith  his  Father  crowned  him,'*  when 
ien^nt  upvntbafiout^  and  with  the  found  of  a  trumpet.  His 
Father  is  beholding  him  with  infinite  delight,  and  he  would 
have  all  the  world  to  behold  him  alfo :  **  This  is  my  beloved 
Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafcd.— Behold  my  fervant  whom 
I  uphold,  mine  elcdl  in  whom  my  foul  dclightcth.'*  He  him- 
felf  is  fond  that  we  (hould  cad  our  eyes  upon  him  :  *^  Look 
ttntome,  and  be  ye  faved,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth."  Oh  how 
ftately  is  he  upon  the  throne  with  all  hit  nobles  about  him  ! 

2.  Lift  up  the  everlafting  doors  of  your  hearts,  that  this 
King  of  glory  may  come  in.  The  gates  of  heaven  were  open- 
ed for  him,  when  he  went  up  with  a  pout ;  and  (hall  not  the 
gates  of  our  hearts  be  opened  to  him,  when  he  comes  knock- 
jog  with  the  rod  of  his  mouth,  faying,  "  Open  unto  me,  and 
I  will  come  in  ?"  &c.  Oh  I  let  him  who  has  now  the  princi- 
jtal  room  in  heaven,  have  alfo  the  principal  room  in  your 
beans  and  fouls. 

3.  Is  he  gone  up  with  a  (hout  ?  Then  "  let  us  come  with 
boldnefs  unto  the  throne  of  ^race,  that  we  may  obtain  mer- 
cy, and  find  grace  to  help  us  in  time  of  need :"  for  he  is  gone 
up  as  *<  our  great  High  Prieft  and  Advocate  (as  you  heard), 
to  appear  in  the  prefence  of  God  for  us."  Thou  haft  a  friend 
ttpoD  the  throne,  believer,  who  hath  "  all  the  fulnefs  of  the 
Codhead  dwelling  in  him  bodily  \  and  it  is  nothing  between 

you 
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you  and  him,  but  "  aflc,  and  yc  (hall  receive,"  &c.    *^  If  aflj 
hian  lack  wifdom,  let  him  aflc  of  God/'  &c« 

4.  Is  he  gone  up  to  the  throne  with  a  (hout^  and  with  th^ 
found  of  a  trumpet  ?  Then  let  all  the  world,  angels,  men,  and 
devils,  reverence  hiilfi^  and  do  him  homage ;  let  '^  every  knee 
bow  unto  hifn»  df  things  in  heaveil,  and  things  in  earth,  and 
things  under  the  earth ;  ^nd  let  evefy  totigue  confefs,  that  his 
name  is  above  every  name ;  that  he  alone  is  the  Lord,  to  the 
glory  and  praife  of  his  eternal  Father."  Sirs,  the  knee  that 
will  not  bow  to  him  fhall  break.  They  that  ;ire  fetting  up 
their  authority,  in  oppofition  to  his  authority,  his  laws,  and 
government,  and  opprefling  his  poor  people,  dear  will  they 
pay  f6r  it :  "  he  will  break  all  his  enemies  as  with  a  rod  of 
iron,  and  dafli  them  in  pieces  as  a  potter's  VefTel.'' 

5.  See  that  you  have  a  due  regard  to  the  laws  and  liberties 
of  his  houfe,  and  the  interefts  of  his  glory  and  kingdom. 
Men  are  trampling  thefe  under  their  feet  at  this  day ;  but 
whatever  others  do,  keep  by  the  laws  of  Chrift  as  your  rule^ 
and  **  do  not  receive  for  do£tri]les  the  cottimaddmettts  of  men. 
Contend  eatiieftly  for  the  faith  delivered  unto  the  faints ;  and 
Hand  fad  in  the  liberties  Wherewith  Chrift  hath  iltade  you 
free,  that  you  be  not  entangled  with  yokes  of  bondage  *,"  and 
when  you  give  a  teftimony  for  Chrift,  **  hold  it  faft,  that^id 
man  take  your  croWn.— Be  faithful  unto  the  death,*'  and  he  thai 
is  gone  up  with  a  (lioiit,  will  call  you  o£F  the  field  of  battle, 
attd  give  you  the  crown  of  joy,  the  **  crown  of  life  and  righ* 
teoumefs  -,  and  not  to  you  only,  but  to  all  that  love  his  appear- 
ing?' 

6.  Is  he  gone  up  with  a  (hout  ?  Then  let  us  never  be  afha- 
med  df  him  before  n^eh,  for  he  is  our  credit  and  ornament; 
he  is  not  aftiamed  to  confefs  us  before  his  Father,  and  before 
"his  angels :  let  us  therefore  have  his  name  written  on  oui 
fore  lieads,  like  thefe  hundred  forty  and  four  thoufand,  who 
ftand  with  him  upon  mount  Zion,  Rev.  xiv.  i.  fo  as  every 
one  may  know  that  we  belong  to  him,  and  wear  his  livery. 

7.  Laftfyy  Let  us  join  in  the  folemnity  of  his  exaltation,  foi 
It  is  not  yet  ended.  They  that  ftioutcd  when  he  went  firft  up  to 
heaven  from  mount  Olivet,  are  (houting  for  joy  to  this  day  ^ 
and  therefore  let  us  join  in  the  concert.  When  he  came  into 
Jerufalem  riding  upon  an  afs,  a  great  company  fhouted,  and 
cried,  faying,  "  Hofanna  to  the  Son  of  David  j"  how  much 
more  doth  it  becohie  us  to  fhout  and  celebrate  his  praifcsj 
when,  inftead  of  riding  upon  an  afs,  he  is  "  riding  in  the  hea- 
vens by  his  great  name  Jah,  and  in  his  excellency  on  the 
fties."    I  conclude  with  tTiat  exhortation.  If.  xii.  laft  verfe^ 
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^\  Cry  out  and  flioutj  thou  inhabitant  of  Zion :  for  great  is  the 
H0I7  One  of  Ifrael  ia  the  midft  of  thee.'' 


THE  WRATH  OF  MAN  BOUNDED  BY  THfi 
POWER  OF  GOD. 


A      S    E    R    M    O    ^ 

HbAchid  At  ST111LINO9  UFON  thb  occasion   of  the  vio- 
lent   EJECTION     of    thb    FOUR    BRETHREN    FROM    MINUTE* 
I  RIAL    COMMUNION    WITH    THB    ESTABLISHED    CHURCH; 


PsAL,  IxxvLlO.— S»r^/|^  lije  wrath  of  man  Jhdll  praife  thee  z  the 
rtmainder  of  ibrath Jhalt  thou  refrain, 

THE  fcventy  interpreters  call  this  pfalm  a  fing  upon  the 
jijfyrians;  which  makes  many  good  interpreters  to  think 
t^t  it  was  penned  upon  the  occaGon  of  the  defeat  of  Senna- 
cherib's army  by  an  angel,  when  they  came  up  arid  befieged 
Jerufalem,  in  the  days  of  Hezckiah.^^  Others  think,  that  it 
Was  penned  upon  the  occafion  of  the  vi£lory  in  the  days  o£ 
Jehofliaphat,  recorded  2  Chron.  3cx.  28.  It  is  not  very  mate- 
lial  which  of  the  two ;  and  therefore  I  fhall  not  ftahd  to  decide 
the  controvcrfy.  We  find  the  church  here  making  a  three-i 
fold  improvement  of  this  glorious  appearance  of  God  in  hi^ 
providence  on  her  behalf,  (i.)  She  improves  it  to  the  honour 
of  Ifrael's  God,  afcribing  the  whole  praife  and  glory  of  it  unto 
liim>  ver.  3.  7.  8.  9.  "  He  brake  the  arrows  of  the  bow,**  5cc. 
[%,)  To  the  perpetual  difgrace  of  IfraePs  enemies,  ver.  5.  6. 
(3.}  To  the  confolation  of  the  true  Ifrael  of.  God  ia  all  ages^ 
in  the  words  read.  Surely  the  nvrath  of  man  fhall  praife  thee^  &c. 

in  which  words  we  have  a  twofold  aflertion,  and  confirma^ 
tbn  of  the  truth  of  both. 

I.  'ihcfrji  aflcrtion  is,  that  the  ivralh  of  man  Jhall praije 
Ood,  Wrath  is  anger  accented  unto  the  higheil  pitch,  o^ 
Uown  up  into  a  flame.     J  he  wrath  of  man  (in  the  original,  it 
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18,  the  wrath  of  Adam^  or  the  wrath  of  ctay^  weak  impotoff 
TMJi)  /ball praife  thee ;  i.  c.  it  fhall  turn  to  the  pmife  and  glory 
of  God,  through  his  over-ruling  providence,  though  quite 
otherwise  intended.  God  will  bring  honour  to  himfelf,  and 
ferve  his  own  holy  and  wife  ends  and  deGgns  out  of  it.  What 
way  God  brings  glory  to  himfelf  out  of  the  wrath  and  rage  of 
man  againft  him,  his  intereft  and  people,  may  be  declared 
more  fully  afterward.  The  fecond  aflcrtion  in  the  words  is, 
The  remainder  of  his  wrath  /halt  thou  re/lrain*  The  remtinder  of" 
his  wrath  ;  i.  e.  what  is  left  behind  of  the  wrath  of  man,  when 
God  has  glorified  him^'^lf  thereby.  Even  after  God  has  de- 
feated the  piirpofes  of  wicked  men,  and  mtde  them  contri* 
bute  to  his  glory,  yet  there  is  abundance  of  wrath  remaining  ^ 
for  wrathy  in  the  latter  part  of  the  text,  is  in  the  plural  num* 
ber  wraths  s  that  is,  great  wrath,  or  abundance  of  wrath  re- 
maining. But  what  becomes  of  that  wrath,  that  is  left  %  God 
fhall  re/tram  \U  The  word  fignifies,  to  gird  upk,  However 
God  may  fee  fit  to  flacken  the  bridle  of  his  providence,  and 
fuffer  wicked  men  to  vent  their  wrath  and  enmity,  as  far  as  it 
(hall  contribute  to  his  glory ;  yet  the  fuperplus  and  remainder 
of  his  wrath,  that  is  not  for  his  glory,  and  his  people's  pro- 
fit, God  will  gird  it  up,  that  they  (hall  not  get  it  vented^ 
But  then, 

2.  We  have  in  the  words  the  ratification,  or  confirmation 
of  the  truth  of  thefe  two  afTertions,  in  that  word  furely,  ^  d. 
However  the  weak  faith  of  God's  people  may  ihake  and  ftag- 
ger ;  however  their  hearts  may  be  moved  like  the  trees  of  thie 
wood,  when  the  wind  and  rage  of  man's  wrath  is  blowing  ; 
and  though  unbelief  may  fugged,  that  the  rage  of  man  fhall 
turn  to  the  difhonour  of  God,  the  hurt  of  his  people,  the 
tuin  of  his  intcred  ;  yet  furely  it  (hall  be  quite  otherwife,  for 
God,  who  cannot  lie,  has  faid  it ;  and  therefore  there  is  not 
the  leaft  peradventure  ancnt  the  fecurity  of  it,  that  the  wrath 
of  man  fljall praife  hirriy  ice. 

From  the  words  thus  opened,  we  may. 

Observe  i.  That  the  wiched  and  ungodly  world  are  filled  with 
great  wrath  ^ainjl  the  children  and  people  of  God.  Such  a  wrath 
had  Cain  againfi  Abel,  and  Haman  againft  Mordecai. 

Obs.  2.  Th/it  the  wrath  of  man  fhall  certainly  turn  to  the 
praife  and  glory  of  God*  Surely  the  wrath  of  man  fkall  praife 
thee* 

Obs.  3.  That  the  wrath  ofman^  however  outrageous ,  is  bounded 
ly  Cod,  As  he  lets  bounds  unto  the  raging  fea,  faying,  **  Hi- 
therto (halt  thou  come,  but  no  further  \  and  here  ftall  thy 
proud  waves  be  flayed  5"  fo  he  girds  up  the  remainder  of 
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min^s  wrath,  that  it  (hall  not  go  one  inch  beyond  the  bounds 
that  he  has  appointed  to  it. 

I  do  not  dcGgn  to  confine  myfelf  at  prefent  to  any  of  thefe 
propofitionSf  but  (hall  endeavour  to  difcourfe  the  words  of 
the  text  in  the  following  order  and  method* 

1. 1  wottidf  fpeak  a  Httle  of  the  wrath  of  man. 

IL  How  it  is  that  the  wrath  of  man  doth  praile  Godj  and 
why  God  will  have  it  fo. 

IIL  Prove,  that  God  reftrains  the  remaiader  of  manV 
wrath,  and  how  he  does  it. 

IV.  Make  fome  improvement  of  the  whole. 

I.  The  firfi  thing  is,  to  fpeak  a  UitU  of  the  wrath  of  man^ 
And  here  I  (hall  endeavour  to  do  two  things,  i.  Shew  whitt 
the  wrath  of  man  imports.  2.  Why  man  hath  fuch  wrath 
againit  -God  and  his  people. 

Firft^  What  the  wrath  of  man  doth  import  ? 

Anfw.  I.  It  imports  the  wickednefs  of  man's  nature,  and 
its  enmity  agalnft  God ;  for  wrath  againft  God,  againft  his 
laws,  againft  his  intereft  or  people,  is  juft  the  fruit  and  pro- 
duft  of  depraved  nature.  Hence  it  is,  that  the  <*  Heathen 
rage,  and  the  people  imagine  a  vain  thing ;  they  break  bis 
bands,  and  caft  away  his  cords  from  them,"  faying  with  Pha- 
raoh, "  Who  is  the  liord  that  we  (hould  obey  him  V* 

S.  This  expreilion,  the  wrath  efman^  imports  the  weaknefs 
and  impotence  of  it  \  it  is  but  the  wrath  of  Adamy  or  of  red  clay ^ 
as  I  noticed  in  the  e}^plication.  How  contemptibly  doth  the 
Spirit  of  God  fpeak  of  man,  and  of  the  power  of  man,  in 
fciipture  i  <<  Ceafe  ye  from  man,  whofe  breath  is  in  his  nof- 
trils  :  for  wherein  is  he  to  be  accounted  of?'*  The  wrath  of 
man,  when  it  is  lengthened  out  to  its  utmoft  boundaries,  can 
only  go  the  length  of  killing  the  body,  or  of  breaking  the 
iheath  of  clay  in  which  the  foul  lodges,  and  then  it  can  do  no 
snore. 

3.  It  imports  the  raflinefs  and  precipitancy  of  it ;  for  a  man 
in  wrath  he  is  juft  hurried  with  pride  and  pafiion,  without  re- 
gard either  to  the  principles  of  reafon  or  religion.  Hence  it 
s^,  that  men  in  wrath  or  rage,  they  are  hurried  into  fuch  a£ls 
and  inconveniences,  as  cauies  fmart  and  torment  when  the/ 
come  to  cool  blood. 

4.  It  implies  the  fiercenefs  of  it.  With  what  eagernefs  of 
fpirit  do  men  in  wrath  profecute  their  defigns  ?  How  furious 
was  Efau  in  petfecuting  his  brother  Jacob  i  •  With  what  fury 
did  Nebuchadnezzar  purfue  his  refcntment  againft  the  three 
^|iildrcn|  who  rcf ufed  tp  bow  down  to  his  idol-god  i 
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5.  It  implies  the  illegality  and  arbitrarincfs  of  it.'^A  man 
in  vi^rath  has  no  regard  either  to  the  laws  of  God  or  man,  be- 
ing fulljr  under  the  law  of  his  own  libfts  ;  fuch  as,  malice,  re- 
venge, pride,  ^nd  the  like  corruption. 

Seeondlyy  I  come  to  inquire,  whence  is  it  that  wicked  men 
have  fo  great  wrath  again  ft  God,  his  people,  and  intereft  ? 

Anfw,  T.  This  flows  from  the  power  of  Satan  in  and  over 
them ;  for  he  rules  in  the  hearts  of  the  children  of  difobe- 
dience :  Rev.  xii.  1 2.  "  Wo  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  earthy 
'and  of  the  fea :  for  the  devil  is  come  down  unto  you  in  grea^ 
wrath,  becaiife  he  knoweth  that  his  time  is  fhort.'-     The  de- 
vil is  filled  with  rage  againft  the  church  of  Chrift,  comparecf. 
there  unco  '*  a  woman  clothed  with  the  fun,  and  the  mooim 
under  her  fect/^     And  how  is  it  that  the  devil  vents  his  rag^ 
againft  the  church,  but  by  fetting  wicked  men  under  his  go— 
^  vernment  a* work  to  "perfecute  and  opprcfs  her  ?  Hence  wheiv. 
the  wicked  cafts  God*s  people  into  prifon,  it  is  faid  to  be  don^ 
by  the  devil :  Rev.  ii.  "  The  devil  (hall  caft  fome  of  you  inum 
prifon ;  and  ye  (hall  have  tribulation  ten  days/'     And  the/r 
cannot  but  run  faft  whom  the  devil  drives. 

2.  This  flows  from  the  power  of  natural  enmity  againSz^ 
Ood  and  his  intereft,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  poifon  anAT 
venom  of  the  devil's  malice  infufed  into  the  fouls  of  wickeA 
men  ;  and  when  the  devil  has  any  ill  turn  to  do  in  the  worlds 
he  has  no  more  ado,  but  to  fay  to  this,  or  the  other  luft  of  this 
heart,  Go,  and  it  goes  ;  and  to  another.  Come,  and  it  cometh. 
The  wheel  of  corrupt  nature  juft  rolls  as  the  devil  would  have 

it. 

3.  They  are  filled  with  wrath  againft  the  people  of  .Godf 
becaufe  their  own  works  are  evil,  and  the  works  of  the  other 
good.  This  was  the  reafon  why  Cain  flew  his  brother  Abel^ 
t  John  iii.  12. 

4.  Becaufe  God's  people  feek  the  good  of  the  church  of 
Chrift  upon  earth,  but  the  wicked  feek  to  deftroy  it.  The 
one  prays  for  the  peace  of  Jcrufalem,  and  takes  pleafure  in 
her  Hones  and  rubbifh  j  whereas  the  wicked  feek  to  ruin  it; 
they  cry,  "  Rafe,  rafe  Jerufalem  to  the  foundation :"  and 
therefore  they  cannot  but  be  filled  with  rage  againft  thoftf* 
that  crofs  their  meafures.     This  much  for  xka^firft  thing  in 

*  the  method. 

II.  lihtfecond  thing  was,  to  inquire  how  is  it  that  the  wrath 
of  man  dothprctife  God  P 

I  premife,  that  God  is  praifcd  among  men  two  ways,  either 
in  an  aftive,  or  in  a  paflTive  way.  i.  Aftively,  by  faints  and 
angels  in  ihp  church  militant  and  triumphant,  where  praife 
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wuttiith  fir  him  continually,  Pfal.  Ixv.  r.  2.  PafBvely,  and 
thus  every  thing  that  hath  a  being  doth  praife  God.  The 
birds  of  the  air,  the  beads  of  the  field,  the  fiihes  of  the  fca,  the 
fun,  moon,  and  ftars^  heaven  and  earth,  and  every  creature, 
doth  praife  their  glorious  Creator,  Pfal.  xix.  *^  The  heavens 
declare  the  glory  of  God,"  &c. 

^efu  How  is  it  that  the  virrath'of  man  doth  praife  God  ? 

Anpw.  God  levies  a  tribute  of  praife  out  of  the  wrath  of 
man, 

1.  By  making  it  to  redound  to  the  glory  of  his  name,  and 
the  illuftration  of  the  perfections  of  his  nature.  He  glorifies 
his  power  by  ruling  and  over-ruling  all  the  motions  of  their 
corrupt  minds  and  aAions ;  for  wherein  they  deal  proudly,  he 
is  above  them,  they  are  all  under  the  check  and  controul  of 
his  all-governing  hand,  for  '*  he  rules  in  the  midil  of  his  ene- 
mies." He  glorifies  his  wifdom  many  times  in  fruftrating 
their  defigns  againft  his  church  and  people,  and  by  taking 
them  in  their  own  gins.  Job  v.  12.  13.  He  difappoints  the 
devices  of  the  crafty,  fo  that  their  hands  cannot  perform  their 
enterprifes ;  he  taketh  the  wife  in  their  own  craftinefs,  and 
the  counfel  of  the  froward  is  turned  headlong.  He  turns  the 
wratli  of  man  to  the  praife  of  his  own  juftice  and  feverity ;  for 
all  the  time  that  the  wicked  are  raging  againft  God  and  his  in- 
tereft,  they  are  '*  treafuring  up  to  themfelves  wrath  againft 
the  day  of  wrath  ;"  and  God's  righteous  judgement,  when  it 
is  aAtially  revealed  againd  them,  becomes  hereby  the  more 
confpicuous  and  apparent  to  the  world.  He  turns  the  wrath 
of  man  to  the  praife  of  his  adorable  fovereignty.  Never  have 
the  Lord's  people  had  fuch  awful  impre(lions  of  the  fovereign- 
ty (rf  God,  as  when  they  have  been  in  the  furnace  of  man's 
wrath,  then  they  become  dumb  with  lilence.  When  the 
Chaldean  and  Sabean  robbers  are  let  loofe  to  plunder,  and 
Ipoil  the  fubftance  of  Job,  he  is  made  to  view  adorable  fove- 
reignty in  it,  faying,  •«  The  Lord  hath  given,  the  Lord  hath 

.  taken ;  blefied  be  the  name  of  the  Lord."  It  is  in  fuch  a  cafe 
as  thisi  that  God  fays  to  his  own  people,  **  Be  dill,  and  know 
that  I  am  God  :  I  will  be  exalted  among  the  Heathen."  Thus 
the  Lord  levies  praife,  &c. 

2.  The  wrath  of  man  (hall  praife  God,  by  making  it  fuh* 
fervient  to  the  advancement  of  his  own  work  in  and  about 
bis  church.  The  'wrath  of  man  would  feem  to  ruid  the 
church ;  but  God  makes  ufe  of  it  to  help  up  the  buildings 
though  fuch  a  thing  does  not  enter  into  their  hciirts. 

^eft.  What  work  of  God  about  the  church  is  advanced  by 
the  wrath  of  men  ? 
Anfw.  In  thefc  few  particulars,  which  I  do  not  infid  upon, 
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becaufe  I  had  occafion  to  fpeak  to  themi  when  upon  another 
text. 

}/?,  His  difcovering  work ;  for  by  the  wind  of  man's  wrath^ 
he  fcparates  between  the  precious  and  the  vile,  betwixt  the 
chaff  and  the  wheat.  In  die  day  of  the  church's  profperity 
and  quieti  hypocrites  and  true  believers  are  mingled  together, 
like  the  chaff  and  wheat  in  the  barn-floor;  but  the  Lordj  like 
the  hufbandman,  opens  the  door  of  his  barn,  and  puts  the 
wind  of  man's  wrath  through  ir,  that  the  world  may  knov 
which  is  which.  O  Sirs,  much  chaff  is  caft  up  already,  both 
among  miniders  and  profefTors ;  but  it  is  like  the  wind  and 
fift  may  caft  up  much  mpre  yet  ere  all  be  done. 

2(//y,  God's  purging  work  is  advanced  among  his  own  chil* 
4ren  by  the  wrath  of  man  ;  there  Is  much  of  the  drofs  of  cor- 
ruption cleaves  to  the  Lord's  people  while  in  the  wildernefs. 
Now,  the  Lord,  he  heats  the  furnace  of  man's  wrath,  and 
^tAs  his  people  into  it,  that  when  he  has  tried  them,  he  may 
bring  them  forth  as  gold.  ^^  By  this  (hall  the  iniquity  of  Ji« 
cob  be  purged. — He  wafhes  away  the  filth  of  the  daughter 
of  Zion,  and  purges  the  blood  of  Jerufalem  from  the  midft 
thereof,  by  the  fpirit  of  judgement,  and  by  the  fpirit  of  bum- 

^dlyy  God's  uniting  work  is  thereby  advanced  in  a  time  of 
peace,  and  external  tranquillity.  The  fhecp  of  Chrift  fcattcr 
and  divide  ajnong  themfelves  ;  but  God  lets  loofe  the  dogs 
upon  them,  and  then  the  flock  runs  together;  or  like  pieces  of 
metal  call  into  the  fire,  they  run  together  in  a  lump. 

4/A/)^,  God's  enlarging  work,  or  his  work  of  fpreading  the 
gofpel,  is  fometimes  advanced  by  thewraih  pf  man,  Afts  viiij 
I — 5.  The  gofpel,  like  the  camomile^  the  more  it  is  tread 
upon,  the  more  it  fpreads. 

3.  The  wrath  cf  man  praifes  God,  by  miniilering  matter  of 
praife  to  the  faints  of  God  in  the  wildernefs.  The  wrath  of 
Pharaoh  and  of  the  Egyptians  made  up  a  part  of  Ifrael's  fong, 
Eyed.  XV.  "  The  enemy  faid,  I  will  purfue,  I  will  overtake,  I 
will  divide  the  fpoil :  my  lull  ihall  be  fatisfied  upon  them,  I 
will  draw  my  fword.  my  hand  (hall  deftroy  them :"  and,  Ot! 
what  praife  did  it  beget,  when  the  heat  of  their  wrath  was 
quenched  in  the  deeps  of  the  fea,  and  they  made  to  fink  lite 
lead  in  the  mighty  waters  ! 

4,  God  many  times  extorts  praife  to  himfelf  out  of  the 
mouths  of  his  enemies,  efpecially  when  they  fee  God  taking 
the  field  againft  them  in  a  way  of  terrible  majefty.  Exod. 
xiv.  24.  25.  Phaiaoh,  and  his  armies  and  chariots,  purfue  Ifracl 
into  the  niidilof  the  Red  fea  ;  thereupon  the  Lord  looks  upon 
rhc  hoft  of  the  Egyptians  with  a  frown,  through  the  pillar  of 
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Rre  and  of  cbud,  and  takes  o(F  their  chariot  wheels,  makes 
them  to  drive  heavily,  and  fo  troubles  them ;  upon  which 
ihey  ate  forced  to  praife  the  God  of  Ifracl  by  a  folemn  ac- 
knowledgement, "  Come  (fay  they),  let  us  fly  before  IftacI ; 
For  the  Lord  fighteth  for  them.**  And  thus  you  fee  how  it  is 
that  the  wrath  of  man  doth  praife  the  Lord. 

And  if  you  aflc  me.  Why  is  it  that  the  wrath  of  man  (ball 
pay  this  tribute  of  praife  unto  God  ?  I  anfwer, 

1.  Becaufe  all  beings  muft  pay  this  tribute  to  the  Supreme 
Eletng  on  whom  they  depend.  "  Of  him,  and  through  him, 
atid  to  him  arc  all  things ;"  and  therefore  to  him  mull  "  be 
glory  and  praife  Tor  ever,'*  Rom.  xi.  **  God  made  all  things 
for  himfelf }  /and  the  wicked  for  the  day  of  evil,"  fays  Solo- 
mon. 

2.  Becaufe  God  loves  to  fruftrate  and  baffle  the  devil  and 
all  his  inftruments.  They  defign  to  difhonour  God,  and  to 
rum  hts  intereft  in  the  world  ;  but  even  that  which  was  in- 
tended for  their  hurt,  is  turned  about  to  their  advantage. 
Thus  in  the  death  of  Chrift,  the  devil  and  his  agents  intended 
no  lefs  than  the  total  defeat  of  the  defign  of  his  incarnation, 
and  they  thought,  that  when  they  got  him  in  the  grave,  all 
was  fafc  and  fure ;  and  yet  the  very  crofs  and  death  of'  Chrid 
is  made  a  triumphant  chariot,  in  which  Chrift  ^^  fpoils  princi- 
palities and  powers,  making  a  (hew  of  them  openly  in  it.** 

3.  God  will  have  it  fo,  that  his  people  may  trufl  him  and 
glorify  him  in  a  way  of  believing,  waiting  and  depending  on 
him  even  in  the  worft  of  times  -,  like  Abraham,  the  father  of 
the  faithful,  <^  who  againft  hope  believed  in  hope,  and  ftag- 
gered  not  at  the  promife  through  unbelief."  The  day  of  the 
wrath  of  man,  is  a  day  when  God  is  efpecially  calling  us  to 
put  our  truft  in  him,  according  to  the  example  of  David,  Pfak 
111.  9.  "  Becaufe  of  his  ftrength  («.  e,  the  ftrength,  power,  and 
rage  of  the  enemy)  will  I  wait  upon  thee  :  for  thou  art  my 
defence.** 

III.  The  third  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  inquin  how  is  it 
that  God  re/trains  the  remainder  of  marCs  ivrath  ?  Anfnv.  He 
has  various  ways  of  doing  it.     As, 

f .  He  fometimes  reftrains  their  wrath,  by  converting  them; 
a  caft  of  converting  grace  will  make  the  "  wolf  to  dwell  with 
the  lamb,  and  the  leopard  to  lie  down  peaceably  with  the  kid." 
So  Saul,  Ads  ix.  when  he  is  breathing  out  death  and  flaugh- 
tcr  againtt  the  difciples  and  followers  of  Chrift,  God  meets 
tern  in  his  way  to  Datnafcus,  and  gives  him  fuch  a  turn,  that 
pcrfecuting  Saul  becomes  a  preaching  PauU     It  is  eafy  with 

God 
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God  to  wreft  a  weapon  out  of  the  devil's  hafidf  adfd  turn  \i 
again  ft  him  and  his  kingdom. 

2.  Sometimes  by  diverting  them  from  their  defign,  as  be  did 
Sennacherib  for  a  while,  when  his  wrath  was  bent  againff 
God's  Ifrael :  God  raifes  up  the  inhabitants  of  Libnah  againft 
him,  the  rumour  of  which  obliged  him  to  defift  from  his* 
wrathful  enterprife  at  that  time,  2  Kings  xix.  7.  So,  i  Sam. 
xxiii.  27.  28.  in  the  cafe  of  David  and  Saul,  God  fends  the 
Philiftincs  to  give  him  a  diverfion  from  purfuing  after  David. 
It  is  eafy  for  God  to  give  wicked  men  another  tow  in  their' 
rock,  than  to  moleft  the  Lord's  people,  whom  they  otherwife 
would  fwallow  up  quick. 

3.  Sometimes  by  deftroying  them,  as  he  did  Pharaoh  and 
the  Egyptians  when  purfuing  ifrael,  as  we  obferved  juft  now ; 
**  Envy  flays  the  filly  one." 

4.  By  putting  favourable  thoughts  of  God's  people  in  the 
hearts  of  their  enemies,  whereby  their  wrath  is  ftayed  \  for 
<^when  aman's  ways  pleafe  the  Lord,  he  many  times caufes  their 
very  enemies  to  be  at  pe^ce  with  him."  Thus  the  heart  of 
Nebuchadnezzar  was  turtied  toward  the  three  children,  whom 
be  threw  into  a  furnace  feven  times  heated,  Dan.  ii.  46—48. 
See  the  like,  Dan.  v.  29.  ^*  The  hearts  of  kings  are  in  the  haiul 
of  the  Lord,  and  he  turns  them  as  the  rivers  of  waters."  Hour  ; 
eafy  is  it  for  God  to  give  orders  even  to  the  earth  to  help  the  I 
woman,  and  befriend  her. 

5.  Sometimes  by  difclofing  their  fecrets,  and  revealing  their 
angry  and  wrathful  plots  againft  the  church  and  people  oi 
God.  .Thus  the  fecret  plots  of  the  king  of  Aflyria  were  dif- 
clofed  and  revealed  to  the  king  of  Ifrael,  by  the  prophet  Elifbaf 
whereby  his  defign  againft  Ifrael  was  baffled,  and  his  rage  ftayed. 

6.  Sometimes  by  blunting  their  courage,  and  taking  away 
both  heart  and  hand  from  them.     ^*  The  ftout-hearted  ate 
fpoiled,  and  none  of  the  men  of  might  find  their  hands,"  whc» 
God  binds  them.     Sometimes  he  juft  confufes  and  confounds 
the  enemies  of  his  church  and  people,  by  things  which  can  ^^ 
them  little  or  no  harm.     Thus  the  Midianites,  Judg,  vii.  3-*^^ 
difordered  and  confounded  with  the  found  of  the  trumpc  <^*' 
and  the  breaking  of  Gideon's  pitchers  ;  and  the  Moabites  ^  "^ 
confounded  and  defeated  by  the  (hining  of  the  fun  upon  C^^ 
waters,  2  Kings  iii.  &c. 

IV.  The  fourth  thing  was  the  U/e  of  the  whole.     Ufc/^^ 
may  be  of  Information^  in  the  few  following  particulars.    Is 
fo,  as  you  have  heard,  that  wicked  men  are  fo  full  of  wrab^  ^ 
againft  God,  his  people,  and  intereft.**     Then, 

I.  See  hence  the  corruption  and  depravation  of  natur^;^ 
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V  The  Wicked  are  eftrangcd.from  the  worab,  they  gO  aftray  as 
foon  as  they  are  born.'*  When  we  fee  a  wicked  world  fuU  of 
envy,  wiath,  and  malice,  againft  Chrift  and  his  intereit,  ta- 
king all  imaginable  ways  thtry  carl  think  upon  to  ruin  and  raf<; 
it, .  we  may  dearly  fee  in  this^  that  man'8  nature  is  not  now 
what  it  once  was ;  '*  every  thought  and  imagination  of  the 
heart  is  only  evil,  and  continually  evil."  And  hence  it  is, 
'that  there  is  fo  much  of  the  foam  of  profanity,  curHng,  lying, 
fwearing,  drinking,  lincleannefs.  Sabbath-breaking,  and  other 
evils  break  out  of  it,  to  the  dishonour  of  God,  and  the  fcanda) 
and  reproach  of  our  holy  religion.  Oh  1  how  much  need 
of  converting  work  in  our  day,  which,  alas  I  is  at  fuch  a-  me-* 
lancholy  ftand  I 

2.  See,  from  what  is  faid,  the  folly  and  madnefs  of  fmners 
who  fight  againft  God,  and  his  caufe  and  intereft :  why,  they 
can  never  prevail ;  for  God  turns  matters  about  fo  in  the  event, 
that  the  ^rath  of  manfhaU  praife  him ;  God's  end  (hall  be 
reached,  and  nbt  theirs.  So  that  they  who  fight  againd  God| 
they  are  like  madmen,  ru(hing  their  heads  againlt  a  wall  of 
brafs  i  they  may  well  dafli  themfelves  in  pieces,  but  they  Ihall 
never  do  any  hurt  unto  the  caufe  of  God :  The  wrath  of  man 

JkaUprai/e  him, 

3.  See  hence,  that  there  is  a  holy  and  over-ruling  provi- 
dence in  the  moil  gloomy  and  threatening  difpenfations  that 
befal  God's  people.  The  wrath  of  man,  that  would  feem  to 
fwallow  up  the  poor  people  of  God,  is  under  the  check  and 
management  of  a  holy  and  wife  providence.  .  We  are  ready, 
when  God's  way  is  in  the  fta,  and  in  the  whirlwind,  to  cry 
out^  Now  all  is  gone,  the  intereft  of  Ghrift  will  (ink,  and  God 
will  be  difhonoured;  but  ftaf  a  little,  ^^  He  that  believed  ihall 
not  make  hafte ;"  there  is  a  wheel  within  a  wheel,  which  will 
turn  matters  about  fo,  as  the  wrath  of  man  Jha/I praife  God,  and 
advanpe  his  intereft,  inftead  of  ruining  it. 

4*  See  hence  a  notable  antidote  againft  the  flavifh  fear  of 
man's  wrath,  which  caufes  a  fnare^  efpecially  in  a  day  when 
the  wicked  walk  on  every  fide,  and  th^^  vileft  of  meii  are  ad- 
vanced to  power  and  authority  ;  and  they  employing  their 
power  to  opprefs  God's  people,  and  to  ruin  his  intereft.  Why, 
what  ground  is  there  to  fear  the  wrath  of  man,  when  God 
has  faidj  that  the  wrath  of  man fhali  praife  biin^  and  the  remainder^ 
of  it  he  will  reftrain  /  **  Who  art  thou,  that  art  afraid  of  man 
that  ihall  die,  and  of  the  fon  of  mad  that  (hall  be  as  grafs? 
and  forgetteft  the  Lord  thy  Maker  ?"  &c.  Sirs,  let  us  never 
ftep  out  of  God's  road  through  the  fear  of  man,  great  or 
fmail;  Vfhy^  the  wrath  of  man  fhallpraije  the  Lord,  In  ihun- 
xiing  the  wjath  of  man  by  any  finJFul  ihift,  we  run  upon  the 
boffes  of  God's  buckler. 

Vol.  11,  O  d  5*  See 
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5.  Sec  hcftce,  that  **  it  is  belter  to  truft  in  Ac  Lord  dia&to 
put  confidence  in  men :  Better  to  truft  in  the  Liord,  than  to  pot 
confidence  in  princes."  Why,  by  trufling  in  the  Lord^  we 
are  under  his  prote£lion,  who  has  devils  and  men  under  hb 
comn-and,  and  by  trufting  in  man  we  throw  onifelvea'OUtiram 
u^der  the  care  and -providence  of  God.  **  Curfcd  is  the  roan 
that  trufle'th  in  man,  and  maketh  fleih  his  arm,  and  wfaofe 
heart  departeth  from  the  Lord/' 

6.  See  whence  it  is  that  the  church  of  Chrift  has  been  pre* 
ferved,  in  aH  ages,  amidft  the  greaceft  ftorms,  when  hell  and 
earth  has  been  raging,  and  plotting  her  ruin.  Why,  heic  M 
the  ground  of  it,  God  has  fo  alway«  ordered  matters,  as  to 
make  the  nvrath  of  man  to  praife  him^  and  to  advance  hia  inte- 
reft  5  and  what  of  man's  wrath  did  not  praife  God,  that  God 
has  reftrained.  The  church  of  Chrift  is  Hke  a  ihip  at  fea^ 
meeting  with  a  great  variety  of  winds ;  but  the  &ilful  pilot, 
by  his  wife  management,  makes  an  advantage  of  every  wind 
that  blows,  to -carry  him  forward  to  the-defired  haven,  asd  tp 
a  fafe  landing  at  laft*  Our  fkilful  pilot,  the  Lord  Jefus,  oa 
whofe  (honldcrs  the  government  is  laid,  he  well  kno^xKs  how 
to  gather  the  windsi  and  to  manage  the  fails  of  the  fiiip,  fo 
as  to  bring  his  people  at  laft  to  the  eternal  wiftied-for  haven 
of  glory,  Through  the  ftormy  and  contrary  winds  of  man's 
wrath,  and  the  rage  of  devils  ;yj?r  the  wrath  of  man  /hall  praifi 
himy  &c. 

7.  This  do£lrme  (hould  teach  us  to  bear  injuries,  efpeciallf 
for  the  cr^ufc  of  Chrift,  with  a  great  deal  of  mceknefs,  pa- 
tience, and  qiiictnefs  of  fpirit,  and  to  refer  our  cauie  to  the 
Lord,  when  fufFering  wrongfully  at  the  hand  of  man.  Why» 
you  fee  that  the  wrath  of  man  is  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,aiid 
whenever  he  fees  it  for  his  glory,  and  our  good,  he  will  reftratn 
It,  and  like  wife  repay  it ;  "  for  vengeance  is  mine,  faith  the 
Lord."  When  we  refent  our  quarrels  with  our  own  han^i 
we  take  it  out  of  the  hand  of  God;  and  therefore  let  us  folJovr 
the  example  of  Chrift,  who,  "  who  when  he  was  reviled,  re- 
viled not  again,  and  when  he  fuftcred,  he  threatened  not/ 
leaving  his  caufe  in  his  Father's  hand  ;  and  we  fee  now  wh«^ 
is  to  come  of  it :  the  poor  Jews,  who  did  imprecate  liis  blo^ 
to  be  upon  them  and  their  children,  they  have  been  fma*^' 
ing  under  the  weight  of  God's  hand  tbefe  feventeen  hundi*^ 
years.  "  . 

\](c  fecond  may  be  of  Exhortation,  Is  it  fo  \X\7it  the  wrath  ^ 
man  f  jail  praife  the  Lord  ?  viz.  in  a  paflive  way,  doth  he  1^^?^ 
this  tribute  of  praife  out  of  the  wrath  and  wickedncfsof  m^"' 
Then  let  us  all  be  concerned  to  praife  and  glorify  him  in  *^ 
aftive  way  and  manner. 
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iUtff.  I.  This  is  the  end  and  deBgn  of  our  very  bein^  ;  it  is 
the  chkf  end  of  man,  that  we  fliould  be  to  the  glory  of  him 
that  mafk  us  \  and  God  will  levy  glory  to  himCelf  upon  us  one 
way  or  another,  and  therefore  let  us  ftudy  the  end  of  our  being, 
by  being  a£live  to  advance  his  glory  in  our  day. 

Mot.  2.  This  is  the  end  of  our  efll'£tual  caliin;;  and  new 
creation  in  Jcfus  Chrift.  **  This  people  have  I  formed  for  my- 
felf,  that  they  (bouKi  {hew  forth  my  praife.  Yc  are  a  chufcn 
generation,  a  royal  priedhood,"  &c.  i  Pet.  ii.  9. 

Mot.  3.  This  is  the  end  of  our  redemption  by  Chrift  :  "  Ye 
are  not  your  own,  but  ye  arc  bought  with  a  price  :  therefore 
glorify  God  with  your  bodies  and  fpirics,  whicli  are  his." 

Mot,  4.  This  is  the  end  of  your  trlcrtion  from  eternity. 
Why  did  God  ftt  his  love  upon  any  of  Adam*s  race,  but  that 
they  might  praife  him  ?  Eph.  i.  "  He  hath  chofen  us  to  him- 
fclf,  he  hath  predeftinate  us  unto  the  adoption  of  children," 
that  we  (hould  be  ^*  to  the  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  grace." 

Moi.  5.  This  is  the  work  wherein  all  the  creatures  round 
a^ut  you  are  employed.  "  All  his  works  praife  him  ;"  and 
therefore  let  his  **  faints  bl^fs  him,"  faying^  as  David,  Pfal.  ciii. 
^'  h\ek  the  Lord,  O  my  foul :  and  all  that  is  within  me,  blefa 
bis  holy  name." 

^/^.  How  (hall  we  praife  him  in  an  aftivc  way,  whom 
the  very  wrath  of  man  Ihall  praife  ? 

Anfuf*  I.  By  believing  in  the  name  of  his  Son,  and  fctting 
to  the  feaiy  that  the  record  cf  God  is  true.  Thus  Abraham 
believed  God,  by  not  ftaj:;gering  at  the  promifc  through  unbe- 
^f :  for  he  was  drong  in  the  faith,  and  thereby  gave  glory  to 
God.** 

2.  By  being  obedient  unto  his  commands,  and  having  a  well 
ordered  converfation  ;  for  fruitful  profeflbrs  are  the  glory  of 
Cbrift,  and  the  ornament  of  his  garden:  "  They  fhall  be  call- 
ed the  trees  of  rightcoufnefs,  the  planting  of  the  Lord,  \v\ 
Whom  he  will  be  glorified.  Pfal.  1.  2j.  **  Whofo  ofFcreth 
praife  glorifieth  me  5  and  to  him  thatordereth  his  converfation 
aright,  will  1  (hew  the  falvation  of  God."  . 

3.  By  a  fteady  adherence  to  him,  his  caufe  and  intereft, 
Uic  rights  of  his  crown  and  kingdom,  when  the  wrath  of  man 
Would  rob  us  of  tliem  -,  hence  we  are  called  at  fuch  a  time 
to  *^  contend  earneftly  for  the  faith  delivered  to  the  faints,'* 
^nd  to  "  ftand  faft  in  the  liberties  wherewith  Chrift  hath  made 
Us  free;"  and  when  we  willingly  walk  after  the  commandments 
of  men,  and  quit  his  caufe,  we  caft  a  refle£iion  upon  him,  as  if 
iicither  he,  nor  his  truths  or  caufe,  were  worthy  the  contend- 
ing for. 

4.  By  a  cheerful  fufFering  for  him,  whcacvcr  he  fhall  call 
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for  a  witnefs  to  the  people,  a  leadei  and  commander  to  the 
people."  Obfervc,  It  is  glorious  encouragement  to  the  travel- 
lers to  glory  to  hold  on  their  way,  that  Chrift  goes  before  them 
as  the  brenker  up  of  thcir  way,  **  Behold,  I  fend  mine  Angel 
before  thee,'*  &c.  See  alfo  to  this  purpofe,  Mic.  ii.  laft  vcrfc, 
•*  The  breaker  is  come  up  before  them  :  they  liave  gone  forth, 
they  have  paflcd  through  the  gate,  their  King  (hall  pafs  before 
them,  and  the  Lord  of  holts  on  the  I;ead  of  them." 

2.  We  have  here  the  charge  that  is  given  to  Ifrael  with  refe- 
Tcnce  unto  tliis  Angel,  Tcfus  Chrift :  *^  Beware  of  him,  and 
obey  his  voice,  provoke  him  not.**  ^.  d.  Take  care  that  you 
follow  his  counfel,obey  his  commandments,  and  behave  your- 
felves  with  atl  fuitable  regard  towards  him,  without  grieving 
his  Spirit,  by  turning  afide  to  the  ways  of  your  own  he*ft«;  let 
him  have  full  trufl  and  credit,  and  beware  of  difcbeJience  or 
rebellion  againd  him. 

3.  We  havc«n  awful  ceitification  in  cafe  of  dlfobedi^ncs 
and  obftinacy  in  fin :  **  He  will  not  pardon  your  tranfgrcf- 
fions."  ^eft.  How  doth  this  agree  with  that  title  given  him, 
Exod.  xxxiv.  6. 7.  "  The  Lord  God,  pardoning  iniquity,  tranf- 
greffion,  and  fin  ?"  Or  with  that  promif::,  "  1,  even  I  am  he 
that  Wottcth  out  thine  iniquities  for  mine  own  name's  fake  ?*" 
Anpvt).  Although  he  pardons  the  iniqoiries  of  the  wicked,  tha. 
forfakc  thcir  wicked  ways  find  finful  thoughts,  and  turn  uutc 
God  through  him,  yet  he  will  not  pardon  the  iniquities  of  tK< 
obftinate  and  impenitent  finner:  110,  "  he  will  wound  the  hea<: 
of  his  enemies,  and  the  hairy  fcalp  of  all  ihem  that  go  on  in 
thcir  trefpaflcs."  Or  the  irieaniiig  may  be,  He  will  not  par- 
don your  tranfgrefiions  without  a  ranfom  or  fatisfaflion  ;  and 
in  this  fenfc  we  arc  told,  in  the  forecired  Exod.  xxxiv.  7.  "  that 
he  will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty;"  he  will  by  no  me.-.ns 
juflify  the  guilty  fmncr,  without  a  perftd  righteoufnefs  pro- 
vided and  accepted. 

4.  We  have  here  a  weighty  reafon  given  why  they  were 
to  obey  his  voice,  and  to  beware  of  provoking  him ';  w  by,  fays 
the  Lord,  My  name  is  in  him. 

Where  two  things  are  confiderable,  (f.)  The  great  tiling 
^vhereby  God  makes  hinifelf  known  among  the  chidren  of 
men,  and  that  is  his  name.  (2.)  Where  this  name  of  God  is 
to  be  read  and  fcen  in  its  brii^litfll  characttrs,  even  in  Chrift, 
the  Angel  of  thtr  covenant,  who  is  the  image  of  the  invifible 
God  :  A  fy  name  is  in  kirn.  The  words  will  be  luii her  cleared  in 
profccuting  the  following  obft^rvation. 

Doer.  "  Thr»t  an  av.ful  regard  is  due  unto  Cliriil:,  our  glori- 
ous ImniaBucl,  becaufc  the  name  ot  God  is  in  hira.  beware 

of 
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TWELVE     SERMONS, 

[E  FIRST  OP  WHICH  WAS  PREACHED  IN  SEPTEMBER  I734i 
AT  THE  SACRAMENT  AT  THE  QUEENSFERRT,  AND  AFTER- 
WARDS ENLARGED   UPON    IN   HIS   OWN   CHURCH  AT  STIi^* 

ExoD*  xxiii.  21. '^  My  name  is  in  him 

THE  FIRST  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 

rHESE  words  are  a  part  of  the  inflruAIons  that  God  de- 
livered unto  Mofes  for  the  ufe  of  the  church  of  Ifracl,^ 
om  mount  Sinai.  They  were  now  upon  their  march  through 
e  howling  wildernefs  towards  the  land  of  CanaaUi  which  God 
id  promifed  to  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob,  and  to  their  feed : 
id  to  encourage  them  againfl:  the  fears  of  wandering,  or  loGng 
eir  way,  he  aflures  them  of  a  fafe  convoy,  and  that  under  an 
fallible  guide. 

More  particularly,  in  thefe  two  verfes  I  have  read,  notice, 
I.  A  gracious  promife  of  Chrift,  as  a  leader  and  command* 

unto  Ifrael :  ver.  ao.  **  Behold,  I  fend  an  Angel  before 
ee,  to  le^d  thee  in  the  way,  and  to  bring  thee  into  the  place 
bich  I  have  prepared.*'  This  Angel  was  none  other  than 
irift,  the  great  and  uncreated  Angel  of  the  covenant,  as  is 
ident  by  comparing  this  text  with  Exod.  xxxiv.  34.  A3s  vii. 
I.  39.  I  Cor.  X.  9.  Exod.  xiii.  21.  and  Exod.  xiv.  19. :  and 
;  find  in  the  context,  that  the  pardon  of  fm  is  afcribed  to 
tn,  which  is  only  God's  prerogative.  Chrift  is  called  an 
"tgely  be(:aufe  he  is  the  great  mefTengerof  heaven  to  this  low^ 

world,  "  the  fent  of  God,"  as  the  word  fignifies.  And 
:re  h(e  comes  as  a  guide  and  guardian  to  Ifrael,  in  their  tr a- 
Is  through  the  wildernefs  to  the  pronlifed  land,  which  was 
type  and  fhadow  of  what  he  was  to  be,  and  what  he  would. 
)  unto  his  church  and  people  under  the  New  Teltament,  ac- 
>rdipg  to  that  promife,  If.  Iv.  4.  '*  Behold^  I  have  given  him 

for 
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and  thinks  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God.''  Siri^  SA 
aware  of  the  miftaken  and  blafphemous  notions  of  Chrift  that 
fome,  particularly  the  blafphemous  Arians  and  Sociniansi 
would  give  you,  as  though  he  were  a  different  being,  and.  of 
a  di(lin£^  and  inferior  nature  from  his  Fatlier ;  for  he  and  tbd 
Father  are  one^  the  fame  in  fubflancei  equal  in  power  and  glo* 
ry.  *  *  There  are  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Fatheri 
the  Word,  and  the  Spirit ;  and  thefe  three  gt«  one.**  So  thcn^ 
I  fay,  the  name  of  God  in  Chtift,  is  juft  God  himfelf ;  and 
this  will  further  appear  from  what  is  to  follow.  And  there- 
fore, 

2.  God's  name  Is  his  titles  that  are  peculiar  to  himfelf;  and 
thefe  we  find  in  fcripture  are  every  ^here  afcribed  unto  Chrift, 
the  Angel  of  the  covenant.  To  mention  in  a  few  ;  his  name 
is  Jbhotah.  This  is  a  name  peculiar  unto  the  felf-cxiftent^ 
fupreme,  and  independent  God,  who  hath  his  being  of  hinu 
felf,  without  depending  upon  another,  even  "  him  who  i«^ 
and  was,  and  is  to  come.  Thy  name  alone  is  Jehovah,  moft 
high  over  all  the  earth."  This  great  name  we  find  frequently 
afcribed  unto  Chrift,  with  fomc  additional  epithets.  To  en- 
courage your  faithj  he  is  fometimes  defigned  Jehovah-Zaba- 
OTH,  •*  the  Lord  of  hofts,"  to  fliew  his  abfoltfte  authority,  that 
lie  has  all  power  in  heaven  and  in  earth,  and  the  armies  of 
both  under  his  command.  Sometimes  he  is  called  Jehovah- 
HoPHi,  becaufe  he  heals  the  broken  in  heart,  and  binds  up  all 
their  wounds.  Sometimes  Jehovah-Tsidkenu,  "  the  Lord 
'Our  rightcoufnefs,"  becaufe  he  brings  in  an  evcrlafting  righte- 
oufnefs  for  the  juftification  of  condemned  finners.  Some^ 
times  Jekovah  Shammah,  "  the  Lord  is  there/'  becaufe  he 
is  with  his  people  always,  unto  the  end  of  the  world.  Some- 
times Jehovah  Jireh,  "  the  Lord  will  fee  or  provide,"  be- 
caufe, when  the  poor  and  needy  feek  water,  he  will  hear,  hclp^ 
and  fupply.  Sometimes  Jehovah-Nissi,  becaufe  he  gives  a 
banner  unto  them  that  fear  him,  that  it  may  be  difplayed  be« 
caufe  of  truth. 

3.  God's  name  is  his  word  ;  for  by  it  he  makes  his  mind 
known  unto  the  children  of  men.  And  this  name  of  his  is  in 
Chrift  :  hence  he  is  called,  in  a  way  of  eminence,  "  the  Word 
of  God,"  John  i.  i.  2.  3. 14.  Rev.  xix.  13.  "  His  name  Is  call^ 
ed.  The  Word  of  God."  Hence,  when' the  word  of  God,  or  the 
iprecious  truths  of  the  gofpel  are  held,  Chrift  reckons  his  name 
held:  Rev.  ii.  13.  fays  the  Lord  to  the  church  of  Pergamos, 
*•  I  know  thy  works,  that  thou  holdcft  faft  my  namp,  and  haft 
not  denied  my  faith."  Thou  holdeft  faft  my  tiamty  that  is, 
thou  retains  the  gofpel  in  its  purity.  The  whole  word  of 
God,  and  all  the  truths  of  it,  are  in  Chrift ;  he  is  the  great 
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oracle  of  Heaven  that  reveals  them :  Rev.  v.  no  man  vfTks 
found  able  to  open  the  book  with  the  feven  feals,  till  the  Lioii 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah  did  it.  All  the  commands  of  the  law  of 
God,  are  ifTued  unto  us  in  and  through  him ;  hence  fays  thf; 
liord  here  to  Ifrael,  "  Beware  of  him,  and  obey  his  voice." 
He  18  conftitute  the  King  and  Lawgiver  of  the  church,  and 
whatever  laws  do  not  bear  the  ftamp  of  his  authority,  and  are 
touched  with  his  royal  fceptre,  they  ihould  have  no  regard 
paid  to  them  in  the  church  of  God.  And  as  all  the  laws,  fo 
all  the  promifcs  of  God  are  in  him,  and  in  him  they  are  **  y«a 
and  amen ;"  they  are  juft  the  articles  of  his  latter  will  and  tef- 
tament.  He  is  the  marrow  and  fubdance  of  the  whole  reve- 
lation, and  of  aH  the  truths  thereof,  they  meet  in  him  as  their 
centre;  hence  we  read  of  "  knowing  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Je- 
fus,**  And  whatever  doftrines  or  fcrmons  do  not  hang  upon 
and  t^uadrate  with  this  foundation  God  hath  laid  in  Zion,  they 
arc  but  hay  and  ftubble  that  are  to  be  burned  ;  the  fweetnefs  of 
every  truth  lies  in  the  conneftion  that  it  bears  unto  him,  and 
in  its  being  a  vehicle  to  convey  the  grace  that  is  in  Chriil  unto 
•our  fouls.     So  that,  I  fay,  this  name  of  God  is  in  Chrift. 

4*  God's  works  are  his  name :  Pfal.  viii.  i.  David  there, 
▼icwing  the  glory  of  Godj  as  it  is  exprciTcd  in  his  works,  cries, 
"How  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the  earth !"  Now,  this  name 
of  his  is  in  Chri(l«  Is  his  name  the  Creator  of  ail  things,  that 
ftretched  out  the  heavens,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
earth  ?  Why,  this  name  of  his  is  in  Chrift :  John  i.  3.  "  Without 
him  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made."  Pfal.  xxxiii.  6. 
•*  By  the  word  of  the  Lord,"  viz.  of  Chrift,  as  the  context 
clears,  **  .were  the  heavens  made  :  and  ^11  the  hoft  of  them  by 
the  breath  of  his  mouth."  Is  the  name  of  God,  the  glorious 
Preferver  and  Governor  of  all  things  ?  Why,  this  name  is  in 
Chrift :  Heb,  i.  3.  "  He  upholdeth  all  things  by  the  word  of 
his  power  ;'*  and  Col.  i.  16.  17.  there  we  fee  both  the  works 
of  creation  and  providence  afcribed  unto  him,  **  By  him  were 
all  things  created  that  are  in  heaven,  and  that  are  in  earth, 
tifible  and  invifible,  whether  they  be  thrones,  or  dominions, 
or  principalities,  or  powers:  all  things  were  created  by  him, 
and  for  him*  And  he  is  before  ali  things,  and  by  him  all 
things  confift." 

5.  God's  name  is  his  worftiip :  Exod.  xx.  24.  "  In  all  places 
Wnere  I  record  my  name,  there  will  1  come  unto  you,  and  will 
hicfs  you/*  This  is  a  glory  that  he  will  not  give  to  another  ; 
it  is  idolatry  to  make  any  thing  or  perfon  in  heaven  or  in 
eaiwh  the  obje£):  of  worfhip  and  adoration,  but  God  alone,  if. 
xlii.  8.  Matth.  iv.  10.  And  therefore  we  find  that  when  divine 
worihip  is  offered  unto  angels,  they  rejeft  it  as  a  thing  not 
Vol.  IL  P  p  due 
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due  to  them,  Rev.  xix.  lo.  and  xxii.  p.  Apd  when  it  was 
ofi^ered  unto  Paul  and  Barnabas,  they  reje£l  it  with  horror  and 
indignation,  Aftsxiv,  14.15.  But  though  this  crown  of  glory, 
this  name,  the  objeft  of  wor (hip,  cannot  fit  any  created  head, 
yet  it  fuits  the  head  of  our  Immanuel :  John  v.  22*  **  This  is 
the  will  of  him  that  fent  me,  that  all  men  fliould  honour  the 
Son,  even  as  they  honour  the  Father.*'  Accordingly,  the 
church,  Pfal.  xlv.  is  commanded  to  adore  him,  ***Hc  is  thy 
liord,  and  worfliip  thou  him  :"  the  powers  of  t\\€  earth  are 
commanded  to  "  kifs  the  Son  (that  is,  to  worfhip  him)  left  he 
be  angry,  and  they  perifli  from  the  way  :*'  yea,  all  the  anj^els 
In  heaven  are  commanded  to  worfhip  him,  Heb.  i.  6»  **  "When 
he  bringeth  in  his  iirft-begotten  into  the  world,  he  faith.  Let 
all  the  angels  of  God  worfliip  him  ;"  and  accordingly  we  find 
all  the  ranfomed  in  glory  paying  the  tribute  of  worOiip  uatq 
him  equally  with  the  eternal  Father,  Rev.  v.  "  Worthy  is  the 
Lamb  that  was  ilain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches,  and  wifdooi^ 
and  (Irength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blefling.  SaivatioQ 
to  our  God  which  fitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  Lamb 
for  ever  and  ever.** 

6.  His  perfe£lions  and  excellencies  are  his  name  ;  and  alt 
thefe  arc  really  and  originally  in  Chrift,  as  they  are  in  the  Fa- 
ther. To  inftance  in  a  few.  God'«  wi/dom  is  his  name ;  **  Wife 
in  heart,  and  mighty  in  counfel.''     And  this  is  in  Chrift} 
*^  Chrift  the  wifdcm  of  God  :  In  him  are  hid  all  the  treafures 
of  wifdom  and  knowledge."     Mis  fower  is  his  name  :  "  The 
Lord  God  Almighty."    This  name  is  in  Chrift ;  "  Chrift  the 
power  of  God  ;  and,  The  Almighty,"  Rev.  xix.  Hence  calM 
*'  the  arm  of  the  Lord,  and  the  man  of  God's  right-hand, 
whom  he  has  made  ftrong  for  himfelf."    By  the  power  of  God 
in  him  he  **  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers."*     The  /jolitiefi 
of  God  is  his  name,  frequently  called  "  the  holy  One  of  It 
rael."     And  this  attribute  (bines  fo  brightly  in  our  Immanuel, 
in  the  eyes  of  the  angels,  that  they  fall  down  with  covered 
faces  before  his  throne,  crying,  "  Holy,  holy,  holy  is  the  Lord 
.    God  of  hofts,  the  whole  earth  is  full  of  his  glory."     Thejuf- 
the  of  God  is  his  name  :  "  The  Lord  is  a  rock  *,  and  his  work 
is  perfcft  :  a  God  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity,  juft  andi 
right  is  he.*'     And  this  name  of  his  is  in  Chrift,  in  itsgreateft 
luftre  :  it  fliines  more  eminently  in  him  than  in  all  the  tor- 
•  ments  of  the  damned  in  hell.     Never  did  the  juftice  of  God 
appear  in  fuch  a  luftre,  as  when  he  cried,  "  Awake,  O  fword, 
againft  the  man  that  is  my  fellow  :"  he  has  fulfilled  the  com- 
mand, and  borne  the  penalty  of  the  law  as  our  furety,  and  fo 
has  obtained  that  name  of  "  Jef«3  Chrift  the  righteous  5  and 
the  Lord  is  well  pleafed  for  his  rightecufncfs  fake."    The  love 
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tbf  God  IS  his  name ;  for  God  is  hve.  But  it  is  ia  Chrifl:  that  he 
IS  fo  to  finncrs:  John  iii.'i6.  "  God  fo  loved  the  world,  that 
he  gaTe  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever  believath  in 
him,  might  not  peri(h,  but  have  everlafting  life.  The  mercy 
of  God  is  his  name,  Exod.  xxziv.  6.  I3ut  it  is  through 
Chrift  that  his  mercy  vents  towards  us  finners  of  Adam's 
family:  hence,  Cant.  v.  "  his  belly**  or  bowels  arc  faid 
to  be  as  *•  bright  ivory  overlaid  with  fapphircs."  His  grace 
is  his  name^  Exod.  xxxiv.  6.  *<  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God^ 
merciful  and  gracious.^*  But  it  is  only  through  Chrift  that 
his  grace  reigns  towards  unworthy  Tinners^  Rom.  v.  at  the 
clofe,  ♦*  That  grace  might  reign  through  righteoufnefs  unto 
eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chrift  our  Loid."  His  name  is  •*  the 
Lord  pardoning  iniquity,  franfgreffion,  and  fin."  This  name 
is  in  him,  as  you  fee  in  the  context ;  and  when  he  was  here 
in  a  ftate  of  humiliation,  he  a£led  frequently  as  one  that  had 
power  to  forgive  fin  :  **  Go  in  peace,  thy  fins  are  forgiven 
thee^**  His  name  is  his  truth;  "  a  God  of  truth,  and  without 
iniquity/*  Our  Immanuel  wears  this  name  5  hence  called  the 
mich  itfelf,  John  xiv.  6.  **  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and 
the  life ;  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and  true  Witnefs."  I  might 
tell  you  of  many  other  n^mes  that  are  p^uKar  unio  God» 
crery  one  of  which  is  in  Chrift.  His  name  is  the  everlaJKrtg 
God,  If.  xl.  at  the  clofe*  **.From  everlafting  to  evcrlafting 
thou  art  God.*'  You  may  fee  this  name  of  God  in  Chrift^ 
Rev.  i.  "  The  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  beginning  and  the  end- 
ing,  which  is,  and  which  was,  and  which  is  to  come."  Hi^ 
name  Is  the  unchangeable  God,  without  any  "  variable- 
ncfs,  or  ftiadow  of  turning."  See  this  name  in  Chrift,  Heb. 
xiii.  8.  "  Jefus  Chrift,  the  fame  yefterdav,  and  to-day,  and  for 
ever."  His  name  is  the  omnifcient  God,  that  "  fearcheth 
the  hearts,  and  tricth  the  reins."  Sec  this  name  in  Chrift^ 
John  ii.  at  the  clofe,  **  He  needs  not  that  any  fliould  tcftify 
of  man  ;  for  he  knows  what  is  in  man.*'  Rev.  i.  "  His  eyeg 
are  as  a -flame  of  fire;"  he  fearches  the  heart,  and  tries  the 
reins,  and  know^th  all  the  works  of  the  church.  His  name 
is  "  the  God  of  falvation  :  Our  God  is  the  God  of  falvation." 
And  this  name  is  in  Chrift :  hence,  old  Simeon,  when  he  gets 
hint  in  his  arms,  bleffes  God,  and  cries,  **  Now  lettcft  thou 
thy  fetvant  depart  in  peace;  for  mine  eyes  have  fecn  thy  fal- 
vation." Frojn  all  which  I  think  the  truth  of  the  doftrine 
abundantly  evident,  that  the  name  of  God  is  in  Chrift. 

II.  The  fccond  thing  propofed  was,  to  give  pufome  of  thu 
fropertiesf  or  qualities^  of  the  name  of  God  as  it  is  ih  Chriji. 
I.  Then,  his  narne  ia  Chrift  is  a  glorious  name.   His  efien- 
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tial  glory,  indead  of  being  darkened^  is  illumtaate  b]r  heitSjf^ 
fet  in  Chrift,  for  Chrift  is  "  God  manifefted  in  the  flcfci" 
plainly  implying,  ch^t  God  out  of  Chrift  is  an  unknown^  God 
to  (inners,  but  God  in  Chrift  is  a  God  whofe  glory  is  mani- 
fefted or  difplayed  to  our  view.  Never  did  the  glory  of  God 
{hine  fo  as  in  Chrift ;  hence  he  is  called  *^  th^:  brightnefs  of 
his  Father's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon."  So 
that,  I  fay,  the  name  of  God  in  Chrift  is  a  glorious  name : 
PfaL  Ixxii.  at  the  clofe,  ^^  Now  blefted  be  his  glorious  namef 
and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filled  with  his  glory.*'  His  name 
is  this  glory  of  the  church  militant,  for  "  in  him  (hall  all  the 
feed  of  Ifrael  be  juftified,  and  ihall  glory ;"  and  the  glory  of 
the  church  triumphant,  for  *^  the  Lord  God,  and  the  Lamb^ 
are  the  light"  of  the  place. 

2.  This  name  that  is  in  Chrift  is  a  tranfcendent  and  incom- 
parable  name,  ^^  a  name  above  every  name  that  can  be  named, 
whether  in  this  world,  or  in  that  which  is  to  come,  £ph«  i«  at 
the  clofe.  His  name  is  more  excellent  than  the  names  of  all 
the  great  powers  of  the  earth ;  for  fVwho  among  the  fons  of 
the  mighty  can  be  compared  unto  him  i*'  This  is  one  of  his 
royal  titles,  ^*  The  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  the  King 
of  kingSf  and  Lord  of  lords."  His  name  tranfcends  the  name 
of  the  aiigels  in  heaven  ;  Hcb.  i.  4.  *^  being  made  fo  much 
better  than  the  angels,  as  he  hath  by  inheritance  obtained  a 
more  excellent  name  than  they.*' 

3.  The  name  of  God  in  Clirift  is  a  mpft  powerful  name. 
Such  power  or  authority  is  in  this  name,  that "  every  knee  muft 
bow,  and  every  tongue  muft  confefs,  that  Jefus  Chiift  is  the 
Lord,  to  the  praife  and  glory  of  his  eternal  Father/'  Phil.  ii«    j 
9 — II.     Such  power  or  ftrength  there  is  in  this  name,  that    i 
devils  were  caft  out,  the  dead  were  raifcd,  the  eyes  of  the     ] 
blind,  and  the  ears  of  the  deaf,  were  opened,  and  all  manner 
of  difeafes  were  healed  by  the  power  or  virtue  of  this  name, 
in  the  infancy  of  Chriftianity  j  as  we  read  in  the  hiftoriesot 
the  A£ls  of  the  apoftles.     Such  power  is  there  in  the  name 
of  a  God  in  Chrift,  that  when  prayers  and  petitions  are  put     i 
up  to  heaven  with  this  name  upon  them,  they  prevail  and 
obtain  any  thing:    "  Whatfoever  ye  (hall  afk  the  Father. i^ 
my  name,  I  will  give  it,"  John  xiv.  13.  14.  Mark  vii.  26.  &C' 

4.  His  name  in  Chrift  is  a  moit  helpful  and  faving  nam^* 
"  Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  who  made  the  hea- 
vens and  the  earth."  If  a  poor  foul  can  but,  by  the  eye  ^^ 
faith,  read  the  name  of  God  in  Chrift,  immediately  he  reads 
Lis  own  falvation  in  it :  If.  xlv.  22.  "  Look  unto  me,  and  ^^ 
ye  faved :"    Why,  how  comes  this  about  ?    "  For  I  am  Go^9 

and  there  is  none  elfe."    It  takes  every  burden  ijfF  the  h^ci^ 

to 


Tie  Name  of  Gad  glorified  in  Chrift.  30I 

to  fee  this  name  in  Chrift ;  Pfal.  xxxiv.  5.  "  Thev  looked  unto 
hiQi»  and  were  lightened ;"  and  no  wonder,  for  whenever 
God's  name  is  taken  up  as  in  Chrift,  it  is  feen  to  be  *^  the  God 
of  peace."  God  in  Chrift  is  a  **  God  reconciling  the  world  to 
himfelf,  not  imputincj  their  trefpaflcs  unto  them." 

5.  His  name  in  Chrift  is  a  wonderful  and  a  fecret  name  : 
**  His  name  (hall  be  called  Wonderful  ;**  and  why  wonderful, 
but  becaufe  the  "  child  born  unto  us,"  and  the  "  fon  given  unta 
us/'  is  called  «  The  mighty  God,  The  evcrlafting  Father  ?*• 
It  is  fo  wonderful  andmyfterious,  that  it  is  juft  a  fecret  which 
the  world  cannot  conceive  aright  of,  and  cannot  frame  to  pro- 
nounce it :  God  in  a  crucified  Chrift  is  *^  to  the  Jews  a  ftum- 
bling-block,  and  to  the  Greeks  fooliftinefs/'  And  even  they 
that  have  it  manifefted  to  them  in  a  faving  way,  it  is  fuch  a  fe- 
cret and  wonderful  name,  that  they  ar^  ready  to  cry  with  Agur. 
<<  What  is  his  namci  and  what  is  his  fon's  name,  if  thou  canlt 
tell  ?"  Pror.  xxx.  4. 

6.  His  natpe  in  Chrift  is  a  fweet  and  a  favoury  name ;  ic  is 
like  <'  ointment  poured  forth"  to  a  poor  foul  that  takes  it  up 
in  a  way  of  believing.  And  the  reafon  of  this  is,  becaufe 
whenever  a  finner  is  enabled  to  read  the  name  of  God  in 
Chrift,  he  fees  him  to  be  his  own  God  :  as  we  fee  in  Thomas, 
whenever  he  took  him  up  in  a  proper  light,  he  immediately  cries 
our,  **  My  Lord,  and  my  God  :*'  according  to  that  of  Chrift^ 
^  I  afce'nd  unto  my  Father  and  your  Father,  and  to  my  God. 
and  your  God." 

7.  It  is  a  holy  and  reverend  name  :  "  Holy  and  reverend  is 
his  name :"  and  they  that  know  it,  w'lW  fanSliJy  it  in  their  hearts, 
and  make  him  their^^r,  and  their  dread,  bo  holy  is  this  nam^, 
that  it  (anftifies  the  foul  that  knows  it,  and  kills  indwellin^^ 
corruption  ;  and  no  wonder,  for  <<  he  finilhes  tranfgrelTion,  and 
makes  an  end  of  fin." 

8«  It  is  a  dreadful  and  terrible  name  to  all  the  devtis,  the 
^tricked  and  unbelieving  world.  The  devils  fall  a  trembling  at 
the  name  of  a  God  in  Chrift;  his  work  is  to  "  bruifc  the  head 
of  the  ferpent,  to  fpoil  principalities  and  powers."  And  this 
name,  however  defpifed  and  reje£led  by  the  wicked  now,  yec 
the  day  comes,  when,  at  the  fight  of  him,  they  will  cry  to  the 
rocks  and  mountains  to  cover  them. 

9.  It  is  a  durable  and  everlafting  name  :  **  His  name  fluU 

■endure  for  ever,  his  name  (hall  laft  like  the  fun»"  As  his  name 

is  "  from  everlafting,"  fo  it  will  be  **  to  everlafting  God." 

Thus  you  fee  fome  of  the  excellent  properties  and  qualities  of 

ijfis  name  of  God  as  it  is  in  Chrift. 


(    3oa    ) 

ExoD.  xxiii.  ax. — My  mine  is  in  hirtu 
THE  SECOND  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 

jlj  npHE  third  thin^  in  the  method  was,  to  inquire  hyiv  is 
X  the  name  of  God  in  Chrifl^  cr  after  lifhat  manner  is 
his  name  in  him  ^  There  feems  to  be  fomething  of  a  peculia- 
rity in  the  words.  The  power,  wifdom,  majelly,  and  great-^ 
ncfe  of  God,  is  to  be  read  in  every  work  of  his  hands  %  thus. 
His  name  is  great  through  all  the  earthy  even  among  the  Heatheti 
world:  but  never  was  it  faid  of  any  creature  in  heaven  or 
earth,  angel  or  archangel,  patriarch;  prophet,  apodle,  or  faint^ 
as  it  is  here  faid  of  Chrifl  the  Angel  of  the  covenant.  My  name 
is  in  him.  So  that  the  name  of  God  ihuft  be  iaChrift  after 
another  manner  than  in  at)y  other  being.  And  thisrefore,  for 
clearing  this,  I  "would  have  you  to  advert  to  the  following  par- 
ticulars, which  I  take  to  be  implied  in  the  expreflion. 

!•  Mj  name  is  in  him^  that  is,  it  is  wholly  in  him.'  Some 
prints  of  my  hand,  fome  draughts  of  my  power,  wifdom,  ho- 
linefs,  may  be  found  in  others-;  but  they  are  wholly  in  him  ; 
the  whole  Deity  or  Godhead  of  the  Father  is  in  him  ;  my 
whole  cflence  and  being,  my  whole  power  and  wifdom  ;  my 
whole  hdlinefs  and  juftice,  goodnefs  and  truth,  mv  eternity 
and  omnifciency,  they  are  as  much  in  him  as  in  myfelf ;  hence 
we  are  told,  that  *^  in  him  dwells  all  the  fulnefs  of  the  God- 
head bodily."  ■ 

2.  The  name  of  God  is  folely  in  him,  and  in- none  other  as 
it  is  in  him.  My  name  is  in  /.//w,  exclufively  of  all  others. 
Hence  we  are  told,  that  **  there  is  no  name  given  under  hea- 
ven, or  among  men,  whereby  to  be  faved,  but  by  the  name  of 
Jefus."  And  what  is  the  rcafon  of  this  ?  Becaufc  the  name 
of  God,  viz.  his  faving  helping  name,  is  in  him  alone.  •'  I 
am  God,  and  there*  is  none  clfej"  and  therefore,  fays  he, 
*<  Look  unto  me,  and  be  faved,  all  ye  ends  of  the  earth,"  If. 

Slv.  22. 

3.  My  name  is  in  him  originally.  Some  orthodox  divines, 
when  fpcaking  of  the  Trinity  of  perfons  in  the  glorious  God  J* 
head,  are  pleafed  to  fay,  that  the  Father  is  the  fountain  of  the 
Deity.  I  do  not  love  that  way  of  fpeaking;  for  I  think  the 
whole  Deity,  including  the  three  perfons,  are  their  own  foun» 
tain  and  original ;  and  that  the  eternal  generation  of  the  Son, 
uiid  proceffion  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  are  cffential  to  the  Deity  j 

and 
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«&d  that  the  whole  Deity  is  originally  in  every  one  of  thcfc  fa- 
cred  and.  divine  perfons ;  and  that  it  is  inconfiftent  for  any 
thing  that  is  God,  to  be  an  inferior  or  independent  being. 

4.  My  name  is  in  kintj  1.  e»  in  a  mod  bright,  eiprefs^  and 
illuftrious  manner,  Heb.  i.  3.  The  image  of  God  was  impreiT- 
ed  upon  Adam  in  innocence,  at  his  creation,  and  it  is  impreflT- 
ed  upon  all  that  are  the  children  of  God  by  regeneration  and 
adoption ;  but  Chrift  has  not  the  image  of  God  inipreflcd,  but 
he  is  the  exprefs  image  of  his  Father,  and  the  brightnefs  of 
his  glory,"  infomuch,  that  it  is  impoflible  for  a  perfon,  by  the 
eye  of  faith,  to  behold  the  glory  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of 
God,  but  at  the  fame  time  he  beholds  the  glory  of  the  Father 
alfo,  for  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  (hines 
in  the  face  or  perfon  of  Jefus  Chrift.'* 

5.  The  name,  of  God  is  in  him,  as  Mediator,  in  a  way  of 
donation  and  derivation.  He  has  a  delegate  authority,  a  de- 
rived fulnefs  as  Mediator  ;  for  **  it  pleafed  the  Father  that  in 
him  (hould  all  fulnefs  dwell ;  and  God  hath  given  him  to  be 
head  over  all  things  to  the  church  ;"  he  hath  appointed  and 
anointed  him  to  be  King  in  Zion ;  and  **  the  Father  judgeth 
no  man,  but  hath  comipitted  all  judgement  unto  the  Son«*' 
What  he  doth  as  the  great  Prophet,  Pricft,  and  King,  of  his 
church,  he  doth  in  his  Father's  name,  or  by  his  warrant. 

6*  The  name  of  God  is  in  him  in  a  way  of  nr.anifeftation : 
John  xvii.  6.  **  I  have  manifefted  thy  name  unto  the  men 
which  thou  gaveft  me  out  of  the  world."  And,  Oh  Sirs !  till 
Chrift  teach  us  thS  knowledge  of  the  name  of  God,  we  (liall 
remain  for  ever  ignorant  of  it:  John  i.  1 8.  ^*  No  man  hath  feen 
God  at  any  time;  the  only  begotten  Sonj  which  is  in  the  bofom 
of  the  Father,  he  hath  revealed  him." 

7;  The  name  of  God  is  in  him  in  a  way  of  communication. 
And  it  is  fet  in  him  as  Mediator,  that  it  may,  by  him,  be  gi- 
ven unto,  and  fet  upon  his  people  :  Rev.  iii.  12.  **  Him  that 
ovcrcometh,  will  I  make  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  God, 
and  he  (ball  go  no  more  out  ;  and  I  will  write  upon  him  the 
name  of  my  God,  and  the  name  of  the  city  of  my  God  j  and 

1  will  write  upon  him  my  new  name."^  And  how  is  it  that 
he  writes  the  name  of  his  God  upon  them,  but  by  caufmg 
them  to  fee  and  read  the  name  or  glory  of  God  in  himfeJf  ? 

2  Cor.  iii.  laft,  **  All  we  with  open  face,  beholding  as  in  a 
glafs  the  glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  fame  image, 
from  glory  to  glory,  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord."  And  thus 
you  fee  how  the  name  of  God  is  in  Chrift.  But  after  all  that 
we  have  faid,  this  matter  will  remain  an  unknown  myltery, 
unlefs  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  come,  as  a  **  Spirit  of  wifdom  and 
revelation,*'  and  fliew  us  the  mvfteries  of  a  God  in  Chrill. 

IV. 
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IV.  The  fourth  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  inquire  into  tie 
reafons  of  this  doflrine  ;  why  is  it  that  the  name  of  God  is  in 
Chr'fft  ?• 

Anfw.  I.  He  bears  his  Father's  name,  becaufe  he  and  his 
Father  are  one  ;  he  is  one  God  with  his  Father,  the  fame  in 
fubilance,  equal  in  power  and  glory ;  and  fo  it  was  impoiBble 
it  could  be  other wiie- 

2.  Becaufe  he  is  his  Father's  Son,  his  only  Son,  his  beloved 
Son,  by  eternal  generation  :  •*  The  Word  was  made  flefti,  and 
we  beheld  his  glory,  the  glory  as  of  the  only  begotten  of  the 
Father.**    Who  fo  fit  to  bear  his  Father's  name,  as  his  own 

firft-horn^  whom  he  therefore  hath  "  made  higher  than  the 
kings  of  the  earth  ?** 

3.  He  only  was  able  to  bear  the  weight  of  that  infinite 
and  excellent  name.  If  the  name  of  God  had  been  fet  in  any 
created  being,  however  excellent,  as  it  would  have  been  a  lie 
to  call  that  creature  God  ;  fo  the  higheft  and  mod  excellent 
angel,  or  archangel,  would  have  funk  under  the  weight  of  it. 
The  very  thought  erf  being  equal  with  God,  funk  millions  of 
angels  from  the  height  of  heaven  to  the  bottom  of  hell :  how 
then  could  any  finite  being  have  been  able  to  bear  it  ?  So  that  if 
Chrift  had  not  been  God  himfelf,  one  God  with  the  Father, 
he  had  funk  under  the  weight  of  that  great  name ;  but  he  was 
able  to  bear  it,  being  his  Father's  equal,  and  therefore  it  was^ 
committed  to  him. 

4.  His  name  is  in  him^  that  it  might  be  nf  ar  unto  us.  Oh 
how  near  doth  God  come  unto  us  in  the  perfon  of  Chtift  ! 
he  comes  and  dwells  with  man  upon  earth,  **  The  Word  was 
made  flefti,  and  dwelt  among  us."  God  ia.  Chrift,  he  mingles 
natures  with  us  in  a  perfonal  union,  and  he  mingles  names 
with  us  in  Chrift,  for  his  name  is  Immanuei^  God  'with  us  :  he 
mingles  interefts  with  us  in  Chrift,  he  conned^s  his  own  glory 
with  our  falvation ;  hence  Chrift  is  called,  "  The  man  of 
God's  right  hand,  whom  he  makes  ftrong  for  himfelf ;"  /.  Cm 
ftrong  for  the  great  purpofes  of  his  own  glory  in  our  falva- 
tion. So  that,  1  fay,  the  name  of  God  is  in  Chrift,  that  his 
name  might  be  fib  and  near  to  us ;  and  his  wondrous  works 
of  grace  through  Chrift,  declare  his  great  name  to  be  near. 
And  whenever  the  gofpel  is  preached,  and  Chrift  the  rightc- 
oufnefs  and  falvation  of  God  revealed  unto  finners,  he  is.  faid 
to  bring  near  his  righteoufnefs,  If.  xlvi.  at  the  clofe. 

5.  He  has  put  his  name  in  Chrift  tQ  break  our  enmity 
againft  him,  and  to  reconcile  us  to  himfelf :  *^  God  was  iiv 
Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf/'  The  great  de- 
fign  of  the  manifeftation  of  the  name  and  nature  of  God  ir> 
thrift,  was  to  give  fuch  a  convincing  proof  and  demonftra* 
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ti6n  of  his  love,  mercy,  and  good-wili  toward  man  upon  earth, 
ds  might  for  ever  break  oui*  enmity,  reconcile  our  hearts,  and 
i-ender  himfelf  an  objeiS  of  love,  trufl,  hope,  defire,  delight, 
and  confidence  unto  man,  whofe  heart  \ras  altogether  alienate 
from  God  by  fin,  as  if  he  were  an  implacable  and  inexorable 
enemy* 

V;  The  laft  thin^  propofed  in  the  prdfeciition  of  this  doc- 
trine^ was  the  Application, 

\5kfirfty  may  be  in  a  few  Inferences.  Is  ic  fo  that  the  nam? 
bf  God  is  in  Chrift,  after  fuch  a  manner  as  you  have  heard  ? 
Then, 

Inf.  I.  See  hence  the  injury  that  is  done  both  to  the  Father, 
and  the  Son,  by  the  abommable  Arian  herefy,  that  hath  r>eeii 
broached  in  our  land,  and  which  I  fear  is  too  much  prevailing 
both  among  minifters  and  members  of  this  eftablilhed  church. 
Why,  that  herefy  doth  injury  to  the  eternal  Father,  becaufc  it 
flatly  contradicts  his  record  concerning  our  Redeemer  in  my 
text.  God  the  Father  fays^  My  name^  which  is  the  fupremc, 
felf-eiident,  and  independent  God,  this  name  of  mine  is  in 
him.  This  is  falfe,  fays  the  Arians,  for  the  name  of  the  fu- 
pteme  independent^  and  felf-exiftent  God,  is  the  perfonal  pro- 
petty  of  the  Father,  and  therefore  not  to  be  afcribed  unto  the 
Sort.  Arid  then  it  doth  injiiry  unto  the  Son^  becaufc  it  denied 
him  to  have  "  a  name  above  every  name.**  If  his  name  be 
not  the  fupreme  God,  there  mud  needs  be  a  hame  above  his 
name.  In  (hort,  a  dependent  or  inferior  God  is  no  God  at  all; 
for  there  is  no  middle  kind  of  being  between  the  Creator  and 
the  creature. 

Inf.  2.  Is  his  Father's  name  in  him  ?  Then  fee  hence,  that 
God  the  Father  is  concerned  in  all  the  affronts  and  indignities 
done  to  Chrift,  and  will  furely  refent  them.  Why,  his  Father's 
name  is  in  him^znA  the  indignities  done  to  him, they  refleft  upon 
his  royal  and  eternal  Father.  Pfal.  ex.  i.  **  The  Lord  faid  unto 
my  Lord,  Sit  thou  at  my  right  hand,  until  I  make  thine  ene- 
mies thy  footftool."  He  will  caft  them  down,  and  tread  them 
under  his  feet.  1  will  tell  you  of  two  or  three  forts  of  pcrfons 
that  are  in  danger  of  the  refentment  of  God  the  Father,  for 
indignities  done  to  his  eternal  3on. 

ifij  All  ye  that  rejeft  him  by  unbelief,  and  do  not  cbfc 
with  him  as  he  is  offered  in  the  gefpel^  as  a  prophet  for  in- 
ftfa£tion,  as  a  prieft  for  juftification,  and  as  a  king  for  fandi- 
ficatioh.  Oh  !  how  many  are  there  that  fall  imder  this  heavy 
charge!  **  Who* hath  believed  our  report?"  Sirs,  however 
light  you  may  make  of  the  fin  of  unbelief,  yet  remember  there 
is  fomething  worfe  abiding  you,  than  a  dying  without  mercy: 

Vol.  il.  C^q  Heb- 
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.  X.  28.  29.  "  If  they  that  defpifcd  Mofcs  lawr,  dica  *•.... 
mercY)  of  how  much  forer  punifliment  (hall  he  be  thought 

fthy,"  &c. 

idlyy  Ye  that  are  doing  injury  to  any  of  hi8  fent  fervants 

d  ambafTadoTS  that  bear  his  name  and  com  mi  (lion ,  ye  lie  ex- — - 

)fcd  to  the  rcfentment  of  the  Father  of  Chrift.     "  He  tha^rs 

efpifeth  you,  defpifeth  me,  and  he  that  dcfpifcth  me,  defpi—- ^ 

eth  him  that  fent  me.     The  wrath  of  the  Lord  fell  upon  th^^ 

Jews,  till  there  was  no'rcmcdy,  for  their  mocking,  abufing,  ann-— ^ 

mahreating  the  Lord's  mcfiengcrs  that  he  fent  to'  them,  t^^ 

Chiron,  xxxvi.  16. 

3£//v,  Ye  that  do  any  injury  to  his  poor  people  and  menr — : 
bers,  and  who  bpprefs  them  either  in  their  temporal  or  fpirituss- 
privileges,  or  yet  offend  or  grieve  them  any  manner  of  wa^ 

•'  it  were  better  for  fuch  that  a  milftone  were  put  about  the t, 

necks,  and  they  calt  into  the  midtt  of  the  fea,"  than  that  th^K= 
(liould  "  offend  one  of  thefe  little  ones."  Many  a  fad  heart  xWtii 
Lord's  poor  people  are  getting  at  this  day.     The  lambs       of 
ChriiVs  flock,  and  their  precious  liberties,  are  facrificed    %/ 
many  fhepherds  in  our  Ifrael,  to  pleafe  and  gratify  the  gr^ae 
ones  of  the  land.     More  regard  (hewed  to  a  patron,  or  a  he- 
ritor, in  the  eleflion  of  a  minifter,  than  to  the  (lock  or  churcii 
of  Chrifl:,  that  he  has  purchafed  with  his  own  blood.  It  b  ^he 
-wife,  the  mighty,  the  noble,  the  heritor  and  laird,  that  is  call- 
ed to  vote  in  the  eleclion  of  a  church-oflicer ;  quite  crofs  to 
Chriil's  wAy,  who  has  faid,  "  Not  many  wife  men,  not  many 
mighty,  not  many  noble,  are  called ;  but  God  hath  chofen  the 
]ioor,  the  weak  things  of  the  world,  to  confound  the  wife," 
&c. 

4//:>/y,  Ye  th'dt  are  doing  injury  to  Lis  work  and  caufe,  and 
who  are  helping  on  the  prefent  courfe  of  defe£lion  from  aco* 
venantcd  work  of  reformation.     Who  fees  not  what  bol' 
ftrokes  are  given  at  the  carved  work  of  God's  temple  in  th 
land  ;,  particularly,  by  a  fet  of  corrupt  time-ferving  minifteJ 
and  others,  who  join  hand  with  thtm  in  breaking  down  t 
nccefHiry  frnces  of  the  do£lrine,  worOnp,  difcipline,  and  f 
vernment  of  the  church,  in  enabling  laws  inconfiftent  w 
the  laws  of  Chrill,  to  the  hurt,  not  to  the  edification,  of 
body  ;  in  fupprefiing  the  true  friends,  and  fupporting  the  0 
enemies  of  a  covenanted  reformation,  fcattering  inUead  of 
ihcring  the  lambs  of  ChriH:,  in  perverting  the  keys  of  difci* 
to  the  ikreening  of  the  unworthy,  and  to  the  cenfuring  0 
nifters  for  the  faithful  difcharge  of  their  duty  ?  No  care 
to  purge  out  the  erroneous  in  principle,  or  fcandalous  in 
tice,  but,  on  the  contrary,  vacant  congregations  cramme 
lilled  up  with  corrupt  men,  without  any  regard  to  th 
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)Tthcfc  who  know  the  voice  of  the  (hephcrd.  I  fay,  you  who  arc 
ieJpii)g  on  thefe  or  the  like  defeftions  from  a  work  of  refor- 
nation,  you  are  fcttin)^  yourfclves  in  oppofition  to  the  intcrcil 
>f  Chrift,  who  hath  his  Father's  name  in  him,  and  youexpofc 
^ourfelves  to  the  refc:ntment  of  his  Father  and  of  his  Anointed, 
^fal.  ii*  God  and  his  Mcfliah  holds  you  in  derifton^  and  when 
le  has  made  ufe  of  you  as  tools  to  fcrve  his  own  glorious  de- 
gns,  he  will  ^  break  you  as  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  daih  you 
1  pieces  as  a  potter's  veiTel." 

5/A/jf,  Ail  ye  who  Hand  by  as  Gallio's,  unconcerned  fpefta- 
>rs  of  the  ruin  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  while  others  arc  con-* 
ending  againft  the  mighty  for  the  prefcrvation  of  the  work  of 
ic  Lord,  among  us ;  remember,  that  the  vengeance  of  God's 
tmple  will  fall  upon  you  alfo,  for  there  arc  no  neutrals  in  the 
lufe  of  Chrift ;  they  that  are  not  for  him,  are  againft  hi.n. 
lurfe  ye  Meroz,  curfe  ye  bitterly  the  inhabitants  thereof:  be- 
aufe  they  come  not  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help  of 
ic  Lord,  againft  the  mighty.'*  In  (hort,  all  ye  that  are  li- 
ing  in  league  with  fin,  cither  with  public  or  perfonal  fin, 
irhich  Chrift  came  to  dcftroy,  and  to  make  an  end  of,  ye  arc 
fironting  him  that  has  his  Father's  name  in  him,  and  coun- 
crafting  the  very  defign  of  his  manifeftaiion  in  the  fle(h,  and 
tiereforc  have  reafon  to  fear  wrath  lies  at  the  door:  every  foul 
bat  will  not  hear  him,  and  obey  his  voice,  (hall  be  deftroyed 
rem  among  the  people,  and  that  becaufe  his  Father's  name  is 
:i  him. 

Inf.  3.  Hence  alfo  we  may  fee  noble  ground  for  the  courage 
nd  fortitude  of  faith,  coiitending  for  Chrift,  his  caufe  and  in- 
ereft,  in  an  evil  day,  a  day  of  trouble,  and  treading  down, 
nd  perplexity,  in  the  valley  of  vifion.  Let  none  of  the  hearts 
i  the  followers  of  the  Lamb  fail  tliem  becaufe  of  the  might 
•T  multitude  of  their  enemies,  either  within  them  or  without 
hem  ;  for  although  ye  may  have  **  principalities  and  powers, 
piritual  wickedneffcs  in  high  places,'  as  well  as  *'  flefti  and  , 
»lood,"  .to  grapple  with,  and  though  his  caufe  and  intereft 
inay  feem  to  be  run  down  and  ruined,  yet  do  not  defert  him, 
it  give  up  his  caufe  as  defperatc  and  hopelcfs.  Why,  the 
I^aptain  of  your  falvation  has  his  Father's  name  in  bim  ;  he  ij* 
irmed  with  his  Father's  pgwer  and  authority,  and  the  armies 
rivhich  are  in  heav*  n  and  in  earth  follow  him;  and  it  is  his  way 
:>f  working  and  doing,  to  draw  out- the  main  Dody  and  ftrength 
Df  the  enemy,  and  to  give  way  to  their  wrath,  till  his  caufe 
Teem  to  be  defperate  and  hopclefs,  and  then  to  give  the  tne* 
iTiy  a  turn,  that  his. own  powv^r  and  wifdom  may  be  the  more 
irifible  in  their  overthrow,  and  the  delivery  of  his  own  people. 
He  lets  Pfiaraoh  and  liis  Egyptians  go  on  in  oppofition  to  If- 

raei, 
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rael,  and  in  infulting  Ifrael's  Gody  for  a  confiderable  time,  till 
the  cry  of  Ifrael  goes  up  to  heaven,  and  then  at  length  he  trains 
Pharaoh  and  his  army  out  to  the  Red  fea  in  purfuit  of  Ifrael» 
triumphing  and  rejoicing  all  the  way,  faying,  "  I  will  purfue, 
overtake,  and  divide  the  fpoil )"  and  Ifrael  at  the  fame  time 
brought  to  the  lad  extremity;  and  then  he  fteps  in,  and  makes 
the  Red  fea  a  gibbet  for  the  public  execution  of  the  enemy. 
**  For  this  caufe  I  have  raifed  thee  up,  to  (hew  my  power  in 
thee,  and  that  my  name  might  be  manifefted,-*  &c.  Many  fuch 
ftratagems  of  war  are  with  him  ;  and  therefore  let  no  man's 
heart  fail  him,becaufe  of  the  power  or  multitude  of  Chrift*8 
enemies,  or  the  lownefs  of  his  caufe. 

Inf.  4.  See  hence  noble  encouragement  to  all  to  confefs  and 
own  Chrift  before  the  world,  and  to  bear  and  wear  his  name 
on  our  foreheads  before  all  the  world ,  why,  becaufe  his  Fa- 
ther's nam^  is  in  him  ;  and  therefore  we  need  not  be  afliamed 
of  himvor  of  his  truths,  his  ways,  his  people,  his  prerogatives, 
his  intereft.  His  Father  is  not  afliamed  of  him ;  his  aame 
was  in  him,  even  when  hanging  ignominioufly  upon  the  crofs 
between  two  thieves  :  and  therefore  let  not  us  be  aihamed  o( 
him,  even  when  he  and  his  caufe  is  run  down  by  all  abou( 
us.  Sirs,  no  man  was  ever  a  lofer  by  owning  Chrift  or  his  in« 
tereft.  "  He  that  confefles  me  before  men,  him  will  I  confefs 
before  my  Father,  and  before  his  angels."  Perhaps  you  may 
lofc  your  houfis  or  lands  yea,  your  very  AW,  in  owning  and 
confeffing  his  name  ;  but  what  the  matter  of  all  that  ?  "  He 
that  lofes  his  life,"  for  this  caufe  "  fhall  find  it."  The  very 
•*  reproach  of  Chrift  is  greater  riches  than  all  worldly  trea- 
fures." 

Inf,  5.  See  hence  the  dignity  and  excellency  of  a  Redeem- 
er's perfon,  and  why  he  is  fo  precious  and  valuable  in  theeyes 
of  all  that  know  him,  and  look  on  him  by  the  eye  of  faith  : 
•*  To  you  that  believe  he  is  precious."  Why,  his  Father's 
fiame  is  in  him  ;  his  being,  his  glory,  his  will,  his  authority,  and 
all  his  perfeflions  are  in  him.  No  wonder  though  the  church 
militant  and  triumphant  cry,  '*  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was 
fiain,"  &c.  No  wonder  to  hear  the  church  crying,  "  Thou 
art  fairer  than  the  children  of  men,  more  glorious  than  ail  the 
mountains  of  prey.  My  Beloved  is  white  and  ruddy  :  his 
countenance  is  as  Lebanon,  excellent  as  the  cedars:  his  mouth 
is  moft  fweet ;  yea,  he  is  altogether  lovely.  Whom  have  we 
in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  in  all  the  earth  that  we 
defire  befide  him."  I  fay,  no  wonder  they  make  fuch  ado 
about  him,  feeing  they  read  his  Father's  name,  yea,  the 
**  bxightncfs  of  his  glory"  in  him.  J^et  the  world  fay  of 
Chrilt  what  they  will,  he  will  be  valued  by  all  that  know  him. 

Inf. 
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.Jflf.  6.  Sec  hence  whence  it  was  that  the  pleafarc  of  the 
liord  profpered  in  the  hand  of  our  Redeemer,  I  mean,  the 
great  undertaking  of  man's  redemption :  ah  hough  hell  and 
earth,  and  the  curfe  of  a  broken  law,  were  againft  him, 
though  the  fiery  mountains  of  his  Father's  wrath  were  in  his 
way;  yet  he  went  on  fteadily  in  the  undertaking,  did  not 
faint,  nor  wa$  difcouraged,  till  he  could  fiiy,  *'  It  is  fini(hed.'' 
Why,  the  reafon  was,  his  Father's  name  was  in  l^m^  the  very 

Eower  and  perfcftions  of  God  were  in  him.  And  therefore 
e  could  not  but  profper.  Gud  the  Father  was  not  only 
bound  by  promife,  but  bound  by  honour  to  fupporc  his  own 
name  that  was  in  him*  To  this  purpofe,  fee  PlaL  ixxxix*  20. 
21.  22.23.  24. 

Inf  7.  See  hence  the  prevalency  of  Chrift's  interceflion  for 
his  people  in  heaven,  and  whence  it  is  that  the  prayers  of  the 
f4ints,  that  are  fent  up  in  the  name  of  Chrift,  pais  through  be* 
fore  the  throne  of  God ;  why,  the  name  of  God  is  in  our 
<<  Advocate  with  the  Father,"  and  therefore  he  cannot  but  pre- 
vail*   God  the  Father  fees  his  own  name  in  him  \   and  when 
he  reads  his  own  name  in  him,  he  can  deny  him  nothing,  and 
can  deny  nothing  that  is  afked  in  his  name.     It  is  a  ftrange 
way  of  fpeakingthat  Chrift  has  to  his  dlfciples,  when  he  is  en* 
couraging  them  to  the  duty  of  prayer,  John  xiv.   13.   \^ 
^'  Whatfoever  ye  ihall  aik  in  my  name,  that  will  I  do,  that 
the  Father  may  be  glorified  in  the  Son.     If  ye  (hall  aik  any 
thing  in  ipy  name,  Iwill  do  it;"  plainly  intimating,  that  the 
name  of  the  Father  i^  glorified  in  the  Son,  when  we  pray  in 
his  name,  and  when  thefe  prayers  that  are  put  up  in  his  name, 
Hre  granted  and  anfwered.     Set  the  uamex^f  Chrift  before  you 
Vrhen  yoi^  go  to  Cod  in  prayer,  fct  it  in  the  front  of  all  your 
{Petitions  and  addreiTes,  and  they  will  furely  get  a  liearing,  and 
J)rcvail  \  for  Chrift  will  own  and  prefent  thefe  petitions  tliat 
<rome  up  in  his  name  to  ihe  Father,  and  the  Father  will  not  rc- 
3  e£t  the  interceflion  of  Chrift  in  our  behalf,  becaufe  his  name 
^  J  in  him. 

Inf.  8.  Sec  hence  what  honourable  and  excellent  perfoas  the 

:Caint6  of  God  are,  however  little  they'  may  be  valued  by  a  wic- 

iLed  and  blind  world  ;   why,  as  the  Father^s  name  is  in  ChYift, 

:fo  Chrift's  name  is  in  them,  and  confequendy  the  name  of 

God  is  in  them:   Rev.  iii.   12.    "  I  will  write  upon  them 

.^hfi  name  of  my  God,  and  the  name  of  the  city  of  my  God  : 

and  1  will  write  upon  them  my  new  name,   tliat  no  man 

knows,  but  he  that  receive^  it."  So  that  I  fay,  the  faints  muft  be 

very  excellent  pcrfons :  yea,  the  "  excellent  ones  of  the  earth, 

more  excellent  than  their  neighbours,"  becaufe  they  have  the 

name 
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name  of  Chrift,  and  the  name  of  the  Father  of  Chrift  in  them 
and  upon  them.  Indeed  the  world  cannot  read  this  name  of 
God  that  is  on  the  faints,  and  therefore  they  defpifc  them» 
and  account  thetn  as  the  "  drofs  and  ofF-fcourings  of  the 
earth,"  and  perhslps  prefer  the  man  with  the  gold  ring  and  the 
gay  clothing  to  them  ;  and  many  times  the  faints  cannot  fee 
it  themfelves  ;  but  the  day  comes,  when  all  the  duft  and  rub* 
bi(h  whereby  this  name  that  is  upon  them  is  obfcured,  (hall 
be  wiped  ofF,  and  men  and  angels  (hall  read  it  on  them  in  le- 
gible charafters:  i  John  iii.  2.  "  Beloved,  now  we  are  the  for>» 
of  God,  and  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what  we  ihall  be  :  but  wc 
know,  that  when  he  (haJl  appear,  we  (hall  be  like  him;  for  we 
fliall  fee  him  as  he  is." 

Inf.  9.  See  hence  how  faith  goes  to  work  in  laying  claim  to 
God,  as  Qur  own  God  in  Chrift.  Why,  here  it  is  :  My  name. 
or  nature  is  in  h'lm^  fays  God:  Well,  fays  faith,  my  tiame  and  na-- 
ture  is  in  him  too;  and  therefore  God^and  I  are  met  together  in 
him,  in  fweet  peace,  amiiy,  and  friendftiip. .  Oh  the  encou- 
ragement of  faith  in  God  that  lies  in  that  fweet  name  •*  Em- 
manuel, God- man,  or  God  with  us  !'*  Oh  !  fays  the  Father,  I 
fruit  him,  for  my  nature  is  in  him  :  Oh  !  fays  the  believer,  my 
nature  is  met  with  the  nature  of  Gqd  in  him,  and  therefore  \ 
will  truft  him  too.  My  fulnefs,  "all  the  fulnefs  of  the  God- 
head," is  in  him,  fays  the  Father  :  And  my  ftock,  my  all,  is  in 
him,  fays  the  believer.  My  life  is  in  him,  fays  God:  And  my  life 
13  in  him  too,  fays  the  believer,  '*  Our  life  is  hid  with  Chrift 
in  God."  My  glory  is  in  him,  fays  the  Father  :  And  he  is 
my  glory  too,  fays  the  believtr,  **  In  him  ihall  .all  the  feed 
of  llrael  be  juftified,  and  Ihall  g;lory."  Oh  the  fweet  meet- 
ing and  centering  between  God  and  the  believing  foul  in 
Chrift  !  Oh  Sirs!  wonder  and  admire  at  this  meeting,  that  our 
name  is  met  with  the  name  of  God  in  Chrift:  here  is  a  bright- 
rr  crown  of  glory  put  upon  our  head,  than  ever  did  fhine  up* 
on  the  head  of  Adam  in  innocence :  yea,  the  highcft  angel  or 
archaDgel  has  not  fuch  a  title  of  fibnefs  to  the  name  of  God, 
as  the  meancft  member  of  Chrift  upon  the  earth. 

Inf.  ID.  iSee  hence  what  good  reafon  to  record  his  name^  by 
preaching  the  gofpel,  and  adminiftrating  the  faciaments  of  his 
iriiiitution,  and  why  every  gracious  foul  loves  fo  much  to  hear 
of  the  x\di\y\t.  of  Chrift,  and  to  fpeak  of  it ;  why,  it  is  no  won- 
kier tiiou^h  ihey  that  know  him  flock  and  refort  to  thefe  ordi- 
}i,mces  where  his  name  is  recorded;  no  wonder  though  mini- 
Iters  and  Chriftians  ftudy  to  caufe  his  name  to  be  remembered 
in  all  generations;  why,  his  Father's  name  is  in  him,  and 
Mh;:rcfore  they  cry,  **  Let  hir,  name  endure  for  ever,  and  let  his 

name 
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n^me  lad  like  the  fun,  for  men  (hall  be  bleflcd  in  him,  and  all 
generations  {hall  call  him  blelfed." 

Inf.   II,  This  doftrinc  may  fcrve  as  a  my  the  or  direftory 
both  to  minifters  and  people,  how  to  (leer  an  even  and  (Icady 
courfe  in  this  dark,  dividtd,  and  cloudy  day,  when  fome  arc 
faying,  Lo^  he  is  here,  and  others,  Lo^  he  is  there  ;  fome  faying, 
*I'his  is  the  way^  others,  That  is  the  way  :  fome  faying,  Thcfc 
men  (houldx:ome  in  to  the  church,  and  join  her  judicatures, 
others  crying,  No,  it  is  duty  to  continue  in  a  fecellion.     Thi?; 
do£lrine  ferves  to  fliew  what  we  are  to  do  in  fuch  a  diftraded 
day  ;  why,  we  are  neither  to  regird  the  cries  on  the  one  fide 
or  the  other,  but  to  look  to  him  who  has  his  Father's  name  in 
him,  who  has  the  Urlm  and  rhummim  in  his  breall,  and  to 
follow  him  :  "  Behold  I  have  given  him  for  a  witnefs  to  the 
people,  a  leader  and  commander  to,  the  people  ;"  and  therefore 
let  the  people  follow  their  leader.     The  great  inquiry  at  this 
day  (hould  be.  Where  (lands  the  (landard-bearer  among  ten 
thoufands  ?  where  (lands  the  name  of  God,  and  tedimony  of 
Jcfus  ?  for  where  that  (lands  there  we  arc  to  (land.     If  judi- 
catories be  holding  the  reformation-dandard  of  Chrid,  we  are 
to  hold  with  them  ;  but  if  thty  be  pulling  down  the  refor- 
mation-dandard, we  are  to  dand  o(Ffrom  them,  as  we  would 
not  partake  of  their  plagues. 


ExoD.  xxlii.  21. — My  name  is  in  himl 


THE  THIRD  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 

T  "X^fecond  maybe  of  TriaL  What  knowledge  or  acquaint- 
\J  ance  have  you  of  him  that  has  his  Father's  name  in 
^Y^  ?  Has  he,  either  at  this  occafion,  or  formerly,  manifeded 
his  own  and  his  Father's  name  unto  you,  as  he  fpeaks  in  that 
forecited  John  xvii.  6.  "  I  have  manifeded  thy  name  unto  the 
""en  which  thou  gaved  me  out  of  the  world  ?"  Take  the  fol- 
lowinjT  marks,  whereby  you  may  know  this. 

'•  If  fo,  then  his  name  will  have  a  fweet  favour  and  relifli 
in  your  very  fouls,  {o  that  you  will  eat  it,  and  it  will  be  to  you 

the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  your  hearts  :  Becaufe  of  the  favour 
of  thy  good  ointments,  thy  name  is  as  ointment  poured  forth, 
therefore  do  the  virgins  love  thee."  Oh  Sirs  !  how  goes  the 
'lime  of  Chrid  away  with  you  i  You  that  are  contented  wirh 
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dry  faplcfs  harangues  of  morality,  and  the  airy  flouri{h«8  of  liil4 
man  rhetoric,  pleafed  with  fermons  wherein  fcarcc  any  thing  of 
the  name  of  Chrill  is  to  be  found  ;  you  never  yet  had  his  name^ 
or  his  Father's  name  manifefted  to  you,  ye  are  ftrangers  to  itj 
for  to  them  that  know  his  name,  that  fermon,  that  ordinance, 
that  communion,  where  the  name  of  Chrill  is  not  recorded 
with  honour,  it  is  unfavoury,  to  them  taftclefs  like  the  white 
cf  an  egg,  in  which  there  is  no  rehfli. 

2.  You  will  frequently  think  on  his  ilame  with  pleafure, 
and  roll  it  as  a  fwcet  morfel  under  your  tongue-  Oh!  fays  Da- 
vid, "  My  meciitations  of  him  are  fweet,  and  I  will  be  glad 
in  the  Lord:  When  I  remember  thee  upon  my. bed,  and  medi- 
tate on  thee  in  the  night- watches,  my  foul  {hall  be  fatisfiedas 
with  marrow  and  with  fatnefs."  It  is  given  as  a  chara£ler  of 
the  faints,  efpecially  in  an  evil  day,  that  "  they  feared  the  Lord^ 
and  thought  upon  his  name,"  Mai.  iii.  i6.  and  if-  xxvi.  8.  "In 
the  way  of  thy  judgements,  O  Lord,  have  we  waited  for  thee  j 
the  defire  of  our  foul  is  to  thy  name,  and  to  the  remembrance 
of  thee.'* 

3.  You  will  be  often  fpcaking  to  the  commendation  of  his 
name,  and  of  his  Father's  name  that  is  in  him.  Oh  !  will  the 
foul  fay,  that  I  had  a  tongue  like  a  trumpet,  that  could  fonnd 
through  all  the  corners  of  the  univerfe,  to  proclaim  the  glory 
and  excellency  of  his  name ;  "  Now  bleffed  be  his  glorious 
name  for  ever  and  ever ;  and  let  the  whole  earth  be  filled 
with  his  glory."  And  you  will  be  ready  fometimcs  to  call  in 
the  whole  powers  of  your  foul  to  "  blefs  his  holy  name,"  and 
to  fummon  "  angels  that  excel  in  ftrength,  and  all  his  mini- 
fters  that  do  his  pleafure,  and  all  his  works  in  all  places  of  his 
dominions,"  to  help  you  to  celebrate  the  glory  of  his  worthy 
name. 

4.  If  you  be  acquainted  with  the  name  of  God  as  it  is  in 
Chrift,  you  will  make  much  ufe  of  that  name  in  all  your  addrcf* 
fes  to  God,  and  you  will  lay  the  only  ftrefs  of  your  accept- 
ance upon  that  n^me ;  when  you  ofer  up  either  prayers  or 
praifes  to  God,  you  will  fet  the  name  of  Chrift  before  you,- 
and  the  name  of  God  in  him,  as  that  which  will  bear  you 
through,  and  render  you  accepted;  Eph.  i.  6.  "  He  hath  madci 
us  accepted  in  the  Beloved."  Heb.  x.  19— 22^  you  fee  there 
that  it  is  in  the  name  of  our  great  NewTeftament  high  prieft^ 
that  we  are  to  draw  near  with  full  aflurance  of  faith.**  See 
Heb.  iv.  at  the  clofe.  Now,  try  yourfelves  by  this,  whethet 
you  be  acquainted  with  the  name  of  God  in  Chrift  5  when  you 
go  about  any  duty,  whether  it  be  praying,  praifing,  communis 
eating,  or  whatever  it  be,  you  will  do  all  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jcfus,  to  the  glory  of  God  through  him^ 
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5.  If  70a  be  acquainted  with  the  name  of  God  asitis  in  Chrift, 
you  will  be  ready  to  bow  at  or  in  the  name  of  Jefus,  and  you 
will  put  equal  honour  upon  him  as  upon  his  Father  :  *•  For 
this  is  the  will  of  him  that  fent  him,  that  all  men  (liould  ho- 
nour the  Son,  even  as  they  honour  the  Father ;  and  to  him 
every  knee  muft  bow,  and  every  tongue  (hall  confcfs,  that  Jefus 
Chrift  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father."  Sirs,  you 
entertain  miftaken  notions  of  the  Deity,  if  you  think  that  it 
is  a  (light  put  upon  the  Father,  to  give  the  fame  divine  wor- 
(hip  and  homage  to  him  as  to  the  Father,  for  God  the  Fa- 
ther is  glad  when  every  knee  bows  unto  Chrift.  And  there- 
fore try  yourfelves  by  this.  God  the  Father  fays,  "  Klfs  the 
Son ;  hear  him  :  He  is  thy  Lord,  and  wor(hip  thou  him." 
Now,  do  you  obey  this  command,  do  you  truft  in  his  name, 
do  you  glory  in  his  name,  and  obey  and  honour  the  name  of 
God  in  him. 

6.  You  will  be  very  tender  of  his  name,  you  w\\\  fan^ify  It 
in  your  hearts,  and  make  it  ^ our  fear  and  your  dread;  you 
will  be  tender  of  his  honour,  when  you  hear  his  name  profa- 
ned,  Pfal.  sXix.  lo.  "  It  is  as  a  fword  within  my  bones,  while 
they  fay  daily  unto  me.  Where  is  thy  God  ?"  tender  of  hi^ 
faw8,  afraid  of  lin  yourfelves,  and  grieved  when  you  fee  his 
'  hw8  broken  by  others ;  tender  of  his  Spirit,  afraid  of  grieving 
it}  tender  of  his  members  and  minifters  that  have  his  name 
;  «pon  them ;  tender  of  his  houfe,  and  the  concerns  thereof 
will  be  dearer  to  you  than  the  concerns  of  your  own  houfes  ; 
**The  zeal  of  thine  houfe  hath  eaten  me  up,"  fays  David; 
Wore  concerned  to  fee  thefe  thieves  and  robbers  fpoiling  the 
lioufe  of  God,  than  if  you  faw  your  own  houfe  rifTicd  before 
your  eyes. 

Ufe  third  of  this  do£lrine  fliall  be  of  Exhortation  unto  all  in 
general,  both  to  faints  and  finners,  both  to  communicants  and 
others,  in  a  few  particulars.  Is  it  fo  as  you  have  been  hearings 
that  the  name  of  God  is  in  Chrift,  in  fuch  a  way  and  manner 
8s  has  been  explained  ?     Then, 

Pirft^  See  that  you  ftudy  to  know  the  name  of  God  in  him. 
The  knowledge  of  God  in  the  works  of  creation  and  provi- 
dence, is  the  foundation  of  all  natural  religion;  and  the  know- 
ledge of  the  name  and  nature  of  God  in  Chrift,  is  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Chriftian  religion  :  and  therefore  we  find  that 
commonly  in  fcripture,  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  his  name, 
^8  it  is  revealed  in  Chrift,  is  put  for  all  religion,  John  xvii.  3. 
'*  This  is  life  eternal,  to  know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and 
Jefus  Chrift  whom  thou  haft  fent."  2  Cor.  iv.  6.  "  God  wha 
J^ommanded  the  light  to  (hine  out  ot  darknefs,  hath,  lliincd 
into  our  hearts,  to  give  us  the  light  of  the  knowledge  of  tho 

Vol.  II.  R  r  ^voi^ 
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glory  of  God,  in  the  face  of  Jcfus  Chrift."    And  thereforei 
Sirs,  I  would  commend  it  to  you  above  all  thing^s,  to  know  this 
name  of  God,  as  it  is  revealed  in  Chrift.    Motive^  It  is  reveal- 
ed  in  him  on  purpofe  that  it  may  be  known  by  the  children  of 
men.     God  in  Chrift  is  juft  God  "  manifefted,  and  manifefted 
in  the  flefli »"  and  why  is  a  thing  manifefted,  but  th^  it  may  be 
known  ?  the  manifeftation  of  it  is  vain,  and  to  no  purpofe,  ex- 
cept the  knowledp:e  of  it  be  attained.    Shall  God  manifeft 
himfelf  to  us  in  Chrift,  and  ftiall  not  we  purfue  the  knowledge 
of  him  as  he  is  in  Chrift  ?  It  is  the  firft  commandment  of  the 
law,  to  know  the  name  of  God  as  it  is  in  Chrift,  "  Thoit  (halt 
have  no  other  gods  before  me,"  i.  e.  thou  (halt  know  and  ac- 
knowledge me,  as  I  have  revealed  myfelf  in  the  perfon  of  my 
eternal  Son.  And  till  you  obey  this  commandment,  and  know 
this  name  of  God  in  Chrift,  you  can  obey  no  commandment 
of  the  law  to  purpofe  ;  and  when  you  obey  this  one,  you  will 
furely  obey  all  the  commandments ;  when  you  come  once  to 
know  God  as  he  is  in  Chrift,  you  (hall  know  him  as  your  own    \ 
God,  and  fo  come  at  a  faving  intereft  in  him.    When  he  is  ta*    i 
ken  up  as  the  God  and  Father  of  Chrift,  we  take  him  up  as  oar    \ 
own  God,  and  our  own  Father  in  Chrift,  and  are  enabled  to 
cry  with  Thomas,  "  My  Lord,  and  my  God;"  agreeable  to 
what  Chrift  declares  before  he  left  this  lower  world,  "  I  af* 
cend  to  my  Father  and  your  Father,  and  to  my  God  and  yeur 
God."  If  you  come  not  at  the  knowledge  of  the  name  of  GoA 
as  it  is  in  Chrift,  you  fliall  know  his  name,  as  it  is  out  o£ 
Chrift,  through  all  eternity.     And  Oh  how  terrible  is  his  ab— 
folute  name  !  it  is  '*  a  confuming  fire  to  the  workers  of  iniqui— ■ 
ty."  And  therefore,  for  the  Lord's  fake,  feek  to  know  the  nam^ 
of  God  as  it  is  in  Chrift,  the  great  Angel  of  the  covenant. 

DireB.  i.  If  you  would  know  the  name  of  God  as  it  is  inr' 
Chrift,  fearch  for  it  in  the  volume  of  his  book,  for  theife  it  i 
revealed.     Take  heed  to  the  word  read  and  preached,  **  a 
unto  a  light  (hining  in  a  dark  place,  until  the  day  dawn,  an^ 
the  day-ftar  arife  in  your  hearts/'     As  a  man's  name  and  cha^ 
rafter  is  known  by  his  teftimonial,  fo  Chrift's  name  and  chjt — 
rafter  is  to  be  known  by  the  word,  "  for  thefe  are  they  tha- 
teftify  of  him  -,"  and  therefore  "  fearch  ^he  fcriptures"  for  hi  - 
name,  dig  for  it  there  as  for  a  hid  treafurc. 

2.  Attend  carefully  upon  the  ordinances  of  his  appointment^ 
where  you  may  have  them  difpenfed  in  purity,  by  thefe  that  hty^ 
Chrift's  commiffion  ;  for  there  it  is  that  his  name  and  his  Fa^^ 
ther's  name  is  recorded.  As  it  is  faid  of  Paiil,  fo  it  may  be  faic::^^ 
of  every  faithful  minifter  of  Chrift,  "  He  bears  the  name  o  -^ 
Chrift  unto  the  Gentiles  •,''  and  the  work  of  minifters,  parti^^ 
cularly  in  the  difpenfation  of  word  and  facramcnt,  is  juft  ic^ 

blazon::^ 
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Uaioti  his  worthy  nanic,  and  to  caufe  it  to  be  remembered : 
tnany  afweet  view  of  the  name  of  Chriil  have  the  Lord's 
jpeOpIe  got  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  word,  <^  it  is  Chrift  whonx 
^x^e  preachy  ^nd  there  the  faints  do  <<  behold  the  beauty  of 
the  Lord." 

3.  Haunt  the  company  of  thofe  that  know  his  name,  for 
they  are  Very  ready  to  tell  it  to  others.  The  woman  of  Sama- 
ria, John  iv.  whenever  (he  read  the  name  of  God  in  Chrift^ 
(he  runs  to  her  neighbours,  and  tells  it  to  them,  faying,  "  Come 
fee  a  man  that  has  told  me  all  things  that  ever  I  did  :  is  not 
this  the  Chrift  ?"  Many  a  poor  foul  has  been  brought  to 
Chrift  by  heating  of  his  name  among  thefe  that  knew  him* 
The  daughters  of  Jerufalem  they  hear  the  fpoufe  fpeaking  o£ 
the  glory  and  beauty  of  her  beloved,  which  makes  them,  Cant; 
vi.  I.  to  fay,  "  Whither  is  thy  beloved  gone,  O  thou  faireft 
among  women  i  that  we  may  feek  him  with  thee.'' 

4.  With  all  thefe  join  eameft  prayer  to  God,  who  has  fet 
his  name  in  Chrift,  tnat  he  may  ftiew  this  name,  even  his  own 
glory,  in  the  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  unto  you.  Oh  !  plead  the 
promife  of  the  Spirit  to  teftify  of  Chrift,  to  take  the  glory  of 
Chrift,  and  fliew  it  unto  you  ;  for  it  is  a  particular  office  o£ 
the  Spirit,  as  a  '^  Spirit  of  wifdoni  and  revelation,  to  open  the 
blind  eyes,"  and  to  caufe  the  foul  to  read  the  name  of  the  Fa- 
ther in  the  Son,  and  he  has  promifed  his  Spirit  to  them  that 
&ik  him» 
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^ECONDLlT^  Another  Word  of  exhortation  is  to  you  tliafc 
know  his  name,  to  truft  in  it :  PfaL  ix.  10.  "  They  that 
-Icnow  thy  nartie  will  put  their  truft  in  thee."  How  often  arc 
>^rc  exhorted  in  fcriptute  to  truft  iii  the  nanle  of  the  Lord  ? 
if.  1.  IQ.  **They  that  fear  the  Lord,  and  obey  the  voice  of  his 
fcnrant ;  let  them  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and  ftay 
t:hemfelves  upon  their  God."  Oh  Sirs  !  is  his  Father*s  name  iti 
liim  ?  then  truft  him  and  give  him  credit.  It  is  promifed,  that 
^*  in  his  name  fliall  the  Gentiles  truft ;  that  the  Gentiles  fliall 
;^t:ome  unto  his  light,  and  kings  to  the  brightnefs  of  his  rifing; 
'^to  him  fhall  the  Gentiles  feek,  and  his  reft  (hall  be  glorious," 
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Seeinjy  God  the  Father  has  fet  him  forth!unto  you  Gentiles !n 
a  gofpel-difpcnfation,  faying,  My  name  is  in  him,  Oh  I  truft 
in  this  name  of  the  Lord,  and  ftay  upon  him  as  your  God. 
This  trufting  in  his  name,  it  implies, 

1.  The  knowledge  of  his  name,  for  it  is  only  they  that  knovf 
his  name  that  ivill put  their  truft  in  him. 

2.  A  perfuafion  of  his  authority  and  commiflion  as  the  fent 
of  God:  for  he  glorified  not  himfelf  to  be  made  ^n  high  prieft ; 
but  he  that  faid  unto  him,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  be- 
gotten thee."  Chrift  did  not  run  before  he  was  called  :  *'  1  the 
Lord  have  called  thee,  I  will  hold  thix^  hand,  and  will  help 
thee."  Now,  faith  receives  Chrift  upon  his  Father's  credit, 
upon  the  record  of  God  concerning  him,  as  his  great  ordinance 
for  (alvation  ;  and  this  is  a  part  of  his  Father's  name  here  in* 
tended. 

3*  It  has  in  it  a  perfuafion  of  his  power  and  ability  to  favCi 
becaufe  his  Father's  name  is  in  him.  *^  I  have  laid  help  upon 
one  that  is  mighty  :  He  is  able  to  fave  to  the  uttcrmoft  all  that 
come  unto  God  by  him." 

4.  This  trufting  in  his  name,  has  in  it  a  renouncing  of  all 
other  refuges  but  the  name  of  the  Lord  as  in  him.  The  foul, 
in  trufting  in  his  name,  cries,  **  Aftiur  ihall  not  fave  us,  we 
will  not  ride  upon  horfes,  neither  will  we  fay  any  more  to 
the  works  of  our  hands,  Ye  are  our  gods.  In  vain  is  falva- 
tion  hoped  for  from  the  hills,  or  the  multitude  of  mountains/' 
&c. 

5.  It  has  in  it  an  expeftation  of  help  and  relief  in  this 
name  :  "  Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,"  in  the  name 
of  a  God  in  Chrift,  "  who  made  the  heavens  and  the'earth.** 
When  we  truft  a  man  of  honefty  and  fidelity,  we  expeft  that 
he  will  not  betray  us,  but  that  he  will  do  to  us  according  to 
his  promife. 

6.  A  perfuafion  that  he  will  do  to  the  foul  in  particular  ac- 
cording to  his  gracious  word,  and  that  for  the  fake  of  his  name, 
faithfulnefs,  and  truth.  Oh  !  fays  the  foul,  this  word  of  his, 
which  is  "  yea  and  amen  in  him,"  is  the  ground  of  my  furc 
hope,  and  in  it  I  will  be  confident ;  for  "  he  is  not  man  that 
he  fhould  lie,  or  the  fon  of  man  that  he  fhould  repent."  Thus 
you  fee  what  it  is  to  truft  in  his  name. 

,^/e/f.  For  what  would  you  have  us  to  truft  in  his.  name  ? 

^nfw.  I.  Truft  him  with  the  government  of  th^  world  in 
this  dark  and  cloudy  day,  in  which  the  nations  are  {baking 
and  ftaggcring  like  a  drunken  man  ;  for  his  Father  has  lodged 
the  reins  of  the  world's  government  in  his  hand ;  and  if  his 
Father  has  committed  that  truft  to  him,  you  have  no  reafon  to 

fpar. 
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fear,  though  heaven  and  earth  were  mingling ;  for  all  power 
in  heaven  and  earth  being  in  his  hand,  he  will  bring  all  to  good 
account. 

a.  Truft  him  with  the  government  of  his  church,  for  **  he 
rules  in  Jacob,  he  is  King  in  Zion  j"  by  his  Father's  appoint^ 
ment,  the  government  is  upon  his  Ihoulders.  His  Father  has 
hung  upon  him  all  the  glory  of  his  houfe,  as  upon  a  **  nail 
faftened  in  a  fure  place."  The  offspring  and  the  iffue  hang 
upon  him  \  the  vefTels  of  the  fmalleft  quantity,  even  from  the 
veifels  of  cups,  to  the  vefTels  of  flagons.  The  fervants  of  the 
houfe  may  mifplace  the  vefTels,  diforder  the  houfe;  but  no  fear, 
he  will  bring  all  to  rights  in  his  own  time  and  way ;  though 
before  he  do  this  he  may  come  in  fuch  an  awful  manner  as  to 
make  all  the  houfe  to  tremble ;  yet  trufl  him,  for  <'  he  is  faith- 
ful in  all  his  houfe ;"  he  has  founded  it  upon  a  rock^  and  the 
gates  of  hell  ihall  not  prevail,  fo  as.  to  deftroy  it. 

3.  Truft  him  with  all  your  temporal  cares  and  concerns^ 
'  Perhaps  you  are  ready  to  be  filled  with  anxiety  of  mind  in  the 

prefent  poflure  of  affairs,  and  to  fay.  Oh  !  what  fhall  come  of 
me  and  mine,  if  the  Lord  (hall,  tor  th^  fms  of  thefe  lands^ 
order  the  bloody  fword  that  is  raging  abroad,  to  pafs  over  and 
vifit  us  ?  Why,  trufl  him  even  in  that  cafe  :  <'  For  this  man 
ihall  be  the  peace  when  the  Affyrian  fhall  come  into  our  land.^ 
This  man  (hall  be  *^  a  hiding  place  from  the  florm^  a  covert 
from  the  tempefl^  and  as  the  (hadow  of  a  great  rock  in  at 
weary  land."  The  name  of  God  in  him  is  *^.a  (trong  tower; 
the  righteous  fly  into  it,  and  are  fafe.''  Oh !  Sirs,  truft  him 
for  your  provifion  and  prote£tion,  for  he  has  fald  his  people 
(hall  ^^  dwell  on  high,  the  place  of  their  defence  (hall  be  the 
munitions  of  rocks  ;  your  bread  fhall  be  given  you,  and  your 
water  (hall  be  fure/'  Pfal.  xxxvii.  3.  "  Truft  in  the  Lord,  and 
do  good,  fo  (halt  thou  dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily  thou  (halt 
ht  fed.'' 

4.  Truft  him  for  all  your  fpiritual  and  eternal  concerns, 
for  all  that  he  is  "  made  of  God  unto  us ;  for  he  received 
gifts  for  men,"  and  he  will  not  betray  his  truft^  More  parti- 
cularly, 

ly?,  Truft  him  for  wifdom  and  counfel  in  every  difEculif 
cafe  ;  truft  him  for  inftruftion  in  the  knowledge  of  the  great 
myfteries  of  the  kingdom,  and  fecrets  of  the  covenant,  "  He 
opens  the  book,  and  loofes  the  feven  feals  thereof,"  When 
you  come  into  dark  paths,  where  ye  know  not  your  way, 
truft  him  that  he  will  lead  the  blind  in  the  way  they  knovr 
not,  for  be  is  ^^  given  for  a  leader  and  a  commander  to  the 
jeople." 

2</Jkj  Truft  him  for  peace  and  reconciliatiooi  and  for  accept- 
ance 
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ance  to  your  perfon  and  fervices  through  his  evcrlaftnig  rigJi* 
tcoufncfs  i  for  **  he  hath  brought  in  everlafting  righteoufnefsi 
he  has  magnified  the  law,  and  made  it  honourable,  and  the  * 
liord  is  well  pleafed  for  his  righteoufciiefs  fake." 

^dlyj  Truft  him  for  a  fupply  of  all  your  wants,  fupplies  of 
light,  fupplies  of  life,  fupplies  of  (Irength  and  grace  ;  for  **  all 
we  out  of  his  fulncfs  do  receive  grace  for  grade ;  and  when 
the  poor  and  needy  feek  water,  and  there  is  none,  and  when 
their  tongue  faileth  for  third,  I  the  Lord  will  hear  them,  I  the 
God  of  Jacob  will  not  rejeft  them." 

4/i5/p,  Fruft  him  for  freedom  from  the  temptations  and  fiery 
darts  of  the  devil,  for  his  Father's  name  is  in  himi  which  is 
the  terror  of  hell,  he  has  **  fpoiled  principalities  and  powers,'* 
and  has  faid,  that  **  the  God  of  peace  (hall  bruife  Satan  under 
your  feet  fliortly." 

Sthly^  Truft  him  for  a.  fafe  through-bearing  at  deaths  for 
^<  he  was  dead,  and  is  alive,  and  lives  for  evermore^  and  hath 
the  keys  of  hell  and  death  %*  and  he  has  faid,  **  I  will  ran- 
fom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave,  I  will  redeem  them 
ftom  death." 

Thus,  I  fay,  feeing  his  Father's  name  is  in  him,  let  him  be 
the  obje£l  of  your  truft  in  every  cafe.  And  to  encourage  yout 
truft  in  him,  confider, 

1.  That  it  is  for  this  end  that  his  Father's  name  is  in  him  as 
Mediator,  that  he  may  be  the  obje£t  of  your  truft.  Oh  Sirs  ! 
God  had  been  an  eternal  objeft  of  terror  inftead  of  truft,  if  he 
had  not  manifeftcd  himfelf  to  us  in  Chrift  as  **  the  Lord  God 
merciful  and  gracious,"  &c. 

2.  That  it  is  the  dcfigri  of  the  whole  fcriptures,  and  of  the 
whole  of  a  gofpel-difpenfation,  to  bring  finners  to  truft  him^ 
and  faints  to  truft  him  better  and  more  firmly :  John  xx.  at 
the  clofe,  **  Thcfe  things  are  written,  that  ye  might  believe  in 
the  Son  of  God,  and  btlieving,"  or  trufting,  "  ye  might  have 
life  through  his  name." 

3.  It  is  the  command  of  God  that  you  truft  in  his  name* 
It  is  not  a  thing  optional,  whether  you  do  it  or  not  as  yoa 
pleafe  :  no,  you  arc  concluded  under  the  command  of  God  to 
make  him  the  objefl  of  your  truft,  even  for  your  eternal  falva- 

.  tion,  I  John  iiL  23.  "  Tliis  is  his  commandment,  that  ye  be* 
licve  in  the  name  of  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God,"  &C4 
And  remember  that  this  commandment  is  fenced  with  an  aw* 
ful  penalty,  that  if  you  do  it  not,  you  are  "  condemned  al- 
ready," &c. 

4.  Confider,  that  he  himfelf,  as  well  as  his  Father,  requires 
your  truft  and  confidence  in  his  name :  If.  xlv.  22.  "  Look 
unto  me,"  or  truft  in  me,  **  all  ye  cads  of  the  earth  5"  for  my 

Father's 
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Father^s  name  is  in  me,  "  I  am  God,  and  there  is  none  clfe." 
And  Oh!  when  a  finner  trufts  him,  he  is  well  pleafed,  for  **  he 
taketh  pleafure  in  them  that  fear  him,  in  thofe  that  hope  in 
his  mercy,"  &c. 

5.  Confider  the  advantage  that  (hall  accrue  to  you  by  trull- 
ing  him  that  has  his  Father's  name  in  him. 

I/?,  Stability  in  a  (baking  and  trying  day.  When  many  on 
every  hand  of  you  are  carried  away  '^ith  the  wind  of  error^ 
temptation,  afHi£tion,  reproach,  and  perfecution  ;  yet  by  trull* 
ing  in  this  name»  ye  ilnll  be  "  as  mount  Zion,  which  can« 
not  be  removed  for  ever  :**  your  faith  and  hope,  like  an  "  an- 
chor fure  and  ftedfafl:  entering  within  the  vail,''  will  keep  you 
firm  in  all  ftorms  that  may  blow,  either  from  heaven,  earth,. 
or  hell. 

TJfyf  Ye  (hall  have  the  advantage  of  much  inward  peace 
when  the  world  is  reeling  about  you  :  "  He  (hall  not  be  afraid 
pf  evil  tidings  :  his  heart  is  fixed,  trufting  in  the  Lord.**  If. 
xxvi.  3.  "  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  perfeft  peace,  whofe  mind 
is  flayed  on  thee:  becaufe  he  trufttth  in  thee/* 

3J/y,  Not  only  peace,  but  joy,  is  the  fruit  of  trufting  in  this 
name  which  is  fet  in  Chrift  :  "  I  have  trufted  in  thy  mercy, 
I  have  rejoiced  in  thy  falvation.  In  whom,  though  now  we 
feehimjaot,  yet  believing,  we  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakable^ 
and  full  of  glory." 

^tbfyf  Ye  (hall  be  kept  alive  in  famine,  if  you  truft  in  this 
name.  Sirs,  there  is  a  famine  of  the  word  of  the  Lord  in 
many  corners  of  this  land,  many  of  the  Lord's  remnant  put 
fore  to  it  for  want  of  their  ordinary  meals  ;  fet  a  wandering 
for  the  bread  of  life  through  violent  intrufions,  and  otherwife: 
Well,  in  this  cafe  look  to,  and  truft  in  the  name  of  a  God  in 
Chri(l,  and  ye  (hall  not  want ;  he  will  lead  you  to  the  place 
where  he  caufes  his  (locks  to  reft  at  noon.  See  a  fweet  pro- 
(nife  to  this  purpofe,  Jer.  xvii.  7.  8.  Pfal.  xxxvii.  z. 
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THE  FIFTH  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 

I  Proceed  now  to  the  third  word  of  exhortation  from  the 
text  and  doftrine.  Is  it  fo  that  the  name  of  God  is  in 
our  glorious  Redeemer  Jefus  Chrift  ?  Oh  then,  Sirs,  let  u& 
glory  in  his  name,  for  "  in  him  (liali  all  the  feed  of  Ifrael  be 
juftified,  and  (hall  glory/'  If.  xlv.  25.     It  is  witli  a  view  to 

this 
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this  manifeftation  that  it  is  faid,  If  Ix.  i8.  '^  The  Lord  fliall 
be  thy  evcriafting  light,  and  thy  God  thy  glory.**  And  there- 
fore let  us  read  the  name  of  God  as  our  God  ia  Chrift,  and 
rejoice  and  glory  in  it,  whatever  melancholy  fcenes  may  open 
in  this  lower  world,  whatever  jars,  and  wars,  whatever  divi- 
lions  or  difafters ;  '^  Though  mountains  (hould  be  removed, 
and  cad  into  the  midft  of  the  Tea,  though  the  waves  may  lift 
up  their  voice  and  make  a  mighty  noife  j"  though  fword,  fa- 
mine, and  peftilence,  ihould  travel  through  the  land,  and  lay 
it  defolate  of  inhabitants ;  yet  here  is  *•  a  river,  the  dreams 
whereof  makes  glad  the  city  of  God."  The  name  of  God  is 
in  Chrift,  and  his  name  in  him  is  '^  a  God  reconciling  the 
vrorld  unto  himfeif ;  not  imputing  their  trcfpafles  unto  them;" 
or,  which  is  all  one,  his  name  in  Chrifl:  is  that  which  he  pro- 
claimed to  Mofes,  **  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God,  merciful  and 
gracious,  pardoning  iniquity,  tranfgref&on,  and  fin  ;"  and 
therefore  let  us  rejoice  in  his  name  all  the  day  long,  Pfal. 
Ixzxix.  i6.  or,  as  it  is  Pfal.  cv.  3.  "  Glory  ye  in  his  holy 
name.**  And  that  I  may  illuflrate  and  clear  this  exhortation, 
which  we  find  fo  much  urged  in  the  fcriptures  of  truth,  I 
fliall, 

1.  Tell  you  what  is  implied  in  this  rejoicing  or  glorying  in 
his  name, 

2.  iShew  what  there  is  in  his  name  that  may  afford  matter 
ofjoy  and  gloriation. 

3.  The  proper  feafons  of  this  duty,  or  when  It  is  efpecially 
that  we  are  called  to  ^lory  in  his  name. 

4.  Anfwer  a  few  objections,  or  remove  fome  difficulties  that 
lie  in  the  way,  and  which  mar  your  joy  in  this  name. 

5.  Offer  a  few  advices  how  this  duty  is  to  be  managed. 
Thejfr/?  thing  is  to  fliew,  what  it  is  to  rejoice  and  glory  in 

the  name  of  God,  as  it  is  difplayed  and  manifefted  unto  us  in 
Chrifl: ;  or  what  it  fuppofcs  and  implies. 

I.  then,  It  fuppofes  ihat  the  great  name  of  God  is  manifeft- 
ed  to  us  in  Chrift,  as  matter  ofjoy  and  gloriation.  Hence  no 
fooner  was  God  actually  incarnate,  but  immediately  the  an- 
gels (Luke  ii.)  proclaim  it  as  a  matter  of  triumph  unto  the 
ihepherds  :  "  Behold,  we  bring  you  glad  tidings  of  great  joy, 
which  (hall  be  to  all  people.  For  unto  you  is  born,  in  the  ci- 
ty of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Chrift  the  Lord."  Oh  Sirs! 
what  matter  of  joy  was  it  unto  our  firft  parents  when  the 
name  of  an  incarnate  God  was  difplayed  to  them,  Gen.  iii.  15. 
*•  The  feed  of  the  woman  fliall  bruife  the  head  of  the  fer* 
pent  ?"  This  name  immediately  difpelled  the  difmal  cloud 
of  wrath  that  was  hovering  over  their  heads,  and  cleared  the 
iky  to  them,  and  all  their  poftcrity.  And  commonly  the  pro* 
^  '  phets 
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jpliels  under  the  Old  Teftamenti  when  they  begin  to  fpeak  of 
the  coming  of  the  Meffias,  and  of  the  manifeltation  of  the 
name  of  God  in  him  under  the  New  Teftamenti  they  call 
.and  invite  the  church  to  rejoice  at  the  profped  oi\t\  Zech. 
ix*  9.  *<  Rejoice  greatly,  O  dau)i;hter  of  Zion;  (hout,  O  daugh- 
ter of  Jerusalem  :  behold,  thy  King  cometh  unto  thee :  he  is 
juft,  and  haying  falvation."  If.  Ixii.  11.  <*  Beholdi  the  Lord 
bath  proclaimed  unto  the  end  of  the  world,  fay  ye  to  the 
daughter  of  Zton,  Behold  thy  falvation  cometh  ;  behold,  his 
reward  is  with  hiAi,  and  his  works  before  him.** 

2.  It  fuppofes  an  uptaking  of  the  name  of  God  as  it  is  ma* 
nifefted  in  Chrift,  and  an  impreflion  or  ftamp  of  it  made  upon 
the  foul  by  the  Holy  Spirit^  '^  The  light  of  the  knowledge  of 
4he  glory  of  God,  in  tne  face  of  Jefus  Chrift,  ihlnes  in  upon 
the  heart  and  the  foul,  by  beholding  the  glory  of  it  as  through 
a  glafs,  is  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from  glory  to  glory, 

.311  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord/'  Sirs,  The  name  of  a  God  in 
:Chrift  is  manifefted  externally  unto  you  all ;  but,  alas  !  few 
•do  really  glory  in  his  name.  Why,  what  is  the  rcafon  of  it  i 
The  reafon  is,  this  name  was  never  printed  upon  their  hearts 
-Ijy  the  finger  of  the  Spirit;  they  never  read  it  by  the  eye  of 
£iith ;  the  god  of  this  world  blinds  the  minds  of  them  that  be- 
lieve not,  leaft  the  light  of  the  glorious  gofpti  of  Chrift,  who 

-  as  the  image  of  God,  (hould  ftiine  into  them/'    So  that,  if  ever 
70U  glory  in  this  name,  Chrift,  and  the  name  of  God  in  him, 

-.snuft  be  imprefled  upon  your  hearts,  as  Paul  fays  of  himfelf, 

-  •*  It  pleafed  God  to  reveal  his  Son  in  me/' 

3.  It  has  in  it  a  high  eftimate  and  valuation  ^f  this  worthy 
~3iame  ;  for  nten  do  not  glory  in  a  thing  which  they  make  but 

^^ittle  account  of.    Oh  the  fuperlative  eftimate  that  the  belie* 

'^er,  the  gracious  foul^  puts  upon  the  name  of  Chrift,  or  the 

'  ^lame  of  God  in  him !  he  looks  on  it  as  '^a  name  above  every 

-same.     Yea,  doubtlefs,'*  fays  Paul,  Phil.  iii.  *<  I  count  all 

-  ^ings  but  lofs  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift," 

4*  b  has  in  it  a  holy  vaunting,  boading,  and  exultation  of    ' 

-  the  f(Qul  in  him  :  Pfal  ocxxiv.  2.  "  My  foul  (fays  David)  fliall 
*  make  her  boaft  of  ^od  f  the  humble  fliall  hear  thereof,  and 

ie  glad/'  Pfal.  xliv.  8.  "  In  God  we  boaft  all  the  day  long  : 
--and  praife  thy  name  for  ever.     Sclah/'     The  man  dare  not 

hoaft  of  his  riches,  of  his  honour,  of  his  ftcength,  of  his  righ- 
"^eoufncfs,  of  his  works,  of  bis  grace,  experience,  attainments, 
-Jioiinefs,  and  obedience,  or  any  thing  elfe  \  but  his  foul  will 
Voaft  in  a  God  in  Chrift,  faying  with  ifrae),  Deut.»xxxii. 
'*  Their  rock  is  not  as  our  Rock,  enemies  themfelves  being 
judges  /'  or  David,  Pfal.  xviii.  "  Who  is  God  fave  the  Lord  ? 
Vol.  II.  S  f  or 
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or  who  15  a  rock  favc  our  God  ?**  who  in  Chrift  is  God  mercii 
fui  and  gracious.  How  often  do  we  find  Paul  thus  vaundns 
and  making  his  boftd  in  an  incarnate  God,  and  his  doing  and 
dying,  ^^  God  forbid  that  I  fhould  glory  in  any  thing,  favc  in 
4he  crofs  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  by  whom  the  world  is  cru- 
cified unto. me,  and  [  unto  the  world  P'  Oh  !  fays  he,  ^*  in  thi^ 
name  will  I  glory  :  I  can  do  all  things  through  Chrift  flrength- 
4ening  me." 

5.  It  has  in  it  an  earneft  defire  to  havehis  glory  raifedt  ^d 
the  renown  of  this  great  name  (if.poi&ble)  fpread  through  ail 
the  earth  :  Oh  1  fays  the  foul,  under  this  exercife,  **  Let  his 
xiame  endure  for  ever,  let  his  name  laft  like  the  fun :  Blefied 
be  his  glorious  name  for  ever  and  ever ;  and  let  the  whole  earth 
be  filled  with  his  glory."  Thus  you  .tec  w^at  it  is  to  rejoice 
and  glory  in  the  name. of  God  as* it  is  in  Chrift. 

Thc/econd  thing  iqthLs  ufe,  is  to  fhew  what  there  is  in. this 
name  of  God  in  Chrift,  that  afFords.  fuch  matter  of  joy,  and 
^lofiation  ?  I  anfwer,  There  is  every  thing  in  this  naftie  that 
^an  afford. relief  to  afinner,or  matter  of  joy  and  triumph  unto 
a  rational  foul ;  for, 

1.  There  isiight  in  this  name ;  he /is  **  the  Sun  of  righted 
pufneis,.the  light. of. the  world,  the  day-fpring  from  on  highi^ 
Whenever  he  is  revealed  to  a  land,  by  the  difpenfation  of  this 
gofpel,  light  arifes  there :  ^*  The  people  which  fat  in  darknefs^ 
faw  great  light  :.and  to  them  whixrh  fat  in  the  region. and  fba- 
fiow  of  death,  light  fprings  up,"  Matth.  ivi  i6-     And  when* 
ever  his  name  is  favingly  manifefted  to  a  foul,-  thesrc  is  a  dU 
vine  light  diffiufed  through  all  the  nooks  and  corners  of  the  ^ 
heart,  infomuch.  that  the  man  that  moment  is  U  caJled  out  of 
darkncfs  unto  God's  marvellous  light;"  and  Oh  but  this  light  - 
is  fweet,  and  ^*  it  is  a  pleafant  thing  for  the  eyes  to  behold  the  '• 
fun."     Oh  Sirs  !  cry,  cry,  that  this-  name  may  be  manifefted  ^ 
unto  you,  foas  it  is  not  manifefted  unto  the  world,  and  let  r: 
ypur  cries  to  heaven  be  accompanied  with  a  diligent  atten.dance  - 
on  his  word  read  and  preached,  ^^  as  unto  a  light  fhining  in  ^  -J 
dark  place,  until  the  day  dawn,  and  the  day  ftar  arife  iii  your  ^ 
hearts ;  and  wait  for  it,  as  they  that  wait  for  the  morning,  I  fay^^  ^ 
more  than  they  that  wait  .for  the  morning ;  for  whenever  this  ^ 
name  is  difplayed  in  its  glory  to  the  foul,  it  will  make  your  - 
heart  to. rejoice  with  the  light  that  is  in  it;  then  "  the  timeof^ 
the  finging  of  birds  is  come." 

2.  There  is  life  in  this  namCf  and  this  affords  matter  of  joy  " 
and  gloriation  in  it :  John  i.  4.  "  In  him  was  life,  and  the  life  - 
^as  the  light  gf  men."  Yea,  this  is  one  of  his  famous  titlcj!,  . 
*<  the  refurredion  and  the  life,  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  -= 
life  :  This  is  the  record  of  God,  that  God  hath  given  to  us_: 

eternal 
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denial  life :  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son/'  i  John  v.  ir.  and  in 

the  laft  vcrfc  of  the  chapter  favc  one,  "  We  are  in  him  that  is 

tme,  e?en  in  bis  Son  Jefus  Chrift.     This  is  the  true  God,  and 

eternal  life ;  and  he  that  hath  the  Son,  hath  life/'    The  name 

of  Qod  as  in  Chrift,  it  works  wonders  among  the  dead ;  let 

but  this  name  be  manifefted  to  a  poor  foul  dead  in  trefpafies 

and  finsi  immediately' it  is  c[uickiened,  the  fpirit  of  life  enters 

into  it.     Oh  !  Sirs,  how  comes  it  about  that  there  lie  fuch  si 

multitude  of  dead  fouls  like  dry  bones  in  the  valley  of  vifion, 

notwithftanding  of  a  clear  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel  ?     Why, 

the  matter  is,  though  the  name  of  Chrift,  and  of  Grod  in  him, 

be  externally,  manifefted  or  re^realed,  yet  they  never  to  this  day 

took  up  the  name  of  God  in  the  light  of  the  Spirit,  or  by  faith 

of  the  Spirit's  operation  ;  and  therefore  it  is,  that  they  that  are 

dead  remain  dead  ftill,  and  they  that  are  filthy  remain  filthy 

ftill.  But  though  the  unbelieving  ignorant  world  fhould  never 

Jbnow  this  name,  yet  there  is  life  in  it  to  them  that  know  it ;  a 

life  of  juftification  to  the  foul  that  is  condemned  by  the  law ) 

a  life  oiF  fantlificatioh  to  them  that  are  periftiing  under  the 

power  and  pollution  of  fin  ;  a  life  of  confolation  to  them  who 

through  prefiures  of  divine  terrors  are  laid  in  the  iQweft  pit, 

m  darkiiefs,  and  in  the  deeps ;  a  life  of  etertial  glory  to  them 

fhsit  fliould  have  died  the  fecond  death,  and  been  *^  punUhed 

mith  everlaftmg  deftrudion  from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord,  and 

blic  glory  of  hrs  power." 

3%  There  is  peace  in  the  name  of  Chriftj  and  of  God  in 
i:iim.  God  in  Chrift  is  a  **  God  of  peace,"  committing  to  us 
^  word  of  recoticiliation  ;  hence  one  of  the  famous  titles  of 
Chrift  is  *'  The  Prince  of  peace  :"  he  is  our  peace  with  God, 
For  he  •*  makes  peace  by  the  blood  of  his  crofs :  When  we 
arcre  enemies,  we  were  reconciled  to  God  by  the  death  of  his 
Son.''  He  makes  peace  with  confcience>  by  fprinkling  his 
blood  upon  it  *,  let  but  the  name  of  Chrift  be  manifefted  to  a 
Coul  diftra£ied  with  the  terrors  of  a  guilty  confcience,  imme« 
diately  the  ftorm  is  hiiflied  into  a  pleafant  calm.  And  by  the 
toanifeftation  of  this  name,  peace  is  made  up  between  man 
aind  man  $  the  name  of  Chrift  difplayed  in  its  power  makes  the  ' 
*^  wolf  to  dwell  with  the  lamb,  and  the  leopard  to  d\vel( 
3)eaceably  with  the  kid."  What  is  it  that  creates  fuch  divi- 
^ns  among  us  at  this  <iay  ?  the  church  is  rent,  the  ftate  is 
Tent,  judicatories  are  rent,  congregations  are  rent,  families  are 
tent,  the  hearts  of  minifters  rent  from  their  people,  and  the 
icartsof  the  people  rent  from  their  minifters^  town  council 
and  corporations  rent,  and  run  into  different  parties :  why, 
the  name  and  glory  of  a  God  in  Chrift,  which  is  the  centre  of 
peace  and  love^  is  departed;  little  of  Chrift,  or  of  his  caufe 
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and  intcrcft,  is  before  our  eyes,  "  every  one  mindinj;  his  6WY» 

things,  but  few  the  things  of  Chrift :"  and  I  defpair  cvct' 

to  fee  either  our  khk  or  ftate  divifions  fettled,  till  the  name 

and  glory  of  Chrift,  and  his  caufe  and  intereft,  come  to  be 

greater  in  our  eyes,  than  any  private  views  or  interefts  of  our 

own. 

4«  Redemption  and  remifSon  of  fin  is  in  his  name ;  hence 
called  '«  the  Redeemer  f  If.  lix.  20.  «  The  Redeemer  flwll 
come  to  Zion."  We  are  faid  to  **  have  redemption  in  his 
blood,  even  the  forgivenefs  of  fin.*'  He  is  the  Lord,  *•  par- 
doning iniquity,  tranfgrcffion,  and  fin."  Whenever  he  ma^ 
nifefts,  his  name  favingly  unto-  a  poor  foul,  crying,  **  Mine 
iniquities  are  gone  over  my  head,  as  a  burden  too  heavy  for 
me  to  bear  ',^'  the  poor  foul  can  read  pardon  of  its  fin,  and 
fing  with  David,  Pfal.  ciii.  "  Blefs  the  Lord,  O  my  foul  5 
and  alt  that  is  within  me,  blefs  his  holy  name.  Who  par-* 
doneth  all  thine  iniquities :  and  who  redeems  thy  life  from; 
deftruftion." 

jr  There  is  not  only  remifiion  of  fin,  but  a  law-magnifying 
and  juftifying  righteoufnefe  in  his  name:  Jer.  xxlii.  6*  *Mn 
his  days  Judah  (hall  be  faved,  and  Ifrael  fliall  dwell  in  fafety: 
and  this  is  hrs  name  whereby  he  fliall  be  called.  The  Lord  our 
RtghieoufntfsP    And,  Oh  !  whenever  this  name  of  his  is  read 
with  the  application  of  faith,  faying,  as  If.  xlv.  24.  "  In  the 
Lord  have  1  righteoufnefs  5"  the  man  begins  to  rejoice  and 
glory  in  his  name,  faying,  as  If.  Ixi.  lo.  "  He  hath  clothed  me 
with  the  garments  of  falvation,  and  covered  me  with  the  robe 
of  righteoufnefs."    The  poor  condemned  finner,  that  was 
trembling  before  the  bar  of  his  own  confcience,  begins  to  lift  "- 
up  his  head,  and  fay,  **  Who  can  lay  any  thing  to  my  charge  ? 
It  is  God  that  juftifieth  :  who  is  he  that  condemneih  ?'*  Chrift    - 
is  the  end  of  the  law,  and  through  him  the  righteoufnefs  of* 
the  law  is  fulfilled  ;  for  he  was  "  made  fin  for  us,  who  knew  " 
no  fin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  :3 
him.'* 

6.  Health  or  healing  is  in  his  name :  Exod.  xv.  26.  '*  I  am  -J 
the  Lord  ^hat  healeth  thee,  Jehovah-Rqphi.'*     Mai.  iv,  2.   - 
**  Unto  you  that  fear  my  name,  ftiall  the  Sun  of  righteoufnefs  J 
arife  with  healing  in  his  wings.'*     By  this  name  the  eyes  of^ 
the  blind  were  opened,  the  ears  of  the  deaf  unftopped,  the 
lame  man  made  to  leap  like  an  hart,  and  the  tohgue  of  the 
dumb  to  fing.     Let  this  name  b"  but  whifpered  into  the  heart 
by  the  Spirit^  or  let  it  be  but  called  upon  by  faith  in  prayer,  it 
will  make  the  bones  whirh  were  broken  to  rejoice.     All  fouF 
maladies  and  difeafes  cvanifh  before  it.     "  He  fent  forth  his 
word/'.4iirhich  is  in  his  name,  ^*and  healed  them.'* 

7- 
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%  There  is  (belter  In  a  ftormy  day  in  his  name :  <'  The  name 
t>f  the  Lord  is  a  ftrong  tower.**  When  ftorms  and  tempefts 
are  blowing,  the  believer,  when  he  gets  this  name  over  his 
head,  he  can  fing  and  fay,  ^*  In  the  floods  of  great  waters,  they 
fliall  not  come  near  unto  me,  for  the  Lord  is  my  (efuge,  and 
my  ftrength,  and  a  very  prefent  help  in  time  of  trouble;  there- 
fore I  will  not  be  afraid,''  Pfal.  xlvi.  This  name  is  the  ^*  (Irength 
of  the  poor,  and  the  (Irength  of  the  needy  in  his  diftrefs,  a  re- 
fuge from  the  ftorm,  a  fhadow  from  the  heat,  when  the  blafl:  of 
the  terrible  ones  is  as  a  (lorm  againft  the  wall.  I  will  lay  me 
down  in  peace,  and  ikep,  for  thou.  Lord,  makefl  me  to  dwell  in 
fafety*  I  will  not  be  afraid  of  ten  thoufands  of  the  people,  who 
fet  themfelves  againd  me  round  about." 

8.  There  is  honour  and  preferment  in  his  name:  Pfal.  zci.  14. 
'*  I  will  fet  him  on  high,  becaufe  he  bath  known  my  name.'^ 
Whenever  this  name  is  manifefted  to  a  foul,  it  gets  a  namo 
and  a  place  within  God's  houfe,  better  than  of  fons  and 
daughters  among  men ;  and  hence  it  is,  that  the  *'  righteous 
is  more  excellent  than  his  neighbour :  Ever  fince  thou  waft 

firecious  in  njy  fight,  thou  haft  been  bonouraUe,"  If.  xliii.  4. 
a  a  word,  not  to  multiply  particulars  here,  falvation  is  in  the 
xsame  of  our  God  in  Chrift :  ^^  Our  God  js  the  God  of  falva- 
tion ;  and  unto  God  the  Lord  do  belong  the,  iffues  frpnx 
death."  And  whenever  a  poor  foul  by  faith  reads  che  name 
of  God  in  Chriit,  it  is  capable  to  read  its  own  falvation,  and 
Kg  fing,  as  If.  xii.  2.  3*.^* Behold,  God  is  my  falvation:  I  will 
ftruftj  and  not  be  afraid ;  for  the  Lord  Jehovah  is  my  fticngth 
sind  my  fong,  he  alfo  is  become  my  falvation.  And  therefore 
^vith  joy  will  I  draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation.'' 
iThus  you  fee  what  matter  of  joy  and  gloriation  there  is  in  the 
■aame  of  God  as  it  is  difplayed  in  Chriit ;  and  therefore  let  us 
K'ejoice  in  thi$  name^  and  glory  in  it  all  che  day  long. 

,  The  third  thing  in  this  ufe,  was  to  tell  you  of  the  proper 
^eafons  of  glorying  and  triumphing  in  this  name  that  our 
Emmanuel  bears.  Anfw.  We  (hould  glory  in  this  name  "  all 
the  day  long  :  While  I  have  a  being,  I  will  blefs  the  name  of 
the  Lord,"  fays  David.  "  Thanks  be  unto  God,  which  always 
•caufeth  us  to  triumph  in  Chrift."  I  will  only  inftance  two  or 
three  particular  fealons  proper  for  it. 

I.  Whenever  we  draw  near  to  God  in  any  duty  of  worftiip^ 
'wc  (hould  fet  it  before'  us,  and  glory  in  it  as  the  foundation  ot 
our  acceptance  in  his  prcfence.  When  you  go  to  prayer,  or 
praife,  or  to  read  or  hear  the  word  ;  whatever  ye  do,  either  in 
word  or  in  deed,  do  all  in  the  nnms  of  the  Lord  Jefus ;  go 
about  the  duty  glorying  in  this  name,  and  it  will  make  youi 
^nd  your  duties  accepted,  and  you  to  rejoice  to  work  righte* 

ottfnefs, 


oufncfft,  and  to  remember  the  Lord  in  His  waiys,  faying  ^tii 
Davidj  Pfal.  xliii.  4.  "  I  will  gcJ  unto  the  dlur  of  God-,^Unt6 
Ood  my  exceeding  joy.** 

2.  When  you  go  about  duty  wanting  a'framfe  j.  for  it  b  not 
your  frame,  but  his  name  that  mutt  beat  you  through  bcffoi^ 
God.  Or  when  you  have  win  to  any  thing  of  a  frame  or  en- 
largement, or  got  duty  comfortably  difchargcd,  then  id  a  pro* 
per  fcafon  for  gloryitig  in  this  natne  •,  for  the  wicked  Idgal 
heart  is  then  ready  to  Sacrifice  unto  its  own  net,  and  to  burn 
incenfe  unto  its  own  drag.  Let  us  learn  to. fay,  when  we  have 
win  19  our  higheft  frames  or  enlj;rgement8,  ** Not  untd  us,- 
not  unto  us,  but  unto  thy  name  be  the  glory  :  Not  I,  but  th^ 
grace  of  God  in  me.'* 

3.  "When  his  name  is  flighted  and  difparagcd  by  a  blind 
world  round  about  you,  then  is  a  proper  feafon  for  glorying  iii 
this  name.  When  the  daughters  of  Jerufalem  are  tittering 
thcmfelves  flightly  concerning  Chrilt,  faying,  •*  What  is  thy 
beloved  ftiore  than  another  beloved  ?"  Cant.  v.  9.  this  quiek-^ 
ens  the  fpoufe's  zeal  for  his  glory  and  honour,  and  makes  htt 
ran  out  in  his  commendation ;  and  when  (he  is  done,  ihe  Con« 
eludes  with  a  holy  boafting  of  him  whOm  they  difparaged,  fay- 
ing, **  This  is  my  beloved,  and  this  is  my  friend,  O  dau^ters 
of  Jerufalem." 

4,  When  you  are  damped  through  the  preValency  of  in* 
dwelling  fin,  then  glory  in  this  name:  fo  did  Paul,  Rom.' 
vii.  24.  he  is  crying,  **  Wretched  man  that  1  am,  who  will 
deliver  me  from  this  body  of  fin  and  death  P'  but  immediately 
he  views  the  name  of  a  reconciled  God  in  Chtift,  and  then  he 
gets  up  his  heart,  and  cries,  **  1  thank  God  through  Jcfus 
Chrift :  There  is  therefore  no>V  no  condemnation  to  them 
which  are  in  Chrift  Jefus."  And  fo  he  goes  on  triumphing  in 
this  name  through  the  whole  of  the  8th  chapter. 

5,  When  you  are  prefled  upon  by  the  temptations  and  fiery 
darts  of  Satan,  then  glory  and  rejoice  in  this  nartie ;  for  if  in 
the  nanie  of  a  God  in  Chrilt  you  fct  up  your  banner  againft 
the  dr:vi!,  he  will  fly  before  you  ;  he  is  not  able  to  hear  tell  of 
the  ff*ed  of  the  woman  that  bruifed  his  head. 

6  When  you  are  furrounded  with  the  dark  and  black  clouds 
of  defertion,  then  (liuiy  to  f;lory  and  rejoice  in  the  name  of-a 
reconciled  God  in  Chrift.  When  we  walk  in  darknefs,  and  fee 
no  light,  we  are  to  truft,  and  rejoice,  and  glory  in  the  name  of 
the  Lord,  and  ftay  ourftlves  upon  him  as  our  God  \  this  will 
fill  us  with  **  joy  unfpCHkable  and  full  of  glory  i"  and  no  won- 
der, for  when  by  faith  the  foul  reads  this  name,  it  cannot  mifs 
to  read  a  rtconciled  God  in  it. 

7.  Glory  in  this  name,  even  in  the  fact  of  death,  and  of  an 

awful 
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awful  tribunal.  Oh  Sirs  !  this  name  will  bear  you  through 
death,  for  by  it  death  is  dcftroycd,  and  the  grave  vanquiihed. 
Set  the  name  of  Chrifl  before  you,  and  Jordan  will  divide,  and 
the  way.  to  the  land  of  prpmife  will  be  patent  and  open  :'carry 
this  name  with  you  in  before  a  tribunal,  and  you  (hall  meet  a 
friend  upon  the  bench,  who  will  fay  to  you,  *'  Copie,  thou 
blefled,  and  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  thee  frpm  the 
foondation  of  the  world."  Thus  you  fee  fome  feafons  when 
we  sire  to  glory  in  this  name. 

The  fourib  thing  upon  this  ufe,  was  to  obviate  fome  ob- 
jeAions,  or  remove  fome  difficulties  that  lie  in  the  way  of  this 
duty,  of  glorying  in  the  name  of  God  as  it  is  manifefted  in 
Chrift. 

OhjeS*.  !•  You  bid  me  rejoice  and  glory  in  the  name  of  a 
God  in  Chrift ;  but  alas  !  bow  can  this  be,  for  the  name  of 
God  is  juft  n>y  terror,  **  When  I  remember  God  I  am  trou^ 
j>]ed  ?''  I  anfwer,  1  own  indeed  his  law  name,  or  his  abfolute 
name,  is  enough  to  terrify  the  ftronged  believer,  or  the  faint 
^f  the  bigheft. magnitude,  while  any  thing  either  of  the  guilt 
^r  filth  of  fin  hangs  about  him  :  but  it  is.abfolutely  impoilible 
tliat  his  name  in  Chrift  can  be  a  terror,  but  rather. a  com- 
fort unto  any  (inner  on  this  fide  of  hdl.  Can  the  name 
'•  merciful  or  gracious,"  can  the  name,  "  Lord  pardoning  ini- 
quity, the  God  of  fakation,"  be  a  terror  ?  No,  it  cannot  be. 
^o  that  when  thou  fiyeft  thou  art  troubled  at  the  remcffibrance 
>f  the  name  of  God,  it  is  plain  thou  art  reading  his  abfolute 
^ame^or  his  name  not  in  Chrift,  but  out  of  Chrift  :  and  there* 
^pre  look  a^ain  toward  his  holy  temple,  and  view  hin>  upon 
lie  mercy- feat  between  the  chcrubims,  and  thou  (halt  fee  his 
riauie  to  be,  **  ITit  confolation  of  ffrael/' 

OhjiB.  2.  How  can  I  glory  in  his  name,ibr  alas  !  I  fear  I  do 
not  know  this  name  of  a  God  in  Chrjft,,  "I  am  more.brutifli 
:han  any  man,  I  have  not  the  underftanding  of  a  man  \  I  have 
dot  learned  this  wifdom,  nor  have  J  the  knowledge -of  the  ho* 
^y  ?'*  -4^/^^.  If  this  be  jeally  the  exercife  of  thy  foul,  it  is  an 
c^vidence  ihouhaft  been  at  the  Ichpol  of  Chrift,  for  fc If  denial 
is  the  ^ft  leflbn  that  he  teaches  all  his  fcholars.  Whenever 
the  name  of  Chrift  is  revealed  unto  a  foul,  its  own  name,  its 
pwn  knowledge,  attainments,  righteoufncfs,  ftrength,  and  all 
evaiii(h»  and  go  as  clean  out  of  die  man's-fight,  as  the  twinkling 
ftars  in  the  firmament  when  the  fun  arifcs  ;  feif  hides  its  head 
when  Chrift  is  formed.  And  therefore,  if  this  fenfe  of  igno- 
rance of  the  name  of  Chrilt  be  accompanied  witli  an  earntft  de- 
(ire  and  longing  of  foul  to  be  better  acquainted  with  this  name, 
it  is  a  fign  thou  knoweft  it,  and  (halt  **  follow  on  to  know  it,**^ 
^nd  tliat  "  his  goings  forth"  to  thy  foul  (hall  be  "  prepared  as 

the 
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the  morning.''    And  therefore,  I  fay,  rejoice  and  glorj  fai 
ihis  nnme. 

ObjeB.  3.  "I  am  plaj^ucd  all  the  day  long,  and  chaftened 
^ery  morning,  deep  callefh  unto  deep"  with  me,  and  therefore 
I  cannot  rejoice  in  this  name,  for  through  continued  affliction 
*^  my  harp  is  turned  to  mourning,  and  my  organ  into  the 
Toice  of  them  that  weep/'     Anfw.  If  by  this  afflidion  the 
Lord  i<;  **  purging  away  thy  drofs,"  and  making  thee  a  parta- 
ker of  his  holinefi^/'  thou  had  reafon  to  rejoice  and  glory  in  bis 
name,  for  thefc  "  light  afflift  ions"  willfoon  be  atan«nd,and  they       - 
will «« work  for  thee  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of     — 
)dory."     Do  but  view  the  name  of  God  in  Chrift,  and  it  will  ^^ 
tighten  thy  heart  under  all  the  burdens  of  affli£lion  that  lie^^^ 
upon  thy  back,  **  They  look<rd  unto  him,  and  were  lightened.'*'™" 
Job,  when  the  waters  of  afHiflion  were  rolling  in  upon  hiofc^i 
t)n  every  hand,  he  views  this  name,  and  comforts  himfelfiS 
with  it,  being  enabled  thereby  to  fee  a  fcene  of  glory  openin^SS 
upon  the  otl^r  fide  of  death,  chap.  xtz.  25*  **1  know  that  m^^* 
Redeemer  livetli,  and  that  he  &all  (land  at  the  latter  da^^ 
fupon  the  earth,"  &c. 

Objeif,  4.  You  tell  rejoice  in  this  name,  wlien  **  reproach  iia^Bg 
fcroken  my  heart,"  my  name  is  torn,  my  reputation  funk  andV 
covered  with  calumny.  Anfw.  The  name  of  Chrift  was  co- 
hered with  calumny  when  he  was  in  this  world,  called  <^  s^^ 
blafphemer^  a  wine- bibber,  a  friend  of  publicans  and  finncrs;'^^ 
yea,  he  was  branded  with  being  in  league  with  "  Beclzcbul^^^ 
the  prince  of  devils  1"  and  can  any  thing  worfe  be  faid  of  d^j^^ 
tiame  ?  And  therefore  bear  it  patiently,  and  rejoice  :  for  a^^- 
the  name  of  Chriil  outfhined  all  the  clouds  of  calumny,  f<^^ 
fhall  thint,  if  thou  be  a  member  of  Chrift,  and  reproachec^B- 
for  well-doing:  "  If  ye  be  reproached  for  the  name  cf  Chrift^^ 
happy  are  ye  ;  for  the  Spirit  of  glory,  and  of  God  refteth  upoi^^ 
you  " 

ObjeB.  5.  I  carry  fuch  a  burden  of  fin  upon  me,  I  have 
inany  wants,  fo  many  plagues,  fo  many  maladies,  hanging^ 
about  me,  that  I  cannot  get  \x^  ray  heart.     Anfw*  Do  buf 
read  the  name  of  God  as  it  is  in  Chrift,  and  thou  (halt  titk^^ 
redrefs  of  all  grievances,  cafe  under  all  burdens,  and  healinj^ 
of  all  plagues.     Is  it  not  matter  of  joy  and  triumph  under  m^ 
fenfe  of  guilt,  that  his  name  is  "  the  Lord  pardoning  iniqui^ 
ty  ?"     Is  it  not  relief  under  burdens,  that  he  bids  you  ca(t 
your  burdens  on.  him,  and  he  will  fuftain  you .?"     is  it  not 
matter  of  joy  under  all  wants,  that ."  all  fulnefs  is  in  him"  for 
thy  fupply  )  and  ujider.all  the  plagues  of  thy  heart,  that  his 
name  is  *'  the  Lt^rd  that  healeth  thee ;  that  there  is  balm  in      |'^ 
Gilcad,.and  a  phyfician  there  r"  It  is  the  way  of  faith  to  reck- 
I  on 
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XfTi  upmi,  and  to  rejoice  in  what  the  foul  hath  in  Chrift ;  under 
deadnefsy  to  rejoice  that  its  <*  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God  ;'* 
voder  felf-emptinefs  and  poverty,  to  rejoice  in  his  '*  unfearch- 
ablc  riches ;"  under  a  fenfe  of  guilt,  to  rejoice  in  his  refurrec- 
tion  from  the  dead  as  its  difcharge  ;  under  inability  to  prayt 
*  to  rejoice  in  his  interceffion.  And  therefore,  1  fay,  learn  (lill 
to  {(lory  in  the  name  of  a  God  in  Chrift. 

Oije^»  6.  I  cannot  get  the  Lord  ferved  as  I  would  be  at 

^Hen  I  fet  about  duty,  my  wicked  heart  turns  afide  like  a  de^ 

^^tful  hw^  I.  drive  heavily  like   the   chariots  of  Pharoalu 

-^n/ti;.  Do  you  know  what  is  the  caufe  of  your  drivine  fo  hea- 

yily?     You  turn  away  your  eyes  from  tlic  name  of  G  )d  as  ic 

'^  fet  in  Chrift,  and  then  indeed  it  is  no  wonder  though  your 

^cart  turn  away  from  the  living  God.  ,  Do  but  view  this 

'^ame,  and  you  (hall  be  fet  upon  the  high  places  of  Jacob,  and 

^hy  fool  (hall,  ere  thou  art  aware,  be  made  like  the  chariots  of 

^.mminadib. 

ObjeH*  7^  I  do  not  know  if  ever  I  belipved  in  this  name, 
S1.0W  then  (hall  I  glory  and  rejoice  in  it  ?  Anfiv.  If  thou 
•'cally  never  yet  believed  in  this  name,  believe  in  it  now,  with- 
out any  longer  delay,  fot  it  is  manifefted  to  be  believed  in. 
C!^d  has  fet  forth  his  name  in  Chrift  as  an  objc-^  oi  faith  and 
^ruil  unto  all  the  world  :  and  rejoice,  Oh  fmner  I  that  thou  has 
^liis  name  to  fly  to  as  a  refuge ;  for  it  is  glad  tidings  to  men, 
^nd  the  fons  of  men,  that  God's  name  and  our  name  arc 
'tingled  together  in  our  great  Immanuel,  and  '^  they  that 
^now  this  name,  will  put  their  truft  in  it."  And  whereas  you 
^y  you  do  not  know  if  ever  you  believed  in  this  name,  I  only 
^ik  you.  Is  not  this  name  precious  to  thy  foul  ?  Well,  that  is 
^iven  as  an  evidence  and  mark  of  faith  \  for  ^^  to  you  that  be« 
'ieve,  he  is  precious."  Does  not  thou  love  him,  and  all  that 
linear  his  image  ?  This  is  another  mark  of  faith ;  for  **  faith 
^^ivorketh  by  love ;"  and  by  this  "  we  know  that  Wc  are  pafled 
^rom  death  unto  life,  becaufe  we  love  the  brethren/* 

OhfeSI.  S.  This  is  a  lowering  day,  ftorms  are  brewing,  and 

^he  clouds  are  raking  ;  God  feems  to  be  upon  his  march  with 

'^he  weapons  of  wrath  in  his  hand  ;  he  is  making  the  earth  to 

tremble  and  (hake  with  the  noifepf  wars  abro<)d,  and  divifions 

^t  home ;  and  is  this  a  time  of  rejoicing  i     Anpw*  It  is  all  true 

You  fay  ;  but  is  ther^  no  comfort  in  that  cafe,  in  the  name  of 

the  Lord  ?     Yes,  there  is.     Let  fcas  roar,  let  the  nations 

fhake,  let  heaven  and  earth  blend  into  confufion,  the  name  of 

a  God  .in  Chrift  is  the  *'  river  that  makes  glad  the  city  oj 

God ;"  and  therefore,  I  fay,  ftill  *«  let  the  children  of  Zion  he 

joyful  in  their  King,    The  Lord  iitteth  upon  ihe  floods ;  thd 

ypL-II.  Tt  Lord 
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Lord  fitteth  Kin^  for  ever ;  and  therefore  let  the  earth  rejoice^  . 
and  let  the  multitude  of  the  ifles  be  glad.*' 

ObjeS}.  9.  Jacob  is  brought  low,  the  ark  of  God  is  in  a  great 
meafure  taken,  the  hedges^  are  broken  down,  violence  is  done 
to  God's  heritage,  woltes  in  (heeps  clothing  have  got  in  to  the 
fpoiling  of  the  tender  vines  1  the  authority  of  Chrift,  and  the 
facred  liberties  of  his  crown,  trode  under  foot,  which  makes  me 
to  <'  weep,  and  hang  my  harp  upon  the  willows ;"  how  then 
fhall  I  rejoice  and  glory  in  this  name  ?     Anfw.  Indeed  thefe 
things  have  a  very  melancholy  afpe£t,  and  we  have  reafon  to 
join  trembling  with  our  mirth,  becaule  of  thefe  fins  that  have 
provoked  the  Lord  to  fmite  and  cover  the  daughter  of  Zion 
with  a  cloud.     But  yet  there  ftill  remains  ground  of  triumph    ; 
and  gloriation  in  the  name  of  a  God  in  Chrift,  becaufe  by  this    . 
name  all  Zion's  enemies  (hall  be  confounded ;  the  terror  of  it 
will  at  length  make  Zion's  proud  enemies  and  opprefibrs, 
whether  they  be  men  in  civil  or  ec(:lefia(lical  authority,  to  en« 
ter  into  the  rock,  and  to  hide  themfelves  in  the  duft,  for  fear 
of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  glory  of  his  majefty.    This  nam^ 
cuts  off  the  fpirits  of  princes,  and  is  tenible  to  the  kings  oC 
the  earth,  that  invade  or  trample  upon  his  authority.     It  i^ 
the  eternal  joy  and  comfort  of  all  the  true  children  of  Zi^n.^^ 
however  opprefled  and  borne  down,  Zion  (hall  yet  be  buil^ 
up  by  the  mighty  God,  when  he  appears  in  his  glory,  and  itr^ 
his  majefty ;  and  therefore  there  is  (till  ground  of  glorying  in^ 
}iis  n^m^. 

fiy  the  downcafting  of  Zion,  he ^9  but  making  way  for  he^ 
upbuilding ;  and  though  (he  may  be  *^  affli£led,  tofled  wittm 
tempefts,  and  not  comforted,^  yet  he  will  *^  lay  her  ftone^ 
with  fair  colours,  and  her  foundations  with  fapphires ;''  ancf 
though  all  (hould  go  to  all,  the  Lord  will  take  care  of  hit 
remnant  of  mourners,  •«  I  will  gather  them  unto  me  that  are 
forrowful  for  the  folemn  aflemblies,  to  whom  the  reproach  of 
it  is  a  burden." 

The  fifth  thing  in  this  ufc  was  to  offer  a  few  advices.  If 
you  would  rejoice  and  glory  in  the  name  of  God  as  manife(le4 
in  Chrift,  then, 

1.  Write  your  own  name  in  the  dud,  and  learn  to  be  de* 
nied  to  your  own  charader  and  reputation  in  the  world ;  for 
while  our  name  bulks  in  our  eye,  we  will  never  venture  much 
for  the  name  of  Chrift. 

2.  Get  faith  in  his  name,  and  keep  in  it  a  lively  exercife, 
and  live  by  faith  on  the  Son  of  God ;  for  we  are  "  filled  with 
joy  and  peace  in  believing.'* 

3.  Study  integrity  and  uprightnefs  in  your  heart  atid  way: 

.  Pfak 
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Pfal.  Ixir.  lo.  '<  The  righteous  (hall  be  glad  in  the  Lord,  and 
ihall  truft  in  hiqi :  and  all  the  upright  in  heart  (hall  glory." 

4,  Mourn  for  your  own  (iii$9  and  the  (inft  of  the  generation 
therein  thi»  name  is  di(honoured.  For  *^  they  that  fow  in 
tears  (hall  reap  in  joy*  Bleficd  aire  they  that  mourn^  for  they 
Ihall  be  comforted'^  in  the  name  of  a  God  in  Chrift. 

5*  Whenever  you  lofe  fight  of  this  name,  run  to  his  word 
and  ordinances  to  find  it  again,  for  there  it  (lands  regiftrate 
for  your  ufe ;  and  **  whatever  ye  do  in  word  or  in  deed,  do  all 
in  the  name  of  Chrift/'  for  the  name  of  God  is  in  him. 


£xoD.  zxiii.  2i*^^Bevjare  of  him:  provokt  him  not ^  for  my 

name  is  in  him. 

THE  SIXTH  SE&MON  ON  THIS  TEZT. 

I  GO  on  now  to  z  fourth  word  of  eihortation  from  thi$  doc* 
trine.  Seeing  it  is  fo  that  the  name  of  God  is  in  Chriftf 
Jlicn  beware  of  him ^  and  provoke  him  ni$*  This  is  an  exhortation^ 
Dr  a  caution  here  given  to  Ifrael,  in  the  .words  of  my  text,  Jtr« 
Vhtre  4flMm,  provoke  him  not :  for  he  vaUl  fiot  pardon  your  tranf" 
^ejioms  :for  my  name  is  in  him.  We  have  it  frequently  ohfer* 
¥^  in  the  hiftory  of  the  children  of  Ifrael,  to  whom  this  ad- 
vice was  immediately  given,  that  they  had  but  little  regard  to 
this  Bwfttl  caveat  given  them,  with  reference  to  the  Angel  of 
the  covenant^  Pfal.  Ixxviii.  56 — 58. ;  and  fee  how  he  refented 
it  in  the  following  verfcs.  Pfal.  cvi.  7.  23.  43.  Now,  let  us  not 
follow  the  example  of  the  wicked  IfraeUtes  in  this  matter, 
Pfal.  xcv.  8.— 1 1.  **  Harden  not  your  heart,  as  in  the  provoca- 
tion, and  as  in  the  day  of  temptation  in  the  wildemefa:  when 
your  fathers  tempted  me,  proved  me,''  even  when  they  V  faw 
my  works.  Forty  years  was  I  grieved  with  thb  generation^ 
and  faid,  It  is  a  people  that  do  err  in  their  heart,  and  they 
have  not  known  my  ways.  Unto  whom  I  fware  in  my 
wrath,  that  they  (faould  not  enter  into  my  re(t"  Iiet,  I  £ay, 
the  example  of  the  wicked  and  rebellious  IfraeUtes  be  a  bea^ 
con  uQto  us  to  avoid  the  fame  rocks  upon  which  they  were 
ruined :  let  us  be  aware  of  him,  and  be  afraid  to  provoke  him  - 
Bstfaey  did. 

Now,  that  I  may  illuftrate  and  enlarge  this  branch  of  the 
exhortation,  I  (hall  take  notice  of  fome  of  the  fins  of  Ifrael^ 
whereby  they  provoked  die  Angel  of  the  covenant  $  and  I  fear 
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that  many  of  them  ihall  be  found  in  our  own  (feirt«.   Let  CTCrf 
one  applyj  as  they  are  guilty  before  God- and  confcience. 

I.  then,  ifrael  provoked  the  angel  of  the  covenant  by  their 
ignorance  of  God,  and  of  his  mind  and  will.     "  He  gave  hf9 
llatutcfi  unto  Jacob,  and  his  tefltmonies  unto  Ifrael,  when  he 
dealt  not  fo  with  any  nation  under  heavens"   and  yet  the 
great  things  of  his  law  and  covenant  were  (Irange  things-^  to 
them,  they  did  not  apply  their  hearts  unto  wifdom;  aAd 
therefore  the  Lord  complains  of  Aemby  the  prophet,  If.  i.  3. 
**  The  ox  knoweth  his  owner,  and  the  afs  his  maftcT*s  crib: 
but  Ifrael  doth  not  know,  my  people  doth  not  confider  :'*  and 
the  prophet,  Hof.  iv.  i.  declares,  that  **  the  Lord  had  a  con- 
troverfy  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  land,  becaufe  there  was 
no  truth,  nor  mercy,  nor  knowledge  of  God  in  the  land." 
Now,^  ^I^P^  this  to  yourfelves.  .  God  has  fet^  forth  his  name 
and  glory  to  us  in  Chrift,  he  has  made  a  more  glorious  and 
bright  revelation  of  his  mind  by  the  gofpel  to  us  in  this  land, 
thin  to  many  nations  of  the  earth,  and  you  in  this  place  have 
been  in  a  particular  manner  privileged  this  way :  but,  alas  i 
**  the  light  (hineth  in  darknefs,  and  the  darknefs  comprehend— 
cth  it  not**     What  lamentable  ignorance,  even  of  the  firC*^ 
principles  of  religion,  is  to  be  found  among  man^y  ?     Aim«i 
sniong  thefe  that  have  fome  light  in  their  head,  how  few  hair  ^ 
taken  it  into  their  heart?     i  am  jealous  the  Angel  of  tl^^ 
Lord  is  provoked  by  the  ignorance  of  many  in  this  place,  aim^ 
that  he  is  faying  of  not  a  few,  "  It  is  a  people  of  no  undc^*" 
Handing;  therefore  he  that  miade  themj  will  not  have  merer ^T 
on  them." 

1.  Ifrael  provoked  the  angel  of  the  covenant  by  their  unb^" 
Hef ;  they  believed  not  in  God,  they  trufted  not  in  the  Rocr-** 
of  their  falvation.     When  Mofcs  told  them  the  mind  of  Gocr^ » 
they  did  not  give  it  credit ;  and  for  their  unbelief  their  carc^^* 
fes  were  made  to  drop  in  the  wildernefs  :  and  Heb.  iii.  y^^^ 
are  told,  that  they  could  not  enter  into  the  promifed  land  b^-  * 
caufe  of  their  unbelief.     And  when  the  prophets  came  preach^t  - 
ing  and  publifting  the  mind  and  will  of  God  unto  them,  o»  ^ 
after  another,  till  Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  every  one  of  ther^^ 
lift  up  this  melancholy  complaint  againft  them,  "  Who  hzit^ 
believed  our  report  ?  and  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  t^^ 
vealed  ?**  And  at  laft,  for  their  unbelief,  in  rcjefting  the  pro-^ 
mifed  Meffiah,  they  were  cut  ofFj  both  from  being  a  churcfi 
and  nation,  and  fcattered  through  all  the  earth,  with  a  mark 
of  the  divine  vengeance  fet  upon  them.     Oh  Sirs  1  be  aware 
of  the  Angel  of  the  covenant,  and  provoke  him  not  after  the 
fame  example  of  unbelief,  and  *^  let  us  fear,  left  a  promife  of 
reft  being  left  us,  any  of  us  (hould  feem  to  come  fiiort  of  it, 
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^8  Ifrael  did.  Alas  I  how  many  unbelievers  are  there  under 
the  drop  of  the  gofpcl  ?  How  few  have  really  received  Chrift, 
and  lifted  up  the  everlafting  doors  of  their  hearts  unto  him  ? 
Many  indeed  profefs  to  believe  in  him,  but  evidence  the  quite 
contrary  by  their  daily  walk  and  converfation.  A  lying,  fteal- 
ingy  drinking)  whoring,  (wearing  believer,  is  a  contradiction  ; 
for  we  muft  prove  and  evidence  the  reality  of  our  faith  by  our 
works :  **  Shew  me  thy  faith  by  thy  works :  Faith  without 
work  is  des^d  :^  a  bs^rren  faith  h  no  faith  at  all  ^  for  **  faith 
worketh  by  love,"  by  repentance,  by  obedience,  by  holine£iky 
and  tendernefs  in  all  •  manner  of  converfation :  it  fets  folk 
a-work  to  ^*  cleanfe  their  hands,  and  purify  their  hearts,"  to 
commence  a  war  againft  all  known  (in,* to  avoid  the  appear- 
ance of  evil,  and  "  to  have  no  fellowfhip.  with  the  unfruitful 
works  of  darknefs,  but  rather  to  reprove  them."  And  Oh 
how  few  fuch  believers  have  we  among  us  ?  Sirs,  for  the 
lord's  fake,  be  aware  of  deluding  yourfelves  with  ft  mere  iha« 
•  dow  for  the  folidity  of  faith.  You  fee  that  folks  faith  will  be 
tried  by  their  works  at  the  day  of  accounts,  Matth.  xxv.  at  the 
ciofe. 

3.  Ifrael  provoked  the  LonJ  by  their  perjury  and  treachery, 
and  breach  of  folemn  covenant.  God  had  fsparated  that 
people  from  among  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  taken  them 
^for  his  covenanted  people,  and  they  had  avouched  the  Lord 
for  their  God,  and  promifed,  under  the  folemnity  of  the  oath 
of  God,  that  they  would  do  his  commandments,  and  obferve 
his  llatutes  and  teftimonies ;  but  ^*  they  quickly  turned  afide 
like  a  deceitful  bow  *,'*  on  which  account  God  fays,  that  he 
would  fend  a  fword  among  them^  to  avenge  the  quarrel  of  his 
covenant.  Now,  let  us  apply  this  to  ourfeWes  in  the  days  of 
our  reformation.  Thefe  lands,  and  particularly  this,  entered 
into  folemn  leagues  and  covenants,  for  preferving  and  carrying 
on  a  work  of  reformation,  in  oppodrion  to  Papilts,  Prelatiils, 
£ra(tians,  Sedlarians,  and  all  malignants^  or  enemies  of  the 
work  of  reformation  under  whatever  denomination,  and  to 
adhere  to  the  do^rine,  difcipline,  wordiip,  and  government 
of  the  church  of  Chrid ;  but  alas  !  how  treacheroufly  have  we 
and  our  fathers  dealt  with. the  great  God,  with  refpeA  to  thefe 
covenant-engagements  ?  How  ihamc fully  was  the  obligation 
of  theni  refcinded  by  a6l  of  parliament ;  and  not  only  fo,  but 
difgracefully  and  ignominiouily  burnt  at  the  public  crofs  of 
the  capital  city  of  the  nation,  and  that  by  the  countenance 
of  authority?  And,  as  if  that  had  not  been  enough  in  op* 
pofition  to  the  royai  authority  of  the  Son  of  God,  our  co- 
venanted Head  and  King,  the  prerogatives  of  his  crown*  by 
z€t  of  parliament^  were  taken  from  him|  and  a  fanfu}  mortal 
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▼efted  with'  one  of  the  jewels  of  his  mediatory  crowiit  and  At* 
clared  head  in  all  caufesy  civil  and  ecclcfiaftic.     And  how  ma- 
ny finful  compliances  (with  thefe  ufurpations)  hare  there  been 
both  before  and  fince  the  revolutioni  contrary  to  theCs  foiemii 
covenant-engagements  ?    We  have  reafon  to  fear  that  God  is 
at  diia  day  upon  bis  march  to  avenge  the  quarrel^of  his  holy 
name»  that  was  foiemnly  interpofed  in  thefe  covenants  by  all 
ranks.    £zek.  xvii.*  from  ver.  12*  and  downward,  we  read 
there  of  an  oath  taken  from  the  king  of  Jndali  by  the  king  of 
Babylon,  that  he  and  all  the  land  fiiould  be  tribotaries  nnto 
lum :  Well,  though  the  oath  was  extorted,'  although  it  was 
made  to  a 'Heathen  *,  yet  becaufe  the.name  of  God  was  inter«t 
pofed,  God  avenges  the  quarrel  of  his  name  upon  Zedekiah 
for  the  breach  of  it,  as  you  fee,  ver.  1 6^«- 1 9.  &ca    How  much 
more  will  not  God  avenge  the  breach  of  that  oath,  that  was 
made  to  himfelf  as  tihe  immediate  party  by  king,  nobles,  gen- 
try, commons,  and  all  ranks  in  the. land,  efpeciaUy  when  ia« 
terpofed  for  no  other  end  but  to  maintain  the  do^rinc,  wor* 
fliip,  difcipline,  and  government  of  his  houfe,  according  to 
his  word  ?  How  little  regard  has  been  or  is  had  to  thefe  (b* 
lemn'  covenants?    JEiow  little  perfonalj  fiahaily,  chardi^  or 
ftate  reformation  doth  appear  among  us,  when  all  manner  of 
blafphemy,  error,  "profianity,  and  wickednefs  of  all  forts,  i^ 
abounding  without  any  check  ?  yea,  when  Ecclcfiaftic  judica*- 
tories  themfelves  have  been,  and  ftill  are,  afting  the  very  re« 
verfe  of  thefe  covenants,  in  violating  the  rights  and  liberties  oi 
the  Lord's  people  i    Oh  Sirs  !  wrath  from  the  Lord  is  hover<^ 
ing  over  our  heads  for  the  profanation  of  that  great  and  dread-^ 
ful  name  of  the  Lord,  in  the  matter  of  folemn  oaths  and  cove* 
nants,  both  of  a  more  public  and  of  a  more  private  kind.  The 
children  of  Ifrael  were  feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  nations, 
and  God  declares  them  to  be  <*  a  royal  priefthood,  a  peculiar 
people,  an  holy  nation,'^  and  diibharged  tliem  from  making 
any  league,  or  entering  into  any  affinity  with  thefe  abomina^ 
tions  ;  and  yet  they  went  a- whoring  after  the  idois  and  abo- 
minations of  the  nations  round  about  them,  worshipped  their 
gods,  and  learned  their  flYifal  cuftoms,  which  made  the  Lord 
to  abhor  them,  and  to  write  their  fin  upon  their  punifhment, 
by   fcattering  them  among  the   nations.     And  is  not  this 
the  cafe  with  us  ?     By  folemn  covenant  we  were  engaged  ne- 
ver to  join  with  malignants,  or  any  enemies  of  the  reformation, 
and  to  improve  our  endeavours  for  the  reformation  of  Britain 
and  Ireland  ;  but  how  are  thefe  things  obferved,  when,  con* 
trary  unto  thefe  engagements,  the  public  confent  is  given,  that 
abjured  Prelacy  and  fuperftition  IhaU  continue  in  England; 
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^nd  when  the  open  enemies  of  the  covenanted  reformation  are 
ndt-only  admitted  into  places  civil  and  military,  bat  raken  in« 
to  the  bofom  of  the  church,  and  vefted  with  the  facred  rights 
and  privileges  thereof?  There  is  a  great  pother  and  noife 
nrhen  one  difafit:£l:ed  to  the  civil  government  begins  to  mingle 
in  with  our  civil  eledtions  of  magiftrates  ;  and  there  is  good 
reafon  to  exclude  them :  but  feme  men  who  make  a  mighty 
noife  about  this,  make  little  or  no  account  of  admitting  thb 
fet  of  peopki  difaffrdtd  to  the  government  of  King  JeAiSj  to 
mingle  in  themfelves,  in  ele£lii)g  the  rulers  and  governors  of 
the  houfe  of  God.  Which,  to  me,  makes  it  plain,  th-^t  the  go- 
vernment of  an  earthly  prince  is  dearer  to  them,  than  the  go- 
vernment of  the  ^'  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth,  the  King 
of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords." 

4*  Perfecution  and  bloodflied  was  one  of  the  fins  of  Ifrael, 
whereby  they  provoked  the  Angel  of  the  covenant  to  anger. 
They  could  not  endure  the  faithful  meflengers  and  fervants  of 
God,  who  told  them  of  their  backflidings.     We  read,  that  in 
the  d^ys  of  Manafleh  the  perfecution  was  carried  that  length 
againft  God's  people,  who  adhered  to  the  true  worfhip  of 
<£od,  in  oppofition  to  the  idolatry  that  was  fett/ed  under  that 
veign,  that  the  very  ftreets  of  Jerufalem  were  made  to  run 
^with  blood  ;  and  this  was  one  of  the  fins  that  provoked  God 
to  bring  them  unto  utter  defolation,  as  you  read,  2  Chron* 
sxxvi.  15 — 17.  &c.     And  Chi  id,  in  the  days  of  his  fleih,  he 
])utd  them  in  mind  of  it,  Matth.  xxiii.  at  the  clofe,  '^  O  Jeru« 
ialemy  Jerufalem,  thou  that  killeft  the  prophets,  and  (loneft 
'them  which  are  fent  unto  thee,"  &c.     And  has  not  the  Angel 
of  the  covenant  been  provoked  after  the  fame  manner  in  this 
land  ?     How  was  this  land  defiled  with  the  blood  of  the  faith- 
ful mioifters  and  martyrs  of  Chrift,  under  fome  late  reigns 
lefore  the  revolution  ?     What  heading,  hanging,  and  quarcer* 
3ng?  what  fining,  confining,  and  banifhments,  was  carried  on 
by  a  malignant  party,  who  were  then  in  power  and  authority 
againft  all  that  owned  a  covenanted  work  of  .reformation,  or 
adventured  to  worftiip  God  after  the  manner  which  they  call- 
ed herefy^  infomuch  that  fields  and  fcafiFolds  were  made  to  reek 
with  the  blood  of  the  dear  faints  of  God  ?     And  it  is  to  be 
feared  that  the  cry  of  that  blood  is  going  up  from  under  the  altar 
to  this  day  againit  this  whole  land.     There  has  been  no  due 
methods  taken  fince  the  revolution,  either  by  civil  or  ecclcfi- 
aftic  authority,  to  purge  the  land  of  that  innocent  blood :  the 
c^iufe  for  which  the  faints  and  fervants  of  God  fulTered  in 
thefe  days^has  not  been  fairly  efpoufed  \  yea,  nien  whofe 
bands  were  dipt  in  the  defeftions,  bloodlhed,  and  perfecution, 
pf  thefe  days,  taken  into  judicatories  both  civil  and  eccle(ia(lic, 
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which  appeared  rather  to  be  a  tacit  approbation  of  .their  CSf 
than  a  condemning  of  it.  And  while  I  am  upon  this  fubjedf 
1  judge  it  not  amifs  to  put  you  in  this  city  in  remembrance  of 
the  barbarous  and  inhuman  treatment  that  that  wonhy  ferrant 
of  Chrift,  Mr  JamesGuthrie,  once  a  fliining  light  from  this  put- 
pit»  met  with  from  fome  barbarians  in  it.  1  wifli  that  no  drops 
of  his  blood  be  yet  flicking  to  any  families  or  corporations  in 
the  place. 

5.  Idolatry  and  fuperftition  was  another  of  the  fins  of  Ifrael, 
whereby  the  Angel  of  the  covenant  was  provoked  to  anger } 
they  forfook  the  true  worOiip  of  God  appointed  in  the  law 
of  MofeS)  and  fell  in  with  the  idols  of  the  nations  round  about 
them,  worihipping  the  hod  of  heaven,  ftocks  and  (tones,  the 
calves  of  Dan  and  Bethel,  for  which  God  reproved  them  by 
one  prophet  after  another,  until  (for  their  following  the  idols 
of  the  Heathens)  God  was  provoked  to  fend  them  unto  bond- 
age in  the  land  of  the  Heathens  for  the  fpace  of  feventy  years. 
We  in  thefe  lands  are  folemnly  engaged  by  covenant  and  fo* 
lemn  league,  to  cleave  to  the  true  woi(hip  of  God  appointed 
in  his  word,  in  oppofition  to  all  Popifh  idolatry  and  fupcrfti* 
tion  :  and  yet  how  much  is  the  idolatrous  mafs  conniyed  at 
both  in  England  and  Scotland  ?     Popiih  miffionaries  and  Je« 
fuits,  we  hear,  are  fwarmii  g,  and  making  profelytes  to  their 
idolatrous  worfhip,  without  any  check  from  thofe  who  have 
the  execution  of  the  laws  vjgainft  popery  in  their  hand  ;  which. 
gives  ground  to  fear,  that'l'ome  general  mai^acre  of  Proteft— • 
ants,  like  that  in  Ireland,  may  be  on  foot.     We  had  need  tc^ 
be  upon  our  guard  againft  men,  whofe  avowed  principle  is-^ 
That  there  is  no  faith  to  be  kept  with.  Proteftants.     And  a^ 
for  fuperftitious  worfliip,  or  ceremonies  of  men's  invention  ir::==^ 
the  worihip  of  God,  it  is  well  known  bow,  contrary  to  folemr":^ 
covenants,  it  is  pradifed  under  the  proted^ion  of  law,  and  th^^ 
fucceiTors  to  the  crown  obliged  by  law  to  follow  and  pra&if(^ 
it,  and  this  law  homologate  by  all  forts  of  perfons  almofl,  an(^ 
that  with  the  folemnity  of  the  oath  of  God.     How  unlik^^ 
thv'fe  things  look  10  our  reformation  laws  and  covenant,  i^ 
eafy  to  judge.     It  is  much  to  be  feared  the  Angel  of  the  cove-^- 
nant  is  faying  at  thi^  day,  *'  How  fhall  I  pardon  you  for  thef(^ 
tilings  ?*' 

6.  Ifrael  provoked  the  Angel  of  the  covenant  by  luxury  an^M 
intemperance,  which  was  followed  with  revellings  and  whorc-^-* 
doms.     We  are  told  that  they  did  **  cat  and  drink,  and  rofc- 
up  to  play  \  and  they  were  like  fed  horfes,  every  one  neighing 
alter  his  neigiibcur's  wife.     Jefhurun,"  when  God  fed  hinft 
With  the  fincit  of  the  wheat,  he  "waxed  fat,  and  kicked; 
and  forgot  God  that  made  hiir.,  and  lightly  eflecn\ed  the  Rock 
2  of 
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of  hii  fidvatioii/'  Sirs^  God  has  for  many  years  toffcther  opened 
hit  g^nary,  aTi4  g^^ep  us  plenty  of  bread,  made  toe  hearais  to 
hear  the  earth,  tjbe  earth  to  hear  ttie  corn,  wine,  and  oil ;  but 
IiQW  are  tfaefe  mercie9  of  God  abufed  by  many  ?  efpecially  by 
tibefe  that  have  them  in  the  greateil  plenty  r    Are  they  not 
ufed  to  ferre  and  fatisfy  mens  lufts,  and  as  weapons  whereby 
they  fight  4igainft  God,  inftead  of  binding  and  engaging  them 
to  his  fervicc  ?    Witnefs  the  public  balls  and  emsminate  af« 
femUies  that  are  fo  frequent,  where  there  is  nothing  but  eat- 
ing and  drinking,  dancing  and  revelling,  which  are  commonly 
amended  with  whoredom  of  all  forts.    By  fuch  excefliye  ufe 
of  the  good  creatures  of  God,   men  a&  rather  as  beafts 
than  reaionable  creatures ;  and  therefore  no  wonder  God  give 
them  over  unto  all  manner  of  beaftly  lufts,  and  then  do  with 
them  as  men  do  with  beafts,  feed  them  in  a  large  place,  until 
the  day  of  ilaughter.     And  indeed  it  looks  as  if  the  day  of 
flaughter  wereiaft  approaching,  when  men,  through  intempe* 
rate  drinking  and  night- revelling,  are  beginning  to  (heath 
their  fwords  in  one  another's  bowels.     A  melancholy  ^nd  re- 
cent inftance  of  which  we  have  had  this  week  bygone,  upon 
the  occaGon  of  the  Iblemdity«    I  (hall  not  take  upon  me  to 
fpeak  of  the  parties  that  have  got  up  among  us,  nor  determine 
who  were  in  the  right  or  wrong  in  that  night's  fquabble ;  only 
i  may  fay  thus  far,  unfeafonable  and  exceiCve  drinking  and 
caballing,  and  night  revellings,  has  been  the  occafion  of  it. 
Had  folk  gone  home  feafonably  to  wor(hip  God  in  their  fiimi** 
lies,  and  parted  decently  in  due  time,  the.confufion  that  haa 
been  in  the  cijty  had  beenr  happily  prevented.    What  a  fore 
matter  is  it,  that  Stirling,  through  their  unnatural  heats  and 
contentions,  is  become  the  obloquy  and  reproach  of  the  whole 
nation  ?  men  come  that  length  in  their  debates  and  conten* 
tionsy  as  to  embrue  their  hands  in  one  anotbet*s  bloody  yea^ 
neareft  relations  thirfting  after  one  another's  blood.    '<  Tell 
It  not  in  Gath,  publiih  it  not  in  the  ftreets  of  Aikclon,'*  that 
fuch  things  are  done  in  the  midil  of  us.     I  conclude  this  head 
by  reading  you  two  fcriptures ;  the  (irft  of  them  has  been  fuU 
fiUed  this  laft  week,  and  (he  other  I  fear  (hall  be  accomplUhed, 
if  men  hold  on  the  courfe  they  arc  in.    The  6rft  fcripture» 
which  I  (ay  hasbeenfulfiiledliteraily,  is  that,Proy.  xxiii<  39*  30. 
"Who  hath  wo  i  who  hath  forrow  ?  who  hath  contentions  i 
who  hath  babling  ?  who  hath  wounds  without  caufe  ?  wh6 
hath  rednefs  of  eyes  i    They  that  tarry  long  at  the  wine,  they 
that  go  to  feek  mixt  wine."     And  therefore  take  the  caveaf 
and  advice  that  follows  in  the  two  next  verfes,  ver.  31.  3^. 
"  Look  not  thou  upon  the  wine  when  it  is  red,''  &c.     Ano- 
ther fcripture,  which  is  yet  to  he  accompliihed  as  to  the  mina* 
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tor?  ^vft  efUy  you  Myc»  IflxxH.^i^t— 14^  ^  And  in  •dkat  Axf 
dM  the  Lord  God  of  hoifo  call  to  lfiF«eplnif,  m^  to  mcMiniiti^, 
and  to  bakliiefsi  and  to  gMirig  w)th  facbcloth:  and  b«}ield| 
J07  and  jrh^nefs,  flayisg  oxen,  and  kiMing  flieep,  eatin((  fleOk^ 
and  drinking  wine  ^  tet  as  eat  and  drtnb^  for  to-morrow  ipe 
ihatl  die.  And  it' was- revealed  hi  fiAnt  eara  b^  the  Lord  of 
lK>ft3,  Surety  this  intqntty  fhal)  not  be  purged  mm  yon,  till 
ye  die,  feUh  the  Lord  Grod  of  hoA».'^  I  wifii  the  gulht  may 
take  warning  In  time,  leaft  i^nother  fort  of  alarm  be  found- 
ed". 

7.  Swearing,  or  a'horwd  profartatlon-of  the  name  of  God, 
W3S  one  of  the  fins  of  Ifrael :  ^^Becaufe  of  fwearing,  the  land 
mournetH,''  feys  the  prophet,  Hof.  iv-  And  hare  rtot  we  m 
this  land  provoked  him,  and  arc  da9y  provoking  him  by  the 
ftrtfie'  iniquity  ?  •  What'a  needlefs  multJpBcity  of  oaths  is  there 
both  in  the  afFatrs  of  government  and  trade  ?  What  vnlsnr- 
ful^  dubioiis,  and  contradtSory  oaths  baiVerbeen  Impofed  and 
f^irorn  ?  Ho>v  are  the  eonfciences  of  miiny  debauched  by  a 
continual  fwearfng  of  cuftom-houfe  oaths  ?  And  how  \i  the 
holy  name  of  God  profaiied  by  a  cuftomary  XT^caring  by  the 
name  of  the  great  God,  or  by  their  f;^th,*tonfcience,  and 
Chriftiani*y?  An<l  how  Httte  regard  Is  ftewed  to  fblemn 
oaths  by  fome  fort  of  men,  who,  ^  get  themfelves  into  places 
of  truft  and  preferment,  will  abiure  a  Popilh  Pretender,  with 
a  defign  tp  advance  his  intcrcft  ?  Bow  many  are  there  thaf 
come  under  per fonal  vows,  congregational  vows,  city  vows,  and 
yet  aft  the  very  rtverfe  of  what  they  have  vowed  and  fwora 
by  the  name  of  the  great  God  ?  Let  fuch  remember  that  aw- 
ful woird,  "  Thou  (halt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy 
God  in  vain :  for  the  Lord  vrill  not  hoW  him  guHtlefs  that  ta  -* 
kcth  his  name  in  vain."  I  fear  it  may  be  faid  of  us  at  this  day^ 
as  of  Ifrael, "  Becaufe  of  f wearing  the  land  moumeth." 

8.  Ifrael  provoked  God  by  murmuring  and  repining  againi^ 
the  condttft  of  divine  providence.     Whenever  things  wer^^ 
carried  crofs  to  their  inclination,  or  when  reduced  unto  any^ 
pinch  and  want,  prefently  they  flew  in  the  face  of  Heaven,  anfc^:^ 
charged  God  foolifhly.     Can  God  do  this  or  that  ?  ««  Can  bc^ 
cover  a  table  in  the  wiidernefs  V*    And  fo  they  provoked  tb^ 
liord  to  anger,  and  kindkd  the  fire  of  his  jealoufy  againH^ 
them.     And  is  not  this  ;ilfo  our  Cn  iii  this,  land  ?  God  has  foi^ 
a  long  time  bladed  the  public  enterprifes  of  the  nation  5  h^ 
had.blafted  the  trade,  and  written  difappoiutment  on  many  o^ 
our  imdcrtakings ;  he  has  been  making  various  rods  to  naf^ 
through  among  us,  whereby  particular  perfons  and  families 
have  been  touched  to  the  quick.  And  what  murmuring  is  there 
^sgaiinft  the  hand  of  God  in  tliiefc  thing?  ?    How  little  fruit  is 

there 
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^^re,of  rodsi  whether  puUv<^  peiiional  i  So:  that  Gbdcnay 
Ajf  »f  JU9|  as  h(  ]di4  of  IfimeU  ^*  Iliavc  ftricken  chem,  but  they 
have  not  grieved ;  I  have  confumcd  them,  but  thejrbiive  tt- 
i«ifad  tio  xeceivc  corre^bion  :J;hcy  h«?c  miidethdrfa^i^i  harder 
than  a  rock,  and  have  refufed  to  return." 

9*  Ifrael  pvevoked^he- Lord  hy  grodhypccriff  and  diflimu- 
lation.  *<  When  be  ilew  theni,  chen  .the|r  fou^t  him  :  they 
reaijMfnbffrat  diatd&od  wr$  their  Rock,  and  thehig;hODd  their 
Xtede#siier«*.  Narcrtbilefsi  thty  lied  nuito  him  with  their  iips/' 
&c.  And  has  not  this  been  our  way  with  God  i  HaW  -often 
hate.  WiP  pfOfeflbd  to  faft  and  nioitrq,  to  rcferni  and  emsend, 
the  evil  of  our  ways,  and  yet  all  our  pretiehded  goodncfs  has 
been  ^^Jike  jtfas  doaningdOHid,  aod. early  dsir,  which ibflFn.paiT- 
ca  away  f"  Haye  we  notqtiicklyi  Rfterjmifeflioiis  of  iiunnaliaw 
tion,  '*  returned  with  the  dog  to  the  vomit,  and  the  fow  that 
fimmdta  ie  walhedi  td  wallow  in  thfe  mire  V"  He  that  it^Uhy 
ffiiliiRa  filthy  ftUL;  the  dcunkard  iUU  ftiUows  his  cupa,  the 
/Wc«rer  hii  Mth$|.the  treacherouf  dealer  Dull  continues  to  d^ 
treacherottfly.  •, '.  -.. 

^efl.  I.  What  is  the  extent  of  that  awful  certification  in 
the  text,  **  He  will  not  pardon  your  tranfgreflions  ?" 

Anfw,  I .  He  will  not  pardon  the  finally  unbelieving  and  im- 

Senitent ;  he  will  purfue  an  eternal  controverfy  with  them  in 
elL 
2*  He  will  pardon  no  man  without  a  fatisfaflion  to  his  juf* 
tice,  ^  by  no  meani  clear  the  guHty,"  unlfcfshis  guilt  lie  wafli- 
«d  away  in  the  blood  of  the  Surety. 

3.  He  will  not  pardon  the  fins  of  his  ow;a  children  without 
thaftening  them  for  their  iniquities ;  he  will  indeed  pardon 
their  iniquities,  but  he  will  *^  take  vengeance  on  their  inven- 
ikms.  You  only  have  I  known  of  all  'the  famili«it  of  fbe 
earth;  therefore  will  I  punifh  you  for  all  your  itiiquities>"  Pfal. 
kzcix.  31.  32«  &c«  ^       '; 

4.  When  a  ^rofei&ag  people,  who  have  fitteti  long  undelr  fh^ 
drop  of  the  ^ofpeT,  having  finned  away  the  day  of  gface^he'#ifl 
not  pardon  their  tranfgreffions,  th^ngh  Noah,  Daffi^l,  and  h>h 
ftood  heforc  hicn  -j  they  may  indeed  fave  their  owh  four's,  but 
yet  God's  heart  cannot  be  to«^ard6  tbtiit  pec^e. 

^jii/l.  a.  When  is  it  chat  it  is  cotfte  to 'this  pafs  wfth  aland 
or  cburchi  that  the  Angel  of  the  "covenant  will  not  pardon 
them,  but  is  faying,  as  he  did  to  Ifrael,  Jef.  ^.  29,  «*  Shall  £ 
not  vifit  for  thcfe  things  i  faith  the  Lord  :  ihall  not  my  fonl 
he  avenged  on  fuch  a  nation  as  this  ?'*  I  (hall  not  pretend  to 
give  pofitive  marks ;  but  1  will  tell  you  fome  things  that  look 
very  like  it>  and  yoa  will  find  them  in  the  chapter  laft  cited, 
Jcr.  v.  ' 

I.  Wher> 
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'^  f  •  When  the  number  of  faithful  minifters  and  Chnftian^i^ 
greatly  decreafed :  when  thejr  that  are  raliant  for  the  triithave 
ttiin  fown,  as  in  ver.  i.  &c.  » 

>  i.  When  fin  is  become  univerfal^  as  rer.  4.  5.  7.  all  raidu 
corrupting  their  ways. 

3.  When  folk  are  turned  refolute  in  fiii,  as  ver.  3. 

4.  When  folk  turn  impudent  in  fin),  as  in  Ter.  3.   '    *' 

•5.  When  trials  and  other  means  do  nbt  reclaim,  rer.  3. 
'f  Stricken,  but  not  grieved,"  &c. :  when. the  word  does  no 
good,  Heb.  vi.  8. 

.6.  When  the  fins  of  a  people  m  greatly  multiplied,  afs  ver.  6. 
Jer.  XXX.  14*  15.  Hof.  ir.  1—3. 

'    7*  When  folk  turn  fecure,  and  ftupid  in  a  way  of  fin,  pro- 
mifing  themfehret  impunity,  as  ter.  12.  rj.  fo  If.  xxviii.  14. 

.^uefi.  3.  What  is  to  be  done  in  order;  .to  prevent  matters 
con\ing.  to  that  pafs>  )that  the  An^ek^  -will  not  pardon  i^ 
Anfw,  Take  oare  to-  obey  his  voice;  ^  But  this  leads  toanothdr 
exhortationi  which  I  muft  refer  to  another  occafion. 


Eacop.  xxiii.  2I.~0%  hu  voice  :for  my  name  is  inhim^ 

'    THE  SEVENTH  SERMON    ON  THIS  TEXT.  _ 

AFifih  exhortation  I.oiFer  from  the  doArine  is  this  t  Set---' 
ingjt  is  fo.  that  the  name  of  the  great  God  is  in  Chriftes:?: 
the  great  Angel  of  the  covenant ;  then  follow  the  advice  give^^ 
l>ere  ;  j[ee  that  ye  ebey  his  voice.     You  fee  in  the  context,  th^^ 
verfe  immiiidiately  following,  ..that  the  voice  of  the  Angel  i^ 
the  very  fame  with  the  voice  of  his  eternal  Father,  ver.  2a«-«- 
.*^  If  thou  (halt  indeed  obey  his,  voice,  and  do  all  that  I  fpeak  ^ 
then  I  will  be  an  enemy  un^o  thine  enemies,"  &c.    The  thre^^ 
that  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Spi— ^ 
xit,  are  one  God,  the  fame  in  fubftance,  equal  in  power  ancS^ 
glory ;  and  therefore,  when  one  of  the  witnefics  in  heavei^ 
fpeak,  a  vtfhole  Trinity  fpeaks.    The  reafon  here  given,  why 
we  ihould  obey  the  voice  of  Chrift,  is,  Becaufe  my  name  is  im 
him.    Says  God  the  Father,  I  ^m  in  him,  and  therefore  (Aey 
Ins  voice.    Hence  Chrift,  when  here  upon  earth,  in  a  ftate  of 
humiliation,  tells  the  fons  of  men,  ^/  He  that  heareth  me, 
I  heareth 
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)ieafeth  him  that  fent  me ;  and  he  that  defpifeth  me,  defpireth 
him  that  fent- me."  And  therefore  I  exhort  you,  Sirs,  who 
are  before  me,  to  Tee  that  ye  obey  the  voice  of  Chrift,  the  great 
Angel  or  Apoflle  of  the  New  Teftament  church.  Three  fe- 
raral  times  was  this  charge  repeated  by  a  folemn  proclamation 
from  b^v^,  while  Chrill  was  here  upon  earth,  **  This  is  my 
beloved  Soji'^  in  Wliom  I  am  well  pleafed  \  hear  ye  him."  And 
fee  an  awful  charjge  given  to  the  lame  purpofe  by  the  apoftle^ 
Heb.  xii.  as-  'VSiee  l4iat  ye  refufe  not  him  that  fpeaketh:  for 
if  they  efcaped  not  who  refufed  him  that  fpake  on'  earth,  much 
more  (faalltiot  we  efcape,  if  we  turii  away  from  him  that  fpeak- 
eth from  heaven."  - 

But  that  I  ntay  ^lilarge  this  exhbrtr.tion,  I  (hall  endeavour, 

I.  To  inquire  what  we  are  to  underltand  by  the  voice  oi 
Chrift.      '   ■   , 

a«' Inquire  more  paiticulary  what  his  voice  and  language  is 
CO  the  yitftax,  generation. 

3.  -What' it  is  to  obey  his  voice. 

4>;Ofier  fome  conliderations  to  excite  and  quicken  Cnners 
to*  dbej  bis  voice. 

*5«'  Offer  fom^  charaAers  of  thefe  that  are  obedient  to'  his 
voice. 
-  6'«  Conclude  with  fome  advices  how  his  voice  is  to  be  obey- 

^r    ".  ,    ■.'•'.'•   •*.'■/ 

'^ueft.  i.  What. is  the  voice  of  Chrift j  which  we  are  rcqui- 

irefl^toliearand  obey  ? 

'''TtHjw.  Fdr  clearing  dJF  this  you  wbiild  know,  that  we  arc 
not  toexpef^  to  hear  the  voice  of  Chrift  in  that  manner  that 
Ifraet  heard  it  at  the  delivery  of  the  law  upon  mount  Sinai, 
■>•  wliicfa  voice  uhey -that  heard  it,  intreated  that- the  word 
IhoWtd  not  tKf  fpoket  to  them  any  more  :  for  they  could  not 
cinldure  thixt  which  li^s  commanded ;''  yea,'  Mofes  himfelf  was 
■nftde  to  bwn,  **  Itoceedingly  fear  and  quakeV'  Hcb.  xii,  18. 
lo.  2o.'iLi.  Neither  are  we  to  think  of  bearing  the  voice  of 
C^htfft  in  a  way  of  immediate  revelation,  as  the  prophets  un- 
der the  Old  Teftament,  and  apoftles  under  the  New,  to  whom 
lie  fppke  "  at  fundry  titnesj  and  in  divers  manners,"  by  dreams 
and  vifions.  1  do  not  think  indeed  that  the  Lord  has  fo  li- 
anited  his  adorable  fovereignty,  but  that  he  may  notify  his 
mind,  as  to  fome  particular  events  of  providence,  to  whom, 
and  after  what  manner  he  pleafes. '   But  although  thefe  thingis 

ttiay  be  premonitions  and  warnings,  yet  they  are  not  the 
groundfr  of  our  faith,  that  being  laid  in  the  "  more  fure  word 
of  prophecy,  to  which  we  do  well  to  take  heed,  as  unto  a 
light  fhining  in  a  dark  place."  Neither  muft  we  think  of 
hearing  his  voice  in  an  oral  and  perfonal  way,  as  the  difciples 

and 
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and  others  heard  hlaii  when  he  was  perfoaaUf  htx€  upafi 
earth  i  Q0|  ''  tiie  heaveAa  are  to  coutain  lim^  HOtil^dic  timfc 
cf  the  xeftitution  qF  all  things."  N<0W|  when  he  is  «f  on  the 
throne  of  glovy  and  majefty  at  the  right  hand- of  God|  he 
ipeaks  not  iu  an  immediatei  but  in  a  mediate  way^  hj  his  1m>» 
raids  and  ambafl'adors.  Hence  Jpha  fiaptift  is.<^k4  .*'  the 
voice  of  one  ciyix^  in  the  wilder neis-f*  a  Cor*  Tr.M.  <'.-New 
then  we  ar<c  amtaiTadors  for  Chrift,  as  thougfi  <Sod  did  be- 
feech  yqa  by  us ;  wc  pray  you  in  Chciiftfs  fi,«ad,.by  ye.roMi* 
ciied  to  God.*'  -  ;  .;.,-:>•..... 

But  more  dire^lly  for  an  aofwer  to  the  queftiont  !yo«  wohU 
know  that  the  voice  of  Chri(t|  or  of  God  in  bios,  il  jBonvefed 
to  the  duidrqn  of  men  two.  w^ys,  either  by  hit  ptoviid^we;  or 
by  his  word.  .;,.  ..       ..    . 

1.  By  his  providential  difpenfationS)  whether  of  mercf.orof 
judgement*    There  is  not  a  n»ejrcy.jtb»t  thie  haiidiof.PiDTi- 
dence  reaches  to  thee,  O  man,  whe^h^  it  br  prormtaiigfMlv 
cy,  providing  mercy,  fparing,  or  deli^eriQg  mci^yj  but  the  ?oice 
of  ic  is  there.  .  **  J^noweit . thou-no^i  0  «wiji«  tJMt.ihC'gOpd* 
ncfs  of  God  leadeth  thee  to  repentance?"  Rojn.ii.4.    ^^ 
how.fweet  are  they  ti»t  tai^e  up,  or  enJC'^er  tbtSTOicft  of  QoA% 
or  are  led  to  repentance  by  his  bounty  and  liberality  to  ifarml 
The  n^ore  liberal  that  God  is  to  many  foJk$  in  d[is.g^ftffatioo, 
the  more  they  do  kick  againft  God,  like  Jefliurun.     But  kt 
fuch  remember  that  awful  caveat  which  yo«eWiU  fiQfdift  tibe 
place  lad  cited,  that  by  the  abufe  of  divine  mecoy,  and  iidpc- 
iiitence  under  it,  thou  art  ^^  treaiuring  up  utkto  thyfelf .iHWth 
againft  the  day  of  wrath^  and  revelation  of  the  t\^%tm 
judgement  of  God."     But  then  the  voice  of  Cod  is  oonvcjtd 
not  only  in  his  favourable,  but  iq  his  frowning  difpenfalipn^ 
There  is  not  a  rod  or  JAidgeo^ent  fent  upon  a  p^rfon,  a  hnA^i 
a  city,  or  land,  but  -the  Lord's  voice  iS:  Uief  e  :  J^ic.  jvi.  9*' ''  '£be 
Lord's  voice  crieth  unto  the  city,  and  the  man  of  wifdom  (bAU 
fee  thy.  name  :  hea^  ye  the  rod^  and  who  hath  appoint^  .it*** 
And  by  this  voice  of  judgetpent  the  Lord  feems  to  bi  jstyiflS 
unto  this  city,  and  to  all  ranks  in  it,  at  this  day.  He  has  cried 
long  XQr  it  by  the  voice  of  his  fervants^rifing  up  early  and 
fending  them  \  but  this  voice  of  God  has  not  been  regarded  bf 
the  generality,  who  have  (topped  the  ear,  and  pulled  away  the 
ihoulder ;  and  therefore  now  he  is  beginning  to  fpeak  after  ano- 
ther manner,  even  by  the  voice  of  his  awful  judgements,  and 
wrath-like  difpenfations.  Oh  that,  "  when  his  judgements  aie 
in  the  earth,  the  inhabitants  of  the  world,"  and  the  inhabitaatft 
of  this  city,  ^^may  learn  righteoufnefs." 

2.  The  voice  of  Chrilt,  and  of  God  in  him,  is  conveyed  in 
Lis  word  either  read  or  preached*     And  here  again  his  voice  is 

various. 
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rariook.  For  inftatice,  there  is  the  ftil!  ahJ  calm  roice  of  the 
p>{fAj  where,  like  a  •*  charmer,  he  charms  never  fo  wifely.** 
hlit  then  fkerets  the  thundering  voice  of  the  law,  HRiing  forth 
FnM  mount  Smai,  makmg  the  guilty  confcience  of  the  tmtcr^ 
lft€  the  wildeniefi,  to  c(uake. 

1^  In  the  law  we  may  hear  fometimes  his  commanding 
rofcei  reqntring  dnty^  ^*  (hewinp^  us  what  h  good,  and  what 
the  Lord  onip  God  rcquireth  of  u^.**  There  is  his  forbidding 
Iroice*  *'  Oh  do  not  this  abominable  thing  that  my  (bul 
hates.''  M>*tT  of  ^he  eemmamh  of  the  moral  law  are  uttered 
in  s  way  of  prohibition,  difcbargin^  and  inhibiting:  us  from 
thi^  wi  thsK,  and  the  other  (in.  There  we  (hall  Iwar  bis 
warning  and  threatening  voice,  telling  Gnners  what  will  be  tho 
iffiie,  if  they  adventure  upon  fin,  which  ts  a  tranfgreffion  of 
the  drrine-  law.  There  he  warns  finnert,  that  however  fwect 
Acir  fin-morftb  maj  be  under  their  tongue,  yet  they  will  be 
twraed  into  btttemels  in  their  belly,  and  bite  Hke  a  ferpent, 
and  fttng  Tike  an  adder,  that  the  curfc  of  God  wiH  follow  it, 
mA  purfue  the  finner  to  the  loweft  hell.  There  we  have  hb 
repfoving  voice,  rebuking  finncrswhen'they  have  turned  away 
mm  the  duty,  enjoined  in  the  law.  "  I  will  fharply  reprove 
ihee,  and  fct  thme  Iniquities  in  order  before  thine  eyes.** 
And  Oh  but  his  rebukes  are  awful,  and  full  of  majefty,  whe- 
flicr  m  his  word  or  providence.  "  We  periffi  (fays  the 
church),  at  the  rebuke  of  thy  countenance.*  Here  wef^ave 
this  ftrearing  voice,  for  the  fupport  of  his  veracity,  engaged 
ift  the  penalty  of  bis  law  againft  rebellious  and  obfthiate  fm- 
DCTS,  Pfal.  xcv.  weare  told  that  God  did  **  fwcar  in  his  wrath, 
that  the  rebellious  Iftaelices  (houM  not  enter  into  his  reft  :^ 
and  If.  xxii.  14.  <^  As  I  live,  faith  the  Lord  God  of  hods,  your 
immnty  ftaQ  not  be  purged  from  you,  till  ye  die.'*  And,  laftly, 
we  Aave  his'fentcncing  and  finally  condemning  voice ;  he  has 
told'  tts  what  is  to  be  the.  doom  of  the  ungodly  woxM  at  the 
laft  day,  Matth.  xxv.  41.  "  Depart  from  me,  ye  curfed,  into 
cverhfting  fire,  prepared  for  the  devil  and  his  angeb.'* 

%diyi  His  voice,  I  was  faying,  is  to  be  beard  in  the  gofpel  as 
Well  as  in  the  law.  And  here  we  have  a  diverfity  of  joyful 
fimnds  that  it  makes  in  the  ears  of  (inners. 

Hiere  we  have  his  teaching  voice.  Every  doSrine  of  the 
wofptl  is  a  lefibn,  by-  which  he  would  let  finners  into  the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  of  his  mind  and  will,  as  to  the  wav 
of  faivation  through  himfelf.  And  here  his  voice  is  meek 
•nd  lowly ;  and  how  fond  is  he  to  open  the  deep  things  of 
God  to  us  ?  "Come  hither,  yz  children,  and  I  will  teach  you 
the  fear  of  the  Lord."  See  how  he,  as  it  were,  infinuates  him- 
felf 
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felf  upon  finnerSf  commending  his  iaftru^ipiD$  to  .them»  ^IiqVa 
Yiii  6.— lo. 

In  the  go%el  we  have  not  only  his  teaching  hul  hts-pm* 
miGng  voice.  He  begins  after  the.  fall  with  t^e  Toic^  of  pvo- 
mife.  Gen.  iii.  i  j.  <<  The  feed  of  the  WQinan  ftaU  bnii(e  tbie 
head  of  the  lerpent }"  and  with  this  voice  he  f|>o>ke  to  Abta^m, 
^'  In  thjr  feed  (hall  all  the  nations  of  the  cartl^  be  Uetfed/ 
Thefe  two  promifcs  are  opened  and  muttiplied  in  a  vaft  va- 
riety of  other  promifes  through  the  word  to  the  very  end  of  the* 
Revelation,  where  the  canon  of  the  fcripture  is  (hut  vp.  And 
he  delights  much  in  uttering  this  voice,  becaufe  it  is  |hc  im« 
mediate  ground  of  faith,  his  faithfuine(^  and  mercy. being  en- 
gaged therein. 

In  the  gofpel  we  have  his  eounfelling  voice,  as  to  Laodicean 
Rev.  iii.  i8»  ^*  I  counfel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold  tried  in  tbe 
fire,^  &c«  Here  we  have  his  calling^and  inviting  ypice»  tttter* 
ed  as  it  were  by  the  found  of  a  trumpet  from  the  high  places 
of  the  city  of  God,  Prov.  viii.  *<  Wifdom  crieth  on  the  tops 
of  the  high  places,  and  chief  places  of  concpurfe :  Unto  yo«» 
O  men,  do  I  call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the  fons  of  men.*'  That 
none  may  pretend  ignorance,  he  orders  his  fervants'  to  *'  ga 
out  to  the  ftreets  and  broad  ways,"  crying,  asJf.  Iv*  i.  /*  £fo, 
every  one  that  thirfteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that 
hath  no  i;noney,  let  him  come ;  come,  buy  wine  and  milk,  with* 
out  money  aiid  without  price.'* 

We  have  his  expoftulating  voice  fometimes-  in  the  gofpel: 
Oh!  **  whexefore  do  ye  fpend  your  money  for  that  which  is  not 
bread  ?  and  your  labour  for  that  which  profits  not  ?  O  m; 
people,  what  have  I  done  unto  thee,  and  wherein  have  I  wearied 
thee?  teftify  againlt  me."  His  bcfccching  and  intreating  voice: 
•*  We  befeech  you,  brethren,  by  the  mercies  of  God,  that  yc 
prefent  your  bodies  a  living  facrince,  holy,  acceptable  unto  Goid, 
which  is  your  reafonable  fervice.  We  pray  you  in  Chrift's  (lead, 
be  ye  reconciled  to  God." 

Sometimes  we  may  hear  his  arguing  and  reafoning  voice : 
he  is  willing  to  difpute  the  matter  with  (inners,  and  to  let 
them  fee  what  a  bad  cai^tfe  they  have  by  the  hand,  and  how 
advantageous  it  will  be  unto  them  to  comply  with  his  invita^ 
tions  and  offers :  If.  i*  i  8.  **  Come  now,  and  let  us  reafon  to- 
gether, faith  the  Lord  :  though  your  fms  be  as  fcarlet,  they 
diall  be  as  white  as  fnow  ;  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon, 
they  (hall  be  as  wool."     He  challenges  them  to  a  difpute,  \L 
xli.  21.  ^'  Produce  your  caufe,  faith  the  Lord;  bring  forth 
your  ftrong  reafons,  faith  the  King  of  Jacob."    Sometimes 
we  find  him  entering  into  a  difpute  with  himfelf,  as  if  he  were 
at  a  ftand  whether  to  let  juftice  or  mercy  take  place,  toward 

xhr. 
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ibt  obftinate  finner:  Hof.  xi.  8.  <'How  (h-ill  I  give  thee  up, 
Ephraim  ?  how  (hall  I  deliver  thee,  Ifracl,  ?  how  (hall  I  make 
thee  as  Admah  ?  how  (hall  I  fct  thee  as  Zeboim  ?  my  bowels 
arc  turned  within  me,  my  rcpentings  arc  kindled  together." 
Sometimes  we  (hall  hear  his  lamenting  voice,  as  if  he  were 
wringing  his  hands,  and  weeping  over  the  folly  and  obftinacy 
of  finners:  Luke  xix,  41.  42.  "  When  he  beheld  thi  city,  he 
wept  over  it,  (aying.  Oh  that  thou  hadft  known,  even  thou, 
in  this  thy  day^  the  things  which  belong  unto  thy  peace  !" 

Sometimes  we  hear  his  triumphing  and  rejoicing  voice,  when 
a  prodigal  finner  is  brought  home.  There  is  joy  in  heaven  at 
the  converfion  of  a  finner :  <^  Let  us  make  merry  (faith  the  fa- 
ther of  the  prodigal) ;  for  this  my  fon  was  dead,  and  is  alive 
again ;  he  was  loft,  and  is  found," 

Thus  I  have  given  you  fome  account  of  the  voice  of  the 
Angel  of  the  covenant,  that  has  the  name  of  God  in  him,  both 
from  the  law  and  from  the  gofpel.  Sometimes  he  (lands  on 
mount  Gerizim,  and  fometimes  on  mount  £bal ;  fometimes  he 
ftands  on  mount  Zion,  and  fometimes  on  mount  binai ;  he 
turns  £rom  the  one  to  the  other,  juft  as  he  finds  the  cafe  of 
the  finner  requires  it.  But  the  defign  of  his  voice,  both  in  law 
and  gofpel,  is  to  perfuade  finners  to  give  him  the  hearing  ol 
faith,  that  their  fouls  may  live  :  and  when  nothing  will  do, 
then'he  is  provoked  to  fay,  as  he  did  to  the  old  world,  ^  My 
Spirit  (ball  no  more  ftrive  with  men  upon  earthy"  or,  as  he 
did  to  Ephraimi  "  He  is  joined  to  his  idols,  I  will  kt  him  a« 
lone;' 
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THE  EIGHTH  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 

THE  yJ^rW  general  head  propofed  upon  this  ufe  was,  to 
inquire  what  is  the  voice  of  the  great  Angel  of  the  cove- 
nant unto  the  prefent  generation.  He  has  been,  crying  unto 
all  the  generations  that  have  gone  before  us  ;  he  fpoke  unto, 
the  fpirits,  or  fouls  of  men,  that  are  nowiaprifbn,  viz.  in  the 
prifon  of  hell,  as  he  did  to  the  old  world  in  the  days  of  Noah^ 
by  his  niiniftry ;  and  he  ia  now  lifting  up  his  voice  unto  thia 
prefent  generation. 

And  there  are  fqme  more  general,,  and  fome  more  particus- 
lar  cries,  that  he  is  giving  at  this  day. 

Vol.  II.  Xx  Firji, 
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Pirfi^  I  {ay,  there  sire  fome  general  cries  that  he  U  giving 
unto  a\\  men  every  where,  efpecially  under  tlie  difpeiifatioxK 
of  the  word. 

J .  then,  One  general  cry  he  gives  unto  all  men  is,  Tlut 
•*  all  have  finned,  and  comcf  (hort  of  the  glory  of  God  ;**  or 
that  which  he  uttered  to  the  old  worldj  That  "  all  flcfli  have 
corrupted  their  ways,  they  are  altogetlier  hecome  filthy  ;  there 
is  none  that  doth  good,  no  not  one."  He  is  crying  to  all  man* 
kind  fince  the  fall,  as  in  Jer.  ii.  13.  13^.  -'^  fie  aftoniflbed^  O 
ye  heavens,  at  this,  and  be  horribly  afraid ,  be  yc  very  defolate, 
{'aith  the  Lord.  For  my  people,  have  committed  two  great 
evils  ;  they  have  forfaken  me,*'  &c.  Ob  Sirs  !  hear  this  cry 
of  the  Angel  of  the  covenant,  and  confider  it„  that  all  man* 
kind  fince  the  fall  of  Adam,  an^  therefore  you  in  pavtlcular, 
are  far  from  God;  that  though  God  ^'made  you  upright,"^ 
yet  you  have  ^<  found  out  many  inventions  i"  that  though  God 
<<  planted  you  a  noble  vine,  wholly  a  right  feed,"  ]fet  ye  are 
-become  ^*  the  degenerate  plant  of  a  ftrange  vine  :  The  whole 
head  is  fick,  and  the  whole  heart  faint ;  from,  the  fole  of  the 
foot  even  unto  the  crown  of  the  head,  there,  is  nothing  hut 
wounds,  and  bruife^  and  putrefying  fores."  Oh  fijuoers! 
hear  what  the  Angel  is  faying,  '^nd  lay  to  heart  the  corrnpti 
tion  of  your  nature,  till  ye  be  made  to  acknowledge  with  Da- 
vid, *^  I  was  conceived  in  fin,  and  brought  forth  in  iniquity. 
Behold,  I  am  vile,  what  Ihall  I  anfwer  thee  ?"  It  is  for  want 
of  a  right  uptaking  of  natural  corruption  and  depravation, 
that  the  gofpel  has  fo  little  fuccefs,  and  that  Chrift  is  fo  litde 
valued  and  prized  •,  for  *^  the  whole  need  not  a  phyfician,  but 
they  that  are  fick.'* 

2.  The  angel  of  the  covenant,  Jefus  Chrift,  is  crying  unto 
every  Chriftlefs  finner,  that  death  and  the  curfe  of  God  is 
purfuing  him  on  the  account  of  fin.  You  know  the  curfe  or 
penalty  of  the  law  is,  "  In  the  day  that  thou  eateil  ihereofi 
thou  (halt  furely  dies  The  foul  that  finncth,  fliall  die :"  and  ac- 
cordingly **  by  one  man  fm  entered  into  the  world,  and  death 
by  fm  ;  and  fo  death  paiTsd  upon  all  men,  in  that  all  have  fin- 
ned :"*  and  therefore,  *'  Curfed  is  every  one  that  continueth 
not  in  all  things  which  are  written  in  the  book  of  the  law  to 
do  them."  Oh  Sirs  !  for  the  Lord's  fake  think  upon  it,  for  he 
that  fpcaks  from  heaven  is  telling  you,  that  the  vengeance  of  an 
iii finite  God  is  purfuing  you  oh  the  account  of  fin  ;  you  are 
•*  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  you; 
and  therefore  you  are  curfed  in  your  bafket  and  ftore,  in  the 
city  and  field,  in  your  outgoings  and  incomings  •,"  curfed  in 
your  foul  and  body;  curfed  in  time  and  through  eternity.  And 
therefore  I  warn  you,  that  "  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  there  is 


The  kame  of  God  ghrified  in  Chriji.  347 

ia  cup^  and  the  wine  is  red,  it  is  full  of  mixture,  and  all  the 
wicked  of  thef  earth  (hall  wring  out  the  dregs  thereof,  and 
drink  them/* 

^.  Another  cry  I  think  the  An^el  of  the  covenant  is  giving^ 
is  thit,  Rom.  Tiii.  22.  *<  The  whole  creation  groaneth,  and 
traTaileth  in  pain  tojjethet  until  now."  Whenever  man  fin- 
ned; the  curfe  of  God  not  only  lighted  upon  him,  but  fpread 
itfelf  over  the  creation.  The  inferior  creatures  felt  the  dint 
of  the  cjirfe  of  God,  and  were  fubjefted  unto  bondage,  through 
the  Cfn'of  man  \  yea,  the  very  earth  under  our  feet  lies  groan- 
ing under  the  weight  of  it,  **  Curfcd  is  the  ground  for  thy 
fake  ;**  infomnch,  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  patience  and  long- 
fuffetitig  of  the  great  Creator,  the  earth  would  very  foon  do 
with  men  and  women,  as  it  did  to  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abi- 
ram,  fwaliow  them  up.  , 

4.  Tlie  Angel  of  God  is  crying  to  all  men,  that  death'  and 
the  grive  will  fhortly  devour  and  fwaliow  them  up  :  **  Dufi: 
thou  art,  and  unto  dull  flialt  thou  return.*'  See  to  thife  put- 
jpofe.  If.  xl.  (5.— 8.  «  The  voice  faid,  Cry,  And  he  faidj  What 
Ihalll  cry  ?  All  flefti  is  gfafs,"  &t.  And  therefore,  Sirs,  in 
the  name  of  the  Angel  of  God,  I  warn  you  to  make  ready  fot 
death ;  for  that,  grim  mcffengcr  of  the  Lord,  of  hofts  is  every 
day  making  his  approaches  toward  you,  and  will  hue  down 
thefe  carcafes  of  yours,  that  you  are  now  pampering  and  feed- 
ing;; they  will  be  a  pleafant  fcaft  for  the  worms. 

5.  Another  cry  is,  that  **  as  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once 
to  die,  To  after  death  the  judgement."  Sirs,  think  upon  it  nowj 
no  fooner  hath  death  diiiodged  you  from  thefe  tabernacles  of 
clay,  and  the  eyes  of  your  bodies  (hut,  but  that  very  moment 
you  will  find  your  fouls  filled  before  the  awful  tribunal  of  an 
infinitb  God,  in  order  to  have  your  eternal  ftate  determined. 
Oh  Sirs!  "  prepare  to  meet  your  God,"  for  a  meeting  with  hint 
you  muft  have  ere  it  be  long.  There  is  another  fort  of  a  fcenc 
to  open  upon  the  back  of  death,  than  you  now  fee  with  your 
bodily  eyes,  or  yet  A^ith  the  eyes  of  depraved  rcafon,  though 
aflifted  with  revelation.  And  if  you  die  out  of  Chrift,  your 
hearts  will  be  ftricken  with  a  horrible  furprifc  at  the  firlt 
fight  of  the  awful  and  infinite  majefty  of  God,  as  a  vindidlive 
Judge  and  implacable  enemy.  Oh  !  <*  who  knows  the  power 
of  his  wrath  ?  according  to  his  fear,  fo  is  his  wrath."  Defola* 
tion  and  deilru£tion  will  ovenake  the  fiftner  as  a  whirlwind. 

6.  Another  cry  the  uncreated  Angel  of  the  covenant  is  ut- 
tering by  the  voice  of  his  difpenfations,  is  that  which  you 
have,  Matth.  iii.  10.  "  And  now  alfo  the  ax  is  hid  unto  the 
foot  of  the  trees :  therefore  every  tree  which  bringeth  not 
forth  good  fruity  (hall  be  hewn  down,  and  caft  into  the  fire.'^ 

Sirs, 
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Sirsy  the  awful  difpenfations  of  God,  and  his  providential  ap* 
pcarances,  fcem  to  have  this  language,  that  he  is  taking  the  ax 
of  his  indigination  in  his  hand,  to  hew  down  the  generation  of 
his  wrath  ;  efpe.ially  thofe  who  have  had  a  long  (landing  un- 
der the  means  of  grace,  and  yet  have  continued  barren.  "'Cut 
it  down,  why  cumbereth  it  the  ground  ?'•  Oh  Sirs  !  God  will 
foon  or  fyne  avenge  him  of  his  enemies,  who,  through  unbe- 
lief and  contempt  of  the  glorious  gofpel,  have  affronted  him 
and  his  Anointed ;  he  wilLfend  forth  his  armies,  and  deftroy 
thefc  rebels.  *f  Bring  forth  thofc  mine  enemies  which  would 
not  that  I  fhould  reign  over  them,  and  flay  them  before  me.** 
He  may  bear  long,  but  he  will  not  bear  always :  no,  no,  "  my 
Spirit  fliall  not  always  ftrive  with  men  upon  earth."  Oh  I  if 
a  fire  be  once  kindled  in  his  anger,  it  will  confume  the  earth 
with  its  increafe,  it  will  fet  on  fire  the  foundations  jof  the 
mountains,  and  burn  to  the  lowed  hell.  And  Oh !  *<  who 
can  dwell  with  devouring  fire  ?  who  can  dwell  with  everlaft* 
ing  burnings  V\ 

7.  Another  cry  he  is  vttcring,  is  that,  Prov.'i.  26 — 23. 
"  Wifdom  crieth  without,  (he  uttcreth  her  voice  in  the  ftreets! 
How  long,  ye  limplc  ones,  will  ye  love  fimplipity  ?"  &c.  He 
is  crying  to  all  men  every  where  to  repent,  as  If.  Iv.  7.  **  Let 
the  wicked  forfake  his  way,  and  the  unrighteous  man  his 
thoughts,"  &c.  Ezek.  xscxiii.  7.  "  Turn'  ye,  tuin  ye ;  why 
will  ye  die,  0  houfe  of  Ifrael  ?  for  as  I  live,  faith  the  Lord 
God,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  finners,"  &c.  Oh 
Sirs,  the  Angel  that  has  his  Father's  name  is  crying  to  you  to 
flee  from  the  wrath  that  is  to  come,  for  "  there  is  yet  hope 
in  Ifrael  concerning  you ;"  if  you  will  flee  to  him,  he  will 
hide  and  deliver  you  from  the  wrath  of  God,  the  rage  of  men 
and  devils  ;  and  therefore  •*  turn  ye  to  your  ftrong  holds,  yc 
|)rifoners  of  hope."  Thus  I  have  told  you  of  fome  general  cries 
unto  all  men. 

Secondly^  I  will  tell  you  of  fome  more  particular  cries  be 
is  fending  out  at  this  day  to  people  of  feveral  ranks  in  the 
land. 

f  •  The  Angel  that  bears  his  Father's  name,  and  who  utters 
the  voice  of  God,  he  is  crying  to  the  powers  and  potentates 
of  the  earth  at  this  day,  "  By  me  kings  reign,  and  princes  de- 
cree juftice.  Promotion  cometh  neither  from  the  eaft,  weft, 
fouth,  or  north  :  it  is  I  that  fet  up  one,  and  csft  down  ano- 
ther." He  is  faying  to  them,  "  Ye  are  called  gods  ;  but  yc 
fliall  die  like  men,  and  fall  like  one  of  the  princes.  And  there* 
fore  be  wife,  ye  kings;  be  inftruftcd,  ye  judges  of  the  earth, 
left  I  break  you  as  with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  dam  you,  and  your 
nation,  in  pieces  as  a  potter's  vcffcl." 

2.  The 
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a.  The  Angel  of  God  is  uttering  his  voice,  and  crying  to 
Britain  and  Ireland,  and  particular!]^  to  this  land,  becaufe  of 
their  perfidious  dealing  with  him  in  the  matter  of  folenriO 
leagues  and  covenants  for  reformation,  and  otlier  abomina« 
tions,  under  which  the  lands  are  groaning.  I  think,  I  fay, 
that  the  voice  of  the  Angel  to  thefe  lands  is  what  yc  have. 
If.  xxiv.  i.-*6.  *^  Behold,  the  Lord  maketh  the  earth  empty, 
and  maketh  it  wade,"  &c  Oh !  Sirs,  I  fear  there  be  a  fad 
reckoning  for  covenant-breaking  and  blood(hed  againft  thefe 
lands.  Tne  voice  of  the  Angel  in  the  prcfcnt  confufions  abroad, 
and  divlGons  at  home,  feems  to  be,  ^*  Behold  the  Lord  cometli 
out  of  his  place  to  punifh  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  for  their 
iniquities.  And,  ihall  I  not  vifit  for  thefe  things?  fliall  not 
my  foul  be  avenged  on  fuch  a  nation  as  this  ?'' 

3.  The  voice  of  the  Angel  to  nobles  and  gentry,  and  all  the 
rich  and  great  ones  of  the  land,  who  have  generally  caft  off 
the  very  form  of  religion,  and  given  themfelvcs  up  to  luxury, 
oppreflion,  and  revelling  and  caballing ;  I  fay,  his  voice  to 
thefe  feems  to  be  that,  JcV.  v.  5.  6.  "I  will  get  me  unto  the 
great  men,  and  will  fpeak  unto  them ;  for  they  have  known 
the  way  of  the  Lord,  and  the  judgement  of  their  God ;  but 
thefe  have  altogether  broken  the  yoke,  and  burft  the  bonds,*' 
&c.  And  Jam.  v.  i. — 5.  "  Go  to  now,  ye  rich  men,  weep 
and  kowl  for  your  miferies  that  (hall  come  upon  you,"  &c. 

4.  The  voice  of  the  Angel  to  the  corrupt  miniftcrs  of  Scot^ 
land,  and  thefe  that  join  with  them  in  fpoiling  the  Lord's  vine- 
yard, and  his  tender  vines  in  the  land,  and  who  caft  fnares 
and  ftumbling- blocks  before  the  Lord's  people,  marring  inilead 
of  maintaining  and  carrying  on  a  covenanted  reformation  ; 
his  voice  to  them,  and  all'  their  patrons,  from  the  higheft  to 
the  lowed,  with  whom  they  bandy  to  the  fpoiling  of  the  poor 
people  of  God,  is  that.  If.  iii.  12. — 15.  "  As  for  my  people, 
children  are  their  opprefibrs,"  &c.  and  Hof.  v.  i.  and  ix.  7.  8 
See.  The  voice  of  the  Angel,  particularly  to  all  intruders 
into  the  minidry,  and  thefe  that  join  hands  with  them,  and 
abet  them  in  their  intruGons,  is  that,  Jer.  xxiii.  21.22.  and  xxv. 
34.  35.  to  the  clofe.    Ezek.  xiii.  from  ver.  10.  to  ver.  16. 

5»  The  voice  of  the  Angel  to  the  poor  fcattered  and  op. 
prefled  flock  of  Chrid,  that  are  mourning  becaufeof  the  abound- 
ing  wickednefs  and  defections  of  the  day,  and  becaufe  of  the 
oppreflion  of  the  enemy,  is  like  that,  Pfal.  xii.  5.  •*  For  the 
fighing  of  the  poor,  for  the  cries  of  the  needy,  now  will  I 
arife,  faith  the  Lord,  to  fct  them  free  from  theie  that  are  too 
ftrong  for  them ;"  and  that  of  Zeph.  iii.  i8.  "  I  will  gather 
thcjn  unto  me  that  are  forrowful  for  the  folemh  aflemblies,  t(x 
whom  the  reproach  of  it  is  a  burden;"  and  that,  M^c.  ii.  12.13. 
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«*  I  will  furely  cflemble,  O  Jacob,  all  of  tbcc;  I  will  furely  ga« 
ther  the  remnant  of  Iffdcl,  I  will  put  them  together  as  the 
(liccp  of  Bozrahf  as  the  flock,  in  the  mid  ft  of  their  fold  :  they 
fliall  make  great  noife  by  reafon  of  the  multitude  of  men. 
The  breaker  is  come  up  before  them  :  they  have  broken  up, 
and  have  paflcd  through  the  gate,  and  are  gone  out  by  it,  and 
their  kin^  (hall  pafs  before  them,  and  the  Lord  on  the  head 
of  them.**  ITie  Angel  of  tht  covenant,  he  is  alfo  the  tender 
ifhepherd  of  Ifrael  "  who  gatliers  the  lambs  with  his  arms," 
&c. 

6.  The  Angel  of  the  covenant  is  crying  to  all  his  faiihfal 
fervants  and  ambaffadors,  who  nre  endeavouring  to  maint^H 
the  work  of  God,  and  to  beat  witnefs  for  him,  againil  thctfttri- 
ruptions  of  the  day  and  genefationy  arrd  to  hold  up  Chrift's 
fiandard  and  teftimony,  in  oppoTition  to  thofc  vidio  ut)uld  pull 
it  down ;  he  is  faying  to  them,  "  Cry  aloud,  and  fpare  not,  lift 
up  your  voice  like  a  trumpet,  tell  the  houfe  of  Jndah  and  If- 
rael their  abominations.  Be  ye  faithful  unto  death,  and  I  will , 
give  you  a  crown  of  life.  Keep  the  word  of  my  patience,  and 
I  will  keep  you  in  the  hour  of  temptation,  that  fliall  come  to 
prove  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth.'* 

I  will  conclude  with  a  few  cries  he  is  yet  uttering  from 
mount  Zion  ;  for  if  1  could  help  it,  I  do  not  lovt  to  Hand  long 
on  mount  Sinai,  or  Ebal ;  but  what  the  Lord  bids  us,  that  wc 
muft  fpeak,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad. 

1.  He  is  crying  to  the  condemned  Gnner  to  come  to  him, and 
he  fliall  have  a  free  pardon  of  all  his  fins  :  If.  i.  i8.  **  Come, 
and  let  us  reafon  together,  faith  tht  Lord:  though  your  fins  be 
as  fcarlet  and  crirofon.  Twill  make  tliem  white  as  (now  and  as 
wool."  If.  xliii.  25.  "  I,  even  I  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy 
iranrgrelTions,  for  mine  own  name's  fnke." 

2.  He  is  crying  to  the  rebels  to  fubmit,  and  they  (hall  have 
peace  :  If.  xxvii.  4.  5.  **  Fury  is  not  in  me  :  who  would  fet  the 
britrs  and  thorns  againil  me  in  baitle  ?  J  would  go  through 
them,  I  would  burn  them  together.  Cat  kt  him  take  hoMof 
my  itrergth,  that  he  may  make  peace  with  nje,  and  he  fhall 
nrakc  peace  with  me.  We  are  ambafPdors  for  Chrift,  as 
though  God  did  bcftech  you  by  us :  we  pray  you  in  Chrill's 
lle:id,  be  ye  reconciled  to  God.'* 

3.  He  is  crying  to  captives  to  accept  of  liberty,  and  he 
will  make  them  ftce  indeed  :  '*The  lav/ful  Ciiptive  fliall  be  dc- 
livcr«:d,"  Sec.  Liberty  from  fin,  from  Satan,  and  the  world, 
&c. 

4.  He  is  crying  'to  the  wounded  and  difcafed  foul  to  come 
unto  him  and  be  heaUd,  for  his  name  is  Jlhovah  Rophi. 
There  ib  healing  in  bis  wings  for  every  difeafe,  &c. 

5.  He 
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5.  He  is  crying  to  the  weary  and  burdened  foul  to  come 
unto  him  for  reft,  Matth.  xi.  at  the  clofe.  Pfal.  Iv.  22,  "  Call 
thy  burden  upon  the  Lord,  and  he  will  fuftain  thee,"  &c. 

6.  He  is  crying  to  the  ignorant  to  come  to  htm  for  infbuic- 
tion,  for  he  hath  pity  on  the  ignorant,  that  arc  groaning  un- 
der a  fenfe  of  ignorance  :  "  Come  hither,  ye  children,  and  I 
will  teach  you  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  He  is  made  of  God  unto 
us  wifdom/'  &c. 

7.  He  is  crying  to  naked  fouls  that  have  not  a  rag  to  cover 
thcm^  to  come  to  him  for  clothing,  for  the  garments  of  falva- 
tion  and  the  robes  of  righteoufnefb.  '•  He;irken  unto  me,  yc 
that  are  ftbut- hearted,  and  far  from  rijrhtcoufnefs.  Beholdj^ 
I  bring  near  my  righteoufnefs  :  ic  IhAll  not  be  far  oflF,  and  my 
falration  (ball  noe  tarry,"  &c. 

8.  He  is  crying  to  the  hungry  and  ftarviiig  foul  to  "  come, 
eai  of  A/x  bread :"  If*  xxv.  6.  **  A  feaft  of  tat  things,  a  fcaft  of 
wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  of  wines  on  the 
kc8  well  refined."  If.  h.  i.  Prov.  viii.  at  the  beginning.  Pror. 
ix.  at  the  beginning. , 

-  j^  He  is  crying  to  the  finner  that  is  bewildered,  and  cannot 
find  the  way  to  life  and  happinefe,  that  he  is  given  foi  a  **  lead- 
er and  commander,'^  and  that  he  ^'  leads  the  blind  in  a  way 
they  know  not,"  &c. 

lo.  He  is  crying  to  the  bafe-born  finner,  to  come  unto  him, 
and  he  will  give  them  the  adoption  of  children,  a  place  in 
God^s  family  that  (hall  never  be  cut  off:  John  i.  12.  •*  But  as 
many  as  recei\Fed  him,  ta  thjsm  gave  he  power  to  become  the 
fons  of  God."  Gal.  iv.  4.  5.  He  was  "  made  of  a  woman, 
made  under  the  law^  to- redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law^ 
that  we  might  receive  the  adoption  of  fons*" 

I  f .  He  is  crying  to  ths  finner  that  is  in  a  compaft  and  con- 
federacy with  hell,  to  break  his  covenant  with  hell,  and  hia 
agreement  with  death,  and  take  hold  of  his  covenant  of  grace 
aad  peace  :  If.  Iv.  3.  **  Incline  your  ear  and  come  unto  me ; 
hear^  and  your  foul  fhalt  live,  and  I  will  make  an  everiailing 
covenant  with  you,  ^tn  the  fure  mercies  of  David, 

12.  He  is  crying  to  the  fmner  that  is  upon  the  very  borders 
of  hdt  and  eternity^  to  believe  in  him,  to  look  unto  him,  and 
be  faved. 

Now,  Sirs,  for  the  Lord's  fake  hear  the  voice  of  the  Angel; 
for  ye  fee,  if  y«  do  not  hear,  he  will  not  pardon  your  tranf- 
greffionsj  for  his  father's  name  is  in  him.  Oh  !  "  how  [hall 
y€  efcape,  if  ye  turn  away  from  him  that  fpeaketh  from  hea- 


ven ? 


EXOD, 
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£%0D.  xxiii.  ^i.^^Ohey  his  voice  ifor  my  name  is  in  binu 

THE  NINTH  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 


I  AM  ftill  upon  the  fecond  general  head  in  difcourGng  this 
branch  of  the  exhortation  in  the  text,  Obey  his  voice :  fir 
my  name  is  in  him» 

I  told  you  what  we  are  to  underftand  by  the  voice  of  Chrifi^ 
and  came^  fecondly^  to  tell  you  what  is  the  voice  of  Chrift  un- 
to the  prefent  generation.  I  told  you,  in  fix  particulars!  ^i^ 
feemed  to  be  the  Lord's  voice  to  all  in  general.  1  told  yoUp 
n^ore  particularly,  what  feeiped  to  be  his  voice  to  the  powers 
of  the  earth ;  wnat  feemed  to  be  his  voice  unto  thefe  land^ 
and  this  land  efpecially ;  what  his  voice*  is  to  the  nobles  and 

} gentry ;  what  his  voice  is  to  a  corrupt  miniftry^  that  are  un- 
aithful  to  the  fouls  of  men^  or  rui^  when  be  doea  not  fend 
them  ;  what  his  voice  was  to  the  mourners  in  Zion,  the  LonFs. 
opprefied  ones  \  and  what  his  voice  is  to  all  the  faithful  fer- 
vants  and  ambaiTadors  at  this  day,  that  are  witn'efling  for  him 
againft  the  corruptions  and  abominations  of  the  day ;  and  then 
turned  to  mount  Zion,  and  told  you  of  twelve  cries  that  he 
was  fending  forth  from  thence. 

I  propofed  to  tell  you  of  fome  cries  that  the  Angel  feems  to 
be  fending  forth  unto  this  city  and  congregation  of  Stirling  at 
this  day,  and  to  feveral  forts  of  finners,  that  are  to  be  found  in 
the  midrt  of  it.  And,  Sirs,  remember  that  we  that  are  mini* 
fters,  are  but  earthen  trumpets,  through  which  the  voice  of 
God  is  conveyed  to  you  j  we  are  the  "  voice  of  the  Angel  a]f- 
ing  in  the  wildernefs"  to  men  of  this  generation,  as  John  Bap* 
till  his  voice  was  unto  the  generation  wherein  be  lived.  And 
if  the  voice  of  the  Angel,  fpeaking  by  us,  touch  any  man,  or 
point  to  him  in  particular,  let  him  reniember  that  it  is  not  the 
earthen  trumpet  he  has  to  do  with,  but  he  that  founds  it,  or 
fpeaks  through  it.  We  that  are  minifters,  we  are  ambafijdors 
forChrid;  and  ambafladors  mud  deliver  their  king's  com  miflion, 
whether  men  will  hear  or  forbear,  for  they  fpeak  upon  the  pe- 
ril of  their  fouls,  which  no  wife  man  will  rilkj  either  for  the 
pleafure  or  difpleafure  of  mortal  worms,  of  whatever  quality  in 
the  world ;  for  if  we  pleafe  men,  our  great  Lord  has  declared, 
that  we  are  not  his  fervants. 

2  Perhaps 
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Peiinipt  fome  arc  beginning  to  favilreitcly,  Mtnlfttfr^  we 
wifli  ^a  t^oUld  kt  tt»  alone  ;  preach  the  general  truths  cff  the 
wordy  but  do  not  meddle  with  the  particalar  evils  of  the  placef^ 
or  (lerfons  or  parties  in  it*  To  fuch  I  (haH  only  fey,  that  It 
bewrakys  gvih  in  any  party  dr  perfon  whatever,  when  they  caiv* 
not  endart  the  plain  tf  uths  of  the  word  td  be  preached,  with- 
out being  irritated  or  offended^  We  are  in  Chrift's  (leader 
and  if  we  otter  any  thing  that  does  net  correr(>ond  with  our 
comiDiffion  from  trie  Lord,  ye  vtc  at  liberty  to  reje^  it  *,  but 
if  wt  keep  by  our  commiflioni  and  deliver  nothing  but  what 
is  the  toide  it  the  Angel,  remember  that  it  h  hard  for  you  to 
kick  againfl  (he  pricks.  And  trith  refpc£k  to  you  who  can* 
net  ciidnre  plain  dealing  from  the  word^  buk  would  have  gene* 
vat  and  fitnooth  truths  preacfhed  snd  infilled  upon  in  a  time  of 
abdnnding  and  crying  fin,  fee  tvhat  b  the  voiee  of  th^  Angel 
to  yoU|  If.  %xj.  12-^14.  Head  from  ver.  8.  and  d4>wnWard^ 
pmtc  yon  tvitl  fee  the  perfons  charaAerifefd,  to  whom  the 
word  of  the  Lord  is  there  fpoken,  "  They  faid  to  the  fccrs, 
Sre  not;  and  to  the  prophets,  Propfaefy  onto  as  fmooth  things." 
Tkcy  chooicd  rachor  to  be  foothed  and  flattered  to  their  own 
deftra^oli,  than  to  bate  their  fores  touched,  and  the  truth 
told  them,  to  the  preferration  and  falvation  of  their  foul». 
They  coold  not  endme  to  be  troubled  with  harfh  and  reptfat^ 
td  ^tfmings  froth  God.  But  fee  what  Qod  faya  by  thef  pro*  . 
ifbct  in  the  next  wordi,  vet-.  12-^14.  *^  Wherefore  thus  faith 
the  boly  One  of  KhmI^  Beoauie  ye  defpife  this  ward^  and  trait 
}ft  oppi^ifion  and  perverfenefsr,  and  ftay  thdfeon}  ilfaerefore  this 
iniquity  (ball  be  to  yoti  as  a  brencb  ready  to  fali^  fwelling  out 
in  a  high  W4II,  whofe  breakiiirg  cometh  f<idden]y  at  am  inftant,'* 
&6.  Yon  that  fpvrn  at  the  reproofs,  or  wairninflrs,  or  threats 
enings  of  the  W0rd,and  love  only  to  have  fmooth  thmgs  preach-* 
ed  unto  yon,  take  care,  for  ye  are  here  told  of  your  danger 
by  the  Lord  of  hofts  ^  you  atfe  in  danger  of  furprHrag  ruin^ 
*'  the  breaking  ihall  come  fuddenly  iri  an  inltant,"  when  ye  do 
not  expe£t  it,  •♦  Kkc  the  breaking  of  a  potter's  vefleK'* 

Bt»t  now  I  come  to  tell  you  vrbat  I  think  is  the  Lord's 
voice  umo  thi&  city  and  congregation ;  for. "  the  Lord's  vetcef 
is  ctying  in  the  city,''  though  it  is  only  the  iftan  of  wifdoiti 
that  will  hear  and  obey  the  defign  of  it.  There  are  thefe  twa 
or  thfee  cries  tbsrt  I  think  the  Angel  is  giving  unto  the  city 
in  general. 

I.  The  fir/i  is  that  which  ye  have  been  heating  front  the 
ntoutb  of  your  aged  minifter  for  fome  time,  Matth.  xiei.  43. 
"  Tltt  kifigdom  of  God  fiiall  be  taken  from  you,  and  given  to 
others  bringing  forth  the  fruits  thereof."  i'his  city  and  cen* 
gvegation  hae  been  long  privileged  with  the  gofpel  hi  purity } 

Vol.  1L  Y  y  the 


the  privileges  of  the  kingdom  of  graces  and  the  way  to  iht 
kingdom  of  glory,  have  been  opened  to  you.    The  laws  and 
the  ftatutes  of  the  kingdom  have  been  publifhed  among  you, 
by  his  heralds,  whom  he  has  fent  one  after  another  fince  thc=^ 
reformation  from  Popery ;  but  where  is  the  fruit  of  all  thia^^ 
among  the  bulk  and  generality  ?  how  few  are  they  that  be— .^. 
lieve  the  gofpel-report,  and  bring  forth  the  fruits  thereof^  ii^^ 
their  lives  and  converfation  ?     And  therefore  the  Lord:  ha^^ 
been,  and  ftill  is,  crying,  '<  The  kingdom  of  God  fli^iU  be  takecr-^ 
from  you,  and  given  to  others  bringing  forth  the  fruits  .there^^^ 
of"     You  may  fe:e  what  the  Lord  fays  to,  and  does  witt^^ 
his  barren  vineyard,  after  all  the  pains  he  wared  on  it»  IC  ^% 
2. — 6.     *^  And  he  fenced  it,  and  gathered  out  the  Aon^a 
thereof,"  &c.     Now,  feeing  the  fame  cry  is  lifted  up  amorsj^ 
you  in  this  place,  you  had  need  to  hear  and  take  warning,  iefi 
the  iffue  be  fatal,  as  it  was  to  the  children  of  Ifrael.  •  '*  J£     J 
God  fpared  not  the  natural  branchesj^  take  heed  left  be  fparo     | 
not  thee,"  Sec. 

2.  The  fecond  cry  to  this  city  in  particular,  may  be  that 
which  you  have,  If.  Ivii.  i.  *^  The  righteous  periQieth,  and  no 
man  layeth  it  to  heart ;  and  merciful  men  are  taken  awaff 
none  conGdering  that  the  righteous  is  taken  away  from  the 
evil  to  come.^    Sirs,  God's  little  remnant,  however  little  they    |s 

.  may  be  thought  of  by  feme,  yet  they  are  the  pillars  of  the 
land  or  city  where  they  live  :  tliey  ftand  in  the  gap  to  keepoS 
the  flood  of  wrath  from  the  Lord,  that  is  ready  to  break  in  up- 
on a  (inful  place  ;  If.  i.  9.  *<  Except  the  Lord  of  holts  had  left 
unto  us  a  very  fmall  remnant,  we  had  been  as  Sodom,  and 
been  made  like  unto  Gomorrali."  It  wasthe  wantof  a  very  foail 
handful  of  righteous  perfons  in  Sodom,  that  made  hell  to  bii 
out  of  heaven  upon  that  wicked  people.  And  therefore  when 
the  Lord  is  taking  away  the  righteous  out  of  a  place  by  death 
or  otherwife,  it  is  a  iign  that  evil  from  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  de? 
termined  againft  that  place.  And  is  not  this  the  cafe  with 
us  ?  The  Lord  is  weeding  up  his  own,  and  taking  them 
away  to  their  reft ;  and  when  few  are  laying  fuch  ftrokes  to 
heart,  it  bodes  ill  to  the  place,  and  has  a  loud  cry  from  the 
Angel  of  God's  prefence,  that  he  is  on  his  way  to  punifh  us 
for  our  iniquities. 

3.  Another  cry  that  the  Angel  feems  to  be  giving  unto  this 
city,  is  that  which  you  have,  Matth.  xii.  25.  '^  Every  kingdonx 
divided  againft  itfelf,  is  brought  to  deiblation :  and  every  city 
or  houfe  divided  againft  itfelf,  cannot  fiand."  It  is  a  thing 
too  well  known  now  through  the  nation,  to  what  a  height 
party  humour  and  intereft  has  run,  even  to  the  eflfufion  of 
blood  and  legal  profecutions  before  courts  of  juftice.    I  d9 

.  not: 


^he  Name  of  God  gloried  in  CMJk  355 

fkot  ddign  to  dip  into  party  quarrels ;  only  I  notice,  that  the 
voice  of  theCe  unnatural  jars  and  divtGoni  is,  that  the  city  is 
near  a  fadl  and  ruin.  It  is  a  common  and  known  maxtmy.and 
Isolds  true  of  all  focieties^  whether  of  one  kind  or  another^ 
That  commonly  ruin  is  the  confequence  of  unnatural  quarrels; 
that  dirifions  end  in  defolations.  *^  If  we  bite  and  devour  one 
another,  we  (hall  be  devoured  ohe  of  another,'^  Gal.  v.  15* 
Churches  and  nations  have  known  this  by  lonf;  experience.  God 
firft  dirided  the  builders  of  Babel,  and  then  he  fcattered  them. 
God  JTent  a  fpirit  of  divifion  among  the  inhabitants  of  Jerufa- 
lem,  before  thej  were  utterly  deftroyed  by  the  Roman  armies. 
And  feeing  divifion  and  contention  has  been  the  commoti  fore^ 
runner  of  ruin,  both  in  cities  and  kingdoms,  we  hav^  reafon 
to  think,  that  the  cry  of  the  Angel  to  us  in  this,  city  is,  that 
ruin  and  defolation  is  near.  :  .   . 

4.  Another  cry  that  the  Angel  of  God*s  presence  is  fending 
to  this  city,  confequential  to  the  former, 'is.  that  which  you 
have,  Mark  ix.  50.  "  Have  fait  in  yourfelvesi  and  be  ^  peace 
one  with  another."    You  know  the  ufe  of  fait  is  to  keep  flefli 
or  other  things  from  putrefaction.    There  are  many  putrefy- 
ing lufts  in  the  hearts  of  men,  from  whence  wars  and  divifion^ 
do  fpring.  Jam.  iv.  x.   .Now,  in  order  to  the  cure  of  thefe  pu« 
trefying  lufts,  let  the  fait  of  God's  word  and  grace  have  room 
and  place  within  you,  and  then  your  contentiotis  will  foon 
ceafe,  and  men  will  be  at  peace  one  with  another.     Perhaps 
indeed  the  fait  of  divine  truth  may  gall  and  nip  corruptions 
and  Infts ;  but  when  it  doth  fo,  do  not  fpurn  at  the  medicine* 
and  him  that  applies  it,  but  bear  it  with  patience,  and  let  it 
have  its  perfe£l  work,  until  the  fore  be  cured  i  for  better  to  be 
falted,  and  have  your  fores  touched  with  the  word,  than  to  be 
faked  with  the  fire  of  God's  vengeance,  as  you  fee  our  Lord 
argues  with  the  Jews  in  the  context.     If  there  be  any  unmor* 
tified  lult  pointed  out  to  you  by  the  Word,. take  <are,  and  cut 
it  off>  and  pluck  it  out,  though  as  dear  to  you  aft  a  right  hand 
or  a  right  eye,  for  better  that,  than  he  caft  foul  and  body  into 
the  fire  of  hell ;  and  therefore  hear  the  voice  of  the  Angela 
*'  Have  fait  in  yourfelves,  and  be  at  peace  one  with  another." 
Tea,  the  voice  of  the  Angel  goes  a  little  further,  if  men  were 
able  to  bear  it,  and  yqu  will,  fee  what  he  fays,  Matth;  v.  44. 
''  Love  your  enemies,  blefs  them  that  curfe  you,  do  good  to 
them  that  hate  you,  and  pray  for  them  which  defpitefuUy  ufe 
)rou,and  perfecute  yoo."    This  is  a  hard  faying  to  corrupt 
nature,  efpecially  when  men's  fpirits  are  aloft,  purfuing  theix 
refentments  again  ft  one  another.     But,  Sirs,  remember  that 
rengeance  is  the  Lord's,  and  he  will  repay  it :  and  therefore 
irhcn  men  bite  and  devour  one  another  out  of  refcatment. 

an« 
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and  to  fhtlef^  their  revenge,  tfaej  are  caking  Goifs  ivioik  oiF 
h4s  han^,  an<!l  (nvading  his  pr«i«gative  ;  and  tfaey  that  do  (b^. 
wMIe  tbi-y  avenge  'dnsmfelves,  th«y  are  aipofing  thetnfdivet 
to  ^e  vengeance  of  God',  who  has  (aid,  Vengeance  is  not  yoHn^ 
but  mine ;  leare  that- Co  me,  s^nd  I  will  repay  k.     But  ae  for  u^ 
when  we  are  Ifijured,  he  would  hare  us  to  follow  kk  Of«hi  eK^ 
ample,  an^  to  reftd^r  good  lor  «vil :  henoc  is  that  rea/bn  tha^ 
ovp  Lord  ^iv^Q  ler.^at  faavd  faying  of  lovkig  and  doing  good  tc:; 
our  enemies,  ^r.  45.  <^  That  ye  may"  refomble  aad  prbre  youiw*. 
felvcs  to  *<  be  the  children  of  your  FaKhcf  wliich  is  in  kcavcm. 
who  maketh  his  fun  to  rife  on  the  evil  and  «n  the  good,  anc 
fejndifth  vain  en  the  jnft  and  on  the  unjuft. 

And  if  you  would  ye(  know  move  of  die  An^^s  nuj^dy  witli 
relation  to  youip  pfefent  diffiaKnces,  you  may  ycad  die  prece* 
din^  part  of  the  chapter,  fromver  ai.^^to  at^andfrasiTar.  38* 
to  the  dofe  ctf  dbe  .chapter. 

5.  Another  cry  that  the  Angrel  \^  giving  to  us  in  this  ^ace, 
is  ^at  which  the  prophet  Zecliariah  was  brdejred  to  imy  to  j^^' 
ru&lem  in  a  day  like  this,  chap.  viii.  i5.  17.  *^  Thefe  aic  the 
thiiigs  th^t  ye  ftall  4a,  Speak  ye  every,  man  tius  tnith  ao  his 
nei^bour:  execute  the  judgement  of  truth  and  pcaoe.  in  yoac 
gat^s.  Andlet  none  of  you  imagine  evil  in  your  iieartp  agatnft 
Ibis  neighbour,  and  love  no  faUe  oath :  lor  all  the&  are  ^ings 
that  I  hate,  faith  die  Lord/'  And  to  the  fame  purpofe  is  th^, 
chap/ vii.  9.-.t4.  ^^  Thus  fpeaketh  the  Lord  of  hofts,  Y^yii^, 
Execute  true' judgement,  and  (hew  mercy  and  compi^lioas 
every  man  to  his  brother.  And  opprefs  not  the  widow,;  nor 
the  fatherlefs,  the  ftranger,  nor  the  poor,  and  let  none  of  you 
imagine  evil  againft  his  brother  in  your  heart,"  &c. 

Thus  I  ha\ve  told  you  what  I  take  to  be  the  voice  of  the  un* 
created  Angei  of  the  covenant  tfo  us  in  this  place*:  and  I  take 
inftrumepts  in  every  man's  conibienoe,  that  thefe  prcfcnts  are 
intimate  in- the  nanitf  of  the  I^oid,  without  feud  or  £iivoari 
without  regard  to  •one  fide  or  anotiier«  • 

EVENING  EXERCI8E* 

i  THOUGHT  to  have  gone  on  to  tell  yow  what  the  Angel  ot 
God  is  crying  to  fome  forts  of  fmners  among  us.  I  cannot 
infill  on  particulars,  only  in  ftiort, 

1.  He  is  crying  to  all  that  turn  their  back  on  ordinances, 
<<  He  that  turnetn  away  his  ear  from  hearing  his  law^  even  his 
prayer  ihall  be  an  abomination." 

2.  He  is  crying  to  all  prayerleis  perfons  and  families,  and  I 
fear  there  are  too  many  of  diefci  that  he  wiU  ^^  poar  out  his 
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furfiiiipoii  tlue  headieni  and  all  the  familieo  that  call  ndt  on 
his  naanc^" .        •  - 

3.  He  U  cryiiig  tb  ignorant  folk  under  the  meana  of  inftruc^ 
ties,'  ^ii-if  t  people  of  no  undeiftandbg ;  therefore  be  that 
madhp  them  will  not  bare  mercy  on  t&emi  and  he  that  formed 
them  wiir  (hew  them  no  faronr/' 

i.  4».  He  U  crying  to-  every , unbelieving  fioner,  that  he  ca 
^  eoodemed  Already,  and  the  wnth  of  God-  abideth  on  hinu^  : 

5*  He  iserying  to  all  hypooritical  profeflbrg*  that  fatiify 
themfelreawith  a  name  to  Itve  while  deads  **  The  fianers  in 
Zien  fliall  be  afcaidf  and-  fear fulnefa  ihall  furpriii:  the  hypo- 
crite in  heart." 

6p  He  if  crying  to  aU  legalifts  that  are  fitting  vdovn  upon 
tiiek:moralifty«  .civiliey^  or  good  workt.idDne  by  themi  ai  ihe 
feondatbn  of  their  aiieepunee  befon'Qod,  th^  ^.1>y  the 
worl^  of  the  feiw  no-  flefli  liying  4iaa  be  j)aAifisd ;  that  noUi* 
cans  and  harbtt  flIaU  csnter  inoo  the  kingdom  of  God  bcfoie 
them* 

7*  He  18  crying  to  a\\  that  are  reftnigumttrtfaeir  conriEHoiii, 
tfceir flaQies  of  joy^DC-forrow,  theiriaiu^  iove,''JQyt  repcaN 
aftcCy  or  any  thmg  within  them,  as  grounds  of  aceeptanca,  or 
good  tiahns  of  e^cnul  Itfo,  aa  if.  L  nit.  ^  Adbold  alt  ye  tfaar 
kindle  a  fire,  that  compafs  yourfelres  about  with  fparks: 
widk  in  the  light  of  your  firoi  and  in  the  (parks  that  ye  hats 
kindled.  This  diali  .ye  faaire  of  mine  handy  70  flail  tic  ^owq^ 
io  fbn»w.**  .  ..^  . 

8.  He  is  crying  ^o  all  pvofancrs  of  the  name  of  Godt  whe« 
tbcar  by  a  cuAomary  fwearing,  or  by  n(h  or  falfe  oadis, 
^  Thou  fliate  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain : 
for  the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefs  that  laketh  his  name 
in.irain."  And  to  thefe  that  deal  in  a  ftealing  and  fwearing 
^de>  he  is  fsvying,  as  Zech.  r.  £-*4.  8rc. 

9^  He  is  crying  to  all  Sabbath*  breaker  s^  to  '^  nnKmbevhis 
daty*  to  keep  it  holy,  to  call  it  their  delight,* the  holy  «£  the 
Lord,  and  honourablca" 

I  o»  He  is  crying  to  all  difobedient  children,  to  honour  their 
parents,  and  to  hearken  to  their  good  counfel ;  and  they  that 
will  not,  they  (hall  be  "  cut  ofFfrom  the  land  which  the  Lord 
God  hath  given  us :  The  eye  that  mocketh  at  his  father,  and  de- 
fpifeth  to  obey  his  mother,  the  ravens  of  the  valley  (hall  pick 
it  out,  and  the  young  eagles  (hall  cat  it."  The  voice  of  the 
Angel  to  every  yquog  body  i$  that,  Eccl.  i.  "  Remember  thy 
Creator  in  the  day?  of  thy  youth.*' 

.11.  His  voice  to  murderers,  or  all  thefe  whofe  hands  are 
<lipt  in  their  neighbour'^  blood,  ae  tbe  hands  of  feme  were  of 
late  in  this  place^  is,  that,  ^^^hen  be  maketli  inquifition  for 

blood. 
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blood,  he  will  remember  them ;  and  that  the  hands  that  (bed 
innocent  blood,  are  an  abomination  unto  him  ;  and  that- they 
who  thirft  after  blood,  (hall  have  blood  to  drrnkl" 

1 2*  He  is  crying  to  all  liars  and  backbiters,  calumnhtorsi 
who  murder  the  reputation  of  "their  neighbours;  and -a  fpirit 
of  lying  and  calumny  is  gone  abroad  at  this  day :  I  fay,  the 
voice  of  the  Angel  unto  you  is,  'f  Whtft  (hall  be  given  unto 
thee  ?  or  what  &all  b&done  unto  thee,  O  thou  faHe  tongue? 
Sharp  arrows  of  the  mighty,  with  coals  of  juniper.'*^ 

13.  He  is  crying  to  aU  fornicators,  adulterers,  andunciean. 
perfons,  that  he  himfelf  will  ^<  judge ithem,  and  they  ihall  not 
inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,*'  or  of  Chrift. 

14;  He  is  faying- to  all  drunkards;:. epicures,  and  fenfual 
perfons,  that  make  their  belly  their  God^  that  their  'Veddii* 
deftru&ion ;  that  iii'the  hand  of  the  lanrd  tfaire  is  a  cup,  the 
wine  is:red,  and  ftdi  of  mixture,  andtall  the  wicked  of  the 
earth  fiiail  wring,  out.  the  dregs-  thereof^  and  drink  thein." 

To  conclude,  he  is  faying  to  all  obftinate,  and  impenitent, 
and  rebeUiousr.finner^rtbat  will:  not -obey,  .his  voice,'  or  tujm:at 
hi8'rq)roof,  j*^  The  wicked  (hall  be  turned' faito  heil,'and  all 
the  nations  that  forget  God ;"  and  that  if  they  turn  not,  he  is 
whktting  his  glittermg  fword,  and  prepiaringibr  them  the  in* 
ftruments  of  death.  And,  Oh  T  w|ien  he  whets  h\%  fword, 
and  his  hand  takes  hold  on  judgement,  he  will  render  ven- 
geance to  his  enemies,  and  a  reward  to  all  thete  that  hate  him. 

If,  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  any  profane  mocker  ffaould 
laugh  and  flout  at  the  warnings  given  them,  aiid  laugh  at  the 
Oiakings  of  God's  fpear,  as  if  this  were  not  the  word  of  the 
Lord  that  we  have  delivered  to  them  ;  I  (hall  only  fay,  that 
the  bands  of  mockers  (hall  be  made  ftrong.  We  fee  fuch  a 
fet  of  men  in  the  days  of  Jeremiah,  chap.  v.  12.  13.  But  fee 
what  is  the  voice  of  the  Angel  to  thefe  men  in  thp  following 
vetfes,'  14.  15.  &c.  Thus  1  have  done  with  the  fec%nd  thing 
upon  this  exhortation,  and  told  you  what  appears  to  be  the 
voice  of  the  Angel  to  the  prefent  generation. 


ExOD.  xxiii.  2l.^^0bey  his  voice :  for  my  name  is  in  him. 

THE  TENTH  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT.     " 

THE  third  thing  was,  to  inquire  what  is  imported  in  obey- 
ing the  voice  of  the  Angel.     Unto  this  I  anfwer, 
I.  Negatively,  it  does  not  confift  in  a  bare  hearing  of  the 
found  of  words,  when  a  chapter  is  read,  or  a  fermon  pr^achcd- 

Alasl 
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Alas  I  thUis  alLthat  many  know  of  the  voice  of  Chrift  in  the 
difpenfiit^on  of  the  gofpel  -,  they  hear  the  miniftcr's  ?oicf ,  and 
the  words  ibey  utter,  but  know  no  more  about  the  matter ; 
9iS  is  evidi  nc  from  the  great  ignorance  of  not  a  few,  which 
cafts  up  when  they  are  catechifed  about  the  common  prin« 
ciples  of  religion,  which  they  are  hearing  every  day.  Neither 
doth  it  confift  in  a  hearing  the  word  with  fome  tranHent 
plcafur]C»  Ukc.  Eztkitl'h  hearers,  whofe  ^*  voice  was  unto  tnem 
99  a  very  lovely  fong,"  while  yet,  though  the  affc&ions  were 
tickled,  yet  their  hearts  were  never  touched.  Nor  is  it  to  heav 
^nd  do.  fomething,  lik^  Herod  ;  or  to  uke  up  a  profeilion  of 
religion  while  the  power  of  it  is  negle£led  ;  it  is  not  a  crying, 
Lord^  L&r4%  li)^  thefc,  Matth.  vii.  22. 

^iffi*  What  then  is  ii  to  obey  the  voice  of  the  Angel,  Je« 
fus  Chrift?    ' 

Anfw*  I.  It  implies  a  knowledge  and  uptaking  of  Chrift  aD4 
pf  his  voice :  "  My  Oieep  (fay&  Chrift)  they  know  my  voice." 
There  is  fomething  of  a  divine  light,  life,  and  power,  in  tho 
voice  of  Chrift,  that  the  foul  is  made  to  feel  to  its  ezperience, 
whereby  it  can  diftinguilh  betwixt  his  voice,  and  the  voice  of 
a  ftranger :  '^  It  is  the  voice  of  my  beloved,''  fays  the  fpoufe  \ 
I  know  it  to  be  his,  and  not  another's. 

2.  It  implies  a  diligent  atttention  of  mind  unto  what  the 
Jjord  fpciil^,  either  by  his  word  or  his  providence.  *'  Speak, 
Lord  (will  the  foul  fay)|  for  thy  fervant  heareth.*'  This  is 
whajt  the  iiord  requires  of  us,  If.  Iv.  2.  3.  <^  Hearken  diligently 
unto  me. — Incline  your  ear ; — hear,  and  your  fouls  (hall  live.'* 
While  Lydia  hearkened  diligently  unto  the  voice  of  the  Aa- 
gel  in  the  miniftry  of  Paul,  the  Lord  opened  her  btmrt.  Sirs, 
do  you  know  what  it  is  to  have  your  miiKisand  hearts  foarrefted 
in  hearing  of  the  word,  that  your  ear  and  mind  is  as  it  were 
tied  to  the  minifter's  mouth  in  hearing  i  Alas  I  there  are 
many  hearers  whofe  minds  are  in  the  ends  of  the  earth  when 
hearing  of  tlic  word  of  the  kingdom. 

3.  It  implits  a  belief  and  perfuafion  of  what  the  Angel 
fpeaks  to  be  the  voice  of  God.  It  is  faid  of  the  Thefialonians, 
that  they  *<  received  the  word,  not  as  the  word  of  men,  but 
as  it  is  indeed  the  word  of  God."  .  The  man  he  looks  above 
and  beyond  the  earthen  vefTel  through  which  the  word  is  con- 
veyed,  and  hears  God  himfelf,  whole  voice  is  full  of  majefty 
and  power.'  Sirs,  as  long  as  the  devil  can  perfuade  you,  that 
your  minifters  are  only  fpeaking  their  own  thoughts  and  con^ 
ceptions,  he  is  eafy  how  much  or  how  frequently  you  hear  the 
word,  for  he  knows  well,  that  until  you  hear  the  word  preach** 
ed  as  the  voice  of  Chrift,  your  he^aj^iigwili  do  nofervicc  unto 
your  fouls,  or  no  hurt  untp  hii^iingdom.     You  know  that 
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mrbik  SfttHMl  did  miftake  the!  voice  of  the  Ldtd,  art  {fit  bad 
be^n  the  vcnct  of  £M,  he  rati  the  wfoD[r  way ;  fo  white  ffien 
come  flfid  hear  the  wdtd  preached,  and^  hnty  tblt  it  ii  ot\j 
the  voice  ot  word  of  a  man  like  fh^mfelves^  they  will  f ttn  th« 
wr^fig  way )  it  will  fteter  have  atiy  iiAptcrffioti  Mpon  lloart  or 
life,  to  luta  (heth  from  fm  nnt6  God  r  but  ix^henetef  die  voie# 
of  Cht'M  is  taketl  Up  in  the  irord  Ct  ptovideAce,-  th^y  rufi  6y 
ftfWy  to  the  Lord  himfelfi  faying^  ^Ifrad^  did)  Jet ^  iii.  ^'  Be* 
hold  we  totnt  unto  (hee,  for  thou  art  the  Lord  Oirr  God.  In 
tain  id  fa.Uafioft  expe6^ed  from  the  hills,  Md  frcym  the  molti' 
ttfde  of  motliitsiits :  in  the  Lord  God  stkllie  i»  th^  fatvatiod  of 
bid  people." 

4.  It  implies  application  Of  the  w6rd  to  t  Itnin  binf^clf  in 
pfttticffilsir.  Oh  I  fays  the  nran,  it  is  to  me  that  this  word  of 
threatening,  this  word  of  promife  or  command,^  is  dire£led| 
ttnii  the  Lord  is  pointing  out  me  in  parrticuFalr  by  it^  as 
thoQgh  he  were  calling  me  by  nanre  and  fitnaihe^  There  ate 
fbitie  hrarers  that  hare  a  dexterity  of  apptyi^  the  Word  UM 
others ;  Oh,  will  they  fay,  the  nrinifter  met  with  fuck  a  one, 
he  fell  foal  upon  foeb  a  man  or  party :  but  thoifgfa  thcfif  oiTfl 
idol  be  tonebed^  they  take  no  notiee  of  that )  Or  whdft  i  Sati* 
our  is  revealed  and  oiFered,  they  imagine  that  tliis  is  on)y  to 
the  ele£t,  or  fo  believers.  But,  Sirs,  they  that  obey  the  v^ce 
of  Chrift,  they  take  hinr  ttp  as  diredlitrg  hid  word  ooto  theM^ 
und  tberejfore  they  bring  it  home  to  their  own  fouls  in  partico* 
W,  as  though  they  heard  Chrifl  fayiHg}  as  Nathan  did  u«td 
Bavid,  "Thou  art  the  man." 

5.  It  implies  an  efteem  and  approbation  of  what  the  Angel 
fpeaks  :  "  Good  is  the  wilf  of  the  Lord.**  The  m^ft's  will 
bends  and  (loops  onto  the  will  of  the  Lord,  when  intimate  to 
him,  either  by  his  word  or  by  his  providence,  ahd  he  loves  and 
approves  it  as "  worthy  of  all  acceptation.**  ,"  O  hoW  love  1  thy 
IdW  !  it  is  my  meditation  all  the  day.  I  eilcefm  all  thy  pre- 
cepts concerning  all  things  to  be  right."  He  cfteems  the  word 
of  promife,  and  rolls  it  like  a  fweet  morfel  under  Ms  tongue, 
fayinj;,  **  It  is  fwceter  to  me  than  honey  from  the  honey- comb:" 
he  crtecms  the  word  of  command,  and  cries,  "  I  dcfig^rt  in  the  . 
Jaw  of  the  Lord,  after  the  inward  man  ;**  he  would  have  h  writ* 
ten  in  his  heart,  and  hid  in  his  inner  parts. 

6*  It  implies  a  regulating  of  heart  and  life  according  to  the 
voice  of  Chrift  in  his  word.  The  man  is  not  (imply  a  hear- 
er, but  a  doer  of  the  word.  "  He  that  doth  the  wUl  of  God, 
fhall  know  of  the  doftrine,  whether  it  be  of  Odd,  or  whether 
i  fpc:.fk  of  my felf."  There  are  many  hearers  of  the  gofpel, 
who  gather  tip  mere  of  thf  manna  of  the  word  than  they  make 
good  ufc  of;  they  haVe  it  iSHheir  heads  and  memories,  but  it 
2  never 
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tierer  either  enters  into  their  heart  or  praAice;  and  fo  it  turns 
to  the  worms  and  vermin  of  pride  and  hypocrif|r)  and  fo  lands 
in  their  4eftruAion,  not  in  their  edification.  But  they  that 
hear  the  voice  of  Chrift  in  his  word  bv  faith,  they  (ludy  to  re- 
duce ail  into  praflice  ;  hence  it  189  tnat  the  light  of  the  word 
within  them  (hines  out  in  their  walk^  fo  as  others  <'  feeing 
-their  good  works,  are  made  to  glorify  their  Father  which  is  in 
heaven/'  Thus  you  fee  what  is  implied  in  obeying  the  voice 
cf  the  AngeL 

Tht  fourth  thing  upon  this  ufe,  was  to  offer  fome  confidera- 
tions  to  excite  and  engage  you  to  hear  and  obey  the  voice  of 
-the  great  Angel  of  God's  prefence.  You  fee  here  that  the 
command  of  God  is  exprefs  and  peremptory  upon  thishead,  Be^ 
-ware  of  Um^  and  obey  his  voice;  which  is  the  very  fame  with  that 
voice  three  times  iflbed  out  from  the  excellent  glory  concerning 
4iim,  when  he  was  yet  in  a  ftate  of  humiliation,  **  This  is  my 
•beloved  Son,  in  whom  I  am  well  pleafed  %  hear  ye  him."  The 
frequent  repetition  of  this  charge  plainly  fays,  that  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  the  lad  Gonfequence  and  moment  unto  us,  that  we  indeed 
obey  his  voice.    To  excite  you  to  it, 

Confider,  i.  Whofe  voice  it  is  that  you  arc  required  to  obey. 
Tou  fee  here  that  it  is  the  voice  of  the  Angel  of  God  in  the 
.preceding  vcrfe,  "  Behold,  1  fend  mine  Angel  before  thyface, 
to  lead  thee/*  &c.  Chrift  is  called  an  Art^ely  becaufe  he  is  the 
•Sent  of  God,  or  the  great  Aml}a{rador  of  Heaven,  the  Meflen- 
ger  of  the  covenant,  who  was  much  fought  after  by  the  faints 
under  the  Old  Tellament,  Mai.  iii.  r.  It  is  not  the  voice  of 
any  created  angel,  but  of  the  great  uncreated  Angeli  even  the 
JLord  and  the  Prmce  of  angels,  for  ^'by  inheritance  he  has 
obtained  a  more  excellent  name  than  they.*'  This  Angel  has 
Jk-name  above  every  name  that  can  be  named,  whether  in  this 
world,  or  in  that  which  is  to  come,  and  is'fet  down  at  the  right 
'hand  of -God,  far  above  all  principality,  and  power,  and  might, 
tsnd,  dominion,  and  hath  all  things  put  under  his  feet :  and 
•therefore  beware  of  him^  and  obey 'his  voice.  If  you  aflc  further 
whofe  voice  it  is  r  I  anfwer,  It  is  the  voice  of'^the  great  Mcf- 
Jiah,  whom  the  world  was  expelling  with  impatience  for  the 
^fpace  of  four  thoufand  years.  It  is  the  voice  of  Immanutl, 
-QoA'ttiXtiyCod  Hvith  us-f  the  voice  of  God  fpeaking  in  our  na- 
ture, for  ••*  he  took  not  pn  him  the  nature  of  angels,  but  the 
♦feed  of  Abraham;"  Oh!  (hall  we  not  hear  the  voice  of  an 
-incarnate  God,  or  of  God  manifefted  in  the  fleih  ?  It  is  the 
voice  of  a  Redeemer,  O  finner,  who  has  paid  a  ranfom  to  juf- 
tice  for  thee,  that  thou  may  not  go  down  to  the  pit.  Oh  !  now 
*hard  is  it  that  he  ihould  pour  out  his  foul  unto  death,  and  bear 
•the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  the  wrath  of  the  Father  for  us,  and 
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yet  not  to  get  ^  heiring  from  us  ?    It  ,ia  the  vc»cex>f  a  Media- 
tor who  negotiates  thy  peace  with  6od,'0  finner^.aiid  who 
has,  to  effe^uate  die  reconciliation  between  God  and  itiaii^ 
endured  the  crofs,  and  defpifed  theih^me,  and  is  now  at  the 
Tight  hand  of  God,  in  the  quality  of  an  advocate  with  |he  Fa- 
ther,  making  intercffSon  for  t^e  tran^reflbrfir .  Woivld  it  not 
be  reckoned  ftrange,  if  a  client,  who  has  a  caufti  of  great  ioif 
portance  depending  before  a  court,  fliould  refufe  to  obey  the 
voice  of  his  advocate,  who  pleads  his  caufe  ?     It  is  the  voice 
of  thy  Surety,  O  finner«  who  has  paid  thy  debt,  and  fatisEed  for 
all  thy  crimes,  *^  He  was  woundc^d  for  thine  iniquities,  bruifed 
for  thy  tranfgreflions,"  he  has  paid  the  round  fum  iinder  which 
thou  had  drowned  for  ever ;  and  yet  (hall  he  not  get  a  hearii^i 
It  is  the  voice  of  the  Shepherd  of  Ifrael,  diat  '^  leads  Jofeph 
like  a  flock,  and  who  gathers  the  lambs  with  his  arme,.  who 
carries  them  in  his  bofom  }"  and  will  not  the  (beep  hear  die 
voice  of  their  Shepherd  ?    It  is  the  voice  of  the  great  Prophet, 
who  reveals  the  will  of  God  for  our  falvation..    The  voice  of 
the  great  Pried  of  the  New  Teftamcnt  church,  who  is  over 
the  houfe  of  God,  and  hath  the  keys  of  the  houfe  -haiagiog  at 
his  girdle,  and  who  Qpens,  and  no  man  (huts,  and  (huts,  and    ; 
no  man  opens.     It  is  the  voice  of  Zion's  King  ;  and  (hali  not 
the  children  of  Zion  hear  and  obey  the  voice  of  their  King,    \ 
who  *^  rules  in  Jacobs  and  to  all  the  ends  of  the  earth  ¥*  It  is 
the  voice  of  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.     It  is  the 
voice  of  the  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth.     In  a  woixi,  you 
fee  in  the  context,  it  is  th^  voice  of  God,  and  not  of  man ; 
the  name  and  nature,  the  majefty  and  glory  of  bis  eternal  Fa- 
ther is  in  him,  Obey  bis  voice ,  for  my  name  is  in  hhn  :  .and  in 
ver.  22.  '^  rhou  (halt  obey  his  voice,  and  do  all  that  I  fpeak.'' 
He  and  the  Father  are  one  in  nature,  and  have  one  and  the 
fame  voice  *,  and  Qiould  not  this  engage  you  to  obey  it  ? 

Confider,  2.  To  whom  this  voice  is  dire£le<K  You  fee  that 
it  is  direded  to  men,  and  to  the  fons  of  men^^  Prov.  viii.  4^ 
''  Unto  you,  O  rncn,"  fays  Chriil  the  cH'cntial  Wifdom  of  God, 
*'  do  I  call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the  fgns  of  men."  Aqd  what  is 
man  that  he  (hould  ware  a  word  of  his  mouth  upoti  hiro  ? 
^'  Man  in  his  belt  ellate  is  altogether  vanity."  Adam  in  his 
bed  innocence,  what  was  he,  but  juft  a  piece  of  red  clay,  en- 
livened by  the  breath  of  the  Almighty,  and  beautified  with  his 
image  ?  £ut  what  is  man  in  his  fallen  edate  ?  He  is  ten 
thoufand  times  ^^  worfe  thaii  nothing  and  vanity.''  Oh  1  fin* 
ner,  **  look  to  the  rock  whence  thou  art  hewn,  and  the  hole 
of  the  pit  whence  thou  wad  digged,"  and  thdu  wilt  find  thy 
genealogy  derived  from  hell,  a  child  of  the  d^vil,  an  faefar  of 
wrath,  dead  in  trefpafles  and  GnS|  lying  under  the  curfe  of  a 
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btaken  law^and  the  fentence  of  death^evetjr  moment  Ijringupoa 
the  brink  of  utter  deftruflion  ;  and  (hall  not  fuch  a  creaturd 
M  this  hear  and  obey  the  voice  of  the  great  God,  ifliied  forth 
by  the  Angel  of  his  firefence  ?  in  (hort,  there  is  not  a  foul 
hesaaa^  mc,  but  the  voice  of  the  Angel  is  directed  to  you  in 
parttpular,  as  much  as  though  there  were  none  hearing  me 
but  thyfelf ;  for  we  preach  this  gofpeJ,  and  (bund  the  trumpet 
ctf  the  law»  to  every  crenture,  every  rational  creature,  on  this 
fide  of  helK  Art  thou  a  finncr  ?  His  voice  to  thee  from  mount 
Sinai:  is,  ^The  foul  that  finneth,  (hail  die :"  but  his  voice  from 
moiant  ZMnts,  He  /<  came  not  to  call  the  righteous,  but  Gn* 
nerff'to  lepenfance  ;  he  come  not  to  condemn  the  world,  but 
that  the  world  through  him  might  be  faved."  In  diort,  let 
tby  fins  be  never  fo  many»  and  never  fo  highly  aggravated,  yet 
his-voiclE^  if  thou  be  out  o( hell,  to  thee,  16,.  <*  I  am  the  door: 
by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  fhall  be  favcdi  Whofoever 
Cometh  unto  me^I  will  in.  no  wife  caft  out/'  And  where  the 
Angci  makes  no  exception,,  hi-isnone  of  our  budnefs  to  except 
Durfdves,  or  to  (core  our  own  name  out  of  hb  commilfion^ 
(Aad  I  know  nothing  that  can  exclude  you  out  of  his  commif» 
fiooy  hut  final  unbelief  c  that  doth  it  efiediually ;  for  the  Angel 
%Bvfeaf  has  (md,  ^^Hjc  thar  belie veth  not,  (hail  not  fee  lifie; 
but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on  him/* 

Confider,  3.  After  what  manner  the  Angel  of  God  is  crying 
to  jom  in  this  gofp«l* 

ifi.  He  crie»  openly  from  the  tops  of  the  high  place9#  and  ia 
the  chief  places  of  ooncourfe. 

2d/y^  He  cries  audibly ;  he  does  not  mutter^  or  peep,  but  he 
fpcaiks  upi  he  fpealqK  out,  he  cries  aloud,  as  with  the  found  of 
a  triimpetf  he  makes  bo  (ecret  of  his  commiffion  to  yon. 

jdly^Hc  cries  importutiately.  O  how  loth  is  he  to  take  'a 
tefufal  at  the  hands  of  k>(k  finners  !  he  beleeches  you  to  be  re*> 
concikd  to  bim^  and  to  God  through  him;  he  cries  and  weeps 
ovei  Jerufalem,  Luke  xix.  41.  *'  When  he  beheld  the  city,  htt 
wept  over  it/'  and  would  as  gladly  have  ^^li^ervi  them,  /*  as 
die  hcA  gachereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings.'' 

4iUj^iic  cries  with  an  alluring  and  cUarming  voice:  ^<  Wtf 
have  piped"  unto  you,  and  ye  have  not  danced;- we  have  mourni- 
cd  unto  youy  and  ye  have  net  lamemed."  He^  as  it  were,  fuita 
his  voice  unto  the  cafe  of  the  finiier,  to  fee  if  any  way  he  may 
be'';Ultired,  And  drawn  tp  him.  Oh  Sirs !  hear  the  voice  of  the 
charmer,  charming  never  fo  wifclv. 

jtUftHc  is  very  conftant  in  his  cty,'bc  ftretches  out  his 
hand  all  the  day  long,  faying,  **  Behold  me,  behold  me^  Bc^ 
boU,  I  ftand  at  the  door,  and  knock:  If  any  man  will  hear  mj 
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voice,  and  ope]>  the  door,  I  will  come  in  and  fup  widi  hiin>  andF 
he  with  me," 

.  Confider,  4.1^ho  concurs  with  the  voice  of  the  great  An^ 
gel  of  the  covenant.  His  voice  alone  (hould  command  our  a^ 
tentton  \  but  there  is  a  manifold  concurrence  of  voices  with  his 
from  heaven  above,  and  from  earth  beneath,  all  inviting  and 
requiring  you  to  6bey  his  voice. 

i^,  The  voice  of  the  Father  concurs,  faying,  Obey  bis  voice, 
for  wj?  name  is  in  him.     Hear  ye  him^for  this  is  my  beloved  Son,  , 

2d/yj  The  voice  of  the  Holy  Gholl  concurs:  HeU. iii.  7. 
*'  As  the  Holy  Ghoft  fakh.  To-day  if  ycr  will  hear  his  voice.*' 
So  that,  in  this  refpefl,  it  is  to  (in  againd  the  Holy  Ghoft.  not 
to  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  and  that  is  a  dangercui 
rifk:  and  if  you  continue  to  reject  the  voice  of  the  Spirit  in  the 
Son,  it  (hall  never  be  forgiven  you,  cither  in  this  world^or  in 
that  which  is  to  come.  .  .,, 

^dfyf  The  voic^  of  all  the  angels  in  heaven  concurs.  .If  they 
were  allowed  to  fpeak,  as  they  did  at  his  nativity,  they  wojilcl 
with  one  voice  cry,  O  hear  the  voice  of  yoUr  great  JLord  and 
Mailer,  for  to  you  -^as;  he  bom,  and  for  you  did  he  die, 
*'  Peace  on  earth,  and  good-will  towards  nian."  And  when 
a  finner,  by  faith,  obeys  the  voice  of  Chrift,  there,  is  joy  in 
heaven  among  the  angels  of  God. 

4ti/y,  The  voice  of  all  faithful  minifters,  the  friends  of  the 
Bridegroom,  is,  to  hear  his  voice,  and  obey  it.  We  arc  but  his 
heralds,  through  whom  his  voice  is  conveyed  to.  you;  and 
**  as  though  God  did  bcfeech  you  by  us,  we  pray  you  in 
Chrift'a  ftcad,  bC'  ye  reconciled  to  God.*' 

Sihiy,  rhc  voice  of  the  bride  concurs ;  all  true  believerst 
who  luive  already  believed  or  obeyed  his  voice  :  Rev.  xxiL  17. 
•*  The  Spirit  and  the  bride  fay.  Come-  And  let  him  that 
heareth,  fay,  Come.  And  let  him  that  is  athirft,  come :  And 
whofoever  will,  let  him  come  and  take  of  the  waters  of  life 
freely.** 

Coniidcr,  5.  The  evil  and  danger  of  difobeying  the  voice  of 
the  great  Angel,  who  is  now  fpeaking  to  you  from  heaven, 
y  ou  fee  in  the  words  of  my  text  there  is  an  awful  certification 
added  with  refpe^  to  tkrie  thatldo  not  obey  his  voice,  Oiey 
his  voice f  provoke^  him  not :  for  be  imll  not  pardon  your  tranfgref 
fions,  1  Ihall  more.  pArtitulariy  rcprefent  the  danger  of  not 
obeying  the  voice  of  Uhrift, '  fpeaking  particularly  in  a  gofpel- 
difpenfation. 

i^.  It  is  an  egregious  affront  offered  unto  the  glorious  Ma- 
jeffy  of  God^  not  to  obey  the  voice  of  Chrift.  This  is  implied 
here,  My  name  is  in  himy  and  therefore  qbey  his  voice. ;  for  if 

he 
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he  be  dibbeycd  and  difrc}2;ardedy  I  look  upon  it  as  an  indignity* 
dorie  to  myrelf.  Hence  Chrift  tells  us  in  the  New  Teftament,. 
"  He  that  defpifeth  me,  difpifeth  him  that  fent  me."  It  is  the 
Fatber^s  will,  «<  that  all  men  ihould  honour  the  Son,  even  aa> 
Aitj  hooow  the  Father."  Oh  Sirs  t  unbelief,  which  is  th& 
fundamental  a£l  of  difebedtence  to  the  voice  of  the  Angel,  i» 
fuch  an  afiront  to  the  Majefty  of  God»  that  it  ^ives  the  lie  ta 
a  whole  Trinrty,  Father,  Son>  and  Holy  Ghoft  :  "  He  that 
believeth  not,  hath  made  God  a  liar.'^  And  ^*  will  you  pro-; 
toke  the  Lord  to  jealoufy  ?  are  you  ftronger  than  he  ?" 

adljf  Confider,  that  God  will  require  it^  if  the  voice  of  the 
Angel  be  difebeyed.  You  fee  an  awful  word  f  this  purpofe. 
Dent*  xviii.  i8.  19.  ^  I  will  r:ufe  them  up  a  Prophet  from 
among  their  brethren,  like  unco  theei  and  will  put  my  words 
in  his  mouthy  and  he  (hall  fpeak  unto  them  81U  that  I  ihall 
Qommand  him.  And  it.  ihall  come  to  pafs,  that  whpfoevec 
will  not  hearken  unto  my  words  which  be  (hall  jfpeak  in  my 
nanle,  I  will  require  it  of  him." 

.  .  I^efi,  How  is  it  that  God  doth  require  or  refent  it»  when 
Ibc  voice  of  .Chriity  the  great  Angel  of  the  covenant^  is  dif- 
obeycd?  .    , 

1  anfwer  in  general.  He  refents  it  by  fixing  the  rmner  under 
the  curfe  and  condemnation  of  the  broken  law.  Chrift  cpqieSf 
ia  a  gofpel-difpenfation»  unto  a  company  of  finners,  who  aro 
alresidy  eondcmned,  and  fcntenced  to  death  by  the  fin  of  thq 
6rft  Adam,  and  their  own  original  and  aAual  fin,  and  ofiers 
to  liberate  them  from  the  condemnatory  fentencc  that  the 
law  has  laid  them  under  ^  he  cfiers  himfelf  as  a  fponfible 
Surety,  to  (land  between  ihem  and  all  haaard>  fo  as  there 
fliall  be  no  condecQnaf  ion  to  them,  if  they  will  believe  in  him. 
Well,  the  finner,  by  unbelief,  rejects  the  blciTed  Surety  and 
Saviour,  he  defpifes  the  riches  of  G/od's  grace,  and  choofes  to 
iiand-  upon  the  footing  of  his  own  righteoufnefs,,  or  to  caft 
himfelf  upon  the  abfolute  mercy  of  Gk>d.  :  And  what  is  the 
fruit  of  this  ?  God  revenges  the  afironts  and  indignities  done 
to  his  Son,  by  cafting  back  the  finner  that  rejeded  his  great 
ordinance  for  falvation,  unto  the  hand  of  the  law  as  a  cqve- 
nant ;  and  then  he  is  curfed  and  condemned  to  purpofe,  and 
the  vengeance  of  the  law  is  doubled  through  his  contempt  of 
Chrift,  the  only  remedy.  Hence  we  arc  told,  John  iii.  **  He 
that  believeth  not,  is  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath  of 
God  abideth  on  him  :"  and.  Oh !  ^  who  knows  the  power  of 
liis  wrath,"  that  abideth  on  them  that  refufe  to  obey  the  voice 
of  Chrift  in  this  gofpel  ? 

I  wUl  only  tell  you  in  a  few  particulars  further,  what  will 
follow  upon  it,  if  ye  do  not  hear  the  cries  that  the  Ange]  of 
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Qod*8  prcfence  has  be^ff  ftndin^ioi  aiiiong..^poa,'t>y:fiib  wbftt 
aftrf  phyvkJtmiFaf  difpen/arions.  ■?         -.        :  .-:  '*•:■. 

(  r. )  Sii^  will  g^t  the  fuii  power  and  a&endint  over  jnif  ;  tiorr 
wi.Hbe^iren  up  to  the'  empire  andTeif^it  oi:  yout  own*  hifhsf 
tl^an  which  there  GMixK)t  be  a  greater  juilf^femeift  tin  tbii  ftde 
of  hell :  Pfal.  Ixxti.  lU  **  My  people  Uiotiifci  oer  hearkefa'tti 
my  Totce:  and  ifrael  \vo»W  none  of  nic^  Wberefofe  J  gaue 
them  up  unto  their  own  iveart&  iulls.:  abdthey  walked^ttfter 
fheit  own  eotinfclis."  And  wiiatwilLthe  nsanitiek  af,  that  10 
given  lip  ta  ^he  ecmnfels  of  a  deceirfvl  and  •dc4)en'td]y. wicked 
hearti  where  the  feed  of  all  fin  is-lod^redu  '?  )  .  ,   - 

•  (2.)  Wheii  the  Torce  of  she  angel  >s^  not  regarded^  hcd^ 
n^fitiherij  imdet  a  judicial  hardnefs  of  heavt^  fi  as.  aVUr mean* 
for  fetoverffhali  prote  utterly  TM&Aual.  Gdd  fifibe»  Pha^ 
rack  jmd^^  EjrfP^Ktn^-^th  hardaHefii  o£  heMt^  ^CiufeA^f 
iMrOiirM'itot  hfesiifkc»u»itd  the  command  cV-tlie  Aogd,  te^uiring 
fhifn^  to^  letlfriiet  go^  God  lays  oonocrniniff  fhe-finitef  thaK^iy 
difqbedient  to  the  voice  of  Chrift,  ^*  iie'is;ifmned  toiiiB  fdokK^ 
lef  htinr  alone/*  My  Spirit  Ihall  kt  -  biiii  aioffer'afld  et9&.to 
ftrive  wrth  hijt>«'  lliy  miniftersr  let  h^^l^ney^'^fe'^aadd 
preach  him  dead  and  lifelefs,  and  fenfelefsy  If.  vi.  Coitfcicfia^ 
W'bkn  alone,  aAd  ceafe  to  be  a  i^epnwei;.'  -  Rod  acrid  «AiAion, 
lefhim  aloM,  M^nv-htm  peace  and' profpcrity  in 'his  wtyfUiU 
til  he  and  I  »>eet  if^etber  upon  the^ack  )»f  dcpih.-  iDb  bo«r 
difma'^  is  the  cafe  of  the  frniicT  .wheit  ic:cofiie<;4HD^*  this  'voiiDh  ki 
<''  I  would  have  purged  tbein,  and  they  wt«ld  not  ber  pitr^Af 
fhcfrefore -they  fiialt  not  be  purged  from  their  filtfaiifefe  any 
more,  till  I  have  eaufrd  my  fury  to  reft  upon-  them.** 

(3.}  The  GUffe  of  Ood  mingled  itfdf  wkb every  thing  in  a 
man's  k>t|  that  wtM  not  obey  the  voiige  of  the  Angel  t4fat  ha« 
the  name  of  God  in  him.  If  the  man  have  fulnefs^  anid-  prof^ 
peritvs  the-curfe  of  God  follows  him  therey  ib^hac  hie  bread 
is  baken>  and  hi« drink  mingled  with  a  cutie^^^  Deut^  itxtiiL  15. 
MaL  ii.  2.  &c*  If  troubJe  arrrd  afflidien  be  lipon  the  man^ 
the  cairfe  of  God  is  in  that  eup  alfo  i  his  temporal  troubles  are 
bui^  the  beginnings  of  forrow8»  the  prelibatioit  and  foretaftei 
of  the  cBp  of  trembluig,  that  he  fhall  drink  through  eternity; 
they  are  but  like  ibme  drops  of  rain  to  the  fall  fliower  upon 
the  wicked  ;  God  is  determined  to  rain  fnares,  fire^  and  brim« 
ftone,  thi€  fhall  be  the  portion  of  their  cup.        , 

(4.)  Public  defolatior.,  and  down-hewing  of  churches  and 
nations,  frequently  follows  upon  difobcdicnce  to  the  voice  of 
the  Angel.  *'  Be  ioftru£^ed,  O  Jerufalem,  ltd  I  make  thee 
defolatc,  a  land  cot  inhabited."  Jerufalem  and  ^he  templei 
where  are  they  now  ?  what  is  become  of  the  once  famous 
church  and  nation  of  the  Jews,  God's  peculiar  people  ?  Their- 

land 
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Sttni  h^llj^uedJinn  3¥t$  and  the  fongs  of  the^emfic  ar^  turned 
idto  mdanoholy  ^wlings.  Why,  :what  is  the  meanixig  of  the 
brat  «f  Gad*«  loti^  contipued  anger  againil  his  aacient  people 
f6x  ihe  Tpaice  eif  feveittcen  hundred  y  tars  i  Wby«  the  Aogcl 
bttc  fpoiitn  ofy  **  came  unto  his  own,  and  his  own  received 
him  not  >  he  "would  have  gathered  them,  as  a  ben  doth  her 
chicJcfcni  under  her  wings«  and  they  would  not;''  and  dierc- 
fotCf  *\MiM^  iheir  houfe  and  land  is  left  unto  them  defo« 
laJte." 

In  a  word,  to  (hut  up  this  confiiieration  according  to  the 
ioftfodions  that  we  hav^  received  from  our  grciit  Lord,  1  pro- 
.daim.from  this  high  place  of  the  city  of  God,  *<  Wo  unto  the 
'wiekedy  it.4haH  be  ill  with  hicn  :  for  the  reward  of  his  hands 
-AaU  be  given  him,**  K.  iii.  11.  Perhaps  you  may  think  our 
,wonla.f»e  but  wind  ;  but  remember  that  they  will  be  a  heavy 
.wind  itO;  you  ere  ait  be  done.  It  is  not  pur  word,  but  tiic 
Woi^-ef?God  proclaimed  by  us,/*  Wo  unto  the  wicked,  it  (hall 
i>c  ill  with  iiira,'* 

(i.)  It  «£11  be  ill  widi  you  in  the  day  of  perfonal  or  public 
diilrcfs,  when  an  angry  and  revenging  God  will  meet  you  in 
the  face,  whatever  hand  you  turn  to :  **  Whither  will  ye  fiy 
from  his  prefence  i'*    -. 

(2.)  l\  will  be  ill  with  you  in  the  day  of  death,  when  that 
^rim  meflc*nger  of  the  Lord  of  hods  is  coming  with  that 
heavy  inefiage,  "  TIhs  day  thy  foul  ihall  be  taken  from  tht€^^* 
Oh  !  what  a  comfortlefs  creature  is  a  Chriftlefs  Tinner  in  the 
day  of  death,  when  his  riches^  honours,  profits,  pleafures, 
lands,  houfes,  relations,  and  ail  things  that  he^ored^t^re  bid« 
ding  him  a  final  &rewell  ! 

(3.)  It  fliall  go  ill  with  yom  on  the  back  of  death.  When 
you  begin  to  look  into  that  awful  and  eternal  worl^,  what 
horror  and  ccnfuficn  will  fcize  you,  whci?,  inftead  of  angels 
to  carry  ybu  into  Abraham's  oofom,  you  (hall  meet  legions  of 
devils  to  hurry  you  down  to  the  lake  th^t  bums  with  fire  and 
brimftone !  '  '      ■  . 

(4.)  It  fliall  be  ill  with  the  wicked  wliO  refufe  to  heat  the 
voice  of  .Ch rift  now,  at  the  refurrtdion  and  the  laft  judge- 
:mcot.  ;You  that  rcfufc  him  a  hearing  now,  you  will  hear 
him  at  th^tday,  faying,  "  Bring  forih  tiicfe  mine  enemies  w1k> 
woiftld  not  that  I  ihoTild  reign  over  them,  and  flay  them  be- 
fore mc  *,'*  he  will  then  *'  tear  in.  pieces,  when  there  is  npne 
to  deliver.'* 

(5.)  k- ihall  he  ill  n'ith  the  wicked  Aftpr  the  laft  judge- 
uneirt,  throug-h  ail  etcmity,  when  *'  the  wicked  (hall  be  turned 
into-rhcH, .wiihwiH  the  nations  .th^^V  forget  God:"  there  the 
^ moke  of  vour  burning  fliall  go  up  for  ever  and  ever,  and  you 
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ihall  there  through  eternity  be  crying  nif^th  Dives^  for  a  ctrop 
of  water  to  cool  the  tip  or  your  tongue,  and  it  (hall  'not  lie 
allowed.  Oh  !  confider  thefe  things^  ye  that  forget  God;  ye 
that  ftop  the  ear^  and  pull  away  the  Aoulder  from  the  voice 
and  cries  of  the  Angel ;  let  the  terrors  of  God  perfuade  you  to 
confider  what  you  are  doing,  before  it  be  too  late. 

Confider,  6.  To  excite  you  to  hearken  to  the  voice  and  cries 
jof  the  Angel,  the  advantage  that  (haH  Tedeund  to  you*  if  yea 
give  him  che  hearing  and  obedience  of  faith.  I  ihall  inftance 
in  a  few  particulars  among  many« 

ift^  Give  him  the  hearing  of  faith,  and  your  fouls  (hall  live 
1)efore  the  Lord.  Remember,  Sirs,  that  oefore  God  you  are 
'all  dead  men,  dead  in  law,  ^  dead  in  trefpafies  and  fins  fhxit  that 
moment  you  hear  and  obey  the  voice  of  God^^  Angel,  ^  your 
fouls  ihall  live,"  If.  Iv.  3.  John  xi.  25.  *•  I  am  the  refarre^lion, 
and  die  life :  he  that  beUeveth  in  me,  though  he  Wore  dead, 
yet  (hall  he  live."  The  man  that  gives  the  obedience  of  faith 
unto  Chrid,  he  begins  to  live  a  life  oFj unification  :  being  aC- 
foilzied  from  the  fentence  of  the  broken  law,  he  is  veiled 
-with  a  law-fulfiUing  righteoufnefs,  whereby  he  is  able  to  ait« 
fwer  every  charge  that  the  broken  law  has  againft  Um.  He 
begins  to  live  a  life  of  fan^lification  :  che  law  of  the  Spirit 
'of  life  in  Chrift  Jcfus,  makes  htm  free  from  the  law  of  fin 
and  death}  fo  that  fin  (hall  not  have  dominion  over  him,  he 
not  being  under  the  law,  btit  "  under  grace  ;  being  dead  to 
the  law  as  a  covenant  by  the  body  of  Chrift,  and  married  to  a 
better  hufband^  "he  brings  forth  fruit  unto  God."  Hear  the 
-voice  of  the  Angel,  and  ye  iliail  live  a  life  of  confolation,  or 
comfort :  "  They  that  know  the  joyful  found,  they  (hall  walk 
in  the  light  of  the  Lord's  countenance,  and  in  his  name  (hall 
they  rejoice  all  the  day  long."  Hear,  and  ye  (hall  live  a  life 
<}f  communion  with  the  Father,  and  with  the  Son  ;  ye  (hall 
be  "  filled  with  jay  unfpcakable,  and  full  of  glory."  Hear  the 
voice  of  the  Angel,  and  your  fouk  (hail  live  a  life  of  eternal 
and  immediate  vifion  and  fruition  of  God  in  glory  ;  for  "  he 
that  believetllin  tlic  name  of  ttie  Son  of  God,  hath  cverlafting 
iife,  and  (hall  ae^er  come  into  condemnation."  Thus  if  ye 
hear,  your  fouls  (hall  live.  And,  Oh  !  what  a  great  matter  is 
this?  All  things  clfe  are  but  trifles  in  comparifon  of  this 
arte  thing  medful-^^^  What  is  a  man  profited,  if  he  gain  the 
whole  world,  and  lofc  his  own  foul  ?" 

2  J/y,  Hear  and  obey  the  voice  of  the  Angel,  and  not  only 
Ihall  thy  foul  live,  O  finner,  but  thou  (halt  live  in  honour  and 
preferment.  God  the  Father  has  fuch  a  regard  for  that  foal 
that  obeys  the  voice  of  his  Son  Jcfus  Chriil,  that  he  allows 
ihem  places  among  them  that  (land  by ;  he  prefers  chem^  as  it 
1  were 
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^eteji  tintof  pods  of  honour  in  his  court,  John  xii.  26.  ^  If  any 
hsan  ferve  me,  him  will  myTathcr  honour  :"  and  the  Angel 
of  the  covenant  declares,  that  *^  he  that  honoureth  nr.e,"  by 
obeying  my  vorce,  *^  I  will  honour  him  s  but  he  that  defpifeth 
me,"  and  dirobeys  my  voice,  "  fliall  be  lightly  efteemed."  I 
will  tell  you  of  fcveral  pieces  of  honour  defigned  for  all  that 
obey  the  voice  of  Chrift,  however  much  tliey  may  be  difho- 
noured  and  contemned  in  the  ^orld. 

(i.)  Obey  the  Angel's  voice,  and  ye  (hall  be  preferred  to  the 
dignity  of  being  the  fons  of  God.  And,  behold,  what  man- 
ner of  honour  is  this,  for  the  heirs  of  hell  to  have  a  name  and 
a  place  in  God's  houfehold,'  a  name  better  than  of  fons  and 
daughters  among  men.  Ye  (hall  be  no  more  *^  alienp  and 
foreigners,  but  fellow-citizens  with  the  faints,  and  of  the 
houfehold  of  God.*'  VhU  honour  have  all  that  yield  the  obe- 
dience of  faith  to  the  voice  of  the  Angel :  John  i.  12.  "  But, 
as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power  to  becomd 
the  fons  of  God,  even  to  them  that  believe  on  his  name/' 

(2.)  Obey  the  voice  of  the  Angel,  and  ye  (hall  be  preferred 
to  be  royal  conforts  to  the  King  of  glory;  ye  (hill  be  the  bridc> 
the  Lamb^s  wife,,  married  to  your  Maker  and  Redeemer,  be- 
trothed unto  him  in  righteoufnefs,  faithfulnefs,  and  loving- 
kindiicfs ;  even  betrothed  unto  him  for  ever.  See  to  this  puf* 
pofe,  Pfal.  xlv-  10.  II.  "  Hearken,  O  daughter,  and  cphfider, 
and  incline  thine  ear;  forget  alfo  thine  own  people,  and  thy 
father's  hioufe.  '  So  (hall  the  King  greatly  defire  thy  beauty." 
Ver.  14.  15.  "  She  (hall  be  brought  unto  the  King  in  raiment 
of  needle- work. — With  gladnefs  and  rejoicing  (hall  they  be 
brought  :.they  (hall  enter  into  the  King's  palace." 

(3.)  By  yielding  the  obedience  of  faith  to  the  voice  of  the 
Angel,  ye  (hall  be  exalted  unto  a  princely  honour  and  autho- 
rity under  the  Prince  of  peace  :  PfU.  xlv.  16.  "  Inftead  of  thy 
fathers  (hall  be  thy  children,  whom  thou  may  (I  make  princes 
in  all  the  earth."  Believers  are  princes  of  Chrift's  creating  1 
Rev.  i.  5.  6.  "  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  waflied  us  from 
our  fms  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings,"  &c. 
They  are  not  born  kings,  but  they  are  made  kings  by  him 
who  **  raifeth  the  poor  out  of  the  dunghill,  and  fets  them 
among  princes,  even  among  the  princes  of  his  people." 

(4.)  By  yielding  the  obedience  of  faich  unto  the  voice  of  the 
Angel,  ye  (hall  not  only  be  made  kings,  but  priefts  unto  God  ; 
and  as  fuch  ye  (hall  be  admitted  to  offer  up  facrifices  upon  the 
golden  altar  before  the  throne  5  and  through  the  much  incenfe 
of  the  blood  incl  interccITion  of  the  Angel,  your  facrifices  and 
offerings  (hall  be  accepted  upon  his  altar.  The  priefts  under 
the  law  were  admitted  into  the  iofy  of  holies ;  fo  are  believers 
Vol.  II.  3  A  uadet 
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under  tfic  Kew  Tcftiitctit,  Hcb.  x.  19.  «*  ttavih jj,' (>fethffen« 

bbldnefs,  to  enter  into  the  holicft  by  the  blo^d  of  J^fUs/' 

And  as  prit'fts  urtto  God,  ye  il^all  Hvfe  Upon  God's  alt^r,  and 

the  great  (aerified  of  Chf in;*s  deirti ;  ye  (ha!!  "  eat  his  icfti, 

and  drink  his  blood,  which  is  meat  indeed,  and  drink  ifldeetl.** 

(5.)  By  obeying  the  Voice  of  th<5  Arigel,  ye  fhall  be  preferlracl 

to  be  fecretanes  of  ftiate  untolhc  gr^at  King.     •*  Unto  you 

it  fhall  be  given  to  know  the  myfterics  of  the  tingdom/' 

\vhich  is  not  gi^eii  lintb  otht^rs  :   "  ^fhe  fecret  o^  thi  Lord  is 

with  them  that  fear  hirn»  and  unto  theiti  he  will  (hew  his  cD« 

veharif/*    The  Angel  of  Gdd's  prcfence.  if  ye  obey  hii  Voice, 

he  will  (hew  you  the  path  of  life,  tbrouigh  which  you  fhall  Jo 

in  and  out,  and  (ihci  patture.     Arid  when  he  is  to  bring  delo- 

latibg  ftrokes  bii  a  land  or  church,  he  will  readily  give  y6U 

fbme  warning  and  intimation  of  it.     When 'Gdd' has  a  Aiiiict 

to  lay  Sodom  lii  afiies,  he  fays,  ''  Shall  I  hid^  from  Ahrahaiti 

the  thing  that  t  do  ?    Whei^  hS  has  a  mind  to  daftroy  the  old 

world)  he  intimates  it  to  righteous  l^oah,  while  he  conceals  it 

from  the  reft  of  the  world  ;  for  **  he  being  warned  of  God  of 

things  hot  feeh  as  yet,  prepared  ah  ark  for  the  faving  of  his 

h6uf<i."    Arid  is  not  this  a  high  dignity  and  hcAo'ur  coiiifefrcd 

on  thera  that  obey  the  voice  of  the  Angel  ?    Tj&hti  xv.  15. 

*'  All  things  that  I  have  heard  of  my  father,  1  haVe  made 

known  unto  ybii," 

(6.)  By  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Ahge),  ye  come  to  be 
members  of  a  royal  fociety  and  corporation,  and  that  even  ia 
this  life.  Heb.  xii.  22 — 24.  we  read  there  of  a  fociety  cbh- 
fifting  of  "  God  the  Judge  oF  all,  jifus  the  Mediator  of  the 
new  covenant,  an  innumerable  company  of  angels,  the  gene- 
ral affembiy  and  church  of  the  firlfl-born,  and  the  ipirits  of 
jufl.  riien  made  perfeft/*  Oh  !  what  ah  honourable  frater- 
nity is  here  !  Yet  that  moment  ye  obey  the  voice  of  the  An- 
gel, ye  tome  to  have  your  names  enrolled  and  rcgiftrate  in  this 
fociety,  and  may  claim  and  plead  all  the  immunities  and  pri* 
vileges  thereof. 

(7.)  Obey  the  voice  of  the  Angel,  and  ye  fhall  be  honoured 
to  have  a  doriiihion  over  death.  Death  hath  dominion  over 
other  men :  but  they  that  obey  the  voice  of  the  Ahgel,  by  be- 
lieving in  his  name,  have  dominion  over  death,  and  may  in- 
fult  it  with  a  holy  triumph,  faying  "  O  death,  where  is  thy 
ftii^g  ?  O  grave,  where  is  thy  viAory  ?"  It  is  a  Urangc  vi^ord 
the  apodle  has,  i  Cor.  iii.  at  the  clofe :  the  apoitle  is  there 
making  an  inventory  of  the  believer's  jointure,  and  among 
other  things  he  adds  this  article,  Death  is  yours.  ^  d,  I  have 
taken  this  laft  enemy,  of  which  you  arc  afraid,  a  captive ;  t 
have  bound  him  in  chains,  taken  away  his  fting,  and  delivered 

binv 
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htin|)Ter  Into  your  hand.  ^  d.  Come  Ut  the  foot  of  faith 
upop  Uis  peck|  tread  upon  this  lion  and  fcorpioti,  fpr^he  canr 
Qot  hurt  you;  yea,  I  driver  him  up  to  you  as  a  fervant,  yea^ 
9S  a  friend,  tp  help  you  home  to  my  company  and  fellowiliip. 
tt  U  indee4  hard  to  convince  a  believer,  efpecially  under  th« 
fpirit  of  bondage,  of  the  friendihip  of  death*  Bqt  I  may  com- 

f>are  the  believer,  iq  this  cafe,  unto  ^Iofcs :  when  ftlofcs  faw 
lis  rod  turned  into  a  ferpenti  he  was  afraid^  and  fled  from  it ; 
but  when  Gpd  commanded  him  to  take  hold  of  it,  he  found, 
that,  initead  of  hurting  him,  it  was  a  harml^f^  thing,  and  did 
him  ^nd  the  children  of  Ifrael  much  fervice :  fo  death  to  abc- 
iieyer,  s^  firft  fight,  is  like  the  rod  turned  to  a  ferpcnt,  it  aft 
frights  him ;  but  whenever  it  is  handled  by  faith,  at  the  com- 
mand of  the  Angel,  indead  of  being  hurt,  it  is  advantageous : 
fo  dif  is  gain.  As  Mofe^'s  rod  divliied  tlie  waters,  and  mad.? 
?  paflage  for  Ifrael  through  the  deept  into  Canaan ;  fo  deatht 
|U  the  hap4  of  faith,  it  opens  the  way  to  the  prpn;:red  land  of 
glory.  PeiLthi  tp  a  believer,  is  like  a  meiri^ngeif  arreAing 
^  n^^U  for  debt,  after  the  debt  is  paid  by  his  cautioner. 
Peathj  a|  God's  meflenger,  arrefts  the  believer,  and  carritrs 
^ifp  into  th^  judgement- feat ;  but  no  fooner  does  the  man 
irpmpear  there,  bpt  immediately  Chrift,  the  gr^at  Advocate  in 
fbe  o^idi^  of  the  throne,  produces  his  difch^irge,  and  the  debt- 
bopk  pf  juflic^  cin<:elled  and  crofs-rfcorcd  by  his  own  bipod. 
Thufi  (hail  it  fare  with  the  man  at  death,  (bat  obeys  the  Angel. 
(?.).  W>cy  ^^c  voic?  of  the  Angel  that  has  his  Father's 
name  in  him,  and  he  will  put  honour  upon  you  at  the  refur* 
re£lion.  He  will  raife  you  up  at  the  lalt  day ;  and  this  vile 
body  of  yours,  that  is  fuch  a  clog  to  your  fpirits,  it  fliall  he 
made  like  unto  the  glorious  body  of  Chrid.  Ye  (liall  be  ai'- 
feflbrs  with  him  in  judgement :  **  Know  ye  not  that  the  faints 
(hall  judge  the  world  ?"  Ye  (hall  fit  upon  thrones,  judging 
the  twclvp  tribes  of  Jfratl  :  •*  To  him  that  ovefcomein  wjll  I 
give  to  fit  with  me  upon  my  throne,  even  as  I  alfo  overcame, 
and  am  fet  down  with  my  Father  upon  his  throne."  Perhaps 
now  the  wicked  never  ceafe  from  troubling  you  one  way  or 
another  ;  thou  art  haraffcd  by  them  in  thy  name,  in  thy  means; 
thou  endures  the  trial  of  cruel  mockings  for  obeying  the  voice 
of  the  Angcl^  as  if  thou  wert  only  a,  hypocrite,  and  one  thai 
affcac4  fmgularity ;  but  be  not  diftourgged  j  this  blaft  will 
blow  pyer^  the  day  of  thy  compl$^te  redemption  draweth  near^ 
and  in  the  morping  of  that  d4y  the  upright  (hall  have  domif 
«ion  over  them  ;  when  they  fliall  be  cryiiig  to  the  rocks  an4 
nipu|itait)S  to  cover  tliem,  thou  (ImU  be  (landing  at  the  right 
hand  of  Chrift,  fliining  like  the  brijghtnefs  of  tlie  firmament, 
yea,  like  the  fun  in  thtf  kingdpm  ofthy  Father. 

(9) 
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(9.)  When  the  lad  judgement  is  over,  if  thou  obey  and , 
follow  the  voice  of  the  Angel,  thbuihalt  enter  the  King's  pJi- 
iace ;  with  gladnefs  and  mirth  on  every  fjde  fhalt  thou  be 
brought  into  it.  Oh  !  when  the  great  Judge  has  difpatched 
the  wicked,  and  all  the  nations  that  forget  God,  into  hell,  with 
the  devil  and  his  angels,  he  will  return  to  the  proper  feat  of  his 
empire,  and  all  his  ranfomcd  on  every  hand  01  him,  with  fongs 
and  everlafting  joy  upon  their  head,  every  one  ftudyitig  to  out- 
do another  in  waibling  out  the  Redeemer's  praifcs,  "  O  wor« 
thy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  to  receive  power,  and  riches, 
and  wifdom,  and  ftrength,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  blef- 
fmg,  and  dominion.  And  fo  flhall  they  be  for  ever  'with  the 
Lord.** 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  fulfil  that  commiffion  among 
ou.  If.  iii.  10.  1 1.  **  Go  fay  to  the  wicked,  It  (hall  be  ill  with 
im  ;  for  the  reward  of  his  hands  fhall  be  given  him  ;  but  fay 
to  the  righteous,  it  fhall  be  well  with  him ;  for  they  ftiall  eat 
the  fruit  of  their  doings,"  in  obeying  the  voice  bf  the  Angel. 
So  that  life  or  death  is  before  you  :  if  you  obey  the  voice  of 
the  Angel,  your  fouls  fhall  live,  and  live  in  honour  with  the 
Lord,  in  time  and  through  eternity  ;•  but  if  ye  will  not  obey 
the  voice  of  the  Angel,  but  go  on  to  provoke  him,  he  will  not 
pardon  your  tranfgreffions,  but  will  purfue  the  quarrel  of  your 
difobedience  to  his  voice  unto  the  lowed  hell,  aiid  through  an 
endlefs  eternity.  So  much  for  the  fourth  thing  in  this  ufe, 
which  w^s  to  offer  fome  confiderations  to  excite  you  to  obey 
the  voice  of  Chrift. 


h; 


ExoD.  xxiii.  21. — Ohe^  his  voice  :for  my  name  is  in  hinL 


THE  ELEVENTH  SERMON    ON  THIS  TEXT. 


BEFORE  I  go  on  to  the  ffih  thing  in  this  ufe,  there  are 
two  or  three  things  in  the  context,  particularly  ver.  20. 
which  I  would  improve  by  way  of  motive,  tolsxcite  you  yet 
further  to  obey  the  voice  of  the  Angel  of  God's  prefence. 
*VBehold,  I  fend  an  Angel  before  thee,  to  keep  thee  in  the 
way,  and  to  bring  thee  into  the  place  which  I  have  prepared." 
The  words  were  indeed  immediately  direfted  to  Ifrael  ac- 
cording to  the  ilefiij  with  relation  to  their  fafe  condufl  through 
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the  howling  wildcrnefs  to  ihc  earthly  Canaan  ;  but  typicalljr 
and  ultimattly  they  pointed  at  Ifracl  according  to  the  fpirit 
under  the  New  Tcftamcnt,  and  Chriil  leading  them  through  the 
MTiKlemefs  of  this  world,  till  they  come  to  the  promifcd  reft 
of  glory  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Jordan  of  death :  and  as  it 
was  the  intereft  of  Ifrael  to  hearken  to  his  voice,  and  obey  it, 
if  ever  they  expeftcd  to  enter  the  earthly  Canaan  ;  fo  in  like 
manner  it  is  the  duty  and  intereft  of  all  gofpel-hcarers,  to  hear 
and  obey  his  voice,  as  ever  they  defire  or  czped  to  enter  the 
threfhold  of  glory. 

And  there  are  thefc  few  particulars  here,  which  I  would 
have  you  to  conGder. 

1.  Hear  the  voice  of  the  Angel,  for  he  is  God's  fend  :  "  Be- 
hold, I  fend  mine  Angel  before  thee,"  &c.  Oh  S:rs  !  fliall 
not  the  fent  of  God  get  a  hearing  among  the  children  of  men  ? 
If  but  the  king  of  Britain  ihould  fend  a  meffenger,  a  herald, 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  I  trow  every  one,  young  and 
old,  would  prick  up  their  ears  to  hear,  and  a  fpeedy  anfwer 
would  be  given  unto  his  commands  :  much  more  if  he  ftiould 
fend  the  prince-royal  with  his  commands.  Well,  Sirs,  here 
is  a  fend  from  the  King  eternal  and  immortal,  in  whofe  hand 
is  the  breath  of  all  living  ;  and  he  has  fent  not  Michael,  Gab- 
riel, Raphael,  or  any  of  the  created  Angels,  but  he  has  fene 
his  Son,  his  only  Son,  the  Son  of  his  bofom,  the  Son  of  his 
delights,  who  is  "  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,  and 
the  exprefs  image  of  his  pcrfon  ;"  and  he  has  "  fent  him  into 
the  world,  not  to  condemn  the  world,  but  that  the  world 
through  him  might  be  faved."  Oh  then  (hall  we  not  hear  and 
obey  his  voice  ? 

2.  Confider  what  a  wonder  it  is,  that  ever  he  fent  him  upon 
the  bulinefs  he  is  come  about.  This  is  intimate  in  the  word 
behold:  **  Behold,  1  fend  an  Angel  before  thy  fact."  Wc  find 
this  title  of  admiration  commonly  prefixed  unto  all  the  adver- 
tifements  given  to  folk  concerning  the  coming  of  Chrift  :  If. 
xlii.  I.  "  Behold  my  fcrvant  whom  I  uphold,"  &c.  Zcch. 
ix.  9.  **  Rejoice  greatly,  O  daughter  of  Zion  ;  (liout,  O  daugh- 
ter of  Jerufalem  :  behold,  thy  King  comcth  unto  thee,"  &c. 
Mai.  lii.  I.  "  The  meffenger  of  the  covenant,  whom  ye  feek, 
and  whom  ye  delight  in,  behold,  he  ilntll  come,  faith  the 
Lord  of  hoftsii"  And  whenever  he  appears  actually  upon  the 
ftage,  the  ang<9s  cry  to  the  (hephenls,  Luke  ii.  •*  Behold,  wc 
bring  you  glad  tidings  of  great  joy."  Oh  !  Sirs,  it  is  the  grcateft 
wonder  that  ever  God  wrought,  even  the  chief  of  the  ways  of 
God,  that  ever  he  fent  his  Son  in  the  nature  of  man  upon  the 
errand  of  our  redemption,  and  that  at  the  price  of  his  own 
blood  and  death  :  "  Behold,  he  comes  with  dyed  garments, 
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ireading  the  win^  prefe  alop^,  fpeaking  in  righteouffif  fi^,  m!gh«^ 
ty  tq  ff^YQf"  ^nd  yet  fli^U  ho  not  ge(  a  h^^ring  when  h^  is 
4?pme  ? 

3«  Confider,  th^t  as  the  Captain  of  the  lord's  hod  is  he  come, 
^s  he  told  JoChua :  "  Behold,  I  fend  an  Angel  h?fp>*c  thee." 
You  have  a  promife  of  him  much  to  the  fapie  pvirppfe.  If. 
ir.  4.  ^*  Behold,  I  have  given  him  for  a  witnefi^  to  the  peoplC| 
fcr  a  leader  aod  commander  to  the  people ;"  and  Mi?*  H-  9t  the 
^Iqfe,  <'  The  breaker  is  come  up  before  tbeiPi  their  I^iqg  fliatf 
pafs  before  ihem,  and  the  Lord  on  the  head  of  thepi.**  Oh  f 
t>ir»f  we  hav^  many  enemies  that  lie  in  our  way  to  glory, 
through  the  howling  wildernefs ;  "  we  wreftU  npt  only  with 
fleih  and  blood,  but  with  principalities  and  powfrs,  a[Qd  th^ 
r<Alf  rs  of  th^  darknefs  of  this  world,  with  fpiritual  wick? dnciT* 
€s  in  high  places  :"  Well,  here  God  has  fen(  h\^,  ^wii  S^,  ^ 
the  Captain  of  qur  falva^on,  to  fight  2^11  pur  battles^,  ^i^d  apr 
^^dingly  to  open  <>Mr  way  to  glory,  <f  Ke  fppiled  princip^liti^ 
and  poN^  er$  on  the  crofi^  j"  and  whenever  th^t  rpufe4  epeipy, 
the  old  ferpents  whofe  head  he  has  bruifed,  begina  to  mAkf  s^Q 
m^^^  V'ppn  hi^  foldier^,  he  is  ay  ready  to  fuecour  and  a0iftf 
^nd  to  ix^ake  their  bow  to  abide  in  its  (\rength  1  he  i^  always 
(landing  at  th^  right  hand  pf  the  popr  traveller  to  glory,  re^dy 
to  uph^d  him  with  the  right  hand  pf  bis  righteovfn^fs.  Np^i 
ihall  npt  foldiers,  fighting  their  way  to  glpry,  ^bey  t^e  ypi(:e 
of  their  Captain,  and  f^jch  an  one  i 

4.  Hear  and  obey  his  voice,  for  he  is  Ifrael's  keeper :  ^^  I 
fend  mine  Angel  bcfgre  thee,  tp  keep  thee  in  th^  way,*'  How 
fopp  would  Ifrael,  in  the  hpwling  wildernefs,  beep  (;pnfMm^cij 
if  he  had  not  been  a  keeper  and  watchman  untp  them  ?  H< 
k<^pt  th^m  from  being  fwallowed  up  by  the  nations  round 
them,  by  ftriking  a  terror  upon  their  fpirits ;  he  k^pt  \h^n\ 
from  being  devoured  by  the  wild  beafts  of  the  wildevncfs,  by 
laying  a  relhaint  upon  them  *,  he  kept  them  from  being  con- 
fymcd  with  the  heat  of  the  fun,  by  fpreading  a  canopy  pf  9 
cloud  over  the  camp  j  he  ktpt  them  from  the  injury  pf  the  night 
by  raifing  a  pillar  of  fire  in  the  midft  of  them  i  he  kept  them 
from  ft  living  with  hunger,  by  paakipg  the  heayep^  to  r^in 
down  mann<^  about  their  tents  \  he  kept  theni  from  pepfhing 
M'iih  drought,  by  niaki»g  the  rock,  /.  e.  the  waters  of  the  rpek, 
to  follow  them  through  ail  the  turns  pf  their  w^y,  Thus  he 
kept  Ifrael  in  their  w^y.  And  a|l  this  was  but  »  fhadpw  of 
what  h^  ia  unto  us  r.ow  under  d>e  New  Teftampnt,  if  we  but 
faw  him  by  ilic.eye  of  faith  ;  hence  i^  that  promife,  with  re i- 
fpe^fl  to  the  churth  under  the  New  Teftament,  If.  iv,  j,  6, 
••  The  Lord  (Ijall  create  upon  every  dwelling-place  pf  mpUHt 
Zion,  and  upon  her  afi'emblies,  ^  gloud  and  fmpke  by  dayi  and 
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^t  lliihing  ot  a  flaming  fire  by  night ;  fot  upon  all  the  glory 
thefc  (hall  be  a  defence.  And  thete  fhall  be  a  tabernacle  tor  a 
fhddowjn  thi  day-lime  from  the  heat,  ahd  for  a  place  of  refuge, 
mild  for  1  (Sovert  frbm  the  ftorm  atia  frorti  the  rain.'*  Hence 
^t\t\  ttlls  us,  that  we  ar^  **  kept  by  the  powef  of  God  through 
f&ith  unto  faivatibn.^*  Shall  not  all  this  engage  us  to  hear  his 
voicd  ? 

5.  ttcaf  aftd  obey  the  vbicc  of  the  Angel,  for  his  errahd  ig 
to  l6ad  and  guide  you  irt  the  right  way  ;  "  He  fhall  keep  you 
in  the  way,  and  bring  you  to  the  place  of  reft."  O  Sirs,  there 
aire  miriy  by-ways  in  the  wildcrncfs,  many  turns  in  the  road 
td  glory,  that  ye  know  hot ;  but  hearken  to  and  obey  the  voice 
of  the  Angel,  for  **  he  brings  the  blind  by  a  Way  they  know 
not,  atid  in  paths  whith  they  have  not  known  ;  he  is  the  Shep- 
herd of  Ifracl,  that  leads  Jofeph  like  a  flock,"  Pfal.  Ixxx.  t.  and 
Pfal.  Ixitviii.  laft  vdrft,  '*  He  fed  them  according  to  the  inte- 
grity of  his  heart :  and  guided  them  by  the  fkilfulnefs  of  his 
hands.*'  Sec  the  way  defcfibed  in  which  he  leads  his  I/raei 
to  glory.  If.  XXXV.  8.  "  An  high-way  (liall  be  there,  and  a 
way,  and  it  iliall  b^  called  the  way  of  holinefs ;  the  unclean 
(hail  hot  pafs  over  it,  but  it  (hall  be  /ot  thofe  \  the  way  faring 
rteh,  though  foob,  Ihall  not  t\t  therein,**  Obey  hii  voice 
then,  as  ever  you  cxpcft  to  be  led  by  the  right  way,  till  you 
con^e  io  the  city  Of  habitation,  *'  Whofe  builaer  and'm^^cr  ii 
God,'' 

6. 1*0  excite  you  to  obey  the  voice  of  the  Angel,  will  you 
coh(idcr  whither  he  leads  thofe  that  follow  and  obey  him  here  ; 
we  ^rc  told  thkt  it  is  *^  a  plkce  prepared  of  God  ;**  that  i% 
to  Canaan  in  the  type,  hut  to  heaven  and  glory  in  the  antitype. 
The  place  that  the  Angel  leads  you  to,  if  you  obey  his  voice, 
18  defcribed  varioufly  in  fcripture.  Sonietimes  called  a  "  houfe, 
and  a  houfe  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens ;  a 
hoiife  of  n\ahy  manfjons,*'  where  there  is  lodging  \tx  all  the 
innumerable  inhabitarits.  Sometimes  it  is  called  "  a  city  that 
has  foundations,  whofe  builder  and  maker  is  God,  the  gates 
of  which  arfe  of  pearls,  the  Rreets  of  it  are  of  pure  gold,  and 
tranfpirent  glafs.*'  Sometimes  called  '*  a  kiiigciom  :  Fear  not, 
latlc  flock ;  for  it  is  your  Father's  good  plcafure  to  give  you 
the  kingdom.  I  appdint  unto  you  a  kingd()m,  as  my  Father 
hath  appointed  unto  me.*'  And  jn  this  kingdom  all  the  inha- 
bitants are  crowned  kings  ;  they  wear  a  crown  of  glory,  life, 
and  rightcoufnefs,  whicn  fadeth  not  away  -,  and  thtv  have 
thrones  to  (it  upon,  yea,  they  fit  with  Chrill  upon  his  throne. 
Sometimes  it  is  c^Ilt  J  "an  .:'i.Titance,  and  an  inheritance 
|hat  is  Incorruprible,  and  u .:  \,  and  that  fadeth  not  away.'* 

If  you  afk  further,  wh^v  ■•:;•:  .:   .1  place  it  is  r     I  anfwer. 
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(i.)  It  IS  a  place  of  life,  for  there  is  no  death  there  ;  it  is  pi'04 
perly  the  land  of  the  Hvingi  and  therefore  commonly  called 
everlafiing  life.  (2.)  A  place  of  health,  for  there  is  no  noxious 
difeales  enter  there :  "  The  inhabitant  (hall  not  fay,  I  am 
iick,'*  Src.  (3.)  It  is  a  place  of  light  for  there  is  no  darknefs 
theie,'  either  of  defertion,  temptation,  or  afflidion:  "  The 
Lord  God  and  the  Lamb  are  the  light  of  the  place.*'  "there 
that  promife  (hall  be  fully  accomplilhed,  "  The  Lord  fhall  be 
thy  everlafting  light,  and  thy  God  thy  glory,'**  (4.)  It  is  a 
place  of  reft:  "There  remaineth  a  reft  for  God's  people. 
They  (hall  enter  into  peace  :  they  (liall  re(i  in  their  beds,  each 
one  walking  in  his  uprightness.''  No  difturbance  there 
through  eternity  from  fin,  Satan,  or  a  wick,ed  world.  (5.)  A 
place  of  joy  and  pleafurc  :  "  In  thy  prefcnce  there  is  fulncfs 
of  joy,  and  at  thy  right  hand  pleafures  for  evermore."  All 
the  inhabitants  "  come  to  it  with  fongs,  and  everlafting  joy 
upon  their  heads,  and  forrow  and  (ighing  (hall  for  ever  flee 
away."  (6.)  A  place  of  plenty,  no  pinching  wants  cither  in 
foul  or  body,  there  they  are  in  -the  mi^  of  all  fulnefs,'*  &c. 
(7.)  It  is  a  place  of  imihediate  vifion  and  frui^on  of  the  Lord : 
John  xvii.  24.  "  Father,  I  will  that  thefe  whom  thou  haft  gi- 
ven me,  be  with  rne  where  I  am  j  that  they  may  behold  my 
glory  which  thou  haft  given  me."  (8.)  It  is  a  lafting  and  ever- 
lafting place,  a  kingdom  that  endurcth  for  ever.  Eternity  is 
the  confummation  of  the  miferies  of  the  wicked,  and  thecon- 
fummation  of  the  happiiiefs  of  the  ranfomed  in  glory,  it  fadeth 
not  away.  (9.)  It  is  a  prepared  place,  as  you  fee  in  the  text; 
fo  it  is  called  in  the  laft  fentence,  Matth.  xxv.  34.  '^  Come,  ye 
bleflTdd  of  my  Father,  inherit  the  kingdom  prepared  for  you 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world." 

^efi-  How  is  this  place  prepared  for  theft  that  follow  and 
obey  the  voice  of  the  Angel  ? 

Afifw. {i,)\t  is  prepared  by  an  eternal  decree,  by  which 
God  ordained  it  for  yoii,  and  you  for  it ;  for  he  hath  *«  chofcn 
us  for  falvation,  predeflinate  us  uhto  the  adoption  of  children: 
and  whom  he  did  prcdeftinate,  them  he  alfo  called  ;  and  whom 
he  called,  them  Iw  alfo  juftified  ;  and  whom  he  juftified,  them 
he  alfo  glorified."  (2.)  It  is  prepared  by  a  large  price  or  pur- 
chafe  paid  for  it,  not  of  filver  or  gold,  or  fuch  corruptible 
things,  but  by  the  precious  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift,  as  of  a  Lamb 
without  fpot ;  therefore  heaven  is  called  a  purchafed  inherit' 
ance,  (3.)  It  is  prepared  and  laid  up  by  an  inviolable  charter, 
the  covenant  and  promife  of  God,  which  is  confirmed  by  the  ' 
oath  of  God,  and  the  blood  of  the  Son,  &c.  (4.)  It  is  prepared 
by  the  refurreclion  and  afcenfion  of  Chrift  into  heaven,  where 
he  appears  as  our  forerunner  and  reprefentative,  for  he  is  for 
.    2  w. 
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yjr,  or  in  out  name,  entered :  hence  is  that  of  Chrift  to  hia 
drooping  difciplea,  John  xiv:  2.  *'  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for 
f  ou,  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  alfo.'* 

N0W9  put  all  thefe  things  together,  and  fee  if  there  be  not 
as  much  in  this  verfe,  as  may  excite  and  engage  a  rational 
foul  to  comply  with  this  duty  1  am  urging  upon  you,  viz.  to 
obey  the  voice  of  Chtift,  the  great  Angel  of  God's  prefence  ; 
why,  he  is  fent  to  go  before  you,  to  keep  you  in  the  way,  and 
to  bring  you  to  the  place  that  God  has  prepared  for  aU  that 
obey  him. 


ExoD.  xxili.  21.— 04/y  *//  voice  :fir  my  name  is  in  Um. 


THE  TWELFTH  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 

tAM  ftili  upon  an  exhortation  to  obey  the  voice  of  Chrift: 
I  have  fhcwed  you  firfty  what  we  are  to  underftand 
by  the  voice  of  Chrift,  and  how  it  is  conveyed  to  us.  ^dly^  t 
endeavoured  to  (hew  what  his  voice  is  to  the  prefeiit  genera- 
tion, and  particularly  to  us  in  this  place.  3^/^^,  What  it  is  to 
obey  his  voipe.  4/^/y,  1  endeavoured  by  feverai  motives  to  ex- 
cite you  to  obey  his  voice.     I  go  on  now  to    . 

Th^  fifth  thing  in  handling  this  branch  of  the  exhortation^ 
WicYi  was,  to  ofler  fome  characters  of  tkofe  that  have  com- 

Ilied  with  this  exhortation.  Some  perhaps,  after  all  they  have 
card,  may  put  the  queftion,  How  (hall  a  perfoii  be  fatisfied 
in  their  own  minds,  that  they  are  among  that  number,  who 
yield  the  obedience  of  faith  to  the  voice  of  Chrift  ?  I  anfwer. 
If  ever  you  have  heard  the  voice  of  the  Angel,  Jefus  Chrift, 
that  has  the  name,  and  natute,  and  voice  of  God  in  him,  you 
have  felt  fomething  of  a  divine  power  coming  along  with  it 
unto  your  fouls  j  for  *^  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is  p6werful,  the 
voice  of  the  Lotd  is  full  of  liiajefty,"  Pfal.  xxix.  *'  I  am  not 
aQiamed  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  \  for  it  is  the  power  of  God 
iinto  falvation,*'  fays  Paul,  Rom.  i.  16.  The  Word  which  i^ 
the  voice  of  Chtift  is  called  "  the  rod  of  his  ftrength,"  Pfal. 
ex.  a.  •,  and  when  he  himfelf  comes  in  it,  andwith  it,  a  "  will- 
ing people  is  made  in  the  day  of  his  power.'' 

^eft.  What  is?  that  pOwcr  that  acco^mpanie^  the  voice  of 
Chrilt  in  his  wof  d  ? 

jinfw^  I.  It  has  a  killing  power  coming  along  with  it,  ef- 
peciaily  his  voice  from  mount  Sinai :  <<  When  the  ciommand« 

VojL.  11.  3  B  tOftXCt 
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ment  came  (fays  Paul),  fin  revived,  and  I  died."  The  man 
was  fo  full  of  himftlf,  and  of  his  own  righteoufncft,  thit  he 
thought  himfelf  altve  ivtthont  the  law ;  touching  the  lavf  he 
imagined  himfelf  to  be  btamelefs ;  like  Laodicea,  he  fancied 
himfelf  "  rich  andincreafcd  with  goods,  and  fo  ftood  in  need 
of  norhing  '^  but  whenever  he  lieard  the  voice  of  Chrift,  he 
is  ftrurk  to  the  ground,  and  all  his  fine  airy  imaginatioiis 
about  his  own  right eoufnefs,  by  the  law,  falls  to  the  ground  j 
he  fees  himfelf  to  be  a  dead  nwn,  and  **  what  things  wcw 
gain  to  him  before,  thefe  he  counts  lofs  and  dung  now.*  Did 
you  ever  find  this  felf  killing  power  of  the  voice  of  Chrift 
from  mount  Sinai  ?  for  if  proud  felf  was  never  battered  down 
by  the  hammer  of  the  law,  which  breaks  the  rock  to  pieces, 
you  never  yet  heard  the  voice  of  Chrift.  You  know  before 
ever  Ifrael  cried  for  a  Mediator  between  God  ^aml  them,  they 
got  fuch  a  hearing  of  the  voice  of  the  Angel,  as  made  the 
whole  camp  of  fix  hundred  thovifand  to  fall a^quaking  ;  "The 
law  is  our  fchool matter,  to  lead  as  unto  Ghriit,  that  we  may 
be  juftified  by  faith ;"  not  that  the  law  in  itfelf  reveals  Chrift, 
but  prepares  the  foul  for  the  revelation  of  liim  in  the  gofpel. 
1  do  not  limit  adorable  fovereignty  in  his  way  of  working; 
but  fo  much  of  law  work  is  neceflkry,  as  to  fliake  the  foul  put 
of  all  its  lying  refuges,  and  created  confidences,  that  it  may 
"betake  itfelf  unto  Cliriil:,  and  to  him  alone,  for  rigliteoufnels 
and  life. 

2.  The  voice  of  Chrift,  where  it  has  been  heard  in  a  faving 
manner,  it  has  had  a  quickening  power:  John  v.  25.  "  The 
hour  is  coming,  and  now  is,  when  the  dead  (hall  hear  the 
voice  of  the  Son  of  God  :  and  thty  that  hear  fhali  live.  Arc 
not  my  wbrds  fpiritand  life  ?"  fays  the  Angel,  with  the  n.ime 
of  God  in  him,  John  vi.  "  The  fpirit  of  life  which  is  in 
Chrilt  Jefuf/,'*  -omes  in  and  with  the  word  of  the-  gofpel, 
which  reveals  Chrift  unto  the  foul,  and  *'  makes  it  free  from 
the  law  of  fin  and  death,"  Rom.  viii.  2.  The  law  confidered 
as  a  covenant  is  a  law  of  fin  and  death  to  the  poor  foul  while 
uiui^r  it.  It  is  a  law  of  fin,  becaufc  "  ^^^  Itrength  of  fin  is 
the  law  j"  fin  has  the  dominion  over  the  man,  and  is  in  its 
ft^ll  power,  while  he  is  cleaving  to  the  law  as  a  hu{band ;  fin 
has  dominion  over  him,  becaufc  he  is  not  under  grace,  but 
under  the  law.  And  .then  the  law  confidered  as  a  covenant, 
is  not  only  the  law  of  fin,  but  of  death,  becaufe  it  binds  over 
the  man  to  undergo  the  penalty  j  however  he  may  work  and 
weary  hi|;i^felf  in  tht*  gicatnefs  of  his  way,  to  make  out  a  title 
to  life  by 'his  obedience  and  works,  yet  he:  being  weak  to  yield 
that  obedience  that  the  law  requires,  which  muft  be  cvr.ry  way 
perfed,  it  becomes  >a  law  of  deatli  to  him,  the  penalty  takes 
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place  Qpoa  him^  *'  The  foul  th4t  fmneth  fhall  die."  But  nov^ 
the  law  or  power  of  that  Spirit  of  life,  which  U  in  the  word  or 
voice  of  Ciirift,  makes  a  man  free  from  this  law  of  (in  nnd 
death  ;  it  makes  a  man  fly  from  the  law  as  a  covenant,  unto 
him  who  is  '*  The  end  of  the  law  for  rightcoufnefs  to  ev?ry 
one  that  believeth  "  and  then  the  man  becomes  a  living  man } 
he  reckons  that  he  is  *'  dend  indeed  unto  fm,  but  alive  unto 
God  through  Jefus  Chiift,"  and  cries  with  D.md,  "  I  Ihall 
not  die,  but  live,  and  liifcover  the  works  of  the  Lord,"  and  the 
wonders  of  his  grace,  and  love  through  Chrid  unto  my  foul. 
<*  1  live ;  yet  noc  I,  but  Chvift  that  liveth  in  me,"  &c.  AKisI 
may  fome  poor  foul  fay,  I  find  fo  much  deadnefs  in  my  he.Trt, 
ih^l  I  am  afraid  I  never  lieard  the  quickening  voice  of  CMrid 
to  this  day.  Anfw.  It  is  juft  the  fruit  of  the  voice  of  Cliriit 
10  difcover,  that  thou  has  no  life,  no  (tren^ch,  no  righteouf- 
fiefsj  no  goodncfs  in  thyfelf,  but  to  fee^  though  thou  be  le* 
gaily  and  fpirltually  dead  in  thyfelf,  yet  your  liie  is  in  the  8on, 
it  is  hid  with  Chvift  in  God.  Oh  !  fay  you,  if  my  life  were 
bid  there,  all  would  be  right ;  but  I  cannot  think  that  i  can 
be  fo  dead  and  lifclefs,  »nd  yet  have  my  Hfe  hid  in  Chrid. 
^nfw.  Can  thou  fay  before  God,  that  thy  iife  is  io  much 
houiui  up  in  Chrill,  and  that  thou  fees  fuch  an  abfoltitc  need 
of  Chriil,  that  thou  can  neichec  Hve  nor  die  without  him  ?  I 
fee  myfcljf  fo  unrighteous  and  guijty  before  God,  that  if  1  get 
not  him  for  the  Lord  my  right eoufncfs,  1  am  a^lcad  man,  a 
,  dead  woman,  through  eternity  ?  If  this  be  the  cafe,  "furcly  in 
the  Lord  baft  rhou  righteoufnefs  and  (Irength  ;'*  and  therefore 
thou  ''  (lialt  not  die,  but  live  ;"  the  voice  of  the  Angei  has 
4|uickened  thy  foul  to  fly  to  ham. 

3.  The  voice  of  Ciirift  has  an  enlightening  povser  with  it, 
for  "  the  entrance  of  his  word  gives  light."  The  word  of  the 
Lord  i«  power f pi,  "  enlightening  the  eyes.**  At  the  £amc 
time  that  Chriit  unflops  the  deaf  ear,  fo  as  to  ht^t  his  voice, 
h&  opens  the  blind  eyes  ^f  the  (inner  alfo.  to  heboid  his  giory 
and  the  glory  of  God  in  him.  We  ar«  told.  Rev.  i.  tbar  John, 
whenever  he  heard  the  voice  of  Chrift,  fi^ytng,  "  I  am  Alplia, 
and  Omega,  the  firil  and  tlvi  lalt,"  lie  immediately  turned 
CO  hear  the  voice  of  him  timt  fpakc  unto  him,  and  he  faw  on« 
like  \xuio  the  Soji  of  maoi  clothed  with  a  gi^rmefit  down  to  the 
foot.  Whon  Chriit  fpoke  unto  Paul  in  his  way  going  to  Da* 
xiiafcus,  hj:  at  the  lame  time  revealed  hinJiclt  i;.nto  him  :  **  It 
pkafed  God  to  reve4  his  fcwi  m  me.*'  And  therefore  try 
yourfekes  by  this*  Have  yo:u  ever  feen  an  incarnate  God  ?  has 
"  tht  light  of  the  knowledge  of  his  glory,  in  tie  face  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  thined  mto  your  hearts  ?**  Oh  J  fay  you,  how  fhall  I 
JKnow  if  ever  that  divine  iijht  did  enter  wijh  the  voice  of 
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Chrift  into  my  foul  ?  I  anfwer,  Tou  may  know  it  by  this»  thai 
whenrrer  this  light  is  with«held,  you  will  be  troubled :  Pbl, 
XXX.  7.  <<  Thou  didft  hide  thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled.  I  go 
mourning  without  the  fun.'*  Your  aim  and  deGgn  in  reading, 
hearing,  praying,  and  any  other  duty,  will  be  to  get  a  new  beam 
of  that  light  of  life :  Pfal.  xxvii.  4.  *^  One  thing  have  I  de- 
fired  of  the  Lord,  that  will  I  fcek  after,  that  I  may  behold 
the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  and  inquire  after  him  in  his  temple/' 
And  you  will  wait  for  it  *'  as  they  that  wait  for  the  morning, 
yea,  more  than  they  that  wait  for  the  morning/'  And  when 
it  comes  from  his  countenance,  your  hearts  will  be  glad,  and 
more  glad  than  when  corn,  wine,  and  oil,  doth  abound. 

4.  The  voice  of  Chrift  has  a  foul  turning  and  converting 
power  in  it.  This  is  the  ordinary  way  the  efficacy  and  power 
bf  Chrift  in  the  gofpel  is  exprefled,  Pfal.  xix.  7.  It  converts 
thefiu!^  or  it  turns  the  (inner  from  darknefs  unto  light,  from 
the  power  of  Satan  unto  the  living  God.  Whenever  the 
Lord's  voice  is  carried  in  upon  the  heart  of  backflidinglfrael ; 
whenever  he  fays,  ^'  Return,  thou  backfliding  Ifrael,"  imme- 
diately they  turn  to  him,  faying,  *^  Behold,  we  come  unto  thee, 
for  thou  art  the  Lord  our  God."  The  whole  foul  gets  a  turn  by 
the  power  of  the  voice  of  Chrift.  The  underftanding  is  turned 
from  darknefs  to  light,  from  ignorance  to  a  faving  uptakingof 
the  things  of  God.  The  will  is  turned  from  enmity  ro  a  volun^ 
tary  fubje£lion  to  the  Lord  :  Pfal.  ex.  3.  "  Thy  people  (hall  be 
willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power."  The  heart  is  turned  from  its 
rockinefs  and  obftinacy  to  a  hleifed  yielding  to  the  will  of  God, 
therefore  called  a  heart  offlefb.  The  confcience  is  turned  from 
its  former  fecurity  and  fcdrednefs.  to  aft  as  God's  deputy,  and 
to  rebuke  for  every  fwerving  from  the  holy  law.  The  aflPec- 
tions,  fuch  as  the  love,  delight,  defire,  and  joy  of  the  foul,  are 
turned  from  following  after  vanity,  to  centre  in  Chrift,  and 
God  in  him,  as  the  only  objeft  of  delight  and  joy,  fo  as  the 
man  does  not  any  longer  fet  his  afFeftion  on  things  below,  but 
on  things  above.  In  (hort,  the  man  is  turned  from  calling 
God  a  liar,  to  fet  to  his  fcal  that  God  is  true.  And  with  this 
turn  of  the  heart  and  foul,  theie  is  a  turn  of  all  the  members 
of  the  body,  and  of  the  whole  converfation.  The  eyes  that 
yvtTQ  full  of  adultery^  and  fed  themfelves  with  beholding  vanity,^ 
now  dehght  in'reading  the  word  of  God,  and  in  beholding  of 
his  works.  Tbe  ears  that  were  delighted  with  hearing  idle 
ftories  and  profane  fongs,  are  now  delighted  in  hearing  the 
word  of  God.  The  tongue  that  vr^isfet  (mfire  of  hell ^  and  that 
talked  of  vanity,  is  now  employed  in  prayer  and  praife,  and 
in  commendinii  Chrift,  and  fpeaking  things  that  are  good,  foi: 
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the  ufc  of  edifying.  The  feet  that  were  fwift  to  run  the  de- 
vil's errands,  are  now  employed  in  carrying  the  man  to  the 
hottfeof  God,  to  the  ordinances  of  his  appointment,  where 
his  foal  may  get  edification  and  nouriihment.  Thus,  I  fay, 
the  voice  ot  the  Angel  Chrifl  has  a  turning  snd  converting 
power  in  it. 

'  5.  The  voice  of  Chrift:  has  a  fanftifying  and  fin  killing 
power :  Pfal.  cvii.  20.  "  He  fent  forth  his  word  and  healed 
them."  The  dominion  of  fin  is  brok^fn  by  the  power  of  the 
voice  of  Chrift  ;  for  this  is  the  end  of  cvf  ry  manifeftation  of 
the  Son  of  God>  in  the  flcfh,  in  the  word  or  Spirit,  to  **  dc- 
ftroy  the  works  of  the  devil,"  and  particularly  to  deftroy  the 
reign  of  fin,  which  is  ihe  firll-born  of  the  devil. 

Obje£f.  Alas  !  if  this  be  fo,  I  am  afraid  1  never  yet  heard 
the  v<)ice  of  Chrift  in  me  ;  for  1  never  found  unbelief,  cnmi* 
ty,  carnality,  pride,  and  other  evil?,  fo  much  prevail  againft 
me,  as  fince  1  began  to  lay  things  to  heart. 

Anfiv.  The  very  feeling  of  thefe  heart  plagues,  or  a  fenfe  of 
them,  is  the  fruit  of  the  light  or  power  of  the  word  or  voice  of 
Chrift  in  the  heart.  It  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit  and  voice  of 
Chrift  to  ^*  convince  of  fin,  and  to  pierce  to  the  dividing  afun* 
der  of  joints  and  marrow,''  and  to  humble  and  meeken  the 
foul  fo,  as  that  it  may  give  employment  unto  Chrift  the  great 
Phyfician.  See  how  Paul  groans  under  the  remains  of  a  body 
of  fin,  Rom.  vii.  24.  •*  O  wretched  man  that  1  am,  who  ftiall 
deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death  I" 

6.  If  the  power  of  the  Angel's  voice  has  reached  thy  heart, 
thou  haft  been  awed  with  the  majefty,  and  charmed  with  th^ 
mdody  of  it. 

ift^  You  have  been  awed  with  the  majefliy  of  his  voice ;  and 
no  wonder,  for  the  name  of  God  is  in  iim^dnd  the  voice  of  the 
Angel,  is  the  voice  of  God,  and  therefore  his  voice  muft  be 
full  of  divine  majeity,  and  this  brings  the  awe  and  fear  of 
God  into  the  he?rt :  hence  believers  are  fometimes  defcribed 
to  be  fuch  as  tremble  at  his  word,  and  tremble  at  his  difpenfa- 
tions  :  •*  My  flefti  tremblcth  bccaufe  of  thee,  and  1  am  atraid 
of  thy  judgements."  Abs  !  the  generality  of  gofpel  hearers 
in  our  day,  are  no  more  moved,  either  with  the  voice  of 
Chrift  in  his  word,  or  yet  in  hib  rod,  than  the  fmith's  anvil  is 
With  the  beating  of  the  hammer  ;  fo  that  we  may  take  up 
Uaiah's  conr*plaint.  If.  xxvi.  11.  "  Lord,  when  thy  hand  is 
lifted  up,  they  will  not  fee,  they  will  not  behold  the  majeity 
of  the  Lord  ;  but  they  Ihall  fee."  It  is  otherwife  with  theie 
that  have  effectually  heard  the  voice  of  Chrift  i  ihey  are,  1  fay, 
awed  with  the  majtfty  of  his  voicCt 
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oJIyy  They  are  not  only  awed  with  the  majefty,  but  tharm^ 
cd  with  iht  melody  of  his  voice.  His  voice  is  the  voice  of 
the  charmer,  PfaU  iviii.  It  has  fuch  a  charming  capti- 
vating: quality,  that  the  dead  live  when  they  hear  it ;  %h^  lipt 
of  them  that  are  afleep  be^in  to  fpeak,  the  lame  leap  like  an 
hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  begin  to  fing.  I  may  ap- 
peal to  the  experience  of  all  that  know  the  voice  of  Chrift, 
for  the  truth  of  this.  Hence  it  is  that  his  (heep  hear  his  voicCy 
and  at  the  hearing  of  it  they  follow  him.  If  they  heat  him 
inviting  them  to  follow  him  in  prayer,  meditation,  Cbriftian 
conference,  or  in  any  ordinance  of  his  worfhip,  faying,  ^*  Come 
with  me  from  Lebanon,  my  (ifter,  my  fpoufe,**  iipmediaf^y 
their  foul  echoes,  "  Behold,  I  come,  for  one  day  in  thy  courts 
is  better  than  a  thoufaiid  :  I  had  rather  he  a  door*  keeper  in 
the  houfe  of  my  God,  than  dwell  in  the  tents  of  fin."  if  they 
hear  his  voice  calling  them  to  go  into  the  fire  or  water  foT 
him,  they  will  be  ready  to  fay  with  Paul,  "  I  am  ready  not 
to  be  bound  only,  but  to  die  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  jMus." 
If  they  hear  him  calling  them  to  any  peace  of  work,  they*  wil) 
1>e  ready  to  fay,  Lord,  command  what  tbpu  wilt,  only  give 
ilrength  to  obey:  <*  I  will  run  the  way  of  thy  comnMrn^onentSi 
when  thou  haft  enlarged  my  heart.  I  will  go  in  the  iiccngth 
of  the  Lord,  making  mention  of  thy  righteoufnefs,  even  of 
thine  only."  If  they  hear  his  voice  inviting  them  to  com( 
away  to  glory  to  him  through  death,  they  will  be  ready  to  fay 
with  David,  *^  Though  I  walk  through  the  valley  of  the  iti^^ 
dow  of  dead),  I  will  ft-ar  no  evil :  for  thou  art  with  me,  thy 
rod  and  tli^  ftafF  flnll  ^phold  me ;"  or  with  Paul,  **  To  roe  t« 
live  is  Chriil;  and  to  die  is  gain.  I  deflre  to  be  ,di$blvc4i 
and  to  be:  with  Chrift^  which  is  heft  of  all.** 

Objcif'  if  this  be  a  unark  of  them  that  have  heard  and  fek 
Jthe  power  of  the  voice  of  Chrift,  I  am  afraid  of  niyfeU>  fo 
the  thougUs  of  death  are  a  terror  to  me. 

Anfm^  Dtath,  .or  the  diflblution  of  nature,  is  indeed  a  tcr^ 
Tor  unto  nature' ;  apd  I  own,  that  the  beil  of  the  faints  ftrink 
at  it,  under  this  confideration  :  but  will  you  anfwtv  mejihif 
<!|uelUon,  Does  n^  the  thoughts  of  being  with  the  Lord,  aB4 
of  feeing  him  afe  he  i^,  ?nd  the  thoughts  of  p^rfc£i  freedor? 
from  a  w-cvvry  body  of  fm  ajid  death,  aad  of  being  perfeflljf 
like  unto  him  !&  hcjiacfa,  f«m^imes  fweetcn  the  thoughts  oJf 
<leath,a!id  reconcile  thy  Iieart  unto  it  ?  If  fo,  it  ie  an  evideoce 
.that  thou  haft  henrd  the  voice  of  Chrilt,  and  that  ere  it  bc 
lon^  thou  Ihaljt  be  among  that  ranlon:ied  company,  who  ar^ 
fingin;::  Ms  ^r.ifes  in  the  higher  houfe. 

iht  liijt  loiii;,  propofcd  in  this  ufe,  was  to  (hut  up  with  a 
few  woius  of  advice,  in  order  to  your  obeying  the  voice  of 
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the  Angel  who  bean  his  Father's  name.  I  only  mention  chefe 
following. 

I.  See  that  ye  be  well  acquainted  with  the  name  of  God  as 
it  is  fet  forth  in  him>  for  this  is  the  very  ground  and  reafon 
of  all  obedience  to  him.  Obey  his  v^ce^fir  my  name  is  in  him  : 
vc  w'di  yield  but  a  forty  obedience,  if  we  do  not  take  up  a 
God  in  Chrift.  Study  to  take  up  the  being,  the  pcrfc6lions, 
and  ^ry  of  God  as  dilplayed  in  him  ;  for  it  is  this  tl*at  makes 
every  knee  to  bow^  and  every  tong&ic  to  confefs  that  Jcfus 
Chrift  is  the  Lord. 

■  2.  if  you  would  yield  acceptable  obedience  to  the  voice  of 
the  Angely-you  mud  take  up  God  in  him  as  yuur  God  ;  not 
only  your  creating  God,  und  your  preferving  God,  but  as  your 
redeeming  God|  your  God  by  a  new  covenant  grant,  v^lierc  he 
has  faid,  "  I  am  the  Lord  thy  God;"  for  the  faith  of  this  is  the 
foundation  of  all  acceptable  obedience,  as  your  Catcchifm  well 
inftru6ls  you,  in  that  quellion,  *  What  doth  the  preface  to  ihe 
ten  commandments  teach  us?  It  tcachcth  up,  that  becaufc  God 
13  the  Lord,  and  our  God,  and  Redeemer,  therefore  we  axe 
lioand  to  keep  all  his  commandments.'  Never  reft  thm  till 
you  know  and  acknowledge  him  as  your  God  m  Chrili,  ar.d 
fb  your  obedience  will  go  upon  the  right  tooting,  for  "  with- 
out this  faith,  it  is  impoflible  to  pleafe  God ;  and  whatfoever 
is  not  of  faith,  is  fin."  Believe  in  him  a^  your  pardoning,  pi- 
tying,  j unifying,  fanclifying,  fupplying,  and  favlng  God,  and 
thiswill  make  his  yoke  eafy,  and  his  burden  light. 

3.  Make  conllani  ufc  by  faith  of  the  ftrength  of  the  Angel, 
for  your  afiillance  in  work  and  warfare,  and  of  his  rightcoul- 
nefs  for  acceptance.  This  was  David's  way,  *'  i  will  go  ifi 
the  ftrength  of  the  Lord  \**  and  wt.cn  1  have  done  fo,  "  1  will 
make  mention  of  thy  nghrcoufneib,  even  of  thine  only."  Wc 
mull  work  by  a  foreign  llrcngth,  and  be  accepted  upon  a  bor- 
rowed or  imputed  righteoufnels ;  and  in  this  w..y  it  is,  that 
wc  "  come  up  from  the  wildernefs,  leaning  upon  the  oelovcd/' 

4.  Shake  yourfclves  loofe  oi  every  thing,  that  would  en- 
cumocr  you  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Angel :  tieb.  xii  i.  2i^ 
••  Let  Ub  lay  afide  every  weight,  and  the  fm  which  doth  fo  ea«» 
fily  befet  us,  and  let  us  ran  with  patience  the  race  that  is  fet 
before  us,  looking  unto  Jefus,"  &c  '*  If  thy  right  hanci  of* 
fend  thee,  cut  it  off  j  if  thy  right  eye  offend  thve,  pluck  it  out, 
and  caft  it  Irom  thee ;''  that  is,  if  any  luft  or  idol  be  m 
thy  heart,  be  it  the  luft  of  covetoufncfs,  the  luft  ot  unclean- 
nefb,  the  luft  of  envy,  the  luft  of  revenge,  pride,  wOrldlinci's, 
or  whatever  it  be,  though  as  dear  as  a  right  hand,  or  a  right 
eye,  away  with  it,  that  you  may  obey  and  follow  the  voice  of 
the  Angel;  *'  Mortify  thefe  deeds  ot  the  body:  for  if  wt  live 
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after  the  flefh,  wc  ihtjll  die;  but  if  we  through  the  Spirit  cto 
mortify  the  deeds  of  the  body,  we  fhall  live." 

5.  Let  your  obedience  to  the  voice  of  the  Ahgel  be  abfolute 
and  unreferved .;  be  aware  of  hiding  any  idol  ^at  he  required 
you  to  part  with ;  for  ^'  if  we  regard  iniquity  in  our  heartSi 
the  Lord  will  not  hear  us-"  And  be  aware  of  a  partial  obe- 
dience to  the  Angel,  doing  one  thing,  and  negleding  ano- 
ther, for  he  will  not  be  obeyed  by  halves.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
it  is  impoiliblo  to  yield  a  perfect  £nd  finlefs  obedience  to  him, 
but  we  mull  aim  at  it  through  his  grace,  by  a  regard  to  every 
part  of  hisr  revealed  will :  "  Then  (hall  I  not.  be  afhamed, 
wheii  I  h.:Vc:  refpc£l  unto  all  thy  commandments.**  It  is  gi^  j 
ven  as  the  chara£ler  of  ZRcharias  and  Elizabeth,  that**  they  | 
walked  in  all  the  commandments  and  o)rdi:ianCes  of  the  Lord, 
blamelefs."  Chuft  he  glorie$  in  an  upright  Chriftian,  as  a 
man  glories  in  the  fruit-trees  of  his  garden.  How  doth  he 
upbraid  the  devil  with  JoVs  integrity  ?  **  Haft  thou  confider- 
cd  my  fervant  Job,  a  perfeft  and  an  upright  man,  one  that 
fearcth  God,  and  efch^rweth  evil  ?'* 

6.  Be  diligent  in  reading  the  fcriptures,  and  in  hearing  of 
the  word  preached,  for  it  is  by  the  word  that  the  voice  and  < 
mind  of  the  Angel  is  known  and  underftood..  Hide  his  word  •! 
in  your  hearts,  that  you  may  not  fin  againd  him  \  attend  unto  j 
it  as  a  ^'  light  ihining  in  -a  dark  place;"  let  it  be  unto  you  as  < 
the  pillar  of  fire  and  cloud  to  Ifrael  j  and  follow  no  man  fur-  ' 
thcr  than  he  is  a  follower  of  Chrift  ;  for  the  Angel  has  order- 
ed us  to  call  no  man  father  or  mailer  in  this  fenfe. 

7.  Kerp  your  eyes,  upon  him  as  your  guide  and  pattern: 
"  He  that  faith  he  abideth  in  him,  ought  himfelf  alfo  fo  to 
walk,  evtn  as  he  walked."  He  has  not  only  chalked  out  our 
way  of  obedience  in  his  word,  but  he  has  trode  the  path  be- 
fore us,  and  fo  "  left  us  an  examplf:,  that  we  (liould  followr 
his  fteps."  And,  in  a  fubordination  to  him,  eye  the  footllcps 
of  the  flock,  that  have  followed  tht*  Lanb  to  glory,  and  keep 
comp.ujy  with  them  that  <ire  mintmg  in  fincerity  to  obey  his 
voice,  and  to  loilow  him  5  for  **  he  that  walketh  with  the  wife, 
fliall  be  wife." 

8.  Pluck  up  your  fpirits,  put  on  courage  and  refolution  to 
face  All  oppofition  in  loliowmg  the  voice  of  the  Angel ;  re- 
foive  to  re  lilt,  even  unto  blood,  ftriving  againd  fin.  Men  will 
think  it  (Irangc,  that  ycu  do  liOt  wwk  with  them  according^ 
to  the  courfe  of  the  world  and  the  luits  of  the  flcfh,  and  thejf 
will  hate  you,  they  will  brand  ycu  with  hypocrily  and  fingu- 
larity,  they  will  oppofe  you  in  your  way,  they  will  perfecut^ 
you  in  youi  name,  hi  your  relations,  in  your  worldly  interefts^ 
but  let  none  of  thefe  things  move  you,  neither  account  your 
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life  dear,  that  you  may  finilh  your  courre  with  joy ;  let  this 
be  always  your  rejoicings  amidft  all  the  (lorms  that  may  blow 
fMm  hea^en^  earth,  or  hell,  even  *'  the  teftimopy  o£  your  con- 
fcience,  that  in  fimpUcity  and  godly  fincerity,  Qot  with  fleflily 
vifdom,  but  by  the  grace  of  Ck)d,  you  have  had  your  convcr- 
fation  in  the  world.** 

9*  Let  7our;obedienc€  to  him  be  voluntary  and  fure :  he 
does  not  love  to  fee  his  followers  drooping  and  hanging  their 
heads;  a9»  he  delighted  to  do  his  Father's  will,  and  to. fulfil 
the  kml  taflc  of  fervice  to  his-  Father  for  our  redemption,  and 
he  eacpe£)ft  that  we  fliould  be  joyful  and  voluntary  in  our  fer- 
vice to  him.  This  is  the  way  to  get  frequent  meetings  of  love 
with  him,  «**  He  meeteth  him  that  rcjoiceth  to  work  righte- 
oofnefs,  who  remembereth  him  in  his  ..ways."  Hence  are 
thefe  repeated  calls  to  his  followers  to  yield  che<prful  obe- 
dience, ^*  Rejoice  in  |^hc  Lord,  ye  righteous :  and;  (hbut  for 
joy,  all  ye  that  are  upright  in  hear^  Kejoice  evernidrc :  and 
ajjain  I  fay,  Rejoice. .      . 

10.  JLafiiy,  Let  ybur  obedience  to  the  Angel  of  God  be  con- 
ibht ;  fot  *<  he  that  enduretli  to  the  end,  (hall  be  faved.  The 
righteous  holdeth  on  his  way.  Be  ye  conftant,  and  unmdveable, 
always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord,  knowing  that  your 
labour  (ball  not  1^  in  vain  in  the  Lord.'' 
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THE  TABERNACLiB  OP  ijAVHJ  AMfffiO  BY  MAW,  AN» 
REARED  OP  BY  THE  mtCttTT  GOD. 

BEING   TSHREE-  'DI5C(>UR«ES^ 

7755  5  iMD'i'ttB  *i<#ii*B  A* HfHiWii*^  inc:tiiuAiitv  t^^^fffA,  iit 

.  '     ■         .      ■    '■  -  .?•■    .  '  •   r**-t:rr:.-i    / '         i:-.    .  ■•  ■ 

Xrijf'</ GtdaftupH  fhe^hful UrtgHftHy  and t wilt dep^  itfim 
tjfihi'fate  ^fth^earih:  /hvingtiai^  I  ^If^mi  isHirfyd^lfhf 
ihiSdufiofjaCot^fiiith  ththoriv  "'.'i  ■•:;'     *  '\  ■"   '  '-  '  •••"  •• 

'aii  ntOimi^  Jjkf&i  corn  u^fieiiiil/kjii%)fl'^j^^ 
,^:ff,omfaUupOM.ihe,tarii.  \,  Z  ■  -  ,"  .  '    .;,     ..." 

10^  All  ihijinmrs  '^fSny  lie^tjhaU.dk  hf  th/mrdy.  ^Ai^^jfift 

fTte  evil  pall  not  oviriahMdf  frfvetit.  »/••  ;  •  j  r:".;  ■  ^ . 

II,  In  that  day  will  I  raife  ttp  the  tabernacle  of  David  that  is 
falUny  and  clofeup  the  breaches  thereof  and  I  ivill  raife  up  Us 
ruinsy  and  I  will  build  it  as  in  the  days  ofold* 


THE  FIRST  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 

IN  thcfe  verfcs  which  I  have  read,  we  have  a  mixture  of 
judgement  and  of  mercy,  judgement  and  wrath  ufhering 
in  and  paving  the  way  to  mercy ;  he  that  "  planteth  the  hca- 
vcnsi  and  lays  the  foundations  of  the  earth,  and  wh^huiUeth 
his  ftorics  in  the  heavens"  (as  in  the  preceding  part  of  the 
chapter),  he  pulls  down  the  Jewifh  church,  that  he  may  raife  up 
one  more  glorious  and  beautiful  in  its  room.  This  prophet  Amos 
was  but  of  a  mean  extraft  and  original,  among  the  herdmen  of 
Tekoa,  as  you  will  find  in  the  beginning  of  his  prophecy:  how- 
ever, that  God  who  took  David  from  following  the  ewes  with 
young,  and  fet  him  on  the  throne  to  fway  the  fceptre  of 
Ifrael ;  he  takes  a  poor  herdman  from  following  his  flock,  and 
commands  him  to  go  and  deliver  his  mind  and  meffage  unto 
the  king,  unto  the  court,  unto  the  nobles,  unto  the  pricftSf 
and  to  the  people  of  IfraeL  If  a  man  carry  God's  commifiioni 
whatever  be  his  birth  or  pedigree,  or  whatever  has  been  his 
employment,  he  is  worthy  of  reception  and  entenaiament. 
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AUdie  fens  of  men  are  before  God  as  a  companjrof  clay  TcflclBy 
and  he  maiKis  one  to  honour,  and  another  to  di(honour,  and 
does  whatever  be  pleafes  in  tbe  armies  of  healren,  and  axiioof; 
the  tnhabicants  of  tlie  earth.  What  thouf[h  be  take  the  poor 
from  the  danghill,  and  Cet  faim  among  princes^  if  it  be  his  piea^i 
fare  ?  He  appeared  upon  the  ftage  in.  a  weqr  degenerate  day  : 
however,  like  a  faithful  watchman,  he  fets  &e  trumpet  to  bia 
mouthy  and  declares  unto  the  hoafe  of  Judab  aad  ifrael  their 
ab^ofiihatlons  \  and  althqagh  he  was  prohibi&ed  and  dtfehar- 
ged  to  come  near  the  kin^s  court  and  chapel^  yet,  in  obc'* 
dience  to  faim  that  fent  himj  he  lifts  up  his  voice  like  a  trum- 
pet. 

In  the  Verfee  which  I  have  read>  we  may  take  notice  of  thefe 
few  partic«lar»  foUowing. 

I.  We  have  the  defignataon  that  the  prophet  Amos,  by 

God's  commiAon,  gives  tinto  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael ;  you  iee 

it  in  the  beginning  of  ver.  S«  he  calls  them  a  ftnful  UngdotB* 

They  were  ^<  a  people  laden  with  iniqaity,  a  fe^  of  evil 

doera,  ehUdren  that  had  corrupted  themifelves ;  they  had  dc^ 

parted  from  God,''  depart^  from  the  purity  of  that  wotihip 

which  God  had  appointed  them  to  ofa&rve  at  the  temple  of 

Jervfalem,  and,  in  room  thereof,  they  had  ereded  their  idol** 

treue  calves  at  Dan  and  Bethel ;  yeai,  many  of  them,  the  ge* 

nerality  and  body  of  the  nation,  except  it  was  Ibme  £nren 

thottfand  or  ib,  they  had  all  bowed  the  knee  to  Baal,  and  run 

after  the  example  of  their  corrupt  kings  aadpriefts;  they  were 

indeed  ^Jinful  kingdom.     And,  alas  t  may  not  the  fame  \fi0aitto 

be  writ  upon  ua  in  the  land  wherein  we  live  i    I  could  mike 

this  erident  in  many  particulars.     We  are  laden  with  fin,  we 

have  corrapted  our  ways  like  them  \  they  brake  Qod's  cmc- 

MHTt^  and  to  have  ire ;  they  countenanced  idolatry  and  fuper- 

ilition,  and  went  after  many  vile  abominations,  they  joined 

thenrtfelves  in  a  covenant  with  heiJ,  and  facrifieed  unto  devils ; 

and  I  am  hearing  thait  witchcrafts  and  deviliih  arts  are  alio 

performed  in  this  city.     Oh  what  a  load  of  £m  is  lying  on  the 

land  !    What  dreadful  perjury  and  apollafy  !  -what  dreadful 

profanation  of  the  Lord's  day  and  naaae  ia  to  be  £9und  among 

us  I    The  cry  of  our  fine  hath  gone  up  to  heaven,  and  tliey 

ar<e  Mind  that  do  not  fee  a  frowning  God  upon  the  accouiit  of 

thefe  things.     But  then,       ;  i 

7..  Another  thing  we  miy  notice  here,  is,  an  advertifement 
that  the  praphet  Amos  pves  unto  this  finful  kingdom  ;  why, 
fays  he,  ^  tyes  tftbeXord  ar#  €tp&H  ii.  It  is  very  like  there  was 
a  generation  of  men  among  them,  ae  there  i$  among  ourfelves 
jrt  this  dav,  wkb,  if  they  do  not  fay  it  with  their  mouths,  yet 
fay  k  in  their  heaits,  aadiay  it  in  their  practice  i  the  language 
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of  their  way  and  walk  is,  **  God  does  not  fee,  neither  doet 
the  God  of  Jacob  rej^ard  us:  The  Lord  has  forfaken  the 
earthy  and  the  Lord  feeth  not  ;!*  he  neither  takes  notice  o£ 
our  good  or  eril,  neither  will  he  require  iu  But  do  not  tnif- 
take  it.  fays  the  prophet,  you  will  find  it  othert^rife ;  ^ie  tjes 
of  the  Lord  are  upon  iheRnful  ktngebm^  the  finful  rulers^  pro* 
phets,  pricfts,  and  inhabitants  of  the. land ;  '<  His  eyes  do  fee» 
and  his  eye  lids  try  the  children  of  men."  The  adulterer^  .aii4 
other  finners  of  that  kind,  that  perpetrate  fin  in  fecreti  they, 
feek  the  twilight ;  and  when  they  do  fo^  they  fay,  '<  No  eye 
fhali  (ee  us :''  but.  Sirs,  remember  it»  that  *'  darknefs  and  light 
are  alike  to  God,  the  night  (hines  as  the  daj  before  him ;  Can 
any  hide  himfelf  in  fecret  places,  that  I  (nail  not  fee  lum? 
faith  the  Lord.  He  difcovers  deep  things  out  of  darknefsi 
and  brings  out  to  light  the  fliadows  of  death."  And  there- 
fore, wherever  you  are,  whatever  you  are  about,  remember 
Hagar's  confeffionof  faith,  ^<  Thou,  God,  feeft  me."  Study  to 
remember,  that  the  eye  of  an  alUfeeing  God  follows  you 
wherever  yQU  go,  vea,  (hines  into  the  very  bottom  of  your 
fouL  Though  perhaps  you  may  fancy  with  yourfelves,  that 
your  fecret  wickednefies  are  overlboked,  and  that  your  old 
(ins  are  out  of  mind ;.  they  are  not  out  of  mind  with  God,  he 
knows  them,  and  will  bring  them  to  light.  All  the  wicked 
works  of  darknefs  that  are  perpetrate  in  this  city,  he  will  dif« 
cover  and  bring  them  to  light  one  day  before  men  and  angels  ^ 
•*  he  will  bring  every  work  into  judgement,  with  every  fecret 
thing,  whether  it  be  good  or  evil."  Some  mens  behaviour,  now- 
a-days,  fays,  that  there  is  not  a  God  to  bring  them  to  an'sccount. 
For  the  Lord's  fake,  ftudy  to  have  the  impreffion  of  an  all- 
feeing  God  upon  you  wherever  you  po ;  for  the  eyes  of  tie 
Lord  Cod  are  upon  thejinful  kingdom  :  Verily  there  is  a  God  that 
judgeth  in  the  earth' 

3.  We  may  notice  here  God's  purpofe  and  refolution  with 
reference  to  the  finful  kingdom,  what  he  has  a*mind  to  dQ 
with  it ;  fays  the  Lord,  /  wilt  deftroy  it  from  off  the  face  of  the 
earth.  Sinners,  when  there  are  multitudes  of  them  joined 
together,  fancy  themfelves  fecure,  efpecially  when  they  have 
men  of  power  and  authority  on  their  fide  ;  but  it  is  as  eafy 
for  God  to  deftroy  whole  kingdoms,  as  to  deftroy  one  partly 
cular  perfon.  There  is  no  fafety  in  the  way  of  multitudes ; 
for  what  are  all  multitudes  before  the  great  God,  but  '<  as  the 
drop  of  a  bucket,  and  are  accounted,  as  the  fmall  duft  of  the 
balance  ?"  /  will  dejlroy  them^  faith  the  Lord,  from  (ff  the  face 
efthe  earth*  They  have  made  the  earth  to  groan,  the  creation 
to  groan,  under  the  weight  of  their  fins :  Well,  I  will  rid  the 
very  earth  of  fucb  a  burden^  fays  God ;  ^^  Tlie  Lord  is  a  man 

of 
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of  war^  the  Lord  is  his  name  ;  and  when  he  whets  his  j^litterin^ 
fword,  when  his  hand  takes  hold  on  judgement,"  what  will 
he  do  with  his  enemies  ?  **  He  will  render  tribulation  and  an- 
gui(h  nnto  every  foul  of  man  that  doth  evil  i*  yea,  he  will 
make  clean  work  of  great  and  populous  nations  and  families ; 
high  and  low  muft  bow  when  he  arifes  unto  judgement. 
When  he  nvbets  hisfnvordi  the  wicked  ihall  periih,  *^  bis  ene- 
mies {hall  be  as  the  fat  of  lambs,  into  fmoke  (hall  they  con« 
fume  away."    Sirs,  God  is  a  ftrong  party ;  and  yon  that  are 
running  upon  the  thick  bofies  of  his  buckler,  you  had  need  to 
confider  what  you  are  doing.     <*  Who  will  fet  the  briers  and 
thorns  in  battle  againft  me  ?   I  will  go  through  them,  I  will 
confame  them  together.  Who  can  dwell  with  devouring  fire  ? 
who  can  abide  with  everlafUng  burnings  ?"  /  nvill  defiroy  them 
from  off  the  face  of  the  earth*     A  heavy  fentence  from  a  God  of 
mercy  1   How  averfe  is  ho  to  bring  matters  to  that  extremity 
of  deftroying  a  people  from  off  the  face  of  the  earth  I  It  is  juft 
like  the  renting  of  nis  bowels  to  proceed  to  fuch  feverity :  Hof. 
sL  8.  *^  How  (ball  I  give  thee  up,  O  Ephraim  ?   how  (hall  I 
deliver  thee,  Ifrael  ?  how  (hall  I  make  thee  as  Admah  i  how 
fhall  I  fet  thee  as  Zeboim  ?    mine  heart  is  turned  within  me^ 
my  repentings  are  kindled  together."    He  tries  all  ways  and 
means  imaginable  to  reclaim  a  Cnful  people^  before  he  comes 
this  length :  but  when  they  will  not  be  reclaimed,  and  when 
they  will  not  regard  the  offers  of  his  mercy,  will  not  be  led  to 
repentance,  what  can  remain  but  fiery  wrath  which  (liall  de- 
vour his  enemies  ?    Sirs,  do  not  think  that  the  mercy  of  God 
will  fave  you,  when  ye  (purn  at  the  bowels  of  divine  mercy, 
while  you  tread  and  trample  upon  it  by  unbelief.      God's 
mercy  runs  in  a  certain  channel,  and  out  of  that  it  is  not  to 
be  found.     If  you  alk  me,  what  is  that  channel  ?     I  anfwer. 
It  is  the  blood  and  fatisfa£lion  of  Jefus :  and  therefore,  if 
ever  ye  would  fliare  of  mercy,  and  avoid  the  judgements  here 
threatened,  you  mufl:  cumc  to  the  blood  of  fprinkling.     Buc 
then, 

4.  We  may  notice  the  limitation  of  this  awful  fentence  : 
«*  1  will  deftroy  them,"  &c.  "  faving  that  I  Mill  utterly  de- 
flroy  the  houfe  of  Jacob,  i'aith  the  Lord  God.*'  The  pro- 
mifed  fi^ed  of  the  woman,  which  was  to  bruife  the  head  of 
the  fex^ent,  the  promifed  feed  of  Abraham,  in  whom  all  the 
nations  of':  the  earth  were  to  be  bleffed,  was  not  yet  come; 
and  therefore  a  part  of  the  natural  feed  of  Abraham  mud  bq 
preferved!  m.prder  to  the  production  of  that  promifcrU  feed, 
through  whom  the  bleffings  of  heaven  were  to  be  conveyed  to 
the  fons  of  men.  Or  by  the  houfe  cf  Jacob  we  arc  to  undcr- 
i^aiid  the  godlv  remnant^  that  adhered  uQto  the  Lord,  and 
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unto  his  worHiip,  his  laws,  tnftitiitionsj  and  ordinances,  in 
thac  degenerate  age  $  they  that  followed  the  example  of  Ja« 
cob,  and  their  othef  worthy  anceftdrs,  in  wreftling  with  Gq6, 
efpecully  in  th?t  dark  and  cloudy  day  :  fays  the  prophM^  / 
tifUi  mt  uti€rJy  de/lroj  them.  In  the  worft  of  tifnes^  God  has 
always  a  remnant  that  worfhip  and  fenre  hifn,  and  that  cleaft 
unto  hifi  ways;  as  I  was  hinting  already,  he  had  hisferen 
tfaoufand  in  Ifrael,  that  had  not  bowed  the  knee  unto  Baal : 
and  whatever  comes  of  the  reft  of  the  world,  God  will  take 
care  of  thfcn.  And  this  you  will  fee  further  illullrated  in 
fcr.  9.     Where, 

5.  We  have  an  account  of  God's  management  with-refpcft 
to  that  remnant :  Ar,  ^,  /  wilf  command^  mnd  1  wil/fift  tbe 
boufi  tf  Ifrael  ammg  ait  nations^  Ufte  as  cvm  isjifted  in  a  five^  jet 
Jhall  mt  the  leafi  grain  thereof fali  to  the  earth.  There  is  an  al- 
lufion  here  to  an  hu(bandman,  who  when  he  fifts  his  coni-  in. 
the  five,  he  (hakes  it,  and  he  tefies  it  hither  and  thither^  not 
to  deftroy  it,  but  to  prefi^rre  and  purify  it,  and  to  feparate  be- 
twixt the  good  corn  and  the  chaff;  but  ail  the  time  (Kat  the 
buibandman  is  fifting  the  corn,  he  has  the  five  faft  in  his  hapd, 
and  ke  managfs  the  five  for  the  good  of  the  corn.  Juft  fo 
here,  God's  remnant  are  his  good  com,  and  the  wicked  are 
the  chaiF;  and  he  will  fend  a  winnowing  and  fifting  Txdnd  in* 
to  the  b^irn  of  the  vifible  church,  and  w31  (hake  his  remnant; 
yet  he  will  take  care  of  them,  he  has  them  in  his  hand,  *•  Ail 
his  faints  are  in  thy  hand,*^  Deut.  xxxtii.  3,  *'  No  man  ihall 
pluck  them  out  of  my  hand,  nor  but  of  my  Father's  hand,** 
Ufa  our  blcfled  Lord  ;  and  not  a  grain  (haii  fail  to  the  ground» 
or  be  loit.  There  is  a  particular  providence  of  God  exercifed 
about  his  own  people ;  his  eye  is  fet  upon  them  foi*  good  ;  and 
the  hand  of  hi?  providence  manages  the  great  field  of  the  crea- 
tion in  a  fuhfv:rvirncy  unto  his  own  glory,  and  to  their  good ; 
•*  He  rides  in  the  heavens  for  the  help  of  his  people,  and  in 
his  exceileiicy  on  the  fkics  ;  he  is  the  ihield  of  their  help,  and 
the  fword  of  their  excellency,"     But  then, 

6.  We  are  here  told  what  will  become  of  the  chaflT,  vcr,  10. 
**  All  the  finners  ok  my  people  (h^ali  die  by  the  fword,  which 
fay.  The  evil  Ihall  not  overtake  nor  prevent  us.**  It  is  a 
ftrange  thing  that  the  great  Lord  fliould  lay  claim  to  them  as 
hii  people,  though  they  were  a  finful  people ;  he  "would  fain 
lay  claim  unto  them,  if  they  would  lay  claim  to  bi&i.  But 
this  is  an  aggravation  cf  their  fin,  that  they  arc  h?4't?^^^"S 
people,  and  yet  they  rebel  againft  him;  it i^  futl;^  a  height- 
ening agjiravarion  of  their  fin,  that  he  appc'aU  tO  the  very 
heavens  againft  them,  If.  i.  2.  "  Hear,  O  heavens',  and  gifC 
car,  O  earth :  I  have  nouriftied  and  brought  up  children,  yet 

they 
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thef  have  rebelled  agUnft  liie."  All  the  Jinners  of  mj  petfk 
JbdlMw  by  thifiugrd.  M  thn  Jtnners  of  my  people  i  Certainly 
rim  ia  not  to  be  onderftood  abfolutelyy  or  elCt  no  flefh  fliODld 
bff  CfXmd  \  **  for  ail  have  Tinned,  and  come  fliort  of  the  y^oxj 
of  God  :"  but  jroO'fse  what  fmners  are  intended,  in  the  bccer 
daafie  of  vcr.  lO.  fhatfay^  The ivilJMlmtavtrtake nor. prevent 
mt^  'Hiey  liromi fed  themfeWes  iinpunit)r  ih  their  way,  aiMi 
*'  fold  within  their  hearts/'  and  perhaps  with  their  tongues 
tooi'  **  We  ihall  ha?e  peace,  though  we  walk  after  the 
imaginatioits  of  otir-  own  hearts."  And  is  there  noc  a  fct 
of  poopk  in  the  lasd^  and  I  fear  too  many  of  them  in  this 
City^  who  fpcak  the  fame  Lingaage  ?  Let  God  fay  what  he 
win  by*  kls' word|  let  him  fay  what  he  will  by  his  provi^ 
dense,  let  mimftert  and  Chridians  tcftify  a^iatnfk  them  never 
ib'mucb,  and  warn  them  of  their  ^m^  ami  of  the  judge- 
m'enti  of  GdcttHey  are  bringing  on  themfehrea  and  the  land  ; 
yCC  thrf  fay,  '^bievilfiall  not  overtake  nor  prevent  ns  t  we  will 
go^  vm  «nd  profpef ;  we  will  <<  add  drunkennefe  to  our 
fMrik::  ^toJmorrow  ftiail  be  as  this  day,  and  muckmore  abvn- 
datitJ?'-S(rs4  foMe  are  (ioningiwith  a' high  hand  agarnft  the 
puM^Ctl^  but  theb  high  hami  wilt  fall^  \iriien  God  Kfrahis 
Esdd  ^  fi^€f  m^y  dealprokdlyy  bat  God  will  be  a6e^e  tbtm  9  let 
tiieiii  do -their  iftmofti  ^^ifae  lofty  l^oks  of  man  (hall  be  hum- 
Vkdf  add  the  haughtiDefii-  of  man  (hall  be  bowed  dowo^and 
che«Lond  alone  fbalt  bt  diatted,"  although  it  be  unto  dietr  raift 
a'adrdoftmfkkMi.  iWulcl  hare  yoo  who  promife  yoorfelveg 
\W^^\\f  f ii  ydttr >irtl  wa^9  to*remeniber,  that  thought  f^  fen- 
reilcr  ^Kgainft'  an:6t!it- work  be  not  fpeedily  executed,*^  yet 
wlMt  the  tiflle  of  A^euiicin  comea^  the  ffverity  of  the  ftn>ke 
wlirAttkl  1^  rteompenfe  fufficidntly  for  the  delay  of  it ;  God'a 
Iratld't^'Ktavy  wheil'tt  U  laidoo*  and  rhatyou  will  find  to  your 
60ft.  <*  C<^nfid<r\biS|  yr  that  forget  God.''  Confidor  this,  ye 
#IU>v  to  the  ofFenOc'of  allibber  and  ferklus  Chridiana,  are  fol-' 
k)w1tig  tbefe  obfcetid'  fpcAacles  and  comedies  that  are  fet  up 
in  this'iplace,  and'-fK^U  who,  in  your  night-revcllinga,  adven* 
tnfe  to  profMe  mk  'holy  word  and  wovQiip  of  God  in  the 
•pen  ftrei;t6#-  To«  may  imagiae  that  e?il  ihall  not  overtime 
you :  but  whether  ftall  God's  ^'ord  or  yours  hold  good  i  You 
fay,  ^  You  ifcalt  bay6  peae^i  though  you"  thus  infult  the  great 
6od>  and  "  add  dmkkennefs  to  chirft  f"  but  God  fayS)  *^  There 
is  no  peace-  tb  \h6  kicked*  '^  . 

But  now  fofiows  another* fcene :  a  fcene  of  ntercy  is  opened 
up  in  ttfi  XI.  In  that  day  ^uiU  I  rai/e  up  the  tabernacle  of  David^ 
that  is  fallen  J  and  ckfe  up  the  breaches  therf^f  and  I  iaiU  rai/e  up 
his  rviti^i  and  I  nvill  hultd  it  as  inr  the  days  of  old. 

Where  briefly  we  m^y  notlce,^  1/,  The  deGgnation  that 
Cod  giyes  unto  his  churchy  particularly  the  New  Tedament 
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church ;  it  is  called  tie  tahernaeU  of  David.  I  think  it'  b  fo 
called,  with  an  allufion  to  the  tsibernacle  that  was  made  by 
Mofes  in  the  wildernefat  which  was  « -badge  of  God's  par- 
ticular prefence  among  that  people :  it  was  a  kind  of  portable 
thin)!:  that  they  carried  about  with  them  from  one  place  to 
another,  till  they  came  to  Canaan ;  and  then  it  was  fet  in  the 
place  which  God  had  appointed  for  it  in  the  temple  at  Jerula- 
lem.  God's  militant  church  in  the  world  is  a  kind  of  move* 
able  thing :  <*The  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men/'  bvt  it-  is 
not  always  fixed  in  oiie  particular  place ;  -fometimes  he'  fees 
meet  to  remove  his  tabernacle,  as  the  tabernacle  was  ranored 
of  old  from  one  place  to  another ;  fometimes  he  .removes  it 
from  one  nation  to  another ;  hence  Chrift  tells  the  Jews,  that 
**  the  kingdom  of  God  (hould  be  taken  from  theib»and  given 
to  a  nation  that  would  make  a  better  ufe  of  it." '  Sirs,  God'n 
tabernacle  has  been  pitched  among  us  for  a.  long  time  s  hut  it 
has  met  with  courfe  handling,  many  foul  hands  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  approach  it.  None  but  thofe  that  were  called  9f^M. 
were  allowed  to  touch  the  tabiemade ;  but^  alas  I  how  .mvxf 
are  there  in  our  day. who  intrude  upon  tabernacle  Work;  that 
never  had  the  call  of  God,  or  his  people,  nnto  thafc.fkrvice  I, 
And  this  I  look  upon,  among  other  things,  to  be  pne  of. the 
many  melancholy  figns  of  God's  renioving  his' tabernacle  fnua 
among  us«  Little  of  God,  little  of  his  glory^  is  to  be  feen>ss 
in  former  times ;  the  cloud  of  his  prefence  is  departed.  But 
then  the  tabernacle  is  here  called  'ihtiabernacU  of.DaviiL 
Sirs,  David  had  great  pleafure  in  God's  tabernacle  :  ''  How 
amiable  are  thy  tabernacles,  O  Iiord  of  hofts  ?  One  day,  in  thy 
courts  is  better  than  a  tfaoufand  :  I  would  rather  be  H  door- 
keeper in  the  houfe  of  my  God,  than  to  dwell  in  the  tents  of 
wickednefs."  Alas  1  this  is  not  the  fpirit  of  the  genersUity 
now-a*day8 ;  many  love  rather  to  be  in  a  tavern  than  in  the 
tabernacle.  But  by  David  here,  we  are  not  to  underftasd 
David  perfonally,  but  David  typically,  the  SonofDavidy  he  in 
whom  David's  family,  David's  throne,  and  David's  power, 
were  perpetuated.  And  then  it  is  called  /&  tabernacle  of  Do' 
vidf  becaufe  it  is  his  property.  The  church  isChrift's  property^ 
he  bought  her  at  a  dear  rate,  even  with  the  price  of  his  pre- 
cious blood  'f  (he  is  his  dwelling-place,  and  he  has  no  other 
dwelling  upon  earth  but  his  church ;  he  fays  of  Zioo,  where 
the  tabernacle  was  placed,  *^  This  is  my  reft  for  ever ;  here 
will  I  dwell,  fori  do  like  it  well,"  Pfal.  cxxxii.  14. 

2dly,  We  may  notice  the  prefent  cafe  of  the  tabernacle  of 

David  ;  it  IS  faliiftf  there  are  breaches  made  upon  it,  and  it  is 

in  a  ruittous  condition.     ^'  The  boar  of  the  wood  had  wafted 

it,  the  wild  beafts  of  the  foreft  had  devoured  it ;"  the  laws  of 
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^lie  temple  had  been  violated  and  profaned,as  they  are  in  our 
day:  God  in  his  righteous  judgement  had  let  robbers  into  it, 
that  had  Spoiled  it :  "  Who  gave  Jacob  to  the  fpoil  and  Hrael 
to  the  Tobocrs  ?  He  againfl  whom  they  had  finned.''  Cjvil 
robbersi  ecclefiaftical  robbers,  break  in  upon  his  vineyard,  and 
'*  fpoil  the  render  grapes  and  vines,*'  inftead  of  prcferving 
them  i  they  carry  away  the  rights  of  the  people  of  God,  in- 
ftead of  patiooiztng  and  defending  them.  The  typical  taber- 
nacle of  David  fell  when  Chrift  rofe  from  the  dead  ;  the  Mo» 
faic  ceconomy  was  then  unhinged,  gtving  way  to  the  New 
Teftament  church. 

"^dljf  We  have  a  promife  here  of  rebuHding  David^s  taber* 
nade  :  /  wU  raijt  up  kit  rtdns^  and  I  nvill  buiid  it  as  in  the  days 
if  old.  We  read  of  great  furniture  laid  in  to  the  hatid  oi  Chrilt^ 
qI  great  gifts  bellowed  upon  our  Emmanuel*  But  for  what 
end  ?  It  was  for  buildiiig  a  houfe  for  God  to  dwell  in  among 
the  fons  of  men  :  "  When  he  afcended  up  on  high,  he  led  cap- 
tivity captive,  he  received  gifts  for  men,  yea,  even  for  the  re* 
bcUious,  that  the  Lord  God  might  dweli  among  us.**  Chrift 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  new  ubernacle  in  his  blood,  and  he 
afcended  up  to  heaven,  and  fat  down  upon  the  throne,  in  order 
to  puifue  that  great  end,  to  raife  up  a  (piritual  temple  for  him- 
felf  and  his  Father  to  dwell  in  \  for  from  eternity  ^  be  rejoiced 
in  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  and  his  delights  were  with 
the  f(ui8  of  men."  Now,  the  tabernacle  of  David  was  fallen^ 
but  ''.the  man  whofe  name  is  the  Branch,  he  comes  out  of 
his  place,  he  builds  the  temple  of  the  Lord,  and  he  (hall  bear 
the  glory  thereof.''    But  then, 

4thiy^  That  which  I  wouki  have  yoa  particularly  te'  notice 
is,  the  time  or  feafon  when  this  is  to  be  done  ;  it  is  in  that  day^ 
when  the  Lord  deftroys  thejinful  kingdom  frem  off  the  face  of  tie 
earth  I'^^that  day  when  ht  Jifts  the  /jou/e  of  Ifrael  among  all  na» 
twnjf  like  as  corn  is  Jifted  in  a  five ; — thai  day^  when  thejinneri 
of  \A&  people  Jball  die  by  the/vtord.  In  that  day  wilt  J  raije  up  tb$ 
tabernacle  of  David. 

From  this  connection  I  only  take  notice  of  this  obfervation, 
and  fo  &all  conclude  at  prefent. 

Observ.-**  That  God  many  times  u(hersin  a  glorious  work  of 
reformation,  by  very  cloudy,  dark,  and  difmal  difpenfations 
of  providence.*' 

What  a  difmal  afpe£l  had  God's  procedure  in  die  preceding 
l^erfes  !  and  yet  gr^ce  and  ipercy  breaks  out  of  that  dark  cloud. 
]3ut  the  further  prpfecution  of  tbisdodrine  I  (ball  .refer  till  the 
^fternoon.     The  Lord  blefs  his  word. 
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Amqs  IX.  1 1  .—A  tkai  day  mil  1  raift  up  the  iakwnach  rfDinM 
that  is  f alien j^  and  chfe  up  the  breaches  thereef^  and  JtwUl  raift 
yp  his  ruins,  an4 1  will  buihi  it  oj  i^tie  dajf  rfcU. 

THE   SECOND  6ERM0N   ON  THIS  TCXT« 

HAVING  eiplained  tbia  portian  of  fcriptvre  in  the  fore- 
noon,  I  (hall  not  (land  to  refume  any  thing  that  wa« 
faid  that  way.  I  jttft  named  a  doQrine  from  the  words  taken 
in  their  conoeAioj^.  to  wit,  "  That  it  is  God^  ordinary  wa; 
to  ufiier  in  the  revival  and  rcftoratton  of  his  own  work,  by  ver; 
awful^  dark,  and  glooiny  difpenfutions  of  providence.'*  Hero 
was  a  ve;ry  dark  dsy,  a  day  of  deftm&ion  from  the  preience 
of  the  tiord«  a  day  cl  hewing  down  by  the  fword,  a  day  of  on- 
hinging  nations  and  churches ;  and  yet  you  fee  what  it  alltevf 
mfiates  and  refolves  in,  In  that  day  tuiU  I  iuild  up  the  tahemad^ 
rfjyofvid^  1  wll  r^/hre  the  brtaehiSy  ^nd  repair  the  ruins  thenm 
2f%  as  in  the  days  of  sH 

I  remember,  when  the  prophet  Elijah  carae  unto  monst 
Hoiebythe  Lord  paflbs  by  mm,  and  he  kne!wit  not.  There 
\%  a  very  ftrange  appearance  made  unto  the  prophet :  firfti 
there  was  a  great  and  ftormy  wind  ratfed,  which  breaks  the 
Tocks  and  ihakes  the  mountains*  but  God  was  not  in  the 
wind  :  after  the  wind  came  an  earthquake ;  but  God  was  not 
there  :  after  the  earthquake  came  a  nre  ;  but  God  was  not  in 
the^fire*  Weil,  what  does  all  this  reiblve  in  !  This  was  jull 
a  preparation  towards  God's  manifefting  of  himfelf  unto  the 
prophet  in  thejff/tf.  andfmall  voice.  This  is  God's  ordinary  way 
of  workings  both  towards  panicular  pcrfonsy  and  particniar 
churches  ;  ckuds  and  darknefi  are  rotmd  about  him  in  bis  wafi 
before  ntercy  and  truth  are  fccn  going  bcfsre  his  face. 

I  read  you  two  or  three  texts  of  fcripture  to  confirm  it. 
The  one  you  have  in  the  prophet  Malachi>  the  laft  chapter  of 
the  Old  Teflam^nt,  ift  and  zd  verfes;  *<  Behold,  the  day  Com- 
eth tiiat  ihall  burn  as  an  oven,  and  all  the  proud,  vea,  and  all 
g*  at  do  wickedly,  (hall  be  flubble,  and  the  day  that  corocdi 
all  burn  them  up,  faith  the  Lord  of  hods,  that  it  ihall  leave 
them  neither  root  nor  branch/*  "VYell,  but  the  cloud  turns 
about,  and  the  bright  (ide  of  it  appears,  in  ver.  2.  ^^  But  unto 
you  that  fear  my  name,  (hall  the  Sun  of  Righteoafnefs  arife 
with  healing  in  his  wings,  and  ye  (hall  go  forth  and  grow  up 
as  calv?s  of  the  flail."    Ver.  3.  «  And  ye  ihall  tread  down  the 
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^ivkked ;  for  they  (hall  be  afhes  linder  the  foles  of  your  feet 
ia  the  day  that  I  (hall  do  this^  faith  the  Lord  of  hofts."  Zecb. 
kiH.  8.  9.  ^*  And  it  fliall  come  to  pafs,  that  in  all  the  land, 
fatdi  the  Lord,  two  parts  therein  (hail  be  cat  off,  and  die,  but 
the  tMrd  (hali  be  left  therein.  And  I  will  bring  the  third 
jpart  through  the  fire,  and  will  refine  them  as  (ilver  is  refined^ 
and  win  try  them  as  gold  is  tried.''  We]l>  wtiat  follows  upon 
that  ?  '*  Thej  (hall  call  on  my  name,  and  I  will  hear  them  ; 
I  w?Il  fay.  It  IS  my  people ;  and  they  (hall  fay.  The  Lord  is 
my  God.**  I  only  name  another,  in  the  prophefy  of  Ifaiah, 
duip.  ir.  We  fee  terrible  work  in  the  clofe  of  the  preceding 
chapter,  <^  Thy  men  (hall  fail  by  the  fword,  and  thy  mighty 
men  in  the  war.  And  her  gates  (hall  lament  and  mourn  ; 
and  (he  being  defolate  (hall  m  upon  the  girbund/'  And  the 
land  (hali  tc  fo  defolate,  that  <<  feven  women  (hall  take  hold  of 
one  man,  faying,  We  will  eat  our  own  bread,  and  wear  our 
own  apparel  \  only  let  us  be  called  by  thy  name,  to  take  away 
Our  reproach."  Well,  what  comes  out  of  that  ?  See  it  in 
W.  2.  3.  ''  In  that  day  (hall  the  branch  of  the  houfe  of  the 
Lord  be  beautiful  and  glorious,  and  the  fruit  of  the  earth 
(hall  be  excellent  and  comely,  for  them  that  are  efcaped  of 
IfraeL  And  it  (hall  come  to  pafs,  that  he  that  is  left  in 
ZioB,  and  he  that  remaineth  in  Jerufalem,  (hall  be  called  holy, 
icTen  eytry  one  that  is  written  among  the  living  in  Jerufalem.'* 
For  the  further  confirmation  of  this  truth,  1  (hall  produce 
two  or  three  inllances,  from  which  it  will  appear,  that  Grod'9 
ordinary  way  is  to  u(her  in  the  enlarging  and  upbuilding  ef 
his  church  by  fuch  awful  and  terrible  di(penfatioRs. 

And  the  (irft  I  name  is,  God's  planting  a  church  for  him« 
felf  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  When  God  has  a  mind  to  pitch 
his  tabernacle  there,  according  to  the  promife  made  to  Abra- 
ham, by  which  he  made  a  grant  of  it  to  him  and  to  his  feed ; 
what  way  goes  he  to  work  ?  Firft,  Ifirael  is  brought  into  £gpy t, 
and  are  made  to  groan  there  for  four  hundred  years.  When 
the  time  of  their  deliverance  comes,  Egypt  is  plagued,  Pharoah 
tiftd  his  hoft  is  turned  into  the  Red  fea,  there  they  are  executed 
as  on  a  high  gibbet ;  fix  hundred  thoufand  that  came  out  of 
Egypt,  are  made  to  dung  the  wildernefs  with  their  carcafes ; 
after  that,  twenty  or  thirty  kingdoms  are  overthrown,  and  the 
bid  inhabitants  are  pulled  up  by  the  roots.  And  then  the  Lord 
fcts  up  his  tabernacle,  and  puts  Ifrael  in  pofleffion  of  the  land^ 
according  to  his  promife. 

Another  inftance  to  the  fame  piirpofe  is  In  the  return  of  the 
cfiildren  of  Ifrael  from  the  Babyloni(h  captivity*  Before  the 
captivity,  they  were  fo  degenerate,  {o  funk  in  tori,  that  it  tvas 
itnpofiible  to  metid  ibcm  $  they  Ivtte,  I&e  ati  old  houfe,  too 
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crazy  and  ruinous  to  be  patched  up.  Therefqre  what  does  the 
Lord  ?  He  takes  them  quite  down,  he  unhinges  their  ciYil  and 
cccleGailio  conflitution,  heasit  werepullsthem  up  from  the  very 
ground,  he  makes  the  land  fpue  out  its  inhabitants,  he  fells 
Ifrael  into  the  hand  of  the  Babylonians,  and  lets  them  lie  there 
feventy  years,  till  the  land  enjoyed  her  Sabbaths.  WeU,  what 
does  he  after  the  land  had  enjoyed  her  Sabbaths  ?  What  a  ftraop 
revolution  is  made  to  bring  Ifrael  out  of  captivity  i  The  ereat 
Baibylonifh  empire  muft  be  turned  over  to  the  hands  ot  the 
Medes  and  Perfians,  and  this  makes  way  for  Ifrael  to  return ; 
and  he  ^'  makes  them  then  to  take  root  downwardj  and  bring 
forth  fruit  upward." 

A  third  inftance  I  give  you  is  in  New  Teftaroent  times, 
about  three  hundred  years  after  our  blefled  Lord,  in  the  days, 
of  Condantine  the  Great.  When  the  whole  ftrongth  of  the 
Roman  empire  had  been  employed  for  fuppreffing  the  name 
of  a  crucified  Chiift,  that  empire  is  made  to  bow  to  the  Me- 
diator's fceptre,  to  the  fceptre  of  a  crucified  Jefus ;  but  befoie 
that  comes  about,  what  feas  of  Chrif^ian  blood  muft  be  (bed 
in  ten  feveral  bloody  perfecutions  ?  And  when  thefe  are  over, 
what  ftrange  cataftrophies,  what  terrible  convulfions  follow  ? 
The  kings  and  great  men,  the  mighty  men  of  tins  earth,  the 
grandees  and  great  folk  in  the  Roman  empire  that  oppofed 
Chrift,  they  are  overthrown  in  many  pitched  battles ;  and  then 
they  cry,  as  we  read  in  Rev.  vi.  to  the  hills  and  mountains  to 
hide  them  from  the  terror  of  the  name  Chrift  that  was  upon 
them :  and  after  all  this  comes  deliverance  and  enlargement 
to  the  Chriftians. 

A  fourth  inftance  is  yet  to  come,  and  that  is*  the  revival  of 
the  church  upon  the  downfal  of  Antichrift.  We  read  in  Rer. 
xi.  that  Antichrift  he  prevails  to  the  flaying  of  the  witneflcsi 
and  his  kingdom  is  carried  unto  fuch  a  prodigious  height,  that 
all  the  nations  and  kingdoms  of  the  earth  are  made  drunk  with 
the  wine  of  his  fornication,  his  vile  idolatries  and  delufions** 
But  in  the  i8th,  19th,  and  20th  chapters  of  the  book  of  Reve- 
lation, we  have  an  account  of  the  overthrow  of  Antichrlfti 
with  fuch  terrible  appearances  of  God  in  his  providence,  tliat 
men  are  made  to  ride  in  blood  unto  the  horfes  bridles ;  and 
after  all  this  the  beaft,  and  the  falfe  prophet,  and  Satan  who 
deceived  them,  are  caft  into  the  lake  of  fire  and  brimftonCi 
where  they  (liall  be  tormented  day  and  night  for  evpr  and  ever. 
Then  comes  down  the  new  Jerufalem  out  of  heaven,  Jew  \xsA 
Gentile  are  converted  to  the  faith  of  Chrift ;  a  cry  comes  fiom 
heaven,  faying,  "  Behold  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men/' 
Fr6m  Sill  thefe  things  the  truth  of  the  dodrine  is  abund^iritlf 
evidenti  that  God  commonly  ufhqrs  inhls  remarkable  appear- 
ances 
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ances  for  his  churchy  with  very  awful  and  cloudy  difpenCidons 
of  providence. 

Keadilj  yon  may  a(k  me  the  reafon  of  this,  why  is  it  God 
goes  this  way  to  work  ?  I  anfwer, 

z.  In  ibcj/lrfi  place.  One  reafon  of  it  b,  that  he  may  be 
avenged  on  the  perfecutors  and  enemies  of  his  church  and 
people.  Why  does  God  plague  and  overthrow  Egypt,  but  to 
avenge  the  quarrel  of  Ifrael  upon  Pharaoh  and  the,  Egyptians  i 
Why  is  the  Babylonifh  empire  overthrown,  but  to  avenge  the 
quarrel  of  Ifrael  that  had  been  opprefied  by  them  feventy 
years  ?  Sec  a  word  to  this  purpofe,  Jcr.  1.  33.  34.  *'  Thus 
faith  the  Lord  of  hods.  The  children  of  Ifrael,  and  the  chil- 
dren of  Judahi  were  opprefled  together,  and  all  chat  took  them 
captives,  held  them  faft,  they  refufed  to  let  them  go.  Their 
Redeemer  is  ftrong,  the  Lord  of  hofts  is  his  name,  he  (hall 
throughly  plead  their  caufe,  that  he  may  give  refl:  to  the  landp 
and  difquiet  the  inhabitants  of  Babylon.''  God  will  take  his 
own  time  to  refent  his  people's  quarrel  ^  he  lets  them  lie  for 
a  while  under  the  feet  of  their  enemies^  but  *'  the  rod  of  the 
lacked  (hall  not  always  reft  upon  the  lot  of  the  righteous^ 
left  the  righteous  put  forth  their  hands  unto  iniquity.  Pre- 
cious in  the  fight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  of  his  faints  j'' 
and  he  will  make  inquifition  for  the  blood  of  his  faints  that 
has  been  (hed  like  water  in  our  ftreets.  Sirs,  much  of  this 
blood  was  fhcd  in  the  times  of  perfecuting  tyranny,  particu- 
larly in  this  city.  That  blood,  I  fay,  hath  not  been  purged  ; 
yea,  the  guilt  of  it  calls  for  wrath  upon  us  their  finfuMpofte- 
rity.  There  was  no  due  inquiry  after  it,  when  the  Lord 
turned  back  our  captivity  aft^r  the  Revolution  i  yea,  inftead  of 
that,  men  who  had  dipt  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  his  faints 
were  put  into  places  and  pofts  both  civil  and  military  ;  yea,  I 
will  add,  that  they  were  admitted  to  fit  as  conftituent  mem.* 
hers  in  the  fupreme  judicatories  of  this  church.  We  have 
reafon  to  believe^  that  he  will  inquire  after  that  blood  ;  for  he 
••  vifits  the  iniquity  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children,  to  the 
third  and  fourth  generation."  It  is  crying  yet  from  under 
the  altar  againft  many  families  in  Scotland  ;  and  1  fear  it  has 
a  loud  cry  againft  this  city,  where  it  was  fhcd  in  great  abun* 
dance. 

2.  But  then  a  y^^W  reafon  why  God  goes  this  way  to  work 
is,  that  he  may  remove  the  abounding  offences  in  the  vifible 
church,  and  roll  away  the  impediments  that  hinder  her  refor- 
mation. The  vifible  church  is  juft  like  a  draw-net,  that  takes 
in  both  good  and  bad  fifhes  \  and  fometimes  the  net  is  fo  full 
of  bad  fifhes,  bad  miniiters,  bad  magiftrates,  and  bad  profef- 
fors,  that  error,  iniquity,  profanity,  an4  fcandalou^  offences. 
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inftead  of  bein^  fopprefledy  vet  encouraged  and  patrofiifed  bjf 
thofe  whofe  office  obliges  them  to  ftand  up  for  the  great  God 
according  to  their  commiffion*  Well,  when  thofe  things  are 
negleflcd  by  men  of  power  and  atithority,  or  by  jadicatoriescinl 
and  eccleGaftici  iMrhen  fcandaldus  errors,  wickednefles,  and 
abominations,  are  not  purged  bv  thofe  whofe  province  it  is  to 
do  it ;  God  takes  the  work  in  his  own  hand ;  his  turn  (ball 
not  lie  behind ;  hs  will  put  to  his  hand,  and  do  it  himfelf,  ra- 
ther than  it  lie  undone.  But  a  terrible  work  he  makes  when 
he  begins ;  I  (hall  read  you  a  fcripture  to  this  purpofe,  ill  IC 
lix.  13.  "  In  tranfgreffing  and  lying  againft  the  Lord,  and  de- 
parting away  from  our  God,  fpeaking  oppreffion,  conceiring 
and  uttering  from  the  heart  words  of  falfehood.  Judgement 
is  turned  away  backward,  and  juftice  ftandeth  afar  off:  fior 
truth  is  fallen  in  the  ftreet,  and  equity  cannot  enter.  Tea* 
truth  faileth,  and  he  that  departeth  from  evil  maketh  himfelf 
a  prey.**  Weil,  what  follows  ?  The  Lord  fav»  it,  that  ha 
caufe  and  work  was  neglefted,  and  it  dlfpleafed  hitn  that  diere 
was  no  judgement :  he  faw  that  there  was  no  man  to  ftand 
up  for  his  truths  and  his  ways,  and  for  the  privileges  of  hb 
fubje£ls ;  *^  Therefore  his  own  arm  brought  falvation  unto 
bim  ;  and  his  righteoufnefs  it  fuftatned  him  :  for  he  put  on 
righteoufnefs  as  a  breaftplate,  and  an  helmet  of  falvation  upon 
his  head  *,  and  he  put  on  the  garments  of  vengeance  for 
clothing,  and  was  clad  with  2eal  as  a  cloke.  According  td 
their  deeds,  accordingly  he  will  repay,  fury  to  his  adverfaries^ 
recoiil)>^nce  to  his  enemies,  to  the  iflands  he  will  repay  rccom* 
pence.^  I  fear,  this  points  at  the  ifland  of  Britain,  for  the 
public  affronts  done  to  God  in  it,  and  the  negle£l  of  magi- 
itrates,  minifters,  and  others,  in  purging  the  houfe  of  God  of 
fcandalous  offences  and  abominations.  I  fhall  give  you  an  in* 
ftance  in  the  cafe  of  Eli's  two  foils ;  they  abandoned  them- 
felves  unto  fuch  fcandalous  carriage  about  the  tabernacle  of 
God,  that  they  gave  offence  unto  all  that  feared  God  in  Ifracl; 
yea,  they  made  the  facrificcs  of  the  Lord  to  be  abhorred  by 
their  fcandalous  way  of  afting.  Well,  Eli,  who  was  both  their 
father  and  their  judge,  he  neglefted  to  take  them  to  taik  as  he 
(Dttght  to  have  done ;  he  cenfured  them,  but  it  was  very  overly 
and  fuperficially  ;  jull  like  fome  fentcnces  paffed  in  the  judi- 
tatorics  of  this  church,  when  the  honour  of  Chrift  required 
Inuch  more  to  be  done.  Well,  what  docs  the  Lord  when  of- 
fences abound,  and  Eli  negledls  to  pafs  due  ccnfure  upon  his 
fons  .^  He  "  docs  a  thing  that  makes  the  ears  of  every  one 
that  heard  tell  of  it  to  tingle."  Hophni  and  Phinehas,  his  two 
fons,  are  flain  in  battle,  Eli's  neck  is  broken,  and  the  armies  of 
Ifrael  fall  before  the  Philillines  5  the  ark  ol  God  is  canicd 
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&waf  into  captiTity,  and  deliTcred  into  the  liands  of  the  PhilU 
llinea.  Some  hundreds  of  years  after,  the  quarrel  i«  purfued  fur- 
ther ;  eighty-five  of  his  pofterity  are  flain  by  the  fword  in  one 
lay}  Abiathar,  one  of  his  feed,  in  the  days  of  Solomon,  is  turned 
3ttt  of  his  priedhoodi  for  being  concerned  in  Adonijah's  con- 
[piracy ;  and  the  whole  of  his  poilerity  are  reduced  to  beggary 
ami  flaTcry.  So,  yon  fee,  God  goes  this  way  to  work,  that 
nc  niay  pvrge  his  houfe  of  corruptions  and  offences,  efpecially 
when  this  is  negkAed  l>y  thofe  clothed  with  authority  f«culac 
QX  fpiritual  for  that  end.     But  then  again, 

.3.  Another  reafon  why  God  goes  this  way  to  work  in  build« 
jng  up  hts  own  tabernacle  is,  becaufe  there  is  fomething  god- 
[ike»  great-like  and  majeftic  in  this  manner  of  procedure. 
There  is  an  awful  and  terrible  majedy  in  God's  way  of  work- 
ing, particularly  i^  his  way  of  repairing  and  building  up  his 
houfe ;  '*  Clouds  and  darknefs  are  round  about  bin),  and  yet 
righteoufnefs  and  judgement  are  the  habitation  of  his  throne  *, 
the  heavens  declare  his  righteoufnefs,  and  all  the  people  fee 
his  glory*"  There  is  fomething  very  admirable  in  this  way  of 
working* 

'  I/?,  In  refpefl  of  God  himfelf«  It  is  feen  that  the  excel- 
Icttcy^f  the  power  is  of  him,  and  not  of  any  inftrument  what- 
ioever.  Is  it  not  for  the  glory  of  God,  to  open  a  way  for 
himfelf  that  feems  altogether  impalTable  ?  If.  xlji.  15.  i6^  ^*  I 
will  make  wade  mountains  and  hills,  and  dry  up  all  their 
herbs*  and  I  will  make  the  rivers  iilands,  and  I  will  dry  up  the 

EoJs."  What  follows  ?  "  1  will  lead  the  blind  by  a  way  they 
ow  not,  and  in  paths  they  have  not  known  :  1  will  make 
darknefs  light  before  them,  and  crooked  things  ilraighr."  It  is 
good  for  the  liOrd's  people  to  be  aiming  and  minting  at  the 
leiloration  of  his  houfe,  though  they  know  not  a  ftep  before 
them ;  for  though  they  be  bemifted,  yet  the  Lord  leads  them, 
and  he  makes  crooked  things  (traight.     But  then, 

.  Q.dlyx  There  is  fomething  in  this  way  admiiable  in  rcfpedt 
pf  rel<igion  itfelf.  AH  faifc  religions  have  been  propagated  by 
an  arm  of  fleCh  ;  Mahoipetanifm  by  force,  Popery  by  fire  and 
faggot  5  but  the  true  religion  of  Jcfus,  by  v/ays  and  means  that 
would,  rather  fcem  to  crufh  it,  Thefe  bloody  perfecutions  I 
was  fpeaking  of  would  rather  fcem  to  foiother  the  caufe  of 
Chrift,  than  any  other  thing  5  and  yet  the  Lord  advanced  his 
interefl  by  the  blood  of  his  faints*  Who  would  ever  have 
thought,  that  by  a  handful  of  poor  illiterate  fifhermen  the 
yrhole  world  (hould  be  made  to  fubjeft  thcmfclveb  to  a  cruci- 
^ed  Chrift,  a  contemned  Jefus  of  Nazareth  ? 

-^dly^  It  i^  admirable  Jikewife  in  refpect  of  the.  people  of 
pod,  and  the  cffeft  that  this  wny  of  \vcriving  has  upon  them  ; 
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for  hereby  God  purges  away  their  drofs  :  "  By  this  flial!  the 
stiiquity  of  Jacob  be  purged^  and  this  is  all  the  fruit  to  take 
away  his  fin."  Thefe  things  do  not  indeed  purge  away  fin 
meritorioufly,  but  they  do  it  inftrutnentally,  by  fending  them 
to  the  right  airth,  even  to  the  blood  of  Chrift ;  and  whenever 
they  are  waflied  hefe,  they  begin  to  cry,  with  EphrainSi 
•*  Wliat  have  I  any  more  to  do  with  idols  ?"  Hereby  he  tries 
them,  what  metal  they  arc  of;  not  that  he  is  ignorant  of  it, 
but  to  let  them  know  their  own  weaknefs,  that  thpy  have  no 
ftrength  in  themfclves,  bat  m.uft  truft  in  the  living  God 
Hereby  he  improves  their  graces ;  by  thefe  cloddy  and  dark 
difpenfations  he  po1i(hcs  their  graces,  and  rubs  QfF  their  ruft: 
**  Tribulation  worketh  patience ;  and  patience,-  experience ; 
and  experience,  hope ;  and  hope  maketh  not  aihamed."  Yon 
know  the  fnedding  of  the  tree  pontributes  to  the  fertility  and 
growth  of  the  branches*  By  thefe  trials,  God,  as  tlie  Lord 
of  his  vineyard^  fneds  the  luxuriant  branches  of  his  planting, 
whereby  they  are  made  more  prolific  in  the  way  of  godline»i 
And  hereby  the  Lord  weans  their  hearts  from  this  vain  and 
tranfitory  world  :  '•  Their  light  afiUftiop  worketh  for  them  a 
far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory :"  therefore 
they  •*  look  not  at  things  which  are  feen,  but  at  things  that 
are  not  feen  :  for  the  things  that  are  feen,  are  temporal ;  but 
the  things  which  are  not  feen,  are  eternal." 

I  (hould  next  go  on  to  the  application.  I  fee  your  time  has 
much  prevented  me  ;  therefore  I  fhall  conclude  all  at  prefcnt 
with  two  inferences. 

I.  In  theJir/1  place  then.  If  it  be  fo,  as  you  have  been  hear- 
ing, that  thi?  is  God's  way  of  feiting  up  the  tabernacle  of  Da« 
vid  that  is  fallen,  and  clofing  up  the  breaches  thereof,  by  fuch 
nwful,  dark,  and  cloudy  difpeniations;  hence  I  infer,  that  un- 
lefs  God  lias  a  mind  to  take  his  kingdom  away  from  us,  unleft 
he  has  a-mind  to  lift  his  candledick,  and  bid  farewell  to  us 
ior  ever,  we  have  reafon  to  look  for  very  awful  and  difmal 
ilifpenfaiions  of  divine  Providence  in  this  land.  Many  black 
figns  of  God's  anger  are  already  gone  forth  :  God  has  in 
a   great   meafure   departed    from   high   and  low,   rich   and 

f)ccr ;  departed  from  magiftrates,  minifters,  and  people: 
ittle  of  God  to  be  feen  in  ordinances,  or  the  judicatories  of 
Ills  church ;  we  have  *'  forfaken  the  fountain  of  Jiving  waters." 
Oh  v'hvjt  barrtnnefs  under  a  dlfpenfed  gofpel  !  Oh  what 
;ibounding  profanity  !  what  curfing  and  fwearing !  what  ty- 
ranny and  opprtlTion,  particularly  in  ecclcfiaftical  liberties  and 
privileges  !  How  are  intruders  enrolled  among  the  number  of 
jhe  iujibafiiidors  of  Chrift  !  How  are  the  privileges  of  the 
I  Lord's 
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drd's  people  facrificed,  in  order  to  compliment  th^  '*  maii 
tththe  gold  ring  and  the. gay  clothing  !^'  How  little  differ- 
ice  18  there  put  betwixt  the  precious  and  the  vtle !  The  land 
groaming  uhder  a  weight  of  fin,  and  the  fin  of  the  land  is 
Tuig  for  vengeance  at  the  haild  of  God«  I  doubt  if  thefe^ 
id  maoj  other  Offences,  and  the  occafions  of  them^  be  remo-^ 
d,'  Hll  uod  put  to  his  hand^  as  in  the  manner  you  were  hear* 
g  in  the  do^rine ;  therefore  we  had  need  to  prepare  for  a 
3mi :  "  Prepare  to  meet  thy  God,  O  Ifracl.'' 

2.  hficmd  inference  I  make  ib,  If  it  be  fo,  that  God  uffierg 

the  reftoration  and  upbuilding  of  David's  taberiiacle  in 
Lch  a  w^y ;  here  is  ground  of  encouragement  to  the  Lord's 
sople.  Whatever  difmal  days  may  call  up,  all  (hall  iflue  in 
ic  advancement  of  the  intereft  of^Chrift)  and  the  good  of 
lem  that  lore  him. 

There  are  only  diefe  grounds  and  topics  of  corifolation  I 
?ould  mention  to  you. 

iy7,  Here  is  comfort  and  encouragement,  that  Zion's  King 
ifcth,  and  he  will  outlive  all  his  enemies:  ^^  The  Lord  liveth^ 
}lefled  be  my  rock :  and  let  the  God  of  my  falvation  be  exalt- 
ed.'' 

lHy^  He  not  only  lives,  but  reigns  ;  and  this  is  ground  of 
tomfort :  *VLet  Ifrael  rejoice  in  him  that  made  him  :  let  th^ 
Uuldrcn  of  Zion  be  joyful  in  their  King."  Why  ?  "  I'he  Lord 
teigneth^  even  thy  God,  O  Zion,  to  all  geni^ratiohs.  The 
Lord  reigneth  \  let  the  earth  rejoice,  let  the  multitude  of  the 
iflcs  be  glad  thereof." 

'^dly^  He  is  adjufting  ^11  his  providential  difpenfations  for  the 
good  and  advantage  of  his  own  people :  **  He  rides  in  the  v-^ry 
beavens  for  their  help."  God^s  way  many  times  ^*  is  in  the 
lea,  and  his  paths  in  the  great  waters^  and  his  fbotfteps  are  not 
bown.''  But  though  we  cannot  ttace  his  dep^,  yet  well  does 
^e  know  the  way  he  is  taking  with  his  people,  when  he  is 
[>laoging  them  as  it  were  over  head  and  ears  in  the  deep  wa^* 
«rs  of  Marah.  «  Why  faycft  thou,  O  Jacob,  and  fpeakelt,  O 
frael,  My  way  is  hid  from  the  Lord,  and  iny  judgement  i^ 
>affed  over  from  my  God  ?  Haft  thou  not  known  ?  haft  thod 
lot  heard}  that  the  everlafting  God,  the  Lordj  the  Creator  of 
he  ends  of  the  earthy  fainteth  not,  neither  is  weary  }  there  is 
10  fearchtng  out  of  his  underftanding."  Therefore  **  thy 
iray  cannot  be  hid  from  the  Lord,  nor  thy  judgement  paiTed 
ver  from  thy  God,"  If.  il. 

4/^/^,  Know^  for  thy  encouragement,  berlever,  that  what- 
ver  he  do  with  you,  though  he  (hould  fend  a  fcattering  wind^ 
nd  fift  you  among  the  nations,  yet  not  one  grain  (hall  be  loft  ^ 
is  eye  follows  hid  remnant,  wherever  they  go :  *•  The  eyes 
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of  the  Lord  run  td  and  fro  throughout  the  whole  earthi  to 
{hew  himfelf  ftrong  in  the  behalf  of  them  whofe  heart  is  up- 
right before  him.** 

And  then  know,  for  thy  encouragement,  believer,  .diat,  go 
where  thou  wilt,  thy  God  will  go  with  thee,  a  God  in  Chrift 
will  bear  thee  company :  **  When  thou  paffeft  through  die 
waters,  I  will  be  with  thee;  and  through  the  floods,  theyiliall 
not  overflow  thee :  when  thou  walked  through  the  fire,  thoa 
(halt  not  be  burnt,  neither  (hall  the  flame  kindle  upon  thee. 
Fjcar  not,  for  I  am  with  thee  :  be  not  drfnfayed,  for  I  am  thy 
God  :  I  will  ftrengthen  thee,  yea,  I  will  help  thee,  I  will  up- 
hold thee  with  the  right  hand  of  my  righteoufneCs.'*  And  is 
not  this  glorious  encouragement  ?  He  has  bis  people  fet  at  all 
times  as  a  fcal  upon  his  heart  and  arm,  whatever  be  his  dif* 
penfations  towards  them. 

Then  know,  believer,  whatever  be  thy  Gtuation  in  tie 
world,  or  whatever  be  thy  apprehenfions  of  thyfelf,  thou  art 
itanding  in  heaven  in  the  perfon  of  thy  High  Prieft,  thy  Head, 
and  thy  elder  Brother.  As  the  high  prieft,  when  he  flood' 
within  the  vail,  reprefented  all  the  people  of  Ifraei ;  fo  all  die 
true  Ifracl  of  God  are  (landing  within  the  vail  of  thefe  vifiUe 
heavens,  in  their  great  reprefentative  :  **  He  hath  made  us  ac- 
cepted in  the  beloved."  And  is  not  this  glorious  encourage- 
ment. 

I.  conclude  with  two  or  three  words  of  advice  in  ^is  doudf 
day,  or  in  cafe  a  darker  day  caft  up. 

I.  My  advice  to  every  one  that  has  any  regard  to  their  eter- 
nal well-being  is,  To  fee  that  their  (landing  be  right :  for  if 
ou  be  not  (landing  upon  the  rock,  upon  the  foundation  God 
las  laid  in  Zion,  you  will  never  (land  in  the  day  of  trial; 
when  the  flood  of  trouble  and  perfecution  comes,  vou  will 
give  way,  and  be  carried  down  before  the  flood.  Therefore 
take  care  that  you  be  fettled  upon  the  rock  Chrid,  *'  not  ha- 
ving your  own  righteoufnefs,  which  is  of  the  law,  but  that 
which  is  through  the  faith  of  Chrift,  the  righteoufnefs  which 
is  of  God  by  faith." 

•  2.  Another  advice  I  give  you  is.  Beware  of  an  evil  heart  of 
unbelief)  for  the  root  of  ail  apoftafy  and  defedion  lies  here; 
Hcb.  iii.  12.  "  Take  heed,  brethren,  left  there  be  in  any  of 
you  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief,  in  departing  from  the  living 
God."  Let  your  life  in  the  world  be  a  lire  of  faith  on  thef 
Son  of  God  ;  for  there  is  no  (landing,  no  warring,  but  by 
faith :  **  This  is  the  viflory  whereby  we  overcome  the  world, 
even  our  faith." 

3.  Another  advice  I  give  to  the  Lord's  remnant  is,  That 
they  would  beware  of  tlie  prevailing  dcfedlions  in  the  day  and 
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eenenlion  wherein  they  live.  Keep  your  garments  clean ; 
f(Nr  they  that  keep  the  Lord's  way,  and  his  teflimony,  he  will 
tJike  care  of  them,  and  keep  them  :  Rev.  iii.  10.  *<  Becaufe 
them  haft  kept  the  word  of  my  patience,  I  alfo  will  keep  thee 
from  the  hour  of  temptation,  which  (hall  come  upon  all  the 
worid,  to  try  them  that  dwell  upon  the  earth."*     And  then/ 

4.  See  that  you  be  among  the  mourners  in  Zion,  that  (igh 
and  cry  for  all  the  diihonours  done  to  God  in  the  day  wherein 
yoo  live.  God  takes  care  of  fuch  in  an  evil  day :  he  puts  a 
mark  upon  them,  and  gives  charge  to  the  man  with  the 
ilaaghter*weapon,  not  to  touch  any  of  them  upon  whom  hjs 
iMirk  is  fet.    Then, 

5*  Another  advice  I  give  you  is.  Beware  of  every  thing 
that  may  miilead  you ;  beware  of  every  pcrfon  that  may  mif- 
lead  yotti  <<  Evil  communication  corrupts  good  manners.'* 
Chrift  in  a  ifpecial  manner  bids  us,  ^*  beware  of  falfe  prophets, 
diat  come  in  (heeps  clothing,  but  inwardly  are  ravening 
wolves.-'  We  arc  advifed  in  fcripture  to  beware  of  feveral 
kinds  of  guides,  that  we  may  not  commit  our  fouls  unto  their 
keeping  or  direction  in  their  eternal  concerns.     As^ 

Firft,  We  are  to  beware  of  hiind  guides^  men  that  are  ig» 
Qorant  of  the  work  of  God  upon  their  own  hearts,  that  are 
ignorant  of  the  narrow  way  that  leadeth  unto  life.  How  (hall 
they  lead' others  to  heaven,  who  are  not  travelling  the  road  to 
it  themfelvcs  ?  When  "  the  blind  lead  the  blind,  both  will 
fall  into  the  ditch." 

Then  we  are  advifed  likewife  to  beware  of  barhihg  guides  i 
Bevjore  of  dogs  ;  that  is  to  fay,  men  that  bark  at  the  truth;  and 
that  bark  at  honeft  minifters  and  Chriftians  that  defire  to  ad- 
here to  the  truth  in  a  day  of  defe£tion.  <'  Beware  of  dogs> 
l»eware  of  evil  workers,  beware  of  the  concifion." 

We  are  likewife  warned  againft  dumb  guides,  who  have  not 
a  mouth  to  open  for  Chrift  or  his  caufe.  The  watchman  is 
to  give  the  cry  when  the  city  is  in  danger  of  being  given  up 
into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The  Lord  commands  his  mini« 
fters  to  **  cry  aloud,  and  not  fpaire,  to  lift  up  their  voice  like  a 
trumpet,  and  fhew  his  people  their  tranfgreffions,  and  the 
houfe  of  Jacob  their  flns."  Ic  is  a  iign  that  the  watchman  is 
in  a  confederacy  ^ith  the  enemy,  who  is  filent  when  the  etie- 
my  is  breaking  down  the  carved  work  of  God's  temple ;  can 
that  man  be  counted  faithful  to  his  truft  i 

Then  we  are  likewife  to  beware  of  erroneous  guides,  men 
that  are  tinAured  and  leavened  with  error.  A  fad  watch  of 
this  kind  h^th  of  late  come  abroad  into  the  world ;  a  whole 
fyftem  of  errors,  in  a  catechifm  publifhed  for  promoting  Ar- 
minian,  Arian^  and  Socinian  errors,  and  in  order  to  darken 
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the  truth.  Beware  of  fuch  erroneous  men,  who  Will  '^  gircs^ 
ftone  for  bread,  and  a  fcorpion  inftead  of  a  fifli :  and  thofe 
alfo  who  induflrioufly  (kreen  and  coTer  erroneous  men  from 
due  cenfure.  No  man  that  ha$  a  regard  to  his  natural  life, 
but  will  take  care  to  have  a  fteward  that  will  provide  him 
with  wholefome  food  ;  and  much  greater  reafon  nave  perfons 
to  beware*  of  erroneous  teachers,  that  poifon  fouls  with  errone- 
ous doctrine. 

Likewife  beware  of  intruding  guides,  that  force  themfelTeSi^ 
or  are  a£live  in  intruding  others  into  the  pjrieil's  office,  or 
allow  themfelves  to  be  forced  in  upon  a  prefentation  or  a  (ham 
call,  for  a  piece  of  bread  :  they  can  never  be  true  and  faithful 
guides  for  fouls^  that  do  fo.  **  No  man  taketh  this  honour  to 
himfelf,  but  he  that  is  called  of  God."  And  in  oppofition  to 
fuch,  it  is  the  duty  pf  the  Lord's  people  at  this  day  to  •«  (land 
faft  in  the  liberties  wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  them  free." 

Then  another  advice  I  would  give  you  is,  *f  O  keep  your 
hearts  in  the  love  of  God/'  Study  to  maintain  the  lively  im- 
preffion  of  the  love  of  God  in  Chrift  5  for  that  will  kindle  yoai 
zeal  for  God  and  his  glory,  in  a  day  when  *}  the  love  of  many 
is  waxed  cold.*'  And  it  will  make  you  ftand  when  the  floods 
of  trouble  and  perfecution  arc  running ;  for  **  many  waters 
cannot  quenjch  love,  neither  can  the  floods  drown  it :  if  a  man 
would  give  ail  the  fubftance  of  his  tioufe  for  this  love,  it  would 
te  utterly  conternued'.'  and  dcfpifed. 

And  then  another  advice  I  give  you  is,  Study  to  maintain 
the  fear  of  God  upon  your  fpirits,  and  beware  of  the  fear  of 
xnan.  The  fear  of  man  has  been  a  terrible  fnare  in  our  day 
and  generation ;  many  have  been  carried  off"  their  feet  by  the 
fears  or  flatteries  of  men ;  but  beware  of  this.  *^  Who  art 
thou  that  fhould  be  afraid  of  man  that  (haU  die,  and  of  the 
ion  of  man  which  (hall  be  as  grafs  ?"  Sirs,  what  are  all  flclh 
before  God  but  like  grafs  ?  **  All  flefh  is  grafs ;"  therefore  let 
vs  not  be  afraid  of  man  that  is  as  grafs,  but  let  us  fear  the 
Lord  our  maker,  that  **  ftretched  forth  the  heavens,  and  laid 
the  foundations  of  the  earth." 

And  then,  Iq/l/yf  Study  meeknefs  and  quietnefs  of  fpirit,in 
cppoGtion  unto  a  ipirit  of  anger,  wrath,  malice,  or  of  hatred  y 
Zeph.  il.  3.  "Seek  ye  the  Lord,  all  ye  meek  of  the  earth, 
which  have  wrought  his  judgement,  feek  righteoufnefs,  feek 
meeknefs ;  it  may  be,  ye  (hall  he  hid  in  the  day  of  the  Lord's 
anger."  Our  proud  Cpirits  are  ready  to  take  fire  in  defending 
the  caufe  of  Chrift.  Mofes  was  the  moft  zealous  man  upon 
earth,  and  yet  he  was  the  meekcft  man  upon  earth.  "  The 
wrath  of  man  worketh  not  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  :"  and 
thrift's  caufe  and  intereft  was  x^ver  advanced  by  a  fpirit  of 
wxsnh, 

And 
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And  in  order  to  meeken  your  fpirits,  coniidcr  thefe  two 
things  I  fliall  name. 

1^9  What  a  holy  and  righteous  hand  God  has  even  in  the 
moft  dark  and  cloudy  difpenfations  that  can  befal  his  church 
in  the  worldr  Should  we  be  angry  at  what  God  does  ?  "  Who 

Eve  Jacob  to  the  fpoil^  and  Ifraei^to  the  robbe^rs  •'  did  not  the 
>rd»  he  againft  whom  we  have  finned  ?*' 
Q.dly^  I^et  U6  confider  what  we  deferve  at  God's  hand, 
what  a  finful  hand  the  beft  of  us  have  in  bringing  thefe  gloomy 
difpenfations  oil  the  land  and  place  wherein  we  live,  it  Was 
the  confideration  of  this,  that  made  the  churchy  in  a  very  dark 
day,  Mtc.  yii.  9.  to  fay,  when  (he  was  fitting  in  darknefs, 
wnen  her  enemies  were  infulting  h^r,  faying,  *•  Where  is  thy 
Qod  ?^  fays  the  church,  in  that  cafe,  <<  1  will  bear  the  indig- 
nation of  the  Lord,  becaufe  I  have  finned  againft  him."  Not 
pnly  they,  but  l  have  finned  againft  him,  therefore  ^'  I  ^il^ 
^ar  the  indignation  of  the  Iiord." 


4^1108  Ix.  1 1,— r/iv  that  day  nuill  I  raife  up  the  tabernacle  of  David 
that  is  fallen^  'and  cloft  up  the  breachei  thereof  and  I  will  ra\fe 
1^  lis  ruinsy  and  I  will  build  it  as  in  the  day*  iff  old. 

THE  THIRD  SERMON   ON  THIS  TEXT. 


I  HAD  occafion  elfewhere  to  infift  a  little  upon  the  context^ 
and  the  conne&ion  of  thefe  words  with  the  preceding,  and 
i^all  not  fpend  time  in  refuming  y^l\at  wa:»  then  delivered. 
Only  I  take  up  the  words  of  this  verfe  in  thefe  four  particu- 
lars*  (i.)  We  have  a  noble  ftrudture  mentioned,  and  that  is^^ 
ipi  tabernacle  of  David s  by  which  we  are  to  underttand  the 
church  of  Chrift,  particularly  the  New  Teftament  church  ;  for 
rp  thefe  words  are  applied  by  the  apoftlc  James,  in  his  fpeech 
before  the  firft  council  at  Jerufalem,  Ada  xv.  1 6.  Chrift  is 
;alled  by  the  name  of  Davids  becaufe  he  was  the  root  and  -ofF- 
Fpring  of  Dayid,  he  in  whom  David's  horn  and  throne  is  per- 
petuate for  ever,  Pfal  Ixxxix.  4.  And  the  church  is  called  his 
:abernacle,  becaufe  he  is  the  purchafer,  he  is  the  builder,  he 
.s  the  principal  inhabitant,  of  this  dwelling.  (2.)  We  may 
Mtice  the  Qielancholy  fituation  of  this  tabernacle  of  David  : 

it 
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it  18  fuppofed  here  to  be  in  ^falUfij  hraken^  and  ruiniJ^conAu 
tion ;  the  church  of  Chrift  is  fometimes  fore  battered  and 
Ihattered  by  the  gates  of  hel),  and  its  emiflaries,  but  they  (hall 
never  prevail  totally  to  ruin  and  deftrov  her.  For,  (3.)  Wc 
fee  here  God's  gracious  ptrrpofe  and  promife  with  Tefeience 
unto  his  broken  and  ruinous  tabernacle  3  1  noiii  bmld  it,  I  wiU 
ralje  it  up^  I  will  clofe  up  its  breaches  s  or,  as  in  the  mavgiu,  / 
nuill  wall  and  hedge  it  about,  God  exerctfes  a  particular  care 
about  this  tabernacle,  <^  the  Htgheft  himfelf  will  ftablifh  faer.^ 
(4. )  Notice  the  tiftie  when  God  will  perforin  thii  work  in  mount 
Zion  and  in  Jerufalem :  it  is  in  that  day  ;  i,  #•  in  my  own  ftared 
and  appointed  time,  in  the  days  of  the  Mei&ah^  when  the  voice 
fhall  be  heard  from  heaven^  *^  The  tabernacle  of  God  is  with 
men,  and  he  will  dwell  with  them,"  Rev.  xxi.  '3.  But  more 
of  this  day  afterward* 

By  comparing  thefe  words  with  thofe  immediately  precedingi 
they  afford  us  this  dodirine,  "  That  God  frequency  uflienia 
the  reformation  of  his  church  by  very  dark  and  cloudy  difpen- 
fations  of  providence.*'  This  dodlrine  I  infilled  upon  already, 
and  (hall  fay  no  more  upon  it> 

The  do£lrine  I  defign  at  prefent  is  this. 

DocT.  "  That  God  has  his  own  time  and  way  of  rebuilding^ 
or  reforming  his  church,  when  (he  is  brought  to  a  very  lo# 
and  ruinous  condition :"  In  that  day  will  I  build  up  the  taltr* 
nacle  of  David,  &c. 

The  method  I  propofe,  through  divine  afliftahce,  is  as  fol* 
lows. 

L  Why  the  church  of  Chrift  is  reprcfented  under  the 
name  and  notion  of  a  tabernacle^  and  why  the  tabernacle  rfDa* 
vid. 

II.  When  this  tabernacle  of  David  riiay  be  faid  to  be  fallen, 
or  to  be  in  a  broken  or  ruinous  condition. 

III.  How,  or  by  what  ways  and  mcart*i,  doth  the  Lord  taife 
up  the  tabernacle  of  David,  when  fallen. 

IV.  Offer  a  few  thoughts  ancnt  the  day  when  the  Lord  dolh 
this  great  work. 

V.  Why  the  Lord  will  rebuild  his  ruined  tabernacle,  and 
not  allow  it  to  lie  in  the  rubbifh. 

VI.  Offer  a  few  inferences  from  the  whole,  by  way  of  ap» 
plication. 

I.  The  jfirjl  thing  in  the  method  is,  Why  the  church  ofChrift$ 
particularly  naw  under  the  New  Te/tament,  is  reprefented  under 
the  notiQn^ofa  tabernacle*    Anfw,  Th^rc  feems  to  be  a  plain al- 
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Infion  here  anto  the  tabernacle,  whichi  by  God's  fpecial  com- 
mand ooto  Mofes,  was  reared  in  the  wildemefii ;  it  is  an  Old 
TWlament  ftile  applied  to  the  New  Teftament  churchy  which 
is  very  frequent.  Now,  that  Oid  Teftament  tabernacle  was  a 
type  of  the  New  Teftament  church,  in  thefe  particulars* 

I.  The  tabernacle  was  God's  lodging  and  habitation  in  the 
camp  of  Ifirael,  a  fymbol  of  God's  gracious  prefence  among 
them :  hence  Balaam,  when  he  viewed  the  camp  and  tents  of 
Ifrael,  and  the  tabernacle  of  God  in  the  midft  of  the  camp, 
he  cries,  **How  goodly  arc  thy  tents,  O  Jacob,  and  thy  taber- 
nacles, O  Krael  f  The  Lord  his  God  is  with  him,  and  the 
fliout  of  a  kiag  is  in  the  midft  of  him/'  Mofes  had  his  tent, 
Aaron  had  his,  every  commander  and  foldier  had  his  tent,  and 
the  tabernacle  was  the  tent  or  habitation  of  the  great  God.  In 
this  refpeA  the  church  is  called  a  tabernacle,  becaufe  (he  is 
God's  lodging  or  habitation  upon  earth.  With  this  view  Chrift 
thtwifdomof  Godfays,  Prov.viii.  that  "he  rejoiced  from  ctemi- 
tvin  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  and  his  delights  were  with 
tnefonsof  men."  Thefymbols  of  his  prefence  are  in  his  churchy 
and  there  he  holds  communication  and  fellowflap  with  his 
people:  Pfal.  Ixxvi.  i.  2.  ^*In  Judah  i^  God  known ;  his  name 
IS  great  in  Ifrael.  In  Salem  is  his  tabernacle,  and  his  dwelling- 
place  in  Zion."  Pfai.  cxxxii.  13. 14.  **  The  Lord  hath  chofea 
£ion,  he  hath  defired  it  for  his  habitation.  This  is  my  reft^ 
here  will  I  dwell,  for  I  have  defired  it.*' 

2.  The  divine  oracles,  the  law  and  die  teftimony,  were  pre* 
ferved  and  kept  in  the  tabernacle,  and  from  thence  they  were 
given  out  for  the  ufe  of  Ifrael :  fo  to  the  church  pertains  the 
oracles  of  God,  his  revealed  mind  and  will  in  the  fcriptures 
of  truth  is  committed  to  her  truft  :  ••  He  (heweth  his  word  un- 
to Jacob,  and  his  teftimonies  unto  Ifrael :  he  hath  not  dealt 
fo  with  every  nation.^  Every  jot  and  tittle  of  the  revealed  wilt 
of  God  in  bis  word,  is  to  be  maintained  and  preferved  pure 
and  entire  by  the  church,  without  any  addition,  diminution, 
or  alteration,  and  that  under  an  awful  certification.  Rev,  xxii. 
iS»  19. ;  hence  we  are  commanded  to  **  contend  earneftly  for 
the  faith  once  delivered  to  the  faints."  And  whenever  any 
error  in  dodrine,  corruption  in  worlhip^or  iniquity  in  pradice, 
is  broached  in  the  church,  prefently  it  is  to  be  brought  unto 
the  ftandard  and  touchftone  of  the  word,  in  order  to  its  being 
condemned  as  diffonant  thereunto :  If.  viii.  '^  To  the  law  and 
to  the  teftimony  :  if  they  fpeak  not  according  to  this  word,  it 
is  becaufe  there  is  no  light  in  them."  Hence  heretics,  who 
maintain  doctrines  repugnant  unto  the  word  of  God,  after  ewe 
or  three  admonitions,  arc  to  be  caft  out  of  the  church,  and  dcr 
Kvered  over  to  Satao. 

3.  The 
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3.  The  tabernacle  was'tlie  place  of  worfliip.  la  the  cooHii 
iof  the  tabernacle  Ifrael  were  to  ftaqd  and  do  homage  untd 
the  great  God,  the  God  of  Ifrael^  &nd  tftij  one  was  to  wof* 
ihip  there,  according  to  God's  appointment^  and  not  accord- 
ing  to  their  own  fancy.  3o  the.  church  of  Chrift  is  the  place 
where  he  mtiII  be  worOiipped  and  fan£iified  of  all  that  are  about 
him.  The  ordinances  of  di? ine  inftitution,  particularly  pub* 
lie  ordinances  of  preaching  and  hearing,  of  prayer  and  praifes^ 
are  the  courts  of  the  great  King,  where  he  will  have  hi!s 
people  to  attend  him  with  their .  offerings,  and  to  pay  him 
their  tribute :  If.  Ivi.  7.  ^'  I  will  bring  them  to  my  holy  moun- 
tain^ and  make  them  joyful  in  my  houfe  of  prayer ;  their  burnt- 
Ofierings  and  their  facrifices  (hall  be  accepted  upon  mine  aU 
tar  i  for  mine  houfe  ihall  be  called  an  houfe  of  prayer  for  all' 
people.** 

4.  The  pattern  of  the  tabernacle  ttras  given  by  God  uotd 
Mofes  in  the  mount,  together  with  all  the  l^wl^,  ftatutes,  and 
regulations  thereof.  Mofes  was  not  left  at  liberty  to  ordeif 
one  pin  of  the  tabernacle  otherwife  than  according  to  tbe 
pattern.  So  the  model  of  the  church,  with  a  perfed  fyfteol 
of  laws,  by  which  ihe  is  to  be  governed^  is  giten  of  God  vi' 
the  mount  of  divine  revelation.  And  for  any  man  to  afiert^ 
that  the  government  of  the  chuich  of  Ghrift  is  ambulatory 
and  uncertain,  or  that  he  has  left  no  orders  how  to  manage 
in  the  ele£kion  of  officers  to  his  New  Teftament  church,  ii 
upon  the  matter  to  impeach  the  fcriptures  of  truth  with  im- 
perfei£lion ;  or  to  affirm^  that  God  has  leis  regard  to  hitf 
ehurch  now  under  the  NeMr  Teftament,  than  he  had  about  the 
management  of  that  little  portable  thing,  called  the  tabernacle 
of  old. 

5.  No  man  was  to  intrude  himfelf  iiito  the  fervice  of  ihe 
tal)ernacle,  or  to  "  take  this  honour  unto  himfelf,  but  he  tha^ 
was  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron.''  If  any  man  had  ufurped 
the  priefthood,  bcfides  thefe  M^hom  the  Lord  called,  all  Ifrael 
would  have  been  ready  to  (lone  him  to  death.  And  what 
an  awful  indignation  of  divine  wrath  was  it  againd  Korah, 
Dathan,  and  Abirani^  when,  for  ufiirping  the  prie(Uioo<i| 
among  other  things,  the  Lord  made  the  earth  to  ppeti  its  moud)^ 
and  fwallow  them  up  alive.  All  Ifrael,  by  God's  appoincment, 
were  ordered  to  make  a  feceffion  from  them,  left  the  anger  of 
God  fliould  fall  upon  them  alfo.  In  like  manner,  under  the 
New  Teftament  church,  no  man  is  to  intrude  himfelf  into  the 
facred  offices  of  the  church,  without  he  be  qualified  and  called 
of  God  unto  that  work.  Thefe  who  enter  iuio  the  fold  of  the 
church,  and  affume  the  name  and  notion  of  (liepherds,  with- 
out entering  by  the  door  of  a  lawful  and  regular  cally  are  brand-. 
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tA  wkh  the  infamoas  charader  of  thieves  and  robbers  by  Ghrift^ 
fohn  X.  Men  in  our  day  are  become  fo  polit«i  t^at  they  think 
rhcfe  hard  names  to  be  given  to  any  man*,  but  fcripture  ftiles  and 
iharaders  will  ftand  firm,  and  be  in  requeft,  when  all  the  pre* 
:ended  politenefs  and  eloquence  of  men  will  be  buried  in  the 
laft  of  oblivion. 

6.  The  greateft  and  mod  facred  thing  iti  the  tabelmacle  was 
:he  ark  and  mercy-feat,  with  the  cherubims  covering  it  with 
Jieir  wings,  and  looking  down  continually  unto  it*  This  point* 
id  out  the  facred  myftery  of  the  incarnation,  obedience^  and 
death  of  Chrift,  by  which  the  law  is  magnified  and  made  ho^* 
nourablci  and  through  whom  God  declares  himfelf  to  he  a 
merciful  and  reconciled  God.  Thefe  facred  myfteiies,  typi« 
Bed  in  the  tabernacle,  are  now  opened  in  the  promulgation  of 
the  gofpel :  hence.  Rev.  xi.  it  is  faid,  **  The  temple  of  Cod  was 
openedj  and>the  ark  of  his  teftament  was  feen.'*  It  is  the  great 
buCinefs  of  minifters  of  the  gofpel,  now  under  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,  to  difclofe  or  open  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  to 
preach  Chrift,  and  the  manifold  wifdom  of  God  through  him» 
in  the  falvation  of  loft  finners  \  *^  wluch  things  the  cherubimsn 
or  angels,  defire  to  look  into." 

7.  The  ark  was  a  portable  or  moveable  kind  of  a  tent,  and 
Was  carried  about  by  God's  appointment,  from  one  place  to 
another,  and  never  had  a  fixed  abode,  until  it  came  to  mount 
Zion,  and  was  fet  in  its  proper  place  in  the  temple.  In  like 
manner  the  chigrdi  of  God,  while  in  this  world,  be  not  fixed 
to  any  particular  nation ;  he  lifts  it  from  one  nation  to  ano- 
ther, as  beft  fehres  his  glorious  ends  in  gathering  in  his  e\e(k^ 
until  the  myftical  body  of  Chrift  is  completed  f  and  then  the 
church  militant  will  be  tranfported  to  the  church  triumphant 
in  glory. 

Other  things  might  be  added.  The  manna  was  in  the  ark  f 
fo  the  bread  of  life  is  in  the  church.  Aaron's  rod  was  in  .the 
ark ;  fo  ecclefiaftical  authority  is  only  to  be  adrainiftered  in  the 
church,  and  by  the  officers  and  judges  of  God's  ordination. 
The  candlefticks  and  the  lamps  were  in  the  ark ;  fo  in  the 
church  the  light  of  the  Lord  (hines,  therefore  called  a  valley  of 
vifion.  "  Thus  you  fee  on  what  account  the  phurch  of  Chrift  is 
called  a  tabemacle. 

Before  1  leave  this  head,  I  will  tell  you  in  a  few  wordSf 
why  (he  is  called  the  tabernacle  of  Davids  u  e.  of  Chrift.  Anfw* 
Becaufe  of  the  manifold  claim  and  title  he  has  to  her.  As, 
(I.)  She  is  his  by  his  Father's  gift  and  ordination :  PfaL  ii.  **  I 
will  give  him  the  Heathen  for  his  inheritance,  and  the  utter- 
moft  ends  of  the  earth  for  his  pofieffion."  (a.)  By  purchafe. 
He  has  redeemed  her  by  the  price  of  his  precious  blood  s  A£ls 
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XX.  28. ''  Feed  the  flock  of  God,  wbkh  he  has  purchafed  with 
hts  own  blood."  (3*)  His  by  conqueft.  She  is  hisfpoil  taken 
from  principalities  and  powers  $  he  /^  divides  a  portion  with 
the  ftrong.  (4*)  Hit  by  raarriage.  He  betrothes  her  to  him- 
felf  for  ever ;  her  Maker  is  her  Hufinutd^  even  her  Redeemer^ 
whofe  name  is  the  the  Lord  ofhofts.  (5.)  He  is  the  builder  of 
the  chitrch.  ^  The  man  whofe  name  is  the  Branch^  he 
ihaii  build  the  temple  of  the  Lord»  and  bear  the  glory.''  (&) 
He  is  the  foundation  and  chief  corner^'ftone :  If.  xxvUi.  16. 
'^  Behold^  I  lay  in  Zion  for  a  foundatioft»  a  ftone^  a  tried  (lonei 
a  precious  comer-ftone,  afure  foundation/*  (7.)  He  is  her  on- 
ly Headi  Kinjjr,  and  Ooremor,  and  fiie  owns  him  as  fuch,  fav* 
ingfi  *<  The  Lord  is  our  Judge,  th^  Lord  is  our  KiDg»  tnc 
Lord  is  our  Lawgiver."  (8.)  She  is  his  by  pofTefliOD: 
*^  The  Lord^s  portion  is  his  people,  and  Jacob  is  the  lot  of. 
his  inheritance.**    But  thefe  things  I  do  not  enlarge  upon. 

IL  T\iQficond  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  inquire  when  tie 
tabernacii  of  David  may  hefmd  to  befallen^  broken,  and  ruinws  f 
An  anfwer  to  this  may  eafily  be  gathered  from  what  has  beta 
already  faid ;  as, 

f .  The  tabernacle  of  David  may  be  (aXA  to  be  fallen^  when 
the  God  of  the  tabernacle  is  departed.  That  which  made  die 
tabernacle  amiable  unto  David  was,  that  the  living  God  was 
there.  The  tabernacle  is  but  a  toom  or  empty  houfe  whes 
God  is  gone,  when  the  cloud  of  his  prefence  is  withdrawn* 
The  day  has  been>  when  God  *^  created  upon  our  Zioui  and 
upon  her  aficmblies,  a  cloud  by  day,  and  the  (hining  of  a  fla- 
ming fire  by  night.'*  But,  alas !  now  we  fee  not  the  figns  of 
his  wonted  prefence  ;  a  melancholy  Ichabod^  \^  the  glory  is 
departed  !"  may  be  read  in  every  corner  of  the  land.  This 
will  be  further  evident  from  what  follows. 

2.  The  tabernacle  of  David  is  fallen  and  ruinous,  when  the 
oracles  of  God,  the  law  and  the  teftimony,  are  not  carefully 
kept,  and  purely  difpenfed.  Bleficd  be  God,  we  have  the  writ- 
ten word  in  purity,  we  have  excellent  ftandards  of  doArine 
in  our  Confefiion  of  Faith  and  Catechifms.  But  how  is  the 
law  and  teftimony  difpenfed  and  given  out  through  many  cor- 
ners in  Scotland,  when  an  empty  gingle  of  human  oratory,  and 
dry  harangues  of  Heathenilh  morality,  or  virtue,  as  they  call  it, 
are  fubftitute  in  the  room  of  the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ?  a  natunl 
kind  of  religion  preached  up,  and  the  fupernatural  myfteries 
of  the  gofpel,  fuch  as  the  incarnation  and  fatisfa£tion  of  the 
Son  of  God,  juftification  by  his  imputed  righteoufnefs ;  rege- 
neration, fandtification,  or  gofpel-holinefs,  generally  exploded 
u$  unfaibionable  among  many  of  our  young  minifters  I    And, 

among 
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am<n^  tbefe  that  aim  at  better  things,  how  little  is  the  true 
order  €>f  gofpeKiloArine  obfcrved»  while  the  duties  of  the  law 
are  inculcate  as  the  foundation  of  the  glorious  privileges  of 
the  f^fpelj  and  not  the  grace  of  God  in  the  gofpel  laid  as  the 
foundaticm  both  of  priTiteges  and  daty  ?  the  weapons  that  are 
^^  mighty  through  God  for  pullmg  down  of  tlie  flrong  holds^'* 
of  Satan,  are  caft  away,  and  weapons  that  are  n>erely  carnal 
taken  up  ki  their  roonu  We  have  nriniftera  now*a«daySy  who> 
inftead  of  teaching  men  to  deny  themfdves,  do  teach  from 
prefs  and  pulpit,  that  &lf-love  is  the  foundatioo  and  origino:! 
di  moral  virtue,  or  of  ail  the  duties  required  in  the  moral  T;«w; 
and  carnal  reafon  aflarted  to  be  tl>e  firft  prtiicifrfe.of  religion. 
And  ahhoogh  Arian,Soctntan,  Arminian,  and  other  dcteft able 
and  aboRiinable  errors  be  ranipant ;  yet  where  is  there  a  ftnit- 
ablc  banner  of  a  tefttmony  emitted  againtk  thev^  that  it  nugiu 
be  given  unto  them  that  fear,  hnn  i  Higher  cenfures  have  b^n 
in&i£led  upon  men  for  preaching  the  truths  of  God,  than  npu 
cm  others  for  deajing  thefupreme  aad  independei^  Deity  of  the 
Son  of  God.  This  fays,  chat  the  cabemack  of  God  ta  £adleik 
and  ruinous  among  us. 

3^  The  tabernacle  of  David  is  fallen,  when  the  God  of  the 
tibecnacle  is  not  worfliippcd  accordkig  10.  his  appotntmeat  :- 
when  idolatry,  fupeiitittoay  or  formality  of  wox^ip^  takes 
place  of  chat  purity  aad  fptaritualkiiy  of  worffi'tp  that  God  ve^ 
^lea.  .  And  is  not  thia  \\tt  cafe  wiih  ua  at  this  day  ?  The 
idol^Hfery  of  the  mafa  is  fo  opexi  aj»d  avowed  io  (bmc  cDmess* 
of  oiar  hind,  that  Proteftaats  are  infulted  by  Reman Cathotics*, 
when  one  ia  going  to  their  pariOi  church  on  the-Lord^s  day» 
and  the  other  to  attend  the  maisb  The  pi&biic  prints  infornK 
us  of  the  multitude  of  ma£i^houfea  in  England^  and  partzL-U)- 
larly  ii»  and  about  London*  As  for  fuipecflitioits.  worfliip^  it 
is  wdl  knowtt.  bow  that  i»  eftabliihed  by*  law  in  England,,  and 
tolerate  in  Scotkntd,  contrarjF  to  the  Ibhrmn  oathsFof  God  lyifng 
upon  tbtfe  lands.  And  a»  for  fecmality  cf  wovfiiip^  look 
through  the  molt  of  our  wt)rihipping  aflcMbliea  tiirough  Scot*' 
landf,  and  we  (haU  find  the  carcaft  of  worihtpii  inftead  of  the* 
Saul  of  it>  preftnted  unto  the.  Hvbig  God.  Notfainig  but 
dead  roiniAers  and  dead  peopk,  dead  preaching,^  hsaringy 
prajringy  and  prating ;  the  geneiality  of  mrniftetl  and  people 
fitting  down  wkha  form  of  godUinefe^whcle  the  life  and  powev 
of  it  iai|ttice  gone.  Little  of  rhcpetfiMneof  the  Mediator's; 
garments^  like  myrrh,  aloes^  and  caffiay  iai  to  be:  found  in  the 
iorory  palaces  at  this  day. 

4,  The  tabernacle  of  Darid  is  then  £aUe^  andciKnoiia,  when 
it  ia  not  kept  up  according  to  the  pattern  in  die  mount  \  and 
when  the  laws^  AatQteSjt  and  ocdinances  thexeof^  aore  notobu 
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ferved  as  in  the  days  of  old.  At  our  reformation  from 
Popery,  God's  tabernacle  was  fet  up  according  to  the  word  of 
God ;  not  only  the  do£lrine  and  worfhip,  but  the  goremment 
and  difcipline  of  the  houfe  of  God,  was  (lated  from  the  fcrip- 
tures  of  truth,  and  folemniy  adopted  by  the  oath  of  the  great 
God  to  be  preferred  and  maintained  in  the  ladd  to  all  fucceed- 
ing  generations ;  a£ts  of  public  authority^  both  civil  and  ecciefi- 
aftic,  were  made  for  its  prcfcnration.  But,  alas  ?  **  isnot  the 
land  defiled  under  the  inhabitants  thereof,  becaufe  we  ha?e 
tranfgrefled  the  laws,  changed  the  ordinances"  of  God's  taber- 
nacle, and  "  brokea  the  everlafting  covenant  ?"  If.  xxir.  5.  as 
might  be  evidenced  in  many  particubrs ;  but  as  this  has  been 
done  in  part  from  the  prefs,  fo  it  may  come  to  be  done  more 
fully  ere  long.  I  (hall  only  fay,  that  if  Mr  Knox,  and  others  of 
our  worthy  reformers,  who,  at  the  expence  of  their  blood  and 
treafure^  fet  up  the  tabernacle  of  God  in  this  land,  were  Co  lift 
up  their  heads,  and  view  the  frame  and  form  in  which.it  now 
iiands,  they  would  be  ready  to  fay.  This  is  not  die  tabernacle 
of  David  that  we  fet  up,  and  left  behind  us  ;)  the  glory  of  it  is 
departed* 

5.  The  tabernacle  of  David  is  in  a  ruinous  condition,  when 
men  are  entered  upon  tabernacle,  work  and  fervice,  without 
being  called,  qualified,  and  fanAified  for  fuch  fervice.  And 
is  not  this  the  cafe  at-  this  day  in  Scotland  I  Intrufions  hare 
been  carried  on  with  a  high  hand,  under  the  mafk  of  ecclefiaf* 
tic  authority,  both  in  the  neighbouring  con^egations,  and  in 
many  corners  through  Scotland.  There  has  been  a  great  cry 
of  reformation  thefe  two  laft  aifemblies ;  but  where  is  there 
an  intrufion  overturned  through  all  Scotland  to  this  day,  ex- 
cept that  of  Auchtermuchty  ?  which  yet  was  not  upon  a  clean 
fcriptural  ground :  and  fince  that  pretended  itep,  do  we  not 
fee  intruders  upon  Chriftian  congregations  getting  the  right 
hand  of  fellowihip  in  prefbyteries  and  fynods  every  day;  and 
fbme,  by  an  afiembly  authority,  enrolled  among  the  ambafla- 
dors  of  Chrift  ?  Where  has  there  a  procefs  of  cenfure  yet 
been  raifed  by  any  judicatory  in  Scotland  againft  thofe  who, 
contrary  to  the  laws  and  conftitutions  of  the  church,  yea,  the 
natural  liberties  of  mankind,  adventured  to  carry  on  fuch  in- 
trufions ?  How  many  unhallowed  hancl^s  are  admitted  to  ta- 
bernacle fervice  through  the  land  i  God's  tabernacle  and 
temple  (hould  be  purged  of  buyers  and  fellers ;  of  all  ignorant, 
erroneous,  and  fcandalous  minifters:  and  till  this  be  done;  I  fear 
the  blood  of  may  fouls  (hall  not  be  wiped  off  from  the  tables 
where  judicatories  meet.  That  is  an  awful  cry  from  under  the 
altar  of  God's  tabernacle  y  '*  How  long,  O  Lord,  holy  and 
'  irvie,  wilt  thou  not  avenge  our  blood  upon  them  that  dwell 

upon 
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upon  the  earth  ?"  Rer.  vi.  lo.   I  wi{b  it  be  not  too  applicable 
to  the  cafe  in  hand. 

I  might  tell  you  further,  if  time  and  the  feafon  had  allowed^ 
that  the  tabernacle  David  is  in.  a  fallen  and  ruinous  condition^ 
when  Chrift  the  prophet,  pried,  and  king  of  the  tabernacle  is 
flighted  and  undervalued ;  when  he  is  not  entertained  by  faith^ 
and  employed  in  aU  his  faying  oiEces,  according  to  the  offer  of 
the  gofpeh  And  this  is  a  charge  that  falls  upon  you  who  are 
the  people.  O  how  few  do  receive  Chrilt  by  a  faith  of  God'g 
operation!  although  all  be  called  ChrilUans,  yet  how  few  have 
any  thing  of  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  !  and  how  few  do  walk  even 
as  he  walked  I  Tabernacle  worfliippers  and  profeflbrs  ihould  be 
holy,  as  he  that  hath  called  them  is  holy  ;  but,  alas  I  what  un- 
tendemefs  of  walk  and  talk  is  there  among  the  generality  I 
Thefe  and  many  other  things  that  might  be  infiited  upon,  plain- 
ly declare,  that  the  tabernacle  of  David  among  us  is  in  a  fallen 
and  ruinous  condition. 

III.  The  third  thihg  propofed  was,  to  inquire  how  is  it  thai 
Cod  rai/es  up  his  tabernade  when  it  is  fallen  f  I  anfwer,  in  ge- 
neral. That  adorable  fovereignty  is  not  to  be  limited  to  any 
particular  way  of  wotking ;  for  by  a  word  fpeaking,  he  can 

Iiant  the  heavens,  and  lay  the  foundations  of  the  earth.  If 
c  fay  tojerufalem,  "  Thou  (halt  be  built/*  and  to  the  tem- 
ple, **  Thy  foundations  (hall  be  laid,''  prefently  it  is  done ;  a 
nation,  if  he  has  a  mind,  can  be  bom  unto  him  at  once.  But 
in  his  ordinary  way  of  working,  fome  of  his  fteps  may  be  ob- 
lierved ;  as, 

I.  He  ufes,  in  a  time  of  defediion,  to  raife  up  witneiies  to 
bear  teftimony  againft  the  corruptions  and  mifmanagements 
of  men  about  his  tabernacle.  Thus,  Rev.  xi.  before  the  temple 
of  Cod  is  opened  in  heaven,  witnefles  are  raifed  up  to  tor- 
ment the  men  that  dwell  upon  the  earth ;  the  evidence  of  truth 
brought  forth  by  the  witnefles,  has  a  tormenting  power  with 
it  upon  the  confciences  of  corrupt  men  ;  it  pierces  to  the  di- 
viding afunder  of  foul  and  fpirit,  of  joints  and  marrow  :  and 
fomecimes  their  corruptions  are  fo  irritate  by  the  truth,  that, 
like  fwine,  they  turn  about  and  rent  and  kill  the  witnefles, 
cafting  out  their  bodies  to  the  open  ftreets,  as  we  fee,  Rev.  xi. 
The  tabernacle  of  David  has  been  preferred  in  all  ages,  and 
in  our  ownDand  particularly, by  the  teftimony  of  witneffes :  and 
It  is  fomethihg  of  a  bright  fpot  in  our  dark  cloud  at  this  day, 
that  God  has  not  left  himfelf  altogether  without  witne(res :  and 
it  is  pretty  well  known,  how  fome  have  been  caft  out  and  their 
names  torn  both  by  unfound  minifters  and  profefibrs  ;  and  it  is 
hard  to  tell  but  their  carcafcs,  ere  all  be  done,  may  yet  be  caft 
out  as  dung  in  the  ftreets. 
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%•  The  Lord  pats  it  in  the  hearts  of  his  people  and  mini* 
ilerdy  to  take  pleafure  in  the  ftones  and  rubbilh  of  his  fallen 
tabernacle,  and  to  mourn  and  lament  over  their  own  finsj  and 
the  tokens  of  the  Lord's  answer  that  have  gone  out  againft 
them.  We  fte  the  church,  Pfal.  cii.  in  the  loth  or  i  itb  verfe, 
is  lamenting  over  her  ruinous  condition,  and  God's  ckpartuie 
from  her ;  and  fee  what  follows  upon  this,  ver.  13*  14- 16.  17. 
*«  Thou  (halt  arife,  and  have  mercer  upon  Zion  :  for  the  time 
to  favour  her,  yea,  the  fet  time  is  come.  For  thv  fervants 
tske  pleafure  in  her  ftones,  and  favour  the  dun'  thereof. 
When  the  Lord  ihall  build  up  Zion,  he  flial)  appear  in  his 
glory.  He  will  regard  the  prayer  of  the  deftitiite,  and  not 
def]f)ifc  their  prayer."  The  fame  we  fee  alfo,  Zeeb.  xii,  id. 
to  the  clofe ;  the  Spirit  of  ^^ce,  fbpplication,  ai>d  monmingy 
is  poured  out,  and  every  family  and  houfe  numms  and  wreftlct 
apart  \  and  fee  what  a  glorious  reformation  follows  upen  the 
back  of  this,  chap.  xiii.  the  fountain  of  divine  grace  is  opened^ 
fin  ami  uncrcaimefs  is  waihed  away,  the  names  of  the  idcis  of 
the  ^nd  ace  cut  off,  the;  faife  prophet  and  unclean  fpiiUs  are 
caft  out  of  the  land,  £al(e  prophets  are  afiamed,  neither  ate 
they  allowed  to  wear  a  rough  garmeat  to  deceive. 

3.  The  Lord  polishes  and  prepares  fome  (hafts  for  tabernacle 
work  and  ftirvke,  as  he  did  Beaaleel  and  Aij^oliab  for  rewag 
the  tabernacle,  and  all  manner  of  work  about  the  tabernacle  in 
the  wildernefs.  When  God  was  to  r^ife  up  a  New  T.eftameflfc 
church,  he  gives  apoftles,  prophets^  pallors,  and  teachers^ 
for  edifying  his  body :  by  the  miniftry  of  a  few  fifliefoseOk 
w4ionx  be  endues  with  gifts  and  grace,  he  overthrows  the  idola- 
tries of  the  nations,  and  unhinges  this  Mofaic  ecoiK)my,  and 
rears  up  a  glorious  tabernacle  for  himfelf;  and  obferve„  the 
weapon  wade  ufe  of  was,  the  preaching  of  a  crucified  Chrift 
to  be  the  only  Saviour  of  a  loft  world,  which,  though,  it  was  "  to 
the  Jews  a  ftumbling  block,  and  to  the  Greeks  foolifhnefs)*' 
yet  proved  "  the  power  of  God  to  falvation." 

4.  His  tabernacle  is  raifed  up  by  a  plentiful  down-pouciog 
of  his  Spirit.  Hof.  xiv»  when  the  Locd  is  '<  as  the  dew  un^ 
Ifrael,  then  he  revives  as  the  corn,  and  gro>ws  as  the  viae,  and 
his  (cent  is  as  the  wine  of  Lebanon.  £zek.  xxxvii^  when  the 
church  is  become  like  the  dry  bones  in  tlie  vaJley,  by  the  wind 
of  the  Spirit  the  dry  bones  are  made  to  live,  aoid  beccMnt:  a 
great  army  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  Loxd«  For  as  low  as  the 
intereft  of  Cbrift  is,  he  can  levy  a  great  arooy  for  carrying  on 
reformation  by  the  very  wind  of  his  mouth.  By  the  ruihing 
of  a  mighty  wind  in  the  day  of  Pentecoft,  the  foundation  of 
the  New  Teftament  church  was  laid  in  the  miniftry  of  the 
ijpoftles,  and  multitudes  daily  added  to  her.    O  then  let  us 

cry, 
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erjf  ^*  Awake,  O  north  wind^  come  thou  fouthi  blow  upon 
the  garden"  of  this  withered  churchy  that  ihe  may  lire : 
**  Wite  thou  not  revive  u«  again,  that  thy  people  may  rejoice 
in  thee?'' 

5*  Sometimes  he  fpirits  great  men,  kings  and  nobles,  to 
efpoufe  the  caufe  of  his  fallen  tabernacle  ;  thus  he  moves  the 
fpirit  of  Darius,  Cyrus,  and  Artaxerxes,  Heathen  kings,  to  be 
%€tivt  in  rebuilding  the  temple  of  God.  There  is  but  little 
appearance  of  any  relief  to  the  church  of  Chrifti  from  the 
great  folks  in  our  day ;  but  the  God  of  the  tabernacle,  he  hath 
the  hearts  of  kings,  nobles,  gentry,  and  commons  in  his  hand» 
and  he  turns  them  as  the  rivers  ot  waters ;  and  as  he  has  done 
this  in  former  times,  fo  his  hand  is  not  (hortened.  And  there* 
fore,  let  us  pray  for  kings,  and  all  chat  are  in  authority,  that 
he  may  make  tnem  nurfing- fathers  unto  his  church,  to  as  to 
be  aAive  for  bringing  about  reformation- work  in  Scotland^ 
and  throughout  all  Britain  and  Ireland,  according  to  our  fo* 
lemn  league  and  covenant. 

6.  Sometimes  he  rears  up  his  fallen  tabernacle  in  the  rery 
Uood  and  fufiTerings  of  his  witnefles*  The  foundation  of 
God's  tabernacle  upon  earth,  was  laid  in  the  fufferings  of  the 
head  ;  and  very  frequently  it  is  rebuilt  and  reformed,  in  a 
day  of  defeAion,  at  the  expence  of  the  blood  of  his  members* 
Thus  it  has  been  in  Scotland ;  the  work  of  God  comes  float- 
ing to  us  in  the  blood  of  many  of  our  worthy  anceftors ;  and 
who  knows,  but  we  may  be  obliged  to  hand  it  down  with  our 
blood  unto  our  pofterity  ?  The  fame  perfecuting  fpirtt  is  roar- 
ing at  this  day,  that  drank  the  blood  of  our  forefathers,  only 
it  is  chained  up  for  a  little;  but  how  foon  the  chain  may  be 
lengthened,  .and  the  reins  loofed,  we  know  not ;  only  let  all 
who  cleave  to  the  Lord's  teftimony  in  Scotland,  be  ready  to 
fay  with  Paul,  *'  We  are  ready  not  to  be  bound  only,  but  to 
die  for  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jefus." 

IV.  The  fourti  thing  in  the  method  was,  to  offer  fame 
ihovghts  onent  ihe  time  or  day  of  the  Lories  building  up  the  taber'» 
nacle  of  Davids  And  all  1  fay  upon  this  head,  ihall  be  com* 
prifed  in  the  few  following  particulars. 

I.  That  it  is  a  time  which  God  hath  kept  in  his  own  power, 
and  therefore  we  (hould  beware  of  diving  with  too  much  cu« 
rioGty  into  it,  A£ts  i.  the  difciples  there,  after  Chrift's  refur- 
re&ion,  they  a(k  him,  *<  Lord,  wilt  thou  at  this  time  reilore  the 
kingdom  to  Ifrael  P"  Which  was  upon  the  matter  all  one  as 
if  they  had  faid,  "  Is  this  the  time  when  the  tabernacle  of 
Pavid  is  to  be  built  up  ?  What  anfwer  gives  he  them  ?  Why, 
although  lA  a  little  time  he  was  to  lay  the  foundation  of  the 
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New  Teftament  church,  and  to  build  up  the  tabernacle  of 
David  in  a  glorious  manner,  yet  he  anfwers  them,  ''  It  is  noc 
for  you  to  know  the  times  or  the  feafons,  which  the  Father 
hath  kept  in  his  own  power*,"  only  he  would  hare  them  to  go 
faft  and  pray,  and  confer  together,  and  in  that  way  co  wait  tor 
the  promife  of  the  Spirit.  And  therefore,  let  us  follow  duty 
without  limiting  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael,  and  leave  events  and 
times  to  the  Lord :  '^  Secret  things  belong  unto  the  Lord,  but 
things  revealed  to  us  and  to  our  children.'^ 

2.  When  men  think  the  time  at  hand,  and  their  expeflations 
big,  that  now  the  Lord  will  build  up  his  tabernacle,  things 
frequently  take  quite  another  turn,  and  defeat  all  their  hopes 
for  that  feafon.  Thus  Ifrael,  a  little  after  .they  came  out  of  Egypt, 
they  were  upon  the  borders  of  Canaan:  and  they  imagined,  that 
now  was  the  time  of  the  outmaking  of  the  promife  made  to  A- 
braham,  that  his  feed  ihould  have  it  for  an  inheritance ;  and  they 
could  fcarce  be  reftrained  from  making  the  attempt  imme- 
diately :  Weil,  but  their  time  was  not  God'-s  time ;  they  are 
fent  back  from  the  borders  of  God's  fan£luary^  to  mcafure  the 
hills  and  deferts  of  the  wildernefs  for  forty  years,  until  the 
carcafes  of  all  that  generation,  except  Caleb  and  Joihua,  had 
dunged  the  wildernefs ;  and  then,  when  that  is  done,  God's 
time  of  fulfilling  his  promife  comes.  And  therefore  let  us  be- 
ware of  being  too  peremptory  ;  many  a  long  look  did  the  Old 
Teftament  faints  give  for  the  Mefliah  before  he  came,  but 
long  looked-for  came  at  laft  in  the  fulnefs  of  time. 

3*  God's  time  of  building  up  his  tabernacle  is  commonly 
when  things  are  brought  to  the  laft  extremity.     This  is  clear 
in  the  text,  when  the  tabernacle  is  fallen,  broken,^  and  ruined^ 
In  that  day ^  faith  tie  Lcrdy  will  1  build  up  the  tabernacle  ofDawJL 
When  the  cafe  of  the  church  appears  defperate  and  hopelefv 
that  is  God's  ufual  time  of  appearing ;  when  the  Lord's  people 
are  crying,  "  By  whom  (hall  Jacob  arifc,  for  he  is  fmall  V^ 
When  there  is  no  man,  no  interceflbr,  then  his  own  arn». 
brings  falvation,  and  his  righteoufnefs  and  veracity  it  fuftain^ 
him :  Deut.  xxxii.  36.  **  The  Lord  will  judge  his  people,  anA 
repent  himfclf  concerning  his  fervantsj  when  he  feeth  that: 
their  power  (marg.  their  hand)  is  gone,  and  there  is  none  fliuC 
up,  or  left.'? 

4.  God's  time  of  building  up  his  tabernacle  is  a  day  of  ven- 
geance and  vexation,  unto  the  wicked  and  ungodly  world,  whcF- 
were  crying,  •*  Raze,  raze  it  unto  the  foundation."  Tb^ 
day  of  Chrift's  death,  which  was  the  day  of  our  redemptioiB> 
by  price,  was  the  day  of  bruifing  Satan's  head ;  and  whenever 
Chrift  fets  up  his  kingdom,  Satan's  kingdom  and  governmeo^ 
falls  down,  his  works  are  deftroved  by  the  manifcftation  o( 
2  '  M 
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^e  Son  of  God ;  and  this  is  tormenting  to  Satan,  and  all  that 
are  in  his  intereft.  The  dajr  of  rengeance  and  the  year  of  the 
redeemedi  ^o  commonly  together  in  fcripture.  If.  Ixiii.  4. 
''  The  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart,  and  the  yeat  of  my 
redeemed  is  come.''  If.  Ixi.  when  he  proclaims  the  acceptable 
year  of  the  churches  releife,  he  proclaims  sllfo  the  **  day  of 
irengeance  from  our  God.**  Jetufalem's  rife  is  Babylon's 
ruin.  And  therefore  we  need  hot  be  furprifed  though  a  fet 
of  men  of  a  maligilant  fpirit  have  a  jealous  eye  Upon  our  meet- 
ing here  this  day ;  for  they  cannot  hear  tell  of  any  eflay  to- 
ijrard  a  difplaying  Of  a  bsinner  for  ChTiR,  or  a  work  of  refor- 
Illation,  in  oppoution  to  their  oMtm  wicked  defigns  againft  the 
tabernacle  ot  DaVid* 

5.  However  it  be  a  day  of  vexation  and  vengeance  to  Zion'd 

enemieS)  yec  it  is  a  day  of  joy  and  giadnefs  uiito  all  Zion'd 

friends  and  well-wifhers :  Pial.  cxxvj;  2.  ^*  Then  {vik*  when 

^e  Lord  turned  back  the  captivity  of  Zioii)  was  our  mouth 

filled  with  laughter,  and  our  tongue  with  fingihg."  And  ver.  3. 

**The  Lord  hath  done  great  things  for  udt  tirhereof  we  are, 

glad."     And  if  you  a(k  me.  What  is  it  that  makes  it  a  dav  of 

joy  to  the  friends  of  Zion^  when  the  Lord  builds  Up  the  taber- 

^cle  of  David  ?    I  anfwer,  It  cannot  be  otherwife,  when  we 

conGdcr,  ( i.)  That  it  is  then  a  day  of  light :  **  The  people  that 

ft  in  darknefs,  then  fee  great  light."    Particularly,  the  light 

.<>f  truth  is  brought  fotth  unto  vi&ory  over  the  darknefs  of  er- 

^or*    (2.)  It  is  a  day  of  much  life  and  livelinefs  in  the  Lord'^ 

^>y  and  work.      The  Lord  quickens  the  dirjr  bones,  and 

they  call  on  his  name  ;  he  revives  them,  ahd  they  rejoice  in 

"'fti ;  they  "  reVite  as  the  corn,  aild  gxo^  as  the  vine."     (3.) 

't    ig  2  day  of  much  fpiritual  liberty.     The  Son  makes  them 

f^^€y  and  they  zttfree  indeed,    Chrilt,  when  he  rears  up  the 

^'bernaclc  of  David,  [Proclaims  the  year  of  rcleafe,  "  liberty 

^c>  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prifon-doors  to  them  that 

'"^ere  bound.''     (4)  It  is  a  day  of  purging  and  planting  the 

f*>ufc  of  the  Loid.     He  then  purges  his  houfe  of  buyers  and 

^Uers,  intruders  and  hirelings,  and  every  plant  that  his  right 

^^tidhath  not  planted  ;  and  then  he  fends  his  people  **  paftord 

^cording  to  his  own  heart,  whofe  feet  are  beautiful  upon  the 

'^ountains^  becaufe  they  preach  the  gofpel  6f  peace,  and 

^ing  glad  tidings  of  good  things."     When  the  L'ord  thus 

cloches  his  priefts  with  falvation,  then  his  faiuts  (hout  aloud 

f^r  joy."     (5O  I^  ^^  *^^  ^*y  ^f  Chrift's  marriage  and  corona- 

*On,  wherein  he  betrothes  his  church  unto  himfilffot  evir^  and 

»^ts  many  new  jewels  added  to  his  crown ;  and  then  the  rightsi 

'^'f  his  crown,  and  liberties  of  his  kingdom,  are  aflerted  and 

Maintained.     Cant«  iii.  lad,  *^  Go  forth,  O  ye  daughters  of 
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and  behQl.d  king  Solomop^  with  the  crowa  wberewiUi  Ins  mo* 
thcr  crowned  him  in  th<e  day  of  hk  cfpQJu^ils,  and  Ia  the  day 
of  the  gladncfs  of  his  h^art."  Th^s  much  for  theyo/z/r/it  thing 
in  th|^  methods 

y,  The^/A  tWng  was,  to  give  tl^  reafons  of  this  dfiffrine* 
Why  ia  it  th;at  G^d,  in  his  own  tioi^  s^d,  way,  will  bujild  up 
hi.s  4^!^"  and  ruined  tabt^raaclc  ? 

An/ku,  r .  Though  he  wilj  np.^  dp  it  £9^  our  Cikeet  yiet  h.e  will 
do,  it  fpr  his  own  name'a  fake,  that  it- 09 ay  no^  be;  polluted 
W4th  the  blafphei^y  of  the  enemy:  If.  xlviii.  9— rii.  *^  For 
mine  q^trja  fake,  tirei>.  for  rain^.  own  fake  will  I  dp.  it  i  fpi;  how. 
ihould  my  name  be  polluted  ?  and  I  will  not  give  my  glory 
unto  anpthisr.*'  God's  name  is  great  in,  Zim^  when  he  builds 
I>is  tah^rnaclj? :  P&L  cii-  16.  «*  When  the  Lord^  (hall  build  up 
Zioni  he  will  appear  iji  his  gJpry." 

2.  He.  builds  up  his  fallen  taberna<;|.e  upon  tbie  af:cowtof 
Chrift's  interceffipn«^  the.  great  Ang^l  of  the  covea^nty  who 
^n^erppfes  op.  hi^r  behalf  when,  fli^  i&  brought;  low*  Zecb..  i* 
1:2.  wb^n  Jeri^falem  is  l^ing  in  rubbi(}i^  the  AngeJ.of  the  co- 
venapt  interpofcsj.  fayingi  "  Hpw  long,  0  l^ord  of  lioft$,  how 
Ippg  wiU  thou  not  have  mercy  oh:  Jerufnilem,  and  pn.  tli/?.  citUa. 
of  Judah)  againd  which  thoahad  had  indignation  tbefc  three- 
fcore  and  ten  year&  ?■  *  Well,  the  Lord  anf>fr<;rcdi  tl^e  Angel  viA 
good  and  cpmfortabls  w,ords,  faying  particularly^  v^r.  1.7- 
*<  Thus  f^iijth  the  Lord  of  hofts,  My  cities  through  profperitjr 
(hajl.  yet  be  fpr^ ad.  abroad,  and  the.  Lord  fliall  yet  comfort 
Zion,  and;  {Jiall  yet  choofe  Jcrufi^l^m." 

3.  Hc.will  build  up  his  tabern^qlc,  from  thq  fyrapatfey  that 
he  hath  with  his  people  under  ppprcffion.  He  is  "  touched 
with  the  feeling  of  their  in6rmites  :  and  in  all- their  afflidions 
he  is  afHiifled ;''  and  therefore  he  fends  "the  angel  of  his  pre- 
f?nce  to  f;ive  them,  in  hjs  love  and.  pity  he  redeems  them," 
If.  Ipciii*.  9.  "  The  f'ghing  of  his  prifoncrs  comes  up  before 
him  :  and,  "  For  thp  oppreffion  of  the  poor,  and  the  figlung 
of  the  needy,  now  will  I  arife  (faith  the  Lord),  and  fet  hini 
in  fafcty  from  him  tliat  pufFeth  atf  him,"  Pfal.  xii.  5. 

4.  He  will  do  it  for  his  faithfulnefs  fake  engaged  in  hispro- 
mifev  Here  is  his  promife  ii?  the  text,  In  that  day  will  the  Lord 
build uf(the  tabernacle of,Danxidt]yai'is fallen y  &c. :  and  his  promife 
is  fure,  he  will  accomphih  it  in  his  own  time  and  way ;  **  hea- 
ven and  earth  fliall  pafa  away,  but  one  jot"  of  what  he  liatb 
fpoken  **  fliall  not  fall  to  the  ground." 

5.  He  will  build  it  up,  becaufe  it  is  the  tabernacle  of  David* 
And  *•  he  will  not  lie  unto. David :  His  feed  (h^ll  endure  for 
ever,  and  his  throne  (hall  be  built  up  unto  all  generations," 
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Wri.  txxxix.  3.  4-  The  "  hotn  of  Datid  fhalt-bu'd,  and  hfe 
l¥afti  (Ardatned  a  la^^  for  his  aftofinted  :  he  will  ciothe  ii& 
letiefAicfs  \irfth  toirte^  but  upon  hirt'fhali  the  crown  floutWt/' 
f*fipl.  cixni.  at  the  cfofc.  'Urns  toxich  for  the  dt>arinai  part 
of  thi  difeourfe. 

VL  The  /j/l  thing  I  propofcd,  was  the  AppHeathn^  whidi  I 
ftall  endeavour  todifcufs  in  a  few  inferences^  having  applitd  as 
€  went  along,  particniariy  under  the  fccond  head  df  the  doc- 
trine. 

htf,  K  See,  from  what  has  been  fjid,  the  l6Te  and  ktndtiefs 
of  God  to  men  upon  earth.  Solomon^  the  Svifeft  of  men,  cries 
out,  •<  Will  God  \Yi  very  deed  dwdl  with  man  upon  carili  r" 
Will  the  high  and  lofty  One,  who  inhabits  eternity,  and 
<lwelleth  in  light  that  is  inacceffible,  ever  take  up  lodging 
with  finful  and  rebellious  men  ?  Well,  I  fay,  from  what  has 
been  faid,  y<i:tt  fee  thi>5  pofing  atod  friencing  que  (lion  atifwcrcd ; 
*•  liehold,  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men."  Yea,  thoiigh 
men  ruin  and  take  down  his  tabernacle,  yet  he  ^ill  rebuild 
and  repaiV  it;  fo  fond  is  he  of  dwelling  with  mih.  All  the 
furniture  of  grace  and^glory,  that  lies  in  the  hand  of  xjur  igreat 
immanuel,  by  the  pJeafure  of  the  Father  is  intended  to  prepare 
a  fit  lodging  for  hiitifelf  with  men :  Pfal.  kviii.  18.  when 
&e  "  afcended  up  on  high,  and  led  captif  ity  captive^  he  irc- 
ceived  ^ifts  for  men,  yea,  even  for  the  rebellious)  that  the 
Lord  God  might  dwell  among  us."  O  let  us  admire  and 
adore  thfe  love  of  God  in  this  matter,  and  cry,  "  Glbry  to 
God  in  thfe  higheft,  and  on  earth  peace,  gobd  will  towards 
men.*' 

Inf.  2.  See  hence  the  obligations  that  d^  in  this  land  are 
under  to  the  Lord,  that  pitthed  his  tabernacle  fo  early  among 
as,  and  has  allowed  it  to  continue  fo  long,  lichen  he  never  fee 
up  or  continued  it  in  fuch  a  manner  in  ^hy  nation  upon  earth 
that  I  know  of,  fince  the  coming  of  Chrift  in  the  fleCh.  Many 
nations  of  the  earth  were  never  yet  enlightened  with  thp  b^ma 
of  the  Sun  of  rightcoufnefs,  the  dark  places  of  the  earth  arj?  full 
of  the  habitations  of  cruelty.  Other  places  th<«t  hare  been 
enlighteped  for  a  while,  their  light  was  foon  put  out,  and 
their  candleftick  removed :  witnefs  that  of  Jcrulalem,  where 
the  New  reftamcnt  church  was  founded  at  Pcntecoft;  the 
fercn  churches  of  the  Lefitt  Afia,  Rorine^  COrinth,  iand  other 
places ;  God  has  removed  his  tabernacle  from  them^  and  they 
are  become  like  Shiloh;  whereas  his  gofpei-tabemacle  has 
been  kept  up  in  Scotland  for  many  hundreds  of  years,  not- 
withftandiiig  of  the  utmoft  efforts  of  hell  to  pull  it  down  and 
deftroy  it.    He  has  many  times  threatened  in  the  conduct;  of 
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his  providence,  and  is  at  this  day  threateninp;  fore  to  riemoiv 
his  tabernacle  from-  us  \  but  O  how  loath  is  he  to  leave  as 
among  the  d^rk  places  of  the  earth !  his  way  of  working 
feems  to  utter  that  language,  Hpf.  xu  8.  **  How  (hall  I  gi?e 
thee  up,  O  Ephraim  ?  how  (hall  I  deliver  thee,  Ifracl  ?  how 
{hall  I  make  thee  as  Admah  ?  how  (hall  I  fet  thee  as  Zeboim? 
my  bowels  are  turned  within  me,  my  repen tings  are  kindled 
together." 

Infi  3.  Let  every  one  of  lis  endeavour  in  our  different  fpherei 
to  be  workers  together  with  God  in  building  up  the  tabernacle 
of  David,  which  (as  you  have  heard)  is  broken,  and  in  a  fallen 
and  ruinous  condition  at  this  day. 

To  quicken  and  excite  this  carelefs  gen^ation  to  a  conccra 
about  building  the  Lord's  tahernaclei  I  offi;r  thefe  few  con&f 
deration^. 

i^,  It  is  the  tabernacle  of  Pavid,  your  great  and  onlf 
King,  who  has  fought  our  battles  for  us  agai^ft  the  power! 
of  hell.  It  is  he  who  has  flain  Goliath  the  teaor  of  Ifratl,  be 
has  bruifed  his  head  at  the  ejf;pence  of  his  death  and  blood  i 
and  yet  (hall  we  not  be  concerned  to  build  up  his  tabernacle 
when  it  is  fallen  I 

2£//p,  The  tabernacle  of  David  is  the  gldry  of  our  land ;  itis  « 
this  tnat  makes  Zion  ^*  the  perfe£lio.n  of  beauty,  the  joy  of  the 
whole  earth ;''  it  is  this  that  makes  the  church  to  *^  look  forth 
as  the  morning,  fair  as  iIaC  moon,  clear  s^s  the  fun,  and  terrible 
as  an  army  with  banners. 

3£//y,  The  tabernacle  of  David  is  not  only  the  glory,  but 
the  fafety  of  a  land  ;  it  is  the  very  ^}  chariots  and  horfemea 
of  Ifrael."  His  glory  in  the  midft  of  a  church  is  as  a  wall  of 
iire  about  her,  and  as  broad  rivers  and  ftreams  furrounding 
the  city,  where  no  galley  with  oars  nor  gallant  ihip  can  pafs^ 
to  harm  or  moled  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  God.  Ir  wa^ 
God's  tabernacle  in  the  midil  of  Ifrael,  that  ilruck  terror  upon 
all  the  nations  round  about,  and  made  Balaam,  at  the  fight 
thereof,  to  cry  out,  "  Surely  there  is  no  inchantment  againft 
Jacob,  nor  divination  againit  IfraeK" 

£^thly^  Confider,  that  as  it  is  our  duty  afid  interefl:,  h  we  are 
bound  by  the  oath  of  God  to  upbuild,  maintain,  and  preferve, 
the  tabernacle  of  David  againft  all  injuries.  Befides  perfoDal 
vows,  there  are  public  vows^  oath^,  and  covenants,  frequently 
repeated,  lying  upoi;i  us  and  our  pofterity  to  build  up  the  ta- 
bernacle of  David,  to  maintain  the  do(^rine,  difcipline,wor(bip> 
and  government  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  it  is  dated  in 
our  public  dandards.  And  whatever  failures,  through  human 
%|veakntf6  and  infirmity,  there  might  be  either  in  the  compofura 
of  thefc  covenants,  or  yet  in  their  adnsiniftraiion,  this  canncr 
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ver  loofe  us  from  the  oath  of  God  to  maintain  and  carry  on  a 
reformation  of  the  church  of  Chrift,  antecedently  binding  by  the 
authority  of  God  in  his  word.  The  Rachtbites  thought 
themfeWes  bound  to  abdain  from  wine,  a  thing  indiffertnt  in 
itfelfy  becaufe  of  their  father's  oath  \  and  are  commended  for 
it. 

The  ra{h  oath  made  to  the  Gibeonites  in  the  days  of  Jofhua 
was  found  binding  in  the  days  of  Saul  and  David,  ahhough 
it  was  only  the  princes  of  the  congregation  that  fware.  The 
oath  of  Zedekiah  king  of  Judah  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  a 
Heathen,  though  prohibit  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  was  found 
binding ;  *^  Shall  he  break  the  covenant,  and  efcape  ?"  The 
bond  of  any  city  or  community,  though  made  only  by  thefe 
who  prefently  govern,  is  found  binding  in  law  upon  their  fuc* 
cefibrs  in  office  in  the  fame  fociety.  And  yet,  will  any  deny 
that  the  oath  of  God,  fo  folemnly  fwom  by  king,  nobles,  gen< 
try,  commons,  and  perfons  of  al)  r^nks,  with  uplifted  hand  to 
the  great  God,  for  maintaining  and  upholding  his  tabernacle 
in  the  land,  is  not  obligatory  upon  us  their  poderity  ?  And 
therefore,  I  fay,  if  we  do  not  concur  in  building  the  fallen  ta» 
bernacle  of  David  according  to  thefe  oaths,  we  are  guilty, 
not  only  of  rebellion  again{t  the  divine  authority,  but  alfo  of 
P^jury, 

^ihly^  Hell  and  Rome,  and  all  their  auxiliaries,  are  at  work 
to  ruin  the  Lord's  tabernacle ;  and  yet  (hall  the  friends  of 
Chrid  be  flack*handed  to  build  and  uphold  it  i  None  more 
adlive  to  ruin  and  pull  down  the  tabernacle  than  a  fet  of  cor- 
rupt clergymen,  who  by  ways  and  means  of  their  own,  have 
f'Ajrped  the  facrcd  offices  of  the  tabernacle.  We  have  fcen 
^y  their  ads,  and  now  we  may  fee  it  in  print,  a  fchtfme  and 
^>'cje£l  laid  to  ruin  the  church  of  Chrift  mto  a  politic  engine 
^rierving  the  intercft  of  the  ftate,  and  all  the  ftipends  of 
Zetland  into  livings  for  gentlemens  fons  ;  and  thus  they  pro^ 
<^fe  to  build  the  tabernacle  of  David.  But  if  this  was  the 
^^y  of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  it  is  eafy  to  judge  from  M«itth. 
'«  25.  I  Cor.  i.  26-- 28.  Now,  1  fay,  when  men  are  fo  adive 
^  ruin,  the  Lord's  tabernacle,  ihall  not  the  lovers  of  Chrift  be 
^Jicerned  to  build  it  up  ? 

6tblyi  The  curfc  of  God  will  follow  thefe  who  do  not  help 
^  build  up  the  tabernacle  of  David.  The  cry  feems  to  be 
iircn  in  the  camp  of  Ifrael,  "  Who  is  on  the  Lord's  fide 
g^ainft  the  mighty  ?  '  youthat  are  idle  fpeAators,  and  refufe 
^:^ur  heipmg  hand,  remember  that  awful  word,  Judg.  v.  23. 

Curfe  ye  Meroz,  curfe  ye  bitterly  the  inhabitants  thereof; 
^caufe  they  came  not  up  to  the  help  of  the  Lord,  to  the  help 
f  the  Lord  again (t  the  mighty.*' 
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jthly,  If  the  tabernacle  of  David  fall^  or  he  lifted  'froih 
atnong  us,  many  woes  will  follow  upon  it  i-  *<  Yea,  wo  alfo 
-nlnto  them  whe^  I  depart  from  thtm ;''  nothing  but  deiTolatkm 
^enfues.  <<  Be  inftmfted,  O  Jtrufalem^  left  I  nirice  tbee  def- 
late, a  land  not  inhabited.  I  would  have  gathelr^d  tfaefe  (fayis 
Chrift  unto  the  Jews),  as  the  hen  gathers  her  chickens  under 
her  wings,  and  ye  would  not  P  ami  therefore  <*  behold  your 
faoufe  is  left  unto  you  defolate."  Let  us  but  look  to  Shiioh, 
and  fee  what  the  Lord  has  done  there  ;  let  tte  look  to  the  fs** 
mous  church«s  in  the  Lefltr  Afia,  the  once  faihous  church  of 
Home ;  let  us  look  to  France,  Spuiui  Germany,  and  other 
parts,  where  the  tabernacle  of  David  once  flouriihed,  and  fe^ 
what  darknefs  and  defolatron  is  there  through  the  temoral  ojf 
the  tabernacle  ;  and  let  thefe  be  beacons  to  warn  and  guard 
us  againft  indifierency  about  the  concerns  of  the  Lord's  taber- 
nacle, and  motives  to  excite  us  to  activity  aiid  cOticefn  for 
maintaining  and  upholding  of  his  tabernacle  as  in  the  days  of 
old. 

SMy^  Let  it  encouregis  ttctj  friend  of  Zioh  to  lend  their 
helping  hand,  that  it  is  God  that  builds  the  Ubernadbbf 
David,  attd  his  faithfulnefs  is  engaged  in  the  text  to  do  it. 
We  are  encouraged  to  "  work  out  the  work  of  our  pcrfonai 
falvation  with  fear  and  trembling,"  under  a  fenfe  of  our  Own 
weaknefs  and  impotency,  becaufc  "  it  is  God  that  worketh  in 
us,  both  to  will  and  to  do  of  his  own  good  pleafure."     So  let 
it  encourage  us  to  put  hand  to  the  work  of  the  Lord's  taber- 
nacle, thit  it  is  God  thdt  builds  the  tabernacle  of  DaVid  j 
*'  God  doth  build  up  Jerufalem,  and  gather  together  the  dif- 
perfed  of  IfraCl.'*     If  he  fiiiile  upon  our  impotent  mints  at  the 
work,  he  will  make  the  Wotk  to  go  on  and  pirofper.     It  is  n6 
matter  how  ihfignificant,  how  few  or  fmall  the  inftruments  be 
if  he  work  with  them  or  by  them ;  for  he  can  make  one  to 
chafe  a  thouftnd,  a  thoufatid  to  put  ten  thoufand  to  flight- 
**  The  battle  is  not  to  the  ftrong,  nor  the  race  to  the  fwift*. 
Worm  Jacob"  in  his  hand  will  ari(e  *'  and  threfh  the  moun^^ 
tains,  and  beat  theirt  fniall,  and  make  the  hills  as  chaff." 

9/A/^,  If  we  do  not  help  up  with  the  tabernacle  of  David,  w^ 
bring  the  blood  of  David  upon  our  heads ;  for  the  tabetnacl^ 
was  reared  at  thfe  eipence  of  his  blood  :  and  we  bring  thebloiD<^- 
of  all  our  anceftttrs,  who  fuffered  for  maintaining  of  God*^** 
tabernacle  in  the  land,  upon  our  head.  Yea,  we  bring  th^ 
blood  of  out  fouls,  ahd  the  blood  of  all  our  pofterity,  on  ouC 
head  :  for  if  the  tabfernncle  of  David  fall,  and  be  removed,  oa^ 
own  fouls  perifti,  and  the  fouls  of  dur  pollerity,*the  very  mead^ 
of  their  falvation  being  gone  out  Of  the  land :  for  **  w^hcrencF 
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ifif^n  10>  thene  the  people  periib/'  faith  the  Lord  by  Solomon, 
rov»xxU.  1 8. 

Im  order  to  our  fucce&fol  building  of  the  broken  and  fallen 
ihrniacle  of  David,  there  are  thefe  following  particulars.  I 
ouki  fupgeft  to  my  reverend  brethren  at  prcfent,  to  fnyfelf, 
!Mi  to  all  hearing  me. 

!•  In  ocder  to  tabemack-building,  it  isneccflTarythat  every 
ne  o£  us  prepare  a  habitation  for  the  mighty  Gbd  of  Jacob 
1  our  hearts.  It  is  fcarce  to  be  fappofed  ^bat  that  man  who 
^fufeth  Chrift  a  room  in  his  heart  by  fiiith,  that  ever  he  will* 
B  very  active  to  build  him  a  tabernacle  in  the  land:  and 
icrefore  let  every  one  of  us  comply  with  that  fummons, 
fal.  xxiv.  at  the  clofc,  **  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates,  bo 
t  liitcd  up,  ye  everlading  doors,  that  the  King  of  glory 
lay  come  in.  And  then,  having  given  him  a  habitation  in 
our  hearts,  provide  room  for  him  in  your  families.  You 
lat  are  heads  of  .families,  fay  as  Joihua,  Let  others  do  as 
a^y.pleafe^  \*  as  i|r  me  and  my  houie,  we  will  ferve  the 
KMrd."  Let  God  be  worihipped  in  fin^erity  morning  and  even- 
ig  in  your  families,  and  make  it  your*  bufinefs  to  in(itu£( 
our  families,  children,  and  fervante,  i;^  the  good  ways  of 
^  XiOrdf  after  the  example  of  Abraham  the  father  of  thd 
iijhfuj. 

a».  In.  of  der  to  our  building  the  t^b^rnacle  of  the  Lord*s  con- 
St^gaHon  in  the  land,  ic  is  neceflary-that  we  be  well  actjtiaint- 
'iMrith  the  pattern  fiiewed  in  the  nuHint^  particuhrly  of  the 
!(ew  Tedament  revelation  ;  and  what  a  length  the  work  was  . 
acried  in  the  days  of  our  forefathers,*  who  took  themfeWes 
nd  their  pofterity  engaged  by  folemn*  covenant  to  prcferve, 
li^tain,  and  carry  on  that  reformation-  in  the  land  \  and  what 
^iQtendiogs  and  wreftlings,  even  ontobl^od,  there- have  been  ' 
t-  that  glorious  caufe.  Ignorance  of  tbecaufeof 'Chrift>  as  it 
^9l  been  ftated  from  the  word  of  God,  both  as  to  dodrine, 
orfliip,  difcipHne,  and  govern ment^  and  how  it  has  been 
Icpted  by  folemn  oath,  makes  folk  to«work  in  the  dark,  and 
^  difpute  and  contend  about  they  know  not  whalf.  And 
^^refore,  let  us  ftudy  the-  teitimony  of  the  Lord's  witneiTes 
^  former  timesi  and  wliat  teflimonies  have  been,  and  may 
&,  emitted  againft  the  -  defeAions  of  our  o.wn  day  and  gene- 
tion. 

3«  Having  laid  thefe  things  as  a  foundation,  it  is  ncceiTary 
kat^  like  Elijah,  we  (hould  be  *^  very  zealous  for  the  Lord 
^od  of  hods,*'  and  his  tabernacle  in  the  land.  It  is  faid  of= 
lirift,  when  he  was  purging  his  temple,  and  calling  out  buy- 
rs  and.  fellers  who  profaned  it^  that**  the  zeal  of  his  Father's 
oufe  did  oat  him  up,"  Johnii.  17.     Something  of  this  holy 
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!zeal  (hould  poflefs  all  the  members  of  Chrift,  and  all  his  ini- 
nifters.  There  is  a  generation  of  Gallios  and  Laodiceans, 
who>  under  the  name  of  moderation,  falfely  fo  called/vill 
look  upon  you  a«  madmen,  and  hot-headed  zealots,  and  what 
not.  But  as  fire  burns  with  the  fn'eater  heat,  the  colder  the 
climate  and  weather  be  ;  fo  true  zeal  wiil  rather  be  kindled 
and  increafed)  than  cboled  and  quenched,  by  fuch  dif- 
couragements.  Only  let  your  *^  zeal  be  ajccording  to  know- 
ledge,'^ founded  upon  a  true  acquaintance  with  the  perfon^ 
fiaturesi  and  offices,  and  caufe  of  Chrifl ;  for  indeed  blind  zeal 
doth  more  harm  than  good :  our  zeal  (hould  be  accompanied 
with  the  ferpent's  wifdom,  and  the  dove's  fimplicity  and  in- 
nocence. 

4.  In  building  the  tabernacle  of  David,  we  had  need  to 
count  the  cod,  and  to  reckon  What  taberhacle-work  may  coft 
ut ;  lay  your  account  with  the  lofs  of  your  name ;  lay  your 
reputation  down  at  the  Lord's  feet.  As  phrift  drfpifid  the 
Jbame  of  the  crofs  in  faying  us,  fo  muft  w  i  in  following  him 
and  his  caufe.  We  muft  lay  our  account  with  the  lofs  of 
our  worldly  fubftance,  and  **  take  joyfully  the  fpoling  of  bor 
goods*''  Let  nevqr  your  own  houfes,  lands,  and  riches,  be 
laid  in  the  balance  with  the  building  of  God's  tabernacle  $ 
otherwife  Qirift  and  you  will  foon  part,  like  the  yoiing  man 
in  the  gofpel,  who  **  went  away  forrowful,  becaufe  he  had 
great  poflcffions."  We  muft  lay  our  account  with  the  lofs  of 
our  lives  in  building  of  the  liOrd's  tabernacle  :  many  a  life  has 
gone  for  it  in  Scotland ;  and,  if  it  need  our  lives  alfo,  we 
muft  be  ready  t0  part  with  them,  rather  than  quit  the  Lord's 
tabernacle.  Rev.  xii.  1 1. 

5.  Come  not  nigh  unto  **  the  tents  of  thcfc  wicked  men,*' 
who  ufurp  upon  the  priefthood'  and  fervice  of  the  tabernacle 
without  the  Lord's  call,  and  who  arc  aftive  in  carrying  on  a 
defeflion  from  the  attained-to  reformation  of  the  Lord's  taber- 
nacle in  Scotland.  The  countenance  and  encouragement  gi* 
ven  them  by  profeffed  friends  of  Chrift,  hardens  and  fortifies 
them  in  their  way  and  method  *,  fuch  are  partakers  of  their  fin. 
It  is  the  exprefs  command  of  God,  from  fuch  to  **  withdraw^ 
who  walk  not  according  to  the  tradition  we  have  received  :" 
and  therefore  every  one  that  wifhcs  well  unto  the  Lord's  ta- 
bernacle (hould  fay  of  fuch,  as  Jacob  faid  of  Simeon  and 
Levi,  *•  O  my  foul,  come  not  thou  into  tbeir  fecret ;  unto 
their  afTcmblies,  mine  honour,  be  hot  thou  united  *,  for  th& 
inftrumcnts  of  wi^kednefs  and  cruelty  are  in  their  hablta** 
tlons." 

6.  Hold  hand  to  all  minifters  or  Chriftians  who  are  cn^ 
dcavouring  honcftly  io  their  fphcrc  to  build  up  the  tabernacle 
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of  David.  It  is  a  fore  matter,  and  looks  ominous,  when  the 
real  friends  of  the  tabernacle  come  to  be  divided  among  them ; 
felves.  Although  we  be  commanded  to  feparate  from  taber* 
nacie-deftrojrers,  yet  we  are  not  any  where  commanded  to. fe- 
parate frorn^tabernacle-builders,,  who  ^'  keep  the  command- 
ments and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  blamelefs,  and  are,  accord- 
ing to  their  fphere  and  fituation,  endeavouring  to  promote  the 
public  caufe  of  David  our  King,  and  oppofing  his  enemies. 
**  He  that  is  not  againft  us,  is  with  lis,"  Let  us  ftudy  to  be 
with  all  thofe  that  are  with  Chrift,  or  upon  his  fide,  and  his 
covenanted  caufe  in  the  hnd  \  but  efpccialiy  with  thofe  that 
ftand  as  it  were  in  the  front  of  the  battle,  and  againil  whom 
the  flrcngth  of  the  enemy  is  levelled. 

7.  Pray  and  wreftle  much  at  a  throne  of  grace,  that  Qod  may 
come  and  work  the  work  himfelf ;  for  '*  except  the  Lord  build 
the  houfe,  the  builders  build  in  vain."  Opray,  that  the  cloud 
of  his  prefence  may  reft  upon  the  tabernacle  ;  that  his  Spirit 
may  be  poured  out  from  on  high  upon  king,  nobles,  gentry, 
commons,  minifters,  and  people  \  and  then  the  building  of  the 
tabernacle  will  go  on  apace. 

8.  Laftly^  Let  every  one  attempt,  through  grace,  the  refor- 
nation  of  his  own  heart  and  life,  and  to  have  a  walk  like  thofe 
1^0  believe  that  the  God  of  the  tabernacle  is  in  the  midft  of 
M.  Ifrael  were  obliged  to  guard  againft  all  mprsU  and  cere- 
monial unclcannefTes,  becaufe  "  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael  was  in 
the  midft  of  them  j*'  fo  let  us  ftudy  to  a£l  and  walk,  as  in  the 
%ht  of  that  God  who  '•*  fcarches  Jeiufalcm  as.  with .  lighted 
Candles.  Be  ye  holy,  as  he  that  hath.ealled  yoii  is'holy.*'  The 
^tender  walk  of  profcflbrs  is  a  reproac;^  to  the  God  of  the 
^bernacle,  and  caufes  the  enemy  to  blafpbeme.  Let  the  laws 
^  the  tabernacle,  particularly  thefe  of  the  moral  law  as  ^  rule 
f  obedience,  be  "  a  light  unto  your  feet,  and  a  lamp  uhtp 
^ur  paths.  And  as  many  as  walk  according  to  this  rule, 
E^ce  (hall  be  on  them,  and  mercy,  and  upon  all  the  Ifrael  of 
-od.** 
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]>££I4£R'S  YENGBANCE  UPON  TQE  GRAND  ENEBIT 

OF  THE  REDEEMED^ 

BEING  SEVERAL  SERMONS 

^XEACmn  AT  SACKAMENTAl.  AND  OTHER  OCCASIOHI. 

Is^  Uiii*  4.^'rFor  iht  day  9f  vmg€ance  if  m.mm  h^mt^  tnti  th 
year  of  my  rtd^emed  is  came. 

TH£  flRST  SUtMOH  ON  tVO,^  TSXT., 

TO  gain  time,  I  wave  the  conne£liot),  and  juft  come  ta 
the  W6rd8  themfelves,  which  I  take  up  as  a  material  lei 
petition  of  the  firft  prottiife.  Gen.  iii*  15.  **  The  feed  of  the 
Mf'oman  {hall  bruife  the  head  of  the  ferpent  ;**  which  wotds  are 
an  expreis  ttireatening  of  wrath  and  vengeance  unto  the  old 
ferpent  and  his  feed  \  but  at  the  fame  time,  a  proQiife.of  fal- 
vation  impfied  unto  the  ^o^an  and  l^er  £eed*  It  is  as  if 
the  Loj^d  had  (aid»nto  Satan,  Thou  haft  indeed  ruined  Adam 
and  his  poftcfity  at  one  fllroke  ;  but  remember  I  will  be  avenr 
ged  on  thee  for  what  thou  haft  done ;  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  I 
ahfi'to  take  on  the  human  qature,  and,  in  and  by  that  nature 
which  thou  haft  ruined,  I  will  bruife  thy  head,  and  ruiii  thy 
kingflom.  Sp  fays  tfie  Lord  here,  **  The  day  of  vengeance  is 
in  mihc  heart,'*  &:d.  As  if  he  had  fald,  I  cannot  forget  the  old 
quarrel  I  have  wit}!  Saran  for  ruining  the  woman  and  her  feedi 
it  is  ftill  frelh  in  my  view,  I  will  furely  purfue  it  to  the  dc- 
ftru£lion  of  Satan,  and  the  redemption  of  my  people.  So, 
then  you  may  take  up  the  words  in  thefe  few  particulars* 

|.  We  have  here  the  name  or  deCignation  of  God's  remnant 
of  mankind-dnners,  they  are  calkd  h^s  redeemed,  my  redeemd^ 
thejl  are  mine  by  elef^ion,  mine  by  my  Father's  donation, 
mine  by  the  purchafeof  my  bl.ood>  and  they  arc  to  be  mine  by 
conqueft  j  their  redemption  plainly  fuppofes  them  to  be  in 
bondage  unto  fin  and  Satan.  It  is  obfervable,  that  they  arc 
called  J  he  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  though  the  price  of  their  re- 
<^cmpiion  was  not  yet  paid ,  many  hundteds  of  years  did  in- 
'■  '  tcrvene 
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telVene  before  the  a£iual  payment  of  the  ranfomi  ttid  yet  it  ia 
fpoken  of  as  a  thing  done,  becaufe  it  Was  a  thing  already  a£lecl 
in  the  purpoTe  of  ue  Father,  and  in  the  promife  of  the  Son 
from  all  eternity :  for  the  fame  reafon  Chrift  is  called  ^  a  Lamb 
flain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world.^ 

2.  In  the  words  we  may  notice  the  deep  tefentment  that  the 
glorious  Redeemer  has  of  the  quarrel  of  the  redeemed  s  ^e 
day  ofvengeanct^  fays  he^  is  in  my  heart.  Perhaps  indeed  there 
may  be  here  a  reference  immediately  to  the  vengeance  that 
God  was  to  in8i£t  by  Cyrus  upon  the  Babylonian  empire,  for 
rite  hard  uiage  Ifrael  had  received  from  them  during  their  fe- 
yenty  years  captivity ;  but  ultimately  it  has  a  refpedl  unto  th^ 
vengeance  the  Son  of  God  was  to  take  in  the  fulnefs  of  time 
Upon  Satan>  that  deftroyer  of  mankind  \  be  fpeaks  here  in  the 
capacity  of  our  kinfman.  According  to  the  t^nor  o^  the  law 
of  Mofcs,  the  neareft  of  kin  was  to  be  the  avenger  of  his 
kinfmai>'s  blood :  fo  Chrift  here  as  our  Goel,  our  brother,  our 
elder  brother,  bone  of  our  bone,  and  flefh  of  our  flefh,  efpoufes 
our  quarrel  againft  the  enemy,  and  dcftroys  the  deftrojTQri 
The  dap  rf  vengeance  is  in  my  hearty  it  is  in  my  heart ,  that  is  to 
fay,  I  have  purpofed  it,  I  have  promifed  it,  and  the  refolation 
it  firmly  feated  in  my  foul,  and  the  very  thought  of  it  is  a 

fi^a^ure  and  delight  to  me^  **  Thy  law  is  within  my  heart," 
al.  xl.  t. 

3.  In  the  Words  we  have  thi^  ftated  time  for  the  deliverattcd 
of  the  redeemed ;  it  is  called  a  day  in  the  beginning  of  the 
verfe,  and  a  year  at  the  end  of  it.  A  day  and  a  yeat  are  one 
thing  with  the  I.ord ;  yea,  a  thoufand  years  are  as  one  day^^ 
and  one  day  as  a  thoufand  years  with  him,  being  from  ever* 
lifting  to  everlafting  God,  without  any  variablencTs  or  (hadow 
6f  turning :  only  this  perhaps  may  be  in  if,  the  time  of  mercy 
to  the  redeemed  may  be  called  a  year,  and  the  time  of  ven- 
geance a(iiy,beeaure  tuftice  is  his  ftrangc  work,  his  ftrange  ^Et^ 
Und  therefore  difpatcnes  it  in  a  little  time,  makes  (horc.work 
vrith  it ;  but  mercy  is  a  work  wherein  he  delights, and  therefore 
he  protrads,  and  draws  it  out  unto  a  far  greater  length  ;  **  his 
mercy  is  from  everlafting  to  everlafting  upon  them  that  fear 
tiim/'  Whatever  be  in  this,  yet  the  period  of  time  here  point- 
ed at,  by  the  day  of  vengeance,  and  the  year  of  the  redeemed^ 
Ss  efpeciaVy  the  fulnefs  of  time,  when  Uod  fent  fotth  his  Soii 
made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law,  to  redeem  them  that 
^were  were  under  the  law,  that  we  might  receive  the  adoption 
cf  fons. 

4.  We  may  notice  the  Redeemer's  pleaftire  and  fatisfaftion 
with  the  view  of  all  this,  he  fpeaks  of  ii  with  a  particular  air 
of  joy  and  triumph :  l^he  day  if  vengeance  is  in  mine^  hearty  and 
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^he  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come.  Ke,  as*  it  were,  anticipates  the 
^cene,  and  a£l&  it  over  in  his  own  heart  before  the  time  be  fully 
come,  he  reli(hes  it  in  his  own  mind,  and  rejoices  in  ir,  as  come 
already,  becaufe  now  it  was  near  at  hand.  Thus  you  fee»  that 
this  text  has  a  twofold  afpe£t ;  it  has  a  favourable  and  kindly 
afpefl  upon  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord  ;  but  it  has  a  frowning 
and  terrible  afpe.£l  upon  the  ferpent  and  his  feed. 

Observe,  '*  That  as  the  year  of  the  redeemed  is  the  joy  of  the 
great  Redeemer ;  fo  he  has  the  dated  time  for  avenging  their 
quarrel  in  his  heart.*'     The  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  hearty 

J  and  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come. 

Method  (through  divine  afliftance)  (hall  be  this 
L  To  fpeak  a  little  of  the  great  Redeemer. 
IL  Of  the  redeemed. 

III.  Of  the  year  of  the  redeemed. 

IV.  Inquire  on  whom  their  quarrel  is  to.be  avenged. 

V.  Of  the  day  of  vengeance  and  the  execution  of  It* 

yi.  Make  it  appear,  that  all  this  was,  and  (till  is,  the  joy  of 
the  Redeemer's  heart. 
VII.  Apply  the  whole.  . 

I.  Thejfr^ff  thing  is,  Xq  fpeak  a  little  of  the  great  and  glorious 
Redeemer.  And  here  I  (hall  only  anfwer,  in  (hort,  two  or  three 
queflions  that  may  be  aiked  anent  him.     And, 

I.  It  may  be.  aiked,  as  the  church  doth  in  the  id  verfe, 
**  Who  is  this  that  cometh  from  Edom  and  Bozrah,  to  avenge 
Our  quarrel,  and  fet  us  free  from  the  hand  of  our  enemies  ?'' 
It  is  fit,  in  this  day  of  blafphcmy  and  reproach  in  our  valley 
of  vifion,  to  tell  you,  that  our  Goel,  the  avenger  of  our  blood, 
is  none  other  than  **  God  manifefted  in  the  flefh  j''  and  every 
one  that  ever  faw  him,  will  be  ready  to  cry  out  with  Thomas, 
*'  My  Lord,  and  my  Gpd."  Who  is  he  ?  fay  you.  Sirs,  I  tell 
you,  that  he  is  the  great  God :  Tit.  ii.  13.  "  Looking  for  that 
blcfled  hope,  and  the  glorious  appearing  of  the  great  God,  and 
our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrril."  He  is  the  true  God :  i  John  v.  20. 
**  He  hath  given  us  an  underftanding  to  knoyr  him  that  is 
true  :  and  we  are  in  him  that  is  true,;hat  is,  in  his  Son 
Jefus  Chrift.  This  is  the  true  God,  and  'eternal  life."  He  is 
God  over  all,  blcfled  for  evermore,  Rom.  ix.  5.  He. is  the 
eternal  God  ;  for  "  his  goings  forth  were  of  old,  from  evcr- 
lafting."  He  is  the  omniprefent  God,  who  fiills  heaven  and 
earth ;  for  though  he  be  afcended  to  heaven,  and  is  to  continue 
there,  as  to  his  human  nature,  till  the  time  of  the  reftuution 
of  all  things,  yet  be  is  dill  here  on  earth,  and  every  where  as 

10 
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U8  divine  ;  **  Lo  (fays  he)  I  adi  with  you  unto  the  end  of  the 
rid.**  He  is  the  omnifcicnt  God,  "  I  am  he  that  fcarchcth 
heart  and  the  reins  ;*'  and  he  necdeth  not  that  any  fhould 
ify  of  man,  for  he  knoweth  what  16  in  man.  He  is  the  in- 
tendent  and  felf  exiftcnt  God,  for  he  is  thefirfU  and  he  alfo 
hi  lajli  Rev.  i.  17.  **  He  is  before  all  thinjirs,  and  by  him  all 
Qgs  confift  %  he  is  the  beginning,  and  in  all  things  he  muft 
e  the  pre-eminence,  Col.  i.  17.  18.  He  is  the  immutable 
I  unchangeable  God,  without  any  variablencfs  or  fhadow 
turning;  ^^  The  heavens  (hall  wax  old  as  a  garment;  and 
\  vefture  he  (hall  change  them,  and  they  (hall  be  changed : 
:  he  is  the  fame,  and  of  his  years  there  is  no  end,"  Heb.  i.  j  2« 
b.  xiii.  8.  "  Jefus  Chrift  the  fame  ycftcrday,  and  to  day,  and 
ever."  He  is  the  very  fame  God,  numerically  one  with  the 
thcr  :  "  I  and  my  Father  are  one.  There  are  three  that 
ir  record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Spirit : 
d  thefe  three  are  one  :*'  the  fame  in  fubftance,  equal  in 
wer  and  glory.  Now  this  is  our  Redeemer,  **  This  is  our 
end,  O  daughters  of  Jerufalem ;"  this  is  he  that  "  fpeakii 
righteoufnefs,  mighty  to  fave.*'  O  Sirs,  fee  if  ye  can  call 
n  Lord  in  a  way  of  believing,  by  the  holy  Spirit ;  for  every 
ague  muft  confefs  tha(  Jcfus  Chrift  is  the  Lord^  to  the  glory 
God  the  Father;  however  others  may  blafpheme  him,  as 
he  were  only  an  inferior  deity,  let  us  ever  think  and  fpeak 
inourably  of  him  ;  for  ^^  he  is  thy  Lord,  and  wot(hip  thou 
m ;"  and  all  men  muft  honour  him,  as  they  honour  the  Fa- 
er. 

2.  If  it  be  a(ked  again,  what  is  the  birth  and  pedigree  of 
18  Redeemer?  from  whom  is  he  defcended?  I  anfwer,  ^^  Who 
n  declare  his  generation  ?"  View  him  in  his  divine  nature^ 
He  is  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father ;  the  brightnefs  of  his 
tther^s  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon ;"  and  (o 
:e  his  Father,  that  he  who  hath  feen  him,  hath  feen  the 
uher  alfo.  But  as  for  the  manner  of  his  eternal  generation 
ho  can  declare  it  ?  It  will  remain  an  inexplicable  myftery, 
1  the  day  of  glory  declare  it.  View  him  as  to  his  human 
ture,  he  is  the  promifed  feed  of  the  woman ;  the  feed  of 
braham,  in  whom  all  the  nations  of  the  earth  are  blefTed  ;  he 
fprung  of  ancient  kings,  in  the  royal  family  of  David  ;  in 
m  David's  family  did  terminate,  in  him  David's  throne  and 
tigdom  is  to  be  perpetuate  for  ever.  But  if  you  ftill  aCc, 
ow  was  he  generate  as  man  ?  I  anfwer,  even  as  to  this,  *^  Who 
^n  declare  l:\is  generation  ?'*  This  alfo  is. a  myftery;  for, 
ce  Melchizedek  his  type,  he  is  without  father  as  to  his  hu- 
>9n,  and  without  a  mother  as  to  his  divine  nature.  AH  that 
e  can  tell  you  about  diis,  is  only,  that  he  was  conceived  by 
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the  power  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  the  wocnb  of  the  virgm  Marfi 
and  born  of  her  ^vithout  fin.  Thus  you  fee  what  is  the  birm 
and  pedigree  of  our  glorious  Redeemer.  O  Sirs,  you  need 
not  be  aihamed  to  own  him,  for  he  is  the  credit  o^  all  his  kioi 
he  is  the  credit  of  his  Father's  family>  for  his  Father  glories  in 
hiniy  and  (hews  him  in  a  way  of  triuitiph  and  gloriation  to  the 
wide  world)  crying.  If*  xlii.  i.  ^*  Behold  my  fervaiic  whom  t 
Uphold,  mine  ele£b  in  whom  my  foul  delighteth  :**  and  if  ht 
be  the  credit  of  his  Father^s  family,  much  more  is  he  the  cre- 
dit of  Adam's  family  ;  in  him  the  human  nature  recorers  its 
crown  of  glory  and  dignity  to  a  vaft  adrantage^  which  was 
lo(t  by  the  fin  of  our  firft  parents ;  and  ^^  in  him  (hall  all  the 
feed  of  Ifrael  be  juftified,  and  (hall  glory.'* 

3.  If  you  afk  again,  with  relation  to  this  Redeemer,  the  airen* 
ger  of  our  blood,  How  is  he  called,  what  is  his  name  i  I  an- 
fwer,  9S  the  Angel  did  unto  Manoah,  Judg.  ziii.  18.  M  Why 
aikeft  thou  after  my  name,  feeing  it  is  fecret  i**  or  nv^nderfii 
as  in  the  margin.  It  is  like  the  white  ftone,  and  new  namet 
that  no  man  knows,  but  he  that  is  taught  of  God ;  for  fieih  and| 
blood  cannot  reveal  it,  but  only  our  Father  which  is  in  heates. 
However,  the  Spirit  which  fearcheth  all  things,  yea,  even  the 
deep  things  of  God,  has  given  us  fome  hints  of  his  nametf 
every  one  of  which  is  like  ointment  poured  forth  to  them  diat 
can  read  and  underftand  them  in  the  light  of  the  Spirit. 

1/?,  Then,  his  name  alone  is  Jehovah,  Moji  High  over  d 
the  earth :  Jer.  xxiii.  6.  "  This  is  his  name  whereby  he  (hall  be 
called,  Jehovah-Tsidkenu,  The  Lord  our  rightepufneis.'^ 
Well  may  we  call  him  by  that  name,  when  the  angels,  the 
cherubims  and  feraphims  of  the  higher  houfe,  who  ftand  con* 
tinually  in  his  pre^nce,  cover  their  faces  with  their  wings«    I 
when  they  fee  him  upon  his  throne,  high  and  lifted  np,  cry-    ^ 
ing,  "  Holy,  holy,  holy  is  tKe  Lord  God  of  hofts,  JehovaK- 
Zabaoth  :    Thefe   things  fpake  £faias,  when   he   faw  hiB 
glory,'*  John  xii.  41.  compared  with  If.  vi*  3, 

2^/)f,  Another  letter  of  his  name  you  have,  Exod<  iti.  l/^^ 
♦*  Go  (fays  he  unto  Mofes),  and  tell  them,  1  am  hath  fcn*^ 
me  unto  you,  I  am  that  I  am  9*^  which  is  juil  an  explE-^ 
catbn  of  the  name  Jehovah,  and  fays,  that  he  is  the  vcr^ 
fountain  of  all  being  and  bleffedncfs,  that  is,  felf-exiftent  iii-^ 
dependent  God,  who  hath  faithfulnefs  for  the  girdle  of  hi^ 
reins,  and  truth  for  the  girdle  of  his  loins.  And  that  he  wh^^ 
appeared  unto  Mofes  by  this  name,  is  none  other  than  Chrif^ 
the  glorious  Mefiiah,  is  clear,  by  comparing  that  paflage  witS^ 
A£ts  vil.  32. 

jci/yi  His  name  is  Immanueh  God  with  <//,  Matth.  1.  23.  if^ 
is  net  only  a  God  in  our  nature,  but  God  on- our  fide,  God 

avenging    i 
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RVengiag  «iir  qaarr«L  But  if  the  Lord  of  hofts  be  vrich  us, 
ftnd  the  God  of  Jacob  our  refuge,  what  have  we  to  fear  ? 
^<  Fear  not,  £01;  1  am  with  thee :  be  not  difmajed,  for  1  wait 
ikj  God :  I  will  ftrengthen  thee^  jea,  I  will  help  thee^  yea»  I 
wiH  Ujj^iald  thee  with  the  right  hand  of  mj  rigbteouraefe.". 

^iUft  His  ftatne  is«  Tie  WordofG^di  Ker.  six.  Z3<  <<  He^ 
bath  his  vefture  dipt  in  blood,  and  his  name  is.  The  Word  ^ 
^cA^^  He  is  the  Alpha  ^uid  Omega  of  the  written  word  ;  all 
^  lines  of  the  Bible  centre  in  him.  And  as  a  maa  gives  his^ 
command  by  his  word  \  fo  by  this  Word  of  tiie  Lord  were  the 
heavens  no^tde,  ^nd  all  tlie  hofls  of  them  by  the  breath  of  his 
DBOuth.  As  a  man  brings  out  the  thoughts  of  bis  heart  by  his 
words ;  fo  by  Chrifl^  the  eternal  counfels  of  the  heart  of  God 
snent  oilr  redemptioti  are  opened  and  brought  unto  lights  for 
he  it  is  that  opens  the  book,  and  loofes  tlie  feven  feals.thereof* 

^thly^  His  nalne  is,  TlIh  King  of  kmgt^  and  thel^ord  of 
lords  :  and  this  name  is  written  upon  his  thigh  andhisyefiure. 
Rev.  xix.  i6«  All  the  powers  of  tne  eatth  ate  but  his  vailals, 
for  he  is  **  the  Prince  of  the  kings  ot  the  earth :  By  me  kings 
Xeign,  and  princes  decree  juftice/'  But  what  do  I  fpeak  of  the 
powers  of  the  earthy  for  the  powers  of  heaven  bow  at  the 
iiaase  of  Jefus  i  He  is  the  head  of  all  prii>ciptlity  and  power^ 
sad  might  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  can  be  named, 
whether  in  this  world,  or  that  which  is  to  come.  Many  other 
Qatnes  he  gets  in  fcripfure,  which  I  citnnot  now  ftand  upon. 
His  nanrte  is  "  Jefus,  a  Saviour  j"  his  name  is  •*  MeiBah,  or 
Chrifl  the  anointed  ;'^  his  name  is  *'  The  Lamb  of  God,  who 
taketh  away  the  fin  of  the  world  ^"  his  name  is  **  Tiie  Branch 
ef  the  Lord,  who  is  beautiful  aod  glorious  -y*  his  name  is 
^'  The  Shepherd  of  Ifvael,  who  leadeth  Jolepk  as  a  flock ;"  his 
name  is  the  Prince  of  life,  the  Plant  of  renoWn."  See  a  clnftcr 
c€  his  glorious  ns^mes  together,  .If.  ix^  6.  **  Unto  us  a  child  is 
f^oin^  ttnto  us  a  fon  is  given:  and  hiii  naeie  fball  be  called 
Wonderful,  Counfellor,  The  mighty  God,  the  everlafting  Fa-. 
•J^cr,  The  Prince  of  peace." — Thus  you  fee  what  is  our  great 
^edeenoer's  name,  or  how  he  is  called. 

4.  What  are  his  qualities  as  a  Redeemer  ? 

^nfi^.  i>*.  He  is  a  chofen  Redeemer  ;  If.  xlii.  i.  He  is  mine 
^9£i.  H©  was  chofen  as  the  only  fit  perfon  in  heaven  or  earth, 
•^>*  managing  that  great  undertaking  of  our  redemption  :  "  J 
^5ls  fet  up,' '  fays  he,  "  from  everlafting,  from  the  beginning, 
^i-  ever  the  earth  was.''  And  God  the  Father,  we  find  hin^ 
Slorying  in  the  choice,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  19.  "  I  have  laid  help 
^pon  one  that  is  mighty :  I  have  exalted  one  chofen  out  of 
jKe  people.  I  have  found  David  my  fervant,"  O  Sirs,  let  the 
F^0Kr*s  choice  be  your  choice  alfo. 
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idly^  He  is  a  ftrong  and  mighty  Redeemer :  <'  I  that  fpeak 
in  ri^hteoufnefty  mighty  to  £iive.  I  have  laid  help  upon  one 
that  IS  mighty."  He  is  the  true  Samfon,  that  carries  away  the 
gates  of  our  fpiritual  prifon,  and  who  flays  our  fpiritual  ene- 
mies heaps  upon  heaps,  with  weapons  which,  to  us,  would  ap- 
pear as  unfuitable  its  the  jaw-bone  of  an  afs,'  for  ''  throngh 
death  he  deftroycd  him  that  had  the  power  of  death." 

'3^/^,  He  is  a  Redeemer  of  gpreat  authority ;  for  *'  he  rules 
io  Jacobs  and  to  all  the  ends  of  the  earth.*'  The  government 
IB  laid  upon  his  Ihoulder ;  not  only  the  government  of  the 
church,  but  the  government  of  the  world,  for  the  churches 
fake ;  *'  he  hath  given  him  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  the 
church.**  His  authority  is  abfolute ;  for  "  he  doth  whatever 
pleafes  him  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  earth.**  His  authority  is  irrefiftible  ;  every  crea- 
ture muft  bow  unto  him  ;  he  **  ftrikes  through  kings  in  the 
day  of  his  wrath.'*  His  authority  is  perpetual ;  for  "  his  king- 
dom is  ata  everlafting' kingdom,  and  of  his  dominion  there  is 
no  end."        '  :    • . 

^thlyl  He  is  an  opulent  and  wealthy  Redeemer,  -He  wis 
fully  capable  to  redeem  the  inheritance  for  his  poor  kindred; 
and  whatever  juftice  demanded  of  him^  he  told  it  down  to  the 
uttermoft  farthing.  O  Sirs,  our  Goel,  our  kinfman,  is  the 
Heir  of  all  things,  all  the  immenfe  treafures  of  wifdom  and 
knowledge  are  hid  in  him  ;  unfearchable  riches,  all  the  pleni* 
rude  of  the  Deity  dwells  bodily  in  him. 

Sthlyy  He  is  a  matchlefs  and  incomparable  Redeemer.    He 
is  not  to  be  paralleled  among  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  higher 
or  lower  houfe.  He  has  obtained  a  more  excellent  name  thaa 
men  or  angels  :    **  As  the  apple-tree  among  the  trees  of  the 
wood."     Matchlefs  in  bis  perfon  as  Immanuel ;  matchlefs  ica 
liis  perfections,  being  **  the  brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory  ;'^ 
iDatchlefs  in  his  love,  for  he  died  out  of  love  to  his  very  ene- 
mies ;  his  lo\'e  made  him  wade  through  the  deep  ocean  of  hi^^ 
Father's  wrath  ;  yea,  like  Jonah,  to  caft  himfelf  into  the  fe^^ 
of  vengeance,  that  we  might  not  be  fwallowed  up  in  it  for  ever-—* 

6thly,  He  is  a  refolute  and  courageous  Redeemer.    He  wa^^ 
not  afraid  to  encounter  all  the  powers  and  armed  legions  o#^ 
hell ;  no,  no,  The  day  of  vengeance^  fays  he,  is  in  mine  heart  ^^ 
he  fet  his  face  like  a  flint  againft  the  ftorm  of  his  Father*^ 
wrath,  and  of  the  rage  of  men  and  devils  that  blew  diredUjT' 
in  his  face,  when  he  came  upon  the  work  of  our  redemptions 
lie  did  not  faint  nor  was  difcouraged,  till  he  had  fet  judge- 
ment in  the  earth  ;  he  came  from  Edom  and  Bozrah,  travel  - 
Ji^)g  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength,  faying,  "  I  will  tread 
;  theia 
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tbehi  in  mine  anger,  I  will  trample  them  in  niy  furjr.*'  Tliu^ 
3^u  fee  fome  of  his  excellent  qualities  as  a  Redeemer.  And 
fo  jnuch  fhall  ferve  for  ihejfrjl  thing,  which  was  to  give  fome 
little  account  of  the  Redeemer. 

II.  The  fecond  thing  propofed  was,  to  Jjlyeai  a  little  of  thi 
redeemed:  H be  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come.  And  here  again, 
twa  or  thtee  qaeftions  maj  be  moved  concerning,  them  in 
fcort. 

I.  Who  are  they  that  Hre  herfe  called  thfe  redeemed  ?  Anfw. 

In  a  word,  they  are  a  feled  company  of  the  loft  race  and  po- 

flerity  of  Adam  chofen  by  the  Father,  and  given  by  him  to 

the  Son,  before  the  foundations  of  the  world  were  laid,  that 

in  due  time  he  might,  redeem  and  deliver  them  from  that  wo 

and  wrath  thfey  l^y  etpofed  to,  for  the  breach  and  violation 

of  the  divine  law,  or  covenant  df  works,  and  whom  he  en- 

giaged  to  call  effeftlially;  to  juftify;  fanftify,  and  at  length  to 

bring  to'etfernal  ^lofy  in  the  enjoyment  of  God  for  ever.    So 

that  you  O^e  Chrifl  did  not  fpend  the  price  of  his  blood,  or 

travel  of  his  foul,  for  the  fallen  angels,  but  for  fallen  man  ; 

^'  he  took  not  on  him  the  nature  of  angels;  but  this  feed  of 

Abrahstm-:'*   neither  did  he  redeem  all  mankind^   by  paying 

il  ranfom  for  every  individiial;  but  for  thefe  whom  the  Father 

gave  hiiri  out  of  Adam's  family  :  ^*  1  lay  down  my  life,'*  fays 

he,  "  foir  my  (beep,"  not  fpr.  the  goats;  but  "  foi:  the  iheep : 

I  pray  not  for  the  world,  but  foi:  thdfc  \?hpm  thou  haft  given 

nae  out  of  the  World,  for  they  are  thine,'^  Johii  xvii^  91! 

1.  You  told  us  of  the  Redeemer's  defcent  and  pedigree ;{ 
^^^at  is  the  pedigree  of  the  redeemed,  how  are  they  defcend- 
^  ?  Anfw.  Although  the  redeemed  be  honourably  defcended  ; 
^et  they,  by  their  natural  generation^  are  a  bafe-born  com- 
^Siny,  being. defcended  and  fpriing  of  Adam,  and  fo  are  the 
^^generate  plant  of  a  ilrange  vine,  of  the  fame  common  'maf^ 
**  corruption  with  the  reprobate  world  who  pferilh  for  ever,; 

*  Children  of  wrath,  and  heirs  of  hell,  as  well  as  others.'* 
C*lie  children  of  Ifrael  were  taught  to  flng  that  melancholy 
^^d  mournful  ditty,  "A  Syrian  ready  to  perifli  Was  iny  fa- 
^er  ;"  and  the  Lord  tells  them,  Ezek.  xvi.  3.  ."  Thy  father 
^as  an  Amorite,  and  thy  mother  an  Hit  lite.'*  Oh  Sirs;  you 
'^d  1,  whatever  our  immediate  parents  were,'  whether  they 
V-ere  gracious  or  gracelefs;  whether  they  were  rich  or  poor,' 
^oble  ot  ignoble  i  ytt^  confidering  us  as  the  ppfterity  of  the 

*  rft  Adam,  we  may  derive  our  pedigree  from  hell:  *•  "^e  are 
^f  your  father  the  devil,"  fays  Chrift  unto  the  Jews,  who 
^ade  their  faoaft  that  they  had  Abraham  to  their  father.   But 

Vor.  11;  3^1  ^<^i 
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ytt  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord,  though  they  be  thus  b^fely  At* 
fcendcd^)y  natural  generation,  yet  by  ihcir  new  birth,  or  regene- 
ration, they  are  nobly  defcended;  *'  they  are  born,  not  of  blood, 
nor  of  the  will  of  the  flefh,  nor  of  the  will  of  man,  but  of 
God  :  To  as  many  as  received  him,  to  them  gave  he  power, 
or  rights  ta  become  the  Sons  of  God." 

3.  if  you  aik,  with  what  price  hath  Chrift  redeemed  them  ? 
the  apoftle  Peter  anfwcrs  this  queflion,  i  Pet.  i.  18. 19.  "  We. 
arc  not  redeemed  with  corruptible*  things,  fuch  as  filver  and 
gold  A  but  with  the  precious  blood  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  as 
of  a  Lamb  without  blemifli  and  without  fpot.''  No  lels  a  price 
than  that  of  blood  would  do  the  budnefs ;  for  ^'  without  the 
(bedding  of  bloo4  there  is  no  remiffion  of  fin  :*'  and  it  was  vo 
ordinary  blood  that  would  do  it,  but  the  beft  blood  of  the 
whole  creation,  even  the  blood  of  the  immaculate  Lamb  of 
God :  and  what  valuable  blood  this  is,  will  aj>pearj  if  we  take 
either  an  abfplute  or  comparative  view  of  it*     (i.)  View  it 
abfpliitely,  it  is  the  blood  ot  God,  as  it  is  called,  A^s'xx.  28^ 
**  Feed  the  flock  of  God,  which  he  hath  purc^afed  with  lus 
own  blood/'  And  i(  is  fo  called,  becaufe  of  theperfohal  union 
between  the  man  Chrift  Jefus  and  the.  fecond  prerfon  of  tK 
glorious  Trinity,  by  virtue  of  which,  he  is  Imnianoel,  God- 
man  in  one  perfon.     O  what  a  valuable  ranfoni  muft  this  be| 
It  is  the  blood  of  him  who  is  "  the  man  of  God's  right  hatid, 
who  is  in  the  form  of  God,  and  thinks  it  nO  irobbery  to  be 
equal  with  God/'    It  is  indeed  royal  blood  that  is  the  ranfom 
of  our  fouls,  the  blood  of  him  who  is  **  The  mighty  God,  The 
everlafting  Father,  and  The  Prince  of  peace."     (2.)  Let  us 
view  this  blood  comparatively  (as  1  was  faying  juft  now),  it 
is  the  beft  blood  of  the  whole  creation*     The  blood  of  a  man 
is  more  valuable  than  the  blood  of  a  bcaft,  becaufe  man  was 
made  after  the  image  of  God  ;  the  blood  of  the  faints  is  more 
valuable  than  the  blood  of  other  men,  becaufe  the  image  of  God, 
which  was  loft  by  the  fall,  is  impreflcd  upon  them  by  regenera- 
ting and  fahdlifyirig  grace  ;  hence  v/e  are  told,  that  precious  in 
the  fight  of  the  Lord  is  the  death  (or  blood)  of  his  faints." 
O  then  how  precious  muft  his  blood  be,  who  is  **  the  exprcfs 
image  of  the  Father,  and  the  brightnefs  of  his  glory  I**  Wjiat 
is  tne  blood  of  a  creature,  in  rcfpe£t  of  the  blood  of  the  evcr- 
bleffed  Creator  1    Although  the  whole  angels  in  hcavett^  men 
on  earth,  and  devils  in  hcW,  yeia,  the  whole  frame  of  nature 
bad  been  offered  up  in  facrifice,  they  could  never  have  fatis^ 
fied  jufticc,  or  expiate  the  guilt  of  the  leaft  fin  ;  no,  no,  no- 
thing Jefs  than  a  ranfom  of  infinite  value  could  do  itj  the 
redemption  of  the  foul  is  precious,  and  would  have  ceafed  fof 
ever,  unlefs.the  Son  of  God  had  poured  out  his  foul  for  us. 
Thus  you  fee  what  is  the  price  wherewith  they  arc  redeemed. 

4.  If 


716^  Annals  of  Redeeming  Love,  toV.  435 

4.  If  It  be  aflced,  WhatYelation  do  the  redeemed  {land  in 
to  rile  Redeemer  ?  for  here  he  fpeaks  of  ihem  /is  his  in  a  wa^ 
of  eminence.  The  year  of  my  redeemed  is  com»  I  anfwerj  We 
find  him  inicripture  ailbrting  his  claim  to  them  undera  mani* 
fold  relation.  Sometimes  we  find  him  calling  them.  Lift ./<^^/r, 
as  in  the  :8th  v^rfc  of  this  chapter,  And  '•  be  faid,  Surety  they 
are  mj  people,  children  that  will  not  iie :  and  fo  he  was  tiieir 
Sa?iour.'*  Sometimes  he  calls  them  his  fitrv^ts  :  .«*  Where 
I  am  (fays  he),  there  (hall  alfo  my  fcrvant  be.*'  Sometimes 
he  calls  diem  k\s  friends;  •^  Ye  are  my  friends,  if  ye  do  what, 
foeyer  I  command  you.".  Sometimes  his  feed:  If.  liii.  lo.  '<  He 
ihall  fee  his  feed,  he  (hall  prolong  his  days,  and  the  pleafiue 
of  the  Lord  ihall.profper  in  his  hand."  Sometimes  his  bnibren; 
and  **  he  is  not  a(hame4  to  call  them  brethren,"  having  .taken 
part  of  .the  children's  flefh.  Sometimes  hisjpoufe  ^d-kride^ 
as  you  iee  frequently  in  the  Song  of  Solomon,  bometimcs  he 
calls  them  his  jewels  :  "  They  (liall  be  mine,  fattli  the  Lord  of 
hofts,  in  the  day  that  I  make  up  my  jewels."  Sometimes  his 
portion :  "  The  Lord's  people  are  his  portion,  and  Jacob  is  the 
Jot  of  his  inheritance."  Sometimes  his  crofivs^  and  hig  ornamefii: 
**  Thou  (halt  be  a  crown  of  glory  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord, 
and  a  royal  diadem  in  the  hand  of  thy  God.''  Sometimes  his 
jsfery ;  a  very  ilrapge  expreflion  I  *^  1  have  placed  falvation  in 
Zion  for  iirael  my  glory."  Thus  you  fee  that  he  aflerts  his 
iatereft  in  them  under  manifold  relations.  And  fo  much  con- 
cerning the  Redeemer,  and  the  redeemed.  )  proceed  now  to^ 

in.  The  third  thing  propofed,  which  waSy  to/peat  a  little  of 
the  year  of  the  redeemed.  But  before  I  enter  pn  it  we  Qa^il 
(ing. 


Is.  Ixiii.  4. — For  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  hearty  and  the 
year  of  my  redeemed  is  come. 

THE  SECOND.  SERMON   ON  T^JS  TEXTf 

|-.  npHE/AW  thing  propofed  wa?,  %9  J^fdi  of  the  year  of 
**  X  the  redeemed. ;  Whether  there  be  a-  literal  rcfpca  in 
the  words  unto  the  year  of  jubilee,  or  the  year  of  the  irefeafe  of 
tfrael  from  their  captivity  in  Babylon,  after  fcventy  years  bon- 

dage, 
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dage,  I  {hall  not  contend :  I  take  it  here  in  its  fpiritual  and  ulti- 
mate meaning,  as  pointing  at  the  time  of  our  redemption  bf 
Chrift  Jefus.  And  here  I  will  tell  you  of  a  fivefold  notable 
year  of  the  redeemed,  i .  There  is  the  year  of  puirpofed  lU 
dempcion.  2.  The  year  of  purchafed  redemption.  3.  11k 
year  of  exhibited  redemption.  4.  The  year  of  applied  redemp- 
tion. Andy  5.  The  year  of  confummare  redemption*  Thdb 
are  fire  notable  ye^rs,  and  many  great  and  glorious  tbingi 
ivere  and  are  to  be  done  in  every  one  of  them. 

ftr/t^  I  fay,  there  is  the  year  of  redemption  by  ordination  01 
purpofe.  And  this  is  fuch  an  ancient  year,  that  it  never  had 
a  beginning,  the  glorious  frame  and  plan  of  our  redemptiox 
being  laid  in  the  heart  of  God  from  eternity,  before  eyer  th< 
foundatidns  of  the  world  ^ere  laid  :  with  refped  to  this  year 
Chrift  is  called  <*  a  Lamb  ilatn  from  the  foundation  of  tk 
"world.*?  If  it  be  afted.  What  were  the  principal  occurren 
ces  of  this  year  2  ' 

Jn/w.  I.  This  year  ^kfting  and  everlafting  loive  lighten 
upon  the  redeemed,  when  he  faw  them  in'  his  own  decre 
lying  in  their  blood  :  £zek.  xvi.  6.  **  And  when  I  pafTed  b 
thee,  and  faw  thee  polluted  in  thino  own  blood,  I  faid  unti 
thee,  when  ttou  waft  m  thy  blood,  Live :  yea,l  faid  unto  the 
when  thou  waft  in  thy  bldod.  Live.  And  vcr.  8.  **  Whci 
I  pafled  by  thee,  and  looked  upon  thee,  behold,  thy  time  wa 
xhe  time  of  love."  O  is  not  this  a  great  matter,  a  wondcrfu 
occurrence,  that  from  the  ancient  ycar§  of  eternity  God  paflcc 
by  the  fallen  angels,  and  pitched  his  love  upon  a  company  oi 
poor  finncrs  of  Adam's  family,  who  were  like  the  new-born 
anfant,  caft  out  into  the  open  field,  wallowing  in  its  native 
blood  and  filth,  without  hope,  without  help,  without  llrengthj 
beauty,  or  any  thing  elfe  to  commend  them  unto  him  !  Oh 
let  heaven  and  earth  wonder  at  that  ftrange  word,  Jer.  xxxlj* 
**  I  have  loved  thee  with  an  everlafting  love  :  therefore  with 
everlafting  kindncfs  have  I  drawn  tliee,"  from  the  ancient 
■years  of  eternity. 

2.  This  year  bf  everlafting  love,  the  grand  council  of  peac« 
was  called  in  heaven  among  the  perfons  of  the  adorable  iri- 
Tiity ;  where  the  aiFair  under  confideration  was,  how  Saun*^ 
ufurpcd  kingdom  in  this  world  might  be  fapt  and  overturned; 
and  in  order  to  this,  how  finners  of  Adam's  family  might  be 
faved,  iiT  aconfiftency  with  the  honour  of  th.e  divine  law  and 
juftice,  fovei'ei^nty,  and  other  attributes.  A  queftion  which 
would  have  nonpluifed  a  general  aOembly  of  angels,  and  put 
them  to  an  everlafting  ftand.  "  Jiow  ftiall  I  put  them  among 
the  children?"  is  a  query  which  wc  muft  leave  unto  God 
iiiEnfclf,  and  his  infinite  wifdom  and  grace,  only  to  Jinfwcr. 
'■   ■  "  ■  Q.'Ihis 
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3.  ThU  year  the  happy  overture  was  made,  and  agreed  to 
in  the  council  of  peace,  tnat  the  fccond  perfon  of  the  glorious 
imd  adorable  Trinity,  the  only  bcgottrn  Son  of  God,  fliould, 
in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  aifume  the  nature  of  man,  take  his  place 
in  law,  and  aft  the  part  of  a  Saviour  for  loft  finners,  and,  by  his 
obedience  unto  the  death,  fulfil  the  law,  facisfy  juftice,  finiih 
truifgrefBon,  make  an  end  of  fin,  and  do  every  thing  requifite 
for  their  falvation,  and  the  ruin  of  Satan's  kingdom.  That  this 
was  agreed,  and  gone  in  to,  appears  from  what  we  have,  Pfal. 
xl.  6 — 8.  **  Burnt  oAerin{!  and  fin-offering  haft  thou  not  re- 
quired.   Then  faid  I,  Lo,  I  come :  in  the  volume  of  the  book 
it  is  written  of  me :  I  delight  to  do  thy  will,  O  my  God  :  yea, 
thy  law,**  this  law  of  redemption,  •^  is  within  my  heart."     () 
how  did  the  heart  of  our  glorious  fmmanuel  leap  in  his  breaft 
when  the  overture  was  made  I  £0,  leome^  &c.     With  what 
pleafure  doth  he  fpeak  of  it,  Prov.  viii.  23,  "  I  was  fct  up  from 
everlafting,  from^the  beginning,  or  ever  the  eanh  was  !  I  re- 
joiced in  the  habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  and  my  delights 
were  with  the  fons  of  men  !" 

4.  In  this  year  it  was  agreed  upon,  and  finally  ended,  that 
the  eternal  Son,  God  coequal  with  tlie  Father,  (hould  come 
pndcr  a  new  covenant  relation  to  his  own  Father,, and  that  he, 
H  head  of  the  new.covenant,  fliould  have  the  right  to  eternal 
)ife,  and  all  the  bleiBngs  of  the  covenant  fubfetvient  thereunto, 
fettled  in  his  own  perfon ;  that  io  having  the  right  in  his  p^^r- 
fon,  he  might  give  it  unto  as  many  as  the  Father  had  given 
him.  It  was  with  a  view  to  this  new-covenant  right  with  his 
own  Father,  that  it  was  prophefied  of  him,  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  16. 
**  He  (hall  cry  unto  me,  Thou  art  my  Father,  my  God,  and 
the  Rock  of  my  falvation."  And  upon  this  new -covenant 
conveyance,  he  tells  his  difciples,  when  he  was  about  to  afcend 
into  glory,  "  1  afcend  unto  my  Father  and  your  Father,  and 
to  my  God  and  your  God." 

5.  It  was  agreed  upon  this  year,  that  the  whole  power  and 
ftrcngth  of  the  eternal  Father,  yea,  the  whole  power  of  the 
glorious  Trinity,  fhould  be  forthcoming  to  our  glorious  Re^ 
iicemcr,  for  his  fupport  and  throughbearing  in  his  glorious  un- 
dertaking of  man's  redemption  :  <•  He  is  my  fervant  whom  f 
uphold,  faith  the  J^rd.  With  him  my  h^ind  (hall  -be  eftablifh- 
ed:    mine  arm  alfo  ihali  ftrengthen  him,"  Pfal.  Ixxxix.  21. 
Therefore  Chrift  is  called  "  the  man  of  God's  right  hand.** 
As  alfo  it  was  agreed,  that  the  fulnefs  of  the  Godhead  ihould 
dwell  in  him  bodily  *,  that  he  (hould  receive  the  Spirit  above 
meafure,  to  fir,  furniih,  and  qualify  him  for  his  undertaking : 
*«  1  will  put  my  Spirit  upon  him,  and  he  (hall  bring  forth 
judgerftcnr  (into  the  Gentiles." 
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6.  This  year  it  was  agreed,  that  '<  the  pleafure  of  the  Lord 
fliould  profper  in  his  hand,"  that  he  (houldhe  fucce&ful  in  his 
undertaking,  maugre  all  the  oppofition  tliat  either  heU  or  earth 
ihould  be  capable  to  raife  againft  hiro. ;  for  this  end  he  ei^- 
ged  that  his  hand  (hould  be  upon  the  man  of  his  right  hand, 
whom,  he  had  made  ftrong  {or  himfelf  \  that  he  would  make 
his  enemies  his  footftool,  and  ftrike  through  Ungs  in  the  day 
of  his  wrath,  and  plague  aU  thefe  that  hated^bim.  Many  other 
things  I  might  name,  as  tranfadled  in  this  year  of  our  re« 
demption  bv  ordination;  but  if  I  (hould  infift  here»  I. might 
anticipate  all  that  was  tranfafled  in  the  following  years,  b^ 
caufe  wihatever  occurred  in  them  was  fixed  upon  and  deter* 
mined  this  fiift  year  of  Redemption.  And  dicrefore  f  proceed 
to  a 

Second  year  of  the  redeemed,  and  that  is,  the  year  of  our 
redemption  by  purchafe  or  impetration;  under  which  pe« 
riod  I  comprehend  the  whole  time  that  the  Son  of  God  fo- 
journed  in  this  lower  world  in  our  nature,  till  he  afcended 
again  into  glory.  This  was  the  acceptable  year  of  the  Lordi 
which  the  Old  Teftamem  faints  fo  much  longed  for  ;  this  was 
the  day  which  Abraham  faw  afar  off,  and  was  glad  when  ht 
iaw  it.  If  it  be  aiked.  What  were  the.  tranfaSions  of  thii 
year  i  I  anfwer.  Great  things  were  done  this  year,  yea,  won- 
derful without  number.  I  (hall  only  inftance  in  a  few.  ' 

I .  This  year  the  great  God  was  incarnate  :  ^*  The  Word  was 
made  fle(h,  and  dwelt  among  us."  Sirs,  what  think  you  of 
this  piece  of  ftrange  news,  were  your  fouls  never  ^ffedled  with 
it  ?  Whatever  you  may  think  of  it,  yet  Paul,  the  gfcat  apoftk 
of  the  Gentiles,  rehearfes  it  as  a  matter  of  the  h^heft  wqp- 
der,  I  Tim.  iii.  i6.«**  Without  controverfy,  great  is  the  myf- 
tery  of  godiinefs,  God  manifefted  in  the  flelli."  And  Heaven 
thought  it  a  matter  of  fo  great  moment,  that  fo  foon  as  ever  (his 
year  commenced,  a  meiTcnger  was  difpatched  from  the  throne 
pf  glory  to  notify  it  unto  the  ihepherds,  faying,  Luke  ii.  lo. 
**  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy  :  for  unto  you  is  born 
this  day,  in  the  city  of  David,  a  Saviour,  which  is  Chrift  the 
Lord."  And  immediately  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  hoft 
begin  their  fong  of  praife,  crying,  *'  Glory  to  Cod  in  the 
highed,  and  on  earth  peace,  good- will  towards  men."  The 
morning  (lars  fang  together,  and  ihouted  for  joy,  crying, 
*^  Glory  to  :God  in  the  higheft,  when  the  foundation-ftone  of 
our  redemption  was  laid.  O  Sirs,  let  heaven  and  earth,  an- 
gels and  men,  wonder  at  what  God  hath  done  for  us  I  The 
great  Creator  became  a  creature,  the  Ancient  of  days  became 
an  infant,  and  made  of  a  woman ;  here  is  a  myftery  of  wif- 
dom,  grace,  and  love,  that  may  make  its  cry,  "  O  the  dfjpth 

of 
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ti  the  tidies,  both  o{  the  wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God ! 
how  unfearchable  are  his  judgementSi  and  his  ways  paft  find- 
ing out  P* 

•  a.  This  year  the  great  Lawgiver,  whofc  will  is  a  law  to  an- 
gels and  men,  roluntarily  fubje£):ed  himfelf  to  his  own  law,  and 
that  in  the  room  and  ftead  of  rebels^  who  had  tiolate  his  law, 
snd  contemned  his  authority  :  Gal.  iv.  4.  5.  *'  In  the  fulnefa 
of  time  God  fent  forth  his  Ton  made  of  a  woman,  made  under 
the  law,  to  redeem  them  that  were  under  the  law,  that  we 
might  receive  the  adoption  of  fons.''  O  Sirs,  had  ever  the 
law  fuch  a  fubje^l !  No,  no  *,  here  is  the  Creator  made  under 
the  law  given  to  the  creature ;  hence  ic  was,  that  his  obedience 
to  the  law  reflefted  a  glorv  and  honour  upon  the  law,  whick 
it  never  had  before,  and  which  the  obedience  of  meri  and  an* 
gels,  though  never  fo  perfed,  could  not  have  done  :  If.  xlii.  2i« 
^  The  Lord  is  well  pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fake,  for  he 
ihall  magnify  the  law,  and  make  it  honourable/* 

3.  This  year  God  blefled  for  ever  was  made  a  curfe ;  and 
he  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  that  he  can  behold  iniquity,  was 
made  fin  :  Gah  iii.  1 3.  *^  He  hath  redeemed  us  from  the  curfe 
of  the  law,  being  made  a  curfe  for  us/'  And,  2  Cor.  v.  21* 
**  He~Was  made  fin  for  us,  who  knew  no  fin ;  that  we  might 
be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him."  O  Were  not  thefe 
ftrange  and  remarkable  events !  "  Shall  it  not  be  faid  in  Jacob 
and  Ifrael,  What  hath  God  wrought !'' 

4.  This  year  everlafling  righteoufnefs  ^z%  brought  in  for 
the  juftification  of  ungodly  fiimers.  Sirs,  immediately  upon 
Adam's  fall,  by  the  breach  of  the  firft  covenant,  fin  entered 
into  the  world ;  and  that  moment  that  fin  entered  into  the 
World,  righteoufnefs  went  quite  out  of  the  world,  fo  that  there 
was  none  righteous,  no  not  one. .  But  this  year  Cbrift  the  Son 
of  God  brought  it  in  again  into  ihe  world,  by  his  obedience 
unto  the  death ;  "  What  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was 
weak  through  the  flefh,  God  fending  his  own  Son,  in  the  like- 
nefs  of  finful  flcfli^  for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the  flcfli :  that 
the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  might  be  fulfilled  in  us,  who  Walk 
not  after  the  flefh,  but  after  the  Spirit/' 

5.  This  year  God  adlualiy  laid  the  foundation  of  a  throne 
of  grace,  in  juilice  and  judgement,  and  of  the  houfe  of  mercy, 
which  (hall  be  built  up  for  even  God  intended  to  rear  up  a 
new  houfe  of  mercy  for  miferable  finners,  upon  the  ruins  of 
the  broken  covenant  of  works ;  and  Chrill  himfelf  is  the  firfl 
ilone  of  the  building :  If.  xxviii.  16.  "  Behold,  1  by  in  Zion 
for  a  foundation,  a  ftonf,  a  tried  (tone,  a  precious  corner- 
done;  and  he  that  bcUeveth  on  him  fhall  not  be  confounded.'* 
Indeed  this  ftonc  was  rejs<flcd  by  the  Jewifti  builders,  but 

God 
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God  has  made  h  the  chief  (loner  of  the  corner  i  and  another 
foundation  no  man  can  Jay  :  <^  This  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and 
it  is  wondrous  in  our  eyes.** 

6.  This  year  the  vail  of  the  temple  Was  rent  fronri  the  top  to 
the  bottom;  and  the  way  to  the  holieft  was  opened  by  the  blood 
of  Jefus.  Immediately  upon  the  fall  of  miiD,  the  door  of  ac- 
cefs  to  God  and  glory  was  (hut,  and  bolted  againil  Adam  and 
all  his  poflerity  ;  this  was  fignified  by  the  cherubims  with  the 
flaming  fword,  turning  every  way  tog;uardouraccefsunto  the  tree 
of  life.  But  by  the  blood  of  Jefus,  a  new  and  livihg  way  iaf 
opened,  which  is  confecrated  for  us;  and  by  this  new  way  we 
have  entered  with  boldncfs.  **  I  am  the  door  (fays  Chrift) :  by 
me  if  any  man  enter  in^  he  (hall  be  faved,  and  fliail  go  in  and 
buty  and  find  pailure." 

7.  This  year  (in  was  finiflied,  and  tranfgreffion  endecSl  in  i 
way  of  fatisfadiidnj  infomuch  that  the  uttermoft  fanhinj^  0^ 
debty  that  We  owed  unto  divine  judice  for  fin,  was  paid  dowfl 
in  the  red  gold  of  a  Redeemer's  blbod:  This  Chri(i  teftified 
in  his  dying  words;  heci'ied  oiit,  Itisfimjbidi  and  thereupon 
bowed  the  head,  and  gave  up  the  ghoft.  And  lipdn  Chrtfl'si 
uttering  of  that  wotd,  (in  was  condemned  in  the  flefli  of  the  Son 
of  God,  and  the  hand*writing  that  was  againftus,  even  our  debt) 
bond  unto  jufticci  was  cancelled  and  tom^  he  having  nailed  it 
to  his  crois. 

8.  This  year  the  covenant  of  grace,  ot  the  tcftament  of 
Chrift,  was  confirmed  and  made  lure  by  his  blood  :  Dan.  it, 
27.  *•  He  fhall  confirm  the  covenant  with  many."  The  tc{la« 
ment  is  now  of  force  fince  the  Teftator*s  death,  as  the 
apoftle  argues,  Heb.  ix»  The  death  and  blood  of  Jefus  has  gi* 
Ven  fuch  a  validity  unto  his  latter  will  contained  in  this  blefled 
Bible,  that  we  may  purfue  for  the  goods  of  the  teftament  with 
boldnefs  at  a  throne  of  grace,  and  do  it  with  fall  aflurance  of 
faith; 

9*  This  year  the  facrifice  and  bblation  was  made  to  ceafe^ 
the  Mofaic  oeconomy  was  unhinged  :  all  the  (hadows  of  the 
Jewilh  ceremonies  did  flee  away,  Chrilt  the  ftibftance  of  them 
all  being  come. — Not  to  infill  upon  particulars :  This  year 
the  Prince  of  life  was  incarcerate  for  o\ir  debt,  died  and  came 
under  the  power  of  death  for  a  time.  This  year  he  was  **  jufti- 
fied  in  the  Spirit,  taken  from  prifon  and  from  judgement," 
and  fully  difchargcd  of  our  debt,  >vhich  he  had  undertaken  to 
pay.  This  year  he  was  '*  declared  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with 
power,  according  to  the  fpirit  of  holincfs,  by  his  refurre£^ion 
from  the  dead."  This  year  God  was  declared  to  be  a  Cod  of 
peace^  by  the  refurre^ion  of  Chrift  from  the  dead ;  and  this 
year  the  foundation  of  a  lively  hope  was  laid  for  us>  even  tbtf 
I  hope 
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lopc  of  **  an   inheritance  that  is  incorruptible^   iindcfiled^ 
ind  that  fadeth  not  away."     This  year  a  whole  elcft  world 
Xras  raifed  from  the  dt'dA  in  their  glorious  reprcfentative  ;  he 
laving  drunk  of  the  brook  in  the  way,  immediately  he  lifted 
up  the  head  in  his  refurredtion,  and  our  heads  were  lifted  up 
in  him.     This  year  God  went  up  with  a  (hout  (I  mean  God 
in  our  nature),  yea  God  with  the  found  of  a  trumpet  \  and 
**  turhen  he  afcehded  iip  on  high,  he  led  captivity  captive,  and 
rfeceivcd  gifts  for  men,  even  for  the  rebellious,  that  the  Lord 
God  might  dwell  among  thein."     O  Sirs^  God  is  afcended  in 
bur  nature,  and  fitting  upon  the  thione  of  glory,  fwaying  the 
fceptrie  of  heaven  \  and  hie  is  wearing  our  natiire  in  glory,  as  a 
pledge  that  we  (hall  follow  him,  for  the  human  body  was  af- 
fumed  for  the  fake  of  the  myilical.     Thus  yoii  fee  what 
great  events  happened  in  the  year  of  our  redemption  by  pur- 
chafe.      O  let  fongs  be  heard  frdm  this  end  of  the  earthy 
at  the  hearing  ef  this  joyful  found,  even  glory  to  the  righ- 
ttbus. 

Uhirdly,  A  third  year  of  the  redeemed,  is  the  year  of  exhi- 
bit tedemptioii  5  by  which  1  underftand,  the  year  of  a  gofpel- 
difpenfatibn  ambng  a  people.  This  is  fometimes  called, alfo  a 
day  in  fcriptiire ;  /^  O  that  thou  hadft  known,  in  this  thy  day, 
the  things  that  belong  unto  thy  peace  !"  fays  the  Lord  to  Je- 
hifalem.  If  it  be  aiked,  What  are  the  great  tranfaAions  of 
this  year  ?  jinfiv.  Great  things  are  done  for  the  redeemed 
this  year  alfo.  Only  before  I  proceed  to  particulars,  I  would 
lufc  you  to  remember,  th^t  redemption  in  this  (ituation  of  it^ 
Orccnfidered  in  its  revelation  or  exhibition,  is  a  thing  common 
to  all  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel.  Here  we  arfc  to  abftra6t  from 
the  fecret  decrees  of  election  and  reprobation,  and  to  make 
open  proclamation  of  redeeming  grace  and  lote  in  Ghriit  to 
inrcry  creature  iinder  heaven ;  we  are  to  tell  every  man  and 
woman  fprung  of  Adam,  this  good  news,  ^^  That  God  was  in 
Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing  their 
trefpafies  unto  them  ;^'  that  *'  the  promife  is  unto  you,  and 
to  your  feed,  and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  and  to  as  many  as 
the  Lord  our  God  (hall  call"  by  the  found  of  the  gofptl.  O 
Sirs,  *^  feCret  things  belong  unto  the  Lord,  but  things  that  are 
revealed  belong  unto  us,  and  to  our  children :"  and  there- 
fore let  alone  this  fecret  of  eleftioh  or  reprobationi  as  per- 
taining to  God,  do  not  invade  his  property,  but  hearken  un- 
to things  revealed,  things  brought  to  light  by  the  glorious  gof- 
pel ;  for  this  belongs  unto  you,  and  "  to  you  is  the  word  of 
this  falvation  fent,"  and  therefore  intermeddle  with  it  with 
the  ereateit  freedom   by  faith ;   it  is  no  prefumption  for  lis 
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to  claim  what  (God  fays)  "  belongs  unto  us,  and  to  cur  chil- 
dren." 

Now,  this  premifed,  I  come  to  tell  you  of  fomc  great  things 
that  are  done  in  this  year  of  exhibit  and  revealed  ledemption, 
which  you  and  I  do  at  this  moment  enjoy,  you  in  hearing,  and 
I  in  preaching.  The  great  things  done  in  this  period  are  fo 
many,  that  I  can  only  point  at  them. 

1.  then,  This  year  the  people  that  fat  in  darknefs  are  made 
to  fee  great  light,  and  to  them  that  fat  in  the  regions  of  the 
fhadow  of  death,  lipjht  is  made  to  fpring  up.  And  O  Ms  it  not 
matter  of  praife,  that  this  is  the  privilege  of  Scotland  at  this 
day  ?  The  time  was,  when  the  grofs  darknefs  of  Pagan  and 
Popifh  error  and  idolatry  did  overfpread  our  land ;  but .  the 
day- fpring  from  on  high  hath  vifited  us,  and  brought  life  and 
immortalicy  to  light ;  the  temple  of  God  is  opened,  and  the 
ark  of  his  teftament  may  be  feen,  the  vail  is  rent,  the  face  of 

.  the  covering  i?  deftroyed,  I  mean,  as  to  the  ob|e£iive  revela- 
tion, and  the  myftcries  which  were  hid  from  ages  and  gesiera- 
tions  ate  now  made  manifeft. 

2.  This  year  of  exhibit  redemption  a  throne  of  grace  is  rear^^ 
ed,  a  court  of  grace  crefted,  and  liberty  granted  to  every  man 
that  finds  himfelf  condemned  in  the  court  of  confcience, 
in  the  court  of  the  law  or  juftice,  to  carry  his  caufe  by  an  ap- 
peal ;  which  if  he  do,  he  is  fure  to  find  grace  and  mercy  to 
help  him  in  time  of  need.  O  Sirs,  know  your  own  privilege. 
Art  thou  faying  within  thy  bread,  If  God  mark  mine  iniqui- 
ty, according;  to  the  tenor  of  his  holy  law,  1  cannot  ftand  ? 
O,  I  ani  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath  of  God  is  purfuing 
me  ?  Well,  I  tell  you  for  certainty,  the  court  of  grace  {lands 
open  to  you,  and  if  you  will  carry  your  caufe  there,  though  it 
be  never  fo  dcfperate,  the  caufe  is  won  ;  for  all  the  afts  and 
interlocutors  of  this  court  are  a£ls  of  grace,  a£ls  of  indemnity 
and  oblivion,  for  the  name  of  him  that  fits  on  the  throne  is, 
"  The  Lord,  the  Lord  God  merciful  and  gracious,  pardoning 
iniquity,  tranfgreflion,  and  fin.  I,  even  I  am  he  that  blotteth 
out  thine  iniquities  for  mine  own  fake,  and  will  not  remem- 
ber thy  fins.'* 

3.  This  year  the  batteries  of  heaven  arc  reapred  up  agaraft  the 
jjates  of  hell.  Error,  ignorance,  unbelief,  Atheifm,  pride,  pro- 
fanity, fecurity,  and  the  like  evils ;  they  are  the  ftrong-holds  of 
the  devil's  kingdom,  whereby  he  fecures  finners  in  his  fcrvice^ 
Now,  by  the  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel,  God's  batteries  are 
mounted  againft  thefe,  all  the  ordinances  of  the  gofpel,  parti- 
cularly the  preaching  of  the  word,  is  calculate  for  calling  thefe 
ftrong-holds  to  the  ground.  2  Cor.  x.  4.  **  The  weapons  of 
our  warfare  are  not  carnal,  -but  mighty  through  God,  to  the 
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4.  This  year  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  of  the  !ove  of 
God  toward  a  loft  and  periihing  world  are  broken  up  ;  I  mean 
his  love  in  (ending  of  his  only  begotten  Son  upon  the  glorious 
errand  of  our  redemption  :  John  iii.  1 6.  *^  God  fo  loved  the 
world,  that  he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that  whofoever 
betieTcth  in  him,  fliould  not  perifii,  but  have  everlailing 
life."  What  is  th^  great  buGnefs  of  gofpeKminiftcrs,  but 
to  reprefent  to  fmners  the  excellency  of  this  lofing-kindnefs, 
that  fo  the  fons  of  men  may  put  tl^ir  truft  under  the  fhadow 
of  his  wings  ? 

5.  This  year  God  reveals  and  brings  near  his  righteoufnefs 
and  falvation,  even  to  them  who  are  ftout-hearted  and  far 
from  righteoufnefs ;  If.  xlvi.  12.  13.  ^^  Hearken  unto  me,  ye 
(lout- hearted,  that  are  far  from  righteoufnefs.  i  bring  near 
my  righteoufnefs :  it  (hall  not  be  far  off,  and  my  falvation 
fball  not  tarry ;  behold,  I  will  place  falvation  in  Zion  for  Ifrael 
my  glory.*'  O  Sirs,  we  tell  you  it  for  good  news  this  year, 
that  **  he  who  knew  no  (in,  was  made  fm  for  us,  that  we 
might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him  \'*  and  that  he 
is  become  **  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs  to  every  one 
that  bclicvcth." 

6f  This  year  the  tree  of  life  which  grows  in  the  mid  ft  of 
the  paradife  of  God  (hakes  his  fruity  which  is  for  the  feeding, 
and  his  leaves,  which  are  for  the  healing  of  the  nations.  And 
O  many  a  ripe  cluder  of  fruit,  many  a  healing  leaf  of  found 
4oQrine  has  been  dropt  in  this  very  place ;  happy  they  who 
bf  the  hand  of  faith  have  gathered  and  applied  them.  You 
who  have  not  yet  gatPiered,  willyoa  fall  to  work  yet,  gather 
and  glean  in  tlie  field  of  our  blefled  Boaz,  our  Kinfman  and 
-Redeemer,  and  you  will  find  his  fruits  fweet  to  your  tafte,  and 
his  woids,  if  you  eat  tlitm,  to  be  the  joy  and  rejoicing  of  your 
heart. 

7*  This  year  Jacob's  ladder  is  fetup  in  Bethel,  by  which  we 
inay  fcale  heaven,  and  recover  that  glory  and  faappinefs  from 
which  we  fell  bv  the  fin  of  the  firft  Adam.  The  gofpel  (hews 
iinto  us  the  path  of  life,  a  ftair  by  which  we  may  afcend  unto 
thefe  regions  of  blifs  and  glory  that  are  above  -,  and  the  lower 
^art  of  this  ladder  of  communication  ftands  at  every  man's 
toot,  inviting  him,  as  it  weie,  to  take  the  bcneiit  of  it.  *^  1  am 
(fays  Chfift)  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  life.  I  ani  the  door ; 
by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  (hall  be  faved,  and  (hall  go  in  and 
our,  and  find  pafture." 

8.  This  yeat  the  pure  river  of  water  of  life  iflues  forth  from 
the  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb,  and  runs  in  the  very  ftreets 
of  the  city  of  God,  I  mean  of  the  vifible  church,  and  a  voice 
corned  forth  from  heaven,  crying,  "  Whofoever  will,  let  him 
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come  and  take  of  the  water  of  life  freely.  Ho,  every  one  that 
thirftethy  come  ye  to  the  waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money ; 
come  ye,  buy  and  eat,  yea  come,  buy  wine  and  milk  without 
money  and  without  price." 

9.  This  year  the  doors  of  God^s  banquetioff-houfe  arc  open- 
ed, and  the  manna  fall^  about  the  camp  of  the'vifible  church. 
He  **  makes  unto  all  people  a  feail  of  fat  things,  a  feaft  of 
wines  on  the  lees,  of  fat  things  full  of  marrow,  of  wines  on 
the  lees  well  refined.''  This  year  that  fctipture  is  fulfilled, 
3?rov.  ix.  1 — J. 

.  10.  rhis  year  the  gates  of  the  cky  of  refuge  are  call  wide 
ppen^  the  ways  and  avenues  to  it  are  cleared,  {tumbling- blocks 
are  removed,  and  a  cry  made  to  felf-dedroying  finners,  who 
I  are  under  the  arred  of  law  and  juilice,  *'  Turn  ye  to  your 
ilrong  holds,  ye  prifoners  of  hope  ;"  flee  for  refuge  unto  the 
hope  let  before  you.  This  year  prifon  doors  are  opened,  and 
a  cry  made  to  the  prifoners  to  come  forthy  and  to  them  that  fit 
in  darknqfs,  Shew  purfelves*  1  his  year  a  charter  for  heaveu 
and  eternal  life  is  put  in  every  man's  hand,  with  an  exprefs 
command  from  God  to  every  man  to  take  the  benefit  thereof 
by  faith^  "  Search  the  fcriptures,  for  in  them  ye  think  to  have 
cverlafting  life."  This  year  the  latter-will  or  tcftament  of 
Chrift  is  opened,  that  every  man  may,  by  virtue  of  the  tcfta- 
nnent,  claim  the  legacies  thereof."  O  then  "  let  us  f^aip,  left 
a  promife  being  left  us  of  entering  into  his  reft,  any  of  us 
ihould  come  fhort  of  it."  Thu^  you  fee  (ome  of  the  giea; 
things  that  arc  done  this  year. 

Fourthly^  Another  notable  year  of  the  redeemed,  is  the  year 
of  applied  rcdempuon  \  under  which  may  be  coniprifed  and 
comprchrnded  the  whole  period  of  time  from  the  foul's  con- 
Verfion  unto  the  day  of  death.  This  year,  what  was  purpofed 
by  the  Father,  purchafed  by  the  Son,  and  exhibit  in  the  gof- 
pel,  i:>  applied  and  made  efFc^ual.  if  it  be  afked.  What 
great  things  are  done  tor  the  redeemed  tlis  year  ?  1  anfwer, 

1.  Commonly  in  the  beginning  of  this  year,  fpme  thunder- 
claps are  heard  frqn^  mount  Sinai,  whereby  the  poor  foul  that 
was  lying  fait  afleep  within  the  fca  mark  of  Cod*s  wrath,  is 
awakened  to  perceive  his  danger.  1  be  poor  veffcl  of  mercy 
was  under  the  power  ol  fin  and  Satan  promifing  himfelf 
peace,  though  h^  walked  after  the  i|iiagination  of  his  own 
iicart,  hiding  himfelj  from  wrath  in  the  refuge  of  general 
mercy,  in  the  refuge  of  a  profefTion  of  law  righteoufnefs,  or 
the  like  i  but  a  ftorm  of  hail,  I  mean  of  terrors  of  the  law, 
comes  and  fweeps  away  the  refuge  of  lies,  it  blows  away  his 
iig-leaf  covering  j  and  thereupon  the  man,  who  before  thought 
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himfelf  furc  of  falvation,  bejrins  to  cry  out  with  the  jailer, 
"  JMcn  and  brethren,  what  (liall  I  do  to  be  favcd  ?*'  The  man 
^raids  himfelf  to  be  dead  in  law,  condemned  already,  yea,  to 
Be  Qot  only  legally,  but  fpirituaily  dead,  under  the  power  of 
fin  and  Satan,  and  his  bonds  to  be  fo  ftrong,  that  neither  he 
nor  the  whole  creation  is  able  to  loofe  them  »  and  this  fills  him 
with  fuch  anxiety  and  trouble  of  fpirit,  that  he  is  even  at  his 
wits  end,  that  he  does  not  know  what  to  do.  O  !  whether 
Oiall  I  flee  fqr  help,  where  (liall  I  leave  my  glory  ?  O  that  I 
knew  of  a  refuge  in  heaven  or  earth,  to  which  I  might  run  for 
ihelter ! 

2.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year  thedead  foul  is  raifed  upunto 
a  new  fpiptual  Jife :  "  You  hath  he  quickened  who  were  dead 
in  trefpaffes  and  fins.*'  The  great  Redeemer,  who  hath  life  \\\ 
)iimfeif,  and  received  it  for  men,  yea,  for  the  rebellious,  he 
comes  to  the  (inncr's  grave  of  fin,  in  which  be  was  buritd,  and 
<^ies  to  him,  as  he  did  to  Lazarus,  *'  Come  forth,  O  finner ;" 
and  immediately  the  bars  of  fpiritual  death  are  broken,'  the 
bonds  of  death  are  loofed,  and  the  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life 
which  is  in  Chrid  Jefus  enters  into  him,  whereby  he  is  made 
free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death.  , 

3.  In  the  entry  of  this  year,  the  Redeemer  recovers  fight  to 
the  blind.  The  poor  creature  was  fo  blinded  by  Satan  the 
god  of  this  world,  that  though  the  light  of  the  Sun  of  righte- 
oufnefs,  had  been  (hining  upon  him,  and  about  Uim  in  a  gof- 
pei-difpenfation,  yet  he  did  not  behold  it,  the  enemy  had  done 
yr'ixYi  him  as  the  Philiftines  did  with  Samfon,  put  out  his  eyes  ; 
but  novv  the  glorious  Redeemer  with  his  eye-falve  touches 
the  eyes  of  the  underftj^nding,  whereby  the  blind  eyes  are 
opened ;  God  who  commanded  the  light  to  (hine  out  of  dark- 
nefs,  (hines  into  his  heart,  and^^gives  him  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  glory  of  God  in  the  f%ce  of  Jcfus  Chrift, 
he  is  tranflated  out  of  darknefs  into  a  marvellous  and  furprifing 
light.  And  now  he  begins  to  fee  things  in  another  view  \  and 
the  firft  fight  that  he  gets  of  Chrift,  he  is  even  furpriftd  and 
overjoyed  at  the  fight,  crying,  0 1 "  this  is  my  reft  for  ever  5  here 
will  I  dwell,  for  1  have  dtfircd  it."  1  have  been  feeking  reft, 
but  could  not  find  it,  but  now  I  have  found  it,  "  To  him  (hall 
the  Gentiles  fcek,  and.  his  reft  lb  all  be  glorious."  Once  in  a 
day  i  could  fee  no  form  nor  comelincfs  iri  him,  why  he  ftiould 
Jje  defircd  j  but  now  I  fee  him  to  be  "  white  and  ruddy,  the 
chief  eft  among  ten  thoufand." 

4.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  man  is  entered  into 
the  kingdom  ot  heaven,  even  upon  this  earth,  he  enters  into 
the  new  heaven  and  the  new  earth,  the  kingdom  of  God  is 
reared  up  in  the  foul/  and  fin  and  felf  are  dethroned.     The 
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glorious  Redeemeri  who  18  the  Lord  of  hofts,  by  the  power  of 
his  eternal  Spirit,  he  makes  his  entry  at  the  everlaitine  gates 
of  the  fouly  fayiflgi  This  foul  is  mine  ;  it  was  given  me  oy  my 
Father,  I  redeemed  it  with  the  price  of  my  Uood  ;  and  there- 
fore fin,  and  Satan,  dnd  felf,  refign  your  government,  and  ren- 
der up  this  foul  and%aU  its  powers  and  faculties  unto  me ;  and 
he  binds  the  ftrong  man,  fpoils  hxttt  of  his  goods  \  the  batte- 
ries of  the  gofpei,  and  ordinances  thereof,  are  fo  well  managed 
in  the  hand  of  the  Spirit,  that  the  ftrong-holds  of  Satan,  and 
the  high  and  towering  imaginations  iof  the  foul,  they  fall  down*' 
at  the  feet  of  the  glorious  Redeemer,  and  every  thought  of  the 
lieart  becomes  a  captive  unto  the  obedience  of  the  great  Cap- 
tain of  falvation,  and  the  foul  becomes  a  Volunteer  in  the  fer- 
rice  of  Chrift. 

5.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year,  the  prodigal  ftraying-fon  is 
brought  home  again;  that  wonderful  queftion  is  anfwcred^ 
How  (hall  I  put  thee  among  the  children,  who  had  wandered 
away  into  a  far  country  ?  and  the  Father  and  all  the  family  re- 
joice and  make  merry  at  his  return;  and  no  fooner  doth  he  enter 
lii«  Father's  thrcihold,  but  his  filthy  rags  are  caft  away,  and  he 
is  clothed  with  the  bed  robe  of  the  Son  of  God,  whereby  he  is 
made  to  look  like  his  Father's  fon.  Which  leads  me  alfo  to 
fell  you,  that  this  year  the  righteoufnefs  of  the  law  is  fo  fulfil- 
led in  the  guilty  finilier,  that  was  (landing  condemned  at  the  bar 
of  Qod  and  confcience,  that  now  there  is  no  condemnation 
for  him  ;  yea,  he  can  lift  up  his  head  with  courage,  and  fay, 
"  Who  IS  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  God  that  jullifieth  jit  is 
Chrill  that  died,  yea,  rather,  that  is  rifen  again,"  &c. 

6.  Again,  this  year  King  Solomon  is  both  crowned  and  mar- 
ried ;  a  match  is  made  up  and  concluded  between  the  Prince 
of  life  and  heir  of  bell.  In  the  former  year  the  purpofe  of 
marriage  was  proclaimed,  faying,  "  I  ^ill  betroth  thee  unto 
me,  in  righteoufnefs,  mercy,  faithfulnefs,  and  loving-kindnefs, 
yea,  I  will  betroth  thee  unto  me  for  ever  ;*'  and  this  year  the 
bride  gives  \\tr  confent  unto  the  bargain,  faying,  *•  1  am  the 
J>iord's  •/'  and  that  day  that  the  bride  gives  her  confent,  the 
Bridegroom  reckons  it  his  coronation  day  :  "  Go  forth,  O  yc 
daughters  of  Zion,  and  behold  King  Solomon  with  the  crown 
wherewith  his  mother  crowned  him  in  the  day  of  his  efpoufals, 
and  in  the  day  of  the  gladnefs  of  his  heart.'* 

7.  This  year  the  poor  foul  finds  the  pearl  of  great  price  in 
the  field  of  the  word,  whereby  it  is  made  up  and  enriched 
for  ever.  It  difcovers  a  mine  of  unfearchable  riches  of  grace, 
riches  of  wifdom,  riches  of  righteoufnefs,  riches  of  glory, 
and  claims  all  as  its  own  upon  the  grant  made  thereof  in  the 
word^  or  in  the  record  of  God,  in  which  he  gives  us  that  eter- 
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tial  life,,  which  is  in  his  Son.  This  year  the  foul  fets  to  its 
feal  that  God  is  true»acquiefcing  in  it  as  a  faithful  faying,  and 
worth  J  of  all  acceptation,  that  Cbrift  Jefus  came  into  the 
world  to  fave  finners.  This  year  the  foul  enters  into  the  ho- 
Ueft  by  the  blood  of  Jefus  ;  enters  upon  a  (late  of  fellowfhip 
and  communbn  with  God»  in  his  lignt,  in  his  life,  in  his  love, 
and  is  put  in  a  capacity  to  fay,  "  Verily  our  fellowfhip  is  with 
the  Faliieri  and  with  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift.  This  year  the  vef- 
fel  of  mercy  is  plucked  as  a  brand  out  of  the  fire,  and  hung 
upon  the  nail  faftened  in  a  fure  place,  from  whence  all  the 
powers  of  hell  Qiall  not  be  able  to  pull  it  down  again ;  for 
*«  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principalities,  nor 
powers,  nor  things  prefent^  nor'tnings  to  come,  (hall  be  able 
to  feparate  us  from  the  love  of  God  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus 
our  Lord.**  This  year  the  foundation,  of  a  new  and  fpiritu- 
sd  temple  is  laid  for  God  to  dwell  in  :  **  Know  ye  ifot  that 
ye  are  the  temple  of  God,  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God  dwd- 
leth  in  you  i**  This  year  the  branch  of  the  old  Adam  is^ut 
off,  and  grafted  into  the  true  vine,  the  plant  of  renown,  and 
thefe  who  were  limbs  of  Satan,  are  made  members  of  Chrift, 
and  to  hold  that  new  head,  from  which  the  whole  body  by 
joints  and  bands  having  nouriOiment  miniftered,  and  knit 
together^  inc/eafeth  with  the  increafe  of  God.  Thus  you  fee 
what  great  things  are  done  in  the  very  beginning  of  this  year 
of  applied  redemption. 

.  I  might  here  alfo  tell  you,  that  in  the  progrefs  of  this  year^ 
tlie  Redeemer  doth  many  great  things  for  the  redeemed.  The 
great  work  of  the  remaining  part  of  this  year,  is  to  advance, 
and  carry  on  the  good  work  of  fanAification  or  hollnefs  in 
their  fouls,  whereby  they  are!  more  and  more  ripened  for  the 
year  of  everlafting  life  and  glory.  For  which  end  he  tryfts 
them  with  a  variety  of  difpenfations,  both  as  to  the  outward 
and  the  inward  man ;  fometimes  with  health,  fomc times  with 
ficknefs  5  fometimes  with  profpcrity,  fometimes  with  adverfity ; 
fometimes  he  fmiles,  fometimes  he  fmites ;  fometimes  the 
candle  of  the  Lord  (hines  on  their  heads,  and  they  behold  the 
glory  of  the  Lord,  fometimes  they  go  mourning  without  the 
fun,  crying,  "  O  that  I 'knew  where  1  might  find  him  !"  fome- 
times he  pinches  them  with  hunger  and  thirft,  at  other  times 
be  anoints  thc4r  heads  with  oil,  and  makes  their  cup  to  run 
over ;  fometimes  they  ride  upon  (he  high  places  of  Jacob,  at 
other  times  they  drive  heavily  like  the  chariots  of  Phataoh  ; 
fometimes  they  are  plunged  in  a  ditch  of  fin,  fo  that  their  own 
clothes  do  abhor  them,  at  other  times  he  takes  them  up  from 
among  the  pots,  and  makes  them  to  (hine  like  the  wings  of  a 
ddve  covered  wi^h  filver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold : 
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and  this  way  the  remaining  part  of  the  year  is  fptnt:  fey  all 
which  variety  of  difpenfations,  he  is  dill  advancing  the  foul 
in  grace  and  holinefs,  till  it  be  ripe  for  glory  ;  according  to  his 
pron-.ife,  "  All  things  (hall  work  together  for  good,  to  theni 
that  love  God,  to  them  who  are  the  called  according  to  his 
purpofe."  And  fo  much  for  the  fourth  year,  of  applied  re- 
demption.    I  come  now  to 

The  j^f(h  and  lafi  year,  and  that  is  the  year  of  corifummate 
and  pcrfecled  redemption.  This  is  an  everlafting  year,  which 
never,  never  ends.  All  the  f9rrper  years  are  already  comet 
with  rcfpcfl  to  every  believer  \  but  this  year  is  not  yet  comci 
but  is  fall  a« Coming,  Behold^  Icotne  quickiy^  fays  the  Lord  :  and 
therefore  I  may  fay,  Lift  Up  thy  head,  believer,  for  the  year 
or  day  of  thy  redemption  draweth  nigh.  Now,  this  year  of 
perfefted  redemption  has  a  twofold  period,  the  one  at  death, 
and  the  other  at  the  rcfurrc£lion,  or  the  day  of  Chrift's  fecond 
coming. 

If  it  be  alked,  Jirjl^  What  is  done  for  the  ranfomed  of  the 
Lord  at  death  ? 

Anfw.  I.  In  the  beginning  of  this  year  Jordan  16  divided,, 
the  waters  thereof  file  off  on  every  hand,  that  the  redeemed  of 
the  Lord  may  have  a  fafe^paffage  to  the  promifed  land  of  glory. 
Poor  believer,  thou  haft  many  a  weary  thought  about  thy  paf- 
fage,  left  the  waters  of  the  Jordan  of  death  fwallow  thee  up  % 
but  do  not  fear,  that  moment  thou  fets  thy  foot  within  the 
brink  of  this  river,  thou  wilt  fee  the  ark  of  God  before  thee, 
and  multitudes  of  thy  fellow-travelierson  the  other  fide,  and  no-' 
thing  but  dry  ground  between  thee  and  them,  where  there  is 
no  manner  of  danger. 

2.  In  the  very  beginning  of  this  year  Chrift  comes,  accord- 
ing to  his  promife,  John  xiv.  2.  3.  to  receive  his  ranfomed  ones 
to  glory,  that  where  he  is,  they  may  be  alfo.  And  when  ht 
comes,  Ive  comes  with  the  keys  of  htll  and  death  in  his  hand,' 
faying,  Fear  not,  for  1  was  dead,  and  I  am  alive,  and  I  live 
for  evermore ;  1  am  the  Lord  and  Mafter  of  death,  I  open  the 
grave,  and  fliut  it  at  my  plcafure  ;  1  have  ranfomed  thee  from 
the  power  of  the  grave,  1  have  redeemed  thee  from  death  ;  i 
have  plafjued  death,  1  have  dcftroyed  the  grave  ;  ^nd  therefore 
do  not  fear. 

3.  In  the  very  beginning  of  this  year  the  believer  flits  from 
his  houfe  of  clay,  into  a  **  houfe  not  made  with  hand^,  eternal 
in  the  heavens."  Perhaps,  believer,  thou  pays  a  dear  houfe- 
Kieal  for  thy  lodging  in  this  tabernacle  of  clay,  **  We  that  arc 
in  this  tabernacle  do  groan,  being  burdened  \  but  up  the  heart); 
thou  (halt  have  a  better  lodging  ere  it  be  long,  where  all  the 
rent  thou  wilt  pay  for  thy  quarters  will  be  to  Cng  hallelttjaite 
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of  .praife  to  the  gloriQU^  Redeemer,  and  to  join  in  that  heavenly 
choir,  ^'Salvation  to-  him  that  fits  oathe  throne,  and  tp  the 
Lanb  for  ever  and  ever." 

4.  In  the  very  beginning  of  tbi$  year>  the  believer  goes  to. 
hrs  bed  to  reit  him  till  he  awakes  in  the  morning  of  the  reCur- 
reAion.  The  poor  man  has  toiled  himfelf  all  the  day,  and 
herhaps  his  day  has  been  fixty,  feventy,  or  an  hundred  years 
long ;  but  at  length  he  falls  afleep  in  Jcfus :  may  be,  like  Job, 
wearifome  days  and  nights  were  appointed  to  him,  he  could 
not  get  reft  upon  his  other  beds,  his  couch  could  not  eafe,  or 
comFort  him  $  but  this  year  he  enters  into  peace,  he  rciU  in 
his  bed,  (leeps  on  a  foft  pillow,  flceps  in  J'eius,  lays  his  head 
down  upon  the  warm  bofom  of  JeTi^s,  where  he  flceps  found 
without  difturbance  from  hell  or  earth,  till  tiiat  voice  come 
from  heaven,  <<  Awake  and  fmg,  ye  that  flcep  in  the  dull." 

5.  In  the  very  beginning  of  this  year,  the  believer  is  gather- 
ed unto  his  own  people,  even  unto  the  general  aifembly  and 
church  of  the  firft^born.  It  is  f.iid  of  Jacob,  when  he  died, 
'^  he  drew  up  his  feet  in  his  bed,  and  was  gathered  unto  his 
people:"  A  Itrange  cxprefiion  !  Jacob,  when  he  died,  was 
iathe  midft  of  his  children  and  family,  and  a  goodly  family  he 
had  about  him,  children  and  grandchiklren  }  he  was  dying  in 
honour,  and  in  favour  and  refpe^l  with  the  king  of  ii^ypt ; 
one  would  think  that  he  was  but  departing  from  his  people ; 
but  it  is  called  a  ^'  gathering  unto  his  people,"  becaufe  death 
brought  him  to  far  better  company,  even  '<  to  the  fpirits  of  juft 
men  made  perfe£l,  and  ithc  general  ailembly  of  the  firft*born." 
AH  the  company  above  are  the  (ir ft- horn,  becaufe  every  one 
is  an  heir,  not  one  pf  them  miiTes  the  inheritance.  In  io 
many  words,  not  to  iniift  on  particulars  ;  In  the  beginning  of 
this  year  the  believer  drops  the  body  of  fin,  which  made  him 
to  ^o  with  a  bowed-down  back,  and  is  made  perfe£k  in  holi- 
nda,  prefented  without  fpot  or  wrinkle,  or  any  fuch  thing. 
This  year  the  believer  drops  mortality,  and  enters  Mpon  im- 
mortality, comes  to  the  pofi'efiion  of  that  life  everlafting,  which 
ihail  run  parallel  with  the  life  of  Qod-  This  year  the  belie- 
ver leaves  the  wildernefs  of  this  world  behind  him,  bids  it 
adieu  for  cyer,  and  comes  to  his  own  coantry,  the  **  inhtrit- 
ancc  of  the  faints  in  light  •,"  he  was  a  ftranger  and  a  pilgria', 
but  now  he  comes  to  his  own  honi.e.  This  year  his  warfare 
^ith  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world  is  ended,  and  he  comes  off  the 
field  like  a  victorious  conqueror,  with  the  palm  of  victory  in 
liis  hand,  finging  that  fong,  '*  Thanks  be  to  God,  that  giveth 
me  the  viftory,  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord."  In  the  be- 
ginning of  thio  year  he  ends  his  race,  and  comes  at  the  mark 
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and-prize  of  the  high  calling  of  (Sod  ;  becomes  CTcn  to  the 
end  of  his  faith  and  hopei  the  faWation  of  his  foul,  in  the  full 
and  immediate  enjoyment  of  God  for  evermore.  This  year 
4ift^nce  and  darktiefs  emts,  and  everlafting  light  heginsy  no 
more  clouds  of  defertion  to  overcaft  his  (ky  through  eternity, 
now  the  Lord  (hall  be  his  eyerlafting  light)  and  his  God  bis 
glory  \  the  Lord  God  and  the  Lamb  are  the  light  of  that  place. 
This  year  the  believer  quits  the  by*table  of  ordinances,  word, 
and  facraments  in  the  church  militant,  and  fits  down  at  the 
high  table  with  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob ;  yea,  he  drinks  of 
the  fruit  of  the  vine  new  with  Chrift  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven. 
In  a  word,  this  year  all  the  believer^s  fobs,  and  tears,  and  for* 
rows  end,  and  he  begins  his  foi^gs  and  triumphs :  *^  The  ran- 
fomed  of  the  Lord  (hall  cpme  to  Zion  with  (bngs,^  and  evedaft- 
ing  joy  upon  their  heads  :  they  (hall  obtain  joy  and  gladnefs, 
and  forrow  and  fighing  (hill  flee  away.^' 

But  then,  fecondly^  for  the  other  period  of  this  year,  viz. 
the  refurre^ion,  great  things  are  done  by  the  Redeemer  for 
his  ranfomed  and  redeemed  ones ;  take  thefe  few  among  many 
others. 

i«  This  year  the  Redeemer  tranflates  the  feat  of  his  empire 
from  the  higheft  heavens  to  thefe  clouds  that  are  above  our 
lieads :  *^  Behold  he  cometh  with  clouds ;  and  every  eye  (hall 
fee  him."  O  with  what  royal  fplendour  and  magnificence  will 
he  appear  when  he  defcends  ftom  heaven  with  a  (hout,  with 
the  vbice  pf  the  archangel,  and  the  trump  of  God,  when  his 
'  white  throne  will  be  ifurrounded  Mrith  ten  thoufand  times  ten 
thoufand,  and  thoufands  of  thoufands  \  This  year  the  vifible 
frame  of  nature  is  to  be  unhinged,  and  this  earth,  which  has 
been  a  theatre  of  (b  much  fin,  is  to  be  burnt :  ^*  The  day  of 
the  Lord  cometh,  wherein  the  heavens  (hall  pafs  away  with  a 
great  noife,  and  the  elements  (hall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  the 
earth  alfo,  and  the  works  that  are  therein,  (hall  be  burnt  up,'^. 
2  Pet.  ill.  iQ.  And  ver.  I2.  "  Looking  for,  and  battening 
unto  the  coming  of  the  day  of  God,  >yherein  the  heayens  be- 
ing on  fire  (ball  be  diffolved,  and  the  ekmepts  (hall  melt 
with  fervent  heat."  Oh  with  what  awful  folemuity  will  the 
fecond  coming  of  the  great  Redeemer  be  atiendtd  1  This 
year  God  is  to  fend  (but  his  reapers  to  reap  the  field  of  this 
world,  1  mean,  the  holy  angels :  and  they  will  reap  fo  clean, 
that  they  will  not  leave  one  ioul  that  ever  fprung  of  Adam  be- 
hind them  \  no,  no,  they  will  be  all  gathered  together  to  the 
tribunal. 

2.  This  year  death  and  the  grave  are  to  render  the  prey 
which  ihey  have  devoured  ;  the  fca  will  give  up  its  dead,  ancj 
;he  earth  will  give  up  its  dead.     Thy  head,  believer,   this 
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year  is  to  be  Kfted  up  out  of  the  prifon  of  the  grave ;  God 
irill  open  his  cabinet,  and  bring  forth  his  jewels  in  the 
View  ot  men  and  angels,  every  one  <5f  them  (hining  like  the 
fan  in- the  kingdom  df  their  Father;  infomiich  &at  Chriib 
Will  be  admired  in  his  very  faints  and  members.:  when  they 
are  piurged  from  the  drofs  of  Gn  and  mortality,  they  will  (hine 
like  the  brightnefs  of  thd  firmament,  and  like  the  liars  jFor 
ever  and  ever;  dur  vile  bbdies  (hall  be  made  like  unto  Chriil's 
glorious  bodf.  This  year  this  mortal  is  to  put  on  immor- 
tality, and  death  (hall  be  fwallowed  up  in  victory.  Thi^  year 
Chrift's  fcattered  jewels  and  members  will  all  be  gathered  tOr 
gether  unto  him  ;  he  will  call  to  the  earth  frdm  the  rifing  of 
the  fun  to  the  going  dowti  thereof,  faying,  *'  Gather  my  faints 
together  unto  me^  thofe  that  have  made  a  covenant  with  mc 
by  facrifice."  And  O  what  a  bright  conftcllation  will  they 
make,  wheh  they. (hall  be  all  feen  ftandihg  ^t  the  right  hand 
of  Chrift  in  white  raiment,  with  the  triple  crown  of  glory^ 
joy,  arid  ri^hteoufiiefs,  upon  their  heads  j  being  an  innumerable 
company  which  no  man  can  number ! 

3.  This  yeair  the  upright  are  to  have  dominion  over  the  ' 
ilricked.  The  ubles  will  be  turned,  and  the  fcene  bf  this 
World  Will  be  quite  altered,  and  turned  up(ide  down ;  the 
wicked  proud,  who  refufed  ot  difdained  to  fet  the  poor  be- 
liever with  the  dogs  of  their  flocks j  will  be  (landing  at  the  b^r 
like  a  company  of  trembling  panriels  Waiting  for  their  fen- 
tsnce,  when  the  poor  believer  that  ^as  contemned  by  them 
Irill  be  fitting  upon  the  bench  with  Chrift  as  his  afleflbr,  ap- 
|ilaadirig  him  in  all  his  judicial  proceedings.  **  Know  ye  not 
that  the  faints  (hall  judge  the  world  ?  yea.  Know  ye  not  that 
the  faints  (hall  judge  angels  ?'*  Then  (ball  that  fcripture  re- 
ceive its  full  accomplilhment j  Pfal.  cxlix.  5 — 9. 

4«  This  year  Chrift  will  confefs  his  redeemed  ones  before 
his  Father,  and  before  his  angels^  who  confelfed  and  owned 
him  before  men,  faying,  "  Lo,  1  and  the  children  whom  thou 
hall  given  me."  Aiid  not  only  will  he  acknowledge,  but  he 
will  acquit  them  of  all  the  charged  and  accufations  that 
were  laid  againft  them  by  the  devil  and  the  world,  their  fins 
(hall  be  <<  blotted  out,  when  this  time  of  refre(hing  (hall  come 
from  the  prefence  of  the  Lord."         .       ^    .  . 

5*  This  year  the  marriage  of  the  Lamb  is  to  be  conliim* 
mate  With  the  moft  triumjphaiit  folemnity^  fo  as  the  very 
arches  of  heaven  will  echo  and  refoundi  while  the  redeemed 
are  crying  otie  to  another,  "  Let  us  be  glad  and  rejoice,  for 
the  marriage  of  th*:;  Lamb  is  come,  and  his  bride  hath  made 
iierfelf  ready."  Then  (hall  that  word  receive  its  full  accom- 
pli(hment>  Pfal.  x\y.  14. 15.  *'  She  (hall  be  brought  unto  the 
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King  in  raiment  of  ftcedlc-woVk  :  the  rirgihs  her  companions 
that  foUow  her  fliall  be  brought  unto  thee.  With  gladheft 
and  rejoicing  fhall  they  be  brought :  they  (hall  enter  into  the 
King's  palace,"  and  take  pofleflion  of  thcfe  thrones  that  ware 
prepared  for  them  before  the  foundation  of  the  world ,  and  fe 
they  ihall  fpend  this  endlefs  year  in  following  t(hc  Lamb, 
and  finding,  **  Salvation  to  onr  God  tliat  iitsupon  the  chroney 
and'tcthe  Lamb  for  ever  and  ever."  Thus  I  have  given  you 
ah  account  of  the  long  year  of  the  redeetoed,  which  is  from 
eveflsrfttftg  to  everlaftiiig  in  its  fcveral  periods,  and  (ome. iiints 
of  the  tranfadions  of  each  period  i  but  the  ten  tbodfandth 
part  cannot  be  told  of  what  has  been  done,  and  is  yet  to  be 
done  in  them,  for  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord*    I  proceed  ttovtr 

'IV.  The  fourth  thing- upon  this  firft  branch  of  the  doffcrioei 
-risiniely,  to  prove  that  the  year  of  the  ndeemedj  -is  the  Joy  ^f  the 
Redeefher^s  heart*    I  (hail  not  (lay  upon  this,  it  being  fo  clear 
in  the  text,  you  fee  with  what  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  and  fa- 
ti^a^ion  he  fpeaks  of  it,  The  day  rf  %seHgeance  is  in  mini  hearty 
and  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come.     The  year  of  purpofed  i^ 
denyption  Was  his  joy,  fo  he  declares,  Prov.  Viii.  whett  **  bd  wa« 
fet  up  from  everliUirtg;  he  rejoiced  itithe  habitable  partd  of  the 
earth,  and  his  delights  were  with  the  fons.of  men."     hg^\Uf 
rhe  year  of  purchafed  redemption  was  his  joy :  as  -he  longed 
to  come  into  the  world,  in  order  to  redeem  finners,  fo  when  he 
was  actually  come,  he  longed  for  the  day  >lrhen  he  (hould  (iniih 
it  by  his  death  upon  the  crofs  :  **  I  have  a  baptifm  to  be  bap- 
tifed  with,  and  how  dm  I  ftraitened  till  it  be  accoiii|>li(hcd !" 
Again,  the  day  of  exhibit  and  revealed  redemption  is  his  joy. 
With  what  plcafure  doth  he  fend  out  his  heralds  to  proclaim 
hts  falvation  unto  the  tnA^  of  the  earth  !    It  was  among  the 
lafl;  charges  that  he  j];ave  his  apoftlesjjefore  he  afcended»  *^  Go 
ye' into  all  the  world,  and  preach  the  gofpel  unto  every  crea- 
ture."    The  day  of  applied  redemption  in  converfion  and  ef- 
feftual  calling  is  his  joy,  therefore  called  *'  the  day  of  the 
gladnefs  of  his  heart."     The  heart  of  the  Father  of  the  prodi- 
gal was  glad  when  his  fon  came  home ;  there  is  joy  in  heaven 
at  the  converfion  of  a  finner.     And  then  the  day  of  confum» 
mate  redemption,  with  what  joy  doth  he  receive  the  foul  upon 
the  back  of  death  into  thefe  nianfions  of  glory  that  he  has  pre- 
pared for  it  in  heaven  !  **  I  will  come  and  receive  you  fo  my- 
lelf,  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  aifo."     Chrift  (lands 
ready,  as  it  were,  to  keep  the  foul  of  the  believer  in  his  hand 
and  arms  whenever  it  is  diflodged  from,  the  body.     And  then 
the  day  of  confummate  redemption  both  in  foul  and  body  at  the 

refurreftion 


Tbe  Annals  of  Redeeming  L^ve,  is^c.  453 

refunrefUon  is  his  joy,  for  he  will  defcend  from  heaven  with  a 
flioot  of  joy  aod  triomphi  and  he  will  call  all  the  members  of 
hisbodf  to  rejoice  with  him:  If.  xxvi.  19.  "  Thy  dead  men 
fliall  UvCf  tc^thcr  with  my  dead  body  ihall  they  arife  :  awake 

and  fingt  Y^  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^ »  ^^  ^^J  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^ 
dew  of  herbs*  and  the  earth  (hall  caft  out  her  dead."  Thus 
ydu  fee  that  the  year  of  the  redeemed^  and  every  period  there- 
oif  is  the  joy  of  die  Redeemer. 

I  (houid  now  proceed  to  the  fecond  branch  of  the  do£lrine, 
but  I  ihall  at  prefcnt  only  (hue  up  what  has  been  fatd  with  a 
word  of  ufe  in  thefe  few  following  inferences^ 

I.  See  hence  that  Gcd  is  /ove^  as  he  is  defcribed  by  the 
apoftlci  1  John  iv.  1 6^  O  Sirs,  the  great  design  of  the  gofpel, 
and  pf  the  whole  revelation  of  God,  and  of  his  will  therein » i& 
to  affbtd  you  fuch  views  of  the  love  of  God,  as  may  kill  your 
enmity  againft  him.  Now,  will  you  but  take  a  view  of  this 
wonderful  train  that  In(inite  Wifdom  has  laid  for  your  happi- 
hefs  through  all  thefe  five  periods  that  I  have  named,  and  (ee 
if  this  be  not  a  juft  defcription,  that  he  is  love  itfelf.  What 
bat  infinite  love  purpofedour  redemption,  when  we  were  in 
bur  blood  I  What  but  love  could  purchafe  it  with  the  price  of 
ibe  blood  of  God  ?  What  but  love  could  bring  forth  the  Ro» 
4eqEaer  and  his  whole  purqhafe,  and  make  a  free  gift  and  ofi«r 
(Qf  him  to  us  in  the  gofpel?  What  but  infinite  love  could  give 
jthe  Spirit  to  apply.it,  by  uniting  us  to  Chrid  who  were  joined 
4p  our  idols  i  What  but  infinite  love  would  be  at  pains  to  car- 
«y  on  the -good  work  till  it  be  perfected  in  the  day  of  Chcift? 
JMEay  not  the  views  of  all  thefe  together  make  us  (land  (lill, 
like  inen  at  their  wits  end,  and  cry,  ^*  O  the  heightb,  the 
depth,  the  breadth,  and  length  of  the  love  of  God,  which  paf* 
Xetb  knowledge !" 

2.  See  hence,  that  '^  truly  God  is  good  to  Ifrael."  Is  he 
not  good  to  them,  when  the  year  of  their  redemption,  both 
purcfaafed  and  perft^led,  is  the  very  joy  of  his  heart :  O  well 
may  we  fet  to  our  feal  unto  that  record  that  God  gives  of  him- 
fclf,  I*fal.  cxi?  6S.  "  Thou  art  good,  and  doft  good."     His 

foodnefs  is  fo  great,  that  it  cannot  be  conceived  or  cxpreficd  ; 
ence  is  that  .of  David,  Pfal.  xxxi.  19.  ^'  O  how  great  is  tliy 
goodnefs  which  thou  hail  laid  up  for  them  that  fear  thee : 
which  thou  had  wrought  for  them  that  trud  in  thee,  before 
the  fons  of  men  !  Eye  hath  not  feen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither 
have  entered  into  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which  God 
hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him." 

3.  See  hence  what  monders  of  ingratitude  they  are,  who 
reproach  and  blafpheme  cur  glorious  Redeemer,  and  derogate 
from  his  divine  glory  and  excellency,  as  if  he  were  not  the 

fupreme, 
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fuprcmc^  felf-cxiftcnt,  independent  God,  but  only  jin  inferior 
dependent  being.  None  that  ever  knew  him  in  a  favin^  man- 
n|rfr,  or  that  have  had  his  redemption  applied .  by  the  iSpirit 
unto  their  foula,  could  fpeak  fo  lighHy  oFhimt  We  may  leave 
it  to  the  devils  and  fallen  angels  to  blafphemc^  hinj,  on  whbrt 
his  day  of  vengeance  falls  ;  biit  for  any  of  Adam  a  family,  or 
yet  more,  for  any  iii  the  church  of  Goi,  and  that  profefs  to  be 
among  the  redeemed,  is  fuch  ingratitude  as  words  are  wanting 
to  exprefs.  trrhe  Sdn  of  God  had  taken  Upon  him  the  nature 
of  angels,  and  j^afTed  by  the  feed  of  Abraham  ;  if  he  Had  bccii 
their  Redeemer,  as  he  is  their  avenger,  would  ever  any  of 
them  have  fpoken  a  mifbehcilden  word  of  him,  or  difparaged 
his  glory  ?  No,  no,  their  bla(]pheraies  would  have  been  turned 
into  hillelujahs.  What  a  ftiamc  and  unaccountable  thing  is 
it  then,  that  any  of  the  pbftcnty  of  Adam,  or  niUch  more 
mafters  in  Ifrael^  whofe  province  it  is  to  commend  aod  horiour 
him,  th;it  they  fhould  fife  up  and  blafpheme  that  wotthy  namfe 
by  which  we  ate  called,  as  if  he  were  iin  inferior  kind  of  deity^ 
and  not  the  fupfeme  Gbd  1 

Thcfecond  ufe  of  the  doariHc "  liiay  bie  of  Trial.     O  Siirs^ 
what  year  is  it  with  you  yet  ?    You  arc  all  under  the  year  of 
revealed  and  publifhed  redemption,  but  that  will  not  proirc  yod 
to  be  among  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord.     The  great  queftioA 
is,  Whether  the  year  of  applied  redemption  be  come  to  you^ 
yea  or  not  ?    You  heard  what  things  are  commonly  done  in 
the  year  of  applied  redemption;  try  whether  they  be  donk 
upon  your  fouls  in  particular.  Has  the  hail-florm  from  mount 
Sinai  fwej)t  away  the  refuge  of  lies  ?    Has  the  water  fo  over- 
flowed ydur  hiding-place,  that  you  was  (hut  up  to  the  faith? 
you  found  no  place  in  heaven  or  in  earth  to  hide  you  in,  but  in 
him  who  is  "  a  hiding-place  from  the  wind,  and  a  covert  firorli 
the  temped,  as  rivers  of  watet  in  a  dry  place,  as  the  (hadow 
of  a  great  rock  in  a  weary  land?*' — This  year  the  dead  arc 
raifed  unto  life ;  and  therefore  I  afk,  Has  the  Spirit  of  life 
which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus  entered  into  thy  foul  ?    If  fo,  then 
thou  wilt  not  find. thy  life  in  thy  hand,  as  the  hypiocrite,  but 
thou  wilt  find  thy  life  to  be  in  thy  head,  and  be  ready  to  fay, 
I  am  desd,  and  my  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God;     Again 9 
this  year  the  blind  eyes  ar^  opened  ;  and  therefore  I  a(k,  Hall^ 
thou  received  thy  fight  ?    Can  you  fay  with  the  poor  man^ 
**  How  he  opened  mine  eyes  I  ki>ow  not  -,  but  this  I  know^ 
once  I  was  blind,  but  now  1  fee  ?"  I  fee  fiich  form  arid  come— 
llnefs  in  Chrift,  that  he  is  in  mine  eye  "  more  glorious  and- 
excellent  than  all  the  mountains  of  prey."     Again,  this  ycac 
the  kingdom  of  God  is  reared  up  in  the  foul ;  and  therefore  t 
aflc,  Who  bears  the  principal  fway  within  ?   Who  fits  on  thi? 

throne? 
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throne  of  thy  heart?  Chrift,  or  any  of  his  rivals  ?  If  Chrift 
hare  the  throne,  you  will  treat  fclf,  fiO|  the  world,  and  every 
thing  that  would  rival  him,  as  ufurpers,  and  enemies ;  faying 
with  David,  ^^  Do  not  I  hate  them  that  hate  thee  ?  and  am 
not  I  grieved  with  thofe  that  rife  up  againft  thee  i**     Again, 

Jou  heard,  that  this  year  the  prodigal  fon  is  brought  home  to 
it  Father's  houfe  from  the  far  country  where  he  was  (lar- 
ving;  and  therefore  I  aik,  Have  you  yet  broken  your  Father's 
bread  i    have  you  in  and  by  the  word  tafted  that  the  Lord  is 
gracious  ?  have  you  been  made  to  fay,  ^'  Thy  word  was  found 
by  me,  and  I  did  eat  it,  and  it  was  to  me  the  joy  and  rrjoicin^ 
of  my  heart  ?"  If  fo,  then  the  year  of  thy  redemption  is  coik. 
i^gain,  this  year  the  guilty  condemned  criminal  is  veded  with 
a  law  biding  righteoufnets ;  and  therefore  I  a(k,  Have  you 
laid  afide  your  filthy  rags,  and  pui  on  your  elder  brother's  robe  ? 
I  mean,  have  you  renounced  your  own  righteoufntfs  as  dung 
and  lofs,  and  fubmitted  to  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  faying, 
*^  in  the  Lord  have  I  righteoufnefs  and  (Irength,  in  him  will  £ 
be  juitified,  and  will  glory  ?"— Again,  this  year  King  Solomon 
is  crowned  and  married  ;  and  therefore  1  a(k,  Haft  thou  by 
faith  gone  forth  from  fm,  felf,  and  the  world,  and  beheld  him 
with  the  crown  upon  his  head  ?     Did  his  matchlefs  giory  cap- 
tivate thy  heart,  fo  that  thou  waft  made  to  fay,  *^  {  am  the 
Lord's,  and  I  will  henceforth  be  called  by  his  name  ?"  Art  thou 
lefolved  that  from  this  time  forth,  through  grace,  thou  wilt 
keep  the  bed  of  thy  heart  and  foul  for  him,  and  that  he  (hall 
lie  as  a  bundle  of  myrrh  between  thy  breafts  ? — Again,  this 
year  the  poor  bankrupt  beggared  fmntr  finds  the  pearl  of  great 
price  ;  and  therefore  1  afk.  If  you  have  a£ted  as  the  wife  raerr 
chant,  felling  all,  that  you  may  cleave  to  him  as  your  only 
riches,  faying  with  Paul,  '*  Yea  doubtlefs,  I  count  all  things 
but  lofs,  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrift  Jelus 
my  Lord  ?"    Do  you  cfteem  him,  and  the  riches  of  grace  that 
are  in  him  ?  for  "  to  you  that  believe  he  is  precious." — Agaiii^ 
this  year  the  foul  fcals  the  record  of  God  ;  and  theretore  1 
'     a/lc.  How  do  you  hold  your  claim  to  eternal  life  ?     Is  God's 
grant  of  it,  through  Chrift  in  the  covenant  of  grace  and  pro- 
^ifci  your  only  charter  i     Can  you  rejoice  in  the  hope  oi  the 
glory  of  God,  grounded  on  the  bare  word  of  God,  as  one 
^^ai  findeth  great  fpoils,  faying,  '<  This  is  all  my  falvation?  God 
*^^th  fpoken  in  his  hoUnefs,  I  will  rejoice  ?"— Again,  this  year 
^*^c  foul  enters  into  the  holieft,  upon  a  Rate  of  fellowihip  and 
^Ommunion  with  God  j  and  therefore  1  a(k.  With  whom  is 
y^  ur  fellowihip  ?     Is  it  with  the  Father,  and*  his  Son  Jefus 
^ -fcrift  ?     If  fo,  you  will  have  no  fcUowfliip  with  the  uniruitT 
.  ^^1  ^orks  of  d^rknefs,  you  will  be  afraid  oi  the  leait  appear- 


4$6  Tie  Annals  pfRedeimng  Litvi^  i^c. 

ance  of  fin,  or  temptation  to  it,  left  it  feparatc  between  yoa 
and  your  God.— Again,  this  year  th^  vefTel  of  mercy  that  was 
like  a  brand  in  the  fire,  is  plucEt  out,  and  hung  upon  the 
nail  fattened  in  a  fure  place ;  and  therefore  I  afk.  Where  and 
on  whom  hangs  the  main  ftrefs  of  thy  falration  from  fin,  Sa- 
tan, hell,  and  wrath  ?  Doft  thou  lay  the  weight  where  God 
has  laid  it,  even  opon  the  foundation  God  has  laid  in  Zi^n  ? 
Again,  this  year  the  foundation  of  a  new  temple  is  laid  for 
God  to  dwell  in  ^  and  therefore  I  afk,  Art  thou  conoerned  to 
keep  the  temple  pure  from  erery  thing  that  has  a  tendency  to 
defile  it  ?  "  The  temple  of  God  is  holy;  and  if  any  man  defile 
the  temple  of  God,  himihall  God  deftroy,"  You  will  ftudy  to 
be  lioly  in  foul,  body,  and  in  all  manner  of  converfatjon. .  Now, 
1  fay,  try  by  thefe,  or  the  like  <jucftions,  v/hethcr  or  not  the 
year  of  applied  redemption  become. 

And  if  fo,  then  I  have  a  word,  of  Exhortation  to  offer  you. 
Is  the  year  of  thy  redemption  come  ?     Then, 

1.  Be  exhorted  to  remember  the  year  of  thy  redemption, 
both  the  year  i|f  which  it  was  purchafed,  and  the  year  in  which 
it  was  applied  by  the  power  of  the  eternal  Spirit.  The  chil- 
dren of  Ifraei  are  frequently  commanded  to  remember  the 
year  and  day  in  which  God  brought  them  forth  out  of  the  land 
of  ligypt,  Deut.  xvi.  i.  "  Obferve  the  month  of  Abib|  and  keep 
the  pa^over  unto  the  Lord  thy  Cfod  :  for  in  the  month  of  Abib 
the  Lord  thy  God  brouglit  thee  forth  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt." 
Were  they  obliged  to  remember  their  typical  and  temporal  re- 
demption ?  and  fhall  not  we  much  more  remember  the  time 
of  our  fpiritual  and  real  redemption  ?  It  is  indeed  a  time 
that  is  to  be  remembered  through  all  generations  of  God's 
Ifrael. 

2.  Now,  upon  a  thankfgiving  day,  celebrate  the  praifes  of 
your  great  Redeemer,  who  had  the  year  of  your  redemption  fo 
much  at  his  heart;  Jer.  xxxi.  1 1  — 13.  *'The  Lord  redeemecj 
Jacob,  and  ranfomed  him  from  the  hands  of  thofe  that  were 
itronger  than  he:  therefore  come  and  let  us  fing  in  the  heights 
of  Zion.''  1  remember  it  is  faid,  If.  xxiv.  16.  *•  From  theut- 
termoii  parts  of  the  earth  have  we  heard  fongs,  even  glory  t^, 
the  righteous  j"  that  is,  unto  Chriil  Jefus  the  righteous.  It  is, 
as  I  conceive,  a  promife  of  an  echo  that  fhould  be  heard  among 
the  Gentile  nations  upon  the  publication  of  the  year  of  re- 
demption among  them ;  echo  of  praife  (hould  be  heard  re* 
boundiwg  to  heaven  upon  the  utterance  of  this  joyful  found, 
which  you  have  been  hearing  this  day,  and  the  days  bygone. 
O  therefore  let  fongs  be  heard  among  you  from  this  wing  of 
the  earth,  ^lory,  glory,  glory  to  Chriffc  Jefus  the  righteous. 
Gicry  to  him,  v/ho  though  hs  be  the  mjghty  Gcd,  yet  was 


Tie  Annals  of  Redeeming  Love^  isfc.  45  7 

made  of  a  womani  took  on  him  my  nature,  that  he  might  be- 
come my  kinfman,  and  have  the  right  of  my  redemption. 
Glory  to  him,  who,  though  he  be  the  great  Lawgiver,  was 
made  under  the  law,  that  1  might  not  fink  under  the  curfe  and 
condemnation  of  it  for  ever.  Glory  to  him»  who  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  the  houfe  of  mercy,  which  ihall  be  built  up  for  ever, 
and  hat  brought  me  within  the  walls  thereof,  and  given  me  a 
name  and  place  there,  even  an  everlaiting  name  that  (hall  not 
be  cut  offl  Glory  to  him  that  has  rent  the  vail  of  the  temple 
from  to  top  to  bottom,  fo  that  1  fee  now  there  is  no  impedi- 
ment on  God's  part  to  hinder  my  accefs  unto  God  and  glory. 
Glory  to  that  righteous  one,  who  is,  become  the  Lord  my 
righteonfnefs,  having  magnified  the  law,  and  made  it  honour- 
able, and  the  Lord  is  well  pleafed  for  his  righteoufnefs  fake. 
Glory  to  him  that  has  finiOied  tranfgreffion,  and  made  an  end 
of  fin  ;  and  it  is  fo  much  ended,  that  it  ihall  never  have  power 
to  condemn  me ;  he  '*  condemned  fin  in  the  fleih  :  and  there- 
fore there  is  no  condemnation  to  them  that  are  in  Chrid  Je- 
fus.''  Glory.'  to  the  great  Redeemer,  that  has  confirmed  the 
covenant,  and  made  it  fure  with  his  own  blood,  fo  that  the 
mountains  (hall  depart,  and  the  hills  be  removed,  but  his  co- 
venant of  peace  (hall  never  depart.  Glory  to  him,  that  en- 
.tered  the  territories  of  death,  the  king  of  terrors,  and  came 
forth  again  like  a  renowned  conqueror,  carrying  the  keys  of 
hell  and  death  in  his  hand.  Glory  to  him  that  has  quenched  the 
flames  of  wrath  with  his  own  blood,  that  would  have  confu- 
flKd  me  for  ever,  and  that  through  him  God  is  a  God  of  peace, 
and  be  is  declared  to  be  fo  by  the  refurred^ion  of  Chrift  Jefus 
from  the  dead ;  fo  that  I  can  now  take  up  that  fong,  If.  xii. 
.1.  1.  '*  Though  thou  wait  angry  with  me,  yet  thine  anger  is 
turned  away,  and  thou  hail  comforted  me.  The  Lord  is  be- 
come my  falvation,"  &:c.  O  glory  to  the  righteous  one,  who 
as  he  was  delivered  for  my  offences,  fo  he  is  rifen  again  for 
my  juftification,  and  I  am  difcharged  of  my  debt  in  him  \  he. 
being  juftified,  I  am  acquitted,  and  can  fayV^'  Who  can  lay 
any  thing  to  my  charge  ?"  O  glory  to  Chriil  Jefus  the  righ- 
teous, that  becaufe  he  lives,  I  (hall  live  alfo :  and  <<  though. 
worms  (hall  deftroy  this  body,  yet  in  my  fluih  (hall  I  fee  God." 
O  glory  to  him  that  is  afcended  to  heaven  as  my  forerunner^ 
^nd  to  be  an  advocate  for  me  with  his  Father  ^nd  my  Father, 
with  his  God  and  my  God,  and  1  look  for  him  to  come  the  fe- 
cond  time  without  fin  to  my  everlaiting  falvation.  Thus,  t 
fay,  let  thefe  or  the  like  fongs  be  fent  up  as  an  echo  of  praife 
from  thir  utter  moil  parts  of  the  earth.  And  to  quicken  yoa 
unto  this  exercife,  confider, 

'  i^.  It  is  commanded  and  required  of  you,  as  a  due  debt  fov 
•.    Yoi^.II.  4M  Uv 
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bis  ktndnefs  to  you^  *<  Rejoice  in  the  Lord,  ye  nghtepms :  ami 
ibout  for  joy,  all  ye  that  are  upright  in  heart." 

2dl^y  It  is  commended  as  a  fuitable  and  agreeable  excrcife  ; 
^•Praafc  is  comely  for  the  upright:"  PfeJ,  xciL  i.  2.  "  It  is 
a  good  thing  to  give  than^  unto  the  Lord,  and  to  fi^g  praifes 
luito  thy  name,  O  Mbft  High ;  to  fltew  fof th  thy  loring-kindr 
nefs  in  the  morning,  and  thy  faithfnlneft  erery  night/' 

3<//)^,  This  is  the  very  defign  of  your  formation,  dTpecially  as 
one  of  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord :  ^*  Thjs  people  have  i  Conn* 
ed  for  myfelf,  that  they  may  (hew  forth  my  praife." 

^thly^  The  more  you  fing  his  praifes,  the  more  occafionyou 
fhall  have  to  iing :  the  tbanij^fu)  beggar  is  beft  ferved ;  and  die 
thankf^l  believer  flia}l  be  made  fat,  and  have  bis  moodi  more 
and  more  filled  widi  the  good  of  God'«  chofeiu 

5/^/y,  This  will  br  your  occupation  for  ever  in  the  land  o£ 
prai(e  that  is  above,  to  fing  the  praifesof  die  great  Redeemer^ 
as  yoo  (ice.  Rev.  v.  9.  io«  And  therefore  you  fliould  even  be 
lifping  out  the  firag  of  praife  in  a-ftrange  limd. 

6^i/)f,  It  is  for  the  honour  of  your  Hedeemer,  tha|  ydu  cele* 
brate  his  praifes :  '^  Wbofo  oftreth  praifie,  glprifietb  me/*  beft 
the  Lord,  Pfal.  1.  23.  This  is  aU  the  rerenoe  that  be  reoetveif 
either  ffom  the  church  miliunt  or  triumphant,  Pfat.  hqr*  i* 
^<  Praife  WHitetb  for  thee,  O  God,  in  Zion/*  And  fure  if  yoo 
be  among  the  number  of  the  rcdeemedi  you  will  not  deny  or 
With-bold  the  Redeemer's  tribute* 

^fft.  How  ihall  we  praife  him  ? 

Anfv).  I.  O  praife  him  by  believing^iQ  him  and  on  him. 
Abraham  the  father  of  the  faithful  glorified  him  by  believing, 
lb  ihould  all  the  £sed  of  Abraham ;  *^  He  ftaggered  not  at  the 
promife  through  unbelief ;  but  was  ftrong  in  the  faith,  giving 
glory  to  G»od.'^  It  is  for  the  honour  of  your  Redeemer  that 
you  give  credit  to  his  word  of  promife,  and  that  you  trofll 
and  credit  him  with  all  your  concerns,  in  time  and  through 
eternity. 

1.  Praife  him  by  thinking  much  ujpon  him  :  <'  Whik- 1  waa 
mufing  the  fire  burned ;  then  fpake  I  with  my  lips."  When 
t^e  heart  indites  a  good  matter  concerning  him,  the  tongue 
will  be  as  the  pen  of  a  ready  writer.  O,  fays  David,  •*  Mjr 
meditation  of  him  iball  be  fweet,  and  I  will  be  gUd  in  the 
iiord."  And  let  your  thoughts  of  him  be  high  and  raife4 
thoughts,  faying,  ^^  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee?  and  Uiere 
is  none  in  all  the  earth  that  I  defire  befides  thee." 

3.  O  prai(e  your  Redeemer,  by  commending  him  unt;o 
Others,  and  by  ftudying  to  make  his  name  to  be  remembered 
for  ever.  •  This  was  the  pra£l;ice  of  the  fpoufe  and  bride  di 
Chrift,  Ffal.  xtv.  17*  and  Cant.  v.  xo*    You  can  do  him  no 
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gredler  Bteonry  dian  to  make  the  favour  of  him  known  in 
all  plaeest  amd  in  irii  compailies  where  you  have  dccafion  to 
appear. 

4*  O  praife  him  bjr  a  Gngie  tcf^tA  unto  his  preceptive,  and 
a  hoiv  Albmiflion  unto  his  providemial  will.  When  he  mani- 
ficAt  his  comtmnuhng  will,  be  ready  to  mrt  his  errands;  and  do 
whatfiief«r  he  cotBinands  you ;  and  whbn  he  brings  you  ahder 
laffliAion,  lay  yourfelves  at  his  feetj  and  fayj  ^  Here  am  f ,  let 
him  do  to  ne  as  he  fees  meet.** 

5*  Praife  him  hy  a  ftedfaft  and  refolute  owning  htm  and 
his  truths,  his  ways,  his  ordinances,  his  worftiip,  in  this  daj 
of  hhrfphemy  againft  him,  contending  eameftly  for  the  faith 
delivered  to  the  faints  |  and  in  your  fphere^  tetUfy  againft 
every  thing  chat  has  a  tendency  t^  bring  a  reflection  upon  hi« 
gioiy. 

d.  Pvaife  him  by  inviting  others  to  join  with  you  in  cele* 
hrating  hie  praife.  O,  will  the  foul  fay,  I  ath  tinder  fuch  a 
bordea  of  obligations  to  him,  that  I  would  even  invite  the 
whole  CTeatton,  angels  and  men^  fun,  moon,  and  ftairs,  to  join 
iflise  with  ooie^  in  helping  me  to  lift  up  his  gfeait  and  glorious 
name :  ^  O  magnify  the  Lord  with  me,  bvA  let  us  exalt  his 
9ame  together.**  This  wts  frequently  David's  pradice,  Pfal. 
dii.  20— 22.  and  Pfal.  cxiviii.  throughout  to  the  end. 

I  Gondttde  at  prefent  with  a  word  of  exhortation  unto  aH  in 
general.  O  Sirs,  what  &atl  I  tell  yon,  the  year  of  jubilee^ 
the  year  of  releafe  and  redemption  is  come ;  and  I  tell  yod 
dbtt  ft  IS  even  come  to  you,  to  every  foul  heating  me,  I  pro- 
daim  the  acceptable  year  of  the  L^d,  as  well  as  the  day  of 
vetigeance  from  our  God  againft  all  that  will  not  embrace  it. 
We  come  in  the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hods  to  proclaim  a  pur- 
chaiied  redemption  to  every  one  of  you  i  **  That  God  ^as  iki 
Chrift,  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf,  not  imputing  then: 
crefpafes  unto  them;**  O  let  this  joyful  found  be  received,  let 
this  acceptable  year  of  the  Lord  be  accepted  of  you  by  faith» 
«id  let  your  foul  fay,  **  O  blefied  be  he  that  cometh  in  the 
«ame  of  the  Lord  to  fare  us.'' 

1  told  you  in  the  dodrinat  patt  What  great  okid  glorious 
things  are  done  for  finners  in  the  year  of  exhibit  or  revealed 
i«demption  |  O  improve  the  day,  the  year  of  ybiir  hlercif^i 
Vifitation; 

I.  la  this  year  light  is  arifert  td  yoU  Whb  were  fitting  under 
Pagan,  Pc^itti,  and  PrelaticaC  dailtnefs,  even  the  light  of  a  gof- 
p^revelation.  And  therefone  let  fide  -exhort  and  befeech  you 
to  heware  of  continuing  under  the  power  of  darknefs,  beware 
of  continuing  ignorant  and  bltndj  as  to  the  knowledge  of  that 
Redeemer,  that  life  and  immortaUtjr  tha(  it  brouj^t  to  light 

^1 
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by  the  gofpel ;  for  ignorance  of  God»  where  the  gofpel-ilight 
ihineSy  will  be  punifhed  with  a  double  vengeance ;  Chrift  will 
comey  ^'  in  flaming  fire,  to  take  vengeance  on  all  them  that 
know  not  God,  and  obey  not  the  gofpel.'* 

3.  I  was  tilling  you»  that,  this  year  of  exhibit  redemption 
the  throne  of  grace  is  Tet  up  among  a  people,  and  proclama* 
tions  of  grace  iflfued  forth  from  it  to  the  wretched,  miferable, 
blind,  and  pqor,  ai\d  naked.  And  therefore^O  let  me  befeech 
you  to  come  to  this  throne  of  grace,  *'  that  ye  may  obtain  mer? 
xy,  and  find  grace  to  help  you  in  time  of  need  ^  And  let  not 
a  fenfe  of  fin  and  unworthinefs  keep  yoii  back ;  for  a  throne 
of  grace  is  not  made  for  the  worthy,  but  for  the  unworthy, 
it  is  made  for  beggars,  for  bankrupts,  for  tbefe  that  are  un^^ 
done,  and  the  throne  of  grace  has  its  (landing  by  liberality. 

3.  This  year  God  is  planting  his  batteries  againft  the  high 
imaginations  of  the  heart,  and  fummons-  tebeb  to  furrender 
their  hearts  unto  him.  And  therefore  open  the  gates,  faying, 
**  Lift  up  your  heads,  O  ye  gates,  and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  ever* 
lading  doors,  and  the  King  of  glory  fhall  come  in/* 

4*  This  y«ar  Jacob's  ladder  is  fet  up  that  reaches  to  heaven.^ 
And  therefore  let  every  man  try  if  he  can  fcale  heaven  by  it,, 
in  order  to  recover  tha^  glory  .and  happinefs  which  we  all  loft, 
by  tKe  fin  of  the  firft  Adam. 

5.  This  year  the  fountain  of  the  great  deep's  of  the  love  of 
God  in  Chrift  are  broken  up,  good-will  toward  man  upoa 
earth  is  proclaimed.  And  therefore  let  every  man  caffc  him- 
felf  into  the  arms  of  a  God  of  love  and  mercy  :  **  How  excel- 
lent is  thy  loving- kindnefs,0  God  I  therefore  the  fons  of  mea 
Ihall  put  their  truft  under  the  fhadow  of  thy  wings." 

6.  This  year  God  reveals,  and  brings  near  his  righteoufnefs 
to  you  who  are  guilty  crjiminals  ;  in  this  year  the  righteoufneb 
is  revealed,  ofiered,  prefented  to  you.  And  therefore  take  the 
benefit  of  it,  fubmit  to  it^  put  it  on,  that  you  may  (land  in 
judgement. 

.  .7.  This  year  the  fruits  and  leaves  of  the  tree  of  life  are  Mat- 
tered and  fhaken  in  our  valley  of  vifion. ,  And  therefore  gar 
ther,  apply,  and  eat,  that  yoU  may  be  filled  and  healed ;  0 
taf^e  of  the  bunches  of  the  grapes  of  the  true  vine,  and  your 
foul^ Jhall  live;  O  apply, the  healing  leaves  of  his  promifes, 
that  you  may  partake  of  the  good  promifed. 

8.  This  year  the  pure  river  of  v^atet  of  life  runs,  from  under 
the  throne  of  God,  it  runs. even  in  our  ftreets  and  broad  ways. 
And  therefore  **  whofoever  will,  let  him  come  and  drink:'' 
Oh  poor  dying  finner^  tafte  but  of  this  water,  and  it  (hall  be 
in  thee  "  a  well  of  Water* fpringing  up  unto  everilafting  life." 

9.  Thi3  year  the  manna  of  heaven  is  rained  down,  God's 

banqueliDg 
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banqueting  houfe  is  opened,  he  is  making  to  you  a  feaft  of  €it 
things.  And  therefore,  O  llarving  iinner,  come  and  take^ 
and  eat  and  drink  abundantly  i  for  there  is  bread  enough 
here,  and  to  fpare :  and  as  erery  man  and  woman  in  the  camp 
had  a  right  to  gather  the  manna,  fo  has  every  foul  a  right  to 
take  Chrill,  and  to  eat  his  fleOi,  and  drink  his. blood,  by  an 
applying  faith  to  make  ufe  of  him  for  wifdom,  righteouliaefs^ 
ian£Ufication,  and  redemption. 

ID.  This  year  the  city  of  refuge  is  ftanding  open^  that  erery 
finner  that  has  flain  his  foul  by  On  may  flee  ip  for  fbelter  fr6m 
avenging  wrath.  And  therefore,  O  turn  in  to  your  ftrong- 
holdt  for  ybii  are  prifoners  of  hope ;  you  have  as  good  a  right 
to  flee  to  Chrift  for  (belter,  as  ever  the  manilayer  bad  ta  run 
to  the  citv  of  refuge :  and,  let  me  tell  you,  all  refuge  will  fail 
you  but  tnis  only ;  none  of  the  other  cities  of  Ifrael,  nor  yea 
the  man's  own  home,  could  be  a  (belter  to  him  ;  fo  here. 

II.  LBfliyy  Thi&  year  Chriil's  teftament  and  'latter- will  is 
opened,  and  opened  to  all  the  hearers  of  the  gofpel,  and  every 
man  allowed  and  required  to  put  in  for  his  fiiare  of  the  lega* 
cies,  yea,  to  claim  the  whole  legacies  of  the  teftament.  And 
therefore,  O  let  us  enter,  *'  left  a  promife  being  left  us  of  en- 
tering into  his  reft,  any  of  us  (hould  feem  to  come  (hort  of  it ;" 
O  fet  to  vour  feal  to  the  teftament  by  believing,  which  Chrift 
has  fealed  with  the  blotfd  of  his  heart ;  and  let  not  unbelief  or 
Satan  cheat  you  out  of  your  fouls,  when  you  have  fuch  a  good 
charter  for  your  falvation,  and  the  command  of  God  to  u?e  it, 
and  lay  hold  on  it,  John  v.  39.  ^'  Search  the  fcriptures,  for  in 
them  ye  chink  ye  have  eternal  life,  and  they  are  they  which 
tcftify  of  me." 


Is.  Ixiii.  4.— /^tf#»  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  hearty  and  tie 
year  of  my  redeemed  is  come. 

THE  THIRD  SERMON   ON  THIS   TEXT. 

THE  do£lrine  I  obftrved  from  the  words  was  this,  Tiat 
as  the  year  of  the  redeemed  is  the  joy  of  the  Redeemer  ;  fo 
•he  has  fixed  the  time  for  rejenting  and  avenging  their  quarrel  in 
his  heart.  This  dodhne  con fi its  of  two  branches.  1.  That 
the  year  of  the  redeemed  is  the  jov  of  the  Redeemer,  a.  That 
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the  glotioos  Recleemer  has  the  time  of  anrengiiig  the  quarrel  of 
his  redeemed  fixed  in  his  heart. 

I  hare  already  difcourfed  upon  tYuJifft  branch  of  the  doc- 
trine ;  ^here  I  endearoured  to  fpeak, 

L  Of  the  Redeemer. 

IL  Of  the  redeemed. 

IIL  Of  the  year  of  the  redeemed. 

IV.  Proved  that  the  year  of  the  redeemed  ia  the  joy  of  the 
Redeemer. 

V*  Appiied. 

I  proceed  now  to  the  ficmd  branch  of  the  doArine,  ti;. 
^h^  Cbri/I  our  gkrious  Redeemer  has  the  time  rf  amengmg  the 
fuarrei  affUs  rediemed fixed  in  his  heart : :  The  day  rf  vengeanet 
is  in  mine  heart. 

In  difcourfing  thisf  through  divine  aiEftance»  I  (hall  endea- 
vour to  obferve  the  following  method  and  order. 

I.  Who  is  the  grand  enemy  of  the  redeemed^  iHiom  Chrift 
imr  Redeemer  bath  in  his  eye  here. 

.II.  Inquice  into  the  ground  of  the  quarrel* 

III.  Speak  a  little  of  the  vengeance  of  the  Redeemer  thtt 
lights  on  the  enemy  of  the  redeemed. 

IV.  Inquire  into  the  ftated  time  of  vengeance^  here  called  1 
day. 

V.  Why  this  is  faid  to  be  in  his  heart :  The  day  ef  vengeance 
is  in  mine  heart. 

Vi.  Apply  the  whole. 

I.  The  firft  thing  is,  to  inquire  nvho  is  the  grand  enemy  that  the 
glorious  Redeemer  has  in  his  view^  when  he  lays.  The  day  ofvtn^ 
geance  is  in  mine  hearts  I  anfwer.  The  grand  enemy  at  whom 
he  levels  his  vengeance,  is  Satan,  the  great  deceiver  of  man« 
kind.  If  we  obferve  the  current  of  the  fcriptures,  in  giving 
an  account  of  our  Redeemer's  conduct  in  bringing  about  the 
glorious  work  of  man*s  redemption,  His  great  conteft  and  con* 
Hi£i  has  been  with  this  enemy  from  firft  to  la(t.  Look  we  to 
the  firft  promife,  Gen.  iii.  15  it  was  wrapt  up  in  a  threaten- 
ing againft  Satan  in  the  form  of  a  ferpent,  **  It,  viz.  the  feed 
of  the  woman  (Chrift)  (hall  bruife  thy  heady  and  thou  (halt 
bruife  his  heel."  As  if  he  had  faid,  O  Satan,  I  will  be  aven- 
ged on  thee  for  the  injury  thou  haft  done  to  the  woman  and 
her  feed,  Irefent  their  quarrel,  and,  by  one  bom  of  a  woman, 
I  will  bruife  thy  head,  deftroy  thee  and  all  thy  works.  When 
Chrift  actually  appeared  upon  the  ftagc  of  time,  he  aAuaUy 
entered  the  lifts  with  this  enemy :   Matth.  iv^  ^'  He  was  le^ 

into 
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Into  tlie  mlderDefs  to  be  tempted  of  the  deril,*  and  there  firft 
hogSLix  to  put  to  flight  this  leader  and  commander  of  the  ar- 
mies^of  me  aliens.  The  great  fcope  of  his  doArine  was,  to 
overtkroiw  Satan's  kingdom;  and  he  tells  us>  that  he  faw  Sa- 
tan fail  like  lightning  irom  heaven  before  the  preaching  of  hta 
diicipies.  Many  of  his  miracles  were  juft  rhe  throwing  Svitaa 
out  of  the  bodies  of  men,  of  which  he  had  a  Ti6ble  pofleffion. 
^is  death  was  a  fatal  ftroke  at  the  head  of  the  ferpent. 
<*  Now  (fiiys  he)  is  thr  jndgement  of  this  world  come ;  now 
is  the  prince  of  this  world  judged.^  Agreeable  unto  this  i» 
that  wnieh  7011  have»  CoL  ii.  1  $• ''  Having  fpoiled  principali- 
ties and  powers^  he  made  a  (hew  of  them  openly,  having  tri- 
umphed over  them  in  it.'*  Hefa.  ii.  14.  *^  Through  death  he 
deftroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  deviL" 
I  John  iii  8.  '^  Whoibever  comniitteth  fin  is  of  the  devil  1  for 
the  devil  finneth  from  the  beginning.  For  this  porpde  the 
Smi  <rf  God  was  manifefted^  to  deftroy  the  works  of  the  deviU** 
And  Rev.  xii.  we  ihall  find,  that  the  war  is  principally  ma« 
naged  between  Michael  and  his  angels,  and  the  devil  and  his 
angels.  Thus  yon  fee  who  is  the  principal  enemy  that  Chrift 
has  in  his  view,  when  he  fays  in  my  text,  The  day  ef  vengeance 
fe  in  mine  beart.  But  now  though  Satan  be  the  leading  enemy, 
yet  other  enemies  they  come  in  aifo  of  courie ;  for  vengeance 
Ii  defigned  againft  all  the  works  of  the  devil,  and  againft  all 
hb  confederates,  as  well  as  againft  Satan  faimfelfy  as  yoo  may 
tiCBttr  afterward.  , 

II.  Thcjecond  thing  is,  to  inquire  inie  the  grmtnd  of  the  quarrel 
that  mr  Redeemer  bath  againjt  this  enemy,  i  (hall  not  Itand  to 
inquire  what  was  the  firft  fin  of  the  devil,  for  which  he  was 
tumbled  down  from  heaven  to  hell ;  though  it  i6  pretty  clearly 
foggefted  to  as,  that  being  lifted  up  with  pride,  he  (ell  into 
JMmdeninatton.  3ut  the  fpecial  quarrel  that  our  Redeenaer 
here  hath  in  his  eye,  is  the  injury  done  to  his  redeemed  ;  and 
therefore  the  day  of  vengeance  and  the  year  of  the  redeemed 
arc  coupled  tojgether. 

S^ft.  What  injury  had  Satan  done  to  the  redeemed  ? 

Jtnpm*  I.  Satan  had.  deceived  them.  He  put  a  cheat  np« 
on  o«r  firft  pjirents,  telling  them  that  the  tree  was  good,  and 
that  by  eating  of  it  they  (hould  become  as  gods,  knowing 
good  apd  evil,  whereas  the  very  reverfe  was  the  truth:  and 
ihts  has  been,  and  is  his  continued  work  to  deceive,  there- 
fore called  the  great  deceiver  of  mankind.  Now,  this  is  one 
quarrel  for  which  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  his  heart  againft 
)iim» 

2.  By  deceiyiog  them  into  fin,  he  defaced  the  image  of  God 
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which  he  had  ftamped  upon  man.  When  man  firft  dropt 
oat  of  the  fingeiB  of  his  Maker,  he  bore  the  lively  print  of  his 
Creator's  fingers,  yea,  his  very  image,  confiding  in  knowledge, 
rigbteoufnefs,  and  holinefs  ;  but  no  fooner  bad  Satan  deceived 
us  into  a  tranfgreflion  of  the  divine  commandment,  but  im- 
mediately his  gold  became  dim  ;  inftead  of  being  like  God,  as 
the  deceiver  told  them,  they  became  like  devils,  the  hue  of 
hell  immediately  appeared  on  them,  inftead  of  the  beauty  of 
lueaven;  their  minds  being  filled  virith  darknefs,  inftead  of 
knowledge  ;  their  hearts  being  filled  with  enmity  againft  God, 
inftead  of  bcirig  filled  with  love  to  him ;  their  afiefHons  flag* 
giag,  and  fettling  upon  the  earth,  and  licking  up  the  daft  like 
the  ferpent,  inftead  of  towering  up  Ward  toward  things  that 
were  above. 

3«  He  had  made  them  liable  unto  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and 
the  wrath  of  God  with  himfelf.  God  had  faid,  <'  In  the  day 
tbou  eateft,  thou  (halt  furely  die ;  and  the  law  faid^  *<  CurCed 
is  every  one  that  continueth  not  in  all  things  written  in  the 
book  of  the  law  to  do  them."  Now,  Satan  had  brought  them 
under  this ;  for  even  the  t\tGt  of  God,  as  well  as  others,  be- 
caufe  of  the  breach  of  the  law,  are  the  children  of  wrath  and 
oondemnation.  This  is  another  quarrel  which  the  Redeemer 
refents  upon  the  enemy. 

4*  Satan  had  not  only  brought  them  under  the  curfe  of  God, 
but  he  had  made  them  his  own  flaves,  led  them  away  as  hit 
captives  to  work  his  work,  yea,  had  armed  God's  favourites, 
and  brought  them  out  in  open  rebellion  againft  God  ;  for  "  the 
carnal  mind  is  enmity  againft  God,"  and  we  are  "  enemies  in 
our  minds  by  wicked  works."  He  had  filled  their  hearts  and 
hands  with  weapons  of  rebellion  againft  Heaven,  fuch  as  un- 
belief, enmity,  pride,  ignorance,  vanity,  carnality ;  and  their 
very  bodily  members  were  become  inftruments  of  fin  and  un- 
righteoufnefs.  Thus  you  fee  what  injury  Satan  had  done  to 
the  redeemed  :  and  all  this  he  had  done  out  of  plain  malice 
Againft  God  himfelf,  to  rub  an  affront  upon  the  Majefty  of 
heaven,  who  had  with  his  omnipotent  arm  caft  thcfe  mighty 
fpirits  out  of  their  feats  in  heaven  ;  and  becaufe  he  could  not 
ftiake  the  throne  of  God,  therefore  he  wrecks  his  vengeance 
Upon  God's  viceroy  in  this  lower  world,  whom  he  had  crown- 
ed with  glory  and  dignity,  and  put  all  things  under  his  feet. 
Now,  becaufe  of  all  this,  Chrilt  the  Son  of  God  refolvcs  to  be 
about  with  this  enemy,  faying,  ^he  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine 
hearU 

III.  The  /^/W  thing  was,  to  inquire  nvhat  vengeance  is  it  that 

our  Redeemer  takes  upon  this  eneniy  Gf  the  redeemed*     I  find  this 

2  vengeance 


^ttge&n^e  dn  Sacan  Tarioufly  exprefleid  in  fcripture.  In  the 
iFprecitedGen.  itt.  15.  it  is  called  a  hrwjtngtf  his  heai^  which  \m» 
plies  a  deadly  and  dcftriidlive  wound  that  he  ihouid  never 
again  recover*  Sometimes  it  is  called  a  judging  of  tbi  dtwi, 
John  xvi.  II.  "  The  prince  of  this  world  is  judged."  Chrift 
brou^t  him  like  a  condemned  pannel  to  his  bar,  and  paiTea 
lentcnce  upon  him  Cor  the  injury  done  to  his  redeemtrd.  Some* 
limes  it  is  called  a  dejirojing  ofthedeKnl^  Heb.  ii.  14.  *^  He  de- 
ftroyed  him  that  had  the  power  of  death,  that  is,  the  devil.'^ 
So  X  John  iiik  8.  The  great  deflroyer  of  mankind  is  dcitroy- 
cd  himfelf  by  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the  avenger  of, 
pur  blood.  Sometimes  again  it  is  called  a  fpoiting  of  principal 
(ities  and  powers  f  Col.  ii.  15.  That  enemy  he  had  made  a 
ftcy  of  che  redeemed  \  but  Chrift  comes  as  the  Captain  o£ 
Calvation^  and  fpoils  him  of  his  prey,  "  divides  a  portion  with 
the  great,  and  (h^res  the  fpoil  with  the  ftiong."  Thus  you 
fee  how  this  vengeance  of  the  Redeemer  is  ezprefied.  But 
to  clear  this  matter  a  Jittle  more  fully,  I  will  tell  you  of  fe« 
veral  pieces  of  vengeance  that  our  Redeemer  executes  upon 
^atan  in  the  refen^ment  of  our  quarrel,  or  in  revenging  our 
bloods 

1%  Qttr  glorious  Redeeknet,  in  tefehting  of  our  quarrel,  he 
invades  Satan'$  ufurped  kingdom  and  government,  which  he 
had  eftabli(hed  in  this  world.  Satan  is  called  tbt  god  ef  this 
morldi  and  he  had  it  fo  much  under  l^is  power,  that  there  is 
not  one  of  Adam's  family  but  is  wholly  devoted  to  his  fervice 
9ikl  obedience  \  by  nature  **  they  are  altogether  become  filthy  ; 
there  is  none  of  them  that  doth  good,  no  not  one."  Now  when 
Satan  is,  as  it  were,  in  the  peaceable  pofTeflion  of  his  kingdom^ 
ottr  glorious  leader  and  commander,  Jefus  Chrift,  he  takes  an 
expedition  from  heaven  againft  him.  Had  there  been  a  party  o£ 
Adam's  race  difafiefled  unto  the  devifs  empire,  and  ready 
to  join  him  when  he  entered  the  devil's  territories,  one  would 
think  it  might  have  been  fome  encouragement,  but  no  fuch 
Iking  in  the  prefent  cafe  ;  they  were  wholly  devoted  to  his  fer- 
Tice  and  obedience,  and  therefore,  in  the  verfe  immediately 
following  my  text,  he  fays,  ^*  I  looked,  and  there  was  none  to 
belp  i  and  I  wondered  that  there  was  none  to  uphold  :  there- 
forje  iinne  own  arm  brought  falyacion  unto  me,  and  my  fury 
it  upheld  me."  But,  notwithftanding  of  this  difcouragement^ 
he  ii.vades  iSatan's  kingdom,  and  doth  it  alone  |  and  at  the 
very. iirit  inroad  which  he  made  upon  him,  which  was  in  a 
word  of  promife,  he  wrefts  the;  poor  woman,  whom  he  had 
deceived,  out  of  his  paw  and  power;  for  it  is  very  re-* 
markable,  that  the  word^  of  the  firil  promife,  in  the  original, 
run  thus,  ^'  1  will  put  enmity  between  thee  and  this  woman ;" 

Vol.  il.      •  3  N  glaitil^ 
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plainljr  intimating,  that  fhe  wa^  the  firft  betievcr,  the  firft  tIrJf' 
threw  off  (he  devil^  yoke,  anrf  jotiwd  herfelf  onto  the  Son  erf 
God,  bjr  vtrtiie  of  that  pronfiif<^.  Anti  the  whole  feriptures  aro 
but  a  large  comtVierttVT  upon  that  promife,  and  a  further  open- 
ing of  it ;  he  haJ  ^^tt  fence,  and  w  at  this  d*y,  by  the  fame  en- 
.gine  of  tbe  gofpel,  battering  down  hi«  Ikmg^om  in  the  wor)4| 
and  w^U  carry  it  on  by  the  fame  4Man9|  tilif  he  has  quite  dri* 
ven  hnn  put  of  his  ponefliond 

1.  Oufrgloriotw  Redeemer,  he  oufftoofff  tb€  deril  in  bb 
own  bow,"  or,  toufe  a  feripture  phrafc,  **  he  takes  ehi$  wife 
fpttit  in  his  oWn  craftiaefs,  and  turns  the  eounfet  of  thie^  fre^ 
watd  fpirit  headlortg**^  No  doubt  Satbn,  that  old  ittpttk^ 
when  he  Iwd^  brought  oar  firft  paictita  to  brc»k  the  c0V«ilam 
of  woi^a,  thought  with  hinyfetfj  that  now  he  was  fecMre  of  hift 
prey,  sknd  that  it  waa  rttipoOibte  Oed  t^A  fate  mm,  in  a  cow* 
fifteney  with  the-hono^  of  his  hw,  jaftice,  tfnd  faithfuloefsv 
The  law  was  brokei>9  and  therefore  juftice  was  obliged  v^  d^ 
ftroy  him  \  and  the  feithfulnefs  of  IS^^^is  etigaged  «8^  eie^ 
ctite  the  threatening,  "  ?n  the  day  thW  tatcft  thereol,  thoa 
ihah  finrefy  die."  No  doubt^  Satanmidught  hi4  kififrd6»itv  Ms 
and  fure,  when  the  very  juftic.e,  law,  and  faithfulnefs  of  God^ 
yea,  his  holy  fovcreigmy,  and  other  perfe^iot^s  of  6dd,  obli- 
ged him  to  leave  poor  faUen  man  under  his  power.  But  oiif 
gfofious  Redeemer,  hef  finds  a  way  how  to  recover  the  honatr 
of  his  law,  judrce^  fanthful^efs,  hoHnefe,  and  fovereignty^  if 
the  falvation  of  loft  man*  He  fo  orders  it,  that  the  lawy  in* 
(lead  bf  being  a  Joftr,  is  magnified  and  made  konouraibki 
j^fticfe,  inftead  of  fuftatning  prejudice,  receives  a  fuU  and  coni^ 
picte,  yea,  infinite  fatisfafticn  ;  the  faithfulnefs  of  God  inhis 
threatening,  is  fccored  by  the  execution  of  it  upon  kifnfelf,  is 
our  furety,  and  (fivihe  faithMnffs  pledged  for  the  falvadon  ef 
the  woman  and  her  believing  feed  ;  the  fovereignty  of  God  is 
more  difplaycd  than  everj  while  he  makes  grace  to  reign  thvough 
righteeufntfs  to  eternal  life,  by  Jcfus  Chrift  our  Lord.  Thus 
the  main  batteries  which  Satan  had  reared,  and  under  which 
he  lay  intrenched,  are  overthrown^  and  turned  to  his  ruio>  and 
the  nrrn  of  his  kingdom. 

3.  Oiilr  glorious  Redeemer,  and  avenger  of  our  blood,  inrc- 
fenting  ow  quarrel,  he  Condemns  fin,  the  firft-bom  of  the 
devil.  What  greater  vengeance  can  you  execute  upon  a  man 
than  to  flay  his  firft.  born  Jbefore  bis  face  ?  This  our  glorious 
Redeemer  doth  to  Satan ;  he  "  condemned  fin  in  the  ficlb, 
yea,  he  finifhed  it,  and  made  an  end  of  it."  By  fin  the  der il 
had  done  the  greateft  mifchicf  in  the  worM ;  by  fm  he  had 
robbed  God  of  his  glory^  and  caft  dirtupon  all  his  perfeOions} 
by  fin  he  had  diilurbed  God's  government  in  the  world;  l>y 
£fl  hchad  defaced  the  \m^^  of  God  in  man^  and  mined  his 

principal 
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{MruKHpal  workmanibip.  Now,  fays  Chriil  to  Satan,  I  will 
eond^iBii  and  deftroj  thy  firft-boro  before  tliinc  eyes.  And 
accordingly  he  abolilhes  the  guilt  of  it,  that  it  cannot  condenan; 
ke  deftroy^  th«  power  of  it,  that  it  may  not  reign  ;  be  vafiies 
off  the  &\i\k  of  it,  that  it  may  not  (eparate  or  break  up  cojqqoiu- 
aim ;  atodt  ^t  laft»  takes  away  the  very  being  of  it  in  all  the 
redeepned.  And  O  what  a  vengeance  is  it  upon  Satan  to  fee  bis 
firft-botn  thus  ruined  and  deftroyefl  U<fU>r«  his  eyes. 

4.  Qur  glorious  Redeeoier,  in  avenging  of  our  quarrel,  he 
wrefts  the  keys  of  death  and  hell  out  of  the  devil's  hand.  Im- 
mediately upon  the  entry  of  fia,  juftioe,  in  purfuing  the  cri^ 
tiuiiaU  dcdiyers  the  keys  of  death  into  the  hand  of  thp  devil, 
9L%  H  jailor  iu»d  executioner  \  and,  no  doubt,  he  thought  him* 
feif  very  fure  of  his  dominion  over  man^  when  the  keys  of 
k«U  and  death  were  in  his  own  hand  ;  but  Chriil  haviug  abo^ 
li&ed  fin,  aJnd  fatisfied  juftice  for  the  fin  of  aian,  all  power  iu 
beftv«ii,  earth,  and  hell,  naturally  falls  into  his  hand  :  but  Sa. 
tan  being  loath  ta  xefign  the  power  of  death,  Chrid  through 
dtatk  deftroys  him,  and  fpoils  bim  of  his  power,  even  upon 
tfte  cmafs,  where  be  feems  moft  to  triumph ;  and  Chrifl  he 
hMf  up  the  keys  in  his  hand,  ia  the  view  of  the  redeemed, 
crying,  '<  Fear  not ;  I  was  dead,  atid  am  alive,  and  I  live  for 
weraiare ;  and  have  the  keys  of  hell  aad  death .'"  and  it  is  eafy 
to  tbioky  bow  galling  this  is  to  that  proud  fpirit,  to  fee  tho 
keys  of  death  in  the  hand  of  our  blefi<id  Kinfman. 
,.  5«  This  is  not  all,  but  our  glorious  {Ledeeoaer,  in  arenjpng 
mat  qfiurrel,  he  lays  a  heavy  chain  upon  the  roaring  enemy, 
irbafhe  has  not  power  to  go  one  hair-^bteadth,  but  as  his  chain 
ia'  kogdMoed  er  ifaortened  by  the  controlling  and  invincible 
hani  oi  our  Redeemer.  We  are  told«  Jude  6.  that  he  has 
•ttoen,  Ttz.  the  fallen  angels,  ^'  referved  in  everlailihg  chains 
uodsT  darknefs,  unt^  the  judgement  of  the  great  day/^  The 
idrril  is  under  a  threefold  chain:  a  chain  of  fin,  under  the 
iMnouU  of  iniquity ;  and  the  bond  of  his  own  fin,  which  he  has 
^ot  on,  he  nerer  can  or  will  put  offi  fi  chsun  of  guilt  in  bis 
can^ence,  which  he  can  no  more  fbake  oiF,  than  he  can  ceafe 
to  be  'y  and  under  this  chain  he  ihakes  and  trembles,  carrying 
tiril  about  with  him  wherever  he  goes :  and  then  there  is  the 
^:baxa  of  infinite  power  exerted  by  the  Sop,  as  pur  Redeemer, 
the  man  of  €rod*8  right  band  \  he  binds  the  firong  man,  and 
^ils  hiflD  of  his  goods.  We  are  told  in  the  book  of  the  Re- 
irolation,  that  Ch rift  takes  him  and  binds  hi|n  a  thoufand  ycars^ 
lays  him  aader  a  reflraint,  that  he  cannot  do  the  mifchief  he 
voi^  be  at.  He  could  not  harm  Job  till  he  was  allowed ;  he. 
could  not  enter  into  t!ie  Gadarene  fwioe  without  his  allow* 
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ance.  And  with  what  eafc  did  Chrift,  even  when  in  a  ftatc  of 
humiliation^  by  a  word^fpeaking,  caft  him  out  of  the  fouls  ami 
bodies  of  men  ? 

6.  Chrift,  in  executing  vengeance  upon  Satan,  he  not  only 
by  the  power  of  his  word  brings  his  firong-holds  in  the  heart 
to  ruin  ;  but  he  takes  thefe  who  were  his  flaves  and  vafials 
from  under  his  power,  and  arms  them  with  his  truth,  as  a 
ihield  and  buckler,  whereby  they  make  war  againft  him  un- 
der Ghrift's  condu^,  as  their  leader  and  commander.  And  O 
-what  a  galling  vengeance  is  it  unto  that  proud  fpirit,  to  have 
thefe  who  were  his  bond-flaves  fighting  againft  him,  refifting 
him,  quenching  his  fiery  darts,  and  putting  him  to  the  flight  ! 

*  ^^nElefift  the  devil,''  fays  Chrift,  <*  and  he  will  flee  from  you." 

7.  Chrift,  in  avenging  of  our  quarrel,  not  only  conquers 
him,  and  binds  hioi,  and  wrefts  the  prey  out  of  his  hand  ;  but 
he  makes  a  fpeftacle  of  him,  and  of  all  his  legions.  Colof.  ii. 
15.  it  is  faid,  that  '<  he  made  a  ftiew  of  principalities  and 
powers."  Some  think  that  in  the  expreflion  there  is  an  alio* 
fion  unto  the  Roman  conguerors,  who,  in  their  triumph,  led 
their  enemies  along  in  diains,  as  trophies  of  their  vi&ory ;  fa 
dhrid,  in  his  very  crofs,  he  made  a  £bew  or  fpeftacle  of  prin« 
cipalities  and  powers  to  the  whole  world  of  fpirits,  the  good 
angels  looking  on  Satan  as.foiled  by  their  great  Lord  in  the 
Tiature  of  man.  O  what  a  vengeance  was  this  unto  Satan! 
how  gallirg  unto  the  proud  Lucifer  } 

8.  Chrift,  the  avenger  of  our  quarrel,  makes  as  it  were  a 
lane  and  road  between  heaven  and  earth,  by  his  own  afcenfioo, 
through  tl;e  very  territories  of  the  devil,  who  is  called  **  the 
prince  of  the  power  of  the  air."  When  Chrift  afcended  in  our 
nature,  he  went  through  the  air,  where  the  devil  hath  his 
principal  power,  and  twenty  thoufand  chariots  of  angels  at* 
tending  him  ;  and  through  that  fame  road  all  the  redeemed 
do  follow  tiim  at  death,  under  a  guard  of  angels.  And  O  how 
galling  is  it  unto  that  proud  fpirit,  to  fee  poor  believers  palEng 
fafely  through  his  territories,  to  take  poffeffion  of  thefe  thrones, 
that  were  vacated  by  his  fall,  and  the  fall  of  thefe  legions 
which  he  drew  with  him  \ 

9.  Our  glorious  Redeemer,  in  further  refentment  of  our 
quarrel  upon  Satan,  he  will  at  the  laft  day  make  the  poor  be- 
liever, who  was  once  under  his  power,  and  whom  he  many 
times  hara^ed  with  his  fiery  darts,  to  judge^nd  condemn  him: 
*'  Know  ye  not  that  the  faints  fliall  judge  angels?"  O  how 
galling  will  it  be  to  that  proud  fpiiit  to  ftand  at  the  bar,  and 
fee  the  believer  upon  the  bench,  efpecially  when  the  God  of 
peac^  ftiall  call  them  to  come  and  tread  him  under  their  feel, 
•  ,  for 
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for  the  many  injuries  that  he  did  to  God  and  them !  then 
•'  Avail  the  righteous  rejoice  whea  hefecth  the  vengeance.**. 
And  then,  to  conclude  this  head,  Chrifty  in  a  way  of  ven* 
geance,  will  (hut  up  the  devil  and  all  his  adherents^  in  that 
everlafting  fire,  that  he  hath  prepared  for  them.  "  Tophct 
18  ordained  of  old:  for  him  (the  kine  of  the  bottomlefs  pit) 
it  is  prepared  ;  the  pile  whereof  is  fire  and  much  wood^ 
and  the  breath  of  the  Lord,  like  a  (Irtam  of  brimftone,  doth 
kindle  it.*' 

10.  He  burns  his  galleries,  where  he  has  wilked  up  and  down ; 
"  The  earth  and  the  works  thereof  (liali  be  burnt  up,"  &c. 
And  this  much  for  the  third  thing. 

IV.  Tht  fourth  thinjf  was,  to  fpeak  a  little  of  the  day  of  ven- 
geance ^  or  of  the  flat  ed  time  of  the  Redeemer's  avenging  of  the  quar^ 
rel of  the  redeemed  Bu(  ttiis  qutih'.ii  is  much  pieventcd  by 
what  has  been  already  faid  :  only  fur  clearing  this,  know  that 
there  is  a  time  of  Chri(l*s  being  avengid  upon  him  in  his  own 
perfon,  and  a  time  of  his  taking  vengeanct  upon  him  in  hia 
members. 

Firfl^  I  fay,  there  are  fomc  fcafons  of  his  taking  vengeance 
upon  him  in  his  own  perfon.     As, 

-  I.  Upon  the  back  of  his  firft  fin,  when  that  proud  fpirit, 
fwelled  with  ambition,  attempted  th.  throne  of  heaven,  the 
'  Son  of  God,  armed  with  his  Father's  power  turned  him  and 
bis  apoftate  legions  down  from  heaven  to  hell :  2  Pet.  ii.  4« 
^  He  fpared  not  the  angels  that  finned,  but  did  call  them  down 
to  hell.** 

a.  The  day  of  Chrift's  incarnation  and  manifeftation  in  the 
fleih*  Ever  fince  the  fall  of  Adam  to  the  bitth  of  Chriil  not 
one  had  entered  this  world  without  the  devil's  livery  of  a  de- 
praved nature  upon  him,  being  enmity  againft  God ;  but  when 
Chrift  appeared,  the  prmce  of  this  world  had  nothing  in  him ; 
he  was  **  holy,  harmlefs,  undefiled,  and  feparate  from  finners.*" 
He  entered  the  field  of  this  world  wearing  the  white  livery  of 
original  righteoufnefs  \  and,  no  doubt,  by  thb  very  badge  the 
devil  would  know  him  to  Le  the  promifcd  feed  of  the  woman, 
that  was  to  bruife  his  head,  which  could  not  fail  to ilrike  him 
and  his  infernal  legions  with  fear  and  terror,  that  now  their 
kingdom  was  to  fall,  and  their  ufurped  empire  was  to  be  over* 
turned. 

3.  Another  day  of  vengeance  was  at  the  death  of  Chrift, 
when  through  death  he  was  deitroyed  \  death  was  his  own 
engine,  his  own  contrivance,  and  he  is  dtltroyed  by  his  own 
•  weapon. 

f^*  Another  day  is  the  day  of  the  laft  judgement ;  for  which 
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day  they  txt  faid  to  be  referved  in  chains  i  piaialy  intknating, 
that  wfaateTtrheil  of  itiif«ry  the  devil  be  in  already,  yet  there 
if  a  further  Teisgeaace  abiding  him  at  the  fecond  conniog  of 
Chrift. 

Secondfyi  I  fiiall  here  only  fubjoin  a  few  feafons  wheo 
Chrift  is  avenged  upon  this  enenay  in  his  members,  or  in  the 
redeemed. 

c.  The  vengeance  of  a  Redeemer  falls  upon  this  enemy  ia 
the  day  of  converfion  ;  for  then  the  Redeemer  by  the  power 
of  his  fovereign  grace,  pails  the  poor  Iamb  out  of  the  very 
jaws  of  the  Lioo  ;  the  foul  is  then  tranflated  out  of  the  power 
of  darknefs  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son ;  the  ftroog* 
holds  of  that  enemy,  which  he  had  reared  up  in  the  heart,  are 
ruined* 

2.  The  day  of  believing,  when  the  poor  fou|,  by  the  power 
of  the  Spirit  of  faith,  is  brought  to  iTct  to  its  feal  that<3odts 
true.  The  great  work  of  the  devil  is  to  flander  God  in  this 
world,  as  if  he  were  not  worthy  of  credit,  as  if  his  word  wem 
not  to  be  trufted ;  he  abode  not  in  the  truth  himCslf,  and  be 
cannot  endure  to  fee  any  man  or  woman  abiding  in  the  truth, 
or  adenting  to  it.  This  was  the  engine  ^Hiereby  he  ruined 
our  firft  parents :  at  Brft  he  brought  them  to  difcvedit  what 
God  had  faid  concerning  the  evil  and  danger  of  eating  the  for- 
bidden fruit :  Yea,  fays  he,  has  God  faid  fo  and  fo  unto  yoaf 
He  perfuadedthem  that  it  was  other  wife  than  God  had  fpokct, 
and  then  he  had  an  eafy  prey  of  them.  Thus,  I  fay,  it  is  Sa- 
tan's main  work  to  (lander  and  reproach  God,  as  if  he  were 
not  to  be  trufted.  Now,  when  a  poor  foul,  notwithftandiofC 
of  lill  his  arts  and  hdliih  fubtiities,  fets  to  its  feal  that  God  is 
true,  and  ventures  its  eternal  falvation  upon  the  veracity  of  a 
promifmg  God  in  Chrift  ;  what  can  be  nM}re  galling  and  tor- 
menting unto  that  enemy,  than  when  they  who  were  hisbond- 
ilaves  give  him  the  lie,  and  fubfcribe  unto  the  truth  of  God  in 
his  word  ? 

}•  The  renewed  aftings  of  faith  urder  ftrong  teiDptatton  is 
another  feafon  when  the  Redeemer's  vengeance  falls  upon  that 
enemy  ;  this  is  a  time  when  his  fiery  darts  are  quenched,  and 
ftiade  to  recoil  upon  himfclf  to  his  own  difgrace.  AndOhow 
doth  it  gladden  the  heart  of  the  great  Captain  of  faWatioii,  to 
iee  his  foldiers  acquitting  themfelves  fo  well  in  the  field  of 
battle  againft  his  deadly  enemy,  refifting  hrm  and  putting  him 
to  flight,  and  breaking  his  bows  of  ftcel  in  pieces  f 

4.  The  day  of  fpeciiil  nearncfs  and  accefs  to  God  in  his  or- 
dinances, when  the  poor  believer  is  pxivileged  to  ride  in  the 
chariot  of  the  wood  of  Lebanon  with  the  King,  brought  into 
his  banqueting'houfci  made  to  fit  down  under  his  £badow  vith 

great 
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Ettt  delight.  The  enemy  cs^nnot  tndnrt  to  fee  any  iiuioiaef 
(ween  God  atid  man :  hb  f,rczt  defij^ni  a€  firft,  was  to  make 
a  breach  i  and  when  he  feeB  the  breach  made  up,  and  God  and 
man  in  good  terms,  how  mdYt  he  grind  hta  teeth  for  vexation 
liE>  fee.  his  great  de&gn  baiHed  f  Then  it  ie  that  God  coirera  a 
table  to  his  people  m  the  prefence  of  their  enenvy,  the  enemy 
and  avenger  looking  on  with  ipite  and  vexation  of  (^pirit. 

5.  When  the  Redeemer  rides  in  ftatc  in  the  chariot  of  the 
g^fpel  thttmeh  a  I'atld)  when  he  *'  gives  forth  cimquering,  and 
to  conquer/  brhigs  ma)titiide«  of  (ouk  to  jiciA  themfehres  unto 
his  obedieiice,  this;  is  a  day  of  vengeance  upon  Satan  and  his 
kingdonS.  Luke  x.  17.  18.  wbeft  tht  (inrenty  difeipies  retumcd 
Arom  preacMng^the  gt^fpel  among  the. cities  of  Ifraei^  and  gave 
Chrift  an  account  of  t4ietr  fueceft  with  joyi  he  imoDcdtateif 
anfwers,  ^  I  bw  Satan  faU  tike  lighttiing  from  heaven.''  The 
difeipies  tvismphed  in  their  rafting  out  of  Safanfcom  thebodtes 
of  men;  :but  Chrift  fees,  and  rejoices  in  the  fall  of  the  devil 
from  the  intereft  he  tiiad  m  the  fouls  of  men,  which  ts  called 
his  power  ifl^  high  pl»ees,Eph^vi.  la. 

6.  The  day  Di%e)fr  in  hdnottrtible  teft^bnony  is  giiren  for  Chtift 
m  a  chnreh)  oraition^frpeopley  aigainft  evrors  and  blafpbemie^ 
that  the  devil  and  his  emi^rks  h^e  v<en«edr  to  the  davkenkig: 
of  the  Redeemer's  glory,  that  is  a  day  of  vengeance  upon  Satan, 
ttrot  is  one  of  the  main  pillars  of  his  kingdom,  and  one  of  his 
j^ncrpal  engines  for  hnrttng  the  kingdom  of  Chiift^  and  poi- 
fioDing  the  fouls  of  men  ;  now,  when  the  chorch  is  helped  to 
dtzvt  firtftly  to  the  truth,  and^  tabear  wknefe  unto  the  Redeem- 
eif^s  glcty,  (he  is  *<  ternMfas  an  ax^y  witb  bannerb"  unioSa^ 
call  and  hrs  emiifsties. 

7.  ITie  day  of  death,  trhen  the  poor  believer  is  guatded  to 
glory  through  his  principality,  by  fomeof  thefe  chariots  of  an*^ 
gels  which  aecompanied  Chrift  when  he  afcended  :  the  poor 
lidiever  then  mounts  up  to  heaven  quite  out  of  the  reach  e* 
Satati's  fiery  darts ;  and  this  cannot  fhon  to  toritient  '*  the  eoe« 
my  and  thcavctjgcr,"  as  Satan  is  ealkd|  Pfal.  viii.  2.  Thusyoa 
fee  what  is  the  day  of  vengeatoce. 

V.  Ttktjfjth  <hing  wa$,  W^M^uire  nvhy  fkirf  day  efven^^Ofict 
is /aid  to  he  in  the  Redeemer's  heart  ?  Unto  this  I  anfwcv  briefly 
in  thcfe  two  or  three  things.  Ihe  day  of  veftgeance  is  in  tnim 
htarU  it  impKes,  ^ 

1.  That  he  had  firmly  purpofed,  refolved  upon  it.  It  fs,  as 
if  he  had  faid^  among  the  irrcverfibie  decrees  of  H<aven,  Tha^ 

'the  head  of  the  old  ferpent  fhall  be  broken  by  the  feed  of  th« 
woman. 

2,  Jbis  in  mine  hearty  it  implies,  that  the  thoughts  of  it  were 
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a  pleafure  and  delight  unto  him.':  A9  Chriil  delighted  in  tiu 
habitable  parts  of  the  earth,  and  rejoiced  to  come  for  the  fal- 
vation  of  men  )  fo  at  the  time  he  rejoiced  to  take  vengeance 
upon  Satan,  and  ruin  his  kingdoMi  like  a  vi£);orious  and  invin^ 
cible  general,  he  delighted  to  whet  his  glittering  fword,  and 
to  render  vengeance  unto  his  enemies,  and  a  reward  unto 
thofe  that  hated  him,  and  refufcd  that  he  ihould  rule  over 
them. 

3«  //  is  in  mini  hearty  it  implies,  tha(  he  had  npt;  fcfrgot- 
ten  the  quarrel  he  had  with  Satau  and  his  ^prks ;  no,  noi 
As.  if  he  had  faid,  AUhough  it.  be  fooie  thoufands  of  years 
fined  faid  that  I  would  briiife  th^  head -of  that  ferpent ;  yet 
do  not  think  that  the  quatnel  is  forgotten,  no,  it  is  frcfhia 
my  mind.  Tit.  day.of  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart  /,  although  fen«» 
tence  be  not  fpeedily  exiecute,  yet  1  willj»e  about  with  himi 
and  when  I  go  to  work,  I  will  accomplifli  it  with  a.  vengeance 
indeed. 

4.  //  is  in  mine  hearty  it  implies,  that  the  ftated  time  qf  final 
Vengeance  lay  as  a  fecret  in  his  ovf n  breaft,  for  the  times  and 
feafons  he  hath  kept  in.  bis  own  ppwei;  $  only  this  we  know  in 
general,  the  time  will  come  when  he  fees  it  moft  for  his  own 
glory,  and  the  good  of  the  redeemed*    . «      . 

VI.  The  ftxth  thing  was,  the  Applicat%(,n  of  this  branch  of 
the  do£lrine.  Thcfirjl  ufe  fliall  be  by  way  of  Information  id 
thefe  following  particulars. 

I.  Hence  we  may  fee  a  beautiful  ray  of  the  fupreme  Deity 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  in  oppofition  to  that  damnable  error 
of  Arianifm  that  is  now  upon  the  field  in  the  church  of 
Scotland.  What  can  be  a  clearer  argument  for  proving  him 
to  be  the  fupren-.e,  felf-cxiitcnt,  independent  God,  than  this 
very  word  exprefled  by  him  in  my  text,  The  day  of  vengeance  is 
in  mine  heart  i  Vengeance  is  the  prerogative  of  God  alone: 
Rom.  xii.  19.  **  Vengeance  is  mine  ;  and  1  will  rep.iv  it,  faith 
the  Lord."  Would  ever  the  Son  of  God  invade  his  Father's 
prerogative,  if  he  were  not  the  fame  in  fubllance,  equal  in 
power  and  glory  with  his  eternal  Father  ?  They  who  dero- 
gate from  his  divine  glory,  as  if  he  were  not  the  fupreme  God, 
and  the  very  fame  God  numerically  with  the  Father,  they 
join  a  confederacy  with  the  powers  of  hell  againft  the  glo- 
rious Redeemer,  and  confequcntly  lay  themfelves  open  to  the 
fame  vengeance  that  ia  in  the  heart  of  the  Redeemer  againft 
Satan  and  all  his  works  ;  and  indead  of  getting  thanks  from 
the  Father  for  kiTening  the  glory  of  the  Son,  out  of  a  pretend- 
ed defign  of  magnifying  the  glory  of  the  Father,  they  expofc 
themfelves  to  the  vengeance  of  the  Father  as  well  as  of  the 
Z  Son> 
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8on  ;  for  it  is  the  will  of  the  Father,  **  That  all  men  fliould 
honour  the  Son,  as  they  honour  the  Father,"  with  the  fame 
tlegree  of  honour ;  and  the  Father  reckons  himfelf  difparaged 
when  dirt  is  caft  upon  the  face  of  his  Son  ;.  for  the  Father  de- 
clares, that  even  as  our  Mediator,  **  he  hath  given  him  a  name 
above  every  name,  that  at,  or  in,  the  name  ot  Jcfjus  evtrv  knee 
fiiould  bow,  and  every  tongue  might  conf  fh,  that  Jefus  Cirift 
is  the  Lord  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father."  And  I  would 
earneftly  recommend  it  unto  all  that  bear  a  hearty  love  unto 
the  Redemer,  and  his  caufe  and  kingdom,  that  the  y  may  make 
their  earneft  prayer  unto  God,  that  the  luKt  enfuing  ailcmbly 
may  be  guided  of  God  'to  giv^,a  faithful  and  honourable  ttfti- 
niony  unto  his  fupreme  Deity,  which  is  called  in.qucilion,  and 
to  pais  a  jttit  and  dcferved  cenfure  upon  that  notorious  blaf-* 
phemerof  the  King  of  kin^s«  and  Lpkd  of  lordsj  the  blefied 
aven|rer  of  our  blood* 

%.  See  from  this.  do£lrine  how  the  kindnefs  and  love  of  God 
t>ur  Saviour  toward  men  hatii  appeared.  Why^  here  is  the 
greateit  evidence  of  it  that  it  was  poflible  for  God  co-giye*,  wby» 
he  fends  his  own  Son  upon  an  expedition  to  this  lower  worlds 
arms  him  with  his  power  .and  authoiFity  as  our  R^edeemer,  to 
avenge  our  quarrel  upon  that  Apollyot^  the  decdver  and  de- 
ftroy^  pf  mankind ;  and  when  be  is  giving  hipi  his  commif- 
fion  to  bruife  the  fcrpent's  head,  h^  engages  that  his  arm^ 
Aould  be  ftrengthened  in  his  undtctaking,  and  that  he  would 
*^  beat  ilowo  his  foes  before  his  face,  and  plague  all  thofe  that 
hated  him,"  Ffal.  I^cxxis.  23*  OSirs,  if  we  could  but  lift  up 
the  eye  of  faith,  and  view  him  in  his  goings  forth  in  our  quar- 
rel, which  were  of  old,  from  everlafting,  if  we  could  but  be- 
hold him  in  his  marches  and  counter*  marches  in  the  purfuic 
of  our  enemy,  we  could  not  roifs  to  join  iffue  with  the  church, 
in  the  ift  yejrfe  of  this  chapter,  faying,  "  "V^ho  is  this  thaj 
cometh  froni  Edom,  with  dyed  gaxmf  ms  from  Bozrah  ?  this 
^hat  is  gloT'ous  in  his  apparel,  travelliiig  in  the  greatnefs  of  his 
^rength  ?"  O  Sirs,  will  you  but  behold  the  hue  and  colour  of 
his  garimcnts,  how  they  are  dyed  red  with  his  own  blood,,  and 
the  blood  otf  his  enemies  in  avenging  our  quarrel,  like  one  that 
treadeth  in  the  wine-fat,  and  fee  if  you  can  call  his  love  aii^l 
Jiindnefs  in  queition. 

3.  See  hence  how  much  we  that  are  called  Chriftians  are 
jobiiged  to  celebrate  the  memorials  of  his  death.  Why,  he 
^ied  in  the  refentment  of  our  quarrel,  and  in  avenging  us  of 
^\\x  enemy  that  had  ruined  and  deilroyed  us ;  in  bruiting  the 
head  of  the  ferpent,  he  had  the  heel  of  his  human  nature 
bruifed,  infomuch  that  his  very  blood  and  human  foul  was 
hiuifed  out  of  his  body  :  his  death,  as  it  was  a  fatisfa6lion  to 

Vol.  IL  3  O  juftice  \ 
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juftice ;  fo,  at  the  fame  time,  it  was  a  fatal  blow  given  to  &h 
tan's  kingdom  in  the  world  *,  it  was  a  co>ndemhing  of  fin,  that 
it  might  not  hare  the  power  to  condemn  us ;  it  was  a  tearing 
of  oar  debt  bond  unto  the  law  and  juftice  of  God,  whereby^ 
by  our  own  confent,  we  were  bound  over  unto  tbc  power  of 
fin  and  Satan  for  ^ver  and  ever.  O  then,  are  we  not  obliged 
%o  keep  up  the  memorials  of  his  death,  in  obedience  to  his  own 
command,  till  he  come  again  ? 

4.  See  hence  the  mifery  of  all  unbelieversi  and  why  they 
9re  condemned  already,  and  the  wrath  of  God  abides  on  then. 
Why,  the  reafon  is,  they  wUl  not  join  hands  with  the  Son  of 
God,  the  avenger  of  our  blood  ;  they  will  not  come  unto  him 
for  life,  but  will  ftill  cleave  unto  Satan,  and  join  with  him  ia 
jludying  to  make  Gkxi  a  liar ;  and  therefore  the  devil's  ven- 
geance muft  light  upon  them  t  hence  we  find  ^11  unbelievers^  who 
anrould  not  have  Chrtft,  to  rule  over  them,  herded  in  with  the 
lievil  and  his  angels  in  the.  final  fentence  of  the  h&  day, 
••  Depart  from  me,  yccurfcd,  into  ^verlafting  fire,  prepami. 
for  the  devil  atid  ms  angels.^  As  if  he  had  faid^  You  wouUi 
fiot  come  out  t>f  the  devil's  camp,  yeu  would  needs  work  Ui 
works  whidi  I  cam^  to  deftroy  }  and  now  therefore  you  diii^ 
drink  of  the  cup  of  his  vengeance  for  ever. 

5*  See  hence  the  happinefs  and  fafety  of  believers,  the  ifr 
4cemed  of  the  Jjord.  Why,  they  ^re  tender  the  proteAion  sIF 
the  great  Redeemer,  and  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  his  hdt 
^gainft  all  their  enemies,  vengeance  upon  Satan,  and  ven- 
geance upon  all  that  harm  them.  6hrs,  whatever  you  nuif 
Slink  of  it,  it  is  a  dangerous  thing  to  trouble  or  nnoleft  any 
that  have  the  image  of  Chrift  in  them  ;  why,  "  Their  Rc- 
detnmer  is  mighty,  the  Lord  of  ho(ts  is  his  name  ^"  and  he  has 
faid,  that  *^  it  is  a  righteous  thing  with  him  to  render  tribula- 
tion to  thefe  that  trouble  them  -^  he  (hall  be  "  reve;iled  from 
heaven  with  his  mighiy  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  ven- 
geance on*aU  them  ^hat  kqo^  not  God,  and  obey  not  the  got 
pel.'' 

*-  6.  See  hence  a  good  reafon  for  patience  under  ^11  the  afitiflion^ 
and  perlccuiions  of  a  prcfcnt  life.  Why,  believer,  Chriit  has 
taken  thy  quarrel  in  hand,  he  has  faid,  The  day  of  vengeanct  u 
in  mine,  heart*  Believers  have  good  reafon  to  pity,  and  prajf 
for  them  that  defpitefuHy  ufe  and  perfecutc  them ;  for  if  mer- 
cy do  not  prevent,  the  Redeemer*s  vengeance  will  inevitably 
purfue  them :  and  fure  I  am,  there  is  none  that  have  the  Spi- 
rit of  Jefus  in  them,  but  will* be  ready  to  fay  with  the  pro]^t 
Jeremiah,  when  fpeaking  pf  his  enemies,  and  when  he  faw 
^hc  wrath  that  was  coming  upon  tht;m,  "  1  have  not  dcfircd 
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\}»  trA  day,  O  Lord,  thou  knoweft ;''  bat  rathe?  that  they 
may  find  mercy  before  the  day  of  Tengeance  come. 

7*.  See  hence  one  great  reafon  why  Chrift's  viGts  are  fo 
fireet  and  acceptable  to  believers.  One  grand  reafon  is,  be* 
caufe  vhencTcr  he  comes  to  rifit  his  redeemed,  he  takes  ven* 
gcance  on  their  grand  enemy  Satan,  by  relieving  them  from 
the  oppreffion  of  fin,  which  is  (as  I  (i£d)  the  firft-born  of  the 
dcTiL  The  apoftie  John  tells  us,  <<  For  this  purpofe  the  Son 
of  God  waa  manifeited,  to  dsftroy  the  works  of  the  devil,'^ 
I  John  ttL  8.  And  if  jou  would  know  what  the  grand  work 
of  the  devil  is^  fee  ver.  5.  where  it  b  faid,  **  Te  know  that,  he 
was  manifeftcd  to  take  away  our  fins."  This  was  the  deiiga 
of  his  manifcftation  ill  the  flelh,  this  is  the  deGgn  of  his  mani* 
feftation  by  the  word,  and  this  is  the  defign  of  his  mantfefta* 
lion,  whether!  at  firft  convetfion,  or  in  his  after  vifits  and 
manifeftations.  Atld  therefore  it  is  no  wonder  though  a  poor 
believer,  groaning  under  the  body  of  fin,  or  under  the  tempta« 
tions  of  Satan,  cry  out  through  the  intenfenefs  of  his  dcfire^ 
**  O  whta  Wilt  thou  come  unto  me  !  O  that  I  knfew  where  I 
might  find  him  !  O  that  it  were  with  me  as  in  months  paft  V* 
Why,  it  is  no  vronder,  that  moment  that  the  Redeemer  fees 
his  foot  ox|  the  threfiiold  of  the  believer's  doors,  all  the  works 
of  the  devil  in  the  foul  of  the  believer,  whereby  he  is  burden* 
cd)  fall  down  like  Dagon  before  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  the  pre- 
jCnice  of  Chrift  by  his  Spirit  brings  immediate  relief* 

Many  other  inferences  might  be  made^  if  I  were  not  afraid 
of  time^     As^ 

1.  This  do£lrine  lets  us  fee  why  the  devils  cried  out  when 
they  faw  Chrift  even  in  the  ftate  of  humiliation,  faying^ 
*<  What  have  we  to  do  with  thee,  Jcfus  thou  Son  of  God  i 
art  thou  come  to  torment  us  before  our  time  ?"  Why,  the 
very  fight  of  Chrift  our  Redeemer  was  a  terror  to  them,  be- 
caufe  diey  knew  that  the  day  of  vengeance  was  in  his  heart 
mgainft  them. 

2.  See  hence  how  it  came  that  hell  and  earth  took  the  alattn 
Whenever  the  Son  of  God  appeared  upon  the  ftage  of  time  : 
PfaL  ii.  ^*  Why  did  the  Heathen  rage^  and  the  people  ima- 
gine a  vain  thing  ?  The  kings  of  the  earth  fet  themfelves,  and 
the  rulers  took  counfel  together,  againft  the  Lord,  and  his 
Meffiah.  Let  us  break  their  bands  afunder,  and  caft  away 
their  cords  from  us."  Why  was  there  fuch  a  commotion  upon 
the  earth  at  the  coming  of  Chrift  i  Why,  the  reafon  is  plain, 
die  day  of  vengeance  upon  Satan  and  upon  his  kingdom  in  the 
world  was  approaching.  You  know  if  a  foreign  enemy  enter 
within  the  confines  of  a  land,  the  king  and  all  his  fubjeds 
will  be  in  a  ftir,  every  man  fl^es  to  his  arms.    This  was  the 
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very  cafe,  the  devil  was  the  god  of  this  world,  and  the  World 
was  living  peaceably  under  hrs  government ;  Chrift  was  a  fo>* 
reign  enemy  come  to  invade  his  kingdom,  and  to  put  down 
the  devil  from  his  kirtgdom,  and  take  the  government  to  him- 
felf ;  and  therefore  the  devil  and  all  his  confederates  rage,  and 
take  the  alarm,  becaufe  one  was  come  who  had  vengeance  ia 
his  heart  againft  him  and  his  kingdom. 

3.  Sec  hence  the  myftcry  of  the  convcrGon  of  the  thieif  upon 
the  crofs,  to  whom  Chrift  faid,  "  To-day  (halt  thou  be  widi 
me  in  paradife."  Why,  Chrift  would  (hew  his  power  over 
the  devil  and  his  kingdom,  even  in  his  loweft  ftate  of  humilia- 
tion ;  when  he  was  bruifing  the  ferpent's  head,  at  the  expence 
of  the  bruifing  of  his  own  heel,  he  would  let  one  of  the  derirs 
prifoners  go  free,  and  fo  aflert  his  own  power  iti  fettmg  thtf 
captives  of  the  mighty  free,  and  delivering  the  prey  from  the 
terrible. 

4.  See  hence  the  feafon  why  the  day  of  a  finner's  convcrCoir 
3s  called  the  day  of  Chrift's power,  Pfal.  ex. 3.  ^*  Thy  people  (hall 
be  willing  in  the  day  of  thy  power."  The  reafon  is,  becaufe  ilf 
is  a  day  when  the  arm  of  the  Lord  is  revealed,  and  the  exceed- 
ing great  and  miy»hty  power  of  a  Redeemer  is  exerted,  in  tal- 
king vengeance  on  Satan,  and  liberating  the  foul  from  his  do^ 
minion.. 

5.  See  why  Chrift  is  faid  to  be  *'  given  for  a  leader  an* 
commander  unto  the  people."  Why,  the  reafon  is,  becaufe, 
as  Captain  of  the  Lord  of  hofts,  he  heads  all  the  redeemed  in 
their  warfare  agalnit  death,  fin,  and  the  world,  and  fights  all 
their  battles  for  them,  and  through  him  they  are  conquerors, 
yea,  more  than  conquerors. 

6.  See  hence  one  reafon  why  the  Old  Teftament  church 
longed  fo  much  for  the  coming  of  Chrift  in  the  fie(h  ;  Abra- 
ham rejoiced  to  fee  his  day  afar  oflF;  the  faints  exprefled  the 
greatefl  longings  for  his  coming.  Oil !  "  Till  the  day  break, 
and  the  (hadows  flee  away,  turn,  my  beloved,  and  be  thou  like 
a  roe."  Why,  the  reafon  why  they  longed  fo  much  for  this 
day,  was,  becaufe  they  faw  that  the  day  of  vengeance  was  co- 
ming, upon  Satan  and  his  works.  And  for  the  fame  reafon 
the  New  reftamcnt  church. long  for  his  coining  in  the  power 
of  his  Spirit,  and  his  fecond  coming  at  the  laft  day  ;  becaufe 
then  the  day  of  complete  redemption  will  come  from  fin,  Sa- 
tan>  unbelief,  enmity,  Atheifm,  and  every  thing  that  now 
creates  them  any  trouble.- 

7.  See  hence  a  good  reafon  for  that  command  to  *'  puteff 
the  unfruitful  works  of  darknefs,  and  to  put  on  the  armour 
of  light,"  arid  why  we  are  to  **  refift  even  unto  blood,  (iriviag 
ugainll  fin."  Why,  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  "  he  that  committcib 
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fin  is  of  the  devil,''  i  John  iii.  8.  \  that  is,  he  is  on  the  devira 
fide,  and  he  is  doing  his  drudgery  work,  and  the  vengeanc<t 
•f  a  Redeemer  is  to  come  upon  him  and  all  his  works,  and  all 
lus  fervants  who  work  his  work.  O  Sirs,  if  you  have  any 
dread  of  the  Redeemer's  vengeance,  if  you  have  any  love  to 
Chrift,  or  any  hatred  to  the  devil,  beware  of  fin ;  for  every  iin 
is  an  afiront  offered  to  Ghrift,  and  a  gratifying  the  devil,  and 
a  helping  up  with  his  kingdom  in  the  world. 

8.  See  from  this  doQrine  what  ground  we  have  to  look  out 
for  a  day  of  vengeance  to  be  faft  a-coming.  Why,  the  works 
of  the  devil,  which  Chrill  came  to  deftroy,  do  every  where 
abound  among  us,  fuch  as  Athcifm,  error,  ignorance,  unbe- 
lief, contempt  of  tlie  glorious  gofpel,  and  banennefs  under  it; 
curfing,  fwearing,  perjury,  blafphemy.  Sabbath- breaking,  mur- 
der, adulteries,  thefts,  robberies,  cheating,  lying.  Healing,  co- 
▼etoufnefs,  and  all  manner  of  iniquity  abounds  ;  thefe  are  the 
works  of  the  devil.  And  therefore  feeing  thefe  abound,  have 
we  not  reafon  to  fear,  left  vengeance  be  in  his  heart  againlt 
us? 

9.  See  hence  what  a  dangerous  thing  it  i^  to  hurt  the  fpoufe 
of  Ghrift,  to  do  any  injury  to  the  church.  Why,  the  ven- 
geance of  the  Lord,  the  vengeance  of  his  temple,  will  cer- 
tainly purfue  all  thefe  who  pollute  or  profane  his  temple.  Sa- 
tan is  at  this  day  fetching  a  ftroke  at  the  temple  of  God,  stri- 
king at  the  facred  conftitution  of  the  church  \  but  be  who  or 
irhat  they  will,  who  adventure  to  *•  defile  the  temple  of  God, 
them  will  God  deftroy,"  they  dra^^  on  the  Redeemer's  refent- 
ment  upon  themfeives. 

Thejfecond  ufe  may  be  of  Terror  to  all  that  are  in  the  devil's 
camp,  wearing  his  livery,  and  waging  war  under  his  colours 
^ainft  the  Son  of  God.  Wo  to  you  if  you  tarry  long  there^ 
for  the  heavy  vengeance  of  the  Redeemer  will  be  upon  you, 
if  you  do  not  quickly  make  your  efcape.  See  what  the  Lord 
fays  with  refpt£l  to  you,  Deut.  xxxii.  41.  "  If  1  whet  my 
glittering  fword,  and  mine  hand  take  hold  on  judgement ;  I 
will  render  vengeance  to  mine  enemies,  and  will  reward 
them  that  hate  me."  More  particularly,  1  will  tell  you  a  few 
forts  of  men  on  whom  the  day  of  vengeance  is  haftening. 

1.  Upon  wicked  and  ungodly  rulers  and  magiftrates  : 
Pfal.  Ixxvi.  12.  "  He  will  cut  off  the  fpirit  of  princes :  he  is 
terrible  to  the  kings  of  the  earths  He  ftrikes  through  kings 
in  the  day  of  his  wrath-,"  for  example,  Bclihazzar's  Mene 
Tekel  makes  his  joints  to  loofe,  and  his  knees  to  fmite  againft 
ether. 

?.  The  day  of  vengeance  will  be  upon  all  idol  (hcpherds,  un- 
faithful minifters  that  do  not  give  faichful  warping  from  his 
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month,  but  clap  the  heads,  and  ftrengthen  the  hadds  of  tbe 
turicked  in  a  waf  of  (in,  £2ek.  xxxiii.  8.  Zecbi^  xi.  1 7. 

3.  To  all  thefe  that  are  injurious  to  his  faithful  ambafla*, 
dors  in  the  difcharge  of  their  duty  and  commiffion  1  2  Chroiu 
xxxvi.  16.  **  They  mocked  the  niefl^ngers  of  God,  and  de** 
fpifed  his  words,  and  mifufed  his  prophets,  until  the  wratb 
of  the  Lord  arofe  againft  his  people,  till  there  was  Ho  rei* 
medy." 

4.  To  all  profaners  of  the  name  of  God :  **  Thau  (halt 
not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  Yain»**  They 
that  tear  his  natoe,  he  will  tear  them,  wheift  none  can  help 
them. 

5.  Upon  all  Sabbath^breakers,  who  look  upon  God's  day 
as  a  burden,  Amos  viii.  5.  *<  The  Lord  hath  fworn  by  the  cx^ 
cellency  of  Jacob,  that  he  will  tiot  forget  their  works  j  for  this 
the  land  (hall  tremble,  and  every  one  that  dwel}cth  therein  diall 
mourn.*' 

6.  Upon  all  that  are  undutiful  to  parents,  whether  nata* 
ral,  civil,  or  fpiritual :  "  The  eye  that  mocketh  at  his  father^ 
and  defpifeth  to  obey  his  mother,  the  ravens  of  the  valley 
(ball  pick  it  out,  and  the  young  eagles  (hall  eat  it.^'  All  that 
redft  lawful  magiftracy  in  their  lawful  commands,   Rom. 
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y.  Upon  all  that  are  guilty  of  (bedding  innocent  bloody 
murdering  theit  neighbour  in  a  fit  of  paffion,  or  dellroying 
the  fruits  of  their  own  bodies.  The  blood  of  Abel  cried  for 
vengeance  againft  his  brother  Cain  ;  and  God  has  ordaitied, 
that  "  whofoever  fheddcth  man's  blood,  by  man  fliall  his  blood 
be  (bed.*' 

8.  Upon  all  unclean  perfons  :  "  Whoremongers  and  adulter^ 
crs  God  will  judge.'*  The  darts  of  divine  vengeance  Oiall  (Irike 
through  the  liver  and  heart  of  the  linclean. 

9.  Upon  all  that  are  unjud  in  their  dealings  between  man 
and  man,  by  ftealing,  and  over-reaching  their  neighbour.  The 
broad  flying  roll  of  the  curfe  of  God  enters  into  the  houfe  of 
the  thief,  Zech.  v*  2 — 4. 

10.  All  perjured  perfons,  and  covenant-breakers,  whether 
national  or  pcrfonal :  •*  Shall  he  break  the  covenant  and 
cfcape  ?  1  will  fend  a  fword  to  avenge  the  quarrel  of  my  co- 
venant." 

1 1.  All  covetous  perfons,  who  are  difcontent  with  their  lot, 
and  envy  the  profperity  of  their  neighbours.  Vengeance  pur- 
fued  Ahab  for  coveting  N.iboth's  vineyard.  They  arc  idolaters 
in  God's  reckoning,  the  men  of  the  world,  whofe  portion  is 
in  this  life. 

All  that  wallow  in  fenfualtty,  fuch  as  drinking,  gluttony, 

<    and 
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and  revelling,  the  vengeance  of  a  Redeemer  will  purfae  them  : 
^  Their  God  is  their  belly,  and  their  end  is  deftruftion." 

Again,  upon  all  hypocrites  :  If.  xxxiii.  14.  ^^  The  Tinners  in 
Zion  are  afraid,  fearfulnefs  hath  furprifcd  the  hypocrites ;  who 
among  us  (haU  dwell  with  the  devouring  fire  ?  >a  ho  amongd 
QS  ih^  dwell  with  everlailing  burnings  ?'' 

Upon  all  that  continue  ia  ignorance  under  the  means  of 
knowledge :  **  He  that  made  them  will  not  have  mercy  on 
them,  and  be  that  formed  them  will  fliew  them  no  favour^^'  Iff 
xzvii.  II. 

Apoftates,  who,  after  a  profeflion,  fall  back  again  with 
*<  the  dog  to  his  vomit,  and  with  the  fow  to  her  wallowing  in 
the  mire*  Backflidert  in  heart  (hall  be  filled  with  their  own 
ways." 

All  who,  by  their  untender  walk,  grieve  and  offend  the  ge» 
fieration  of  the  righteous:  **  Wo  unto  the  world  becaufa 
of  offences :  but  wo  to  that  man  by  whom  the  offence  co^  . 
meth,  it  were  better  for  you  that  a  millftone  were  hanged 
about  your  neck,  and  that  you  were  cad  into  the  depth  of  the 
fea-** 

This  doftrine,  I  (ay,  fpeaks  terror  to  all  fuch,  bccaufe  they 
are  of  their  father  the  devil,  and  do  his  works ;  and  therefore 
the  vengeance  of  a  Redeemer  is  purfuing  them/ 1  (hould  have 
began  with  unbelievers,  who  do  not  obey  the  gofpel :  ^<  He 
wiU  come  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  upon  them,  be* 
^nfe  they  obey  not  the  gofpel ;  they  are  condemned  already, 
jbecaufe  they  have  not  ■believed  in  the  name  of  the  only  begot- 
ten Son  of  God.'' 

The  third  ufe  may  be  of  Confolaiion  to  all  the  redeemed  of 
the  Lord.  Has  Chrift  avenged  thy  quarrel  with  the  dying  of  • 
his  garments,  upon  Satan  thy  grand  enemy  ?  Has  he  for  thy 
'fake  invaded  his  kingdom,  9ain  his  firil-born,  wrefted  the  keys 
of  hell  and  death  out  of  his  hand,  loaded  him  with  chains, 
made  an  open  fpe£^acle  of  him  and  his  fellow- angels,  and  is  he 
^aihut  him  up  in  hell  for  ever,  and  all  on  thy  account  ?  Then 
iience  many  things  may  be  inferred  for  the  comfort  and  en- 
couragement of  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord. 
.  I,  Thy  kind  Kinfman,  the  avenger  of  thy  blood,  he  will 
iurcly  pay  thy  debt,  and  (land  between  thee  and  all  the  charges 
that  cifl^er  law,  or  confcie«ce,  or  juftice,  or  the  devil,  or  the 
world  has  againft  thee.  Would  he  ever  avenge  thy  blood  upr 
on  Satan,  and  yet  fuffer  thee  to  fink  under  the  char[!;e  of  thne 
]a«^  of  juftice  r  No,  no  ;  "  he  ftands  at  the  right-hand  of  the 
'poor,  to  fave  him  from  them  that  would  condemn  his  foul." 
And  therefore  thou  mayft  lift  up  thy  head  with  joy  and  bqld- 
jicfs,  faying,  "  Who  ca|i  lay  any  thing  to  my  charge  ?  It  is 
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God  that  Juftifieth  ;  who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is  Chrift 
that  died, '  &c.  Yea,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  fpoiled  princi- 
palities and  powers  en  the  crofs,  he  tore  the  hand-writing  that 
was  againft  thee,  nailing  it  to  his  crofs. 

2.  Here  is  comfort  againft  remaining  corruption  and  ia« 
dwelling  (in.  Perhaps  thou  art  crying,  "  O  wretched  roan 
that  I  am  T*  Well,  here  is  help  at  hand^  he  that  has  avenged 
thy  blood  on  Satan,  by  bruiting  his  head,  he  will  never  fufier 
his  work  to  (land  long  in  thy  foul ;  no,  no  ;  down  they  muft 
go,  all  his  ftrong- holds  (hall  go  to  ruin.  Art  thou  peftered 
with  the  prevaltncyxrf  nnbelief,  ay  turning  thee  away  from  the 
Kving  God  i  Weil,  the  Redeemer's  rcngeancc  will  deftroy 
that,  for  it  is  one  of  the  works  of  the  devil  i  he  is  ^^  the  Author 
and  Finifher  of  faith  ;"  and  therefore  be  muft  anfwer  his  name, 
and  fulfil  in  thee  the  whole  good  pleafure  of  hisgoodnefs,  and 
the  work  of  faith  with  |)Dwer.^  Art  thou  peftercd  withre- 
maining  enmity  ?  W^ll,  this  is  a  work  of  the  devil,  to  fill  the 
mind  of  man  with  enmity  and  prejudice  againft  God,  who  is 
love ;  and  therefore  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  his  heart 
againft  that  alfo :  he  has  already  (lain  the  enmity  on  God's 
part  by  his  blood,  and  be  will  (lay  the  enmity  pn  thy  part  niore 
and  more  by  his  Spirit;  and  as  he  carries  on  the  work  of  faith, 
he  will  alfo  carry  on  the  work  of  love  ;  for  faith  worketh  by 
iove  ;  and  the  Spirit  of  faith  is  alfo  a  fpirit  of  love.  .  Art  thott 
groaning  under  remaining  ignorance^  that  thou  cannot  wis 
to  more  knowledge  of  Chrift,  and  of  God  in  him,  more  knovf 
ledge  of  his  will  ?  Well,  this  is  a  work  of  the  devil,  his  king- 
dom is  a  kingdom  of  d^rknefs ;  and  the  Redeemer's  ven» 
geance  (hall  be  upon  it  alfo  ;  for  he  is  *'  the  true  light,  that 
lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  wx>rkl  j*'  and  as  he 
has  already  begun  to  fliine  into  thy  heart  by  the  light  of  the 
knowledge  of  his  glory ;  fo  thou  (lialt  find'  his  goings  forth 
prepared  as  the  morning,  and  thy  path  (hall  be  "  asthediining 
light,  which  fliineth  more  arid  more  unto  the  perfe£l  day."  Arc 
thou  burdened  with  the  kgality  of  thy  fpirit,  a  Itrong  inclina- 
tion to  reft  on  the  works  of  righteoulncfs  done  by  thee,  rather 
than  upon  Chrift  and  his  rightcoufnefs,  the  alone  foundation 
that  God  halh  laid  in  Zion  ?  Well,  here  is  comfort,  this  work 
of  the  devil  ihall  be  deftroyed  more  and  inoie  by  the  Avenger 
of  thy  blood,  "  The  fecret  of  the  Lord  is  with  rhem  that  fear 
hitti,  and  to  them  will  he  ihew  his  covenant."  He  will  more 
and  more  wean  thy  heart  from  the  way  of  works,  and  reconcile 
thee  more  and  more  unto  the  way  of  grace  through  Jcfus 
Ciirid  V  for  he  has  faid,  *^  That  grace  (hail  reign  through  righ- 
tcoufnefs unto  eternal  life,  by  Jefus  Chri(t  our  Lord."  In* 
vcrci,  not  to  multiply  pariicu!  '.rs,  whatever  (in  or  luft  ufurps 
1  the 
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ifec  thirone  of  Chrift  in  thy  heart,  doWn  it  fliall  go,'  fhc  Re- 
deemer's vengeance  (hnll  be  upon  it  \s  a  work  of  the  devil;  for 
he  has  (aid,  ^*  I  will  Cuhdae  their  iniquities:  From  all  idoU 
will  I  cleanfe  them.  Sin  ih  ill  not  have  dominion  over  you:  for 
yc  are  nbt  under  the  la\V,  but  under  grace'." 

3.  Is  Chrirt  the  Avcnjjer  of  thy  blood  upon  Satan  ?  Then 
furely  he  will  not  fufFer  that  enemy  continually  t  >  har'afs  thee 
with  his  fiery  darts  ;  no,  he  will  dill  this  enemy  and  avenger  ^ 
he  will  either  rebuke  the  tempter,  or  elfe  his  grace  (hili  be 
fufficient  for  thee,  and  his  ftrenij^th  (hail  be  fo  perfe£led  in  thy 
weaknefs,  that,  through  thy  God  aifilling  thee>  thou  fh^lc 
leap  over  his  walls,  and  break  his  bows  of  Iteel  in  pieces  ;  yea, 
hid  faithfulnefs  is  engaged  that  he  ^*  will  not  fufilT  tbee  to  * 
be  tempted  above  what  thou  art  able  to  bear,  but  with  thcr 
teniptation  will  provide  a  way  to  cfcape,  that  thou  mayft  be 
able  to  bear  it." 

4.  Art  thou  covered  with  the  dark  clouds  of  dcftrtion,  cry- 
ing,  "  O  that  I  knew  where  I  might  find  him  ?"  Here  is 
comfort,  he  that  has  avenged  thy  blood  upon  Satan,  he  will 
not  hifnfelf  keep, thee  long  in  torment  with  his  own  abfence  i 
**  he  will  not  contend  for  ^ver,  neither,  will  he  be  always 
wroth;  left  the  fpirit  fhould  fail  before  him,  and  the  foul 
which  he  has  made.  Weeping  may  endure  for  a  night,  but 
joy  cometh  in  the  morning.  For  a  fm^U  moment  have  i  for- 
faken  thee,  but  with  great  mercies  will  I  gather  thee.  In  a 
little  wrath  I  hid  my  face  from  thee,  for  a  moment ;  but. 
with  everlafting  kindnefs  will  I  have  mercy  on  thee,  faith  the 
liOrd  thy  Redeemer." 

5*  Here  is  comfort  againft  the  fears  of  apoftacy,  or  falling 
away,  to  the  reproach  of  religion,  and  the  ruin  of  thy  foul  for 
ever.  He  that  has  avenged  thy  blood,  and  pulled  thee  oat  o£ 
the  paw  of  that  enemy,  he  will  not  quit  thee  j  all  his  faints 
are  in  his  hand  ;  he  keeps  them  by  his  ppwef  through  faith. 
unto  falVation,  and  no  man,  no  devil,  fliall  jbe  able  to  pluck  ^ 
thee  out  of  his  hand-  And  therefore  thou  may  fing  and  fay, 
<^  Though!  fall,  I  fhall  arife;  for  the Lprd upholdeth me  wipli 
his  haiid.** 

6.  Here  IS  comfort,  he  |liat  has  avenged  thy  blood,  he  will 
luppljTtKy  WaritbJ  bolrf.iput ward  and  invyard.'  Would  he  ever 
da  id  rtiu'ch  forSli^'cfp^^  and  then  fuffcr  t{iee  to  llarve  ?  No, 
no;,**  My  Gpd  %4!r^fuppiy'  ail  ypur  need,  according  to  his 
ricKes"in  gloVy  by  Chrift  Jclus.**  ITiy  Kinfman  is  full  hand- 
ed, fit  doth  pot  want,  aiid  thou  (hall  want  nothing  that  is  good 
fof-^he^:  •     V     ' .     ' 

'7.  The  Avengei'bf  ihy  blood  wilF  take  care  of  thee  in, pub* 
lie  redings  ;  when  tlie  mountains  are  removcdi^  and  the  waters 
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<tf^f^  hof  Titteth  Qpon.  ^  floo4ss  and  h^  ^Ut.  m^kc  ^V  tbii# 
\vork  togejther  (qr  thy  good* 

8.  The  Avesger  of  thy  blood: wilt  pirjr  aiad  fjjrmps^tbizQ.vith 
tbj^e  ior  ^Mhy  ^idliona. 

9.  He  will  (IreDg^hi^.tbee  for:  thpyrorift  h^  Q»H»  th^  to» 
\^atever  we&to9&  be  ift  thec^  6»r  '<  h«  givetb  pow^  tp.ihe 

io»  Lqfiif,  V»  Ajrongcr  of  thjr  Wbod^  he  wUL  makf^  4w« 
vii$l:of'uHia  o¥er  <kathv.th€  h(b  eiMsnny :  '*  £>«Miiii  A^Mi  be  fwsil'^ 
loiiif^d'  lip  in  KifS^oryi"  He  has.  nmd^  thcs  gra¥«:  9  bi!)4}ofirftft» 
qt  p^iTage  U)  t^  Faibec'tt  h<Hftfeafwl;kitigfton^  9iiil:hA  btm(«U 
'^il.c9»y)  tfa^Q  tbrougb  Jordan;  smd  tbfift^QVQ  tbov. mayft  hf 
in  f^ith,  *^Th«  God  i&  otm  God  fer>orAB  2iid:«ta.t'«odb0' 
WiU  b^Q^l^8*^td<^efQll  VDtp  deaUK*^ 


•  I^.  huii*  4«'««^0v>  itedafof  vengeattcti.  h  httmmi  igat^  ^mrA  li^ 

7»£  ItOUBiTlf,  SBRMClN  GVk  THf3  TBXT* 

TT^.  fourth  ufe  (hall  be  of  Exhortathn.  Is  it  fo  that  tbc 
day  of  vengeance  was,  and  Hitl  is,  in  the  heait  oCout- 
glorious  Redeemer  ?  has  he  avenged  our  quarrel  upon  the  old 
ferpcnt, by bruifinghis headland  ruiniog  his  ufurped  kiu^dom 
and  domiiiiop  ?     Then, 

Pif^i  In.  the  name  of  out  kind  Kinfm^n,  the  glorious  Avcn* 
ger  of  our  blood,  I  proclaim  liberty  to  all  the  vaflals  of.belli 
to  all  the  prifoners of  the  prince  of  darkn.pfs.  Q  Sirs.,. the.  de- 
vil he  has  made  pfifbhers  of  the  whole  family  ofi  Adaro ;  be- 
caufe  we  rebelled  againfl;  the  words  oi  Gpd|  and  cont^unoed 
the  counftl  of  the-  Moll  High,  therefore  we  are  made  tq  fit  in 
darknefs  and.  the  ihadow  of  deathi;bou|id^{^^man;^Qlcd;by  the 
god  of  this  ^orid,  with  this  cords  of  our  o^vn  inlqi^ity  a^.with 
fetters  of  iron  :  but  I  bring  you  glad  tidingfi  of  grcft^t  joy,  oiit 
Goel,  our  Redeemer  and  Avenger,  he  h^s  ^iqken  i^^tb^  dc- 
vifs  prifon,  he  Kas  broken  the  gatfcs  ot  brafs,, and^CH^  jj^e  Kul 
of  iron  in  (under:  and  he  comes  aqd  cries  to  his  pilfoow  lo 
iomefortbf  to  them  that  fit  indarkncfi,  ^env  yourjelveu  And 
therefore  we>  as  the  heralds  of,  this  great  Kiin^.w^ich*  h^s'the 
armies  which  are  in  heaven  following  him,  and  wh^fet  nam^ 
'  ia 
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is  ^Arrktten  upontiis  thigh  and  veClure,  ^  The  Kr>^(;'of  k4»g^^ 
Mid  Lbttb'df  lol'dss"'  Ilay^  we,  ae  Kbralds  fetit  for^h  in  hffe 
tiamey  pHrodaita  the  ycatof  jiibHce  unto  yini,  'thfc  ycttri)f  te- 
tetkfetihd  fret^d^m  ffom  yoiur  bond^  andtaptiv^ry  ulit6  thfe 
«n(E!my.  The  Sen  'of  God  makes  ]reu  fireei  ^tkd  tlhei^efefe  bt 
yt  ftce  indeed :  he  «  pWclafms  Bbertf  to  »he  cap'tivcsj'tfftd'thfe 
«»t>entng  of  tfie  ^foa  to  them  diat  ate^und  ^'^  liberty  bbra 
^t  ^It^f  fin»  tfcaft  k  may  not  condemn  ;  liberty  from  !Che 
poNr^  ef  fin,  thutlt  may  not  reign  in  ydur  mo'rtalbddiea;  lt^«- 
ty  from  the  filth  and ^filement  of  fin,  tfnft  it  ttidy  Yiot  €Mlru6l: 
ftHoMrAiip'beV\0^en  Ood  attd  yo^\  liberty  from  ttie  la^  as  a 
i:ovetHim5  Am  it  ftniM  not  Kare  p<y#eT  toxOftdemti  yott  ;  liber* 
ty  from  the  po^et  -of  f>eath  'slUB,  Mik  'jgn^,  that  it  ihay  not 
Ring  you;  or  hfcve  the  Tiaory  otct  yoii ;  liberty  from  'thlis  pre- 
Tent  evil  WotiAj  f!hat  it  may  iiet  fnAnfre  you  ;  liberty  ftt>m  M 
y^retieiil^ies,  that  ycfti  mayfttip^  the  Lord  without  Tetir)  i*it 
holinefs  and  righteoufnefs  all  the  days  of  your  lives.  O  Sirsv 
I  procMm  this  «tceptable  yeat  of  Uh^ty  and  relddife  ^ui 
ea^tvity  td  M  tbefe  tntemies  lihto  y(m.  '0>  for  the  Lo^d'ft 
fiSfe,  teeept  of  the  Kberty  ^that  your  KUinftiA  MiA  Avtnj^r  «( 
yoiHr  Uobd  ptoctaims  to  you  his^ldnslFofk. 

Thheachortaiion  fendcidllo  acteept'of  liberty  froAi  the  j^wer 
tk  ^atkhefs,  from  ih6  dom^ibn  itf  Sratan  ttie  prince  of  daricne^^ 
hiis  ftsoh  a  t^arm  vnAi  it  to  ererjr  rational  and  thSnkinIg  'per foh^ 
ttwt<5nt  would  thinlc  there  needed  ho  motives  or  afrguhteiHs 
to  p^rfiiade  people  tb  fall  in  with  it.  PMk  that  are  in  lil^d 
tt^pdriA  bondage  and  thraMom  wiH  t)tarchafe their  l&cfrty  Wth 
the  Moft  valua^jfe  things  they  have  in  a  #ofrld  ;  and  they  WW* 
are  iti  poiTeffion  of  their  liberty,  willij^eM  hot  only  fhe^f  c^HtH 
ttttd  fimftance,  bat  their  very  Wood  ill  fhfe  maintfefhahct  ***<! 
defente  thereof ;  folk  >wtH  quit  theftr  Hires  tather  than  give 
xm  cfve;n  their  temporal  liberty.  Wlio  doiibts  but  if  t  company 
m  men  were  Bmt  up  in  a  priTon  by  their  pfoWctf m1  enemy,  who 
dcfigns  thehr  deaths  if  one  mote  po#e¥ftil  thould  ceMe  and 
^Ynjuifli  him,  and  break  up  the  ptifon  Aoors,  and  call  the  pri* 
Ibntets  to  go  free  ;  I  fay,  who  doubts  but,  in  that  cafe,  evtry 
vrifbner  would  make  his  tfcape,  evety  one  Would  irun  out  of 
ptifoti  faftef  than  another  f  But,  Sir^,  akhough  this  liberty 
that  out  Kiufman  proclaims  utito  us  be  infinitely  more  valuable 
^iin  all  the  temporal  liberties  of  the  world ;  yet  fad  eipetieoce 
lets  us  knoWf  ttiat  the  greater  part  of  the  hearers  oi  the  gofpeU 
to  whom  the  Lord's  jubilee  and  year  of  freedom  is  proclaimed^ 
they  choofe  rather  to  be  the  devil's  bond-men,  and  to  continue 
tmder  the  bonds  of  iniquity  thlt  he  ha^  wreathed  about  therhi 
t]xan  to  accept  of  this  glorious  liberty  that  I  am  fpeakin^  oft 
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Satan  hasfo  bewitched  and  intoxicate  them  with  flnj  that  ihty 
lie  (iill  in  (he  devil's  fetters,  as  if  their  bondage  were  perfed 
freedom  and  liberty,  and  never  reckon  themfi^ves  at  libertf^ 
unlefs  they  be  *^  walking  according  to  the  courfe  of  the  wodd, 
according  to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  fpirii;  that 
xinw  worketh  in  the  children  of  difobedienc^/'  And  there- 
fore, {  fay,  though  one  would  think  men  needed  no  motive  to 
prrfuade  them  to  accept  pf  liberty  ^  yet  fuch  is  the  backward- 
Deft,  of  the  heart , of  mjan,  through  .the  power  that  Satan 
and  fijn  has  upon  ,t];k|qm^  th^t  we  mud  liot  only  proclaim 
Iibert-y:to  them,  but  we  muflifufe  arguments  to  perfiaade  them 
to  it :  and 'therefore  ;allow  mc^  in  the  name  pf  our  kind  Friend 
and  Avenger,  to  befpeak ■  you  in, ' a  rational  way;  forwe^are 
dealing 'Vfith  men. find  wopea  that  mud  be  ^'-^rawn.with  the 
cprijs  of  Ipye,  an4.  the.baiijds  of  a  man.'!  .O  that  God  .by,hi5 
Spirit  may. !K)tb  perfuade  and-enable  ypu,  to  comply  wiih  ,thc 

<»11-  ^  •      .  ■•■     "  -.  .  ...  :.,,   .■•',"'  ■    :•     '        •■.^;- 

Mot'fvi  X  Wil!  you.fohfidef  the  evil -and  danger  oif  tliat  l^n- 
dage  and  captivity  you -are  under.  ,  It  is  the  nioft  .coq[ifor|Je& 
captivity;  no  comfort  in  it^C:  pit  of /ip,  which  is- the  devil's  pri- 
fon,  therefore  called^  a  **  a  pit  whe:jrein  there.is  no  watcr,J^ 
Zech.  ix.  ij.  Indeed  Satan,  he  promife^.pleafure,  pro6t|'and 
cpmfprt,  in  the  way  of  fin,  and  in  hls.ferv.i|ce  ;  but,  alas  i  it  is 
but  like  the  crackling  of  thorns  under  a:pot,  or  like  a  glafs  aF 
iweet  poifon,  which  fo  foon  as  it  is  fwallowed  down,  it  is  like 
the  gall  of  afps  in  the  bowels :  "  There  is  no  peace,  faith  my 
God,  to  the  wicked."  The  bondage  thou  ^rt  under,  O  finncr, 
it  is  s^  wcarifome  bondage  ;  finners  are  laid  to  "  weary  thon- 
lelves  to  commit  iniquity."  Many  a  wcarifome  day  ha$  the 
finner  in  the  devil's  fcrvice ;  he  leads  them -about,  as  it  were, 
St>  a  chain,  and  makes  t^em  to  drudge  in  gratifying  this,  and 
that,  and  the  other  lud.  It  is  a  difgraceful  bondage  to  be  the 
devil's  drudge,  who  is  himfelf  "  refcrved  in.  chains  under  dark- 
iief«,  unto  the  judgement  of  the  great  day."  Oh  who  would 
choofe  to  ftrvc,  and  to  be  fervant  unto  that  chained  roaring  lionl 
It  is  the  moil  cruel  bondage  that  ever  was ;  this  enemy  and 
nvenger,  he  handles  poor  creatures  that  are  under  his  power, 
in  the  molt  barbarous  manner,  torturing  both  foul  and  body; 
you  have  an  emblem  pf  his  cruelty,  in  .that  poor  man,  Mark 
V.  2.  5.  and  Luke  viii  27.  It  is  a  terrible  bondage,  there  they 
are  faid  to  dwell  in  darknefs,  and  in  the  regions  of  the  ihadow 
of  death,  wjicre  there  is  nothing  but  horror  and  terror,  a  ter- 
ror to  themfelves,  and  to  others  round  about  them.  O  Sirs, 
who  would  not  accept  of  liberty  from  fuch  a  captivity  and 
bondage? 

Mot.  2.  By  way  of  motive,  will  you  confider  "what  kind  of 

freedom 
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freedom,  and  liberty  the:Son  pf  God|  the  Avenger^ of  our. 
blpodV  offers  and  prefents  you  with;  it  is  a  liberty  never 
enough  to  be  wondered  at,  ihat  ever  the  Son  of  God  (hould 
have  taken  pur  naturci  a  nature  inferior,  to  that  of  angels,  in 
pjrder  to  his  having  the  right  of  redemption  as  our  Kinfman 
and;  Ayenger*  >Rrho  had  violate  the  lav,  trampled  upon  the  au- 
thority of  his  Father  V  ^)at  he  (hoiild  come  .from  Edom  and 
Bozr^. flying  his  garinei}{6;with  his  own  blood,  and  the  blood 
of  bis^nefnies,  ih  otder  to  our  releafe.  <  Oh»  4nay..wc  not  cry 
out  with  admiration,  as  the  church  ^otlv  in  the  id  verfc^ 
".  Who  is  this  that  compch  V-  Qwh'o  woixW-cver  thought  that 
he  ivouldhavc  und^rtivkeia  fachian  expedition,  on  our  bchaJi  f 
And  then  will  youconfider,  th^t:thts  Jiberty;we^rocIaio).,tQ 
ypUy.it  was  purchafcrd  with  a  great fu mi  as^tl^t  captain  faid» 
A^3  nii*  aH.  >*  With  a-great  fum-chtainei*!  this frcedonK** 
It  coft  our  Kinfman* dear/  aot  filvet  a^d'  gdld;  'but  the  very 
blood  of  his  he^rt.^  It  .4s  the  mod  real  .freedom;  it!  is  not  an 
imBginary  thinj^  no^  ^^  If  the  Son  make  you  free,- you  (hall  be 
free  indeed/'    .It  is  a  glorious  freedom  .;i^oufhall  be;prefcrred 
unto  the  glorious  liberty  of r  the  childrrnolGxnly  you  (hall  he 
ieUow.-ifeirif  with  the  gcncT^laffemWytyf:  the  foil- born,  who 
arc  ai^htir^  of  God|  joint-heirs  with  Chrift.     And  your  li^ 
ber^y  ihall.not  la(l  ior  a  dayi  a  year,  or  a  a  age,  but  it  fhali  Mi 
fbrever;  you  ihall  havf^  a:fin9.1:di&.harge  and:  maitumiiTionj 
nekher  fin  nor.S^tan  ih^lwy  more  have  dominion  over  you, 
ifjou  wilKacccpt  of  this,  liberty  thatour  Kinfhian  and  Aven- 
ger .of  our  blooci  offck'&. and  prochims .to. you*  .  .Indeed  Satan 
and  fin  may  tempt  you,,  awl;  rnder^vour  .to  r^educe  you  under 
your  fprpic  ^  flaijcryy  hut  tlvy  (hall  never  be  able,  ho- man*  no 
<}eyii«  ih^U.t^cr  jbe  able  to  .pluck  .you  out  of  the  hand.s  of  out 
KiuXtnaiVf->yP.U>^all  be  kept  by>the  puwer  of  God  thioi^b 
fait})rt|n,tp  falvi^tjipi\.;  Q  Sir^,,(hall'not  fuHi  a  liberty  be  greedirly 
sur^cpteji;/  Upt^aUl:  (hall  only  add,  that  although  the  Son  of 
-Gociipaid  de?r  {or  this  liberty  thiat  hci  proclaims  to  .you,  yet 
yotf  have  it  U)X  i)othing  ;  Vfp  term»»  no  hard  condition  required 
of  you,  only  a<:c<pt  pf  freedomj.sfod.you  (hall,  be  free  indeed : 
no  money,  hppifice,  only  go  forth. 

^0/.  3;  AJon  rider,  -Sirs,  that  the  devil  he  has  nolaw-right  to 
detaiin  you  ,ip  his  captivity  }.b.e  loft  hiSu right  when  juliice  was 
fatisfied  by  the  blood  .of  our  Kinfman.  What  right  has  rhe 
jailor  to  keep  a  perfon  in  prifon  when  the  judge  is  fatisBed  by 
a  friend,  and  the  debt  completely  paid  i<>  the  creditor  ?  So 
that  it  is  wrongous  impTifonmcnt^  efprcially  alter  the  King's 
proclamation  of  libeity  is  iliued  out.  Jiut  1  will  tell  you  more, 
the  devil,  as  he  has  no  right,  fo  he  has  no  power  to  detain  you 
prifoners  or  captives  againft  your  own  will.    Indeed  the  devil 


has  blinded  the  underftanding,  and  fo  fXcrverved  t^  5»4H,  tint 
they  are  volunteers  in  hie  fervicei  thkj  wiUiifgljr  walk  after 
his  commandment ;  but  the  devil  cm  ferce  tio 'mam's  will ;  if 
once  jon  were  but  willing,  hearaly  wSIing)  to  be  libtipave  from 
Satan's  bondage,  the  buhnefa  were  done.  O  Sirs^  put  jtnx 
wills  in  the  hand  of  oor  Kinfm^ais  >tha^  ^^cording  to  his  pro- 
imfe,  he  may  make  you  willing  in  Ihc  dfaf  of  hts  powter.  Bee 
O  what  encoaragement  is  it  to  jwx  t<»  accept  <»f  freetl6flfi|  that 
die  devil  has  neither  righfc  nor  powev  to  detain  you  bis  prifen^ 
CTS  contwry  tt)  your  «wii  wiH ! 

Af«^  4«  By  acceparmg'of  this  libeity,  yon  will  make  glad  the 
heavt  of  Chrift,  and'tnadoe  wlt  Kinfinan  'fee  ^e  tratel  tsf  hi& 
foul;  >  Her  Jtnveilai :  in  ifotl  in  otdtt  t^"  obtaiin  out*  freedom 
fimn  the  power  of  fin  and^Satan  Vytfa^'he  travelled  (ilt  hit 
fotti  was^xceeding  forrbwfui-even  tinto  death':  O  !"WtlI  yoH 
yon  be  fo:unki6d,  after  ail  ImA  havd  and  (bfe  tva'icl,  «^  to  deiiy 
liim  that  &tig&i£iion. which  he  defires  fd  much,  namely  id  fee 

Jbu  fairlyfrced  itom^  the  hands  of  Satan  ?  AAd,  on  thie  <6idii!t 
andy^it  will  4fiibnt  him^  it  will  grievebim  to  Ihe  hMrt;if  fm 
remain  in  your  chainstimder  the'  po^W^r  of-Satan'^  iieftrfing  M 
be  delivered  from  the  power  of  that  enemy,  after  hfc  ha)  iiwn- 
.did  his  kingdom,  and  deftroyed  him- ihrbxigh  his  owh  4e2ith» 
O  how  did  tie  weep,  over  Jemfali'mj  whd  fcFufed  the  relkf 
and  freedom  that  he  proelaimed'^td  (hem  in  the  days  6f  hif 
flelb  !  he  faid  with  cearS)  ^^  O  ttoi  thoiu,  even  'thou>  in  tMl 
thy  day,  hadd  known  the  things  wluch  beloivgunto  thy  peace'. 
He  would  have  gathered  them,  as  the  ben  gathers  her  brdod 
under  her  wings,  but  they  would  not."  :• 

Mot.  5,  You  win  gratify  tiM  devil,  if  you  rcjeft  tMs offered 
liberty,  and  give  him  an  dccdfionof  infultingovettHirgloHDUS 
Redeemer,  as  if  his  bondage  weVe  better  thah  Chrift^  liberty 
that  he  has  been  at  fo  mu<h  coft  to  purchafe  Afrd  O,  cm 
you  find  in  your  hearts  to  furnifh  that  enemy  with  an  6ppo^ 
tuntty  of  upbraiding  out*  gk)l:ipus  Redeemer  t  But,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  ypu  accept  of  this  JSjetty  =and  freedom  which 
Chriil  offers  you,  it  will  gal)  the  enemy  at  the  very  heart ;  for, 
as  I  was  faying  in  the  doSrinal  part,  it  is  a  day  of  galling  ven- 
geance unto  Satan,  when  he  (tcis  a  poor  creature  going  out  of 
his  prifon,  and  going  in  to  Chriil*s  ifde.  So  then,  WouW  you 
.  do  the  devil  a  4if-fervi<:e  ((  afn  fure  you  owe  him  no{hing)i 
then  accept  of  the  freedom  and  liberty  which  orur  glorious 
Avenger  purchafed  with  his  bipod,  and  proclaims  to  every  one 
of  you  in  this  glorious  gofpeL 

I'o  all  which  I  iliaJi  only  add^  that  if  you  do  not,  your  rnid 
is  of  yourfelves,  and  your  blood  Oiall  be  upon  your  own  head. 
Ohow  jult  will  your  condemnation  be,  who  had  liberty  in 

Your 
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Siuc  9&f^  and  yet  choafed  rs^r  v>:  comkitte  in  dte  deViPa 
ains !  Surety  your  bonds  cannot  nufe  to.  he  made  ftrotigcr^ 
affi  joujc  cQndeautiond^ll  be  cn«i^  juft  than  that  of  the  deiril 
hfmv4(i  ^oc  the,  devil  a/evcr  bad  libf rty  pffurod  ^oi}  odicv* 
wiiA  he.  would  accent  olF  it  with  all  hia  hea^rt ;  but  for  fiimei a 
under  Ai/c  drop  of  the  gofpel,  they  bad  )]ie»  liberty,  aod-iabra- 
lion  pcodaimed  to  them^  and  vet  preferred  dcatib  to  Ufe^faon- 
dago  to.Ub«rty>  damaation  to  ulvation. 

QbjeS.  You  prcfs.  tt$  to  accept  o£  liberty  from  Sitan't  bonf- 
dage;.  but  what  if  Chrilt  never  de(igned  or  decreed  that  Hbextj 
foe  ovBj.  i£  I  be  not  among  the  eled  I  Qiall  sever  get  fros  c£ 
rtxf.  bondage*  Anfw.  This  objediqa  is  juft  one  of  the  wileai 
that  the  devil  makea  ufe  of  to  difliiade  finnera  from  attemptias 
to  get  free  o£  hie  £ervice.  and  domiaioa ;  k  19^  a  mese  fiDphife*. 
and  when  it  is  li^tiy  confideredi  ic  i^iaa  weak  ae  watier :  £ot  k. 
is  jufi  all  one  as  if  a.oompany  of  prjj(!aMra  lying  under  £ni«* 
fence  of  deathi  when  their  prifpo-'diM)i;s,are<4)ened^  thetflrjailoto , 
bnundi  UQck  and  heel>  and  the  kind's  pix>ckunalioil  intimate  ta 
tbci  ptiConpra  to  come  £or,th ;  I  (ay  1.  it  ia  j|i)ft  a$  if  the  prt&ners^ 
iu  this  ca(e#  (hould.  begiia  to*  &y,.Tbo.t^  the  piifoifti  be  opened^ 
and  the  king's  proclamation  read  in  on?  hearing ;  yet  we  da 
iVQtknQw.  iTtlie  king  has  an.  intention  or  defign  in  hi*  heart 
tbait  we  (hould  take  the  advantage  and  make  qui  ekape^^we 
do  not  know  if  he  intends  that  we  fhould  lie  conbunttlpritwfr^ 
ers ;  and  therefore  we  will  juft  lie  ftill  where  we  are.  Who 
would  not  reckon  the  prifoners  a  company  of  madmen  who 
would  argue  at  fuch  a  rate  ?  Why^^  how  is  the  king's  mind  to 
be  known  but  by  his  overt  z€t  or  proclamation  ?  So  here  the 
devil  tells  you,  that  you  need  not  accept  of  liberty  from  fin 
and  Satan,  becaufe  yo.u  do  not  know  if  Chrrft  has  defigncd 
thia  liberty  for  you.  Why,  how  (hall  you  ever  know  the  nund 
of  Chrift  but  by  his  word,  his  proclanration  of  grace,  which 
18  the  verv  pidure  <>f  his  thoughta^and  defigns  ?  O  Sirs,  look 
ay  into  the  heart  of  God,  and  the  defigns  of  God  by  his 
words  of  grace,  his  adis  of  grace,  his  proclamations  of  grace  ; 
and  if  you  dq^you  fhail  find  nothing  but  grace  and  love,  and 
mercy  in  his  heart  to  you :  but  if  you  will  take  the  devil's  way^ 
and  look  to  God's  heart  and  fecret  thoughts,  without  looking 
tOifaie  wcnda^and  believing  what  he  fpeaks  to  you,  there  is^oo 
heip'  fbr  it,:  yott  ihali  peri(h  with  the  <ievi]. 
;  ..Q^^^^.You.bidus  accept  offtcedom  from Satan'5  bond^;' 
ImH^ai-OUf  bands-  ap&fo  ftrong  that  we  have  no  power  ri 
fbaketlhcfkoff^  or  acioept  of  this  liberty;  Ahpa^,  The  (jueftio^ 
between  €hr^  atnd  you:  16  not.  Are  you  able  to -quit  tKrde* 
1rira:bcnida|p!and<llavery  ?  3ut  the  ^eftion  is,  Are  you  wiU. 
......      ..        :.:;.. -^     :.    •     ■    ■  ing?' 
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Mig  ?  And  if  you  be  but  willing  to'  bcmadc  free,  all  the  devil*" 
in  hell  cannot  detain'  you,  •         • 

ObjeB.  There  indeed  lies  the  ftrefs  of  the  matter,  my.  will 
has  got  fuch  a  woful  caft/  that  I  cannot  get  it  bended  toward 
this  ofTered  freedom.  Anfw^  If  the  iron  finew  of^  the  obftinatc 
will  be  too  (trong  for  thee  to  bend,  put  itin  the  hand  of  <3inft 
thybldfled  Kinfman,  that  he  may  do  the  work  for  thee,  "  Thy 
people  (hail  be  willingneffes  in  the  day  of  thy  power,"  And  O  it 
is  a  fweet  evidence  of  a  foul  already  made  wiliing,  that  he  is 
groaning  under  the  fenfe  of  the  backwardnefs  of  his  heart  to 
yield  to  the  call  of  Chrift.  And  for  your  encourageoient  to 
put  your  obftinatc  will  in  his  hand,  you  have  him  bound  by 
promife  to  do  the  work^  even  to  take  away  the  ftony  heart, 
and  to  give  the  heart  of  'flefli,  that  is,  to  mafter  the  enmity 
and  obltinacy  of- the  heart  and  will  againft  him  :  O  plead  the 
promife^  believe  the  promife,  put  him  to  his  word,  and  par- 
fue  him  upon  his  word  before  a  throne  and  court  of  grace  ;  iat 
he  never  faid  nay  to  anerfon  that  took  this  method.  And  then 
it  is  the  pleaflire  of  Chrift' to  take  vengeance  upon  Satan,  by 
driving  out  the  devil's  poifon  of  enniity  and  obftinacy  from  the 
heart  of  the  -fmner.  And  therefore  let  the  words  of  my  text  be 
a  ground  of  faith  to  you  as  to  this  matter,  F§r  the  day  of  ven» 
geance  is  in  tnine  hearty  and  the  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come.  The 
Lord  blefs  his  word. 


Is,  Isiii.  4.— i^ir  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  hearty  and  the 
year  of  my  redeemed  is  come* 

THE   FIFTH  SERMON    ON  THIS   TEXT. 


MYy^r^w J  exhortation  from  the  do£l:rine  is  this,  H  it  be  fa 
that  our  bleiTcd  Goel,  our  kind  Ktuftnan  and  Redeem* 
cr,  has  avenged  our  quarrel  upon  Satan,  by  invading  his  king- 
dom, countera£ting  his  projects  for  our  ruin,  by  (laying  hi$ 
£rft-born,  by  wrefting  the  kcyb  of  death  and.heiiout  of  his  hand, 
and  laying  him  under  chains  of  darknefs,  untothe  judgement  of 
the  great  day,  and  the  like  ^  1  fay,  has  our^Kinfnian  done  aU- 
this  in  the  rcfentmcut  of  our  quarrel  againft  that  enemy  ?  O. 
'a  then. 
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tlien  let  this  encourage  you  to  put  your  truft  under  the  fha- 
dow  of  his  wings,  commit  the  keeping  ofyour  fouls,  and  oi 
an  your  eyerlailingconcems,  unto  him,  for  bur  Kinfmail  cdretb 
fhr  j^u  ;  if  he  had  had  no  care  about  us,  or  kindnefs  for  us, 
would  he  ever  have  fpent  his  blood,  and  dyed  his  garxnenta 
in  our  quarrel  ?  O  Sirs,  whom  will  we  ever  truft,  if  we  do 
not  tfuft'him,  who  came  travelling  in  the  greatness  of  his 
llirength,  to  engage  with,  and  deftr6y  the  powers  of  hell,  fot 
the  injufy  thev  had  done  us  ?  O  how  excellent  b  that  loving- 
kindnefs  which  excited  and  engaged  him  to  undertake  this  ex- 
pedition I  V^hat  amazing  love  to  loft  finncrs  of  Adam's  fa« 
mily  br'eathe  in  thefe  words,  when  viewed  as  a  threatening 
againA  the  powers  of  hell,  The  das  of  vengeance  u  in  mine  heart  I 
Now,  I  fay,  the' duty,  and'  the  nrft  duty,  that  this  grace  and 
love  of  our  glorious  kinfman  (hould  engage  us  to,  is  to  con- 
fide and  truft  in  him.  This  is  the  very  leading  defign  of  thfc 
gofpel,  and  of  the  whole  revelation  of  the  word  concerning. 
Chrift  ;  and  therefore  be  exhorted  to  fall  in  with  it,  and  truft 
this  kind  Friend  th.^t  iUcks  clofer  than  a  brother.  This  is  a 
matter  of  the  laft  importance  and  concern  to  every  one  that 
hears  the  gofpel,  land  upon  which  the  happinefs  or  mifcry  o£ 
the  precious  foul  through  an  endlefs  eternity  doth  depend ;  there« 
fore,  to  clear  the  exhortation  a  little,  I  ihall  obviate  and  anfwec 
a  few  queftions. 

^efl,  I.  What  is  it  that  you  call  us  to,  when  you  bid  us 
truit  this  kind  Friend,  this  Redeemer  of  our  blood  ? 

1  anfwer,  u  It  neceflarily  fuppofbs  a  deep  and  hearty  con« 
cem  about  falvation  or  deliverance  from  that  thraldom,  bondage^ 
and  mifery  that  we  are  brought  under  by  Satan  and  his  firft- 
born  Gn.  O  Sirs,  you  who  never  yet  faw  yourfelves  to  be  the 
devil's  prifoners,  under  the  power  of  the  guilt  and  iilth  of  fia 
by  virtue  of  a  broken  law,  and  who  were  never  brought  under 
a  deep  and  hearty  concern  how  to  make  your  efcape,  crying, 
with  the  jailor,  **  What  (hall  I  do  to  be  faved  ?"  whatever  may 
be  your  pretenHons  of  trufting  in  Chrift,  they  are  but  all  hy- 
pocritical and  notional ;  for  "  the  law  is  our  fchool-mafter,  to 
lead' us  unto  Chrift,  that  we  may  be  juftiGcd  by  faith." 

2.  This  truft  has  in  it  a  cordial  approbation  of  the  perfon 
and  undertakings  of  our  blefled  Kinfman  and  Redeemer,  in 
order  to  our  freedom  and  delivery  from  this  bondage  to£n  and 
Satan,  an  approbation  of  it  as  a  method  Worthy  every  way  of 
Infinite  Wifdom,  and  of  all  others  moft  fuited  and  adapted  to 
the  glory  of  God,  and  fafety  of  the  finner.  Whenever  a  fin* 
ner  is  awakened,  and  hath  his  eyes  opened  to  take  up  his  loQ; 
and  ruined  condition,  thefe  two  queftions  very  naturally  caft 
up,  viz.  How  (hall  God  be  glorified  ?  and  how  ihall  ever  1  be 
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favcd  in  a  confiftencv  with  his  glory  ?  Now,  when  Cl^rill 
is  difcovered,  and  the  method  of  falvation  through  him 
lopcned  to  the  foal's  view,  it  is  made  to  fee  thcfe  queftions 
fwectly  anfwered  in  him,  it  fees  how  Chrift  rcftores  glory  to 
God  and  to  all  his  attributes,  and  falvation  to  the  loft  ruined 
finner :  **  Mercy  and  truth  are  met  together^  righteoufnefs 
ancl{)eace  Icifs  each  other,**  in  this  method  of  fatvation  ;  and 
this  draws  out  the  foul's  cordial  approbation  of  this  glorious 
device,  fay ing^O^  this  is  my  reft,  tor  ihy  foul  defires  it^  and 
likes  it  well.'* 

3.  It  has  in  4t  a  renouncing  of  all  other  ways  and'  nieanis  of 
fclief,' faying  with  thcfe,. Jer.  lii.  23.  "  In  vaitt  is  falvation  ex^ 
peeled  from  the  hills,  and  multitude  of  mountains ;  in  the 
Lord  alone  is"  the  falvation  ^f  his  people."  And  Hof.  xiv.  3. 
**  Afliur  (hallndtTaveusy  We  will  not  ride  upoh  horfes,  nei- 
thcr^will  we  fay  any  more  tb -the  work  of  out  Jhatids,  iCe  arc 
6uT  gods,"  PMl.  iii. -3.  "  Tor  we  arc  the  ctrcamcifion,  which 
worftiip  God'te  Ihelfpirit,  who  rejoice  iii  Chrift  jefus,  having 
no  coMdence  in  the  'fle'fli?'  O  Sirs>  Chrift  is  liever  the  firft 
<ourfe"or  method  diat  a  Gnner  lakes  for  falvation,  Ao,  no,  he 
is  siy  the'laA  IhiFt ;  many  a  way  will  the  man  try  before  ht 
land  in  Chrift.  "While  in  a  ftate  of  profanity,  living  in  a  ma« 
nifeft  contem|>t  of  die  law,  ihcman,  he  ordinarily  trufts  to 
the  general  mercy  of 'God,  imagining  with  fomci  that  it  is 
enough  to  bring  them  to  heaven,  if  they  have  as  mtich  time 
in  a  dying  hour,  as  to  cry,  God  liave  merCy  upon  rtiy  fouL 
When  the  man  is  brought,  through  a  fpirit  df  conviftion,  td 
fee  that  this  will  not  do,  he  then  rutis  to  the  Way  of  w6lrks  by 
the  law,  and  tries  what  he  can  do  Tor  his  own  falvalidh  by  his 
reformation,  his  pfayers,  tears,  vows,  penances,  atid  the  likt. 
When  the  man  has  Wearied  htmfclf  in  purfuit  of  falvation  in 
this  way,  and  fintis  the  law  fo  holy,  fo  Spiritual  and  e^tenCvc^ 
that  it  is  impoffible  for  him  to  obey  it  perfeflly,  then  he  will 
join  Chrift  and  the  law  together,  I  mean  Chrift  and  his  law- 
works,  and  thinks  with  himfelf,  Now  I  cahnot  fcale  heavetif 
or  make  out  falvation  by  my  own  obedience,  it  is  fo  defeftivc ; 
but  wherein  I  am  deficient  in  obedience  to  it,  I  will  rely  upon 
Chrift's  righteoufnefs  to  fupply  my  defers.  Thus  he  takes  the 
new  cloth  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs  to  patch  up  his  own  filthy 
rags.  And  here  it  is  that  many  a  man  ftays,  without  going  i 
ftep  further,  feeking  falvation  by  Chrift  and  the  law  togcthcir, 
which  is  the  thing  the  apoftle  calls  a  **  feeking  righteoufnefsi 
not  dire£lly,  but  as  it  were  by  the  Works  of  the  law."  But 
when  a  finner  is  brought  really  to  truft  In  the  Lord  Jefust 
he  receives  him,  and  refts  upon  him  alone  as  he  is  offered  in 
the  gofpelj  difclaiming  his  own  righteoufnefs  as  filthy  rags^ 
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fajing  With  the  apoftlc,  "  What  things  were  gain  to  mc,  thofe 
I  counted  lofs  for  Chrift.  Yea  doubtlefs*  I  count  all  things 
but  lofsy  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowledge  of  Chrid  Jefus  my 
Xord.*' 

4.  This  trufling  in  Chrift  carries  in  it  a  fatisfaftion  with 
the  warrant  that  God  affords  in  his  word  for  intermeddling 
with  Chrift  and  his  falvation.  It  is  a  very  ordinary  cafe  with 
thefe  that  are  awakened  to  a  due  concern  about  falvation,  to 
have  this  language  in  their  mouths,  O  it  is  true^  Chrift  is  a 
fuitable  and  fuffici^nt  Saviour,  abletofavcto  the  uttermoft;  but» 
alas!  I  do  not  know  if  I  hafe  a  right  or  warrant  to  intermeddle 
with  him,  I  am  afraid  I  be  guilty  of  prcfumption*  Now,  when 
a  man  believes  in  Chrift,  or  trufts  in  him  for  falvation  from 
iin  and  Satan,  hell  and  wrath,  he  looks  to  the  word,  and  there 
he  fees  that  Chrift  is  held  out  as  the  ordinance  of  God  for  the 
falvation  of  finners  of  mankind  ;  that  this  Son  ia  given  to  us, 
bora  to.  us ;  there  he  finds  the  word  of  grace  and  falvation  In- 
dorfed  and  directed  to  all  and  every  creature,  that  ^'  the  pro- 
mife  is  even  to  us,  and  our  children,  and  to  all  that  are  afar 
off,  and  to  as  many  as  the  Lord  our  God  ihall  calP  by  the 
joyful  found  \  there  he  finds  God  commanding  and  requiring 
every  nian  to  '<  believe  in  the  name  of  his  Soa  Jefus  Chrift, 
to  look  unto  him  and  be  faved^**  And  upon  thefe  and  the  like 
grounds  the  man  is  perfuaded  that  be  has  fu^cient  warrant 
to  receive  Chjriftjt  ^^^  '^^  ^he  falvation  of  his  foul  upon  him 
without  danger  of  jpreAimptioa-,  and  upon  thi^  he  ventures 
his  falvation  upon  him.  O  Sirs,^  take  care  that  you.  fet  the 
foot  of  faith  upon  a  fi'cker  ground  ;  and  I  do  not  know  how 
our  faith  in.  Chrift  can  ever  be  well  foundedt  without  finding 
our  warrant  for  it  in  the  word ;  the  word  is  the  immediate 
ground  of  faith,  and  without  it  we  could  never  believe,  Pfal. 
cxix.  49V  **  Remember  the  word,,  upon  which  thoii  haft 
caufed  thy  fervant  tio  hope."  Pfal.  cxxx.  5.  *^  In  hisi  word  do> 
I  hope.*^ 

5.  Thus  trufting  in  Chrift,  as  our  Avenger  and  Bfcdfeemer^ 
has  in  it  a  firm  and  full  perfuafion  of  Chrift^s  willingncfs  and 
ability  to  refcue  and  deliver  us  from  the  hands  of  Satan  and 
fin,  and  all  our  fpiritual  enemies ;  yca,^a  perfuafion  of  his  (aith- 
fulnefs,  that,  according  ta  his  promife,  he  wiU  deliver.  The 
poor  foul  is  perfuadcd  of  his  ability  from  the  word,  becauf^ 
there  it  finds  the  record  of  God  Qoncerning  him,  that  he  is 
<<  mighty  to  fave,  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft  aU  that  come 
unto  Goid  through  him."  It  is  pecfuadcd  of  bis  willingnefs, 
from  the  fame  record ;  becaufe  there  he  fiiids  it  faid,  *'  Come 
to  me  who  will,  I  will  in  no  wife  caft  out."  O  would  he  ever 
iom^  upon  fu.ch  an  expedition  to  avenge  the  quarrel  of  loft 
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finncrs,  to  "  finifti  tranfgrcffion,  and  naake  an  end  of  fin,"  if 
he  were  not  willing  to  fave  a  lod  (inner  that  comes  to  himl 
It  is  perfuaded  of  his  faithfu4nefs,  that  he  will  fave  according 
to  his  promife,  that  he  will  pity  and  pardon,  and  heal  and  de- 
liver^ according  to  hj6  promifi^,  becauCcLit  is  impolliblc  for  God 
to  lie.  O,  "hath  he  faid  if,  and  will  he.not,do  it  P'Vyca,  fure- 
ly,  "  yet  a  little  while,  and  be  that  fhall  come  will  come,  and 
will  not  tarry.'* 

6.  And  more  direftly,  When  a  pcrfon  trufts  this  glorioa* 
Hedeemer  and  Kinfman  for  falvation,  he  is  not  only  perfuse 
ded  in  general  of  the  power,  goodnefs,  and  faitnifMlnels, 
of  the  Lord  Jefus ;  but  he  is  perfu^ded  of  all  this  with 
particular  application  of  him  and  of  ij^lvation  untp  his  own 
foul  in  particular }  the  man  is  confident,  that  whatever  C^rifl: 
has  purchafed  with  his  blood,  and  whateverhc  has  promifed 
in  the  covenant,  (hall  in  due  time  be  forithcomipg  to  hiri),  and 
he  relies, and  re(l$  on  thi?  fecurity  he  finds  in  the  word^'in  the 

Eromife,  or  covenant  of  God  ieal<;d  with  the  blood  jof  his 
lefied  KinOpan ;  he  ta^es  Chrift  as  held  put  in  his  wprd 
of  grace  and  fays^  "  This  is  all  my  fajvation,  God  h^th  fpo* 
ken  in  his  holinefs,  I  will  rejoice  ;  this*  is  mine,  and  that  is 
mine,  and  all  is  mine,  becaufe  God  hath  fpoken  in  his  holi- 
nefs ;  1  have  his  word  for  it,  and  that  is  enough ;  this  faith  is 
•*  the  evidence  of  things  not  fecn,  the  fubitance  of  things 
hoped  for."  And  although  God  may  fee  (it  to  defer  the  actual 
accompiiihment  of  the  promife,  whereby  his  heart  is  made 
fick;  yet  when  he  views  the  good  things  promifed,  faith 
reckons  them  its  own,  upon  the  fecurity  God  has  granted 
in  the  promife ;  and  therefore  fays  with  the  church,  Mic. 
vii.  7 — 9.  "  I  will  look  unto  the  Lord :  I  will  wait  for  the 
God  of  my  falvation :  my  God  will  hear  me.  Though  I  (it  in 
darknefs,  the  Lord  will  be  a  light  unto  me  \  he  will  bring  me 
forth  to  the  light,  and  I  {hall  behold  his  righteoufnefs.*'  I  do 
not  fay  that  this  truft  and  confidence  is  ay  alike  (Irong  in  all 
believers,  or  yet  in  the  felf-fame  believer  j  for  fad  experience 
makes  it  evident  beyond  all  contradidlion,  that  the  believer's 
confidence  of  faith  may  be,  and  afluaUy  is,  many  times  (adly 
Ihaken,  through  the  prevaiency  of  unbelief,  the  affaults 
of  temptation,  and  providences  feemingly  running  crofs 
to  the  promife ;  by  reafon  of  this,  the  poor  believer  has  many 
doubts,  many  fears  and  daggerings,  fo  that  fonietimes  he  is 
made  to  cry  out,  •*  Is  his  mercy  clean  gone?  will  he  be  favour- 
able no  more  ?  doth  his  promife  fail  for  evermore  ?  One  day 
I  (hall  fall  by  the  hand  of  Saul  ^"  and  in  his  hade  he  is  made  to 
cry  out,  *^  All  men  are  liars,^  the  prophets  of  God  not  except- 
ed.    But  thefe  doubts,  and  fears,  and  daggerings,  although 

they 
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tiicy  bc.in  jlic  believer,  yet  they  arc  not  in  his  £aith.i  thefc 
things  argue  the  infirmity  of  his  faith  indeed  ;  but  under  all 
tl^is^  faith  is  fightirvg  for  the  vifiory ,  and  as  much  faith  in  Chrift 
as  the  ynan  hath  in  cxercife,  fo  much  confidence  will  he  have 
anent  the  outmakinig  of  the  proniife  to  him  in  particular ;  apd 
according  to  the  degree  of  one's  crediting  the  promife  with  *m- 

Jlication  to  himfelf>  (b  much  confidence,  and  perfuafion  will  he 
lave. 
But  now,  that  I  may  clear  this  a&  of  faith»  or  of  trufting  jn 
the  Lord  Jefus,  a. little  further  to  you,  I  fliall  endeavour  to  il* 
Ittftrate  it  by.  two  or  three  fimilicudes. 

I.  thcn/It  is  juil  fuch  another  liruft,  as  when  you  troll  a 
man  of  undoubted  veracity  and  faithfulnefs.  When  an  honeft 
man  gives  you  his  word,  his  promife,  whether  it  be  a  verbal 
wor4,  or  (lis  written  and  fubfcribed  word,  for  any  thing,'you  all 
know  what  it  is  in  fuch  a  cafe  to  trufl:  him  ;  if  a  day  of  pay- 
ment be  fpecified  in  the  promifq,  you  are  confident  and.pe,r- 
fuaded  of  payment  s^ainft  that  day  ;  if  there  be  no  day  named, 
yet^ftill  you  are  confident,  that  indue  time  he  will  make  out  his 
promife.      After  this  manner  Abraham,  the^  father  of  the 
faithfulf  believed  the  promife  of  God,  Rom",  iv.  20.  "He 
ftaggered  not  at  the  promife  of  God  through  unbelief*,  but 
was  ftrong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  God/'    O  Sirs,  have  you 
truft  and  confidence  to  put  in  the  word  of  a  man,  will  you 
take  his  promife,  and  reft  upc  n  it  with  aflurcd  confidence;. and 
fltoll  we  have  no  truft  to  put  in  the  man  Chrift  Jcfus,  in  whofe 
inouth  guile  was  never  found,  or  in  the  report  or  record  of  God 
concerning  him,  for  whom  it  is  impoffible  to  lie  !     Allow  me 
to  tell  you,  that  every  mere  man,  whom  you  have  trufted  fincc 
you  came  into  the  world,  will  ft.and  in  judgement  and  con- 
demn you,  feying  you  had  confidence  to  puc  in  me,  but  you 
liad  no  confidence  to  put  in  a  promifing  God  in  Chrift.     Will 
not  Chrift  fay  at  the  day  of  reckoning  to  unbelievers.  You 
trufted  fuch  a  man's  word  when  he  made  a  promife  to  you^ 
but  though  you  had  my  word,  my  oath,  my  covenant,  fealed 
with  niy  Uood,  and  though  the  three  that  bear  record  in  hea^ 
ven  attefted  the  truth  of  the  promife  that  I  gave  you  ;  yet  you 
had  no  truft  or  credit  to  give  unto  me,  I  could  never  obtain 
that  truft  from  you  that  you  gave  unto  very  ordinary  pcrfons, 
you  treated  me  and  my  Father  as  though  we  had  been  liars, 
diflembiers,  and  difingenuous  ?  O  how  will  the  unbeliever  be 
confounded  at  the  day  of  reckoning  when  this  ihall  be  laid 
home  to  his  door,  by  the  great  Judge  of  all  the  earth,  the  mail 
Chrift  Jefus,  the  bieffed  Avenger  of  our  blood  upon  batan ! 
he  himlelf  will  then  «^  whet  his  glittering  fword,  and  render 

vengeance 


494  y^^  Annals  ofRiiamtng  Love^  tsfcl 

vengeance  to  all  that  know  not  God.  and  obey  not  the  eot 
pel."  ^  J  B 

2«  This  trufting  in  Chrift,  is  juft  fuch  a  truft  as  a  man  hath 
in  a  ftrong-hold  or  hiding-place  to  which  he  betakes  himfetf 
for  flielter  and  fafety ;  or  fuch  a  truft  as  the  chickens  have 
under  the  wings  of  the  hen,  when  (he  covers  them  with  her  fea- 
thers :  Ruth  ii.  la.  "  The  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  reward  thcc, 
under  wbofe  wings  thou  art  come  to  truft,**  Pfal.  xxxvi.  7. 
"  How  excellent  is  thy  loving-kindncfs,  O  God !  therefote 
the  fons  of  men  (hall  put  their  truft  under  the  ihadow  of  Ay 
wings."  Pfal.  xci.  4.  "  He  (hall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers, 
and  under  his  wings  (halt  thou  truft  :  his  truth  (hall  be  thy 
Ihicld  and  buckler.  O  (inner?,  vott  lie  expofed  to  the  wrath 
of  God,  to  the  cruelty  of  Satan,  tnat  enemy  and  avenger,  that 
**  goes  about  like  a  roaring  lion,  feeking  whom  he  may  de« 
vour  i"  yoii  are  in  danger  of  the  curfe  of  a  broken  law.  rfow, 
to  truft  in  Chrift,  is  juft  to-  run  in  under  the  covert  of  his 
blood  and  righteoufnef3,as  the  young  chickens  run  in  under  the 
wings  of  the  hen,  or  as  the  manflayer  under  t^e  law  did  run 
In  to  the  city  of  refuge,  and  trufted  that  he  was  in  fafety  there. 

0  **  turn  to  your  ftrong*hold,  ye  prifoners  of  hope  ;**  for  he  is 
*^  a  hiding-place  from  the  ftorm  and  a  covert  Irom  the  tern- 
peft."  Confide  in  his  love,  his  promife,  his  providence,  his 
rightcoufnefs,  as  a  m^n  doth  in  his  houfe  where  he  dwells,  not 
being  afraid  pf  coldi  or  ftorm,  or  tempeft,  when  he  has  gO( 
in  under  the  roof  of  it. 

3.  This  trufting  in  Chrift,  our  blcfled  Kinfman,  is  fome- 
times  expreflcd  by  a  leaning  :  Song  viii.  5.  '*  Who  is  this  that 
comcth  up  from  the  wiidernefs,  leaning  upon  her  beloved  ?* 
And  fo  it  alludes  to  a  man  laying  his  weight  on  a  ftrong  ftafF, 
which  he  knows  will  not  bow  or  break,  or  a  man  leaning  upon 
the  ground,  or  upon  a  ftrong  ifock,  which  he  knows  is  fully 
able  to  bear  his  weight,  and  will  not  fink  undec  him.— Thuj 

1  have  endeavoured  a  little  to  clear  to  you  the  nature  of  that 
truft  which  1  would  have  you  to  put  in  Chrift  our  blefTcd 
Kinfman  and  Avenger  of  our  blood,  who  comes  ftom  Edom 
and  Bozrah,  travelling  in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ftrength  for  our 
redemption  and  falvation.  So  ipuieh  for  the  firft  que(tion  in 
following  out  this  exhortation. 

^///y?.  2.  What-warrant  or  encouragenien^  have  I  to  trud 
hirn  for  my  falvation  ? 

j^fi/w,  I.  The  near  relation  that  he  ftands  under  to  yoU|, 
both  by  nature  and  office,  may  warrant  and  encourage  you  to 
truft  in  him.  Will  you  not  truft  your  Kinfman,  who,  in  re;* 
fentment  of  your  quarrel,  has  avenged  you  upon  the  enemy  that 
Tuintd  you  by  biuvfing  his  head  ?  But  Oh !  fay  you,  is  he  mv 
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)Cinfmaii  ?  I  anfwer»  He  is ;  for  1^^  i|  ''  God  manifefted  in  the 
fleihy'*  his  name  is  *^  Immanuelf' Qod  with  man,  God  with 
lis ;"  he  was  made  of  a  woman,  and  took  part  of  oar  fle(h|  and 
by  fo  doing  has  adorned  our  nature  with  a  greater  glory  than 
ever  it  had*  while  it  (hined  with  all  the  beauties  atid  glories 
wherewith  it  was  adorned  when  it  dropt  out  oF  the  Creator's 
-fingers  in  innocency }  yea,  to  a  greater  glory  than  that  of  the 
angelical  nature  was  ever  advaticed ;  for  *^  he  took  not  on  him 
the  nature  of  angels,  but  the  feed  of  Abrahaih.''  And  upon 
^is  ground,  let  us  claim  him  as  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  out 
Brother,  our  elder  Brother  ;  for  ^'  he  is  not  afliamed  to  call 
\i^  btethren.^'  U  is  very  remarkable,  that  Chriil^  while  here 
ib  a  ftate  of  humiliation,  commonly  gloried  in  that  name  of 
calling  himfelt  the  Son  of  man,  rather  than  that  of  being  the 
Son  of  God.  Why,  what  was  the  deGgn  of  his  making  choice 
of  diit  defignation,  but  that  he  might  inculcate  his  relation 
lipon  us  as  our  Kinfmah,  by  vhrtue  of  his  afliiming  our  nature, 
that  fo  we  might  be  encouraged  to  put  our  truil  under  the 
ihadow  of  his  wings  ?  But  then,  Sir^  conGder  that  Chrift  is 
not  only  related  to  you  by  nature,  but  alfo  by  office,  he  is  the 
iProphet,  Prieft)  aiid  King  of  the  church  (  a  Prophet  to  give 
ilirifdom  to  the  ignorant ;  a  Pried  to  jullify  the  guilty  finner  ; 
a  King  to  fubdue  the  enmity  of  the  heart,  and  to  deliver  the 
devil's  captives  ;  he  is  prefented  to  us  in  the  gofpel  under  each 
of  thefe  relative  offices,  that  we  in  a  \t^ay  otbelieving  may  be 
encouraged  to  truft  him.  O  Sirs,  what  is  a  Saviour  for  ?  is 
he  not  for  a  loft  finner  ?  Yea^  furely,  he  himfelf  tells  us»  that 
thb  was  his  very  ertand,  to  ^^  (cck  and  fave  that  which  was 
Ibft  ;  that  ht  came  not  tb  call  the  righteous,  but  finners  to  re- 
pentance.^ What  is  a  furety  for,  but  for  a  broken  bankrupt 
ind  dyvour  ?  And  are  not  you  fuch  ?  Yea  furely,  you  and  I 
lire  broken  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  in  the  firft  Adam,  and 
fo  you  he  is  prefented  in  this  gofpel  upon  this  deCgn,- that  you 
may,  by  trufting  in  him,  be  put  in  a  capacity  to  anfwcr  all  the 
charges  that  either  law  or  juftice  have  agatnft  you.  So  then, 
i  fay,  let  the  hear  relation  he  ftands  Under  to  you,  both  by 
nature  and  office,  encourage  you  to  put  your  truft  under  the 
fiiadow  of  his  wings. 

2.  The  exprefs  command  of  God  may  warrant  and  encou- 
rage you  to  truft  this  blefted  Kinfman  and  relation  of  yours.^ 
The  Father  commands  you  by  a  proclamation  from  the  exceK 
lent  glory,  laying,  "  Hear  ye  him,  for  this  is  my  beloved 
Son  :"  hence  the  apoftle,  i  John  iii.  23.  fpeaks  of  this  as  the 
,fum  and  fubftance  of  all  commands,  yea,  as  if  this  were  the 
only  commaudof  God  to  finners,  '^  This  is  his  commandr 

ment. 
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mcntj  tliat  yc  believe  on  l^Sliamc  of  Ms  Son  JfeftisClttift:*^ 
HOW,  to  believe  in  Chrift;*ibd'to  truft  Him  with  out  falvation, 
is  one  and  the  fame  thing:     How  fteqU^ntly  is  this  cbnamand 
inculcate  berth  iff  the  fcriptures  of  the  Ofd  and'Niew  Tcfta- 
rticnt;  and  what  is  called  beiienAng^  in  CMJI  inthc  New  Tcfta- 
ihenti  is  called  7r»/?»i^  inthe' LoYd'ixi  the  Old  Telfetticrit':  If. 
xxvi.  4.  **  Truft  ye  in  the  Lofd  fofeiter :  for  with  tb^e  Lord' 
Jehovah  is  everlafting  ftrcngth.    Truft  in  him  at  all  times; 
ye  people^  pour  out  your  heartsbefbre  hifti :  God  is  a  refuge 
for  us.  Sdah.'*     O'SirS,  what  can  be*  a  warrant  for  any  duty» 
if  n6t  the  exprefs  ccfmmand  and'autHorlty  of"  the  great  God?" 
Do  not  imagine  that  it  is  preftTfnption  in  yott  to  b'clicvc,  or 
ttuft  in  the  Lord  Jefus  (a$  dcfcribed  bcfbte) ;  no,. no,,  a  nian 
canr  never  be  guilty  of  prefumption  in  doing,  what'  God  bids 
bim  do ;  yea,  not  to  d6  it,  not  to  obey  Uimih  this  matter,  is 
to  rufh  upon  bis  neck,  to  trample  upon  his  auttiofity.    Do 
not  think  that  it  is'  1^  optional  to  you,  whether  ydu  truft' 
Him  or  not ;  no,  the  law  is  pafled,  ana  you  ar6  cohcKided  un- 
der its  authority,  and  difobedieilce  to  it  i^  as  the  fin  of  witcH- 
cnraft:    Do  not  imagine  there  is  no  danger  in  fittihgrtlie  com- 
mand of  God  in  this  matter ;  no,  iC  is  a  com  niiand' fended  with 
the  moft  fcverc  perial  fandlion  of  any  thing  thj^t'  ever  God 
commanded  the  children  of  mch :    "He  that  bcnevctK  not, 
is  condemned  already;  and  the  wfath  of  God  abideth  on  him." 
3.  Let  the  promife  annexed:  unto  believihg  or  triifting  en- 
gage you  to  truft  your  Enfman,  •*  He  that'believeth,  (hall  be 
faved.    Whofoevcr  beligvcs  in  him  (hall  not  perilh,  but  have 
everlafting  life."     And  therefore  if  you  love  your  life,  yea, 
the  everlafting  life  of  your  fouls,  incline  your  cars,  come  unto 
your  Kinfman,  a»d  intruft  him  with  your  everlafting  all.  This 
connexion  eftablifhed  between  truftmg  and  falvation,  makes 
an  open  door  to  every  hearer  of  the  gofpel ;  for  there  is  no 
doubt  but  faith  is  the  duty  of  all  by  the  command  of  God, 
othcrwife  unbelief  could  not  be  their  fin  ;  now  feeing  the  duty 
is  to  all,  the  promife  of  life  connefted  therewith  muft  be  to 
all  likcwifc :  fo  chat  is  true  of  every  fon  of  Adam,  that  if  he 
believe  he  (liall  be  faved.   But  then  confider,  that  the  promife, 
yea,  all  the  promifes  of  this  glorious  teftament  are  indorfed 
and  directed  to  you  as  a  warrant  and  encouragement  for  you 
to  truft  in  our  blefled  Kinfman .  **  To  you  is  the  word  of  this 
ialvation  fent.     The  promife  is  unto  you,  apd  to  your  feed, 
and  to  all  that  are  afar  off,  and  to  as  many  as  the  Lord  our 
God  ftiall  call.*'  1  do  not  think  that  the  apoitle's  meaning  was, 
that  the  promife  was  tlieirs  in  pofTeifion  before  they  believed 
i^;  but  it  was  theirs  in  the  exhibition,  as  a  letter  dire£led  to 
^  perfon  is  his  letter,  becaufe  direded  to  him^  even  before  it 
2  comes 
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^me  to  his  handi  or  before  he  break  it  up»  and  read  the  con- 
tents of  it. 

4*  To  encourage  you  to  truft  this  blefled  Friend,  Ktnfman^ 
and  Avengeri  will  you  confider  how  plcafing  and  agreeable  a 
thing  it  is  to  him  to  have  poor  (inners  putting  their  truit  under 
the  Xhadow  of  his  wings  for  fafety.  John  vi.  29.  fays  Chrtft 
there  unto  a  company  of  men  who  were  fond  to  know  what 
the  works  of  God  were,  that  they  might  do  the  things  that 
plcafed  himi  ^*  This  (jays  he)  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  be- 
lieve in  him,  or  truit  io  him,  whom  he  hath  fent."  As  if  he 
had  faidi  God  hath  fent  his  Son  upon  an  expedition  unto  this 
]ower  worldi  to  fatisfy  juftice;}  and  to  take  vengeance  upon  the 
devil  and  his  works,  to  refcuc  .fmners  from  their  bondage  th^ 
»re  under  to  their  enemies,  and  chore  is  nothing  fo  pleafmg  or 
agreeable  unto  him,  yea,  nothing  can  be  pleafing  to  him,  un* 
Icfs  you  believe  or  truit  in  him  for  falvation  from  (in,  Satan, 
and  wrath.  O  Sirs,  never  did  a  mother  draw  forth  her  breaft 
to  her  fucking  child  with  greater  pleafurcj  when  they  were 
gorged  and  pained  with  great  abundance  of  nuUc^  than  a  God 
of  love  jdoth  draw  forth  his  grace,  and  mercy,  afid  love  to  (in* 
Tiers  in  .the  gofpel,  that  they  may  fuck  by  faith,  and  he  fatis- 
fied  with  the  abundance  of  his  grace*  O  ho:w  js  \^t  pained  at 
the  heart,  till  fnoeis  come  and  fuck  the  b^eaQs  of  his  grace, 
byj)utting  their  truft  under  the  (hadoijirpf  his  wings !  ^  O  Je- 
rmalem,  Jerufalem,  hO(W;aften  would  I  haye  gathered  thee,  as 
a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings  !  How  doth  he 
expoftulate  with  tinners  for  their  averlion  to  come  unto  him  1 
•"O  my  people.,  what  have  J  done  unto  thee  ?  wherein  have  I 
wearied  thee  ?"  As  if  he  had  faid,  O  what  ails  you  at  me  ? 
jwhat  harm  have  I  done  you  ?  was  I  ever  a  barren  wildernefs, 
or  a  land  of  drought  to  you  ? 

j.  To  encourage  our  faith  and  truft  in  this  glorious  Kinf- 
mafi,  and  the  Avenger  of  our  blood,  will  you  confider,  that 
this  is  to  anfwer  the  end  of  all  that  ever  he  did  or  ^ake. 
Pray  tell  me,  why  did  God  fend  his  only  begotten  Son  into  the 
world  ?  Why  did  the  only  begotten  Son  of  God  come  into 
the  world?  Why  did  he  aiTume  our  natuce,  take  our  place  in 
)aw  ?  Why  did  he  brui<c  Satan's  head  ?  Why  did  he  die,  rife 
again,  and  afcend,  and  fit  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Ma* 
jetty  on  high  ?  Why  did  he  fend  forth  his  apoltles,  and  other 
minifters,  as  heralds  to  proclaim  all  his  glorious  atchievements 
unto  a  loft  world  ?  What  is  the  defign  of  a  preached  gofpel  ? 
Why  has  he  given  you  his  ftatutes  and  teftinionies,  opened  to 
you  the  great  ^hings  of  his  law  and  covenant,  opened  up  the 
love  of  his  heart  ?  And  why  are  his  bowels  fending  out  a 
found  to  you  who  are  running  in  the  broad  way  to  ruin,  fay** 

Vot.  II.  3  R  ingf 
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mg,  **  As  I  live,  I  hare  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  the  widced* 
but  rather  that  they  turn  unto  mc  and  live  ?"  What,  I  fay,  is 
the  defign  of  all  this,  but  juft  that  (inners  may  truft  and  nft| 
ftnd  believe  in  Cbrift  with  aiTured  confidence,  that  fo  they  may ' 
not  perifli,  but  have  everlafting  life  ?  This  is  the  very  hinge  ott 
which  all  religion  turns,  this  is  the  white  we  fliould  aim  at  id 
preaching,  and  you  in  hearing,  that  you  may  be  brought  to 
truft  the  Avenger  of  our  blood.  Now,  feeing  this  is  the  fcope 
of  the  whole  gofpeKrevelation,  and  of  all  that  ever  Chrift  did 
or  faid,  does  not  this  fufficiendy  warrant  you  to  believe  and 
truft  in  him  ? 

6.  ConGder  the  hazard  and  danger  of  not  trufting  and  be- 
lieving in  him.  Toil  do  what  in  you  lies  to  defeat  the  defigfl 
ef  his  whole  undertaking,  and  the  defign  of  the  whole  gofpei; 
you  make  God  a  liar  in  refufing  to  believe  the  record  he  hath 

fiven  of  his  Son ;  you  muft  continue  in  a  confederacy  with 
atan  againft  him  it  you  do  not  believe,  there  is  no  mids,  joa 
lay  your  fouls  open  to  inevitable  ruin  i  for  ^*  there  is  no  name 
given  under  heaven  whereby  ^b  be  favcd,  but  by  the  name  of 
Jefus.''  Tou  make  your  kind  Kinfman  your  enemy,  tnl 
draw  the  vengeance  he  defigned  in  order  to  your  deliverancei 
fipon  your  own  heads ;  and  there  is  no  vengeance  fo  terribk 
as  the  vengeance  of  an  incenfed  friend.  O  how  terrible  is  the 
wrath  of  a  flighted  Saviour  and  Redeemer !  2  Theff.  L  & 
•*  The  XiOrd  Jefus  (hall  be  revealed  from  heaven,  with  U 
mighty  angels,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  vengeance  on  them  thsl 
know  not  God,  and  that  obey  not  the  gofpei.^  Confider  thisi 
ye  that  fay  now,  **  We  will  not  have  this  man  to  rule  over 
us." 

7.  Confider  what  glorious  advantages  fliall  redound  to  yoa 
by  trufting  and  believine  in  this  blefled  Redeemer  and  Aven- 
ger. Perfect  peace  fhall  be  the  fruit  of  it,  a  peace  that  pafles 
all  underftanding  :  If.  xxvi.  3.  "  Thou  wilt  keep  him  in  per- 
feft  peace  wliofe  mind  is  flayed  on  thee :  becaufe  he  truftcth 
in  thee."  Joy  (hall  fpring  up  in  your  bofoms  upon  your  trufting 
in  him,  yea,  a  "  joy  unfpeakable  and  full  of  glory  ;*'  we  arc 
**  filled  with  joy  and  peace  in  believing.'*  Provifion  and  food, 
both  for  foul  and  body  :  Pfal.  xxxvii.  3.  "  Truft  in  the  Lord, 
and  do  good,  fo  flialt  thou  dwell  in  the  land,  and  verily  thott 
jQialt  be  fed."  Prote£l:ion  and  fafety  in  a  time  of  danger ;  pro- 
te£tion  from  Satan,  that  cunning  fowler,  and  all  his  biriis  of 
prey :  Pfal.  xci.  2 — 4.  "  I  will  fay  of  the  Lord,  He  is  my  «• 
fuge,  and  my  fortrefs  ;  my  God,  in  him  will  I  truft."  And 
then  it  follows,  "  Surely  be  (hall  deliver  thee  from  the  fnare  of 
the  fowler,  and  from  the  noifome  peftilence.  He  fhall  cover 
diec  with  his  feathers^  and  under  his  wings  (halt  thou  truft.'' 

Firmnc(s, 


Tie AmuJs ofRidmnng Love,  Isfc.  499 

Firmiicfs  and  ftability  is  the  fruit  of  trufting  in  him,  fo  as  not 
jto  be  fliaken,  like  the  trees  of  the  wood,  with  the  wind  of 
ffemptation  or  afflij£tioR  :  '<  He  that  trufteth  in  the  Lord  (hall 
be  as  mount  !2ion,  which  cannot  be  removed,  but  abideth  for 
^er."  King  Jehofliaphat  advifes  Ifrael,  under  a  {baking  dif- 
jpenfation,  ^^  Believe  in  the  Lord  your  God,  fo  (hall  yoa  be 
eftablifhed ;  believe  his  prophets,  fo  (hall  ye  profper."  Tod 
iball  jDOt  be  afrs^id  of  evil  tidings,  if  yout  hearts  be  fixed,  trpft* 
Ulg  in  the  Lord.  Increafe  and  growth  in  grace  is  the  fruit  of 
trufting  in  him.  Would  you  have  your  fouls  in  a  lively  flou* 
riifaing  condition,  like  the  palm-tree  and  the  cedar  in  Leba- 
non ?  Tbeiii  truft  your  kind  Kinfman  and  Avenger :  fee  a 
fweet  promife  to  this  purpofe,  Jer.  tvii.  7.  8.  **  Blefled  is  the 
l»an  that  trufteth  in  the  Lord,  and  whbfe  hope  the  Lord  is. 
For  he  (ball  be  as  a  tree  planted  by  the  waters^  and  that 
(preadcih  out  her  roots  by  the  river^  and  (Hall  not  fee  wheii 
heat  Cometh,  but  her  leaf  (hall  be  green,  and  (hall  not  be  care- 
ful iri  the  year  of  drought,  neither  (hall  ceafe  from  yielding 
fruit.'^  Put  what  (hall  I  fay  more,  everlafting  life^  and  all 
that  pertains  to  it,  is  the  fruit  of  truding  in  him  :  and  he  who 
t>elieves  in  hind  (hall  never  be  confounded  of  his  hope  and  ex* 
jpe^tation.  Thus  you  fee  what  glorious  warrants  and  encou- 
fagements  you  have  to  truft  in  this  glorious  Kinfman,  the 
Avenger  of  our  blood. 

^eft.  3.  When  is  it  that  we  (hbuld  tiruft  this  kind  Kinf-^ 
mn  i  what  are  the  fpecial  feafons  of  this  duty  vtre  owe  him  ? 
^A^-w*  In  general,  there  jis  no  time  unfeafonable,  yea,  it  is  fea« 
ibnable  at  all  times,  **  Truft  iii  him  at  all  times ;  ye  people^ 
pour  out  your  hearts  before  him  ;"  there  is  not  a  moment  of 
your  life,  there  is  tiot  a  turn  of  your  pilgrimage  here  below, 
in  which  ypu  do  not  ftand  in  need  of  grace  and  mercy  from ' 

J  pur  Kinfman  to  help  you  ;  and  therefore  you  need  to  itruft 
im  at  all  times,  "  To  whom  coming"  by  a  lively  truft  and 
faith,  *^  ye  are  built  up  a  fpiritual  houfe,"  &c.  But  there  are 
feme  fpecial  feafons  in  which  we  are  called  in  a  particular  man- 
ner to  exercife  truft,  faith,  hope,,  and  dependence*^  upon  hint 
for  bis  helping  grace. 

I.  Under  the  atrefts  of  the  law  as  a  coveiiant,  or  under  the 
cballeqges  of  confcienice  fiipported  by  the  law,  craving  the 
Debt  of  obedience  or  puni(hiineht,  according  to  the  terms  and 
tenor  of.  the  covenant :  then  we  ate  called  by  faith  to  truft  to 
bimi  and  flee  to  him  as  ^'  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteoufnefs 
to  every  one  that  believes  in  him.'*  O  finner^  who  art  finking 
imder  thy  debt  thou  owes  to  juftice,  come  put  your  truft  in 
this  Surety,  he  who  bruifed  the  head  of  the  ferpent  in  ayen* 
ging  your  quarrel  upon  him^  he  v^ill  be  fure  to  ftand  between 
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thee  and  juftice ;  for  "  he  brought  irt  everlafting  rightedttf^ 
nefs ;  h«  magniBed  the  law^  as  a  covenant ;  ^*  he  was  madd 
fin  for  us/*  for  this  very  end,  "  that  we  might  be  made  th^ 
righteoufnefs  of  God  in  him." 

2.  When  thou  art  molcftcd  with  a  body  of  fin  and  death,  I 
mean  the  workings  of  indwelling  corruption,  then  truft  your 
blefled  Kinfman,  that  by  the  hw  of  the  Spirit  of  life  which  is 
in  him,  he  may  make  you  free  from  the  law  of  fin  and  death. 
He  is  <<  made  of  God  unto  us  fanAification ;  and  our  old  man 
18  crucified  wfth  him,  that  the  body  of  fin  may  be  deftroyedi 
that  henceforth  we  might  not  fefve  fin,"  Atheifm,  enmitf, 
tnbeliefi  carnality,  and  other  heart-evils  under  which  thou  art 
groaning,  are  his  enemies  as  well  as  the  enemies  of  thy  foul ; 
and  therefore  he  ^  ill  wound  the  head  of  thefe  his  enemies  \  all 
^is  enemies  (hall  periih,  into  fmoke  (hall  they  Cbnfume  away ; 
he  will  warite,  weaken,  and  wither  that  body  e>f  fin  undef 
lirhicfi  thou  art  groafning. 

3.  When  thou  art  haraffed  with  the  fiery  darts  of  Sataff^ 
tempting  thee,  perhaps,  to  the  fame  fins  of  Atheifm,  diftruft^ 
and  felf-murder,  unto  which  he  had  the  impudence  to  tempt 
Ghrifl  himfflf  when  here  upon  earth,  this  is  a  feafon  in 
which  thou  (houldft  truft  thy  Friend,  Kinfman,  and  Avenger. 
And  to  encoura^ge  thee  to  truft  him  in  that  cafe,  remembef 
that  the  day  of  Vengeance  is  in  his  heart,  his  vengeance  is  is 
a  peculi'dr  manner  pointed  againft  that'enemy;  and  therefoR 
he  will  he  fure  to  join  the  poor  foul  that  is  groaning  underbid 
oppre(rron,  and  crying  to  him  for  relief;  and  befidcs,  he  Itands 
engaged  by  promtfe,  that  **  he  Will  not  fiiffer  thee  to  be  tempt- 
ed above  what  !hoU  art  able  to  bear,  but  with  the  temptation 
will  provide  a  way  to  efcape.  He  ftands  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  poor  ;  he  is  the  ftrcngth  of  the  poor  and  needy  in  their  dif- 
trefs,  when  the  blaft  of  the  terrible  ones  is  like  a  ftorm  againft 
the  wall." 

4.  Art  thou  wrapt  up  among  the  dark  and  thick  clouds  of 
defertion  ?  This  is  a  proper  feafon  of  truft  in  thy  Kinfman : 
If.  1,  10.  **  Who  is  this  among  you  that  feareth  the  Lord| 
that  obeyeth  the  voice  of  his  fervant^  that  walketh  in  d^rknefs 
sind  hath  no  light  ?  let  him  truft  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  and 
ftay  upon  his  God."  Faith  and  truft  is  then  efpcciaily  to  be 
cxcrcifcd,  when  ftrtfe  and  reafon  can  perceive  nothing  but  an- 
ger and  frowns  ;  *'  for  here  we  walk  by  faith,  and  not  by 
fight :  and  faith  is  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the 
evidenice  of  thinjjs  not  feen.**  And  to  encourage  thy  truft  in 
him  in  fuch  a  caf<f,  look  to  his  promife,  in  which  he  has  faid« 
that  **  though  he  forfake  thee  for  a  fmall  moment,  yet  he  will 

return 
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itturh  with  everlafting  kindnefs.  Weeping  endureth  for  a 
night,  but  joy  cometh  in  the  morning." 

;.  When  thou  art  enjoying  the  fweet  and  fenfible  manf- 
ftftations  of  his  love,  that  is  a  time  for  trufttng,  as  well  as  when 
tindei  defertion  and  hidings.  Never  is  the  behever  in  more 
^ngeri  than  when  hisfenfe  is  gratified  with  a  fill- of  the  mar- 
row and  fatnefs,  and  wine  of  his  Father's  honfe.  Indeed  fenfe 
is  fweeti  yea,  it  is  the  fuburbs  of  heaven  ;  but,  I  fay,  the  be- 
iiever  is  never  mJore  in  danger,  like  Paul,  of  being  lifted  up 
above  meafure,  than  when  admitted  unto  the  greateft  fenGble 
neamefs ;  it  is  hard  to  carry  a  full  cup  with  an  even  hand  i 
and  therefore,  I  fay,  a  time  of  fpecial  fenfible  nearnefs  is  a  time 
proper  for  faith  and  truft  in  the  Lord,  that  he  may  help  to 
the  right  improvement  of  ihefe  vifits  of  his  love.  And  indeed 
this  is  one  great  defign  of  all  the  fenfible  glowings  of  divine 
love,  as  well  as  of  the  difplays  that  are  made  thereof  in  the 
gofpeUrevelation,  that  the  fons  of  men  may  be  encouraged  and 
engaged  to  **  put  their  truft  under  the  fliadow  of  his  wings,** 
Pfal.  xxxvi.  7. 

6,  When  we  are  meeting  with  difappointments  in  the  world, 
as  to  thefe  things  in  which  we  were  expe£ling  jGattsfa£lion, 
that  is  a  proper  feafon  for  this  duty  of  trufting  in  Gbrift  your 
glorious  Kinfman.  When  friends  turn  falfe  and  perfidious, 
it  ihould  teach  us  to  truft  in  that  Friend  that  fticks  clofer  than 
a  brother.  So  did  David,  when  father  and  mother  forfook  him, 
Aen  he  trufted  that  the  Lord  would  take  him  up;  fo  Pfal.  cxlih 
4*  5*  "  I  looked  on  my  right  hand,  and  beheld,  but  there  was  no 
man  that  Would  know  me  \  refuge  failed  me ;  no  man  cared 
for  my  fbul.  I  cried  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  I  faid.  Thou  art  my 
refuge,  and  my  portion  in  the  land  of  the  living."  When  our 
worldly  fubftance  is  withering,  and  our  earthly  pofieflions  ta* 
ken  from  us,  either  by  force  or  fraud,  that  is  a  proper  time  of 
trufting  our  kind  Kinfman  and  Avenger:  Hab.  iii.  17.  i3. 
•*  Although  the  fig-trec  (hall  not  bloffom,  neither  ftiall  fruit 
be  in  the  vines,  the  labour  of  the  olive  (hall  fail,  and  the  fields 
ihall  yield  no  meat,  the  flock  ihali  be  cut  off*  from  the  fold, 
and  there  (hall  be  no  herd  in  the  ftalls :  yet  I  will  rejoice  in 
ihc  Lord,  I  will  joy  in  the  God  of  my  falvation."  Sirs,  God 
on  pnrpofe  breaks  our  earthly  comforts  and  ciftems  in  pieces, 
that  by  faith  we  may  be  brought  to  folace  ourfelves  in  him 
alone  as  an  upmaking  heritage  for  ever,  faying  with  David, 
**  My  fleih  and  my  heart  failctb  :  but  God  is  the  (Irength  of 
tny  heart  and  my  portion  forever.-'  Job,  when  he  is  Twtpt  na* 
ked  of  all  he  had  in  the  world,  cries  out  confidently,  ^*  1  know 
f  bat  my  Redeemer  liveth  :*'  and  ••  Though  he  ftiould  kill  me, 
yet  will  I  truft  in  him."    I  might  tell  you  of  many  other  fea- 
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'oiir  confcnt,  for  br auty  is  fo  excellent,  that  he  is  "  fairer  than 
he  children  of  men,  his  countenance  is  like  Lebanon^  and  as 
he  fun  (hining  in  his  ftrength.**    For  vifdom  he  is  fo  eminent, 
hat  he  is  "  the  wifdom  of  God  in  a  myftery,  and  all  the  trca- 
ures  of  wifdom  and  knowledge  arc  hid  in  hi'm."  For  ftrcngth, 
ic  is  *•  the  man  of  God's  light  hand ;  whom  he  made  (trong 
or  htmfelf ;  he  is  the  power  of  God,  as  well  as  the  wifdom  of 
Sod  ;*  his  arm  brings  falvation  to  Cnners  in  the  room  of  the 
powers  of  hell.  For  birth  and  pedigree,  he  is  God's  "  firft-born, 
made  higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth  ;"  he  i*,  as  to  his  di- 
vine nature,  "  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,"  the  only  rc- 
prefentative  of  his  Father^s  family,  and  all  the  glory  of  his  Fa- 
ther's houfe  hangs  upon  him ;  and  as  to  his  human  nature^ 
yoa  will  fee  from  his  genealogy,  Matth.  i.  that  he  is  *<  the 
ofipring  of  ancient  kings,"  of  the  royal  family  of  Daviii.   For 
honour,  he  is  equally Tionourable  with  the  Father,  am!  he 
*' thinks  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God  ;**  he  is  the  ho- 
tKmrable  head  of  all  ptincipality  and  power,   might  and  do- 
t&inion,  and  of  every  name  that  can  be  nam^d,  whether  in 
this  world,  or  that  which  is  to  come.     For  riches,  he  is  '*  die 
heir  of  all  things  f  the  riches  of  Solomon  were  but  chad'  and 
diofs  in  comparifon  of  that  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  he  will 
bellow  in  abundance  upon  his  bride.     For  conft^ncy   in  h^ve^ 
he  '^jefts  in  his  lore,  and  changes  not ;"  his  n^me  is  I  am» 
^without  any  Tariablenefs  or  fhi-dow  of  turning."  For  lite,  he 
kimmTrta/:  other  hufbands  die,  and  leave  'heir  wives  melan- 
choly widows ;    but,  O  Sirs,  your  Ki:;fman  lives  for  rv.r  : 
''As  the  Father  hath  life  in  hicr.fcif,  fo  hath  he  given  to  the 
Son  to  have  life  in  himfelf."     It  is  true,  he  w^s  cncc  dead» 
uid  buried  ;  out  being  the  Lord  of  life  and  death,  it  w«&  rot 
poflible  that  the  bars  of  the  grave  could  detzin  him  ;  no,  no, 
^gh  he  was  dead,  yet  now  he  is  alive,  snd  live&fcr  tvermore ; 
^th  fliaU  never  bre«k  the  marriage  knot  be:wee:i  him  and 
fou;  for  he  conveys  immortaliry  a :.d  life  to  his  bride  that  mo- 
tient  (he  gives  her  confcnt  to  bim,  "  He  that  btiirvcth  in  the 
Km  of  God,  hath  crerlaftirig  J:fc/'     Thus  vou  fee  what  a  gio- 
ioQCp   honourable,   and  excelJrrjt  perfon  CL'r  Kirfrrzc,    ihc 
ivenger  of  our  blood,  is,  who  o5crt  to  be  t  ar: itd  to  you.    O 
in,  who  would  not  match  with  him,  wh?  ^  ou;d  net  reckon 
'  their  grrateft  honour  to  be  brought  uactr  i  marriage- rc:a- 
oo  tohixn  ? 

Jfcf.  3.  To  enccunrc  your  ccr-frr.t  t^  xr^nrrr  your  ll;nfmar, 
le  Arenger  of  your  bJood,  cor.f:der  wha:  Lt  wi;.  cj  ior  xcu, 
id  10  you,  if  you  will  marry  Kim  ;  he  wili  rciiore  ::  ^^  ou  v  lifet 
B  took  not  away,  «sd  will  do  that  for  you  vrhi::b  rhe  it-v  could 

Vox-ff.        '  3  S         *  Tjc- 
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fons  of  truftiog  in  the  Lord  Jefu8 ;  bat  I  prevented  wnykMnsio 
this  in  the  ufe  of  confolation,  and  therefore  (ball  not  ftay  upon 
this  head  at  prefent. 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  ^ive  you  fome  account  of  the 
nature  bf  this  truft  in  the  Lord  Jefus  that  I  call  you  to,  I  have 
given  you  fome  warrants  and  encouragc^ments  to  lit*  and  told 
you  of  fome  feafons  when  more  efpecially  this  truftia  to  be  ex- 
ercifed  i  I  (hall  (hut  up  this  exhortations  by  offenng  you  a  few 
helps  to  it|  and  I  name  only  the  few  following. 

1.  Be  perfuaded  of  the  ruin  and  mifcry  you  have  brought 
upon  y ourfelves  by  (in,  how  you  are  enflaved  to  Satan,  Jaid  open 
to  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  wrath  of  God,  and  every  moment 
in  danger  of  eternal  damnation.  Till  folk  be  convinced  and  awa« 
kened,  they  never  in  good  earned  flee  to  the- Redeemer,  and 
the  hope  that  is  fet  before  them. 

2.  Be  perfuaded  of  your  Kinfman^s  gQod*will  toward  your 
relief,  believe  his  oath,  Ezek.  xxxiii.  ii.  ^>  As  I  live,  (aith  the 
Lord  .God,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  the  death  of  the  wicked,  but 
that  the  wicked  turn  from  his  way  and  live.'*  We  will  never 
truft  a  man  unlefs  we  be  perfuaded  of  his  good- will  toward  iis^ 
Now^  SirSf  will  you  but  confider  what  has  been  faid  of  Chrift 
in  the  dofirinal  part,  how  he  fpent  his  own  blood  and  life  ill 
avenging  your  quarrel,  and  fee  if  you  can  doubt  of  his  good- 
will to  men  upon  their  trufting  in  him. 

3.  Be  perfuaded  of  his  ability  to  do  your  buGdefs.  At 
though  we  he  perfuaded  of  a  man's  kindnefs,  yet  if  he  be 
weak  and  impotent,  his  weaknefs  and  inability  weakens  our 
truft,  confidence,  and  expectation  of  relief  from  him.  But 
now  our  blefted  Avenger,  he  is  none  other  than  ^^  the  mightjf 
God,  able  to  fave  to  the  uttermoft,  all  that  come  unto  God 
through  him/* 

4.  Be  perfuaded  of  his  veracity  and  faithfulnefs  in  his  pro- 
mife  of  help  ;  for  if  we  have  a  jealoufy  of  a  man*s  faithfulnefs 
and  honefty,  it  breaks  our  truft  in  him.  Now,  thy  Kinfinan, 
believer,  he  is  ^^  the  Amen,  the  faithful  and  truewitneCs; 
faithfulnefs  is  the  girdle  of  his  loins,  and  truth  is  the  girdle 
of  his  reins.*'  And  his  faithfulnefs  appears  in  thefe  things^ 
iie  thinks  before  he  fpeaks,  all  his  prooiifes  are  the  refults  of 
his  eternal  purpofe,  his  promife  is  the  very  pid^urc  of  his 
thoughts,  he  doth  tlot  think  one  thing  and  fay  another ;  he 
cannot  forget  his  promife,  no  he  is  ever  mindful  of  his  cove- 
nant, and  therefore  it  is  falfe  that  he  hath  forgotten  to  be 
gracious,  as  he  promifed :  he  cannot  alter  his  mind  as  men 
do,  they  grant  fecurities  and  then  recal  them,  becaufe  they 
change  their  minds  ;  but  not  fo  here,  he  never  yet  brake  his 
word,  he  is  ay  better  than  his  word,  but  never  brake  it.    By 

being 
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being  fully  pcrfuadcd  of  thcfe  things,  you  (hall  be  brought  to 
an  unftiakcn  confidence,  fo  as  to  believe  without  daggering, 
Hke  Abraham  the  father  ^f  the  faithful.  So  much  for  the 
ffcond  exhortation. 


Is»  Ixiii.  4.— i^ir  the  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  heart,  and  tie 
year  of  my  redeemed  is  come* 

THE  SIXTH  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 

MY  third  exhortation  from,  this  branch  of  the  do£lrine  is 
this.  Is  it  fo  that  Chrift  our  glorious  Kinfman  has 
^ivenged  our  quarrel  upon  Satan  and  his  auxiliaries  ?  O  then 
be  exhorted  to  marry  your  blefled  Kinfman,  that  has  been  fo 
kind  to  us  as  to  take  an  expedition  againfl  the  powers  of  hell 
in  order  to  our  redemption.  O  Sirs,  when  Chrift  the  glorious 
Meffiah  looked  down  from  heaven,  and  faw  us  betrayed  unto 
everlafting  ruin  by  Satan,  that  grand  Abaddon  and  Apollyon  ; 
when  he  faw  ub  in  covenant  with  hell,  and  at  an  agreement 
with  death,  lying  under  the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  in  the  adul* 
terous  embraces  of  our  lulls,  his  fpirit  within  him  warmed^ 
and  ftirred  with  refcntment  againft  the  enemy  that  betrayed 
us,  he  prefently  comes  down  and  examines  the  matter,  he 
convenes  the  old  fcrpent  before  him,  and  dooms  him  to  de- 
ftra£lion|  faying,  ^*  The  feed  of  the  woman  fhall  bruife  the 
head  of  the  ferpent."  As  if  he  had  faid,  O  Satan,  I  will  be 
avenged  on  thee  for  the  injury  thou  haft  done  to  the  woman 
and  her  feed  %  I  will  take  on  the  nature  of  man,  and  in  his  na- 
ture I  will  be  thy  ruin  and  deftru£lion,  and  of  all  thy  works* 
And  accordingly  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  he  comes  with  his 
heart  fraughted  with  love  to  us,  and  vengeance  againft  princi- 
palities and  powers,  fpoils  them  on  his  crofs ;  and  after  all, 
ne  having  done  the  part  of  a  kind  Kinfman  and  Redeemer, 
he  iffiies  forth  a  proclamation  and  purpofe  of  marriage,  fay- 
ing, as  it  is,  Hof.  ii.  19.  20.  "  I  will  betroth  thee  unto  me  for 
ever,  yea,  I  will  betroth  thee  unto  me  in  righteoufnefs,  and  in 
judgement,  and  in  loving  kindnefs,  and  in  mercies.  I  will  even 
betroth  thee  unto  me  in  faithfulnefs,  and  thou  ftialt  know  the 
Lord.'*  O  Sirs,  I  come  to  you  as  a  friend  of  the  great  Bride- 
groom, to  court  your  confcnt  unto  the  bleffsd  baygain  5  your 
jp^infman  and  Avenger  of  your  blood,  he  is  willing  and  defi- 
fous  to  come  under  a  conjugal  relation  to  you  ^  and  therefore, 
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O  fay  the  word,  and  fay  it  with  your  hearts  and  tongues,  *^  I 
^m  toe  Lord's :  I  am  his,  ^nd  he  is  mine  :  This  is  my  belo- 
ved, and  this  is  my  Friend  and  Kipfmaa,  O  daughters  of  Je» 
Tufalcm.'* 

Now,  becaufe  we  muft  deal  with  you  as  rational  agents ; 
therefore  1  will  offer  you  fome  conddcrations  to  gain  yourcon- 
fent  to  marry  our  bleifed  Kinfman. 

Motive  I.  Confider  that  it  was  for  this  end  that  he  became 
our  Kinfman,  and  took  on  our  nature,  that  he  might  come  un* 
43er  a  nearer  relation  to  us,  even  to  betroth  us  to  himfelf  ip 
the  relation  of  a  fpoufe  and  bride.  Under  the  law  tlie  Jews 
were  bound  to  marry  one  of  their  own  tribe  ;  fo  the  Son  of 
God,  that  h^  might  we4  fo  with  us,  he  became  of  the  fame 
tribe  and  family  with  us,  took  upon  him  the  feed  of  Abraham, 
pmd  not  the  natyre  of  angelfi.  The  diftance  between  the  di- 
yine  and  human  nature  was  fo  great,  th^t  there  coifid  \c  no 
marriage  relation  between  God  and  man  till  the  diftance  b(| 
removed,  and  i^t  |Lwp  natures  be  brought  into  a  nearer  union 
one  with  another,  W^H>  tQ  majice  ^^ray  fpf  jthis,  the  divine  and 
human  natures  are  joined  in  a  perfonal  union,  Ood  is  mani- 
fefted  in  the  flefh :  fo  that  if  you  do  not  marry  ypur  I^anf- 
man  and  Redeemer,  you  do  what  you  can  to  defeat  th^ 
defign  of  his  incarnation,  and  do  your  word,  to  baffle  that 
glorious  plot,  the  very  mailer- piece  of  Infinite  Wifdom  an4 
Love.  O  let  the  confideration  of  his  flupendous  condefcen* 
lion  in  becoming  of  our  tribe,  nature,  and  family,  win  yout 
confent  to  him. 

Mot.  2.  Take  a  yiew  of  ourKlnfman^s  grcatncfs  and  txctU 
lency.  ^j/bat  Ihall  I  fay  of  him  ?  Words  T^il  us,  yea,  thought 
and  imagination  fail  us,  when  we  begin  either  tp  think  ot 
fpeak  of  his  excellency,  who  is  a  courtier  of  your  afFcftions^ 
We  would  not  know  how  to  fpeak  a  word  aUpijt  him,  if 
he  had  not  by  his  Spirit  in  his  word  furni(hed  us  with  proper 
cxpreflions  of  his  glory.  And  indeed  tht  words  by  which  our 
ideas  of  him  are  to  be  formed,  are  fuch  as  raife  our  finite  minds 
unto  ccftafy,  when  viewed  in  a  way  of  believing.  O  who  is 
lie,  or  what  is  he  i  **  Whp  can  ^cciare  his  generation  ?'*  His 
very  name  is  fo  great  and  glorious,  that  no  man  can  frame  to 
pronounce  it  aright  but  by  the  Ho)y  Spirit.  O  Sirs,  will  you 
refufe  to  be  married  to  your  JMaker  and  Redeemer,  whofc 
name  is,  "  The  Lord  of  hofts.  The  mighty  God,  The  ever- 
lading  Father,  The  Prince  of  peace,  I'he  brightnefs  of  the 
¥aihcr's  glory.  The  bright  and  mornmg  Star,'*  in  whofe  pre* 
jfencc  all  the  liars  of  created  glory,  whether  in  heaven  or  ia 
earth,  do  hide  their  heads  and  difappear,  as  if  they  were  aiha- 
im^d  to  be  feen  befide  himi  Your  Kinfman,  who  waits  for 
I  your 
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jiroiir  confcnt,  for  beanty  is  fo  excellent,  that  he  is  "  fairer  than 
the  children  of  meiiy  his  countenance  is  like  Lebanon,  and  ad 
the  fun  fhining  in  his  ftrcngth.**  For  wifdom  he  is  fo  eminent, 
that  he  is  "  thewifdom  of  God  in  a  myftery,  and  all  the  trca- 
furesof  wifdom  and  knowledge  are  hid  in  him.*'  For  ftrcngth, 
he  is  "the  man  of  God's  light  hand ;  whom  he  made  ftrong 
for  himfelf ;  he  is  the  power  of  God,  as  well  as  the  wifdom  of 
God  ;"  his  arm  brings  falvation  to  (inners  in  the  room  of  the 
powers  of  hell.  For  birth  slnd  pedigree,  he  is  God's  "  firft-born, 
made  higher  than  the  kings  of  the  earth  ;"  he  is^  as  to  his  di« 
vine  nature,  **  the  only  begotten  of  the  Father,'*  the  only  re- 
prefentattve  pf  his  Father's  family,  and  all  the  gloty  of  his  Fa- 
ther's houfe  hangs  upon  him  ;  and  as  to  his  human  nature^ 
you  will  fee  from  his  genealogy,  Matth.  i.  that  he  is  "  .the 
ofl^pring  of  ancient  kings,"  of  the  royal  family  of  David.  For 
honour^  he  is  equally  honourable  with  the  Father,  and  he 
«'  thinks  it  no  robbery  to  be  equal  with  God  ;"  he  is  the  ho- 
nourable head  of  all  principality  and  power,  might  and  do- 
Ininion,  and  of  every  name  that  can  be  named,  whether  ia 
this  world,  or  that  which  is  to  come*  For  riches,  he  is  '^  the 
heir  of  all  things ;"  the  riches  of  Solomon  were  but  chafF  and 
drofs  in  comparifon  of  that  gold  tried  in  the  fire,  that  he  will 
bcftow  in  abundance  upon  his  bride.  For  conftancy  in  love^ 
he  '\jrchs  in  his  love,  and  changes  not ;"  his  name  is  I  am^ 
•*  without  any  variablenefs  or  (hadow  of  turning."  For  life,  he 
himmorta/:  other  hufbands  die,  and  leave  their  wives  mclan- 
cbolj  widows ;  but,  O  Sirs,  your  Kinfman  lives  for  ever  s 
<'  As  the  Father  hath  life  in  himfelf,  fo  hath  he  given  to  the 
Son  to  have  life  in  himfelf."  It  is  true,  he  was  once  dead^ 
and  buried  ;  but  being  the  Lord  of  life  and  death,  it  was  not 
poflible  that  the  bars  of  the  grave  could  detain  him  ;  no,  no^ 
though  he  was  dead,  yet  now  he  is  alive,  and  lives  for  evermore; 
death  (hall  never  break  the  marriage-knot  between  him  and 
you  ;  for  he  conveys  immortality  and  life  to  his  bride  that  mo- 
ment fhe  gives  her  confent  to  him,  "  He  that  bclieveth  in  the 
Son  of  God,  hath  everlafting  life."  Thus  you  fee  what  a  glo- 
rious, honourable,  and  excellent  perfon  our  Kinfman,  the 
Avenger  of  our  blood,  is,  who  oflFers  to  be  married  to  you.  O 
Sirs,  who  would  not  match  with  him,  who  would  not  reckon 
it  their  greateft  honour  to  be  brought  under  a  marriage- rela- 
tion to  him  ? 

Mot.  3«  To  encourage  your  confent  to  marry  your  Kinfman^ 
the  Avenger  of  your  blood,  confider  what  he  will  do  fdr  you, 
and  to  you,  if  you  will  marry  him  ;  he  will  rcftore  to  you  what 
he  took  not  away,  and  will  do  that  for  you  which  the  law  could 

Vol.il  3  S  not 
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xxot  do^  ai\c\  ^Kx^h  the  whole  wprki  of  angels  and  oncn  coali 
poi  do,  but  hicnfelf  only, 

1^,  He  will  fedore  the  beautiful  itoaRC  of  Qod  upon  you 
which  was  defaced  through  ^he  cont^^ious  poifon  of  the  old 
ferpent.  Thou  art  hccome  black  like  UeU  by  lyio^  among  the 
devil's  pot^,  of  an  Ethiopian  hue  ;  hut  if  thou  >yilt  naairj  tb|  ^ 
Kinftnan,  he  will  make  you  btautiful  through  his  own  comeU^ 
nefs,  the  beauty  of  the  I^ord  thy  God  vfhl  be  put  uppxi  thee,  fc 
that  thou  (halt  be  ''  like;  the  winga  of  a  dove,  cQvei:^4  wii]| 
fiiver,  and  thy  feathery  with  yelbw  gold*" 

ad/y.  If  thou  v^ilt  niafry  thy  KinJDnun  and  Aiienger,  0 
tinner,  he  will  rcflore  thy  title  to  the  loft  an4  moctga^d  ijh 
heritahcei  Thou  loft  thy  title  that  ipomeat  thy  father  Adam 
x^t  of  the  forbidtkn  &i|>t,  and  by.  bis.  (tn  thpu  a|t  hecocne 
an  lieit  of  hell  and  wrath '%  huM-.  hj,  conJC(njting  unta  this  bettct 
Huib^nd^  \hf  i^laiov  aud  title-  ta  the  ipheruance  0iall  be  (cl 
upon  a  better  ibotmg  thai^  it  was  at  iiTft  i  for  tho^  ibak  hs 
«*  an  heir  of  God,  aftd  a  joim-l>/cir  with  Jjcfus  Chrift:"  yo^kua^K 
t;be  wife  by  marriage  is  intQceftcd  in  ifi%  huQ>and's  eftate ;  Iq 
hcre- 

3^/v»  As  the  foundation  of  thy  title  to  the  inheritance,  be 
wiU  reftore  to  thee  a  perfeft  law  of  xightepi^fneCs,  wheicbi 
thou  (halt  be  put  in  cafe  to  look  all  accusers  and  accufat ions  in 
the  face.  Thou  loft  thy  righteoufnefs  in  the  firft  Adaijn,  bat 
in  Chtift  thy  Kiufman  thou  comes  to  be  clpthjed  with  th(^  rill*' 
teoufucfs  of  GoJ.  Adam's  rlghteoufnefs  wa^s  his  clothing  adi 
ornamen^^  and  To  foon  as  ever  he  loft  it,  he  and  all  his  pc^enr 
ty  became  naked  j  but  thy  Ivinfman  will  array  thee  "  wijt^the 
garments  cf  falvatioa,  and  with  the  robes  of  righteou(he&  { 
Chriil,  he  pives  hia  bride  her  marriage- robe,  (he  ha^  not  a  rag 
of  her  own  to  cover  hor  nakednffs. 

4*hk^  Marry  thy  Kinfman,  and  he  will  clear  aU  thy  debts 
ihcu  owe  ft  unto  the  law  and  juftice  of  God  •,  for  the  power  of 
pardon  is  in  his  hand,  *'  I,  even  I  am  he  that  blotteth  out  thy 
t ran fgrc dons  for  mine  own  fake,  and  will  not  remember  thy 
fins."   ' 

5//vj,  He  will  heal  all  thy  difeafes  and  wounds,  Thou^axt 
•raturaily  lying  in  thy  blood,  like  the  man  that  fell  into  his  eot- 
ini;?s  hands  between  Jerufalem  and  Jericho  ;  but  if  thou  wilt 
take  thy  Kinfman  for  thy  hufband,  he  will  heal  all  thy  dif** 
tafts  ;  for  his  name  is  Jehovah  Rophi,  and  at  length  bfi  will 
prcfcnt  thee  to  his  Father  "  without  fpot,  wrinkle,  or  anyiuch 
thing." 

6th/y,  Marry  thy  KinCroan,  and  he  will  manage  all  thy.  con- 
cerns for  thee,  whether  in  heaven  above,  or  in  the  earth  be- 
neath.    Haft  thou  any  bufinefs  at  the  hi^h  court  above  ?   Thy 

Kinfman, 
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KinfmaVi,  he  will  manage  that ;  for  he  is  "out  AdVdcate  with 
the  Father."  Haft  thou  any  affairs  on  earth  whferfe^ith  th6w 
art  perplexed  and  entangled  ?  Tby  KinfiViati  will  ir.aiiagfc 
theft  alfo  for  thee ;  for  he  has  Paid,  tlrat  **  ail  things  (hall  work 
together  for  good,  to  them  that  love  God,  to  them  who  ^xt 
the  called  according  to  his  purf^ofi  ;**  and  he  bids  his  fpouf;: 
cad  all  her  tate  upon  hitn. 

^thfy^  Matry  ycur  ICinfman,  and  he  will  provide  you  a  larg^ 
jointure.  Ahhough  the  fpoate  of  Chrlft  contraft  nothing  With 
him  but  debf,  yet  fuch  is  his  liberal  love  to  her,  that  he  ph)- 
vides  her  in  a  whole  kinj^oni,  <<  I  appbint  unto  yoil  a  klng« 
dom,  as  my  Fathct  hath  appoirtted  unto  the.*'  He  prta^ 
videsherin  a  jointure- houfe,  uhei-c  he  and  flit  (hall  dwelt 
for  ever :  **  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you  ;  fii  my  Father'^ 
houfe  itt  mahy  manGons."  In  a  word,  he  makes  over  him^ 
ftlFand  his  whole  fulrteft,  which  is  more  than  heaven  and 
earth,  and  the  fulnefs  of  both.  O  ihall  hot  ail  this  prevail  with 
you  to  join  hands  with  your  Kinfman^  the  Avenger  of  ydur 
blood. 

Met.  4.  hy  vi^ay  ti  motive,  \»fll  you  confider  that  the  put*- 
p6fe  of  inatriage,  on  the  part  of  this  glorious  Kinfman^  is  in- 
titfiit^d  arid  proclaimed.  We  who  are  minift^rs,  as  fricmis 
of  the  BTidegrt)om,  pfbclaim  it  as  with  found  of  trumpet  up- 
6a  the  hotife-tops,  in  the  tops  of  the  high  placts  of  ZioHk  ]^t 
it  known  to  all  men,  that  the  Soh  of  God,  the  Prince  of  life, 
Hke  Lotd  of  glory,  is  content  to  be  Vvedded  atid  married  to 
tftt^  Ctit  of  the  pofteirity  of  Adam,  that  has  a  mind  to  join 
liiAds  D^ith  hiiVi.  O  Sirs,  will  you  coutiteradl  the  mirriage 
after  prochmatbn  ? 

Mdt.  5.  Confider,  that  the  contraft  is  drawn,  I  hieari  the 
tbntfafl  of  the  new  and  better  covenant ;  yea  more,  the  bride- 
groom of  fouls,  the  kind  Immailuel,  he  has  \xi  his  own  and  \\h 
Father's  name  figned  the  conti^aft  with  his  precious  biood, 
itt  his  blood  is  the  blood  of  the  covenant ;  ainl  by  the  Ihed- 
difig  of  his  biood,  he  has  "  confirmed  the  cOveharit  With  ma- 
ny ;'*  yea,  he  has  fuperadded  his  oath,  that  you  might  have 
twd  immutable  things  to  build  your  faith  u{56n.  And 
,  rrtoreover,  the  contra6^  cf  marriage,  it  is  already  atttfted  by 
the  three  that  bear  record  in  heaven,  the  Father,  the  Word, 
.jtad  the  Spirit,  who  all  give  their  joint  teilimony  unto  the 
bargain. 

Mot.  6.  Confider,  that  this  contra£l  of  the  new  covenant  df 

■  grace  and  promifc,  it  is  indorfed  to  you,  to  let  you  know,  it  is 

nd  vicious  intromiflion  for  you  to  put  your  hand  to  it  in  a  way 

of  believing :  "  To  you  is  the  word  of  this  falvation  fent :  The 

praoixfe  is  onto  you,  and  to  yo^xr  feed,  and  to  all  that  are  afar 
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off."  The  promife  is  left  to  you,  and  we  that  are  minlften 
are  fent  to  open  the  contents  of  it ;  to  tell  you  of  its  freedom, 
of  its  f  ulnefs^  of  its  comely  order  and  {lability,  and  to  lay  it  in 
broad  band  before  you,  requiring  you  to  fubfcribe  with  the 
hand  of  faith,  faying,  "  I  am  the  Lord's." 

Mot.  7.  Confider,  that  you  have  fo  far  given  your  confent 
already  to  this  glorious  Kinfman,  that  he  Ihould  be  your  Huf« 
band,  aiid  you  his  fpoufe  and  bride,  that  you  cannot  retrad 
^without  perjury  and  adultery.  When  a  woman  has  given  her 
hand  to  a  man  before  witnefles,  and  faid  with  her  mouth,  that 
ihe  takes  fuch  a  man  for  her  hufband,  promiGng  to  be  faithful 
to  him  unto  death  \  we  reckon  that  woman  married  in  the 
fight  of  the  world  *,  and  it  is  not  lawful  for  her  to  difpofe  of 
Jierfelf  to  another  man,  without  being  guilty  of.  perjurvin 
breaking  the  marriage-oath ;  and  if  (he  join  he^felf  to  another, 
ihe  is  an  adulterefs.  Well,  Sirs,  thus  far  is  the  bargain  gone 
between  Chrift  and  every  one  of  you  (I  pray  you  confider  it, 
for  this  is  a  matter  of  the  greateft  moment),  you  are  already 
married  unto  Chrid.  You  have  confented  to  be  his,  aiid  not 
another's,  in  baptifm,  you  was  then, dedicated  and  devoted  to 
him  *,  and  have  you  not  many  times  made  open  profefiion  of 
the  name  of  Chrift  ?  Do  you  not  all  own  him  as  your  Saviour, 
as  your  Prophet,  Prieft,  and  King,  before  the  world  ?  Havq 
you  not  been  at  a  communion-table  ?  Are  you  not  called 
Chriftians  after  blYn,  as  a  woman  is  called  by  the  name  of  faff 
hufband  ?  Well,  do  not  all  thefe  make  marriage  between  hiil^ 
and  you  ?  Are  you  after  all  this  at  liberty  to  follow  other 
lords  and  lovers  ?  I  own  indeed,  that  many,  many  multitudes 
in  the  vifible  church,  go  all  thefe  lengths,  who  yet  are  never 
married  to  him  in  their  hearts,  and  who  are  joined  to  their 
idols  inwardly.  But  whether  you  faid  it  with  your  hearts  or 
not,  you  have  before  the  world  profefTcd,  that  he,  and  he  only, 
ihall  be  your  Lord,  and  that  other  lords  (hall  not  have  domi- 
nion over  you ;  and  if  your  heart  did  not  go  along  with  your 
profeffion,  you  are  rank  hypocrites.  But  your  profeflcd  con- 
lent  makes  nriarriage  before  the  world,  fo  that  you  ftand  bound 
by  the  oath  of  God,  to  be  for  him  and  not  for  another  j  and  if 
you  go  after  other  lovers,  and  proftitutc  your  fouls  to  them, 
you  play  the  harlot,  as  the  Lord  fays  to  Ifrael,  Jer.  iii.  1 .  And 
we  find  this  profeffed  and  declared  qonfent  unto  Chrift^  is  call- 
ed marriage  with  the  Lord  in  fcripture,  Jer.  iii.  14.  and  urged 
by  the  Lord  as  an  argunient  for  their  return  to  hiqi  j  •*  Turn, 
Q  backili^ing  children,  faith  the  Lord,  for  I  am  married  unto 
you."— :  And  upon  this  ground,  their  idolatry  and  other  fins 
fall  under  the  charge  of  fpiritual  fornication  and  adultery, 
ycr.  2.  **  Thou  haft  polluted  the  land  with  thy  whoredoms,  an4 
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•with  thy  wickcdncfs/'  Thus  you  fee,  that  thtrc  is  already  a 
maniage-rtlation  betweeu  Chrid  and  you,  and  you  cannot  re- 
tra&' without  whoredom  and  adultery.  And  feeing  you  have 
already  figned  the  contract  of  the  covenant  profefledly  before 
the  world,  why  will  you  not  fign  it  with  your  heart  alfo,  by 
which  a  man  believes  unto  righteoufnefs  ?  If  you  do  not*  you 
deal  deceitfully,  with  God,  and  *'  curfed  is  the  man  that  doth 
the  work  of  the  Lord  deceitful  I  y.'* 

Mot.  B.  Cooiider  how  mightily  the  heart  of  our  glorious 
Kinfman,  and  Avenger  of  blood,  is  fet  upon  a  match  between 
you.  So  much  was  his  heart  fet  upon  it,  that  the  very  thoughts 
of  it  were  matter  of  rejoicing  to  him  before  the  world  was 
made ;  he  ^*  rejoiced  from  etemitv  in  the  habitable  parts  of 
the  earth,*'  that  is,  in  thefe  parts  of  the  earth  where  he  faw  he 
would  get  a  bride  to  himfclf  among  the  pofterity  of  Adam. 
His  heart  was  fo  much  upon  this  match,  that  he  came,  *^  tra- 
velling in  the  greatnefs  of  his  ilrength,'*  in .  order  to  refcue 
and  deliver  his  bride ;  when  he  faw  her  lying  with  the  chains 
of  hell  upon  her,  he  flees,  as  upon  the  ivhigs  of  the  ivind^  for 
her  relief,  crying,  The  day  of  vengeance  is  in  mine  hearty  and 
the  year  of  my  redeemed  is  come,  bo  much  is  his  heart  fet  upon 
this  match,  that  he  is  the  molt  earned  fuitor  10  you  that  ever 
was  ;  he  invites,  he  befceches,  he  intreats,  and  obtefts  (inners 
to  give  the  con  fen  t  of  ^he  heart,  as  well  as  of  the  mouth  \  and 
when  finners  refufe  to  give  the  confent  of  their  hearts  to  him 
as  their  iiufband,  his  very  heart  is  like  to  burii  within  him  ; 
•*  My  bowels  are  turned  within  me,  and  my  repentings  arc 
Jtindled  together." 

Mot,  9.  Thib  is  all  the  reward  that  he  feeks  of  you  for  hi& 
hard  and  fore  travel,  in  fpending  the  blood  of  his  heart  for  the 
Satisfying  of  ju(tice,  and  in  avenging  your  quarrel  upon,  the 
powers  of  hell,  namely,  that  you  give  the  confent  of  your  fouls 
to  be  his,  and  not  anorher's.  O  let  himy^*^  the  travel  of  his  foul, 
that  he  may  hefatufied. 

Mot.  IQ.  All  parlies  are  pleafed,  if  you  be  but  content. 
Our  Klnfman's  Father  is  pleafed  ;  he  6r(l  propofed  the  match 
to  his  own  Son,  in  the  council  of  peace  ;  and  he  alfo  propofes 
it  to  us  in  the  word ;  he  fends  forth  his  fervants,  inviting  all 
to  the  marriage-fupper  of  the  King's  Son,  faying.  "  BehQld> 
I  have  prepared  my  dinner  :  my  oxen  and  my  failmgs  are  kill- 
ed, and  all  things  are  ready :  come  unto  the  marriage ;"  fo 
that  God  the  Father  is  pleafed  with  the  match.  Our  Kinfmam 
Chrift,  the  glorious  MeiTiah,  he  is  pleafed,  and  fo  well  pleafed, 
^hat,  when  a  tinner  gives  his  confent  to  marry  him,  he 
Reckons  it  his  coronation  day  and  the  day^of  the  gladnefs  of 
^is  heart,  (^.x^X.  iii.  ii.     The  friends  of  .the  Biidegroom  are 
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pieafedt  all  faithful  minidem  are  pkafed^  fot  they  tfftve!  in 
hinh  till  you  confent  to  marry  this  cr^ditafc^e  Kinfrhan  of  ours. 
Fellow  virgins,  all  true  believer8>  are  pleafed,  and  rejoice  when 
Chrift  gets  a  new  bride.  In  a  word^  the  whole  fannily  of  the 
church* militant  and  triumphant  itjoice  when  a  (inner  is  be^ 
trothed  unto  the  Sort  of  God-  Now,  feeiftg  til  parties  con* 
cerned  are  pleafed  with  the  bargain^  Oh  ihall  there  be  atty 
more  flop  in  it  i 

Here  we  ftand  ready^  in  his  nnme^  to  anfwer  all  ima^nable 
objedions  that  unbelief  may  offer  againft  your  marrying  the 
Avenger  of  your  bfood- 

Otjed.  I.  The  diftance  is  fo  great  between  him  and  me,  that 
I  cannot  think  he  will  ever  look  on  me  ^  I  am  unworthy  of 
any  body's  notice,  much  more  of  hisj  who  is  "  the  Prince  of 
the  kings  of  the  earth."  j^h/w.  Since  he  does  t)ot  ftand  upon 
the  inequality  of  the  match,  do  not  you  obje£t  it ;  for  the  odds 
lies  on  his  lide*  Again,  the  greater  the  inequality  be,  iht 
more  is  the  glory  of  free  grace  manifefted,  and  that  is  hi3  ploti 
that  grace  may  reign,  and  not  merits  And  then  remeihbcr  it 
is  God's  ordinary  way,  to  pafs  by  the  gtcat,  rich,  honourable, 
and  to  pitch  upon  the  bafe,  foolifli,  mean  things  of  the  I^Orld^ 
*«  that  no  flefli  may  glory  in  his  prefence.** 

Obje£l.  2.  I  am  black  and  ugly,  and  deformed,  will  he  evcf 
join  hands  wirh  me,  he  whofe  •*  countenance  is  as  Lebanbn  ?** 
jinjiv.  He  never  took  any  of  Adam's  race  to  him  in  fuch  a  re» 
lation  becaufe  they  were  beautiful,  but  bccaufc  he  defigncd  fo 
make  them  beautiful  '^through  bis  comclinefs."  But,  Oh! 
rty  fms  are  of  a  deep  dye.  Anfw.  This  (hall  be  no  ftop,  if, 
i.  18.  "  Come  now,  and  let  us  reafon  together,  faith  the 
Lord  ;  though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  (hall  be  as  white 
as  fnow  5  though  they  be  red  like  crimfon,  they  fliall  be  as 
wool." 

OhjeB.  3.  I  am  a  dead  finner,  will  ever  the  Lord  of  life 
match  with  me  ?  Avfiv,  Hear  himfelf  anfwering  the  object 
tion.  If.  Iv.  3.  •*  Hear,  and  your  foul  fhall  live."  Give  thy 
confent  to  hum  by  faith,  and  though  thou  w^rf  ^f^^^  yet  (hal^ 
thou  live. 

Object.  4.  I  do  not  know  if  ever  the  Bridegroom  loved  mcf 
or  defigned  that  1  (hould  be  his  bride.  Anfw.  If  a  man  fhould 
propofe  and  promife  marriage  to  a  woman,  and  fhc  (liould  re- 
iufe  her  confent,  under  a  pretence  that  fhe  did  not  know  the 
defign  of  his  heart,  would  not  this  be  to  charge  her  courtier 
witJbL  difingcnuity  ?  So  here  the  cafe  is  the  fame  ;  wo  arc  to 
judge  of  the  Lord's  heart  and  dcfigns  by  the  words  of  his 
mouth;  and  faith  holds  him  by  hi^  word  and  at  his  word. 

Ohjccl,  5. 1  want  a  will  to  give  my  confent  to  him.     Anfvi* 

Tut 
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Put  (by  viU  in  his  hand»  and  he  promifes  to  make  thee  "  wiH- 
ii>g  in  »  day  of  bii  power/'  And  if  the  enmity  and  averfition 
pf  thy  wiU  be  ically  thy  excrcijfc,  it  b  ap  cridcnce  that  the 
footed  CQn(ent  of  thy  hcaxt  la  nkeddy  ^ned  ;  for  I  ncTer  de-» 
fire^a  greater  Qvidence  of  true  love  to  Cbrift,  than. to  be  groan- 
ing under  the  enmity  of  the  heart  againfl  him. :  fo  it  is  a  fign 
that  tho  will  is  reaHy  bowed  to  hnn,  wheictka  remaining  cor- 
rupt will  19  (he  (wit\  burden  andexercife* 

Nq^w«  I  (baU  cof^eludc  tbia  exhortation  with  a  few  advices; 
if  yoiH.  indeed*  bave  a  mind  for  this^  msatch  wtlh  oor  Goel,  our 
glorious  Kinfman»  who  haaareo^ed  our  qrsarfcl  upon  hetl^fin^ 
^pd  death*  Aud  foe  youx  dke^tton^  I  teeommeod  the  jprac- 
%XU(^  of  Ruthy  07  her  eaxria^e  till  the  a^eottpliflunent  of  her 
xoarriage  with  Boa^i,  her  kinfoaan  or  redeenKt ;  for  in  the  He^ 
breiw  iangus^e  the  (smA  wovd  fif;oifies  both  a.  kinfman  and  r/-» 
^dnnwr^  as  you  will  fee  hy  nodcing:  ths  ctiargto  of  your  Bibles, 
Rutb  iv.  14.  NoiWi.  I  (jiy».  QbTefTe  Rufth's  cnana^ment  in  tht9 
noAt^r,,  aBd  follow  her  exanaplev  &k  ^^  ibefr  things  are  wtitten 
fbioMvlisarning." 

U  Yo«  will  fis4>  that  Ruth  (be  elave&ft  unto  her  moehev 
NaonRH  and  flicwed  great  kifidnefs  to  her,  (d  that  fhc  would  by* 
na  means  part  with  her*  when  returaiJig  to  her  own  countrjv 
to  "  dwell  uudcr  the  winj^a  of  the  God  of  Ifrael.*'  We  are 
toldjL  that  Orp^  <'  kifled  bee  motbea-to-bw/'  and  then  left 
hef  >  rcsturning  agaiii  unto  her  own  people  tn  the  land  of  Moaby 
but  Ruth  would  by-  nA  means  part  with  her,  Ruth  i.  16.  r  7. 
So  my  advice  to  you  is,  to  cleaye  to  your  mcdier,  the  ehurds 
itk  her  r,f  Curning  to  the  Lord  God  of  IfraeL  I  do  not  adf  ife 
yen  ^  Qkave  tio  ow?  mother  in  Ivsr  hackflidrngs  from  the 
l«0!rdy.but  cleave  to  her  in  fo  far  as.  fiie  returns  toj^the  Lord  Godf 
of  ifraicJt  to  dwell  under  his  (hadow.  If  Ruth  had  left  her 
motbAi;  Naomi,  aei  Qrpab  did,  Che  had  never  been  married  to^ 
bet  kinfmitfi  Boa?,  (he  had  been  quite  out  of  the  way  to  it :  fe^ 
my  advice  ^  you,  in  order  to  a  marriage  with  Ghn(^  yow 
blefic^d  Kinfman,  15  ta  clears  to  your  mother«church,  the 
<hurch  of  Cbrift,  in  her  returnbg  to  the  Lord,  and  do  herail^ 
the  kindnefs  that  you  qq^u  Bpaz  took  it  kiodiy  that  Ruth  had 
dealt  with  her  mo!ber- in-law,  and  (hewed  her  kiadnefs  in  a 
ftrange  land,  a  ad  can^e  along  with  bez  unto  tlie  £and  of  Ifrael : 
fo  Chrift  he  takes  it  kindly  when  any  fhew  kindncfs  unto  hi« 
church,  and  cleave  to  her  when  ia  a  ftrange  land,  or  anK)ng; 
the  midft  of  enemies.  Say  with  the  pfahnift,  Pfal.  cxxxvii^ 
5»  6.  "  If  I  forget  thee,  Q  Jerufalem,  let  my  right  haad  forget 
her  cunning.  If  I  do  not  remember  thee,  let  my  tongue  cleave 
to  the  roof  of  my  moujtb  i  it  1  prefer  not  Jerufalcm  above  my 
chief  joy."    O  ftudy  t^  keep  by  the  popi  church  of  Chrift,  e(^ 
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pecially  in  her  returning  to  the  Lord.  I  confefs  there  irt  rnanf 
things  wrong  in  the  church  at  this  day,  but  yet  we  mull  not 
leave  her  for  tbit,  we  mud  not,  like  Orpah,  kifs  her,  and  bid 
her  adieu  ;  no,  we  muft  cleave  to  our  mother,  and  yet  feparate 
eurfelvesfrom  her  defe^is,  by  giving  due  teftimonyagainft  what 
is  wrong  about  her. 

2.  Ruth,  you  will  find,  according  to  the  advice  of  her  mo« 
ther  Naomi,  went  and  gleaned  in  the  field  of  Boaz  her  kin^ 
man;  and  fhe  was  difcharged  by  Boaz»  as  well  as  her  mother, 
from  goin^  to  glean  in  another  man's  field.  Do  you  the  like, 
glean  the  field  of  our  blefied  Kinfman,  Jcfus  Chriit,  and  keep 
by  his  reapers,  I  mean  the  faithful  minifters  of  Chrift  ;  this  is 
the  advice  given  to  the  fpoufe,  Cant.  i.  7.  8.  "  If  thou  know 
not,  O  thou  faircft  among  women,  go  thy  way  fonh  ]by  the 
footfteps  of  the  flock,  and  feed  thy  kids  among  the  (hepherds 
tents.  Why  (hould  I  be  as  one  that  turneth  afide  by  the  flocks 
of  thy  companions  ?'*  Do  not  turn  afide  unto  the  fields  of 
ftrangera,  deceivers,. erroneous  teatherd,  hirelings,  who  have 
the  ihccps  clothing,  but  **  inwardly  are  ravening  wolves." 
Keep  by  Chrift's  green  paftures,  his  neld ;  for  there  you  may 
expe£);  to  have  fomething  dropt  for  your  encouragement,  by 
the  order  of  thfe  great  Matter  of  the  field  ;  as  Boaz  ordered 
his  reapers  to  let  handfuls  fall  to  Ruth,  when  (he  kept  by  his 
field ;  fo  if  you  keep  by  4he  pure  field  of  the  preaching  of  the 
word  and  ordinances,  as  he  has  commanded  them  to  be  dif- 
penfed,  you  may  expeft  that  our  kind  Kinfman  will  let  fome* 
thing  fall  for  your  encouragement. 

3.  Ruth,  fiie  improved  every  hint  of  Boaz's  kindnefs  and 
good- will,  to  cleave  to  him  as  her  kinfman  ;  and  the  more  that 
Ihe  obferved  his  kindnefs,  the  more  ftie  was  encouraged.  So 
I  would  have  you  to  encourage  faith  and  truft  in  our  Goel  and 
Kinfman,  from  every  hint  of  his  good- will  and  kindnefs  mani- 
feiled  in  his  worJ.  Do  as  the  fervantsof  Benhadad  did,  who 
catched  at  every  favourable  word  that  dropt  from  the  mouth  of 
the  king  of  Krael.  Gather  up  the  (heaves,  or  the  handfuls  that 
he  orders  his  reapers  to  let  fall  to  you  ;  and  when  he  bids  you 
come  at  meal-time,  and  eat  of  his  bread,  and  dip  your  liiorfel 
in  his  vinegar,  or  wine,  be  fure  to  do  his  bidding,  and  take  ic 
as  a  token  of  his  kindnefs  ;  for  his  heart  is  full  of  love,  being 
love  itfelf. 

^.  We  are  told,  that  Ruth  did  creep  down  at  her  kinfman's 
feet,  chap.  iii.  7.  and  under  his  covering,  being  encouraged 
thereunto  by  the  relation  he  bore  her,  as  a  kinfman,  by  the 
kindly  words  and  ads  that  he  had  (hewed  her.  So  my  advice 
to  you  is,  to  lie  down  at  the  feet  of  our  kind  Kinfman,  and 
creep  under  the  covering  of  his  righteoufnefs  5  for  be  is  **  clothed 
%  with. 
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with  t  garment  down  to  his  foot;'*  and  encourage  your^- 
fetves  to  do  fo,  from  the  kindnefs  that  he  (hews  by  his  words 
and  a£t8.  O  what  kindnefs  has  he  (hewed  in  his  wordi 
•*  Come  to  me  who  will,  I  will  in  no  wife  cad  out :  Whofo- 
ever  wiHi  let  him  come,  and  take  the  water  of  life  freely." 
O  what  kindly  invitations  doth  he  give  to  '*  come  and  eat  of 
his  bread,  and  drink  of  the  win^:  that  he  hath  mingled  !^  O 
what  kindnefs  appears  in  his  aAs,  particularly  in  becoming 
^'  bone  of  our  bone,  and  fiefh  of  our  flelh,.laying^down  his  life 
a  ranfom  for  many,  in  fpoiling  principalities  and  powers,  and 
making  a  (hew  of  them  openly,  triumphing  over  them  in  his 
crofs  1^  Now,  let  all  this  encourage  you  to  creep  near  him, 
and  to  creep  under  the  covering  of  his  law-ful(iiling  righce-> 
oufnefs,  and  fay  to  our  Goel,  as  Ruth  did  to  Boaz,  chap.  in.  9. 
^*  Spread  thy  fkirt  over  me,  for  thou  art  a  near  kinfman,"  or, 
as  in  the  margin,  ^'  one  that  hath  right  to  redeem."  O  Sirs,  our 
bleffed  Boaz,  he  will  be  fo  far  from  taking  this  in  ill  part,  tiiat 
he  will  fay  to  you,  as  Boaz  did  to  Ruth,  chap.  iii.  10.  1 1.  And 
if  yott  do  this,  our  Kinfman  will  not  be  in  reft,  till  he  have 
finiChed  the  thing,  according  to  your  hearts  defire,  chap.  iii.  uiu 
And  accordingly  you  (ind  he  fini(hes  the  redemption  and  mar.. 
riage  tc^ether  in  the  laft  chapter^ 

i)>roceed  now  to  th^  fourth  branch  jof  exhortation,  from 
«his  fecond  branch  of  the  doArine.  Is  it  fo,  that  Chrift,  our 
•glorious  Kinfman  and  Redeemer,  has  avenged  our  quarrel  upt 
OQ  the  powers  of  hell  ?  Did  he^  in  the  refentment  of  our 
quarrel,  invade  Satan's  kingdom,  counterad  his  projedl  for 
our  ruin,  deftroy  his  (irft-born,  wreft  the  keys  of  hell  and 
death  out  of  his  hand,  make  him  a  prifoner  of  war,  and  load 
faimwith  chains  of  darknefs,  &c.  ?  I  fay,  has  he  thus  aven* 
ged  our  quarrel  upon  our  enemies  ?  O  then,  let  us  have  com* 
mon  friends  and  enemies  with  our  glorious  Kinfman,  faying 
with  David,  Pfal.  cxxxix.  21.  22.  "  Do  not  I  hate  them  that 
hate  thee  ?  and  am  not  I  grieved  with  (hofe  that  rife  up  againil 
thee  ?  I  hate  them  with  perfe£i  hatred :  I  count  them  mine 
enemies."  O  Sirs,  you  and  1  are  called  Chriflians,  after  our 
blefTed  Kinfman  Chrift,  our  very  name  bears  that  we  are  lifted 
lender  his  banner,  engaged  in  the  fame  quarrel  with  him, 
againft  Satan  and  all  his  auxiliaries  ;  and  therefor^  let  our  re- 
fentment point  the  fame  way  with  Chrift's,  when  he  faid,  The 
day  of  vengeance  u  in  mine  heart.  Chrift's  refentment  did  run 
againft  Satan,  not  as  a  creature,  but  as  a  fmner,  as  a  criminal. 
It  was  the  ruin  of  (in  that  Chrift  intended.  This  is  the  great 
pillar  ^f  Satan's  kingdom  in  the  world,  it  is  his  main  and  only 
buiwar]^,  his  "  firft-born,  and  the  beginning  of  his  ftrength.*' 
Chrift  well  knewj  that  if  once  this  were  cut  olF  and  dcftroyed^ 
^  Vol.  II.  3  T  Si^HT>'? 
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Satan's  kingdom  ib  the  workl  would  f^H  likt  lightqiqg ;  ami 
therefore  we  find  it  fo  frequently'  aflcrted,  that  this  was  the 
ftnain  and  prindipal  end  of  his  manlifrftatroh  in  the  BcAi,  :acd 
of  his  manifeiUtion  in  the  word  aiki  Sphkc  t  Fobrthis  pttrpofe^ 
fays  the  apoftle  John,  the  8on  **  was  manifefted  to  tikt  vwKf 
fin/'  I  John  ill.  5.  became  to  ^*  fjhre  his  people fecmi  Ihesr  iinss 
For  thk  purpofe  was  the  Son  of  God  manifeftcd,  to  deftroy  the 
^ivorks  of  the  devit/'  that  is,  fin  and  death.  Yea  hi<  very  name 
was  called  ^^  Jefus,  becaofe  he  &ves  his  peopk  from  theit 
fins/*  Now,  1  fay,  was  t)te  irengeaoce  of  a  Aedeemcf  thus 
bended  againA  this  firft-bofn  of  Satan,  in  order  tx>  ovr  redanp- 
tion  ?  O  dien,  let  me  cali  and  invite  all  that  profefs  thie  name 
€>f  Chrift,  or  who  have  im  nanie  called  upon  ihcoa^  to  cdme 
fordi  <<  to  the  beipof  tlie  Lord  againft  the  mighty  *,'*  join  kiJnds 
vrith  the  Son  of  God,  in  helping  to  pail  down  tbe  wcHrks  of 
the  desvil  in  the  workL  As  Chrift  fpent  his  bbod  ^  to  finiAi 
tranigreffion,  and  to  md^e  an  end  of  fin  ;''  £9  let  us  evctt  ^  n- 
£ft  unto  blood,  ftriving  againft  it.'*'  This  is  what  our  glonoui 
Kififman  and  Avenger  fre^uendy  calls  o&  to  in  has  wwd)  woi^ 
<o  arm  us  with  die  greater  refentment  againft  fin^  kb  cmlb  ns 
to  make  ynx  againft  &»,  by  a  word  borrowed  ftpm  tbe  Idtdd  ti 
death  that  he  fuflPered  in  avenging  our  miarrel,  viz.  that  of  qiv* 
cifixion.  .He  caUs  us  to  ^*  crucify  the  tte(k»  with  the  afie£tik)ns 
and  hifts.?  « I  am  crudfied  with  Chrift,*  fays  PauL  The  Sp' 
rit  of  God|  no  doubt,  for  holy  ends,  inafloes  ufe  of  fqch  aa  efr 
prefSon,  particularly,  that,  b^  prefenting  the  death  and  crois 
of  Chrift  «nto  our  view,  the.  remembrance  of  his  death  for  our 
£ns,  might  make  us  breatlie  after  nothing  lefe  than  the  deatk 
and  ruin  of  fin  in  our  own  fouls :  and  therefore  I  fay,  O  '^  nKir« 
tify  the  deeds  of  the  body  of  fin,"  and  let  nothing  Icfs  thanth^ 
vOtal  extirpation  of  it  content  you. 
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bElNG  THE  SUBSTANCE  of  SEVERAL  SERMONS, 
ON  PsAL.  iu  6. 

THC  FIIit«iT  PREACHED  AT  PERTH  B^EOaE  THE  ASSOCIATE 
IPRPISBTTERT,  THXJVLSfiAX,  OCT.  13.  I7379AMP  APTSaWiJROS 
ENLARQEDtUPOM  at  9TIRJLXNG1  FOR  SOBiE  au^B^ATUS  THmBf' 
AFTER.  .  '    .r   .    .  ,  •:• 

■       '        ,       .  ■•■11..;  .   ■  •  . 

Psal;  ii.  6.—Tet  have  IJttmy  Kmg  upim  my  hljiJillcfZUtjf^  - 

THE,  PXRSrr  SBUMON  OH  tlRtb  TBXT; 

tN  the  firft  three  vcriFca  of  thii  pfaltn,  we  have  an  account  ot 
the  ftron^  oppofition  that  is  made  to  the  kingdom  and  go-^ 
Vernrocnt  of  the  Mefliah.  One  would  thpught,  that  ^hen  he 
fcame  into  tht  worid^evcry  knee  Would  bow  unto  him,  crying^ 
**  Hiofanna  to  the  Son  of  David  ;^  and  that  art  the  (ipeptr^  of 
the  earth  ihould  have  been  laid  at  his  feet ;  but  never  Was 
any  goVernmctit  f6  much  oppofed.  For,  (i.)  We  arc  here 
told,  that  hctl'  and  earth  take  the  ala^m  when  he  appears  up- 
on the  ftagc  :  "  The  heathen  rage,'*  &c;  (2;)  Tlie  bppofitioii 
'they  make  is  here  defcribed  \  it  is  fpitetul  and  malicious ;  fot 
they  ragf  and  gnaih  their  teeth  at  him,  filled  with  indtgnatiofl 
a|;^m{l  him,  Luke  xiii.  14.  John  xi.  47.  Ada  v.  17.  33%  and 
xix^  28.  &Ch  it  is  delibexaie  ;  ihjtj  t^Ai  counfil^  ^c.  It  is  re- 
Iblute ;  they  "  fet  thcmfelvcs  againft  the  Lord,"  fet  their  faces 
like  fiint)  and  make  themfelves  a  brow  of  brafs.  It  is  joint 
oppofition  J  they  ambine,  (3.)  What  they  a,ini  at  by,  this  op- 
po^tion  to  Chf  iit ;  they  are  children  of  Belial,  that  cannot  en^b 
dure, the  yoke,  they  cafta-wayhis  cords^  hi&  commaodoients,  his 

laws  } 

*  The  following  difcoUTfes  were  taken  from  the  author's  not|s,  which 
he  never  intended,  at  writing,  for  the  public,  but  only  for  ti{e  help  of 
his  own  memory,  and  weic  enlarged  in  the  delivery,  as  the  Lord  was 
pleaitd  to  aiTifl.  Several  difpouries^  p^ticuUrly  iji  theapplitatpry  pact# 
were  omitted  in  the  tranfcribiog,  to  preve^thevc  being  too  vojumin^u^ 
and  large.  I^othing  "but  the  clamours  of  ehemieS)  and  the  imi>ortunity 
of  friends^  partfcuhrly  with  relation  ^o  the  firft  fermon  at  Pertfi,  has 
nisrdje  the  author  yield  to  tht  pubftcation.  And  he  judged  that  the 
6rft  diicourfe,  without  any  more,  wotUd  been  too  lame  upon  fu^ch  a  ftfb* 
:(g:t>  No  tongue,  no  pen  can  handle  it  acc;«4%ag  to  its  wpxt^.  ••  Wtaa 
8  fufiicicntfur  thefe  things  ^ 
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laws ;  thefe  are  what  they  refolvc  to  break  through.  (4.)  Sc^ 
how  all  thefe  defigns  are  baffled  with  the  greateft  eafe,  ver. 
4.  5.  (5.)  Notice  the  ftability  xjf  Chrift's  kingdom,  iiotwith- 
(landing  of  all  thefe  attempts  of  hell,  in  the  words  of  my  text, 
Tet  have  Ifet  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  ofZion. 
Where  wc'ntay  notice, 

1.  The  royal  office  and  chara£kcr  of  our  glorious  Redeem- 
er ;  he  is  a  King  ;  this  name  he  hath  *'  on  his  vefture,  and  on 
his  thigh,"  Rev.  xix.  16. 

2.  The  authority  by  which  he  reigns  ;  He  is  tny  King^  fayS 
God  the  Father,  and  Ihave  fct  him  up  from  everlaititig :  **  The 
Fittlifcr  judgeth  no  man  ;•  but  hath  commited  all  judgement 
unto  the  Son."  The  world  difown  his  authority,  but  I  own 
it ;  I  have  fet  him,  1  have  **  given  him  to  be  head  overall  things 
to"tlic  thurch."     ••       . 

3.  His  particular  kingdom  over  which  he  rules ;  it  is  offer 
my  holy  hillofZiortf  an:eininent  type  of  the  gofpel-ohurch.  The 
temple  was  built  upon  mount  Zion ;  and  therefore  called  a 
iiq/y  hill.  Cbrift's  throne  is  in  his  church,  it  is  his  head*quar« 
i&rpy  and  the  place  of  His  particular  refidence,  ^^  The  Lord  hath 
clioien  2ion,  heliatli  defired  it  for  his  habitation.  His  laws 
go  out  of  Zion,  and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jcrufalem. 
There  are  the  thrones  of  judgement,  the  thrones  of  the  houfe 
of  David." 

4.  Notice  the  firmnefs  of  the  divine  purpofc  with  refpcft 
unto  this  matter  ;  JTet  have  I  fit  him  King.  ^.  d.  Whatever 
be  the  plots  of  hell  and  earth  to  the  contrary,  he  reigns  by  his 
t''ather*s  drdijiatiom 

Observe,  That  Chrift  is  King  in  Zion,  the  alone  Sove- 
reign of  his  church,  by  his  Father's  appointment  and  or- 
dination.  Tet  have  Ifet  my  King  upon  my'koly  hill  of  Zion. 

In  difcouriing  this  dodrine,  I  (hall  endeavour^  through  di- 
vine alfiftancc, 

I.  To  fpeak  a  little  of  this  fovcrcigii  Prince. 

II.  Of  the  kingdom  which  he  govern?. 

III.  Why  God  the  Father  hath  appointed  and  ordained  him 
'Kihg'in  Zion. 

•  IV.  Apply.  -  , 

L  As  to  iht  Jirfly  I  fliall  endeavour,  i.ToproVe,  that 
Chrift  is  a  Prince  of  royal  authority.  2.  'Give  fome  of  his 
excellent  qualities  and  properties,  to  reeoitimend  him  to  all. 
As  to  ihtfrji^  his  fovercignty  and  royal  authority  appears, 
I.  From  fcripture-prophecy:  Gen.  xlix.  10.  "  The  fceptrc 
ftiall  not  depart  from  J«dah,  nor  a  lawgiver  from  between  his 
feet,  until  Shiloh  ccme."    Luke  i.  32.  33.  ♦*  TI^c  Lord  God 

.  fliali 
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Ihall  give'unto  him  the  throne  of  his  father  Davul.  *  And  he 
(hall  reign  over  the  houfe  of  Jacob  for  ever,  and  of  his  king- 
dom there  feall  be  no  end."  Mic.  v.  2.  "The  Ruler  of  Ifrael, 
whofc  goings  forth  have  been  from  of  old,  from  everlafting." 

2.  From  fcripturc- types.  David,  Solomon,  aud  others  of  the 
kings  of  Judah,  who  were  adive  in  building  and  repairing  the 
temple  and  worihip  thereof,  did  all  typify  him  in  his  royal  of- 
fice ;  and  though  tne  royal  family  of  David  be  extin£l  on  earth, 
yet  it  is  perpetuate  in  him  for  ever  in  heaven. 

3.  fVom  fcripture-titlcs  that  arc  afcribed  to  him  :  "  Mefliah 
the  Prince,*  Dan.  ix.  25.  "  The  Prince  of  peace,**  If.  ix.  6. 
*'<  The  Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth.  The  King  of  kings, 
and  Lord  of  lords,*'  &c. 

4.  From  the  concurring  teftimony  of  enemies  and  flrangers. 
The  wHc  men  of  the  eaft,  when  they  come  in  queft  of  him, 
they  inquire,  **  Where  is  he  that  is  born  King  of  the  Jews  ?"' 
And  it  Was  not  without  the  hand  and  counfel  of  God,  that  Pi- 
late  wasdireAed,  to  the  difguiling  of  the  Jews,  whom  he  had, 
contrary  to  his  light  and  confcience,  gratified  with  the  blood  of 
Cfarift,  to  affix  that  tide  to  his  crofs,  in  Hebrew,  Greek,  and 
Latin,  «*  Jefus  of  Nazareth  the  King  of  the  Jews."  .  Balaam, 
Numb,  xxi  V.  17.  **  A  ftar  ihall  arifc  oat  of  Jacob,  and  a  fceptrc 
out  of  Ifrael,  that  (hall  fmite  the  corners  of  Moab,  and  deftroj 
all  the  children  of  Sheth.'* 

.  5.  From  the  badges  of  fovcreignty  every  where  afcribed  to 
him. 

We  read  in  fcripture,  ift^  Of  his  folemn  inveftiture  with  the 
government  \  his  mounting  the  throne,  when  he  afcended  up 
on  high.  See  the  folemnity  of  his  inftalment,  fpoken  of,  PfaK 
xlvii.  5-  ^^  God  is  gone  up  with  a  (hout,  the  Lord  with  the 
found  of  a  trumpet,"  &c. 

idly,  We  read  of  his  throne,  Pfal.  xlv.  6.  "Thy  throne,  O 
God,  is  for  ever  and  ever  ^**  and  his  throne  is  "  high  and  lifted 
up,"  If.  vi.  I.  Tile  very  fame  throne  upon  which  his  Father 
fits.  Rev.  iii.  21.  "  To  him  that  overcomcth  will  I  grant  to 
fit  with  me  upon  my  throne,  even  as  I  alfo  overcame,  and  am 
fet  down  with  my  Father  upon  his  throne. 

3^/y,  We  read  of  his  coronation,  and  that  both  by  his  Fa- 
^er,  and  the  church,  called  his  mother.  You  read  of  iiis  Fa- 
ther's orownipg  him  with  glory,  Heb.  ii.  7.  "  Thoti  madeft  him 
a  little  lower  than  the  angels  ;  thou  crowaedft  him  with  glory 
and  honour,  and  didft  fet  him  over  the  works  of  thy  hands," 
And  you  »read  of  the  church,  Ms  mother,  crowning  him,  C^nr,. 
iii.  «///.  ^*  Go  forth,  Oye  daughters  of  Jcrufalcro,  and  behold 
king  Solomon  with  the  crown  wherewith  his  mother  crowned 
h\m  in  the  day  of  his  efpoufals/*  &c. 

4/%,  We  read  of  his  royal  fceptre,  the  rod  of  hu  ft.\^w^\\^ 
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which  is  alfo  at  rod  of  ironi  to  govetn  his  fu)»}f£U»  fUul  to  < 

Iu$  enemies  in  pieces* 

5/^,  We  iTfftd  of  th^  laws  ifiiied  out  l^y  his  authouty  fraftl 
Zipn,  an4  for  ^ion,  fm  the  goreroci>6nt  of  hi$  fafajeAs.  U 
was  he  that  gave  forth  the  law  of  $ omniandments  froQi  movnt 
Siflai»  and  it  is  be  that  gives  fQ?th  the  law  of  fsuth  frpm 
mount  ^iooi  If-  ii«  3*  ^'  The  law  (hs(U  go  forth  fooa  Zion^ 
and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jertifalem/' 

6thly^  We  read  of  courts,  hoth  for  worAip  wid  djfcipliiic, 
held  in  his  name  ;  fpeaking  of  ^ioj|>  pr  the  (^mkIi^  it  ia  (aid| 
<<  There  are  the  thrones  of  judgement^  the  tiirdms  ^  tht 
houfe  of  David."  In  the  ^urch  are.  eourts  .for  worfliip, 
where  his  fubjeds  attend  him,  both  for  hea^ifig  his  wiceJo 
hii(  word}  and  for  paying  the  rent*  of  worihiffc^nd  adocation 
they  owe  him.  Aad  then  for  i^owrts  of  judgement  or  |oveni« 
mcnt,  we  fee  a  fynod  htid  ip  hi9  narne^  A£is  xv* ;  aad  where^ 
ever  two. or  three  of  his  olfici^ni  «ie^t  in  his  nauane,  fopexeiu 
cifing  the  kcy%  of  dp£iriac  or;diffiipUne»  he  promifed  to  tie  in 
d)e  midft  of  thi^tn. 

^ihly^  We  read  of  the  oAcer$  of  his  kingdom,  fucli  as 
apoftk^^  propbi£t$,  etssgeliftsi  paftors  and  teachers,  el<^eu  and 
deacons.  A^ci  ^e  apoftle  fpeaking  of  minifters  of  the  gcdpel^ 
calls  them  "  afpbalT^dors  of  Chrift*"  a  Cor.  v.  %q*  Evnt y  faith- 
ful minider  has  commiflion  from  Cbrift,  as  King  in  Zsoh^ 
although,  alas !  mgny  who  pretend  to  carry  his  commii&on 
now-a-days,  arc  changing  their  holding. 

8/^^  We  read  of  tl^  keys  of  the  kingdom*  Chcift  fays  unto 
his  apoftles  and  minifters,  ^*  Unto  you  I  gtve  the  keys  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven ;  and  whatfoever  y«  fiiali  bind  on  earthy 
ihaJl  be  bound  in  heaven.*'  By  the  keys  we  are  to  undcrftand 
the  do6lrine  and  difcipline  of  his  appointment. 
.  9^^h>  '^^^  power  of  peace  and  war,  of  life  and  death,  arc 
in  his  hand.  He  cafts  out  the  white  flag  of  peace  to  bis  ene« 
xnies  in  the  gofpel.  We  preach  the  gofpel  of  peace,  publifh 
the  word  of  reconciliation,  "  That  God  was  in  Chrift,  recon* 
ciling  the  world  unto  himfelf."  And  if  peace  be  not  accepted^ 
in  his  name  we  denounce  war  againil  finners  that  do  not  be- 
lieve in  him  :  "  He  will  wound  the  head  of  his  enemies,  and 
the  hairy  fcalp  of  him  that  goeth  on  in  his  trcfpafles.*'  "  He  that 
believeth  not,  is  condemned  already  ;  and  the  v/rath  of  God 
abideth  on  him." 

lothly^  He  is  condltute  the  fovereign  Judge  of  heaven  and 
earth,  of  men  and  angels.      '4he   legiflative   and  -executive 

£owcr  is  in  his  hand,  •*  the  keys  of  hell  and  death ;"  and  it  is 
it  folely  in  his  band,  for  "  the  Father  judgcth  no  Bna»,  but 
hath  committed  all  judgement  unto  the  iion."   Fromi  all  thefe 

things 


Tie  iovenignty  cfZion^s  King*  $  \g^ 

id^ngs  it  appears,  thtt  Chrift  is  a  fevereign  King,  %  Prince  of 
jFoyal  airthority. 

Secmdly^  I  Would  give  yeu  a  view  of  the  excelletit  quali- 
ties of'  Zion's  King,  and  let  them  ferre  as  fo  rtiany  mbtivet 
to  ftrangers  to  fubmit  unto  his  authority ^  artd  as  To  many  con- 
dials  unto  his  friends  and  loyal  fubgefts,  in  this  dark  and  doudy 
day. 

1.  tketi,  He  is  a  very  ancient  KiHg^  He  is  itideed  "  the 
Ancient  of  days :"  he  is  no  upilart ;  his  throne  was  *<  fee  up 
from  ^orbftiog  \**  noiie  can  eom|>eie  utrith  him  for  anttqalty, 
<<  The  evetlafting  Fathet ;  Rul^  lA  {frael,  Whdfe  goings  fottH 
were  of  old,  from  ererlafting/' 

2.  He  is  a  King  of  incom]^arat>1e  wifdom :  *^  A  >mttr  than 
Solomon  is  hcf  ^.'^  Solomon^  tvifdom  was  but  folly  eompated 
with  Us  \  for  ^<  in  him  are  hid  all  the  treafurda  of  Wifdom  and 
knowledge." 

3.  A  Kitig  of  intGftibl^  power,  and  abfoliite  authority: 
<(  All  oowisr  in  heaven  iatid  earth  are  his."  He  is  *<  the  mah 
of  Oofl's  right  hand  j"  the  arm  of  JfekovAM  is  in  hxm  :  he 
liaih'^*  a  name  above  every  name,  and  at  his  name  every  knee 
(ball  Wfiv;^  kt. 

4.  He  is  a  King  <rf  wifpotted  liolinrfs  and  purity.  «•  Thte 
holy  One>of  Ifrael  is  oor  King  %  of  purer  eyes  than  that  he  cati 
behold  iniquity."  His  name  is  a  holy  iiame.  His  throne  is  a 
holy  thrdne  i  he  *<  fits  upoii  the  (hrolie  of  his  holti^efs."  His 
laws  are  holy  laws ;  **  'The  law  is  holy ;  and  the  commandment 
hdyi  and  jail,  and  good."  His  covenant  #ith  his  fubjedls  is 
a  holy  covenant;  <' he  hath  Commanded  his  holy  covenant.*' 
The  officers  that  beat  the  veifels  of  his  houfe  artj  and  (houl^ 

5.  He  is  a  righteiWis  King.  "  Righteoufnefs  and  judgement 
are  the  habitation  of  his  thtone.  Behold  a  King  (hall  rei^n 
in  righteoufnefs^''  If.  xxxii.  i.  We  have  an  account  of  tht 
equity  <tf  his  adminidration,  If.  xi.  i— 3-  &c.  Pfal.  xlv.  7. 
•*  He  loveth  righteoufnefs^  and  hateth  iniquity,**  &c. 

6.  He  is  a  gpracious  King.  His  name  is  *^  the  Lord,  gtlad« 
ous.**  He  is  faid  to  be  •*  full  of  grace  ;*'  and  grace  cbmes  bjr 
him,  and  rivers  of  grace  run  from  his  throne.  Rev.  xxii.  1 . 
Pfal.  xlvi.  4.  "  There  is  a  river,  the  (Irtams  whereof  do  make 
glad  the  city  of  God/*  The  throne  whereon  he  fits  is  a  throne 
of  grace,  and  aifis  6f  grace  are  emitted  from  his  throne,  even 
the  great  and  precious  promifes,  which  are  the  edicts  of  the 
King,  or  beneficial  hWh  ifiued  out  for  the  benefit  of  the  fub-^ 
jed. 

7.  He  is  a  moft  merciful  and  compaffionate  Kjtig.  He  has 
trowels  of  compalion  towards  his  enemies  ^  he  would  have 
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gathered  his  enemies  in  Jerufalem,  *^  as  a  hen  gathers  her 
chickens  under  her  wings ;"  and  when  his  enemies  prove  ob^ 
ftinate,  he  ^*  weeps  over  them,"  &c.  He  is  loth,  at  bis  very 
heart,  to  give  up  with  a  people  that  are  giving  up  with  hinsi 
Hof.  xi.  8.  *<  How  (hall  I  give  thee  up,  O  Ephraim  ?"  &c. 

8.  Of  wonderful  fympathy  with  his  fubjefls.  He  is  **  touch* 
cd  with  the  feeling  of  our  jnfirmitics  ;"  he  reckons  any  favour 
or  injury  done  to  thehlj  as  done  to  hinnfelf.  Match,  xxv.  at  the 

9*  A  I^ing  pf  immenfe  riches,  and  unbounded  liberality  and 
bounty.  .His  riches  are  unfearcb9ble  :  **  Riches  and  honour 
are  with  him."  And  as  for  his  bounty,  he  diftributes  his  grace 
as  freely  as  the  fun  fcatters  his. beams  through  the  earth.  He 
invites  all  the  world  to  come  and  (hare  of  his  fulneis.  If.  Iv.  \, 
•*  Ho,  every  one  that  thirftcth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,"  &c 
Prov.  ix.  at  the  beginning. 

ID.  He  is  a  King  of  untainted  veracity  and  truth.  Oncihay 
depend  upon  his  royal  word,  *^Heis  not  a  roan  that  he  (hould 
]ie,  neither  the  Son  of  man  that  he  (hould  repent/'  His  name 
}8  "  Truth,  the  Word  of  God.'*  One  nviy  venture  his  falvation 
with  fafety,  on  his  word,  for  he  never  failed;  **  all  the  promifcs 
of  God  are  in  him  yea  and  amjn."  He  hath  fealed  them  with 
his  blood,  and  fets  to  his  royal  amisn,  as  ^ *  the  faithful  sind  true 
witnefs/'  to  every  one  pf  them, 

1 1.  He  is  an  immortal  King.  Other  kings  they  "  die  like 
m^n,  they  fall  like  the  fpns  of  the  mighty  ;"  death  brings  them 
out  of  their  high  fe^ts,  and  fets  them  upon  a  level  with  the 
beggar  ;  but  the  King  of  Zion  ♦*  lives  for  ever  and  ever."  It 
is  true,  he  was  once  dead  •,  but  being  1*  the  Prince  of  life,"  it 
was  not  pofTible  that  death,  the  king  of  terrors,  could  detaio 
him  in  his  territories,  Rev.  i.  i8.  ''I  was  dead,  but  am  a- 
live,"  &c.     And  the  life  of  gU  his  fubieds  is  bound  up  in  his 

12.  He  is  at  prefent  an  inyifible  King^  out  of  the  (ight  of 
our  bodily  eyes.  He  has  gone  within  the  vail  **  to  appear 
in  the  prcfence  of  God  for  us  j"  he  pleads  the  caufe  of  all  his 
fubje£ls  in  the  highell  heavens.  But  (till  he  is  vi(ible  to  the 
eye  of  faith  ;  "  Whom  having  not  feen,  we  love."  And  in  a 
little,  he  will  be  vifiblc  to  every  eye,  RcV.  i.  7.  "  Behold^  he 
Cometh  with  clouds  ;  and  every  eye  (hall  fee  him." 

13.  He  is  an  eternal  King  ;  "  The  King  eterpal.**  As  his 
kingdom  is  from  everlafling,  fo  it  is  to  everlalling;  **  and  of 
the  increafe  of  his  kingdom  and  government  there  (hall  be  00 
end." 

14*  He  is  an  independent  King.     All  the  powers  of  the 

earth  depend  on  himj  "  By  me  kings?  reign,  and  princes  dt- 
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cree  joftice ;"  but  he  depends  upon  none;  It  is  true  his  me* 
diatory  kingdom  is  committed  to  him  by  hit  Father,  but  his 
cflential  kingdom  is  as  independent  as  that  of  God  the  Father^ 
^*  he  being  in  the  form  of  Cod,  and!  thinks  it  xlo  robbery  to 
be  equal  with  God.'* 

15.  He  is  a  puiflaiit  and  warlike  King.  He  is  *'  the  Lord 
of  hoftai  he  18  a  man  of  war."  He  encountered  Satan,  and 
wounde<l,  Sruilfed,  and  deftroyed  him  upon  Mount  Calvary^ 
and  he  will  wage^war  for  ever  againft  all  that  refufe  his  go« 
irernment,  and  fay,  '*  We  will  not  have  this  man  to  riile  over 
lis*^  He  will  jfend  but  his  armies  and  deftroy  them ;  and  not 
only  his  own  vengeance,  but  the  vengeance  of  his  Father  will 
fall  on  them,  Pfal.  ex.  i.  &c. 

^16.  He  is  "the  King  of  glory,**.  Pfal.  ixiv.  When  the 
(ummons  is  given  to  finners,  to  ^'  lift  Up  the  everlafting  doors**  . 
of  their  hearts  to  him,  they  are  told,  that  it  is  no  lefs  a  perfon 
than  "  the  King  of  glory"  that  calls.  Sol6mon,  in  all  his  glory, 
could  not  compare  With  the  lily,  far  lefs  with  him  who  is  "  the 
brightnefs  of  his  Father's  glory,"  and  on  whom  hangs  all  the 
glory  of  his  Fathet's  houfe,  If.  xxii.  24.  &c. 

I  fliould  now  proceed  to  the  other  things  in  tke  meihpd ;  but 
1  pa&  them  at  the  time,  and  (hall  only  oner  a  word  of  ufe  unco 
Itrhat  hat  been  faid,  in  a  few  inferences. 

1.  See  what  happy  perfons  the  true  and  loyal  fubje£bs  of 
Chrift  (believers)  are.  As  it  was  faid  by  the  queen  of  Sheba^ 
Concerning  the  fervanta  of  Solomon,  fo  may  we  fay  of  them» 
they  are  happy,  for  they  dwell  in  the  King's  court,  Pfal. 
Ixxxiv.  Arc.  All  his  fubjeds  are  made  fons  and  heirs,  *'  kings 
tad  priefts  unto  God  ^"  their  King  hears  them  when  they  call, 
Pfal.  XX*  9*  They  enjoy  peace  under  his  adminiftration.  They 
have  trouble  from  the  world  ;  but  "  in  him  they  have  peace ;  * 
they  dwell  on  high,  dwell  in  fafety.  Xliey  (hall  all  be  well 
feen  to  in  the  day  of  famine  and  trouble. 

2.  See  the  dangerous  rifk  they  run  that  invade  his  govern- 
tvient,  and  contemn  his  authority. 

^^.  Who  are  thefe  r 

Anjw.  I.  They  that  turn  the  authority,  derived  from  him^ 
io  the  huit  and  prejudice  of  his  kingdom  and  intereft.  All 
power  and  authority^  whether  civil  or  ecclefiailic,  is  derived 
ttoxR  him.  All  civil  power  is  from  hiin  :  <<  By  me  kings  rule." 
He  fets  up  kings,  and  cafts  them  down  at  his  pleafure.  And 
therefore  it  muit  be  a  dangerous  abufb  of  civil  authority,  to 
ena£l  laws  invadbg  the  royalties  of  his  crown,  and  the  hber- 
tics  of  his  fubje^is ;  laws  countenancing  witchcraft ;  laws  for 
the  profaning  of  his  day  and  worfhip,  and  for  modelling  the 
tourts  of  his  houfe,  and  officers  of  his  kingdom,'  according  to 
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their  mind  ;  laws  obliging  the  ambafladors  of  Zton's  King  tO 
change  their  holding,  and  to  become  the  heralds  and  officers 
t}f  king  and  parliament.  Again,  as  all  civil,  fo  all  ecclefiaftic 
authority  is  derived  from  him,  as  the  fountain  of  it,  having 
**  all  power  in  heaven  and  earth .'*  And  if  fa,  what  a  horiid 
coTifpiracy  againft  this  King  of  Zion  muft  it  be,  to  crtiploy  that 
power  for  fcreening  the  erroneous,  and  cenfuring  thcfc  that 
bear  witnefs  for  him,  for  violating  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
his  fubjcfts,  and  carrying  on  violent  intrufions  of  officers  into 
his  houfe,  to  the  dividing,  dcftroying,  and  fcattering  of  his  fub* 
jefts  ?  We  may  cafily  think  what  the  King  will  dd  with  fuch 
courts  and  officers,  when  he  reckons  with  them. 

2.  rhey  invjde  his  kingdom  and  authority,  who  adventure 
to  model  his  viitbh  kingdom  in  the  world,  after  their  o^n. 
fancy,  and  not  according  to  the  pattern  (hewed  in  the  holy 
mount  of  divine  revelation.  The  land-marks  of  the  kingdom 
of  Chriil  have  been  fet  from  the  word  of  God,  by  our  great 
and  worthy  forefathers  in  this  land,  and  adopted  by  the  oath 
of  the  great  God  ;  and  they  who  go  about  to  remove  thefe 
land-marks,  and  to  caft  the  government  of  the  church  of  Chrift 
into  another  (hapei  as  Epifcopalians  and  Se^iariand  do,  there  is 
ground  to  fufpedl  them  as  being  enemies  to  the  King  of  Zicn. 
And  among  other  things  that  convince  me  of  the' error  botk 
of  the  Epifcopalianand  Indcndepentfchemes  of  government,  thii 
is  one,  that  I  never  heard  tell  of  one  of  iheir  way,  that  fuflPerd 
martyrdom  for  Chrift,  as  King  of  Zion,  particularly  for  hft 
alont  headlhip  and  fovereignty  in  his  church.  The  fpeat  and 
fpirit  of  malignancy  and  perfecution  never  ran  againii  any  of 
thefe  ways,  at  leaft  in  this  land  ;  for  the  world  loves  its  own. 
But  it  is  well  known,  that  all  the  power  of  hell,  and  of  cede- 
fiailic  and  civil  tyranny,  has  been  bended  for  fuppreffing  that 
form  of  government,  which  has  been  fo  folcmnly  adopted,  from 
the  word  of  God  in  Scotland ;  which  to  me,befide  other  things, 
h  a  convincing  evidence,  that  it  is  of  divine  original.  When 
King  Charles  IL  was  rellored  to  the  crown,  againft  whom  or 
what  did  he  bend  his  power?  Was  it  againft  Epifcopacy  ? 
No  ;  he  rcftored  that  form  of  government  both  in  England  and 
Scodand.  Was  it  againlt  Independents  and  Scftarians,  who 
had  taken  off  his  father's  head  ?  One  would  have  thought,  that 
the  ilorm  ihould  have  broken  in  a  way  of  refentmcnt  upon 
ihem  ;  but  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard,  that  one  drop 
of  their  blood  was  fpilt  during  that  perfecuting  period  j  the 
itorm  lighted  upon  thofc  of  the  Prelbyterian  way,  both  in 
Scotland  and  England.  Was  this,  becaufe  they  had  joined  the 
ulurper,  or  endeavoured  to  cut  off  the  family  of  the  Stuarts  ? 
The  contrary  of  this  is  well  known  to  all  who  know  th^  hif- 
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%ory  of  thefe  times. '  No  good  reafon  can  be  conceived,  why 
the  flood  of  t>erfecution  did  rurii  with  fuch  violence,  againft 
them  beyond  all  others^  but  that  Rev*  xii.  17.  becaufe  they 
*'  kept  the  commandments  of  God>*'  with  reference  to  the 
kingdom  of  his  Son,  *^  and  held  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  Chrilt, 
^nd  the  word  of  his  patience/*^ 

3*  They  contemn  the  authority  of  the  King  of  Zion,  who 
walk  willingly  after  the  commandments  of  men,  in  oppofition 
to  the  commands  of  Chrift*  When  the  commandhients  cf 
men  interfere  with  the  authority  of  Chrift,  it  is  plain,  from  the 
pradice  of  the  apoftles,  and  of  the  three  children,  what  we  are 
to  to  do  i  "  Whether  it  be  right  to  obey  God  or  man,  judge  ye," 
faid  the  apoftles  before  the  Jcwiih  fanhedrim.  Aiul  fays  the 
three  children,  when  required  by  an  angry  king,  in  view  of  a 
fiery  furnace,  to  bow  down  to  his  idol,  "  We  are  not  careful 
to  anfwer  thee  in  this  matter,*^  &c.  How  culpable  then  arc 
thofe  men,  who  call  themfelves  miniders,  ofHcers,  and  ambaf- 
fadors  of  Chrift,  who,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  his  houfe,  at 
the  commandment  of  worm  man,  are  profaning  his  Sabbaths, 
polluting  his  worihip,  proftituting  their  office  by  (inful  com* 
pliance,  and  throwing  up  the  headiliipand  fovereigntyof  Chriit, 
our  only  King,  Judge,  and  Lawgiverj  and;Qa(ting  the  jewels  of 
.'     IfiS  crown  under  the  feet  of  men  ? 

They  will  be  found  equally  guilty,  who  ftaad  by,  and  fee 
thofe  injuries  ^ne  to  the  King  of  !^ion  by  others,  and,  who 
though  they  be  not  themfelves  a^lors,  yet,  I  fay«  ftand  by  as 
%e£tators,  or  are  fileot  without  witnc  fling  againft  thofe  things^ 
yra,  aiTociate  themfelves  with  traitors  to  the  Redeemer's  crown, 
as  though  they  were  his  loyal  fubje£ls  and  officers.  Would 
^y  man  be  reckoned  a  loyal  fubje£^  to  King  George,  cfpeci-^ 
ally  any  who  have  (worn  the  allegiance  and  abjuration,  and 
are  entrufted  with  any  honorary  and  beneficial  poils^  and  are 
daily  eating  the  king's  bread,  and  receiving  his  pay ;  I  fay, 
what  would  any  think  of  fuch  a  perfon  being  witiicfs  to  ma- 
nifeft  treiifon'  committed  againft  the  king,  and  yet  fliould  hold 
Lis  peace  ;  and  not  only  fo,  but  allow  fuch  to  fic  in  the  king's 
'courts,  and  fit  with  them  as  if  they  had  doYie  no  injury  ? 
When  manifeft  treafons  are  committed  againil  the  King  of 
Zion,  and  corruptions,  either  in  principal  or  pra^ice,  are  aLow- 
;ed,  and  not  purged  out  by  difcipline,  when  the  majority  of  a 
church,  and  of  iier  judicatories,  are  in  a  confpiracy,  the  plain 
command,  in  that  cafe,  is,  2  Cor.  vi.  17.  to  •'  come  out  from 
among  them,  and  to  be  feparate,  not  to  touch  the  unclean 
thing,"  that  the  Lord  may  receive  us.  When  the  corrupt 
party  are  few,  fays  Hooker,  they  are  to  be  cait  out ;  but  when 
ihe  body,  or  majority  of  the  church,  becomes  wicked,  then, 

fay^a 
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(ays  he,  the  found  part  is  to  withdraw  from  her ;  for  which  be 
eitcs  the  above  fcripture,  a  Cor.  vi.  17.  The  apoftle  Patil, 
when  he  orders  the  inceftuous  perfon  to  be  caft  out  1^  excom- 
miuiicationy  he  gives  thi&  reafon  for  it,  becaufe  '^  a  little  lea- 
ven leaveneth  the  whole  lump  }*'  plainly  intimating,  that  when 
the  whole  lump  of  a  church  is  leavened  with  unpurged  fcandal 
and  error,  ihe  is  like  the  houfe  under  the  ]aw,  over-rup  with 
the  Icprofy,  which  was  not  only  to  be  left  by  the  inhabitants) 
but  to  be  taken  idown  to  the  foundation.  Sin  is,  in  fcripture, 
compared  unto  fmoke.  You  know,  when  a  houfe  is  fo  fmoky} 
that  it  is  like  to  ftifle  the  breath,  or  fmothcr  this  inhabitants, 
there  is  no  help  for  it,  diey  muft  leave  the  hcHife,  and  feek  new  < 
lodgings. 

'Lqfi  inference.  See  from  this  dbArine  an  eicellent  rule 
Sox  all  the  fubjc^s  of  the  King  of  ^ion,  who  defire  to  be 
found  faithful  unto  him  in  a  dark  a6d  cloudy  day>  hew  to 
deer  their  courfe.  You  knoWf  in'  the  time  of  a  revolt  and 
infurrcAion  in  a  kingdom,  igainft  the  government,  when  aB 
things  art  running  to  confufion,  the  loyal  fubje^ls,  who  adhere 
io  the  iritereft  of  ttieir  king,' they  make  inquiry  after  the  king's 
ilandard.  Their  queftion  is  not,  Who  have  the  greateft  numben? 
or,  Where  away  is  the  greateft  body  of  mep  fwaying  ?  But  if 
the  king's  ftandard  be  lifted  up,  however  few  they  be  that 
own  it.  Why,  theiir  queftion  is,  Where  doth  it  ft  and  ?  or.  What 
is  the  party  that  are  cleaving  to  it  ?  This  is  the  very  cafe  is 
this  divided  and  diftra^ed  day  wherein  we  live.  There  is  an 
infurre^iion  againft  the  King  of  Zton,  even  in  the  houfe  of 
his  profcffcd  friends,  and  even  under  the  covert  of  his  name 
and  authority.  EccleGaftic  judicatories  are  carrying  matters 
quite  contrary  to  the  laws  of  his  kingdom  aind  pmileges  of  bis 
fubje£ls ;  and  yet  affirm,  that  they  have  his  authority  to  do 
thcfc  things.  A  judicial  teftimony  is  lifted  up  againft  their 
corrupt  courfes,  both  in  matters  of  dodlrine,  difcipline,  and  go- 
vernment ;  and  yet  many  that  profefs  friendihip  to  the  King  of 
Zion  in  this  land,  are  in  a  fufpenfe  to  what  hand  to  turn  ;  whj, 
the4kray  to  come  to  a  refolution  is,  to  inquire,  Where  ftands^ 
the  ftandard  of  the  covenanted  teftimony  of  Chrift  in  the  land? 
whether  within  or  without  the  camp  ?  If  it  be  held  faithfitllf 
within  the  camp,  then  it  is  duty  to  join  it  there  :  but  if  it  be 
without  the  camp,  we  are  to  follow  it  there,  although  we 
ftiould  be  obliged  to  take  up  ihe  crofs  in  following  it. 


PSAL. 


(  s^s  ) 

r«AL.  ii.  S.-^Tit  havt  Ifet  my  King  upon  my  holy  hill  efZi^n. 

THE  SECOND  SERMQN  ON  THIS  TEXT. 


THE  doarine  was,  <<  That  Chrift  i$  King  in  Zion,  the 
only  Head  iLtiA  Sovereign  of  his  cbm ch,  by  his  Fathet's 
appointment  and  ordination.**     Tet  have  I fH  my  Kingt  Sec. 

The  method  in  which  I  propofed  to  profecote  the  dodrine, 
waS| 

I.  To  give  Ibme  account  of  this  forereign  Prince  hero  fpo- 
ken  of. 

II.  To  give  fonie  account  of  his  kingdom^  and  the  adniini- 
ftration  ^  it. 

.  lit.  Why  God  the  Father  has  lodged  the  government  «pon 
him. 

IV.  Apply. 

I  have  only  fpoken  to  the  firft,  given  fome  account  of  this 
yoyal  Prince,  who  is  by  God  veftcd  with  the  fovereignty,  and 
made  fonie  application. 

II.  I  come  now  to  givs  fame  aeaunt  ofChri/Pi  kingdom^  and 
^e  odmittiBration  of  it.  Here,  1. 1  ihalt  offer  a  few  diftin£lions 
of  Ghrift^  kingdom.  a«  Shew  why  the  church  is  called  the 
holy  hillofZion.  3.  Give  you  fome  of  the  properties  or  qua- 
Ikws  of  Chrift's  kingdom.  4.  Difcourfe  a  little  concerning 
t}te  adual  execution  and  adniiniftration  of  the  kingdom  of 
Chrift)  as  Mediator. 

Thejfj^  thing  is,  to  offer  a  few  diftin£lions  of  Chrift*g 
|iingdom.  Know  then,  that  the  kingdom  of  the  Son  of  God 
is  twofc^d,  either  effential,  or  perfonal.  His  effcntial  kingdom 
helongs  unto  him,  as  to  his  divine  nature,  or  as  he  is  the  Soa 
of  God,  the  fecond  perfon  of  the  glorious  and  ever  bl^fled 
Trinity,  the  fame  in  fubftance,  equal  in  power  and  glory  with 
the  Father,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft.  Chrift,  confidered  in  this 
view,  is  the  great  Lord,  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  of 
all  things  therein,  and  the  government  and  difpofal  belongs 
unto  him  by  right  of  creation.  But  it  is  not  of  this  abfolute 
or  efiential  kingdom  of  Chrift  that  I  now  fpeak,  but  of  his 
perfonal  and  mediatory  kingdom,  as  he  is  Immanuel,  God- 
man  ;  and  under  this  conlideration  he  a  As  by  a  delegate  autho« 
rity,  or  a  power  committed,  or  given  him  by  the  Father,  for 
t|ie  filvation  of  the  dtOt  that  were  given  him.     Man  being 
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fallen  from  theftate  wherein  he  was  created,  muft^  in  order  to 
his  recovery,  be  brought  under  another  model  of  government, 
than  that  which  he  was  under  at  his  creation,  when  he  was 
fubjed  to  God  only  as  his  Creator  and  Benefa£^or,  promifing 
life  to  him  upon  the  terms  of  the  covenant  of  works ;  I  fay, 
in  order  to  his  recovery^  a  new  fcene  of  government  behoved 
to  be  created  ;  the  plan  of  which  was  laid  in  the  council  of 
peace  from  eternity.  By  virtue  of  this  plan  of  government, 
the  fird  perfon  of  the  glorious  Trinity  fuftains  the  part  of  the 
fupreme  Judge,  paffin>i^  a  fentence  of  condemnation  upon  all 
mankind  for  the  breach  of  his  holy  law  ;  but  yet  fo  far  difpen- 
fes  with  the  rigour  of  the  law,  as  to  admit  of  a  ranfom  and 
fatisfaflion.  God,  in  the  perfon  of  the  Son,  fuflains  the  place 
of  a  Mediator^  Surety^  and  Redeemer^  promifing  to  fatisfy 
and  to  repair  the  honour  of  the  holy  law.  Upon  which  un« 
der taking,  the  Judge  is  fo  well  pleafed,  that,  in  order  to  the 
accomplifliment  of  the  iSon's  undertaking,  *^  all  power  in  hea- 
ven and  in  earth  is  given  him  :"  all  government  is  committed 
to  the  Son,  angels,  men,  and  devils,  and  all  creatures,  are  put' 
into  his  hand,  that  he  may  make  them  fubferviejic  to  the  re- 
covery of  that  poor  contemptible  creature  man.  And  it  is 
upon  this  foundation,  that  the  great  Jehovah  fays,  in  the 
text  and  context.  Yet  have  I  fet  my  King  upon  my  holy  bill  of 
Zion.  "  I  will  declare  the  decree  :  tlic  Lord  hath  faid  unto 
me,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee.  Afk  of 
me,  and  1  will  give  thee  the  Heathen,"  &c. 

Now,  |;he  mediatory  kingdom  of  Chriit,  It  is  either  more 
general  or  fpecial. 

1.  His  general* mediatory  kingdom  extends  itfelf  over  hea- 
ven, earth,  and  hell,  (as  1  faid  juft  now) :  Eph.  i.  at  the  clofe, 
GodAath  "  given  him  to  be  head  over  all  things  to  the  church, 
which  is  his  body."  Phil.  ii.  9. —  f  i.  "  At,  or  in,  the  name 
of  Jefus  every  knee  muft  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things 
on  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  ;  and  every  tongue  mult 
confefs,  that  Jefus  Chnll  is  the  L^rd,  to  the  glcry  of  God  the 
Father^"  Ail  perfons,  kingdoms,  and  revolutions  of  affairs  in 
the  world,  are  ordered  and  managed  by  our  Mediator  and  Re- 
deemer, Jefus  Chrilt.  He  fets  up  kings  and  pulls  them  down, 
as  fcrves  the  deligns  of  his  glory,  and  of  his  church's  good; 
hence  it  is  propofed,  as  matter  of  triumph  to  the  church  in 
her  diltrefs,  Pfal.  cxlvi.  10.  "  The  Lord  doth  reign  forever, 
even  tliy  Goxl,  O  Zion,  unto  all  generations.  Praile  ye  the 
Lord.". 

2.  The  kingdom  of  Chriil  is  to  be  confidercd  as  more  fpe- 
cial and  particular ;  and  fo  his  church  is  his  kingdom,  in 
^hich,  and  over  which,  he  rcigiis*    This  kingdom,  or  church 
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6t  Chrifti  is  fometimes  in  fcripture  called  hirbody ;  becaufe  of 
the  union  that  is  between  him  and  them  :  fometimes  hisjloci  ; 
becaufe  he,  as  a  Shepherd,  watches  orer  them,  and  provides 
them  their  pafture. 

Now,  this  particular  kingdom  of  Chrift,  the  church,  is  to  be 
confidered,  either  as  militant  on  earth,  or  triumphant  in  heaven. 
The  church  triumphant  is  that  part  of  the^ feints  o£  God,  who 
;ire,  bjr  death,  gathered  to  him  in  glory,  where  Chrift  is  *,  and 
the  heavens  are  to  contain  him  and  them,  until  *'  the  confum* 
mation  of  all  things,"  at  the  end  of  time,  when  he  will  defcend 
to  the  lad  judgement,  and  all  his  faints  and  angels  attending  him 
as  his  retinue.  But  it  is  of  the  church  militant  on  earth  1  now 
fpeak.  They  are  called  militant,  becaufe  they  are  yet  in  a  (late 
of  war  upon  the  field  of  battle,  wreilling  with  fin,  Satan,  and 
the  world,  &c. 

The  militant  church,  again,  is  either  vifible  or  invifible. 
The  invifible  church  catholic  confifts  of  all  believers,  who  arc 
favingly  united  unto  Chriit,  as  their  head  of  influence  and  go- 
vernment, by  his  regenerating  and  fanftifying  Spirit.  And 
thofe  are  called  his  invifible  *hurch,  becaufe  the  bonds  of 
union  between  him  and  them,  are  fuch  as  are  not  vifible  to  the 
eye  of  the  world,  they  are  not  perceptible  by  fenfe  and  reafon^ 
thtir  life,  and  all  the  concerns  thereof,  are  "  hid  with  Chrift  ia 
God,'*  and  therefore  fometimes  called  his  hidiifn  ones.  The  vifible 
catholic  church  of  Chrift  confifts  of  all  thefe  through  the  whole 
world,  who  make  a  vifible  and  credible  profefiion  of  thtir  faith 
in  Chrift,  and  fubje£lion  unto  him  as  their  Prophet,  Prieft, 
and  King,andwho  ownand  acknowledge  the  do^rine,  worOiip, 
difci];^ine,  and  government,  that  he  has  appointed,  having 
the  gofpel  preached  unto  them  by  ambaiTadors  of  his  fending, 
and  his  ordinances  adminiftrated.  This  catholic  vifible  church, 
confifting  of  all  that  profefs  the  name  of  Chrift,  but  efpeci- 
ally  of  them  who  do  really  believe  in  him,  this  is  that  which 
in  my  text  is  called  the  holy  hill  ofZtofij  over  which  Chrift  doth 
reign. 

Unto  all  that  has  been  faid,  I  fhall  only  add,  upon  this 
head,  that  the  members  of  the  catholic  church,  being  fpread 
over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth,  wherever  the  golpel  is 
preached,  it  is  impoflible  that  they  can  have  a  local  communion 
one  with  another,  in  this  world,  in  worftiipping  their  glorious 
head,  Jefus  Chrift,  although  it  were  defirable,  if  it  could  be 
attained.  But  becaufe  this  cannot  be  attained,  therefore  the 
catholic  church,  is  divided  into  national  churches,  provincial 
churches,  preft)yterial  churches,  parochial  churches,  donicftic 
churches,  (for  we  read  of  the  church  of  Chriit  in  a  houfc,  or 
particular  family)  j  but  all  thtfe  are  but  io  many  parr.*,  Itfllr 
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or  greater,  of  the  catholic  church  of  Chrift,  through  the 
vorl^,  which  have  "  one  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptilin/'  But 
I  do  not  (land  further  upon  this.  So  much  (hall  fenre  for 
giving  you  a  general  view  of  the  church,  or  kingdom  of  Chrift 
in  the  world* 

The yi^/i^  thing  is,  to  (hew  whv  the  church  it  called  ik 
My  biilrfZioHp  For  clearing  of  this,  you  would  know,  that 
mount  Zion,  literally,  was  a  hili  Gtuated  in  the  beft  part  of  the 
world,  viz.  Canaan,  and  in  the  beft  part  of  Canaan,  virhich  wai 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  in  the  beft  part  of  that  tribe,  namelyi 
in  the  city  of  Jerufalem.  This  hill  had  two  heads,  or  tops^ 
the  one  of  which  was  called  M$riab,  upon  which  the  temple 
was  built,  whereby  it  became  the  feat  of  all  the  folemn  wor^ 
(hip  under  the  old  ceconooiy  $  the  other  top  Was  called  tie  cHj 
ofDavidf  becaufe  David's  palace  was  there,  the  royal  refidencc 
of  the  kings  of  Judah  and  Ifrael.  The  church  of  Chrift  is  fre« 
quently,  both  in  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament^ 
fpoken  of  unde^  the  notion  of  this  hill  of  Zidn,  particularly^ 
Pfal.  cxxzii.  13.  **  The  Lord  hath  chofen  Zioxi:  he  h?^thde* 
fired  it  for  his  habitation,"  &<r.  And  Heb.  iii«  22.  *<  Ye  are 
come  unto  Mount  Zion,"  fays  the  apoftle,  fpeakingof  the 
New  Teftament  church.  Now,  Mount  Zion  typified  the  gofpd 
church  upon  thefe  or  the  like  accounts. 

1.  Mount  Zion  and  Jerufalem  was  the  habitation  of  Jebn- 
fites,  a  company  of  curfed  and  idolatrous  Canaanites*  So  t 
the  church,  by  nature,  enemies  to  God,  <<  aliens  to  the  com- 
monwealth of  Ifrael,"  &c. 

2.  Mount  Zion  was  taken  by  David  out  of  the  htinds  of 
the  Jebufites.  So  Chrift,  our  bleflcd  DaVid,  he  made  a  con- 
queft  of  his  church :  he  not  only  buys  her  with  his  bkod 
from  the  hand  oT  juftice,  but  by  the  dint  of  the  fword,  gird- 
ed on  his  thigh,  he  takes  her  by  main  force  out  of  the  hadd 
of  Satan  ;  the  weapons  he  makes  life  of  for  this  end  not  being 
<<  carnal,  but  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of 
ftrong-holds,"  &c. 

3.  David  fortified  Zion  for  his  own  ufe,'  and  the  fole  place 
of  his  reGdence.  So  Chtift  he  fixes  his  fpiritual  refidence  in 
Zion  :  *'  In  Salem  is  his  tabernacle,  and  his  dwelling-plact:  itl 
Zion."  And  his  prcfencc  in  her  makes  her  impregnable,  *'  The 
J^ord  is  in  the  midft  of  her,  (be  (hall  not  be  moved  :*•  hence  is 
that  fong,  If.  xxvi.  i.  "In  that  day  ihall  this  fong  be  funfr  in 
the  land  of  Judah,  We  have  a  ftrong  city,  falvation  hath  God 
?.ppointcd  unto  her  for  walls  and  for  bulwarks." 

4.  Mount  Zitfn  and  Jerufalem  was  renowned  above  allc^ 
ties  in  the  known  world.  So  the  church  of  Chrift  is  the  motf 
reiiowned  fociety  upon  earth,  renowned  for  her  dignity,  lief 

I  trade, 
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trade,  her  immunities>  her  prefent  privilegesj  and  future  pro- 
fpeds. 

5.  Zion-  was  the  plaCe  of  public  worfhip,  the  ark  was 
there,  atid  all  the  folcmn  worfhip  of  Ifrael  was  there.  So  in 
the  New  Teftament  church  are  the  ordinances  for  worfhip, 
word,  prayer,  praife,  facraments,  and  the  like ;  tlicfe  galleries 
of  the  King  of  Zion,  where  he  holds  fellow fliip  with  his  fub« 
jcAs,  and  allows  them  accefs  unto  his  prefence^  and  commu- 
nion with  him. 

6.  All  the  facred  things  of  God  were  kept  in  Zion ;  there 
was  the  law,  the  oracles  of  God,  the  Shechinah,  the  pot  of 
manna,  the  mercy- feat,  the  tabernacle.  So  the  church  of 
Chrift  is  the  repofitory  of  all  thjL  facnrd  things  of  heaven  ;  to  her 
belongs  the  adoption,  the  promifes,  the  covenant*,  the  ordinan- 
ces, the  doArine,  the  worHiip,  the  difcipJine,  the  government, 
and  truths  of  Chrifl  are  committed  to  her  cullody.  O  how  zeal- 
ous fhould  the  New  Teftament  church,  and  every  niinilter  and 
member  thereof,  be  for  the  prefervation  of  thcfc  in  their  purity 
and  power  ? 

7.  We  find  an  oppofition  ftatcd  in  Scripture  between  mount 
Zion  and  mount  Sinai,  Gal.  iv.  God  came  down  for  a  feafon 
on  Sinai  \  but  he  comes  to  dwell  on  mount  Zion,  &c. ;  he  ap« 
peared  in  terfot  on  Sinai ;  but  Zion,  or  Jerufalem,  is  a  vifioa 
of  peace  :  he  forfook  Sinai,  and  left  it  in  bondage ;  but  Zion  is 
free  for  ever  :.he  gave  jthc  iaw  on  mount  Sinai ;  but  the  gofpel 
OB  mount  Zion,  &c. 

The  tiirJ  thing  is,  to  give  you  fome  of  the  properties  or 
qualities  of  Chrii^s  kingdom. 

I.  then,  it  is  a  fpiritual  kingdom^  It  is  not  of  this  world, 
as  the  Jews  imagined,  and  as  others  imagine,  wlio  would  fa- 
(hion  and  mould  it  according  to  the  kingdom  of  this  world 
*i'he  laws,  die  ordinances,  tiie  difcipline,  and  whole  of  this 
kingdom  is  fpiritual,  and  has  ai  relation  principally  to  the  fouls 
of  men  .and  women,  and  an  eternal  (late  to  come.  And  fee- 
ing it  is  fo,  what  a  ftrange  notion  of  the  kingdom  0/  Chrift 
muft  men' and  judicatories  among  us  have,  who  di(lingui(h 
men  in  the  affairs  of  Chrift's  kingdom  by  the  gold  rihg,  gay 
clothing,  and  woildly  heritages.  Alas !  true  notions  of  the 
kingdom  of  Chrift  are  generally  loft  among  us  in  this  genera- 
tion. Some  have  no  other  notion  of  the  church  of  Chrift, 
than  a  fociety  of  men  meeting  together,  under  the  name  of  ju- 
dicatories, under  the  prbteftion  of  civil  authority,  whether  they' 
be  afting  according  to  the  laws  of  Chrift,  or  again  ft  them,  for 
the  intereft  of  the  body  of  Chrift,  or  to  its  hurt  and  prejudice  ; 
whether  they  be  holding  Chrift  as  a  head,  or  pradlically  re- 
pouncing  his  headfliip,  however  they  profeCs  the  contrary.     I 
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make  nq  <^ifficulty  to  aiEnn>  tb^t  ^  churclt^  not  lioldin||  th9 
heady  CHrillj  In  all  his  oQIces,  is  but  an  idol  of  man^s  making  \ 
and  zeal  for  fuch  a  cl}urcb  is  .bu(  Ui^p-  ^^  ^^A  Q^  tbcle  wno 
Cried,  **  The  temple  of  the  Lord*  ^pe!X^mple  o^  tl^c  l^prdf  th^ 
temple  of  the  Lord  are  tbefe,''  and  iii  w^re  real  en^i^ies  to 


fpiritual  natur6,'and  it  relates  principally  to  the  fouV  9f  tliq 
inner  man:  hence  Chri();  declares  CQacjert>VPg^i&.  difciples 
sfrid  followersji"**  The  kingdom  of  Gcjd  is  yitSin  yau,;^  aia4 
without  thisj  it  i^  Htile  matter:  \vlut  churf:^  qjt  commu^oxi^ 
folk  be  of.  '  ii     . 

2.  Cli rift's  q?,tbp|Ac  y^c^clprn  ?s  of  a  hxg%  exten(;,  I^  is 
triie,  under  the  D14Te4^m?nt;*'4ifc?9X3tiori,  the  kingdppfi  p^ 
diuift  wa&  pent  up  within'  the  conube^  of  th^  H^\  pf  1^^^'^% 
V  To  ihcin  bcloqgedl  the  adoptip;!*  tJxe  cpvenajnts,  the  Hyr'^ 
and  tbe  proipifesi"  whi)^  the  gcne;r^lity  of  the  Gentile  nation^ 
Were  held  as  dogs,  afiena  lo  Iirael*s  commonwealth,  Bic.  Sfut 
l^leffed  be  God,  now. the  watcraof  the  (anftuai^yhj^vc.r^^^dwn 
to  the  valley  of  ShitJtim,  and  the  gofpel  is  *^  p2;[;^c^i?(iuptp  a)| 
nations,  for'tlj^  (ob^difjncc  ,of  fj^itb-"  P.&!*  ""'  ^-  *-  ^,  V^M&^S 
Lim  the  Hfeathlen  for  llis  inijeritance,'*  &c.  PfaU  Ixxii^  8.  .  iTi^ 
dominion  (hall  reach  f^on^  fi^a  to  i^d^^ir^A  from  iS^if  river  un(q 
the  ends  of  the  earth." '' 

3.  Although  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  I  mean  h;^  t|ru£  qhurcbi 
be  of  a  large  extent,  yet  it;  is  but  j^  little  kin fjdooi,  t.^^i),  it 
IS  not  populous,  when"  compared  wirl^  tljc  kii?g^flo^il  c^F  x%f^  ^'^d 
of  this  world.  Chrift.'s  flock  is  bjut  a  liiflej&d^  cpmj^^^tiy^tlj 
confid'ered,  tu^e  xii.  32.  &fc.  Thcy^  are  but  httle^"  In  refpj^ft 
of  their  nunjbers.  Indeed  abftraftiy.  cbn(iiieVed,  at  t^^ei,en4 
of  the  day^  tliey  will  make  an  V  iniiumcrable  cdjnc^pai^y,  ifbicH 
ho  nian  can  nurhber;"  but,  viewed  in  c6mpax;ifqn  of  th; 
wickedj  they  are  "but  few  :  "  ftrait,  is  the  gate,  apd^  T}arjiO\iir  i^ 
the  way  which  leadeth  unto  life,  and  few  there  te  that  find 
it;"  like  the  gleaniriJ2;s  after  tfic  vii^taec,  **  I  will  tgl^c,  them 
oiic  of  a  city,  and  "two  of  a  family^  an^ring  them  unto  2JiQn«'. 
TIY-v  are  bi^t  little  in  refptfl:  of  qua^tj.  Chrift's  fubteflli  ar^ 
geutrally  among  tiie  poorer  for^tjof  people :  ^\  God  h^th  chofeif 
the  poor  of  this  world,  rich  in  faith,  and  heirs  of  the  I^iogdom.'? 
i  Cor.  i.  26'.— '"."Not;  many  w.i'fe  men  after  the  flefh,"  ici 

-They  arc  little  in  regard  of  efteem  ;  the  world  make  but  littlq 
account  of  them  5  they  are  generally  reckoned  the  drofs  and 
offscourings  of  the  earth,  i  Cor.Iv.'u— 13.;  buthoy-rcverlittl^ 
account  the  world  may  make  of  them,  yet  when  Chrift,  at 
tbe  end  of  the  day,  pre'fents  them  unto  his  Father,  they  wi'l 
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fn'ine  like  the  ftar«,  yeay  like  the  fun  in  the  kingdom  of  their 
Father. 

4.  The  fcingf'om  of  Chrift  in  this  world  is  a  kingdom  of 
light.  The  church  is  ca'llrd  the  "  valley  of  vifion,"  becaufc 
of  the  light  of  the  rcvelatiorl  that  fliincs  in  it.  Wherever 
Chrift  fets  Up  his  kingdom  in  a  land,  though  it  "  fat  in  dark- 
n.efs,"  the  people  of  it  arc  made  to  "  fee  great  lij^ht."  Light 
arifcs  to  them  that  "  fat  in  the  regions  of  the  fliadpvv  of  death.'* 
And  all  that  are  the  true  fubjefts  of  Chrift's  kingdom,  they 
are  "  tjranflatcd  out  of  darknefs  into  his  marvellous  light ;"  the 
light  of  the  glory  of  God^  in  the  face  of  Chrift,  fluoes  into 
their  hearts. 

5.  It  is  2  heavenly  kingdom.  Matth.  iii.  2.  fays  John  Bap- 
tift,  when  Chrift  was  Come  to  fct  up  his  ftan^ardi  and  fway 
his  fceptre  ambhg  the  Jews,  "  Repent  ye ;  for  the  kingdom  of 
heavcit  is  at  hand."  And  Heb.  xii.  22.  "  Ye  ate  come  unto 
mount  Zioh,  unto  the  heavenly  Jerufalem."  All  the  loyal 
fubjefis  of  the  kingdom  are  heaven-born,  &c. ;  they  are  all 
pointing  toward  heaven  in  their  way,  and  walk,'  and  trafTic, 
their  **  convcrfatioh  is  in  heaven,"  and  they  are  looking  for  "  a 
better  country,  that  is,  an  heavenly,*'  Heb.  xi.  16. 

6.  It  is  a  regular  and  well  governed  kingdom :  '*  Jerufalem 
is  a  city  compadly  built  together.  We  have  a  dcfcrintion  of 
the  regularity  and  good  order  ttf  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  under 
the  notion  of  a  city  built  four-fquare.  Rev.  xxi.  See  to  this 
]^rpofe,  Ep'h.  iv.  16.  There  arc  many  irregularities  and  dif- 
orders  in  the  church  of  Chrift,  as  flic  is  managed  by  the 
hands  of  nien,  as  fid  experience  teftifies  among  us  at  this  day  ; 
but  as  (hi  is  Under  the  a'dminiftration  of  the  great  King  tiiat 
God  has  fet  in  the  midft  of  her,  there  is  nothing  but  beauty 
atid  order.  If  the  church  of  Chrift  were,  even  his  viGble  mi- 
litant dhurch,  governed  exaftly  according  td  Zion's  laws  by* 
her  pretended 'biricers,  there  would  be  nothing  but  order  ana 
beauty  in  the  whole  kingdom  -,  but  when  men  go  about  to 
make  other  la^^s  than  the  laws  of  Chrift,  and  to  make  their  will 
the  ftandard  of  government,  rather  than  the  will  of  the  great 
King,  this  cafts  all  into  confufion,  and  yet  even  thefe  confu- 
fions  are  managed  by  the  King  for  the  advantage  of  his  true 
kingdom  and  fubje6ts,  and  in  ^ue  time  he  will  bting* light  out 
of  darknefs,  and  order  out  of  confufion. 

7.  The  true  kingdom  of  Chrift  is  a  kingdom  that  is  much 
haited  by  the  devil  and  the  \vorld.  She  is  juft  the  eye-fore  of 
hell,  and  all  its  confederates  5  hence  we  are  told  in  the  begin- 
ning of  this  pfalm,  th  It  when  Chrift  comes  to  fct  up  his  king- 
dom, **  The  Heathen  rage,  the  people  imagine  mifchief,  the 
kings  of  the  earth,  and  princes  thereof,  take  counfcl"  how 

to 
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to  fupprcfs  this  kingdom  of  Chrift.  The  gates  of  hcU  wage 
war  againft  the  kingdom  of  Chrift.  The  world  loves  its  own, 
who  are  under  the  government  of  the  "  god  of  this  world," 
and  who  '*  walk  according  to  the  courfe  ot  this  world  ;"  but 
they  hate -the  laws,  the  ordinances,  the  difcipline,  aad  fublcds 
of  Chrift^s  kingdonv;  they  are  intolerable  unto  them«  and  there- 
fore they  are  always  trying  to  make  themfelves  rid  of  them : 
hence  are  all  the  reproaches,  aj(ni£lioQ$»  perfecutions,  and  maf- 
facres  of  the  followers  of  Chrift,  that  we  read  of  both  infacred 
and  ptofane  hiftory* 

8>  Notwithftanding  of  this,  the  kingdom  of  Chrift^  is  a 
flable,  ifirm,  and  everlafting  kingdoni ;  it  is  like  the  *^  little 
ilone  cutout  of  the  mountain,"  that  daihes  all  the  kingdoms 
of  the.eariliin  pieces,  anc)  yet  itfelf  is  not  dafliedi  or  broken. 
^s  the  King  of  Zip(i  is  himfelf  '*  the  everlafting  God/'  fo  his 
kingdon\is  '*  an  everlafting  kingdoni,.and  ofJiis  dominion  there 
iftialj  be  up  end." .  He  fliall  *<  rule  over  the  houfe  of  J^cob  for 
ever  *and.cycri*'         ,/ 

9.  I*he  kingdom  ^hich  Chrift  governs  is  a  hoTjr  llcingdoin. 
The  church  of  Chrift,  even  his  vifible  chiirch,  ia  a  hindlified 
Society,  federallv  holy ;  you  fee  in  the  text  it  is  called  Xi^  &/; 
hill  ofZion.  All  the  members  of  the  vifible  church  arc  dedi- 
cate to  God  in  baptifm,  in  which  ordinance  we  renounce  all 
ffltliincfs  both  of  the  flefh  and  fpirit^  and  are  folemnly  engaged 
to  wa^e  war  againft  fin,  and  to  "  rcfift  it  even  unto  blood* 
The  dcfign  of  all  church  difcipline,  and  of  all  ordinances,  mi- 
nifters,  oUicersi  and  judicatories,  is  te  preferve  the  church,  or 
kingdom  of  Chrift j  from. corruption,  either  in  principle  or 
praflice,  that  flie  may  be  a  holy  liijjip  unto  him.  Whenever 
any  fcandal  breaks  out  in  a  church,  it  is  to  be  purged  out  bj 
the  difcipline  of  Chrift's  appointment,  left  that  leaven  leaven 
the  whole  lump,  ar^d  provoke  the  Lord,  the  holy  One  of  Ifrael, 
to  depart  from  her.  1  Cor.  iii.  17.  the  church  is  called /Z/ 
temple  of  God :  "  The  temple  of  God  is  holy  t  and  if  any  man 
defile  the  temple,  of  God,  him  will  God  deftroy."  If  thi* 
word  of  God  be  true,  as  1  am  fure  it  is,  they  ftand  but  a  ferry 
chance  at  this  day,  who  are  defiling  the  church  of  Chrift,  by 
complicated  and  multiplied  fcandals,  of  which  I  have  taken 
notice  in  the  preceding  part  of  this  difcourfe. 

The  fourth  thing  here  was,  to  difcourfe  a  little  concerning 
the  af^ual  execution  and  adminiftration  of  th^  kingdom  of 
Chrift,  as  Mediator.  Now,  this  falls  under  a  twofold  cond- 
deration.  i .  We  itiay  confider  it  as  having  a  refpedl  unto  his 
general  mediatory  kingdom,  over  all  things  for  his  church. 
Or,  2.  With  refpeft  unto  his  fpecial  mediatory  kingdom,  or 
adminiftration  in  and  over  his  church. 
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Firjlf  I  fay,  wc  may  confider  ClirilVs  government,  as  it  re- 
lates unto  his  general  mediatory  kingdom.  i\nd  fo  it  takes  in 
all  things  ia  hearen,  earth,  and  hell ;  for  '*  things  in  heaven, 
thii^  on  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth,  muft  bow  at  the 
name  of  Jef^»  and  every  tongue  muft  confefs,  that  he  is  the 
Lord,  and  that  he  hath  all  po>yer  and  authority  in  heaven  and 
in  earth.**  Now,  conGdering  Chrift's  kingdom  in  this  exteuHve 
view,  his  government  and  adminiftratioa  takes  in  thcfe  few 
things  following. 

1.  His  fulxaining  and  ^'  upholding  of  all  things  by  theiwonl 
of  his  power,  as  the  apqftle  fpeaks,  Heb.  iii.  3.  Our  Redeem- 
er, our  Almighty  King  of  Zion,  is  none  other  than  the  great 
God  that  made  the  heavens  and  the  earth :  John  i.  3.  "  With- 
out kirn  was  not  any  thing  made  that  was  made.  Bjr  the  word 
of  the  Lord,  were  the  heavens  made  :  and  all  the  hoft  of  them 
by.  the  breath  of  bis  mouth."  And  as  he  made  all  things  by  a 
word,  fo  by  tlie  word  of  his  power  he  upholdeth  thdm  in  their 
betn^ ;  **  by  him  all.  things  confift,*'  Col.  i.  1 7.  This  world  is 
lOie  a  great  tlieatre,  upon  which  a.  glorious  fcene  was  to  be 
a£led,  for  ^e  glory  and  honour  of  the  free  grace  of  God,  ia 
the  falvation  of  9,  certain  number  of  the  loft  race  of  Adam ; 
and  whenever  the  fcene  is  ended,  in  the  falvation  of  the  laft 
dlc£l  fouj,  the  theatre  is  to  be  taken  down,  and  then  ^'  the 
heavens  will  pafs  away  with  .a  great  noife,"  Sec,  but,  until 
the  fcene  be  ended,  the  theatre,  and  ;ill  things  in  it,  is  upheld 
by  the  royal  power  and  authority  of  the  King  of  Zion. 

2.  Chrift,  the  King  of  Zion,  by  virtue  of  his  general  me- 
diatory power  and  authority,  permits  devils  and  wickpd  men 
to  be,  and  ad  as  they  do ;  for  <^  the  deceived  and  the:  deceiver 
are  his^"  Job  xii.  16.  There  we  are  to!d,  that  he  fuffered  all 
nation^  to  walk  in  thdr  own  way ;  he  fufFcrs  the  devil  and  per- 
fecutors  fometimes,  for  holy  and  wife  ends,  cruelly  to  harafs 
and  perfecute  the  righteous ;  to  this  purpofe  is  that  which  he 
fays  to  the  church  of  Smyrna,  Rev.  ii.  1  o.  "  Fear  none  of  thofe 
things  which  thou  (halt  fulFer :  behold,  the  devil  (hall  caft 
Ibme  of  you  into  prifon,  that  ye  may  be  tried  \  and  ye  (hall 
have  tribulation  ten  days :  but  be  thou  faithful  unto  death, 
and  1  will  give  thee  a  crown  of  life."  Thus,  Rev.  xii.  he  fuf- 
fered the  old  dragon  "  to  make  war  with  the  woman,  and  her 
feed,  which  k&pt  the  commandments  of  God,  and  the  teftimo- 
ny  of  Jefus."  Tliis  pcrmiflive  power  and  providence,  which 
Chrifl,  as  King  of  Zion,  exercifcs  with  rehtton  to  the  enemies 
of  his  church  and  people,  is  a  glorious  ground  of  encourage- 
ment to  them  in  all  their  trials  and  troubles,  that  it  is  the  Lord 
that  allows  the  enemy  to  do  this  or  that ,  cl'pecially  if  it  be  con- 
Cdcred, 
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3.  That  by  this  abfolute  power  of  the  King  of  Zion,  he  re- 
drains  and  bridlcft  up  detils  and  men,  itid  Bys  to  rhtrmi  as  he 
doth  to  the  proud  wdvcs  of  the  fcaj  **  Hitherto  (halt  thod 
come,  but  no  further."  Pfal.  l**vi.  to.  "  The  ^fath  6f  fban 
(hall  praife  thee  :  aiid  the  remainder  of  his  Wrath  >jiri!t  thou 
rcftrain.'*  Thus  he  reftrairiCd  both  Laban's  and  Eftifs  frfcht- 
ilient  againft  Jacob,  and  Sennacherib  ih'liti  flefttuflivi  d^- 
fijrns  againft  the  whole  kinpdohi  of  Jix'dah  sind  J<rtffalcm. 
Chrifl^  as  King  of  Zion,  he  has  his  chain  about  the  de^il'ft 
neck,  and  the  necks  of  all  his  wicked  ijiftrurhents  iA  thie  v^odd, 
and  whenever  they  have  gone  the  IcH^h  oif  the  lihk  bf  thie 
chain,  which  he  has  ordahitrd,  he  giv<;s  tfaie  chain  a  pnllj  ^nd 
then  diejr  are  obliged  to  flop ;  the  reiliriiidcr  of  therr  HJirhth 
he  doth  reftrain  and  bind  up;  We  fee  this  irt  the  cSfi  6f  Jph  j 
when  the  devil  was  let  lodfe  to  bar afs  hlrfi;  be  went  ay  as  m 
as  his  chain  allowed  him,  but  then  ht  could  gd  ho  furtoefi  t31 
his  chain  Was  lengthened  y  and  the  fai^^  ^  (he  cafe  ^Ib'lth  rt« 
rpe£l  unto  his  church  and  people:  Rev.  xt.  X— 3*  he  lAyi 
hold  on  the  dragori,  that  old  fcrpcnt;  the  deyil,  and  bin^s  him 
a  thoofahd  years  with  a  great  chaiir.'  '  The-  devil  and  his  in- 
ftnifnents  at  this  day  are  burdened  wHh  the  word  of  Chrift^s 
patience  and  teftimony,  arid  gladly  would  thiy  deftroj'  the 
witnefles,  and  all  that  cleaVe  to  his  ttffimony ;  but  fhey  arc 
like  fo  many  dogs,  or  Irons  chained  by  the  King  of  Zion,  thcjf 
can  go  n6  further  thaii  he  allows  them ;  and  he  will  allow 
them  to  go  no  further  thah  he  fees  for  his  glory,  and  his 
people's  good.  • 

4.  Another  aft  of  Chrift's  royal  and  abfolutc  power,  atf  King 
of  Zion,  is  his  protefting  and  defending  his  church  hi  the 
midft  of  the  m'oft  threatening  and  imminent  dangeifs  ;  hence 
they  are  called  by  the  apoftle  Jude,  the  *'  prcfetvtd  in  Chrift 
Jcfus.'*  You  know  when  Chrift  appeared  unto  Mofes  in  the 
bufh,  he  faw  the  bufh  burning  in  the  midft  of  the  fire,  yet  the 
buOi  was  not  confumed ;  the  thing  reprefented  thereby  unto 
Mofes  was,  the  prefent  fitoation  of  the  church  of  Ifrael  in 
Egypt,  they  were  under  (harp  and  exquifite  fuffeilogs  undcf 
their  cruel  tafkmaftefs ;  and  the  fafety  of  tht  bufli  in  the  midft 
of  the  flames,  reprefented  the  fafety  of  Ifrnel  in  the  midft  of 
all  tlurfe  troubles,  under  the  care  and  tuition  of  Chrift,  that 
he  would  not  fufFer  them  to  be  fwallowdd  lip  by  their  crutl 
enemies ;  no,  he  would  fee  to  their  fafety,  "  in  the  floods  df 
great  waters  they  fliall  not  be  overwhelmed,^'  and  irt  the  hot- 
teft  flames  they  (hall  not  be  confamed,  &c. 

5.  By  the  royal  authority  of  Zion's  King,  he  o\'cr' rules  and 
governs  all  creatures,  and  all  their  aftionsi  yea,  the  mbft  datk 
and  clcudy  difpenfations,  for  his  own  and  his  Father's  glory, 
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andlbr.the  good  and  advantage  of  his  church  and  people,  ac- 
cording to  that  promifc,  Ron».  viii.  28.  "  All  things  fliall 
work  together  for  goodi  to  them  that  love  God/'  We  fee  at 
this  da]r  very  ftifi^ngc  things  caRing  up  in  the  wheel  of  provi- 
dence;  we  hear  of  ytravs  and  rumours  of  wars  abroad ;  we  fee 
the  mighty  pulled  put  of  theii:  feats  by  death ;  we  fee  figns  in 
the  heavens  above,  n^uch  like  thele  that  were  feen  before  the 
deftru^ion  of  Jeruiklem ;  we  fee  the  winds  blowing  in  the 
barn  of  the  vifiUe  church,  mu9h  chaff  cading  up,  many  blowa 
awaj  (rom  their,  former  profellion  ;  we  fee  God  making  a  fe- 
paratipn  between  thefc  that  fear  him,  and  others  that  are  void 
of  bis  ifear ;  we  f<;e  the  enemy  raging  in  the  Lord's  fanduary, 
breaking  down  the  carved  work  of  the  temple,  and  the  crown 
pf  CbriH  profaned,  and  fet  upon  the  head  of  a  mortal  crea- 
ture- "VjiCell,  fen£s  and  rcifon,  when  it  Cts  judge  of  thefe  and 
the  like  djifpenfaiibns,  it  is  put  to  a  nonplus ;  but  if  the  eye  of 
£ikh  be  opened,  it  will  fee  the  King  of  Zion,  by  his  power, 
i;uU;3ig  and  oyer- ruling  all  thefe  ups  and  downs  to  the  advan- 
t^c  of  hijs  kingdomj  and  the  on-carrying  of  the  defigns  of  his 
^lory  in  the  falvation  oC  his  myftical  body. 

^.  By  his  royal  power,  as  King  of  Zion,  he  avenges  himiiclf 
and  his  church  upon  all  his  and  their  enemies,  as  we  fee  in 
the  clofe  of  this  pfalm,  ^*  He  (liali  break  them  as  with  a  rod 
pfiron,  and  daih  them  in  pieces  as  a  pouer's  vefTel."  The 
bneaft  and  th^  falfe  pi:ophet,  and  the  great  whore,  Gog  and 
l&Iagog,  death  ai^  hell,  (hall  be  '^  caft  into  the  lake  of  fire  and 
Vlmftone,"  Rev.  u.  Ffah  ex.  he  will  ^'  make  his  enemies  his 
footftgol,  he  will  idrike  through  kings  in  the  day  of  his  wratli, 
OX  the  places  w'ulx  dead  bodies,  and  wound  the  heads  over 
many  nations." 

'  7*  He  will,  at  laft,  finally  liberate  his  church  and  people 
fcoip.aU  thefe  evils^  forrows,  and  troubles,  under  which  (he 
groans,  I^ev.  xxi.  3.  4.  Thefe  are  fome  of  the  atts  of  Chrift's 
government,  in  bis  general  mediatory  kingdom,  oyer  all  thiT>g8. 
^Mt^  ficondly^  I  come,  more  particular] y,  to  conG^er  the  go- 
vi^rnment  of  the  King^  of.  Zion  in  his  church,  and  among  hit 
people,  which  i^  his  parjticular  kingdom.  And  here  again» 
with  rcfpeft  to  his  invifibie  kingdom  of  believers,  there  arc 
thefe  afts  of  his  royal  power  that  he  puts  forth. 

I.  He.  fubdues  them  to  himfelf.  By  nature  they  are  the 
va0al$  of  hdl,  ^*  walking  according  to  the  courfe  of  this  work), 
afcording  to  the  prince  of  the  power  of  the  air,  the  fpirit  tha^ 
TMks  i.n  the  children  of' difobediencc."  13ut  in  a  day  of  his 
power,  by  fwraying  the  rod  of  his  ftrength,"he  makes  of  rebels  4 
^Mli^g, people;  he  convinces  them  of  fin  and  mifery,  makes  his 
a^rQWi).  iharp  in  the  heart  of  his  enemies  ^  he  enlightens  their 
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minds  In  the  kno^vledge  of  himfelf,  difcovers  his  perfonal  and 
mediatory  glory,  the  way  and  method  of  faliratioh  through 
him ;  he  jbends  the  iron  finew  of  their  rebellioos  wills,  and 
males  them  to  fail  in  with  the  way  of  falvation  reireafcd  in  the 
gofpel  \  he  perfuades,  and,  by  his  grace,  enables  thcin'to  be- 
Itere  in  him,  and  fo  to  embrace  hith  as  he  is  exhibit  and  fct 
forth  unto  them  in  the  promife  and  ofTtt  of  the  gofpel.  And 
thus  the  King  of  Zioh  calls  and  conquers  the  vaflafs  of  the 
devil,  and  makes  them  his  loyal  fubjefts.  This  Work  of  the 
King  of  Zion,  it  does  not  come  with  alike  obfervation  in 
every  one  of  his  fubjeds,  every  one  have  pot  a  like  meafure  of 
law- work;  fome  are  dealt  with  in  a  more  mild  way,  like  Lydia, 
•*  whofe  heart  the  Lord  opened*^  in  the  hearing  of  Paul; 
others  muft  be  hewed  and  battered  with  the  hamiiier'of  the 
law,  before  they  will  yield  :  however,  'every  fubjefi  of  Cbrifti 
in  their  effcdual  calling,  hasfo.much  of  latr-work  as  18  fuffi- 
cient  to  loofe'them  from  the  iirft  Adam,  and  to  difcovcr'the 
vanity  of  all  attempts  to  feek  righteoufneft  andlife  by  Adam's 
covenant  \  fo  much  of  it  as  to  difcover  their  abfdtute  need  of 
Chrift  for  '*  wifdpm,  righteouTnefs,  fimiSKfication,  and  rt* 
demption  :'*  and  thus  Chrift  becomes  "  the  end  of  the  law  for 
lighteoufnefs  to  every  one  that  beKeveth."  ' 

2.  Chrilt,  ab  King  of  Zion,  he  writes  his  law  on  the  hearts 
of  all  his  fubjefts  :  Jer.-xxxi.  3J.  '*I  wiH  put  my  law  in  their 
inward  parts,  and  write  it  in  their  hearts,  and  I  will  be  thcii 
God,  and  they  (hall  be  my  people."  That  moment  a  finncr 
is  tranflated  firom  the  power  of  darknefs  unto  the  kingdbm  of 
the  Son  of  God,  he  that  moment  iiilays  a  principle  of  holinefs 
in  the  foul,  a  conformity  to  his  laws  ;  fo  that  the  man  "  de- 
lights in  the  law  of  the  Lord,  after  the  irmer  man/'  Hence 
are  thefe  breathings  and  longings  of  foul  after  holincfs  of 
heart  and  life,  "  O  that  my  ways  were  dircftcd  to  keep  thy 
Itatutesl  Hold  'up  my  goings  in  thy  paths,"  &c.  "  O  kt  my 
l>eart  be  found  in  thy  ftatutes,  that  I  may  not  be  afhamcd  :*' 
and  hence  alfo  are  thefe  groanings  among  the  fubjefts  of 
Chrid,  under  tlie  remains  of  a  bbdy  of  fin  and  death,  like  that 
of  i^aul,  "O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who  will  deliver' me 
from  this  body  of  fin  and  death!  Iniquities  prevail  againft 
me/'  c^c. 

•3.  ChriR,  as  King  of  Zion,  he  enforces  fubjeftioti  to  his 
laws,  and  that  both  by  pvomifes  and  penalties,  fuited  utito  the 
nature  of  his  government,  and  adminiflration  of  grace.  If 
they  break  his  laws,  and  keep  not  h.e»  commandments,  he  de* 
chres  that  he  will  "  vifit  thrir  ini'quities  with  the  rod,  and 
iheir  tranfi  iTfTions  with  Itripes."  And,  on  the  other  hand,  he 
rHls  tLefi^j  that,  in  the  way  of  obedience  and  holincfs,  he  will 
i  '  meet 
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itteet  them,  UtA  bold  {eilbwOiip  and  coRimanioii  #ith  thend  % 
and  tfttts,  "  ih  keefping  his  cdnHtnandmentii  thert  is  a  grMt 
rewards  life  meeteth  him  that  rejoicethi  and  woriteth  righta^ 
Oisfnefk,  and  remembers  htm  in  his  ways." 

4«  Oirifti  as  King  of  Zton^  ht  cafb  a  copy  of  obediencd 
tinto  all  \i\k  iubjeds,  and  calls  them  to  iniitate  himi  for» 
*^  thongh  he  wsU  a  Son»  yet  leshmed  he  obedieiice,  by  lh« 
thhigs  that  he  faffbred/'  Aiid  he  fars  td  all  his  AibjeAs^ 
^*  t^txt  6i  hie,  for  l  am  meek  and  lowly ;  take  my  yoke  upon 
tbu,**  &c.  He  has  left  us  an  eiample  that  We  fliould  follow 
his  fteps ;  and  iccot-dingly  erery  ttae  fubjefk  of  Chtift,  hk 
ftttdieft  to  imitate  his  King,  to  run  his  race»  "  Looking  untd 
Jefus.^ 

5.  Cfarift,  in  his  inrifible  kingdom,  he  afltiates  and  excites 
all  his  fabjeCbs  td  obedience  to  him,  by  his  owti  Spirit,  which 
he  puta  wsthiti  them,  alccordine  to  that  promifci^  Eiek.  xxxvii 
%^.  "  I  will  put  my  Spirit  witnin  them,  and  caufe  them  to 
ttralk  in  my  ftatutes  :"  and  by  this  Spirit  of  his  in  them,  h^ 
snakes  them  to  ftndy  holihefs  in  all  manner  of  cbiirerfation  ; 
and  thdir  ^*  light  is  made  to  fhine  fo  before  nien,  that  others 
feeh^  their  good  works,  art  made  to  glorify  their  Fathet 
^hibn  is  in  heaven/* 

6.  Chrift,  as  King  of  Zidn,  meekeils  the  hearts  of  his  ful>- 
jeds  to  a  due  regard  to  all  the  intimations  of  his  mind  and 
wilT,  fo  as  threry  otie  of  them  is  ready  to  fay;  *^  Spesik,  JLord^ 
for  thy  fertant  heareth.  Lord,  what  wilt  thoti  hate  me  t6 
db  V^  They  juft  wak  with  fnbmiffion,  like  a  fetvant  waiting 
VHe  cdtntatatlds  of  bis  mafter^  and  then  he  gifes  dire^ion,  1^ 
tordihj^  to  that  promife,  <<  The  meek  will  he  guide  in  jnclge- 
taeilt,  the  meek  will  he  t^ach  his  Way.'' 

7*  CKrifi,  as  King  of  Zion,  he  correds  atld  chaftens  hi^ 
fobje£ts ;  fot  **  if  we  be  withoiit  correftion,  whereof  all  ar^ 
tarttfker^,  &e!n  are  we  baftards  and  not  fons.*^  Chrifl;  he  WtH 
let  (hefe  faults  pafs  in  aliens  and  fore^ners,  that  he  wUl  fid- 
retely  corfe£t  in  bis  own  fubjcAs :  *^  1  ou  only  have  I  known 
of  alt  the  families  of  the  eatth ;  and  therefore  I  will  punifli  you 
fot  ^n  your  iniquities/'  Sometimes,  by  his  rods  and  correc* 
tidfis,  he  wilt  make  their  bodies  fmart  with  ficknefs,  as  in  the 
Caft  of  Ilezekiah,  &c.  Sometimes  he  Will  make  them  to  fmaft 
in  theit  worldly  fubftance,  by  deducing  them  to  poverty,  as 
yo'u  fee  in  Job^  whofe  fubftance  he  gave  over  tinto  the  Sabean 
and  Chaldean  robbets*  Sometimes  he  will  make  them  to 
fmstrt  in  their  telations,  friends,  aiid  children,  by  taking  away 
the  defire  of  theit  eyes  with  a  ftrbke,  or  other  tilings  that  are 
(harper  than  death,  &c.  Sometimes  he  will  make  them  to 
fmart  in  their  name,  by  reproach  and  calumny,  and  letting 
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loofe  the  tongues  of  a  wicked  world  upon  them,  yea,  even  tdtf 
tongues  of  their  fellow-fubje£ls»  as  in  the  cafe  of  Job  and  his 
friendsy  &c.  Sometimes  be  will  correal  his  fubjefls  in  their 
inner  man,  their  fotti,  which  is  the  fharpell  of  his  rods.  Some- 
times he  will  turn  away  the  face  of  his  throne,  and  hide  his 
countenance,  and  then  they  are  ready  to  cry  with  David,  Ffal. 
XXX.  7.  ^^  Thou  didft  hide  thy  face,  and  I  was  troubled."  Some- 
times he  will  go  that  length  in  his*  corredion  with  his  fub« 
je^s,  that  he  will  carry  a;i  ao  enemy,  make,  the  arrows  of  his 
reproof  to  '*  drinl^  up  their  fpirits,"  as  we  fee  in  the  cafe  of 
Job  and  Heman,  &c«  And  fome times  he  corre£ls  them,  fo 
as  to  make  both  external,  and  internal  trouble,  like  two  feas, 
to  meet  upon  them,  fo  as  '*  deep  calls  unto  deep:"  thiswefee 
}n  the  cafe  of  Jofeph's  brethren,  &c.  and  of  David,  Pfal.  cxvi. 
3*  when  both  ^\  the  forrows  of  death  and  the  pains  of  hdl"  took 
bold  on.  him,  and  then  he  *<  found  trouble  and  forrow^  to 
purpofc;:  and  the- fame  we  fee  in  the  cafe  of  Jonah,  when  be 
iihifted  the  work  and  fervice  that  his  Mafter,  the  King  of  Zion, 
CffcUed  him  to,  with  refpe£l;  to  Nineveh,  &c. 

9.  As  King  of  Zion  he  commands  peace^  quiet,  comfort, 
and. deliverance^  to  his  fubje^ls^  he  turns  the  ftorai  intoa 
calm  ;  when  the  Wind  and  temped  of  external  troubles  aie 
blowing  fo  hard,-  that  they  threaten  no  lefs  than  death  and 
utter  ruin,  he  comes  treading  upon  the  waves  of  the  fea»  and 
fays  to  the  wind  and  waves,  ^*  Pea^e,  be  ftill;  and  imniediatelf 
there  is  a  great  calm."  And  as  for  the  internal  ftorms  (» 
troubles  of  mind,  he  quiets  thtfe  alfo,  by  commanding,  or 
fpeaking  *^  peace  to  them  that  are  afar  ofi*,"  If.  Ivii.  19.  or  by 
lifting  up  the  light  of  his  reconcikd  countenance  on  thenii 
whereby  he  "  puts  more  gladnefs  in  their  heart,  than  when 
corn,  wine,  and  oii^  doth  abound.*' — Now,  by  thefe,  or  the  like 
a£ls  of  his  kingly  government,  he  manages  his  invifible  king- 
dom of  believers,  until  he  give  the  finiSiing  iiroke  unto  the 
.work  of  fan<5tiiicatiou  at  death,  and  then  he  tranfports  them 
under  a  convoy  of  angels  from  the  church  militant,  to  the 
church  triumphant,  where  they  (hall  fing  that  fong.  Col.  i. 
12.  "  Giving  thanks  unto  the  Father  who  hath  made  us  meet 
to  be  partakers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light  j" 
and  B.ev..i.  5.  6.  "  Unto  hin\  that  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us 
from  our  fins,  in  his  own  blood,  and  hath  made  us  kings  and 
prieils  unto  God  and  his  Father ;  tp  hiai  be  glory  and  do- 
niinion  for  ever  and  ever.     Amen." 

Psal; 


(^539    ) 
PsAL.  ii.  6.'^Tei  have  IJet  my  King  upon  my  holy  hillefZwn* 

THE  ■  THIRD  SERMON   ON  THIS  TfiXT* 


IiENDBATouRRD,  Uft  Lord's  dafto  give. fome  account  of 
Chrifi'B  :govcrhineDt  amd  adminiftration  in  his  general  me- 
diatoTf  kingdom  over  all  things  for  his  church's  fakei  and 
alfo  femtr  a£is  of  his  royal  authority,  put  forth  with  refpue£k 
to  his  invifible  kingdom  of  believers.';  and  now  I  come  to  fpeak 
a  little' of  his  kingdom,^  as:tt  relates  unto  his  vifible  church. 
And  here  I  (hall,  for  the  more  diftinfkntfs,  i.  Profe,  thai 
Chrift,  the  King  of  Zion,  hath  a  vifible  kingdom  in  the  world. 
2..  Take  notice  of  fome  a£k8  of  bis  royal  aucfaority  in  this  vifiblo 
kingdom. 

The.  jfir/l  thing  here  is  to  prove,  that  Chrift  hath  a  vifible 
church,  or  kingdom  in  this  world.  And  this  will  be  evident, 
ifweconlider, 

I.  That  the  King.of  Zion.himfelf  is  vifible,  as  to  his  human 
nature*  •  It  ts  true,  her  is  behind  the  vail,  fo  that  now  .we  fee 
liim  not  as  tp  his  corporeal  prefence;  but  you  know,  a. man 
nay  be  in  a  far  country,  out  of  our  fight,  yet  ftiU  he  is  a  vi« 
iiUe  perfon  ;  b  here,  :thottgh  Chrift  be  to  the  land  aflSir  off, 
yet  fUH  h6  is  vifiUe:  as;  to  his  human  nature.  His  divine  tia-* 
ture.is  invifible  by  bodily  eyes,  but  hb  human  nature  (tiU  re- 
mains vifible.  He  vras  vifible  to  k>culaf  .fight  when  he  was 
upon  ear'ch.  The  apoftles  declare  that'  he  wa*  fescs  of  them, 
bbth  before  and  a&er  his  refurredlion,  .and.tbttt  they  faw  him 
vifibly.afcend  into  glory •'  The  inhabitants  of  heaven,  they 
are  beholding  the  glory  of  a  GjOD-Man«'  And  after  he  was 
afcended,  he  was  feen'  of  Paul  and  of  Stephen,  even  with 
their  bodily  eyes.  And  when  be  comes  again,  *'  every  eyo 
•fhall  fee  hiiA,  and  they  alfo  that  pierced  him.'*  Notw,  I  fay, 
Zion's  King  being  himfelf  yifible,  his  myftical  body>  oiuft  be 
of  a  piece  with  hionfelf,  and  be  a  company  of  vifible  men  knd 
ii^omen,:  bearing  fome  yifible  character  of  their  relation  .to  him; 
which  are  not  to  be  feen  in  the  relt  of  the  world. 

^«  The  laws,  and  orditiances^-  and  officers  of  Chrift,  are  all 
vifible ;  and  therefore  he  hath  a  viQble,  as  well  as  an.  invifible 
kingdom  in  the  world.  Your  e^es  fee  your  teachers;  you 
hear,  us  fpeaking  to'  you  in  his  name,  *publi(hing  his  laws,  and 
difpenfing  the  ordinanocs  of  his  appointment.  ^ 

I.  There 
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3*  Thxxt  is  a  vifible  difference  between  the  kingdom  ol 
Chrifti  and  the  kingdom  of  the  devil.  The  devil's  kingdom  is 
a  kingdom  of  darknefs^  and  the  works  of  his  fubjedls  are  <^  the 
works  of  darknefs;*^  but  Chrift's  kingdom  is  a  kingdom  of 
light,  and  the  light  of  holinefs  ihines  in  their  way  and  walk, 
to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  edification  of  others,  according 
to  that  of  Chrift,  M^tth.  t.  i6.  <<  liCt  youf  ligh^  fo  fliine  be- 
fore men,  ^  others,  feeing  your  good  works,  may  glorify  your 
Father  which  is  in  heaven.''  The'fubjeas  of  Chrift's  king- 
dom, they  ^fralk  in  the  narrow  way  of  balineft,  and  .hare  ibeifi 
Father's  name  written  on  their  foreheads,  have  a  YifiUe  and 
credible  profeffion  of  Chrift,  whereby  all  that  run  mij  read 
that  they  own  Chrift  as  their  King.  The  fubjjeQs  c^  tte  de- 
vil, they  walk  inthe  broad  way  of  fin,  and  have  his  name  and 
badge  aooat  them,  whereby  they  are  known  to  be  the  chiUren 
of  &  devil,  and  the  feed  of  the  fcrpent; 

4.  The  cl^rge  that  is  given  to  mi^ifters,  in  the  difpepfidon 
of  the  fiolemn  ordinances  of  the  New  Teftament,  to  make  a 
difierence  between  the  clean  and  the  unclean,  the  holy  smd 
the  profane,  proves  that  Chnft  ^as  a  vifiUe  kingdom»  and  vir 
0hle  fttbjcda  in  this  world.  We  are  forbid  to  oaft  that  which 
is  holy  unto  dogs,  and  con^ipanded  to  make  a  difference  be* 
tween  tbofc  whom  we  admit  to' the  feals  of  the  covenant,  and 
pthers;  Now,  how  Ibouki  minifters  ever  fulfil  this  charge  given 
them,  if  there  weve  not  vifible  tokens,  whereby  we  may  dif* 
tinguifli  betwixt  the  one  and  the  other. 

5.  There  is  a  vifible  and  open  war  betwixt  the  feed  of  the 
wxmian,  and  of  the  ferpent.  The  feed  of  Chrift]|  they  are  fo 
far  vifible,  that  the  devil  and  his  inftruments  commonly  know 
who  are  on  the  fide  of  the  Lamb,  and  bend  their  malice  againft 
them.  WhcKnever  a  finner  takes  on  with  Chrift,  the  world 
begins  to  hate  him  ;  which  fays  there  is  fome  vifible  marks 
about  Chrift'«  fu^jeds,  whereby  the  wicked  themfelves  know 
them  to  belong  to  Chrift.  Thefe  things  prov^i^  that  Chrift 
hath  a  yifible  kingdom,  and  vifible  fubje£):s>  in  the  world.  It 
is  true,  there  may  be  many  hypocrites  among  thefe  vifible  fub- 
jedsi  but  in  fo  far  as  they  b^ar  the  badges  of  Chrift's  fub* 
je£ls,  they  are  by  men  to  be  fuftained  as  belonging  to  Chrift's 
vifible  kingdom,  until,  like  Judas,  they  caft  off  the  maik,  and 
di(co^r  themfelves  to  be  real  enemies  to  Chrift  and  bis  king- 
dom. 

Secondfyy  I  come  to  take  natice  of  f«>me  a£is  of  the  royal 
authority  of  the  liLing  pf  Zion  in  his  vifible  kingdom. 

I.  It  is  an  a£t  of  his  royahauthority  to  give  tne  lively  oracles 
•f  his  word  ui^^o  his  vifiUe  church  :-^^  ({e  (viz.  Zion's  King) 
gave  his  ftatutes  unto  Jacobj  and  his  teftimonies  unto  Ifraef } 

he 
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%fi  it^\i  Bet  fo  with  aoy  aation.''  Whehce  is  it  that  the  gof- 
pel  comes  to  one  nation,  and  not  to  another  ?  Why  was  it  fri« 
Tim  fp  the  Jews  under  the  OM  Teftament^  wbei^  it  wa^  de« 
nied  to  th^  Gentiles?  And  whence  i»  it,  that  nQw,  under  the 
Nev.  Teftanienty  the  gofpel  is  preached  to  the  Qeotiles,  whe^ 
It  is'deiiied  te  the  Jews  ?  And  whepce  is  it»  that  the  gofpe}  is 
(cat  to  us  in  this  land*  when  many  nations  are  worUiippinff 
the  devil,  for  want  of  the  knowledge  of  God  and  of  hia  nund  r 
Whyvthis  is  j  aft  an  a£l  cf  the  fovereign  po^ver  and  pleafufc 
of  Zion'sKingt 

a*. By  his  Toyial  authority  be  has  appointed  nrhat  formofgort 
vevnment  is  to  be  obferved  in  his  vifibie  kingdom.  He  faff 
not  left  his  church  in  a  ftate  of  anarchy,  or  confuGon,  or  to  be 
moulded  according  to  the  fancies  of  men,  as  may  beft  ferre 
'  thcii:  politic  views  and  de6gns.  Now,  every  piece  of  the  014 
Teftament  tabernacle  vras  to  be  placed  aixording  to  the  pat^ 
tern  (hewed  in  the  holy  mount,  much  mere  the  New  Tefta^r 
laetit  churchf  which  is  called  *^  the  true  tabernacle  of  David^** 
J^Gtt'Vfi  |6.  compared  with  Amoa  ix.  ii.  What  that  form 
cf  government  is,  has  been  dated  from  the  word  of  God,  an4 
ibiemnly  fworn  to  by  all  ranks  of  the  land,  Once  our  refornia«r 
tioA  from  Popery.  It  is  true,  there  are  a  fct  of  men  in  thf 
landiihat  fet  up  for  other  fchemes  ei  govemn^ent :  but  d^y 
that  remove  thefe  land-marks,  they  will  do  it  to  their  coftf 

3,,  His  appointing  officers,  both  ordinary  and  eytraordinaiyt 
ir  aBOther  a&  of  the  royal  authority  of  the  King  of  Zioiu 
We  have  an  account  of  thefe  officers  of  both  kinds,  £ph,  iv, 
1 1.  1^4  *^  When  he  afcendcd  t;p  on  higbi  (whenever  he  had 
iitteo.down  upon  his  throne  of  glory  above),  he  g^ive  ibmc^ 
apoftlft;  and  fome,  prophets;  and  fome,  er angelifta;  and  ibme^ 
pailora  and  teachers ;  for  the  edifying  of  his  body."  Ye  know 
it  is  the  prerogative  of  the  king  to  nominate  and  call,  and  apr 
poiiit,  whpm  he  pleafes  as  officers  civil  or  military,  under 
him  in  the  government  of  the  kingdom*,  and  no  man  dare, 
upon  his  higheft  peril,  aflume  any  of  thefe  offices,  from  the 
higbeft  to  the  loweft,  without  the  king's  commiffiop ;  if  he 
ihould)  he  would  be  found  guilty  of  treafon,  and  of  ufuxping 
the  king's  prerogative :  fo  is  it  in  the  kingdom  of  Chrift  ^  it  ii 
his  prerogative  to  call,  and  fend  out  officers  to  ferve  him,  *^  and 
no  m»n  uketh  this  honour  unto  himfelff  but  he  that  is  called 
pf  God,  as  was  Aaron.^  Chriil  himfelf  did  not  go  without  bis 
Father's  coramilTion,  to  z6l  as  his  viceroy,  ^'  I  the  Lord  have 
called  thee,  I  will  hold  thine  hand,  and  will  help  thee  ;"  and 
if  Chrift  would  not  run  without  his  Father's  commiffion  and 
i:a]I,  it  muil  hz  dangerous  for  any  to  intrude  them&lv^s  into 

the 
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the  facrcd  oiHces  of  his  kingdom^  without  his  call  and  commif* 
fion. 

4*  His  appointing  and  ordaining  the  trajr  how  his  oflicen 
are  to  be  chofen,  and  initalled  vifiblyin  their  office,  is  another 
a£l  of  ChriR*6  royal  power  and  authority,  as  King  of  Zion. 
As  it  is  he  that  gives  gifts  unto  men,  for  the  edifying  of  his 
fubjefls  ;  fo  he  has  given  it  as  his  pleafurt,  that  his  vifible  fub- 
je6ls,  or  thefe  that  are  fo  in  the  judgement  of  charity,  (hould 
be  the  eleftors  of  the  office-bearers  in  his  vifible  church  or 
kingdom.  It  has  been  made  evident  from  h€ts  u  that  when 
an  apoftle  was  to  be  chofen  in  the  room  of  Judas,  the  hundred 
and  twenty  perfons  did  nominate  and  prefent  two  to  the 
apoftles,  and  one  of  thefe  was  pitched  upon  by  an  immediate 
determination  from  heaven,  bccaufe  he  was  to  be  an  extraor- 
dinary officer.  It  is  clear  from  Ads  vi.  like  a  fun»beam,  that 
the  multitude  of  the  difciples  did  ele£k  the  feven  deacons,  and 
prefent  them  for  ordination  to  the  apoftles.  It  is  contended 
againft  this,  that  the  manner  of  eledling  deacons,  who  were 
to  have  the  charge  of  the  poor,  and  of  the  public  money  ap- 
pointed for  their  relief,  is  no  argument  for  the  elefbon  of  mi- 
nifters  and  elders,  who  are  fuperior  officers.  But  to  this  it  is 
^fily  anfwered,  that  if  it  be  the  privilege  of  the  vifible  churdi 
and  of  Chrid's  vifible  and  credible  fubjefls,  to  ha^e  the  choice 
of  thefe  that  are  to  have  the  care  of  their  money,  much  mon 
of  thofe  that  are  to  have  the  care  and  charge  of  their  precipoi 
fouls,  which  are  far  more  valuable.  The  argument,  from  the 
Icfs  to  the  greater,  is  ftrong  in  this  matter.  It  has  been  alfo 
cleared  from  AAs  xiv.  23.  that  the  apoftles,  when  going 
through  and  vifiting  the  churches,  which  they  had  formerly, 
planted,  ordained  elders,  x)r  prcibytcrs,  in  every  city,  by  chief* 
otoniey  or  (Iretching  out  of  the  hand,  which  was  the  common 
way  of  taking  the  voices  of  the  people  at  that  time,  both  in 
civil  and  facred  affairs.  So  that  the  manner  of  clewing  mi- 
nifters  and  ocb^r  officers  in  :he  church,  is  not  left  to  a  patron, 
a  prtibytery,  or  to  men  that  are  heritors  in  this  world  ;  no,  but 
it  is  a  privilege  that  belongs  unto  the  fubje£ts  of  ChrilVs  king- 
dom, or  to  the  community  of  thefe  who  are  vifibly  of,  and  in, 
the  communion  of  the  church  ofChrift,  and  who  are  walk* 
ing  according  to  his  laws  ;  by  which  means  all  ignorant,  erro- 
neous, or  fcandalous  perfons,  or  thefe  that  are  not  of  the 
communion  of  the  church,  are  evidently  excluded.  And  this 
privilege  of  cle6ling  minifters  and  officers  to  the  church,  con- 
tinued in  the  church  till  about  feven  hundred  years  after  Chrift, 
when  it  was  violently  wrclicd  from  them  by  the  ufurpations 
oi  Popery. 

5.  Another  a£l  of  Chrift 's  royal  power  and  authority  in  his 

vifible 
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vlfiUe  churchi  k  his  appointing  ordinances  for  worihip  to  be 
difpeAfed  by  minifters  ot  the  gofpel,  fuch  as  the  public  preach- 
ing of  the  gofpel  s  <*  Go  ye  into  all  the  worlds  and  preach  the 
gofpei  to  every  creature."  This  is  the  great  ordinance  of  God 
for  gathering  of  fubje&s  unto  Chrift't  kiogdomi  and  for  the 
edifying  of  mefe  that  are  brought  in.  And  then  there  is  the 
ordinance  of  baptifm  to  be  dkfpenfed  <'  in  the  name  of  the 
Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft."  The  ordinance  of  the  fup- 
per,  *<  What  we  received  of  the  Lord,  that  we  arc  to  deliver," 
I  Cor.  xi.  23.  And  there  is  public  prayer  and  praifci  catechi^ 
fing,  both  in  public,  and  teaching  from  houfe  to  houfe.  Tbefe 
and  the  like  ordinances,  for  tdiBcation  and  wor(hip,  Chrift,  as 
King  of  Zion,  has  appointed  to  be  difpenfed  by  minifters  ia 
his  vtfible  kingdom. 

6.  Chrift,  as  King  of  Zion,  has  appointed  cenfures  for  dif- 
cipiine  and  good  order  in  his  kingdom,  for  the  removal  of  of- 
fences, and  preventing  the  leaven  of  fin  and  fcaAdal  from  run* 
ning  through  and  defiling  his  church,  :fuch  as  private  and  pub- 
lic admonition,  reproof, exhortation,  and;the  femences  of  great^ 
er  and  lefier  excommunication.  Thefe  are  called  *<  the  keys  of 
the  kingdom  ;  and  when  thefe  keys,  or  cenfures,  are  exercifed 
according  to  Chrift's  appointment,  by  the  officers  of  his  king* 
dom,  ^<  what  they  bind  on  earth,  is  b<)und  in  heaven,  and  what 
they  loofe  on  earth,  is  Iqpfed.in  heaven.''  The  apodle  wrt« 
ting,  to  the  Corinthians  anent  the  fcandal  of  incell,  he  ap- 
points fuch  a  perfon  to  be- excommunicate,  and  delivered  over 
40  Satan,  I  Cor.  v.  4. 5. ;  and  the  reafon  he  gives  for  pa£Bng  fuch 
a  cenfure,  with  refpej£l  to  the  church,  is,  that  (he  might  not  be 
defiled  with  that  impure  leaven,  *^  Know  ye  not  that  a  little  lea- 
ven leaveneth  the  whole  lump  r"  And  it  is  the  opinion  of 
Dr  Owen,  in  his  treatife  upon  fchifm,  that,  whenever  a  viiiblc 
church  comes  to  that  pafs,  that  (he  will  not,  or  cannot,  purge 
herfelf  of  notour  and  evident  fcandals,  (he,  in  that  cafe,  is  to 
be  departed  from  ;  and  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  (he  has  loft  or  caft 
away  the  keys  of  the  kingdom,  committed  to  her  by  her  ereat 
King,  and  then  error  and  fcandal. runs  without  controuf,  till 
the  whole  mafs  be  defiled. 

7.  Chrift,  as  King  of  his  vifible  church,  has  authorifed  the 
oiiiceirs  of  his  kingdom  to  meet  in  a  judicative  capacity,  in  his 
name  and  authority,  for  the  better  and  joint  regulating  of 

'  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom.  I  cannot  now  (land  to  illudrate 
this  head  ;  it  is  done  to  excellent  purpofe  by  the  WeflminAer 
A(rtmbly,and  approven  by  the  General  A(rembly  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland  in  the  year  164;,- bound  in  with  our  Confe(rion  of 
Faith,  entitled,  The  Form  of  Frelbyttrial  Church^govcrument; 

*  to  which  }  refer. 

8.  Chrift 
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8.  C&rift  by  his  duthoritf,  d6  King  of  2ioft,  had  bbuiHled 
and  limited  all  the  cdlim  ajhd  officers  of  his  kin gdonii  to  go- 
vern hit  fabj(£lsi  aftd  to  teach  them  no  other  thing  than  he 
has  (iommanded,  MaCth,  xxviii.  I9.  20.  *^  Teaching  them  to 
obferte  all  things^  whatfoevef  I  have  ^mmandcd  y^u.*?  So 
that,  if  the  officersi  or  courts  of  ChriftV  kingdom^  begin  to 
^  teach  for  doftrxncs  the  commandments  of  men/*  af  to 
ilhpbfe  any  laws  Upon  his  fubje£ls  than  what  Chrtft  bis  gi- 
veii,  they  hare  good  re^fon  to  alk,  By  what  authority  fu6h  ot 
fuch  thik>gs  are  done  ?  and  to  difregard  all  fuch  laws  ot  itbpo* 
utions, 

9.  Chrifty  as  Kinf^  of  Zion,  has  giten  exprefs  orders  uato 
all  hiB  fdbje£lsi  to  eHiamine  all  fpirits,  all  doArineSy  all  Uurs 
and  impofitionsi  at  the  bar  of  the  word,  and  to  contend  eat' 
heftly  for  the  parity  of  his  truth  and  worfliip^  ordinances  and 
inditutions ;  Jucfe  3.  <<  Contend  eameftly  for  the  faith  deli' 
▼ered  unto  the  faints/'  Where  it  is  c6nfid«rable,  that  thl 
keeping  of  the  truth  and  purity  of  ddArine,  is  not  fimply  com* 
tnitted  to  minifliers,  or  officers  of  his  houfe^  but  to  faintt^  i.  #• 
to  the  whole  tifible  church }  it  is  a  truft  for  which  they  are  td 
be  accountable,  if,  thtdcrgh  their  ndgted^  Hfallin  ibeJneUt 
therefore  commanded  to  contend  tarfttjlhf  for  It,  And  as  fot 
Chriftian  liberty,  they  are  to  do  the*  faitie,  as  is  plain  from 
Gal.  V*  I.  <*  Stand  fait  in  the  liberties  wherewith  Cbrift  hati 
made  yon  free,  that  you  be  not  entangled,'*  &d*  In  theft 
things  every  fuHjeft  of  Chrift  is  to  be  a  foldie^, 

10.  Chrtft  aifts  as  King  of  Zion,  when  he  tefenta  injuries 
done  to  his  kingdom  or  fubjcds,  and  (ent  and  called  officers. 
Sometimes  the  Itmg  of  Zion  has  refented  Tifible  injuries  dooe 
to  his  vifible  church,  in  a  very  open  and  Vifible  manner ;  he 
**  makes  Jerufalem  a  bardenfome  ftone  unto  her  enemies,^ 
Zech.  xii.  3. :  and  vcr.  2.  he  "  makes  Jerufalehi  a  cup  of 
trembling  unto  all  the  people  toUnd  abotit  1"  f6r  the  mjuries 
done  to  jerufalem  God  pulls  down  the  nobkaof  Babylon^  and 
daflies  tne  Babylonrfh  empire  in  pieces.  80,  for  his  true  and 
loyal  fabjefts  he  gives  a  charge  unto  the  world,  to  beware  of 
offending  them,  or  doing  them  hurt  \  for,  fays  he,  ••  it  \rcrc 
better  for  them,"  that  do  it,  *^  that  a  millftotie  were  haflged 
about  their  necks,  and  they  caft  into  the  midft  of  the  it^t 
And  as  for  the  miniftcrs  a(nd  office-bearers,  he  fays,  "  Touch 
iiot  mine  anointed,  and  do  my  prophets  no  harm.**  They 
that  receive  them,  coming  in  their  Matter's  name,  they  receive 
himfelf,  and  his  Father  -,  and  they  that  defpife  them,  defpift 
him,  and  him  that  feni  him.  The  found  of  their  King's  feet 
is  behind  them,  when  paing  his  crraiKl^,-  Matth.  xxviii.  uk. 
**  Lo,  I  am  with  you  alway  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world  " 

I     '  And 
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And  it  IS  our  hearty  prayer  to  God,  that  non^  who  flight  or 
defpife  us  may  fall  upder  the  refentment  ef  our  great  and  glo- 
rious King,  but  that  his  mercy  may  fpeedily  prevent  it  by 
their  repentance* 

II..  Chrift,  as  King  of  Zioni  removes  his  royal  (tandard  from 
one  people  or  nation  to  another.  When  a  people  have  long 
enjoyed  the  gofpel^and  the  ordinances  of  his  worfhip*  and  conti- 
nue Darren  under  them,  and  flight  his  ordinances,  officers,  and 
laurSf  to  that  cafe,  by  his  royal  authority,  he  tranflates  the  feat 
of  his  vifibfe  kingdom,  and  the  badges  of  his  prefence,  clfe« 
where :  hence  Chrift  tells  the  Jews,  that  his  kingdom  was  to 
he  taken  from  them,  and  given  to  a  people  that  would  make, 
better  ufe  of  it.  So  dealt  he  with  the  churches  of  the  LefTer 
AGa  ;  fo  has  he  dealt  with  many  famous  and  once  flourilhing 
churches ;  to  this  purpofe  is  what  you  read  concerning  *<  the 
yiueyard  of  the  Lord  of  hods,  the  houfe  of  Ifrael,"  If.  v. 
Thus  1  have  given  you  an  account  of  fome  of  the  royal  af^nga 
of  the  King  of  Zion,  with  refpe£l  to  his  church  as  (he ,  is  a 
Tifible  fociety  of  men  and  women,  profefling  allegiance  to 
bim. 

I  (hall  conclude  this  hea(l  of  Chrift's  royal  adminiftration^ 
ma  King  of  Zion,  by  giving  you  an  account  of  fome  of  his  royal 
and  kingly  agings  at  the  end  of  the  world,  when  his  myflical 
body  is  confummate  and  perfe£led.  As, 
.  i«  He  will  then  "  d.efcend  from  heaven,"  in  an  awful  man- 
ner, **  with  a  (hout,  with  the  voice  of  the  archangel,  and 
with  the  trump  of  God."  And  when  he  comes  he  will  (hake 
heaven  and  earth  :  a  Pet.  iii.  10 — 12.  *^  The  day  of  the  Lord 
Cometh  as  a  thief  in  the  night,  in  the  which  the  heavens  (hall 

f>a&  away,  with  a  great  nolle,  and  the  elements  (hall  melt  with 
iervent  heat,  the.  earth  alfo,  and  the  works  that  are  therein 
fliall  be  burnt  up,"  &c.  His  kingdpm  will  then  come  with  ob- 
fervation  to  all  the  world :  Rev.  i.  7.  <*  Behold  he  conicth  with 
clouds,  and  every  eye  fliail  fee  him." 

2.  He  will  ere£t  his  throne  of  judgement  in  the  clouds  or 
vifibld  heavens,  O  how  awful  will  the  bench  of  judgement 
be,  when  he  takes  his  feat !  Dan.  vii.     And, 

3.  He  will  raife  the  dead,  **  All  that  fleep  in  the  grave  fliall 
come  forth,  Dan.  xii,  a.  &c.  Not  an  ii>fant  of  a  fpan  long,  that 
was  ever  endowed  with  a  rational  foul,  (liall  be  left  behind  in 
the  grave. 

4.  He  will  gather  all  nations  to  him,  and  make  a  feparation 
between  the  righteous  and  the  wicked,  fetting  the  one  upou 
iiis  left  hand,  and  the  other  on  his  right  hand. 

5.  There  will  be  a  public  trial  of  all  perfons,  and  of  all  their 
anions ;  *'  he  will  bring  every  work  into  judgement,  with  ever 
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fecfet  thilig,  w&ech^r  it  be  good  or  evil."  Al!  the  \x^i  and 
l6}8  of  kings,  of  parliiments^  of  cotmcils,  of  aflenMies,  of  }«• 
dicatorie«  of  whatever  fotty  ^ill  be  canf  aded  then  by  the  £>• 
kmn  JudgCi  &c. 

6.  He  will  diftributd  tewards  smd  puiiiflimentg  unco  men 
itid  women,  acconliif|  to  whdt  thef  are  found  to  be  at  that 
day,  righteousf  or  wicked,  graciotift  or  gracdlefa,  building  oa 
th^  rock,  or  on  the  fand :  he  will  faf  to  the  onet  ^<  Com^,  fe 
blcfled,'*  &c. ;  he  wiH  fay  t6  the  others «« Depart,  yd  cnrfed,'' 
&c. 

7.  When  all  is  done,  he  and  his  ranfomed  win  l^etnm  in 
trttriijph  CO  heaven  with  finging,  when  thd  Mricked  IhaH  M 
turned  into  hell  with  bowlings,  crying,  **  Lord,  I*ord,  \ai¥t 
we  not  eaten  and  drunk"  at  thy  Cable  ?  <<  have  we  not  pro^^ 
fied  in  thy  name  ?"  &c.;  and  then  Chrift  will  havie  all  hid  ene^ 
mies  under  hid  feet,  and  reign  over  his  myfliical  Uofdy  fbt 
^er.  It  is  true,  we  are  told,  that  Chrift  Will  deliver  up  the  eog- 
dom  to  his  Father ;"  but  this  is  to  be  underftood  6f  hit  pre- 
fenting  the  ranfomed  lo  his  Father,  faying,  '<  Here  mA  I^  i^ 
the  children  thou  haft  given  me :"  and  he  will  indeed  cesife  t0 
rule  them  in  that  manner  which  he  exercises  in  the  chnfch  ^ 
litant;  but  Chrift  will  ftill  be  the  heaid  of  the  rahfcnfted  in 
tnount  Zitm  above ;  but  though  it  be  fo,  <<  God  wilf  be  all  fli 
all  -,''  for  the  defign  of  his  whole  mediation  and  gOTernmeni^ 
was. to  bring  them  back  to  God,  as  theiif  only  all,  from  WhM 
they  had  departed  in  the  firft  Adam. 

And  thus  I  have  given  fome  lame  account  of  the  royal  irf* 
Ihiniftration  of  the  King  of  Zion,  until  <<  the  confummathm 
of  all  things.'^  And  fo  much  for  the  ftcond  thing  m  the  Wt* 
heral  method,  which  wa^,  to  fpeak  of  the  kingdom  and  ftdmi* 
hiftration  of  Chrift  in  hia  holy  hill  of  Zion. 

III.  The  third  thing  in  the  general  method  was,  Why  Got 
the  Father  has  Jet  and  ordained  him  to  be  King  in  Zi^n  f  I  an- 
fwer  in  the  two  or  three  particulars  following. 

I.  This  flows  originally  from  the  fovcreign  love  and  good 
pleafure  of  God :  *^  Even  fo,  O  Father ;  for  fo  it  hath  pleafed 
thee.  God  fo  loved  the  ^Orld,  as  to  fend  him  into  the  world ;" 
^nd  God  fo  loved  his  church,  that  he  gave  (he  true  King  So^ 
lomon  to  be  her  King. 

a.  Becaufe  it  was  for  the  Father's  glory  and  honour;  to  fet 
biiA  upon  the  throne.  None  fa  fit  to  be  his  Father's  viceroy, 
and  to  manifeft  his  glory,  aS  he,  who  is  ^'  the  brightneft  of  his 
Father's  glory  ;'*  all  the  divine  perfeftionB  fliine  in  his  perfon 
ahd  adminiftration*    This  the  angels  faW|  when  they  fawUm 
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jbutin  histyirzddlijag  clothe^;  whiph  made  them  £ng^  ^ ^^^^^ 
to  God  in  Uic  hight(l/'  &c. 

3.  Tha^  he  ;nigibt  bring  about  faly^tion  to  hi^  myfticfd  body 
the  x:hurf:b  ^  £ph.  i.  *f  He  h^tb  given  him  to  be  the  l^ead  oy/ejr 
^1  thin^,t9  the  cb^xchJ  whiph  is  hi9  body :"  hexMce  the  chjurch 
U  x:alkd  (S^ccb*  ix.  9.)  to  rf/'otct,  becauie  her  **  Jpng  poa^^h, 
hstvjsg  falvation ;"  and  the  church  cries,  *<  Thou  art  my  K\nft 
of  pld,  WQr|ping  man4£oId  falvation  in  the  xn^dft  of  the  f  ari^:^ 
fsdratl^n  fspm  fin|  Satan,  heU^  and  death*  How  foon  woul^ 
the  church  be  fwallowed  up,  if  it  were  not  for  the  fafety  flip 
f»]9js  f^xpffgji  tl^  protdCUon  of  her  King  ?  ^  The  Lord  i$  in 
the  tniA&  of  her,^c  ih^  not  be  moycd*  His  prefence  in  hit 
churcjh  ^8  her  waijs  and  bulwarksj  and  makes  ^r  to  fins  ^f 
jTong,  IC  Xfvi,  f  •  "  l^Te  h^ve  a  firong  city^  i^hration  wiU  G04 
appoint  for  wi^ls  ai^d  ^.ulwjip'ks.''      . 

4,  BQcauj(c  his  (h^vUers  were  pnly  able  tp  beff  the  weigl^ 
of  the  gpi^jrn;DQtei;it.  No  h#Wid  WJ19  able  to  f^f  y  the  ImtVf^ 
hmbc  who  wa9  God's  fieilpWy  and  to  wjbom  it  is  **  no  roUM^rjf 
tp  he  eqM#I  wkh  :Qod/'  Tb^  government  had  fallen  into  conr 
i^oa  and  diforderj  had  it  been  coipmitted  eitl^er  to  ange^  or 
wc^iAgelf* 

,  5.  JEie  bought  the  chur(jb  tg  Um^ft  vith  the  price  of  hif 
blQpdj  ^roin  the  hand  o^Ju^e^  and  therefor  it  was  fit  that 
tbfi  gQirepcnxnent  of  itbe  jchiMrch  ttipvid  be  committed  to  him* 
An4  indcsed  his  xoyiii  or  Idngjly  office^  is  founded  uppn  t^  ia» 
C^rdotal  or  prieftly  office :  and  there^re,  If.  Ixiii.  at  the  bcr 

S'4Eining|itbe  Kiog  o^  Zipn  is  there  reprctented  as  ^^  coming  firoa^ 
dom  with  dyed  garment^j  ^nd  fed  in  ^  apparel.  ^  one  th^ 
iy^deth  U^  the  wine-^t.''  And  ^ev.  fi^.  he  who  hadi  that 
^fit  njsme  writt;e;»  ,p,9  his  thighi  ai|d  ^pa  his  vefture,  ^^Th^ 
Wpr4  of  God,  the  j^in^  of  kings,  aqd  Lord  of  lords,"  is  faii 
^9  hi^ve  kh  *'  v/s&\^;e  dipt  in  Uood/'  viz.  his  own  blood,  .an4 
Shti  Uopd  of  hb  cncm^Sf  J^ut  I  do  i^t  infift  f^irther  upou  the 
refifons  of  the  jioAwc,  thart  I  p^j  ^^^  W  ^^^^  ^^^^  f^rthc|r 
«ppJi<»tion. 

IV.  The fourtk  heg4  ij?  the  ijaethod  wfs  t^he  jfypUfiofion.  Aad, 
W^ying  ?dl  other  ufcs,  J  #>^i  Oflily  s^ply  ij  hy  W;^y  pf  ^^qrta- 
jUon,  ^K.  To  the  i^bjeft^ ;  2,.  To  the  enemies  of  his  kijngdonx 
and  government. 

Firfit  A  wprd  of  exhortation^  unto  all  thefe  that  projEpfs  them* 
ielve^  the  fubjcijs  of  Chrift's  kingdo^i. 

I.  luoitatc  your  J^jng,    The  e|;|i|ipie  of  ^  JKii?g  h^  .grcjat 

.^weigbit  with  the  £vbjc^s,  whether  it  he  good  or  bad  ^  folk 

follow  ihc  fa&id»s  p*  the  .x;o\irt-    IJeycr  wfts  there  a  king  (9 

worthy  of  y^ur  imitation  s  he  .c^Us  u§  to  >*  Icjurp  pjf  him  T  he 
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ias  left  U8  an  example,  that  we  ihould  follow  his  ftcps  •,•'  as 
example  pf  holinefs,  "  Be  ye  holy,  as  he  is  lioly,"  &c :  an 
example  of  f^ith  and  tnift  under  the  darkeft  clouds^  Pfal. 
kxii.  I.  &c. :  an  example  of  meeknefs  and  humility  of  fpirit} 
•*  team  of  me,  for  I  am  meek  and  Jowly."  Phil.  ii.  5. 
^*  Let  the  fame  nnind  be  in  you,  which  was  alfo  in  Chrift  Jc- 
fus."  An  example  of  patience  in  afflidion  and  perfecufion; 
Heb.  xii.  2.  *^  Let  u?  ruii  bur  race,  looking  unto  Jcfus,**  &c.: 
an  example  of  condancy  and  refolution  *,  he  *<  fet  his  face  !iks 
aflnt."    . 

2.  I  exhort  all  the  profefTed  fubje£t3  of  Zion*s  SZing  td 
^'  truft  in  him  at  all  times ;  for  blefied  are  all  they  that  truft 
in  him,"  as  you  fee  in  the  laft  verfe  of  this  pfalm.  Truft  him 
with  your  all,  and  truft  him  for  all  you  need.  And  to  encou- 
rage your  truftj  confider,  (i.)  His  word  is  the  word  oft 
King,  a  royal  word,  and  the  fubjeAs  depend  upon  the  royal 
promife.  (2.)  His  word  is  the  word  of  the  King  of  Zion,  ii 
a  well  advifed  word,  it  is  the  tScGt  of  counfel.  (j.)  It  is  an 
inyariable  word  5  it  '*  endures  for  ever :  Hedren  and  earth 
ftiall  pafs  away,  but  one  jot  of  his  word  fliall  not  fall  to  die 
cropnd.'*  (4.)  It  is  a  faithful  word  ;  "  truth  is  the  girdle  of 
nis  loins,"  it  is  eftablifhed  in  the  heayens.  (5.)  It  is  a  tried 
word ;  **  The  word  •  of  the  Lord  is  tried  like  6lv«r  in  a  fur- 
liace;*'  it  abidtfs  trial.  All  the  faints  in  heaven  tri^d  it,  anJ 
found  it  firm ;  and  therefore  let  all  faints  on  earth  truft  k* 
(6.)  This  puts  honour  upon  your  Kinj»,  to  truft  his  word,  to 
fet  to  the  feal  that  he  is  true.  (7.)  This  is  the  way  to  obtain 
the  promife,  and  the  bleflings  promifed  in  the  covenant. 

3. 1  exhort  you  to  be  much  at  your  King's  throne  as  fuppli- 
cants  ',  for  you  have  continual  buCnefs  there.  Confider,  (!•) 
His  throne  is  a  throne  of  grace,  calculate  for  the  poor  and 
needy.  (2.)  There  comes  a  joyful  found  out  from  his  throne; 
♦*  Whofoever  will,  let  him  cOme,  A(k,  and  ye  (hall  receive. 
If  any  man  lack  wifdom,  let  him  alk  of  God,"  &c.  (3.) 
There  are  rivers  of  grace  flow  out  of  his  throne,  and  bend 
their  courfe  toward  you.  (4.)  There  is  a  rainbow  about  his 
throne,  the  covenant  of  grace  and  promife,  Rev.  iv.  3.  which 
alludes  to  God's  covenant  with  Noah.  (5.)  Acls  and  inter- 
locutors of  grace  are  paiTed  from  the  throne,  to  encourage 
your  approach,  *^  I  will  be  their  God,  I  will  give  them  a  new 
heart,"  &c.  (6.)  The  King's  throne  of  grace  is  founded  on 
juftice  and  judgement,  &c.  (7.)  His  throne  and  adminiftra- 
tipn  ftands  by  bounty  and  liberality ;  and  therefore  can  ndvcr 
be  exhaufted,  no  more  than  the  fun  lofes  by  giving  light  unt6 
the  world,  and  therefore,  1  fay,  be  much  about  your  King's 
tliione,  come  when  you  will,  or  for  what  you  will^  you  are  ay 

•welcome. 
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x^'clcome,  *'  In  every  thine  by  prayer  and  fupplicatioii  make 
your  rcq.uefts  known  unto  God,"  &c. 

4.  I  exhort  you  to  rejoice  in  your  Kinf^.  *'  Let  the  chil- 
dren of  Zion  be  joyful  in  their  King.  The  Lord  reigns,  let 
the  earth  rejoice.  Rejoice,  O  daughter  of  Zion,  behold  thy 
King  Cometh."  (i.)  Rejoice  in  his  perfon  ;  for  "he  is  aho^ 
gether  loTcly  ;**  his  perfon  is  the  joy  and  admiration  of  heaven 
and  earth.  (2.)  Rejoice  in  his  government  and  adiinintftn- 
tion  ;  for  it  is  wholly  calculate  for  your  good.  (}•)  Rejoice 
in  his  equity  \  for  he  rules  in  righteoiifnefs,  whatevcfr  feeoiing 
crooks  may  be.  in  his  adminidration.  (4.)  Rejoice  in  the 
power  and  authority  of  your  tUng ;  for  he  hath  all'  power  in 
heaven  and  earth;  things  in  heaven,  earth,  and  under  the  earthy 
bow  to  him.  (5.}  Rejoice  in  the  law  magnifying  righteouf* 
nefs  that  your  King  has  brought  in-  by  his  obedience  unto 
death.  (6.)  Rejoice  in  the  fulnefs  and  riches  of  your  King  ; 
for  all  the  fulneis  of  the  Godhead,  unfearchable  ridies  are- in 
him.'*  (7.)  Rejoice  iii  the  bounty  and  liberality  of  your  King} 
he  will  do  for  you  above  what  you  can  a(k  or  think.  (8.)  Re- 
joice in  the  love  of  your  King ;  for  it  is*  unchangeable  \.  he 
**  refts  in  his  love,  an^  changes  not.* 

5.  Obey  your  King's  laws  &  have  a  regard  to  all- his  com- 
mandments ;  for  all  his  commandments  are  *^  holy,  juft,  and 
good."  Motive f  (i.)  He  has  obeyed  the  law  himfeif,  in  the 
days  of  his  humiliation ;  he  wore  the  yoke  that  it  might  not  gall 
you.  (2.)  There  is  great  peace  in  the  way  of  obedience: 
<<  Great  peace  have  all  they  that  love  his  commandments : 
As  many  as  wailk  according  to  diis  rule,  peace  ihall  be  up- 
on them.''  (3*)  ^  gfc^t  reward  in  keeping  his  command- 
ments ;  for  **  he  meeteth  them  that  rejoice  to  work  righteouf- 
nefs.**  (4.)  Hereby  you  will  glorify  your  King,  and  commend 
him  to  others  ;  Matth.  v.  16.  "  Let  your  light  io  (bine  before 
men,"  &c.  (5.)  There  is  great  danger  in  breaking  his  laws, 
he  will  refent  it,  and  ^*  vifit  your  traufgrcffion  with  the  rod, 
and  your  iniquities  with  ftripes.** 

^eft.  What  fort  of  obedience  fhould  we  yield  unto  -the 
laws  of  the  King  of  Zion  ?  Anfw.  .( i.)  A  willing  and  cheer* 
ful  obedience,  fuch  as  he  yielded  unto  his  Father,  when  he 
faid,  **  Lo,  1  come  :  I  delight  to'  do  thy  will."  (2.)  Univcr- 
fal  obedience  to  all  his  commands,  not  picking  and  choofing, 
obeying  one  and  trading  at  another  j  •«  Then  fhall  I  not  be 
alhamed,  when  I  have  refpe<fi  unto  all  thy  commandments.** 
(3.)  An  inward  as  well  as  an  outward  obedience  :  "  I  delight 
in  the  law  of  the  Lord  after  the  inner  man."  Obedience, 
when  it  is  not  with  the  heart,  is  naufeous  to  the  King  of 
Zion,  who  "  fcarchcs  the  hearts  >"  his  laws  rcagh  the  inward. 
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as  well  a0  the  outwfu'd  iQaa."  (4.)  A  difinterefted  obedicncei 
felf-denied,  reckoning  yourfelres  unprofitaJile  fenraots^  ,wheo 
you  have  done  all }  dp  not  t^njc  that  y^ur  Kuig  is  io  your 
debt /or  jQwr  pbcdjcncc  and.  fer^^xpe,  ^x:.  (5O  Itmuftbe 
the  obedience  of  fajth;  for  ^<  without  thft  it  \i  ioipofliUile  to 
pJ/Cafe  God/'  A.  f^ith  in  the  proinife  janit vig  the  foul  to  God 
i$;lbe  foundatioo' pf  9U  true  oW<iiienc&  to  Chrift,  pr  God 
i9  him.  (6»)  AriCOdoAwt  aQd  ftedf^Q;  qi^iencej  actf  by 
fits  pt  ftart?,  but  cofltii^ually :  i  Cpf.  gty.  vlt.  "  3c  ye  con^ 
ftant»  vpipfwe^blis,  always  Quoding  i^  the  wxuck  ojf  the  liOid/' 
&c. 

6»  Yicjd  not  only.99.t£|tive>  but  ^  r^(Iliire  lobedjeoce  to  the 
^gx>f  Zioi)|  h  a3  itov  Cubmit  untQ  hi^  difpofiog  will,  mn 
wheo  his  adminiftratioQS  run  crf^ij^  to  ypur  worldJy  intereft 
and. inclination*  When  be  feijidf^.tbe  rod  pf  affli^ioa,  coa* 
(ider,  (1.)  Tbali.i9oirs  iUlpei»f9AiQ0l9  i«e  %  .y9ttrgQodj  jcc 
Many  advaotagiefl  r ife  put  of  ajSidi^ffs*  {%*)  ^e  wija  sot 
)i:e6p  bis  ^jB^r  fpr  icvisn  (3.}  Tb^  j^ithe  fp^ut  ^n^  temMf 
of  his  true  lubjfifts,  to  be  dumb  with  i^tVLCt  vhe9  he  ?#lias# 
(4- )  ^Gder  how  iitba>iillv.e  he  i9>:as  mio  his  Fath^jr's  heayy 
affliAing«hand,  yea,  avenging  hafx>d»  ^c.  .(5«)  Y^ur  *^  light 
affliiSbions  work  for  you  a  far^iiiQce  exceedipg  aod  Vernal 
weight  of  glory." 

7. 1  exhort  all  the  ftfb|ieiAs  of  Jhe  King  pf  Zion  to  keep  the 
King's  courts,  I.  mean  his  ordinances  for  ;Worftdp«  Davidi 
though  he  viras  a  great  king,  y^t  we  find,  Pfal.  Ixixiir.  he  madf 
confcience  of  atteoding  the  tabe/pacles  of  the  King  of  ZioOi 
and  ceckoped  it  his  honour  fo  to  do  ;  and  when  drivep  from 
the  place  of  public  worfhipi  through  the  perfecution  of  Saul, 
or  Abialom's  rebcllioni  he  envies  the  happipefs  of  the  very 
fwallows  or  fparrows,  which  were  allowed  tp  ncftle  about  the 
fanduary,  while  he  was  driven  away  frpm  it,  and  had  pot  ^« 
cefs  to  attend  his. Lord  and  King  there,  Pfal.  Ixxxiv.  z.  a.  lo. 
&c.  What  fliali  we  thick  of  thofe,  who  have  the  doprs  of  the 
fanftuary  of  the  King  opened,  the  ordinances  of  the  Ncv 
Teltament  dUpenfed  at  their  door;  and  yet  either  through 
pride,  or  heart- contempt  of  the  prdinances,  or  love  to  the 
world,  or  fldth«  or  other  carnal  caufes  or  p^etepce?,  turn  their 
back  on  the  courts  of  the  great  King ;  and  yet  take  it  in  very 
ill  part,  if  minifters  tell  them  they  do  not  aa  the  part  pf  ioysd 
fab^e£ts  unfo  Zion's  King  ?  Is  it  to  be  fuppofed,  that  people 
ever  opened  theijr  hearts  unto  him,  who  contemn  and  difreg^rd 
his  iniiitutions,  where  he  has  required  his  fubje£ls  to  attend 
upon  him,  and  do  him  homage  ?  They  may  fancy  they  are  his 
fubje^s  as  well  as  others,  but  they  have  reali>n  tp  fear,  chat  the 
day  is  comingi  whcp  the  King  of  Zipp  wiU  fay  to  thcoa,  or  of 
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them,  <'  Britig  fotth  thofe  mine  enemies  who  would,  not  that 
I  (hoald  rule  dver  them,  and  flay  them  before  me.^  See  what 
became  of  thcfc  men  who  were  bidden  to  the  Tapper,  when 
all  thing»  were  made  ready,  tnd  yet  excnfed.tbemfelves  From 
s^tendiirg,  with  thefe  and  the  other  pretences ;  why,  Luke 
xit.  a4,  the  Lord  dechres,  that  *'  none  of  thofe  that  were  call- 
cd^'*  tffid  refufed  (whatever  ware  their  pretences),  '*  (hoiibt 
^vcfr  tafte  of  his  fuppet/' 

But  to  return :  1  lay,  le!  all  that  \ovt  ChriO;,  the  exalcecf 
Kiiig  of  Zion,  attend  carefully  upon  his  royal  courts  and  oiu 
dinanc6s  for  Worfliip,  whether  it  be  upon  Sabbath  day,  or 
Week  day,  particularly  public  preaching,  public  prayer  and 
^ife,  and  the  adminiftratton  of  the  facraments  of  baptifm  aiid 
fbe  fupp^ri  folemn  oceafions  for  failing,  prayer,  and  humilia« 
fidft.  In  thefe.  Or  tht  like  Ordinances  6f  the  King  of  Zion,  it 
h  that  he  allows  his  fubje£ls  fweet  interviews  with  himfelf ; 
<^  dvd  Khig  is  held  in  fhefd  galleries  ;'*  there  it  is  that  the  King 
intimates  his  tcAtiA  and  will  to  thd  fufaj^As ;  there  his  pVece^tS, 
(>romifii8|  aind  doiflTitieSy  are  publiihed  1  and  there  it  is  that  h^ 
drops  ftteh  words  of  grace  and  lote  into  theif  hearts,  as  make  2 
A^ir  hearts  to  burn  within  them,  &c. ;  there  they  are  made 
to  fay,  *<  ¥1x9  word  qiliekened  me,  and  made  my  foul  like  th€ 
thartots  of  a  willing  people ;"  there  King  Solomon  fiiews  him- 
fdf  witH  the  crown  upon  bis  head,  before  the  daughters  of 
ZhMl ;  there  the  King  covers  a  table  of  fat  things,  and  makes 
diem  lx>  fit  down  under  his  (hadow  with  great  delight ;  there 
fometitaes  theV  get  the  fecrets  of  their  hearts  told  them,  and 
tbe  feef ets  of  nis  covenant,  and  the  fecrets  of  providence  alfo 
opened,  as  David  when  he  went  into  the  fan^uary,  Pfal. 
Ixxifik  And  there£(Hre,  I  fay,  attend  the  King's  courts  for  won 
fliip.  * 

8.  Let  all  the  fubje£ts  of  the  King  of  Zion  (land  up  for  the 
honour  of  their  King,  efpecially  in  a  day  when  manifold  in^ 
dignities  afe  done  unto  his  royal  authority.  I  had  occafion  al- 
ready to  (hew,  in  feveral  particulars,  what  open  indignities  ate 
done  to  him  among  us ;  his  laws  are  counteracted  both  by  civil 
and  eccieiiailic  auSiority,  the  liberties  of  his  fubjeCts  are  inta- 
ded,.hb  Sabbaths  are  profaned,  his  profefTed  ambafiadors  throw* 
sng  up  their  Mafter^s  fovereignty  and  alone  headfhip  in  his 
chu^cii,  and  yet  fuitained  by  others,  that  have  not  gone  thti'r 
length,  as  fellow- members  in  judicatories,  without  anv  cen^ 
fuVe  or  teftimony.  There  feems  to  be  a  faying  a  ccnfederAiy 
with  open  and  avowed  traitors  to  the  royal  crown  ot  Zion's 
King,  by  a  deep  filence,  and  finful  ailbciation  with  his  ene- 
ihies.  I  ant  ah-aid  Chrift  be  faying  at  this  day,  "  Thefe  are 
the  wounds  whereby  they  have  wounded  me  in  the  houfc  of 

m^ 


55^  JTA*  Sovereignty  o/Zion'i  King. 

my  friends  V*  I  am  wounded  in  my  truths,  in  my  members,  in 
ikiy  pterogatives,  as  the  fupreme  God,  and  the  fupreme  King 
of  my  church ;  and  yet  no  due  teftimony  or  refentment  (hewed 
againft  thefe  wounds  and  injuries  I  have  received.      I  am 
afraid  Zion's  King  be  on  his  way  to  wound  the  head  of  his 
enemies,  and  the  hairy  fcalp  of  them  that  are  going  on  in 
their  trefpades."    But  while  others  are  injuring  and  affront- 
ing the  King  of  Zion,  let  all  that  would  be  found  among  his 
kyal  fubjeAs  (ludy  to  put  honour  upon  him»     ^efi.  How 
Ihould  we  do  this?     Anfw*  (i.)  We  fliould  put  honour  upon 
him,  by  believing  in  him,  and  truding  in  him,  particularly  in 
his  kingly  office  \  truft  that  he  will  rule  and  defend  his  fub- 
je^is,  and  that  he  will  reftrain  all  his  and  his  people's  enemies. 
Oh|  Sirs,  he  never  erred  ih  his  adminiilration  ;  and  therefore 
whatever  feeming  confufions  may  caft  up,  yet  trnft  that  the 
wheel  in  his  hand  (hall  caft  upfuch  glory  tohimfelf,  and  fuch 
good  to  his  fubjeAs,as  that  it  (hall  be  faid  of  Jacob,  and  of  Ifrael, 
<*  What  hatli  God  wrought  1"    (2.)  l.et  us  put  honour  upon 
him,  by  confeffing  him  with  the  mouth;  Rom.  x.  lO.  "  With 
ihe  heart  man  believeth  unto  righteoufnefs,  and   with  the 
mou^h  confeffion  is  made  unto  filvation."    This  is  a  day 
wherein  tlie  devil  and  his  emiffaries  have  laid  a  plot  for  banifiw 
ing  any  profeffion  of  Chriil  and  religion*  I  condemn,  as  much 
as  any,  a  hypocritical  profeffion  of  Chrift  and  Chriftianity ; 
but  let  us  not  caft  away  our  King's  livery,  bccaufe  a  fecict 
enemy  may  put  it  on,  and  mingle  in  among  his  loyal  fubjeds* 
(3.)  Let  us  put  honour  upon  him,  by  a  confcious  regard  unto 
all  his  laws  and  commandments,  '*Then  (halll  not  be  afba- 
med,  when  I  have  refpeft  unto  all  thy  commandments  :"  and 
while  others  are  breaking  his  bonds,  and  calling  aw^y  his 
cords  from  them,  let  us  fay  with  Jofhua,  "  As  for  me  and 
my  houfe,  we  will  ferve  the  Lord."     (4.)  By  witncffing  for 
him  and  his  caufe  in  our  fplicre,  and  by  owning  a  teftimony 
for  him  when  it  is  lifted  uf .     The  ftandard  of  Chriil,  parti- 
cularly in  Scotland,  is  a  covcn^iiited  ftandard  and  teftimony  ; 
and  whenever  Chrift's  covenanted  ftandi^rd  and  teftimony  is 
lifted  up,  we  are  obliged,  by  the  oath  of  God,  to  own  it,  and 
cleave  to  it ;  and  it  is  not  this  or  the  oihejr  prct^ce  of  order, 
that  will  diflblve  the  obligation  of  ihf  oath  of  God.   (5.)  By  a- 
voiding  the  fellowftiip  and  focicty  of  thofe  who  are  the  known 
enemies  to  the  King  of  Zion,  and  his  caufe  and  intereft,  what- 
ever be  their  pretences  of  friendfliip  :  "  O  my  foul  come  not 
thou  into  their  fecret ;  unto  their  aHembly,  mine  honour,  be  not 
thou  united,"  &c.     It  is  dangerous  to  ftay  in  the  camp  where 
there  is  a  nDutiny  and  confpiracy  againft  the  King  and  his  king- 
dom, cfpecially  when  the  King's  ftandard  ib  lifted  up  without 
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-  it,  and  the  cry  gircn,  f*  Who  is  on  the  Lovd's  fide  ?'*  Wlicn 
judicatories  of  the  church  are  bending  their  force  to  (lay  the 
vitnefles,  and  to  caft  them  out  of  the  city,  it  is  time  for  any 
that  profefs  friendihip  to  Chriit,  and  own  him  as  th  ir  King, 
to  inquire  where  they  are,  or  where  they  (land.  (6  )  By  fuf- 
-fering  for  him^  through  grace,  when  called,  as  he  fuflFered  for 
us. 

9.  Another  word  of  exhortation  to  the  fuhje^ls  of  the  King 
of  Zion,  is,  to  aft  the  part  of  faithful  foldiers  in  figrliting  your 
King's  battles,  againd  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world.  Fight  againft 
fin  \  this  is  the  grand  enemy  that  Chrift  came  to  dedroy,  and 
make  an  end  of;  and   therefore,  &c.     Wage  war  againft 
Satan;  for  Chrift  came  to  bruife  his  head  :  ^^  Refift  the  dcvl], 
and  he  will  flee  from  you,"  5cc.     Wage  war  againft  the 
vmrld ;  for  *•  the  friendihip  of  this  world  is  enmity  againft 
.    God  ;  the  world  was  an  enemy  to  Chrift,  and  it  will  be  an 
enemy  to  his  caufe,  work,  and  tcftimony,  to  the  end.    ThtCe 
arc  the  enemies  you  are  to  enter  the  lifts  with.     Motive  (i,) 
He  has  fought  your  battles ;  he  entered  the  lifts  with  fin,  Sa- 
tan, and  the  world,  yea,  with  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  curfe 
of  the  law,  to  the  dying  of  his  garments,  and  the  pouring  out 
.of  his  foul  unto  death,     (i.)  Your  King  has  gained  the  vic- 
.tbry,  he  has  broken  and  routed  the  enemy,  and  is  wearing  the 
.Tidorious  palm,  &c.     (3.)  His  victory  is  yours  in  law,  by 
virtue  of  the  legal  and  niyftical  union  betwixt  you  and  hioi ; 
and  therefore  he  calls  all  his  friends  to  rejoice,  and  take  up 
the  fpoils  of  his  vi£lory  as  their  ow^n :  hence  the  apoftle  cries, 
."  Thanks  be  unto  God,  which  always  caufeth  us  to  triumph  in 
-Oirift.**     (4.)  Your  King,  who  is  alfo  your  leader  and  com- 
'  mander,  he  ba^  given  command  to  "  fight  the  good  fight  of 
faith,  to  ftand  faft,  to  quit  yourfelves  like  men,  and  to  be 
•  ftrong."     All  the   fubjedls   of  Chrift  are  foldiers,  while  in 
.the  church  militant,  and  required  to  "  contend  for  the  faith, 
to  refift  even  unto  blood,  itriving  againft  fin."     (5,)  Your 
King  is  a  fpeftator  of  your  behaviour  in  the  field  of  battle, 
and  fees  who  a3s  as  cowards  in  his  caufe,  and  who  a£);s  the 
part  of  valiant  foldiers.     (6.)  Your  King  is  ready  to  fuccour 
.you,  when  the  battle  is  hot,  and  when  you  are  like  to  be  worft- 
ed  :  "  Fear  not,  for  I  am  with  thee ;   be  not  difmayed,  for  I 
jini  thy  God."     The  Lord  ftood  with  Paul,  when  all  men 
forfook  him.     (7.)  Your  King  will  found  the  retreat  in  ^ 
little  time,  and  call  you  off  the  field,  to  triumph  with  him  in 
glory ;  for  "  if  we  fufFer  with  him;  we  (liall  alfo  reign  with 
him  ;  your  light  afHiftions  and  combats^  which  are  but  for  a 
inoment,  work  for  you  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory," 
VQL.H.  4  A  I 
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I  conclude  this  branch  of  the  exhortation  vfiih  a  hrw  advices. 
If  you  would  fight  the  battles  of  the  King  of  Zion,  (i.)  Be 
fure  to  have  his  kingdom  and  authority  eftabliihed  within 
you,  and  ftudy  to  have  every  thought  brought  into  captivity 
unto  the  obedfcnce  of  the  King  of  Zion^  and  be  aware  of  har- 
bouring any  traitor  in  your  own  bofom.  Can  ever  that  man 
fight  the  open  battles  with  the  external  enemies  of  the  King 
of  Zion,  who  i$  faying  a  confederacy  with  fin  in  bis  bofom  i 
&c»  And  therefore  give  daily  battle  unto  indwelling  fin,  a 
body  of  fin  and  death^  and  *^  take  heed,  left  there  be  in  any 
of  you  an  evil  heart  of  unbelief/'  turning  you  afide  "  from  the 
living  God."  (2.)  You  nluft  make  ufe  of  your  King's  armourv> 
and  the  weapons  of  his  providing  and  appointing,  if  you  would 
fight  his  battles;  what  thefe  are,  fee  £ph.  vi.  13.  14.  &c. 
^*  Abov«  all,  taking  the  fhield  of  faith,"  &c.  (3.)  Keep  with- 
in the  fight  of  your  royal  King.  As  we  muft  run  our  racCi 
fo  we  muft  fight  our  battles,  ^^  looking  unto  Jefus.**  A  figbt 
of  the  King  ef  Zion,  infpires  the  foldiers  with  courage  and 
greatnefs  of  fpirit :  **  They  looked  unto  him,  and  were  light- 
ened :  and  their  faces  were  not  afhamcd*  Confider  him  who 
endured  the  contradi£iipn  of  finners  againft  himfelf,  left  ye 
be  wearied  and  faint  in  your  minds.**  (4.)  Carry  the  blood  of 
your  King  continually  along  with  you,  in  the  hand  of  faith, 
efpecially  in  the  day  of  battle  ;  for  the  enemy  flees  at  the  fight 
of  It :  Rev.  xii.  11.**  They  overcame  him  by  the  blood  of  the 
Lamb,"  &c.  (5.)  In  the  time  of  open  war  ftudy  to  know  and 
keep  the  camp  of  the  King  of  Zion,and  be  aware  of  the  camp 
of  the  enemy.  That  is  a  queflion  we  would  gladly  be  folved 
of,  Where  is  the  King's  camp?  for  fome  are  faying,  in  our  di- 
vided day,  "  Lo,  it  is  here,"  and  others,  **  Lo,  it  is  there ;" 
will  you  tell  us  **  where  he  feedeth,  where  he  makes  his  flocks 
to  reft  ?"  Anfwer,  negatively ,  it  is  not  always  where  ftands 
the  greateft  multitude  ;  for  Chrift's  flock  is  but  a  littU  JlocL 
In  the  days  of  Elijah  it  was  among  feven  thoufand.  It  is  not 
always  with  a  body  of  men  calling  themfelves  the  church  of 
Chrift,  enjoying  the  proteflion  of  law,  and  civil  authority  on 
their  fide  ;  for  we  have  heard  and  feen  the  day  when  Popery 
and  Prelacy  had  the  law  of  the  land,  and  civil  authority  for 
them. 

^tejl.  How  then  may  the  camp  of  the  King  of  Zion  be 
known } 

j^tjfw.  (i.)  The  King's  camp  is  where  the  King's  ftandard 
is  upheld,  not  where  it  is  pulled  down.  "Where  is  <*  the  tcf- 
timony  of  Jefus,"  the  covenanted  teftimony  of  Scotland? 
Whoever  they  be  that  are  holding  the  doftrine,  worftiip,  difci- 
plinci  and  government  of  his  houfe,  iu  iheir  purity,  there  is 

the 
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liie  King's  camp.  (2.)  The  King's  camp  is  where  his  flock  is 
gathered)  and  not  where  they  arc  fcattcrcd,  born  down,  and 
o^prefled.  (3.)  The  King's  camp  is  where  his  glory  is  mod 
difplayed,  and  not  where  his  glory  is  darkened  and  obfcured* 
(4.)  The  Ktng^s  camp  is  where  the  fmell  of  his  garments  glad- 
dens the  hearts  of  hisfubjeas,  Pfal.  xlv.  &c.  (j.)  The  King's 
Ciimp  may  be  known  by  the  current  of  the  flood  of  the  old 
ferpent's  malice :  Rev.  xii.  15.  17.  there  we  read  that  ^*  the 
ferpent  caft  out  of  his  mouth  waters  as  a  flood,  after  the  wo- 
man;" i.  e.  the  devil  raifed  a  dorm  of  perfecution  and  trouble 
againft  the  church  of  Chrill,  reprefented  by  the  woman :  and 
Ter*  17.  **  The  dragon  was  wroth  with  the  woman^  and  went  to 
make  war  with  the  remnant  of  her  feed,  which  keep  the  com- 
mandments of  God,  and  have  the  teftimony  of  Jefus  Chrift." 
So  then  if  you  would  know  where  is  the  camp  of  the  King  of 
Zion,  where  his  ftandard  is ;  you  may  obferve  whereaway  the 
weapons  of  hell  are  levelled^  malice,  reproach,  perfecution  of 
hand  or  tongue;  for  there  is  the  camp  of  Chrift,  for  he.  *^  fights 
neither  againft  fmall  nor  great,  but  againft  the  King  of  Ifrael," 
and  his  feed  and  intereft. 

10.  A  tenth  word  of  exhortation  to  the  fubjeAs  of  the  King 
of  Zion,  is,  to  rejoice  in  the  hope  of  his  heavenly  kingdom ; 
for  ere  it  be  long  thy  King,  O  believer,  will  call  thee  out  of 
the  church  militant  to  the  church  triumphant;  and  therefore  re* 
joice  in  the  hope  of  the  glory  of  God."  And,  to  excite  your  joy« 
and  quicken  your  longings  after  the  heavenly  kingdom,  where 
die  King  of  Zion  is  in  perfon,  I  will  tell  you  of  a  few  things 
ye  (hall  then  be  freed  of,  which  are  gravaminous  and  heavy  to 
you  while  in  the  church  militant  on  earth,  (i.)  Freed  of  all 
necefiities  of  nature.  No  need  of  food  when  difmantled  of 
diebody  of  clay ;  and  when  it  is  raifed  again  it  will  be  a  Jpi* 
ritual  hdyt  they  do  not  eat  and  drink,  &c.  No  need  of  clothing 
to  cover  the  (hame  of  your  nakednefs  :  for  they  {ball  not  only 
be  like  the  bodies  of  Adam  and  Eve,  but  like  Chrift^s  glorious 
body.  No  need  of  armour ;  for  then  there  {hall  be  no  enemy. 
No  need  of  fleep ;  for  "  there  will  be  no  night  there."  So 
then,  (a.)  Freed  from  all  imperfe£lion,  both  of  foul  and  body. 
The  infirmities  of  the  body  are  left  in  the  grave ;  and  as  for 
the  foul  it  is  made  perfe£l  in  holinefs  i  ^^  that  which  is  in  part» 
fliall  be  done  away."  (3.)  Freed  from  all  your  toil  and  labour  : 
Rev.  xiv.  13.  "They  reft  from  their  labours;"  their  work 
ihall  be  their  element,  like  the  {inging  of  the  bird,  which  is  its 
pleafure.  (4.)  Freed  from  all  forrow :  Rev.  xxi.  4.  "  There 
fiiall  be  no  more  forrow.  We  that  are  in  this  tabernaele  da 
groan,  being  burdened."  (5.)  Freed  from  ail  temptations. 
The  poiibned  arrows  of  the  enemy  do  not  touch  the  inhabit* 
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ants  of  the  church  triumphant ;  he  is  cad  out ;  *^no  lion  to. 
hurt,"  &c.  (6.)  Freed  from  all  Tcxing  and  carking  cares,; 
whereby  ye  are  now  tortured.  Care  waftes  the  fpiritSi  and  catf 
.  out  the  comforts  of  our  life  here  always;  but  no  fuch  thing  in 
the  church  triumphant;  no  fear,  and  therefore  no  care:  no  fear 
of  want  where  all  things  will  be  enjoyed,  (y.)  Freed  of 
all  doubts  of  the  love  of  God ;  none  laying,  **  where  is  thy 
former  loving  kindncfs  ?"  You  ihall  be  in  the  embraces  of 
your  King;  for  ever,  wrapt  up  in  his  arms  and  bofom.  (8.) 
Freed  of  the  fociety  of  the  wicked  world.  Chrift's  lily  is  now 
amone  the  thorns,  but  in  the  church  triumphant  there  is  no 
more  pricking  briers  in  all  God's  field;  Cbrift  will  **  throughly 
purge  his  floor."  (9.)  Freed  from  all  divifions.  The  faddeft 
thing  in  the  church  militant  is  the  divifions  among  thofc  that 
ate  really  gracious*  The  divifions  between  godly  and  wicked 
are  not  fo  nfHlAing  as  the  divifions  among  faints.  But  this 
fhall  be  done  away  then,  then  they  will  be  all  one  in  the  Lord» 
and  all  their  jealoufics  and  cenfures  of  one  another  will  end. 
(10.)  Freed  of  all  diftraflion  and  wandering  of  fpirit  in  the 
worlhip  of  God ;  now  the  heart  will  be  fixed  on  God  for  ever. . 
Let  theff  things  excite  you  to  long  for  the  day-break  of  cvcr- 
lafting  vifion  above. 

^ifft*  What  ff  curity  have  we,  wbile  in  the  church  militant, 
that  we  (hall  come  to  the  church  triumphant,  where  the  King 
of  Zion  Is  in  perfon  ? 

Anfw.  f  I.)  God  has  ordained  it  for  you,  as  you  fee  Matth. 
XXV-  ult.  &c.  (2.)  The  promife  of  God,  which  is  *^  yea  and 
amen  in  Chrift,"  fecures  it.  Luke  xii.  32.  &c.  and  xxii.  29. 
&c  (3.)  Your  King  has  purchaftd  it  for  you ;  Eph.  i.  14.  a 
**  purchafed  poflieflion.*'  (4.)  Your  King,  who  is  alfo  your 
Interceflbr,  has  prayc-d  for  it,  John  xvii.  24,  &c.  (^.)  Your 
King  has  taken  oofleflion  of  it  for  you,  John  xiv.  2.  "  I  go  to 
prepare  a  place  for  you."  (6.)  Your  King  has  given  you  the 
earned  of  it ;  his  kingdom  wirhin  you  fays  you  are  come 
to  his  kingdom  above  ;  the  firft-fruits  of  the  Spirit  afiures 
you  of  the  full  vintage.  (7.)  Your  union  with  the  King 
of  Zion  fecures  it ;  the  glory  of  his  natural  body  is  a  prc- 
fage  of  the  glory  of  his  myftical  body.  (8.)  A  goodly  com- 
pany are  already  arrived,  **  an  innumerable  company  of  the 
firft  born,"  and  therefore  the  reft  iliall  follow;  therefore  "  look 
up,  and  lift  up  your  heads,  for  your  redemption  draweth 
nigh." 

I  proceed  now  to  ofi^sr  a  word  of  exhortation  unto  tht/econd 
fort  of  perfons  I  named,  and  that  is  to  you  who  are  yet  ilr^n- 
gers  tp  Zion*s  King,  and  enemies  to  his  kingdom  and  govern- 
ment. 
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ment.  I  already  gave  you  the  chara£ler  and  marks  both  of  his 
friends  and  enemies :  in  a  few  words,  to  clear  the  matter  to . 
you.     All  who  are  yet  in  a  ftate  of  nature,  and  never  felt  the 
efficacy  of  the  grace  of  God  in  a  work  of  regeneration,  arc 
among  the  enemies  of  Zion's  King  ;  for  '^  the  carnal  mind  13 
enmity  againft  God.*'  All  who  never  felt  the  power  of  Chriftjs 
prophetical  office  execute  upoivthcm  ina  work  of  illumination,  ^ 
opening  the  eyes  of  their  underftanding  to  know  Chrift  in  his 
perfon,  natures,  offices,  and  undertaking,  and  to  know  the  mind 
and  will  of  God  revealed  in  the  word.    AH  who  are  '*  ignorant 
of  the  righteoufnefs  of  God,  and  going  about  to  eftablifii  their 
own  righteoufnefs,"  I  mean  all  Icrgalifts, {who  are  cleaving  to- 
the  law  as  a  covenant,  and  have  not  ^<  fubmitted  to  the  righ- 
tcoUfncfs  of  JehovahTsidkenu,"  are  yet  enemies  to  the. 
kingdom  and  government  of  Zion's  King ;  never  any,  in  rea- 
Jity,  fubmitted  to  his  laws  and  government,  who  did  not  firft 
fubmit  unto  his  righteoufnefs.     All  who  fit  under  the  drop  of 
the  gofpel,  and  have  a  Saviour  and  his  whole  falvatiod  brought! 
near  unto  them,  and  yet  continue  to  reje£l  him  and  his  falva* 
tion  through  unbelief,  CVift  will  hold  all  fuch  as  enemies  to  his 
kingdom  and  government :  Heb.  ii.  3.  '^  How  (hall  we  efcape 
if  we  ncgleft  fo  great  a  falvation  ?"     They  that  were  invited 
to  the  marriage-fupperof  the  King,  and  yet  refufed,  the  King 
fends  forth  his  armies,  and  miferablv  deftroys  thofc  wicked. 
men.     All  Gallios  and  neutrals  in  tfie  caufe  ofChrid,  who 
are  cafy  whether  the  caufe  of  Chrift  fink  or  fwim,  they  are 
among  his  enemies  ;  for  "  he  that  gathereth  not  with  us,  feat- 
tereth  abroad ;"  lukewarm  Laodiceans  the  Lord  fpues  them 
out  of  his  mouth.     All  that  are  combining  againft  the  Lord^> 
and  againd  his  Anointed^  and  laying  their  heads  and  hands  to- 
gether to  ruin  the  kingdom  of  Chrift,  a  covenanted  work  of 
reformation,  and  with  axes  and  hammers  breaking  down  the 
^arved  work  of  the  temple,  &c.     All  profane  Efaus,  who  for 
a  mefs  of  pottage  are  felling  their  birth-right  as  Chriftians,  fa- 
crificing  their  liberties  whereby  Chrift  hath  made  them  free^ 
for  any  fecuKir  or  worldly  confideration  whatever.     All  who 
are,  with  the  ferpent,  licking  up  the  dull  of  the  earth,  and  pre- 
ferring the  vanitic  s  of  this  world  to  things  of  eternal  concern* 
All  who  are  rejecting  his  laws  as  the  rule  of  their  obedience, 
and  who  are  faymg,  **  we  ourfelves  are  lords,  and  will  come 
no  more  unto  thee,"  and  whofe  pradicc  has  this  langu^ge^ 
•*  We  will  not  have  this  man  to  reign  over  us :  Let  him 
depart  from  us,  for  we  dcfire  not  theknowledg'  of  his  ways;'* 
I  fay,  you,  and  all  fuch,  arc  enemies  to  Zio»\  Kiiig,  and  ftran- 
gers  to  his  govern intnt  ? 

Now,  my  cxnorcation  :q  you,  as  one  of  the  heralds  of  the 
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renowned  King  of  Zion^  is,  to  furrender  your  rebeIlioa&  armi^' 
and  fabmit  unto  bis  royal  authority  :  <<  Lift  up  your  heads,  O 
ye  gates,  and  be  ye  lift  up,  ye  everlafting  doors,  that  the  King 
of  glory  may  come  in.** 

By  way  of  motive,  I  need  only  put  yoii  in  mind  of  fome 
things  that  have  already  been  infilled  on  ;  as,  \JI^  Confider  the 
difmal  wrath  and  danger  abiding  all  his  enemies.  See  the  ufe 
of  terror,  ^dly^  Confider  what  for  a  King  he  is  to  whom  ye 
are  called  to  fubmit.  See  the  properties  or  qualities  of  Zion's 
King,  fpoken  to  on  the  firft  head  of  dodrine*  3  J/f,  Confider 
the  advantages  of  his  government.  Spoken  to  in  the  ufe  of 
confolation.  ^thly^t  Confider  how  earneft  he  is  with  the  re- 
bellious finnersi  to  come  in  under  his  rule  and  adminiftratioa. 
(1.)  He  invites  the  rebels  to  fubmit,  If.  Iv.  7.  •*  Let  the  wicked 
forfake  his  way,"  &c.  (2.)  He  befeeches  finnersr  to  be 
reconciled  to  him,  and  to  God  in  him,  a  Cor.  v.  20.  (3.}  He 
promifes  welcome  with  the  golden  fceptre  of  peace  in  hit 
hand  \  <^  Come  to  me  who  will,  I  will  in  no  wife  eaft  out" 
(4.)  He  ^s  grieved  at  the  obftinacy  of  fihners,  who  will  not  fub- 
ifiit,  as  in  the  cafe  of  Jerufalem,  Luke.  xix.  (;.)  He  reafoDs 
with  finners,  and  expoftulates  the  matter,  If.  i.  18.  Jer.iu 
(6.)  He  fwears  that  he  has  no  pleafure  in  their  death  and  ruin, 
Ezek.  xxxiii.  1 1 .  •*  As  I  live,  I  have  no  pleafure  in  your  death,'* 
&c.  (7.)  When  there  is  no  perfuadingof  them,  he  takes  away 
his  kingdom  with  regret,  Matth.  xxiii.  at  the  clofe.  (8.)  Con- 
fider how  glad  he  is  when  a  rebel  finner  fubmits  to  him,  as  the 
father  of  the  prodigal,  &c. 

I  conclude  with  two  oi*  three  advices,  in  order  to  your  be« 
coming  his  fubje£ks. 

1.  Be  convinced  that  ye  are  by  nature  enemies,  yea,  en- 
mity itfelf ;  and  do  not  deceive  yourfelves,  by  imagining  that 
you  have  good  hearts  toward  God ;  for  they  are  defperately 
wichd. 

2.  Meditate  much  on  your  mlferable  thraldom  and  bond- 
age to  fin,  Satan,  and  the  world,  until  the  Son  make  you 
free,  &c. 

3.  Attend  carefully  on  the  ordinances  of  the  King  of  Zion, 
particularly  that  great  converting  ordinance  of  the  preaching 
of  the  word  ;  for  this  is  *•  the  rod  of  his  ftrcngth,  and  it  pleafes 
him  by  the  foolifhnefs  of  preaching  to  fave  them  that  believe  ;** 
and  liften  carefully  to  hear  the  voice  of  the  King  of  Zion  in 
that  ordinance,  as  Lydia,  who  attended  on  the  minidry  of 
Paul.     Seelf.lv.  2.  3.  &c. 

4.  With  hearing  of  the  word  join  a  diligent  reading  of  it : 
**  Search  the  fcriptures,  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have  eternal 
life,  and  thefe  are  they  which  tellify  of  mc."    The  Bible  is 

God's 
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God*s  record  concerning  him  whom  he  has  fet  King  in  his 
holy  hill  of  Zion;  there  his  glory  and  beauty  is  decyphered  with 
his  own  hand ;  there  you  hare  the  will  of  the  King,  the  latter- 
will  of  the  King  fealed  with  his  blood. 
«  5*  Be  importunate  fupplicants  at  the  King's  throne  for  grace 
and  mercy*  Zion's  King  is  a  merciful  King ;  his  work  is  to 
<<  fave  the  poor  and  needy,"  PfaK  hxii.  &c.  tie  is  liberal ; 
^*  If  any  man  lack  wifdom,  let  him  afk  of  God,"  &c. 

.6.  In  Ae  ufe  of  other  means,  fee  that  ye  efiay  the  great 
work  of  believing ;  for  without  this  it  is  impoihble  to  pleafis 
die  King,  or  his  eternal  Father  ;  <<  This  is  his  commandment^ 
^hat  ye  oelicTe  on  the  name  of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift."  Do  what 
you  will,  you  will  be  held  as  rebels  till  you  believe  :  *<  He  that 
believeth  {hall  be  faved;  but  he  that  believeth  not,  (hall  he 
damned/'  And  therefore,  I  fay,  in  obedience  to  the  commands 
0f  Qod,  and  in  a  dependence  on  his  grace  and  Spirit,  eflay  the 
vcdc  of  believing :  ^  This  is  the  work  of  God,  that  ye  believe 
on  his  Son  whom  he  hath  fent.'' 

7.  Pray  much  for  the  purchafed  and  promlfed  Spirit  from 
the  King  who  is  in  the  midit  of  the  throne;  plead  the  promife, 
*'  I  will  put  my  Spirit  within  you,*'  Ezek.  xxxvi.  17.  and  that 
{uromife,  Pfal.  ex.  3.  <^  Thy  people  fhall  be  willing  in  the  day 
-of  thy  power." 

S.Caft  out  a  red  flag  of  war  againft  all  the  enemies  of  the 
Xing  of  Zion,  whether  within  or  without  you.  Begin  the  war 
againft  his  enemies  in  your  own  hearts,  in  your  walk,  and  in 
^our  families ;  begin  reformation  there :  and  having  begun 
ihe  war  within,  carry  it  abroad  in  your  profeflion  ;  and  take 
up  the  caufe  of  Chrifl  in  the  land,  his  public  intereft,  and  do 
;what  in  you  lies  to  oppofe  and  difcountenance  thofe  who 
are  attempting  to  ruin  his  kingdom  and  intereft  in  the  world, 
particularly  in  the  land  wherein  you  live  ;  for  if  his  kingdom  be 
taken  from  us,  if  he  remove  the  doftrine,  difciplinc,  worfhip, 
'  «nd  government  of  his  houfe,  wo  to  our  land  ;  then  the  fongs 
of  our  temple  (hall  be  turned  into  bowlings,  and  our  poor  po- 
ilerity  ihall,  in  a  few  years,  be  a  company  of  Pagan  and  Popiih 
idolaters. 

-.  Well,  then,  let  me  renew  my  call  and  invitation  unto  all 
flrangers,  foreigners,  and  rebels,  to  come  and  fuhmit  to  the 
government  of  him  whom  God  has  fet  King  in  his  holy  hill 
of  Zion.  It  was  foretold  by  Jacob,  on  his  death- bed,  that 
V  the  gathering  of  the  people  fhould  be  to  him,**  and  by  Ifaiah, 
*hat  "  unto  him  ihould  the  Gentiles  feek.*'  O  that  this  may 
be  the  day  and  time  wherein  this  prophecy  (hall  be  fulfilled  I 
This  time  hundred  years,  viz.  1638,  there  was  a  (Irange  ga« 
tberiiig  of  the  whole  land  unto  the  Lord  Jefus,  as  their  glori- 

ous 
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ous  Head  and  King.  When  his  wotk  feemed  to  be  boried, 
and  his  friends,  were  reckoning  that  tlicy  were  like  a  company 
of  dry  bones,  it  plea  fed  the  Lord  to  breathe  upon  the  dry  bones, 
by  the  wind  of  his  Spirit,  and  prefently  a  great  army  Hood  up, 
and  gathered  life  and  ftrength  to  fight  his  battles,  inromuch 
that  the  whole  land,  in  a  little  time,  was  brought  under  the 
oath  of  a  covenanted  allegiance  to  the  King  of  Zion ;  and 
fuch  a  vigbrous  (land  was  at  that  time  made  for  the  royalties 
of  his  crown,  that  thefe  very  powers  then  in  being,  which  had 
been  attempting  to  bury  his  caufe,  were  obliged  to  give  way 
,to  it.  Although  the  kingdom  and  intereft  of  Chrift  be  brought 
low  at  this  day,  yet  let  us  not  lofe  hopes  of -its  refurre£lion, 
but  **  remember  the  years  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Moft 
High ;"  let  us  "  remember  the  works  of  the  Lord,  and  his 
■  wonders  of  old ;  for  the  rcfiduc  of  the  Spirit"  is  dill  with 
him;  ^*  his  hand  is  not  (hortened,  that  he  cannot  fave;  neither 
his  ear  heavy;  that  he  cannot  hear."  A  nation  can  be  born  to 
him  at  once,  juft  by  the  fwaying  of  his  royarfceptre,  the  found 
5}f  his  voice  in  the  difpenfation  of  the  gofpel.  O  that  this  may 
be  the  hour  or  year  in  which  the  dead  through  Scotland  may 
hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  man,  and  live  ! 

Mean  time,  I  fay,  I  defire,  as  one  of  the  meaneft  of  his  he- 
ralds, to  invite  and  call,  to  intreat  and  befeech,  yea,  in  his  name 
and  authority,  I  require  all  hearing  me  Siis  day,  to  believe  in 
his  name,  to  truft  him  for  falvation  from  fin,  Satan,  wrath,  and 
hell,  and  to  fubmit  to  his  authority,  to  receive  the  law  at  his 
mouth,  and  to  own  him  as  their  alone  Judge,  King,  and  Law- 
giver :  **  Thou  art  my  King  of  old,  working  falvation  in  the 
midft  of  the  earth." 

OhjeH,  I.  1  have  been  in  rebellion  againft  the  King  of  Zion, 
he  wiil  never  (hew  favour  to  me. 

Afifw.  All  Adam'b  pofttrity  arc  rebels;  and  if  he  did  not 
receive  fuch,  he  (hould  have  no  kingdom  on  earth.  But  fee 
what  is  faid  of  Zion's  King,  Pfal.  Ixviii.  18.  "  He  gives  gifts 
unto  men,  yea,  even  to  the  rebellious.**  And  therefore  let  not 
this  (land  in  the  way  ;  break  your  covenant  with  hell,  and  fub- 
mit. 

Ohje5}.  2.  My  afts  of  rebellion  draw  deeper  than  can  be  fup- 
pofcd  to  be  forgiven. 

jivfiv,  "  rhough  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet  and  crimfon,  h? 
will  make  them  white  as  fnow,  and  as  wool."  The  King 
Aands  vith  an  indemnity  in  his  hand  to  the  greateft  of  rebels, 
fayinjr,  "  i,  even  1  am  he  that  blotteth  out  all  your  traofgref- 
fions,"  &c. 

Objecl.  3.  I  am  fuch  a  miferable,  wretched,  and  worthlefs 
creature,  that  the  King  of  Zion  v/ill  never  look  upon  me. 

a  Anpi^ 
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At^my%  Though  Zion's  King  be  high,  yet  fo  condcfcending 
IS  he,  that  he  regards  the  moft  worthlefs  and  wretched  linnet 
that  is  out  of  hell,  that  will  fubmit  to  his  righteoufncfs  and 
Iceptrc.  His  cry  is,  "  He  that  hath  no  money,  let  him  come 
afnd  buy  without  money,  and  without  price.'* 

OhjeS.  4.  I  am  a  poor  blind  creature,  1  was  born  biind,  and 
continue  blind,  like  a  mole,  to  this  day,  in  the  things  of  God  ; 
what  will  the  King  of  Zion  care  for  me  i 

Anfw.  The  King  of  Zion  he  "opens  the  eyes  of  the  blind/* 
and  he  counfels  the  blind  to  come  and  "  buy  of  him  eye- 
falve." 

OhjeB.  5. 1  am  (lark  naked  of  all  good  qualifications,  1  have 
no  holinefs,  no  righteoufncfs,  no  goodnefs,  to  recommend  me 
to  the  King  of  Zion,  as  one  of  his  fubjedls. 

Anf'Vii.  Zion's  King  calls  the  naked  to  come  and  '^  buy  of 
him  white  raiment,  to  cover  the  (liame  of  their  nakedntfs.** 
He  clothes  all  his  fubjedls  with  change  of  raiment,  yea,  with 
the  King^s  own  robe ;  only  caft  away  your  own  filthy  rags,  the 
MTOrks  of  the  law,  and  all  qualifications  of  felf,  and  come  to 
him  as  you  are,  for  be  fays,  "  Come  to  me  who  will,  1  will  in 
xx>  wife  caft  out.'' 

OhjeB.  6. 1  am  fo  polluted  and  defiled  with  the  uncleanncfa 
of  fin,  and  have  followed  fo  many  idols,  that  the  King  of  Zion 
will  never  own  ra€. 

Anfw,  Ezek.  xxxvi.  25.  "  I  will  fprlnkle  them  with  clean 
water,  and  they  fliall  be  clean  :  from  all  their  fi^thinefs,  and 
from  all  their  idols  will  I  cleanfe  them."  "  Though  ye  have  lien 
among  the  pots,  yet  fhall  ye  be  as  the  wings  of  a  dove  covered 
with  filver,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold."  The  King 
w^fiies  the  fubje.fts  with  his  own  Wood,  and  ye  (hall  be  made 
to  fing.  Rev.  i.  "  Unto  him  that  loved  us,  and  wafhed  us  from 
our  fins  in  his  own  blood  ; — to  him  be^lory,"  &c. 

OhjeEi,  7.  I  have  a  heart  of  (lone  like  the  adamant  in  my- 
breait ;  will  ever  the  If  ing  of  Zion  receive  me  ? 

Anfw*  Ezek.  xxxvi.  26.  "  A  new  heart  alio  will  I  give  you, 
and  a  new  fpirit  will  I  put  within  you,  and  I  will  take  away 
the  ftony  heart  out  of  your  flcfh,  and  1  will  give  you  an  hearf 
of  flefh. '  The  King  of  Zion  cries,  "  My  fon,  give  me  thine 
heart,"  hard  as  it  is,  and  1  will  fofttn  it. 

ObjetJ.  8.  I  am  unacquainted  with  the  kingdom  of  the  King 
of  Zion,  aild  know  nothing  of  the  fecrets  of  his  kingdom  and- 
government. 

/infw.  Well,  be  it  fo,  the  King  of  Zion  hath  ^*  pity  on  the 
ignorant,  and  on  them  that  are  out  of  the  way ;"  he  will  let 
.you  into  his  fecrets,  and  *^  to  you  it  (hall  be  given  to  know  the 
pjyfteries  of  the  kingdom."    Zion's  King  is-alfo  a  Prophet  to 
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rcvcsil  feCrets,  and  his  «*  fecret  is  with  them  that  fcjir  hirt,  ajid 
to  them  he  will  flicw  his  covenant.*' 

Objedl.  9.  I  am  a  ftranger  to  the  laws  and  government  of  the 
Kingr,  &c. 

Anfw,  He  will  "  write  bis  law  in  your  heart,  and  put  it  in 
your  inward  parts:  I  will  put  my  fpirit  within  them,  and  caufe 
them  to  walk  in  my  ftatutes." 

Obje^.  10.  If  I  Aould  own  the  King  of  Zion  for  my  Kin^, 
I  will  prove  a  deferter,  and  turn  back  again  unto  the  devil's 
camp,  and  then  my  latter  end  will  be  worfe  than  my  begin- 
ning. 

Anfw.  It  15  the  promife  of  Zion's  King  to  all  that  believe 
in  him,  *•  I  will  make  an  everlafting  covenant  with  them,  that 
I  will  never  turn  away  frottt  them  to  do  them  good  :  but  I  will 
put  my  fear  in  their  hearts,  that  they  (hall  not  depart  from 
me." 

ObjeB.  II.  I  am  a  dead  finner)  what  Cares  the  King  of 
Kion  for  the  dead  ? 

Anfv).  Zion's  King  quickens  the  dead,  and  <:ommands 
^^  things  that  are  not  as  if  they  were***  His  roice  raifes  the 
dead  \  and  therefore  I  cry,  **  Awake,  thou  that  fltftptft^  and 
^ife  from  the  dead,  and  Chrift  fliall  give  thte  light.' 

0bj€&,  1 2.  What  if  I  be  not  among  thofc  that  are  given  to 
the  King  of  2jon  by  his  Father  ?  in  th^t  cafe  he  will  neve? 
receive  me  among  his  fubjedts. 

Anfuf,  That  is  none  of  your  bufinefs,  at  the  firft  inftant  to 
leap  in  among  things  fecret,  which  belong  unto  the  Lord ; 
**  Things  revealed  belong  unto  us,  and  to  our  children.*'  The 
voice  of  the  King  of  Zion,  in  his  word  and  miniftry,  is  unto 
you,  **  Unto  you,  O  men,  do  I  call,  and  my  voice  is  to  the  fons 
of  men."  And  therefore  come  in  upon  the  King's  proclama- 
tion, for  that  is  your  warrant,  and  not  the  fecret  thoughts  of 
the  King's  heart 

Object.  13.  I  am  a  prifoner  to  fin  and  Satan,  my  bonds  arc 
fo  ftrong,  that  I  cannot  ftir  myfelf  to  come  to  Zion's  King. 

Anfiu.  Zion's  King  comes  to  prifoners,  becaufe  they  cannot 
come  to  him,  and  fays  to  the  prifoners  of  fin  and  Satan,  Comt 
forth  ;  unto  you  that  fit  in  darknefs,  ^how  your/elves.  It  is  juft 
the  work  of  the  King  of  Zion  to  loofc  prifoners:  and  therefore 
fubmit  to  him,  that  he  may  loofe  your  bands,  and  "  whom  the 
Son  makes  free,  ihey  arc  tree  indeed,"  &c. 


(    5^3     ) 


CHRIST  THE  RESURRECTION,  AND  THE  LIFE*. 


BEING  THE  SUBSTANCE  OF  THREE  DISCOURSES, 

PRBilCHED  AT  TrfE  CELEBRATIOM  OF  THE  SACRAMENT  OF 
THE  lord's  supper  AT  BURNTISLAND,  OCT.  I  738. 

Jqhn  xu  l^.^-^Jeftts  fdtd  unto  her,  I  am  the  rifurreBion,  and 

the  lift. 

THE   FIRST*  SERMON    ON   THIS   TEXT. 

I  HOPE  there  are  a  goodly  number  here,  who  aye  come  up 
to  the  paflarer  from  afar,  and  are  uttering  the  very  lan- 
guage of  ihefe  Greeks  you  were  hearing  of,  ♦*  Sir,  we  would 
fee  Jcfus ;"  this  is  the  one  thing  we  defire,  to  behold  the 
b*auty  of  Jefus,  and  if  wc  mifs  this,  we  mifs  our  errands 
Well,  Sirs,  thefe  words  that  I  have  read,  I  fet  them  up  before 
you  as  a  glafs  wherein  you  may  fee  Jefus ;  for  every  title  and 
name  he  takes  to  himfelf  is  a  glafs  wherein  you  may  fee  him; 
'  and  if  you  can  but  get  the  eye  of  faith  fet  to  this  glafs,  you 
will  fee  Jefus,  and  fee  him  unto  your  fouls  unfpeakaUe  advan^ 
tage :  "  We  all  with  open  face,  beholding  as  in  a  glafs  the 
glory  of  the  Lord,  are  changed  into  the  fame  image,  from 
glory  to  glory,  even  as  by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,"  a  Cor.  iii^ 
i|lt.  What  is  that  glafs  the  apodle  fpeaks  of,  through  which 
we  vhay  fee  Jefus,  who  cannot  now  be  feen  with  the  bodily 
eye,  for  the  heavens  muft  contain  him  until  the  time  of  the 
reilitution  of  all  things?  Why,  it  is  juft -his  own  word  and 
record  concerning  himfelf;  and  here  is  a  part  of  it,  here  is  a 
word,  a  great  word,  and  a  comfortable  word,  look  through  it, 
and  you  (hall  fee  him  whof>;  name  is  Wonderful  i  he  fays  to 
you  as  dire^ly  as  he  faid  to  Martha,  /  am  the  refurreSlton^  and 

the 

*  Pardon  want  of  accuracy  of  (lile ;  for  the  author  had  fcarce  time 
to  rcYifc  the  following  notes  of  his  difcourfes :  but  becaufe  the  wiWom 
of  words  makes  the  goTpel  of  none  effect,  he  allows  them  to  vo  asthei 
are.    Truth  is  fwcetcft  m  her  fimplcft  dref«.  • 
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the  life;  he  that  believeth  in  me^  though  he  were  dead^  yet  /hall he 

live, 

I  cannot  (land  upon  the  context.  The  words  are  a  part  of 
that  conference  between  Chrift  and  Martha  concerning  her 
brother  Lazarus  his  refurreftion  from  the  dead.  Martha, 
when  (he  heard  that  Chrift  was  near  at  hand,  (he  ran  out  of 
the  town  to  meet  him,  and  came  unto  him  with  this  melan- 
choly comphiot  m  her  mowth,  **  Lord,  if  thou  hadft  bcea 
here,  my  brother  had  not  died  ;"  there  was  weaknefs  in  this 
way  of  (peaking,  as  if  the  power  of  Chrift,  to  fave  her  brother 
from  death,  had  been  confined  to  Chri(l'8  bodily  preiencc: 
Chrift  can  cure  in  the  abfence  of  his  human  nature,  as  well  as 
when  he  is  prefent.  We  read  of  a  poor  woman  that  had  a 
blooriy  iflue,  ihe  wanted  to  be  at  Chrift,  but  flie  had  a  crowd 
to  pals  through  before  (he  could  win  at  him,  to  get  a  touch  of 
him;  but  (lie  went  through  them  all,  and  (he  fteals  a  cure 
from  Chrift.  It  is  true,  we  cannot  get  fuch  a  touch  of  him 
with  the  hand  of  the  body,  now  that  be  is  afcended,  as  (he 
got;  but  yet  he  may  be  touched  by  faith,  ds.  realfy  as  thi» 
woman  touched  the  hem  of  his  garment.  And  what  if  f 
Ihould  tell  you,  Sirs,  that  Chrift  is^  as  really^prefent  here;,  asio 
his  divine  nature,  as  he  was  in  his  human  nature,  when  he  was 
\ipon  the  earth:  Chrift  tells  Nicodemus,  John  iii.  13.  **  No 
man, hath, afcended  up  to  heaven,  but  he  that  caroc  down 
from  heaven,  even  the  Son  of  man,  which  is  in  heaven/*  And 
Chrift  fays  alfo  in  Matth.  xviii.  20.  and  Exod.  xx.  24.  "  Wher^- 
ever  his  name  is  recorded,  he  is  there.'*  And  we  arc  met 
here  upon  this  occafion  to  record  the  name  of  Chrift  in  word 
and  facrament ;  and  he  is  as  really  prefent  with  us  now,  as  he 
was  with  Martha  ;  do  not  then  fall  into  the  fame  miftake  that 
Marsha  did,  whg  thought  that  Chrift  could  not  fave  her  bro- 
ther, unlefs  his  human  nature  was  prefent ;  our  Jefus,  who  is 
now  in  heaven  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  is  "  able  to  fave  unto 
the  uttermoft,  all  that  come  unto  God  by  him,  feeing  he. ever 
liveth  to  make  interceffion  for  them  ;"  and  O  that  this  com- 
pany were  coming  to  a  God  in  Chrift  this  night,  it  would  make 
a  heartfome  facrament  to-morrow. — Chrift,  he  drops  a  word 
for  the  encouragement  of  Martha's  faith,  he  fays,  *'  Thy  bro- 
ther (hall  rife  again/\without  telling  her  when.  A  promife 
from  Chrift  is  the  fuel  of  faith ;  as  fire  cannot  burn  without 
fuel,  fo  no  more  can  faith  live  or  aft  without  a  promife.  Mar- 
tha, (h^  couftfleth  her  faith  as  to  the  general  refurreftion  at 
tlie  laft  day,  (lie  fays,  *'  1  know  that  he  (hall  rife  again  in  the 
refurrrcftion  at  the  laft  day."  Well,  Chrift,  from  that  general 
truth,  leadb  her  faith  to  fix  upon  himfelf  as  the  fountain-caufe 
of  the  refurreftion  of  the  dead  in  general,  and  of  her  brother 

Lazarus 
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Lazarus  in  particular,  lam  the  refurreBlon^  and  the  life  ;  he  thai 
lelieveth  in  nUy  &r. 

Where  briefly  we  have  thefc  two  or  three  things,  i.  Wc 
have  one  of  the  glorious  titles  of  Chriil  that  (hould  recommend 
him  to  dead  finners,  /  am  the  refurreffhny  and  the  life,  2.  We 
have  the  duty  incumbent  upon  all  who  would  have  benefit  by 
Chrifti  who  is  the  refurreElion  and  the  life^  and  that  is,  to  **  be- 
lieve in  him."  3.  We  have  the  glorious  advantage  that  (hall 
redound  to  all  that  fhall  believe  in  him,  *<  Though  he  were 
dead,  yet  (hall  he  live." 

As  to  the  frji  of  thefe,  and  indeed  it  is  only  the  firft  of 
them  I  have  in  my  view  at  prefent,  there  is  a  twofold  title  by 
which  Chrift  reveals  himfelf  unto  Martha,  firft  the  refurreBion^ 
and  then  the  life  ;  but  they  are  fo  fib  to  one  another,  that  it  is 
xmpoflible  to  iorm  a  juft  idea  of  the  firft  without  the  iaft ;  for 
what  is  refurreAion  but  a  recovery  of  the  perfon  back  from 
the  ftate  of  the  dead  to  the  ftate  of  the  living  ?  fo  that  the  re^ 
Jlirreilion  and  the  life  are  but  one  complex  title.  And  it  is  com- 
fortable to  think,  that  this  tide  has  a  glorious  relation  to  us 
dead  finners  of  Adam's  family  ;  all  the  names  and  ofiii.es  of 
Chrift  2fre  relative  ;  he  is  a  Prophet  to  us,  he  is  a  Prieft  to  us^ 
and  he  is  a  King  to  us ;  he  is  "  made  of  God  unto  us  wifdom, 
Tighteoufnefs,  fahdiification,  and  redemption  :"  fo  when  he  is 
faid  to  be  the  refurreSioh  and  the  lifgy  he  is  that  to  us ;  for  unt§ 
us  i\mfon  is  given ^  unto  us  this  child  is  borny  whofe  name  is  the 
refurreBum  and  the  life.  Therefore,  Sirs,  let  us  fee  if  we  can 
faften  the  hand  of  an  applying  faith  upon  Chrift  to  ourfelves, 
feeing  he  is  fo  fib  to  us,  and  his  very  name  points  to  every  man 
and  woman  in  this  company,  /  am  the  reJurreBion^  and  the  lift. 
The  words  themfelves  are  the  doflrine. 

The  method  I  propofe  is, 

I.  To  (hew  what  is  implied  in  this  title  Chrift  takes  to  him* 
'  felf,  The  refurreBion^  and  the  life, 

II.  I  would  inquire,  of  whom  he  is  the  refurre£lion  ? 
HI.  Of  what  is  he  the  rcfurreftion  ? 

I'^i.To  what  fort  of  life  is  he  the  refurrcftion  ? 

V.  I  would  inquire  how  it  comes  about  that  he  is  the  re- 
furredlion  and  the  life  to  us  ? 

VI.  Why  he  aflumes  this  title  to  himfelf  ?     And  then, 

VII.  LajUy,  Apply. 

I.  As  to  the  frft  of  thefe.  What  is  implied  and  imported  in 
this  title  and  dtftgnaiioni  by  'which  Chrift  reveals  himfelf  10  you 
and  me  ? 

J.  then^  It  plainly  fuppofes,  that  all  Adam's  race  are  dead 

men 
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men  and  women.  Sirfr«  no  fooner  did  we  take  the  draught  o^ 
deadly  poifon  in  paradifc,  but  that  moment  the  contagion  ran 
through  our  firfi  parents  fouls,  and  has  run  through  all  of  us, 
their  pofterity,  ever  fincc.  We  are  legally  dead,  *^  The  foul 
tliat  finneth,  (hall  dic;'^  we  are  fpiritualiy  dead,  under  the 
power  and  dominion  of  fin,  fcparated  from  God,  who  is  the 
very  fountain  of  life  ;  and  liable  every  moment  both  to  tempos 
ral  and  eternal  death.  Sirs,  death  has  reigned  over  all  Adam's 
family ;  and  what  a  clean  fweep  has  death  made  of  all  the  ge^ 
nerations  before  us  ?  It  has  juft  hurled  one  generation  after 
another  to  the  grave,  and  hurled  the  fouls  of  innumerable 
rnultitudes  into  hell;  and  that  fame  befom  of  death,  that 
fwept  away  the  generations  before  us,  will  jud  fweep  us  away 
in  a  fhort  time.  Sirs,  where  will  you  and  1  be  in  a  little  time  ? 
Alas  (  the  great  reafon  why  people  do  not  confider  this,  is  be- 
caufe  they  are  fleeping,  and  do  not  confider  whether  theit 
landing  fliall  be  with  glorified  angels,  or  reprobate  devils,  and 
^damned  fpirifs,  where  the  worm  of  confcience  never  dies,  and 
the  fire  is  not  quenched.  Death  is  executing  his  office  on 
every  one  of  us;  foui-drath  has  feiz<:d  us,  in  feparating  us  from 
God  ;  and  bodily  duath  will  ihortly  feparate  betwixt  foul  and 
bbdy. 

a.  Chrift  being  ihi  rtfurreBlon  and  the  life^  it  plainly  implies 
that  the  Son  of  God  was  fcnt  into  this  lower  world,  to  give 
life  unto  the  dead.  He  got  his  commiflion  as  Mediator  from 
the  Father,  to  quicken  the  dead ;  he  faid  to  the  Son  from  eter- 
nity. Go  and  give  life  to  thefe  dead  fmners.  Accordingly  the 
Son  of  God  having  got  his  commiflion,  he  pays  them  a  vifir, 
and  fays  to  ihem,  Live  ;  he  had  power  to  do  ir,  '^  Thou  hail 
given  him  power  over  all  flefli,  that  he  (liould  give  eternal 
life  to  as  many  as  thou  haft  given  him,"  John  xvii.  2.  And 
I  conceive  it  was  with  a  view  to  this,  that  Chrift  ftiys,  John 
V.  26.  *'  As  the  Father  hath  life  in  himfclf,  fo  hath  he  given 
to  the  Son  to  have  life  in  hlmfelf."  There  is  a  twofold  life 
the  Son  of  God  hath  \  there  is  his  effential  life,  confidcred  as 
God,  for  he  hath  this  efientially  from  eternity :  but  then  he 
hath  a  mediatorial  life,  gifted  and  beftowed  upon  him  as^  fe- 
cond  Adam  ;  and  that  life  he  has  a  commifmon  to  give  to  dead 
finners  of  Adam's  family  ;  he  hath  **  received  gifts  for  men, 
even  for  the  rebellious  ;*'  and  this  was  the  leading  gift  he  was 
to  beftow,  even  everlafting  life,  and  all  the  appurtenances  of 
it.    But  again, 

3.  /  flw  the  refurreElion^  and  the  life  ;  I  think  it  plainly  implies, 
that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  hath  abrogated  the  fentence  of  the 
law,  V.  hereby  we  were  to  die  ;  '^  The  wages  of  Cn  is  death  ;*' 
there  was  the  hand-writing  that  was  againft  us,  and  was  con- 
trary 
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ttary  to  U8-  Well,  Chrift  came,  and,  as  it  were,  by  nailing  it 
to  his  crofs,  he  tear«  this  hand-writting,  that  it  might  not  ftand 
againft  us  before  the  tribunal  of  God.     Again, 

4, 1  think  it  likewife  implies,  that  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  hath 
recovered  all  that  was  loft  by  the  firft  Adam.  The  firft  Adam, 
by  his  fm  and  apoftafyy  he  became  the  fountain  of  wo,  deaths 
and  mifery,  to  all  his  pofterity,  that  is  the  heritage  we  have  by 
our  firft  father  Adam  \  but  Chrift  he  came  and  recovered  ail  that 
we  loft  in  the  firft  Adan^;  hence  there  is  a  comparifon  made, 
Rom*  V*  between  the  firft  Adam  and  his  natural  feed,  and  Chrift 
the  f»cond  Adam  and  his  fpiritual  feed,  by  whom  they  are  made 
alive.     Again, 

5,  I  thirtk  it  implies,  that  Chrift  himfelf  is  rifcn  from  the 
dead|  and  has  carried  the  keys  of  hell  and  of  death  away  with 
him,  by  which  he  is  become  vi£loriou8  over  hell  and  death  : 
Rev.  i.  17.  18.  "I  was  dead, but  now  I  am  alive  i — therefore 
fear  liot ;  and  I  am  alive  for  evermore  :  and  have  the  keys  of 
hell  and  of  death."     And  then, 

6.  In  the  lafi  place,  I  think  it  plainly  implies,  that  the  life 
of  the  whole  myrdcal  body  is  in  Chrift,  Sirs,  matters  are 
quite  othcrwife  laid  in  the  fccond  covenant  than  ihey  were  in 
the  firft.  Man  in  the  firft  covenant  his  life  was  in  his  hand, 
but  now  his  life  is  in  his  head  :  man  he  got  his  life  in  his 
hand,  and  fo  came  of  it ;  he  was  a  mutable  creature,  though 
perfe£tly  holy.  But  blcfled  be  God,  that  matters  arc  othcr- 
wife in  the  new  covenant ;  God  will  not  give  it  in  to  our  hand, 
but  he  hath  laid  it  up  in  the  hand  of  Chrift,  and  there  lies  the 
life  of  the  whole  myftical  body.  It  may  be  there  are  fome- 
here  complaining  and  faying,  O-I  am  dead,  I  am  a  dry  witli- 
crcd  tree,  my  life  is  gone,  and  there  is  no  lap  nor  life  in  me  ; 
I  cannot;  win  to  that  livelinefs  in  duty  I  had  in  feme  monthsr 
paft.  O  beware  left  in  this  complaint  there  be  not  fomething 
of  a  tang  of  the  covenant  of  works,  beware  that  there  be  not 
a  legal  fpirit  here :  you  are  diffatisfied,  perhaps,  that  your  life 
is  not  in  your  own  hand,  as  in  Adam's  before  he  fell ;  but  yoa 
would  do  well  to  remember,  that,  fince  the  fall,  God  putteth 
no  truft  in  man,  no  not  in  his  dearejl  faints,  he  will  not  truft 
them  with  their  own  life,  but  has  affurcd  us,  by  a  foitmn  re- 
cord, that  <*  this  life  is  in  his  Son  ;"  and  tlic  believer,  when 
himfelf,  will  acquiefce  in  it,  that  his  life  is  laid  up  in  the  hand 
of  Chrift,  and  fay.  Lord,  1  am  content  that  my  life  be  "  hid 
with  Chrift  in  God,"  although  I  (hould  have  nothing  of  it  in 
mine  own  hand.  Sirs,  it  is  a  weighty  truth,  and  it  is  a  truth 
attefted  by  the  moft  famous  wicntfl'^s,  the  "  three  that  b;!ar 
record  in  heaven,"  i  John  v.  7.  God  the  Father,  Son, 
and  Holy  Gboft  ;  therefore  we  ar^  to  fet  to  our  fcal  to  what 

2  the^ 
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the  y  fay,  that  it  is  true,  or  clfc  wc  make  him  a  liar.  What 
is  the  record  of  God  ?  **  This  is  the  record,  that  God  hath 
given  to  us  eternal  life,"  to  us  that  were  loft,  ruined,  and  con- 
demned; *^  given  to  us  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.** 
If  you  would  have  life,  you  muft  be  content  with  what  life  he 
lets  out  upon  you  ;  he  is  the  great  Steward,  and  all  the  bairns 
of  the  family  muft  depend  upon  him,  great  and  fmall.  If, 
xxii.  24.  **  They  ftiall  hang  upon  him  all  the  glory  of  his  Fa- 
ther's houfe,  the  offspring  and  the  iftue,  all  vefTels  of  fmaller 
and  greater  quantity,  from  the  veflels  of  cups,  even  to  all  the 
veffels  of  flagons  ;"  they  juft  hang  their  happinefs  where  God 
has  hung  it.  And  if  this  be  your  way  this  night,  and  at  a- 
communion-table,,  you  will  make  a  noble  h.:nd  of  it ;  but  if 
you  are  difcontcnted  that  Chrift  is  the  Steward,  unlefs  you  get 
according  to  your  will,  depend  upon  it,  you  will  get  a  rebuke. 
Go  to  him  who  hath  your  life  in  his  hand,  go  afk  him  what- 
ever he  has  prom i fed  in  his  word.  Beware  of  limiting  him; 
he  will  give  the  children  of  the  family  what  he  fees  they  need^^ 
he  will  not  embezzle  the  goods  or  bread  of  the  children  ;  no, 
no,  he  gives  them  all  their  bread  in  dM  feajon  ;  and  it  well  be- 
comes all  the  younger  children  to  depend  upon  their  elder  bro- 
ther.    So  much  for  thtjirft  thing. 

I  fliould  now  proceed  to  the  fecond  thing  I  propofcd  to 
fpeak  to  \  but  I  do  not  think  it  proper  to  detain  you  from  pri- 
vate and  fecret  work  betwixt  God  and  you  upon  a  prepa- 
Tiit ion- evening  before  our  Chriftian  palTover.  You  may  re- 
mtmber,  that  the  Lord's  fervants,  in  the  former  part  of  the 
day,  were  exhorting  you  to  the  duty  of  fclf-examination  ; 
M-eil,  I  f'cond  the  exhortation  ;  and  one  fpecial  thing  you  arc 
to  examine,  is,  Whether  you  were  ever  partakers  of  the  firft 
lefarre^lion  ?  whether  Chrift  be  the  refurredlion  and  the  life 
to  you  ?  I  (hall  not  multiply  particulars,  only  1  ftiall  fay,  if 
ever  he  was  the  refurre^lion  and  the  life  to  your  fouls,  there 
•will  be  a  fwcet  Umilitude  betwixt  Chrift's  refurreftion  and* 
Your  rcfurrccllon  :  and  no  wonder  there  be  a  Hmilitude  be- 
tween them,  for  Chrift  rofe  as  the  myftical  head-,  for  when 
ht;  revived,  we  revived.  The  prophet  Hofea,  when  fpeaking 
<»f  the  rcfurredlion  cf  the  head  and  members,  fays,  chap. 
vi.  2.  **  After  two  days  will  he  revive  us,  in  the  third  day  he 
will  raife  us  up,  and  we  Avail  live  in  his  Hght  •,"  not  he,  but 
we  ;  all  the  myilical  members  of  Chrift  rofe  reprefentatively 
wi'h  him.  If  ye  be  really  rifen  with  him,  there  will  be  a  fi- 
iviiiitude  between  your  refurreclion  and  his  refurreftion  on 
\\\c  tiiird  (Iny.     1  (hall  only  clear  this,  in  a  few  particulars. 

I.  You  know  Chrift  role  by  his  own  power,  by  the  power 
ot  his  own  divine  nature  \  he  was  **  declared  to  be  the  Son  of 
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Cod  with  power,  according  to  the  Spirit  of  hoHnefs,  by  his 
rcfurre£lion  from  the  dead.  Juft  fo,  if  ever  you  were  quick- 
ened fpiritually  by  him,  if  you  be  partakers  df  his  refurrcdioh, 
if  he  be  the  refarre£lioa  and  the  life  to  you,  I  am  fure  you  have 
felt  fomething  of  **  the  power  of  his  refurrcdion  ;"  for  it  is 
that  very  power  that  mud  raife  you,  and  make  you  believe 
that  God  raifed  Chrid  from  the  dead,  Eph.  i.  19.  I  doubt  net 
of  it,  yea,  I  am  perfuaded,  whenever  a  man  is  partaker  of  Chrift, 
the  r£jurreEliQn  and  the  life^  he  is  cured  of  Arminianifm;  be  will  not 
fay,  I  have  a  power  to  repent  and  to  believe,  he  will  acknow- 
ledge it  is  not  owing  to  the  power  of  his  own  will,  but  to  the 
power  of  free,  fovereign  grace,  that  hath  brought  him  from 
death  to  life.     Then, 

2.  Chrift,  by  his  refurreftion,  was  ^'  declared  to  be  the  Son 
of  God  with  power,  according  to  the  Spirit  of  holinefs.'*  God 
the  Father  fpeaking  of  his  refurre£lion  from  the  dead,  fays,  in 
Ads  xiii.  3  j.  *'  Thoxi  a|t  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten 
thee.:"  not  as  if  the  generation  of  the  Son  commenced  at  his 
Cefurrcdion  ;  no,  no  \  "  Who  can  declare  his  generation  V*  it 
"was  from  all  eternity;  an  everlading  Father  muft  have  an  ever- 
lading  Son,  it  is  meant  of  his  eflential  Deity :  but  his  refurrec- 
tion  from  the  dead  declared  him  to  be  the  Son  of  God  with 
power.  If  ever  you  have  been  raifed  from  the  dead,  your  fon- 
iliip  hath,  in  fome  iheafure,  been  declared  unto  you.  That 
moment  the  new  creature  is  formed,  and  the  babe  of  grace  be- 
gins to  live,  it  mints  to  cry,  "  Abba,  Father,  to  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrid  ;*?  and  however  it  is  fuppreifed 
and  fmothered  with  prevailing  unbelief,  yet  whenever  faith  be- 
^vci&  to  lift  up  its  head,  the  language  of  the  new  creature  19 
that,  IC  Ixiii.  16.  **  Doubtlefs  thou  art  our  Father — thou,  O 
Lord,  art  our  Father^  our  ^^deeiuer^  and  this  thy  name  is  from 
jtverlading."     Again, 

3.  You  know  when  Chrid  roTc  from  the  dead,  he  entered 
into  his  red,  he  reded  from  the  toiltbme  work  of  n^an's  re* 
dcmption  ;  the  Sabbath  is  a  day  of  reft,  becaufe  Chrid  reded 
from  his  great  wx)rk  of  redemption.  So,  Sir^,  if  ever  you 
have  been  partakers  of  his  refurredion,  you  have  been  made 
to  red  in  Chrid  ;  red  your  wearied,  burdened  fouls  in  him, 
upon  the  foundation  God  has  laid  in  Zion.  You  have  been 
wearying  yourfelves  in  the  greatnefs  of  your  way,  to  find  reft 
in  the  worjcs  of  the  laW,  and  other  lying  refuges,  and  could 
never  find  it;  but  whenever  God's  red  was  difcovered  unto 
you,  you  faid,  "  This  is  my  reft,  here  will  1  day,  for  I  do  like 
it  well."     Again, 

4.  You  know,  when  Chrid  rofe  from  the  dead,  he  left  hi? 
j;;rave-clothe5  behind  him.     Chrid,  when  be  came  out  of  the 
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'fXvrt^  he  left  his  ^ave-clothes  there,  bccaufe  he  was  never  W 
die  again  :  Lazariis,  when  he  was  raifed  from  the  dead,  and 
came  out  of  the  grave,  he  brought  his  grave-clothes  with  him, 
becaufe^hc  was  to  die  again.  So,  if  ye  be  partakers  of  Chrift's 
refurre^ion,  you  have  been  raifed  put  of  the  grave  of  fin,  and 
of  a  natural  ftate,  and  yoii  have  put  oJF  the  dead  garments,  and 
the  vile  clothing  of  fin,  you  have  been  rtiade  to  *'  deny  ail  ungod* 
linefs  and  worldly  lufts,  and  to  liv6  fobfcrly,  righteoufly,  and 
£odIy  in  this  prcfent  world.**  What  hate  I  to  do  any  mbvt  with 
idols  ?'*  is  the  language  of  the  foal  that  hath  the  Hfe  of  Chrift 
in  it.     Again, 

5.  When  Chrift  rofe  from  the  dead,  he  convcrfed  ho  more 
with  the  gracelefs  Jews  j  he  fpent  his  life  with  them,  ind  he 
never  owned  them  after.  But  perhaps  fome  may  a&  me, 
"Why  Chrift  did  notfhfewhimfelf  tbthe  Jewifli  fanhedrim  aftct 
his  refurreftion  ?  Why,  he  had*  giveh  them  a  fufficitnt  evi- 
dence of  his  divine  miflioh  in  his  \\h  ;  but  they  rejeAed  him, 
calling  him  ^*  a  devil,  and  a  wine-bibber,  a  frietid  of  publicans 
and  finners,'*  and  th^n  crucified  him  as  an  impoftor ;  and 
therefore,  when  he  rofe  again,  he  appeared  only  to  his  friends, 
■*  he  was  feen  of  five  hundred  of  them  at  once,'*  i  Cor.  i?.  6. 
So  thefe  that  are  partakers  of  Chrift*s  refurreftion,  they  will 
not  freouent  the  fociety  of  the  enfemies  of  Chrift,  a  wicked 
world,  out  will  keep  company  with  the  faints,  thefe  **  excel- 
lent ones  of  the  earth."  They  that  are  living,  do  not  defire  to 
converfe  with  the  dead  ;  fo  they  that  are  fpiritually  alive,  do 
not  love  to  converfe  with  them  that  are  fpiritually  dead,  unlcfs  it 
be  to  tell  them  their  hazard  and  danger,  to  flee  from  the  wrath 
20  come.  You  that  love  the  company  of  fweiarers  and  curfers, . 
and  cabals  of  wicked  and  profane  perfohs,  and  take  pleafore  in 
them,  ye  are  dead,  otherwife  ye  could  not  ftay  in  fuch  cora"* 
pany;  for  the  fociety  of  the  dead  is  a  nuifance  unto  the  living. 
Then, 

Laftly^  Chrift,  when  he  rofe  from  the  dead,  was,  I  fay,  on 
the  wing  to  afcend  unto  heaven  -,  fo  he  fays  to  Mary,  John 
XX.  17.  **  I  afcend  unto  my  Father  and  your  Father,  and  to 
my  (5od  and  your  God."  So  if  ye  be  rifen  with  Chrift,  ye  will 
not  be  going  down  the  wildernefs^  but  going  upward,  ye  will 
be  *^  fetting  your  afFedlions  on  things  above,  and  not  on  things 
on  the  earth." 

I  conclude  \vith  a  word  of  exhortation  to  dead  finners.  0 
dead  fmners !  will  you  come  to  Chrift,  fhe  nfurre^ion  and  the 
life !  If  we  be  dead,  may  you  fay,  to  what  purpofe  do  you 
fpeak  to  us  ?  can  the  dead  raife  themfelves  to  life  ?  I  anftver, 
There  is  a  difference  between  a  perfoVs  being  'morally  and  na- 
turally dead  5  if  ye  were  naturally  dead,  our  cortimifiion  were 
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done  with  you,  we  do  not  preach  the  gofpel  to  thofe  who  are 
naturally  dead  $  it  is  true  the  finner,  dead  in  fin,  is  as  much  unfit 
for  fplritual  a£tion,  as  the  man  diat  is  naturally  dead  is  in- 
capable of  a£lion  with  the  living.  Bqt  I  have  a  commifi^on  to 
you  from  God,  to  cry  to  the  dead  to  •*  hear,  that  their  fouls  may 
live,"  and  upon  hearing  they /&«//  live^  IL  1y»  3.  "  The  hour 
is  coming,  and  now  is  ({ays  Uhrift),  when  the  dead  (hall  hear 
the  voice  of  the  Spn  of  man,  and  (hall  live."  And  therefore  I 
caft  in  this  name  of  Chrift  among  you,  I  proclaim  that  he  is 
ih<  rrfarrediion  and  the  ijf^^  tha(  dead  finners  m^y  hear  and  live; 
for  in  hearing  of  it  by  faith,  you  ftiall  have  life;  for,  fays  Chrift^ 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  yerfe, "  He  that  belie veth  in  me,  though 
he  were  dead,  yet  (hall  he  live.''  But  I  go  no  further  at  prcfcnt. 
The  Liord  blefs  his  word. 


Jqhn  zi.  l^^^^Jefus  faith  unto  her^  I  am  thi  rtfurreQion^  afuf  thi 

lift. 

THE  SECOND  SERMON  ON  THIS  TEXT. 

I  MADE  an  entry  upon  thcfe  words  laft  night,  and  after  I 
had  divided  them  a  little,  I  began  to  fpeak  unto  the  title 
that  i$  here  given,  and  that  our  blefled  Lord  takes  to  himfelf, 
I  am  the  refurre^kn^  and  the  life.  And  in  difcourfing  on  it,  I 
piopofed, 

I.  In  the  firft  place,  to  inquire  what  may  be  imported  or  im- 
plied in  this  title  ? 

II.  To  whom  is  he  the  refurre£iion  ? 

III.  Of  what  is  he  the  refurredion  ? 

IV.  To  what  life  is  he  the  refurreftion  ? 

V.  What  way  comes  he  to  be  the  refurreftion  ?  and  why 
does  he  undertake  this  province  for  us  ?     And  then, 

VI.  i^/y.  To  apply  the  whole. 

1  only  fpoke  to  th^  firft  of  thefe,  and  made  fome  improve* 
ment. 

I  told,  I.  That  it  fuppvfes  and  iipplies,  that  mankind  are 
dead,  dead  in  lawj  condemned  already  by  chat  fenteuce, ''  The; 
ibul  that  finneth,  ihalldie )"  and  thi«  Ij^gal death  hath  brought 
on  fpiritual  death  qn  the  TquI  i  and  {pirity^  death  it  ufliers  in 
eternal  death,  cverlafting  deftrudion  from* the  prefence  of  the 
Lord.  My  friends,  I  would  have  you  to  believe  it  as  a  truth» 
that  you  are  all  dead  men  before  God  in  the  fird  Adam  ;  and  I 
am  afraid,  that  juft  where  you  ftand  at  prefen^  Uiere  is  dead 

upoa 


'5  7  a  Chrl/i  fhi  Itefurrenion^  and  the  life. 

upon  dead  ;  there  are  many  dead  people  lying  below  you,  tbcf 
dead  bodies  of  men  and  women  that  have  been  fwept  away 
into  the  grave,  where  their  fouls  arc  God  knows  j  but  I  fay, 
there  are  many  of  you  that  arc  fpiritually  dead  ;  and  re- 
member, Sirs,  that  you  who  are  fitting  there,  in  a  very  little, 
will  be  lying  as  low  as  your  anceftors  that  are  now  under 
your  feet,  **  one  generation  comes,  and  another  goes  }"  let  us 
Gonfider  where  all  our  fouls  will  be  throughout  eternity.    But 

2. 1  told,  that  this  title,  /  am  the  refurreBiortf  and  the  lifty  it 
implies,  that  Chrift  was  fent  into  this  world  to  give  life  unto 
the  dead ;  hence  he  declares,  '*  he  came  to  feek  and  to  favc  them 
which  were  loft.''     Again, 

3»  /  am  the  tefurreElioriy  and  the  life^  It  hnpKes,  that  Chrift, 
according  to  his  commiflion  from  the  Father,  hath  abrogated, 
or  abolifhed  the  hand-writing  or  fentence  of  death  that  was 
on  finners  of  Adam*s  family.  Nothing  could  be  done  for  our 
tefurrcftion  unto  life,  either  fpiritual  or  eternal,  until  the 
fentence  of  the  law  was  cancelled  ;  and  this  he  doth  by  nail- 
ing it  to  his  crofs,  he  tears  the  obligation,  deftroys  and  ^\U 
charges  the  debts  and  bands  thai  were  over  our  heads.  And 
then, 

4.  lam  the  refumBlony  and  the  Ufe^  it  plainly  impUes>  that 
the  life  that  was  loft  in  the  firft  Adam,  it  is  again  recovered 
by  Chrift  the  fecond  Adam.  O  this  is  glad  tidings  of  great 
joy.  *'  I  live  (fays  the  fecond  Adam),  and  becaufe  I  live,  yc 
ftall  live  alfo  :  As  in  Adam  air  (his  natural  pofterity)  **  died, 
fo  in  the  fecond  Adam  all"  (his  fpiritual  offspring)  *•  are  made 
alive.'*     And  then, 

5.  It  implies,  that  Chrift  himfelf  hath  furmountcd  and  van- 
quilhed  death  :  I  am  the  refurreEiiony  and  the  life  :  I  am  going 
down  to  the  grave,  and  I  will  there  fpoil  death  of  its  fting  and 
terror.  Accordingly  he  ranfomed  us  from  the  power  of  the 
grave,  and  he  rede*;med  us  from  the  power  of  death  ;  and 
fays,  "  O  death,  1  will  be  thy  plagues ;  O  grave,  I  will  be  thy 
dcllru6lionf.,  and  repentance  (hall  be  hid  from  mine  eyes:'*  I 
have  faid  it,  and  I  will  do  it,  and  I  will  never  rue  my  under- 
taking.    And  then, 

Lajilyy  It  implies,  that  the  life  of  the  whole  myftical  body 
lies  in  his  hand,  and  every  thing  that  pertains  unto  it :  **  Our 
life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God ;"  it  is  not  hid  in  Adam,  but  it 
is  hid  in  Chrift :  "  This  is  the  record  of  God,  that  he  hath  gi- 
ven to  us  eternal  life :  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son.'* 

IT.  But  now  I  proceed  to  tht  fecond  general  head  that  I  pnv 
pofcd  in  the  profccution  of  this  fubjeft,  and  that  was,  to  m- 
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quire  to  whom  or  of  whom  Chrtft  is  the  refurreilien  and  the  life? 
Unto  this  I  anfwer  m  the  following  five  or  fix  paniculars. 

1.  In  ihtfrft  place,  he  is  not  the  rcfurrcaion  and  the  life 
of  the  fallen  angels,  but  he  is  the  refurredion  and  the  life  of 
fallen  and  (lain  finners  of  Adam's  family  :  Heb*  ii.  i6.  *^  He 
took  not  on  bim  the  nature  of  angels ;  but  he  took  onihim  the 
feed  of  Abraham."  Sirs,  when  man  complied  with  the 
tempter  in  paradifci  and  eat  of  the  forbidden  fruit,  the  curfe 
and  wrath  of  God  was  about  to  fweep  Adam  and  all  his  pofte-^ 
rity  into  the  fame  ftate  of  condemnation  and  mifery  with  the 
angels^  that  fell.  But  what  method  does  God  take  to  prevent 
this  ?  Whji  he  joins  a  piece  of  the  human  nature  to  the  per- 
fon  of  his  eternal  Son,  and,  by  that  bit  of  the  human  nature, 
he  brings  back  fallen  man  from  ruin ;  this  is  what  is  intimate^ 
Johniii.i6.  "God  fo  loved  the  world,  thathe  gave  hisonlybegot- 
tcn  Son,  that  whofoever  believcth  in  htm,  fliould  not  pcrifti,  but 
have  everlafting  life."  He  gave  him  to  be  man,  and  he  gave 
him  to  die :  <*  He  fpared  not  his  own  Son,  bat  gave  him  unto 
the  death  for  us;''  he  gave  him  unto  the  world,  that  is  to  fay,  he 
gave  him  not  unto  angelkind,  but  unto  mankind  finners.  Sirs, 
here  is  matter  of  great  joy  and  triumph,  that  ChriH:  hath  taken 
hold  of  our  nature,  and  let  the  angelic  nature  drop,  at  leafl  an 
innumerable  multitude  of  them.     But  then, 

2.  Chrift  he  is  not  only  the  refurrcftlon  and  the  Irfe  of  the 
Jcwifh  nation,  but  of  the  Gentile  nations  that  were  afar  ofF.^ 
The  Jews  they  imagined  that  the  Meffiah  was  to  confine  his^ 
blefEngs  only  to  thehr  nation,  they  imagined  he  was  ta  be  their 
Saviour  and  their  Redeemer  only;  and  therefore  we  find,  after 
the  refurreftion  of  Chrift,  when  the  apoftles  began  to  preach 
to  the  Gentiles,  great  offence  was  taken  at  it  by  the  Jews. 
Chrift  •*  preached  unto  the  Gentiles,"  is  a  branch  of  the 
♦*  great  myftery  of  godlinefs."  Well,  Sirs,  Chrift  is  given  as 
the  refurreBion  and  the  life  to  the  Gentile  nations,  as  well  as  to 
the  Jews ;  there  is  a  prophecy  to  this  purpofe  in  the  prophe- 
cies of  Ifaiah,  chap.  xHx.  6.  fays  Jehovah,  in  the  perfon  of 
the  Father,  unto  our  Redeemer,  "  It  is  a  light  thing  that 
thou  fliouldft  be  my  fervant  to  raife  up  the  tribes  of  Jacob, 
and  to  reftore  the  preferved  of  Ifrael :  I  will  alfo  give  thee  for 
a  light  to  the  Gentiles,  that  thou  mayeft  be  my  fal\*ation  unto 
the  end  of  the  earth  ;**  that  is,  it  is  but  a  trifle  between  thee 
and  me  :  no,  "  I  will  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the  Gentiles," 
&c.  The  apoftle  John,  I  remember,  hath  a  word  that  points 
this  way  alfo,  in  his  firft  epiftle,  chap.  ii.  1.2.  "  If  any  man 
fin,  we  have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jefus  Chrift  the 
righteous :  and  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  fins:  and  not  for 
€ur  fins  ouly,  but  alfo  for  the  fins  of  the  whole  world  :"  not 
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for  us  that  arc  Jews  only,  but  for  th«  fioa  pf  the  poor  G«ntileft 
alfo ;  they  have  an  intercft  in  the  redemption  Aat  the  Sob  of 
God  hrith  purchafed.     Again> 

vt.  Chrift  is  the  refurre£Hon  of  aH  th^  churches^  he  is  the 
icfurrca.ipn  of  the  church,  both  cathqlic  and  particular  ;  therp 
had  never  been  a  church  i\\  Adam's  Um'^y^  if  he  had  not  ga« 
thered  it.     He  began  to  raife  ^  chuifch  in  p^i^adiA?^  and  tbo 
foundation  of  the  church  was  laid  in  the  fijft  proipife  ;  •*  The 
feed  of  the  woman  (ball  bvi^ife  the  head  of  the  ferpentJ'   The 
ohurch  is  God's  family  upon  cirth,  and  k  is  Chrift  that  builds 
the  family,  and  that  builds  the  houfe  of  naprcy  in  which  the 
family  doies  dwell.     He  received  furniture  from  his  Father  to 
build  a  new  family  among  the  tribes  of  Adam:  Pfal.lxviii.  i8, 
•*  When  he  afcended  up  on  high,  h*  U4  captivity  captive: 
he  received  gifts  for  men,  even  for  the  rebellious ;"  for  what 
end?  **  That  the  Lord  God  niight  dwell  afiH>Qg  us."  So  that  he  is 
the  Tcfurreftion  and  the  builder  of  th«  churches.  The  Jf  wUh 
church  it  received  its  very  beii?^  iropa  him,  and  be  raifed 
them  up  out  of  npthint^,  out  of  the  dMii^hill,  when  they  were 
among  tlie  Amorites  {kiidtheHittites*  why>  he  gathers  them^ 
as  in  Ezck,  xvi.  3 — 6,  **  Thiw  faith  the  liord  God  unto  Jew- 
falem,  Thy  birth  and  thy  nativity  is  qf  the  land  of  C^qaani 
thy  father  was  an  Amorite,  and  thy  mother  an  Hittite.     And 
as  for  thy  nativity  in  the, day  t^ipu  wail  born  (he  fpeaks  di- 
re£lly  to  the  Jewifli  chwjrch),  thy  n^'vtj  yvas  not  cut,  neither 
waft  thou  wafhcd  in  water  to  fupple  thee ;    thou  waft  not 
faltcd  at  all,  nor  fwaddled  at  all.    None  eye  pitied  thee,  to  do 
any  of  thefe  unto  thee,  to  have  comp;^ffion  upon  thee ;  but 
thou  waft  caft  out  in  the  open  field,  to  the  toathing  of  thy 
pterfon,  in  the  day  that  thou  waft  Uqvtn.     And  when  I  paflcd 
by  thee,  and  faw  thee  polluted  in  thine  own  blood,  I  faid  unto 
thee  when  thou  waft  in  thy  blood,  Live  :  yea,  1  faid  unto  thee 
when  thou  waft  in  thy  blood,  Live."     It  wa§  he  tliat  raifed 
them  up  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage,  as  he  tejjls  them  in 
the  preface  to  tli<e  ten  commandments ;  it  was  he  that  raifed 
them  out  of  Babylon;  it  was  juft  like  a  grave  to  them,  and  it 
fcemcd  as  impracticable  to  bring  them  back  to  their  awn  land 
again,  as  to  bring  up  one  lying  m  the  grave  to  life ;  y^t  the 
Lord  raifes    them  out    of   their  Babyloaifli  grave,  and    he 
plants  and  waters  them  there.     Again, 

4.  Chrift  is  the  refurre6\ion  and  the  life  of  every  finner  that 
belongs  unto  him,  in  a  day  of  converfion  and  regeneration : 
Eph.  ii.  t.  **  You  hath  he  quickened  who  were  dead  in  trcf. 
pafles  and  fins"  Sirs,  in  a  day  of  powcf*  the  Lord  he  comes 
unio  the  grave  wherein  we  lie  buried,  the  grave  of  fin  and 
mifcry,  juft  as  he  cam^  to  Laz:^ru$'s  grave,  and  he  fays.  Sin- 
ner, 
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ftcr,  comefirth^  and  imYtitftdiately  he  gets  life,  the  Spirit  of  Jc- 
fus  enters  into  him  ;  then  the  fettcts  of  ins  fpiwtuai  captmtjr 
dtop  &ff.     And  then, 

5.  jLfl/?/)?,Chrift  is  the  tefuTreftion  and  the  life  of  languiQi- 
ing  believers.  IVlnny  times  the  real  believer  that  is  iquidkencd 
by  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord,  ht  falls  back  in  a  f;reat  meafurc  into 
fpititttal  death,  unto  his  (bnie  and  feeling: ;  he  is  **  free  among 
the  dead,**  as  Heman  fays  of  himfclf,  Pfal.  Ix^xviii.  5. ;  that 
is  to  fay,  I  am  a  borgefe  among  the  generation  of  the  dead : 
*wy  life  is  gont,  «s  the  etmuch,  If.  Ivi.  3.  **•  Buhold,  I  am  a  dry 
tree,"  my  life  is  gone,  there  is  no  fnp  in  me,  there  is  no  lift 
in  'me.  Well,  I  am  ready  to  apprehend,  therrf  may  be  many 
of  thfe  Lord's  people  here,  and  up  and  down  the  land,  that 
have  this  complaint  in  their  mouth  ;  but  Chriit  is  ihe  refurrec* 
tkfi  and  tie  life,  he  lets  out  new  dreams  of  life  unto  languifh- 
itig  foals,  to  teftore  them  again,  as  David  f^ys,  Pfal.  xxiii.  3. 
•*  He  hath  reftored  my  foul  to  life  again.**  What  way  does  he 
that  ?  He  makes  the  dew  of  his  life-giving  Spirit  defccnd, 
artd  then  the  man  **  revives  as  the  corn,  grows  as  the  vine, 
ami  his  fcetit  is  as  the  wine  of  Lebanon."  And  thus  you  fee 
*n  anfwer  td  the  fecond  qufcftion,  Of  whom  isChrill  the  refur- 
Tcftion  and  the  life  ? 

ItL  I  proceed  now  to  the  f/jird  thing  I  propofed,  and  that 
was,  to  inquire  of  what  is  he  the  refurre&ion  and  the  life  ?  Unco 
this  1  anfwer  in  the  following  particulars, 

«.  Chrift  is  the  refurreSion  of  the  declarative  glory  of  God 
in  this  lower  world.  Sirs,  God's  declarative  glory  was  mar- 
ked by  man's  (in  :  his  eiTential  glory  cannot  be  marred  by 
men  nor  devils,  let  tiiem  do  their  utmoit  j  but,  I  fay,  his  de- 
clarative glory  Was  marred.  When  man  (inned,  he  threw 
off  God  -as  his  Sovereign  ;  he,  upon  the  matter,  faid,  with 
proud  Pharaoh,  *^  Who  is  the  Lord,  that  I  fliould  obey  him  ?'* 
He  fwore  allegiance  ur.^o  hell,  in  oppofirion  unto  God,  the 
glory  of  his  jufticc  and  holinefs,  and  all  his  perfe£tion§, 
•pamcularly  his  truth.  All  thefe  perfections  of  God  they 
were  fullicd  and  ftained,  there  was  a  blot  calt  upoo  them,  as 
far  as  man  was  able.  Well,  but  Chrift  came  to  wipe  away 
the  dull  that  was  cait  upon  t^iem  by  manj  and  accordingly 
he  raifes  them  umo  «  grearer  fplendour  than  if  man  had  not 
fmncd  ;  hence  he  is  called,  "  I'he  brightnefs  of  the  Father's 
glory,  and  the  exprefs  image  of  his  perfon. — Father  (fays  he),  T 
have  glorified  iheeon  tlie  earth :  I  have  fin' fhtd  the  work  which 
thou  gaveft  me  to  do.  And  therefore,  O  Father,  glorify  thou 
Rie  with  thine  own  fel'f,  with  the  glory  which  1  had  with  thee 
before  the  world  was."    But  then, 
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2.  Chrift  is  the  rcfurre£lion  of  the  holy  law  of  God.  The 
holy  law  of  God  was  violated,  broken,  and  trampled  under 
foot ;  man  he  had  broken  God's  bands,  and  caft  his  cords  from 
him  ;  the  authority  of  God^s  law  was  defpifed  and  difregard- 
cd  ;  but  God  will  not  let  his  law  lie  trampled  under  the  feet 
of  man.  Well,  Chrifl:  comes  and  repairs  the  honour  of  the 
law  more  than  if  it  had  never  been  broken,  that  it  might  not 
be  a  bar  upon  our  falvation  :  If.  xlii.  21.  "  He  will  magnify 
the  law,  and  make  it  honourable.^  Thus,  1  fay,  he  is  the  re« 
furredion  of  the  holy  law ;  he  vindicates  the  honour  of  the 
law^  and  puts  a  greater  ludre  and  beauty  upon  it,  than  if  man 
had  continued  in  his  primitive  integrity.  Tea,  greater  ho- 
nour is  done  tlie  law,  than  if  all  the  angels  in  heaven  had 
died  ;  for  though  all  the  angels  in  heaven  had  obeyed  its  pre- 
cepts, and  endured  its  penalty  in  our  room,  they  could  never 
have  done  fo  much  honour  to  it  as  Chrift  did>  becaufe  he  was 
the  great  Lawgiver,  and  was  not  a  debtor  to  it  like  other  men: 
Gal.  iv.  4.  "  When  the  fulnefs  of  the  time  was  come,  God 
fent  forth  his  Son,  made  of  a  woman,  made  under  the  law.*' 
Here  is  a  wonder,  a  wonder  that  will  be  matter  of  aftonilhment 
to  all  eternity,  that  he  who  gave  the  law  was  made  under  the 
law,  to  redeem  us  that  were  under  it.  So  he  is  the  refurrec- 
tion  of  the  law :  **  What  the  law  could  not  do,  in  that  it  was 
xvciik  through  the  flcfli,  God  fending  his  own  Son,  in  the  like- 
iiefs  of  finful  fleOi,  and  for  fin  condemned  fin  in  the  flcfh,*' 
Kom.  viii.  3.     But  then  again, 

3.  In  the  third  phccy  Chrifl:  is  the  refurreflion  of  the  pri- 
mitive integrity,  purity,  and  beauty,  of  the  human  nature, 
iiirs,  the  nature  of  man  it  was  marred,  the  beauty  of  it  was 
fullied  by  the  fall  j  yea,  the  nature  of  man  was  fo  polluted, 
and  fo  ugly,  by  the  fall,  that  it  was  funk,  as  it  were,  below 
the  very  inferior  creatures;  but  Chrifl  is  the  refurreftion  of  the 
human  nature.  By  uniting  our  nature  to  himfclf,  he  raifes  it 
unto  a  higher  degree  of  honour  than. ever  it  had  when  it  flood 
in  the  fird  Adam.  Yea,  Sirs,  the  nature  of  man  it  is  advanced 
unto  a  greater  honour,  by  being  united  to  the  Son  of  God, 
than  ever  was  put  upon  the  angelic  nature.  The  angelic  na- 
ture was  never  brought  lb  near  to  God  as  the  human  nature  j 
the  angels  they  are  nigh  his  face,  and  happy  in  the  enjoyment 
of  God  :  but  there  are  none  of  the  angels  that  are  united  to 
any  of  the  perfons  of  the  IVinity.  The  nature  of  man  is  fo 
clofcly  united  to  the  pcrfon  of  the  Son,  as  that  it  becomes  one 
perfon  with  him.  O  come  fee  what  God  hath  wrought,  to 
what  God  hath  advanced  us  :  "  For  unto  which  of  the  an- 
gels faid  he  at  any  time,  Thou  art  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  be- 
gotten thee  ?"     Chrifl  is  called  **  the  glory  of  his  people  If- 
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racl,**  and  all  his. people  ate  called  to  glory  in  hxTfi ;  and  well 
hia^r  they,  for  he  ie  theX)rnament  of  the  family,  he  is  the  cre- 
dit of  the  family.  The  crown  fell  from  our  heads  when  '^e 
finned  againft  God.  Well,  but  by  the  incarnation  of  the  Son 
of  Godj  the  crown  is  fet  upon  the  head  of  the  human  nature  j 
and  whenever  wdook  to  Chrift,  we  (hould  call  him  our  crown, 
Dur  ornament,  our  honour,  and  our  beauty.  Sirs,  when 
people  have  a  great  man  for  their  relation,  they  arc  very  ready 
to  tell  ir.  Such  a  great  man  is  my  friend  5  but  let  not  your 
tyoafting  be  in  human  things,  but  let  your  boafting  be,  that 
your  vfery  nature  is  joined  unto  the  perfon  of  his  eternal  Son. 
I  Wifh  I  could  bt!  inllrumental  to  bring  people  to  right  notions 
of  the  perfon  of  Chrift  \  ignorance  of  Chrift's  perfon  is  the 
lofsof  all.  What  h,Chriii,  but  God  wearing  man's  nature, 
coming,  and  dying,  and  rlHng  again,  and  afcending  up  into 
heaven,  and  wearing  our  nature  for  ever,  as  a  pledge  of  his 
ibve  to  us  ?  God  in  our  nature  is  a  God  to  be  believed  in,  to 
l>e  trufted  in,  and  rejoiced  in.  Is  not  this  God  an  objedt  of 
the  higheft  delight,  triumph,  and  obedience  }  So  then,  I  Tay, 
he  is  the  refurredUon  of  the  human  nature.  But  then  again, 

4.  Chrift  is  the'refurreftion  of  our  knowledge  of  God,  and 
acquaintance  with  God.  Sirs,  immediately  upon  the  fall  of 
man,  he  fell  out  of  acquaintance  with  God,  and  lod  all  faving 
views  of  God  :  it  was  the  happinefs  of  man  before  the  fall,  he 
faw  God's  glory  in  the  whole  creation  around  him,  and  he 
never  looked  upon  a  creature  in  it,  but  he  faw  the  glory  of 
Ood  fparkling  in  that  creature  ;  but  when  we  fell,  Satan  he 
juft  did  with  us  as  the  Philiftines  did  with  Samfon,  he  put  out 
our  eyes.  Man  by  nature  is  born  blind,  but  Chriil  is  the  re- 
covery of  our  fight ;  Chrift  came  to  bring  light  and  fight  to- 
gether to  us.  Chrift  is  calle4  "  the  Sun  of  righteoufncTs,  the 
bright  and  morning  Star  ;'*  Why  ?  Becaufe  he  biings  the 
knowledge  of  God  back  to  the  fallen  tribe  of  Adam.  He 
came  to  difcover  the  glory  of  his  Fath.er  unto  the  world  :  John 
i.  18.  **  No  man  hath  fcen  God  at  any  time  •,  the  only  begotten 
"Son,  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father,  he  hath  declared 
Mm."  And,  Sirs,  it  is  juft  the  beginnings  of  evsrlafting  life 
in  the  foul,  when  the  loul  begins  to  know  a  God  in  Chrift, 
and  takes  up  that  difcovery  of  God  in  the  word :  John  xvii.  3. 
^*  And  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might  know  thee  the  only 
true  God,  and  Jefus  Chrift  whom  thou  haft  fent."  He  is  the 
jefurrc«9.ion  of  our  knowledge,  that  we  loft  in  the  fiift  Adam. 
Again, 

5.  In  ih^  fifth  place,  Chrift  is  the  rcfurreftion  of  our  righte- 
oninels,  and  of  our  juftification  and  acceptance  before  God. 
'Immediately  upon  the  fall  of  Adam,  he  loit  his  original  rightcv- 
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Oufnefs ;  and  righteoufnefs  was  quite  out  of  Adam's  familfi 
there  is  none  righttoui  in  the  eAtth,  mo  mi  one ;  but  he  is  the 
Tightcotifnefr  of  it.  We  are  told,  Dan.  ix.  he  *'  brings  in  an 
everlafting  righteoufnefs  :'^  notice  tlie  expre(&on,  he  brings  itins 
it  was  out  of  Adam^s  family,  out  of  the  earth,  and.Chrift  brings 
it  in,  and  he  doles  it  by  his  obedience  unto  the  death  i  hence 
•  is  that  bieflf  d  name  he  bears,  Jer.  zxiit.  6.  '*  In  his  days  Ju- 
dah  fliall  be  faTed*  and  Ifrael  fliall  dwell  fafely  :  and  this  is  his 
name  whereby  he  fliall  be  called,  Jehovah-Tsidkenu,"  tha^ 
is,  *'  the  Jjord  our  righteoufnefs." — Surely,  fliall  one  fay,  ia 
the  Lord  have  I  rig^teoufnefs :"  notice,  it  is  in  tie  Lordi  it  is 
aot  in  ourfdves,  but  in  the  jLord.  He  is  *'  the  end  of  the 
law  for  righteoufnefe  to  every  one  that  believeth."  And, 
2  Cor.  V.  ult.  *<  He  hath  made  him  to  be  fin  for  tis,  who  knew 
no  (in  ;  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteoafttefa  of  Gkid  in 
him."  Does  not  that  fay,  he  is  the  refurreAion  axsd  tbe  life 
of  our  righteoufnefs  and  acceptance  before  that  infinite  Lord, 
that  had  paiTed  the  fentence  of  cotniemnation  upon  us,  for  our 
unrighteoufnefs  ?  O  Sirs !  tike  care  that  you  be  under  that 
covering  of  Chrift's  righteoufnefs ;  you  that  atv  going  to  a 
comrhunion-tafak,  ye  had  need  to  wrap  your  fouU  in  that 
garb,  for  there  is  no  ftandieg  before  God  without  it.    Bat 

6.  He  is  the  refurre£tion  of  our  holinefe.  That  was  ano- 
ther part  of  God's  image  we  loft  ;  for  you  know  it  coniifts  in 
kfiowkdge,  righteoufnefs,  and  holinefs.  Immediately  after 
snan'sfiD,  he  fell  among  thepots,  and  became  black  like  an  Ethio- 
pian, and  fpotteri  like  a  leopard.  Well,  Chrilt  comes^  and  be 
begins  his  work  of  hoKnefs  here,  and  perfc£ls  it  at  -death ; 
hence  we  are  told,  he  is  "  made  of  God  unto  us  fan£lifica* 
tion/'  I  do  not  underftand  that  holinefs  that  is  without 
Qirlft ;  fome  pretend  to  make  thcmfe^ves  holy  by  their  own 
power,  they  put  Heathenifli  morality  in  the  room  of  gofpcl- 
holinefs  :  but  t5iat  is  not  holinefs  ;  "  for  (fays  Chrift)  without 
me  ye  can  do  nothing ;"  you  cannot  bring  forth  the  fruits  of  ho- 
linefs, unlefs  ye  be  joined  unto  the  Lord,  ye  cannot  be  holy ; 
it  ib  the  beauty  of  the  Lord  upon  his  people  that  makes  them 
Jioly.  Therefore,  he  is  the  refurreftion  of  our  holinefs,  if 
ever  we  were  made  holy.     Again^ 

7.  In  the  fovefUh  place,  Chrift  is  the  refurre^lion  of  oar 
peace  with  God.  By  the  entry  of  fin  our  peace  with  God 
was  broken,  and  n\an  became  an  enemy  to  God,  and  cv'er 
fince  is  filled  with  enmity  againft  God ;  and  God  becomes  an 
enemy  to  man,  for  "  he  is  angry  with  the  wicked  every  day." 
Well,  Chrift  came  to  recover  the  ancient  friendfhip  Between 
God  and  man,  and  by  him  it  is  effe^uaUy  done  \  for  **  he  makes 

peace 
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prace  by  thfe  blood  of  bis  crofs,**  by  the  fatisf^£lion  of  jufticc, 
and  aboiiihing  the  penalty  of  the  law ;  and  the  peace  he  makes 
between  God  and  the  foul,  it  is  a  lafting  peace,  becaufe  it 
-  ftands  on  a  lafting  foundation.  There  are  fome  that  make  a 
mighty  cry  for  peace,  peace  ;  O  let  us  have  peace  at  any  rate,- 
though  it  (hould  h€  at  the  expence  of  truth,  though  the 
truth  (hould  fuffer  by  it :  but  it  is  fotly  for  any  to  think,  that 
peace  cAn  bc>  without  it  ftand  upon  righteoufncfs  and  truth ; 
no,  the  peace  that  Chrift  hath  raifed  up,  it  ftands  upon  the 
folid  bottom  of  a  law- magnifying  righteoufncfs.  He  is  the 
refurrcdtion  of  our  peace.     And  then, 

8.  He  is  the  refurreftion,  not  only  of  peace  and  friendOiip, 
but  of  fellowfliip  and  comrnunion  between  God  and  man. 
When  man  finned,  you  know,  he  was  baniflied  by  God,  he 
was  turned  out  of  paradife,  and  the  cherubims  fet  to  guard 
the  way  to  the  tree  of  life ;  there  was  no  acccfs  for  man  to 
Grod,  and  God  would  have  no  correfpondence  with  him  ;  and 
what  cprrefpondence  can  there  be  between  heaven  and  hell, 
•  eutltinefs  and  righteoufncfs  ?    Well,  Chrift  he  recovers  thisf 
ror  he  himfelf  is  the  way  to  it ;  for  he  tells  us,  John  xiv.  6. 
"  I  am  the  way,  and  the  truth,  and  the  life :  no  man  cometh 
unto  the  Father  but  by  me."     And  John  x.  9.  "  I  am  the 
doors  by  me  if  any  man  enter  in,  he  (hall  be  faved,  and  (hall 
go  in  and  out,  and  find  pafture ;"  that  is  to  fay,  they  (hal)  have 
free  accefs  to  God,  and  his  foul  (liall  be  filled  with  the  fatnefs 
of  my  houfe  of  mercy.  Sirs,  there  arc  a  good  many  of  you  de- 
figning  for  a  communion-table,  fee  that  you  go  in  by  the  right 
door :  it  is  eafy  to  get  man's  door,  to  get  a  token  from  men  ; 
but,  depend  upon  it,  ye  will  infallibly  eat  and  drink  damnation 
to  your  own  fouls,  if  you  do  not  enter  by  the  door  of  Chrift 
'  Jefus  *,  it  is  impo(fible  that  we  can  take  up  the  human  nature 
as  the  medium  of  communication  to  the  divine  nature,  unlt(3 
we  fee  light  in  th^  Lord's  light ;  however,  it  is  in  this  way  that 
we  come  to  have  communion  and  fellow(hip  with  God.     He  is 
rhe  refurreftion  of  our  fellowfhip  and  communion  with  God ; 
^*  Chrift  hath  once  fufFered  for  fins,  the  juft  for  the  unjuft,  that 
he  might  bring  us  to  God,"  i  Pet.  iii.  1 8.  Chrift  is  Cod's  way 
to  us,  and  our  way  to  God.     Again, 

9.  Chrift  is  the  refurreftion  of  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit. 
Adam,  he  loft  his  faith,  he  loft  his  love,  he  loft  his  hoptf^,  he 
loft  his  repentance,  and  he  loft  his  obedietice  by  the  fall.  But 
now,  Chrift' is  the  refurredion  of  every  one  or  thefe. — He  is 
the  refurrcftion  of  our  faith,  truft,  and  confidence  in  God, 
as  a  rbconcikd  God  in  Chrift.  He  reveals  himfelf  to  us  to 
bc^a  God  of  love ;  whenever  the  man  fees  this,  it  bagets  in 
him  faith  towards  God ;  Pfah  xxxvi.  7.  **  How  excellent  is  thy 
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loving-kindnefs,  O  God!  therefore  the  fon^  of  Men  put  their- 
truft  unU-ir  the  fhadow  of  thy  wings."  "  Chrift,  ia  called  "  the 
author  and  finiiher  of  faith."  Sirs,  if  ever  you  got  faith, 
it  was  juft  Chrill  th;U,  by  his  word  and  Spirit,  begot  it  in  you: 
**  ]3y  grace  are  \e  faved,  through  faith  ;  and  that  not  of  your-- 
felves  ;  it  is  the  gift  of  God  :  not  of  works,  left  any  man  (hould 
boaft."  Then  he  is  the  refurreftion,  not  only  of  our  faith,  but 
of  our  love.  Have  ye  any  fpark  of  love  to  Father^  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghoft  ?  Why,  that  fpark  of  ccleftial  fire  comes  from 
the  heart  of  Chrift  j  the  Spirit  takes  the  things  of  Chrift,  and 
Ihews  them  unto  us  ;  he  takes  a  coal  of  love  from  the  heart  of 
Chrift,  and  throws  it  into  our  hearts,  and  kindles  it,  and  when 
he  hath  kindled  it,  he  prefcrves  it  by  the  continual  breathings 
of  the  wind  of  his  Spirit  upon  it:  ^*  He  will  not  break  the 
bruifed  reed,  nor  quench  the  fmokiog  fl^,  until  he  hath 
brought  forth  judgement  unto  truth."*— Then  he  is  the  rcfur*. 
reflion  of  our  hope  in  God  ;  "  he  died  an4  roffi  again,  that 
our  faith  and  hope  might  be  in  God."  Says  th^  appftle  Peter 
(fpcaking  of  the  refarredtion  of  our  hope),  "  Biefled  be  the 
<5od  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  which^  according  to 
his  abundant  mercy,  hath  begoiten  u$  again  unto  a  lively 
hope,  by  the  re  fur  region  of  Jefua  Chrift  from  the  dead,'* 
I  Pet.  i.  3.  Immediately  upon  the  fall  of  Adam,  he  loft  his, 
hope  i  tl^refore  it  was  he  fled  into  the  thickets  of  paradifc, 
for  God  W2ts  a  terror  unto  him.  When  the  {inner  is  out  of 
Chrift,  if  he  faw  his  cafe,  he  would  be  a  **  Magor-Miflabib, 
a  terror  to  himfclf,  and  all  about  him,"  Jer.  xx.  3.  "  But 
thoufaidft,  There  is  no  hope.  No,  for  I  have  loved  ftrangers,  and 
after  them  will  I  go."  But  whenever  a  finner  is  begotten 
again,  he  is  begotten  to  a  lively  hope  \  he  complies  with  that 
command,  "Let  Ifrael  hope  in  the  Lord."  He  is  the  refur- 
redlion  of  our  hope.  And  then  he  is  the  refurrec^ion  of  our 
repentance,  and  remifiion  of  fins  :  "  Him  hath  God  exalted 
with  his  right  hand  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  for  to  give 
repentance  to  Ifraelj  and  forgivenefs  of  fins."  And  he  ia 
the  rcfurrcdlion  of  our  new  obedience.  Man,  upon  the  fall, 
as  I  was  hinting  already,  he  threw  off  his  obedience  to  God  j  but 
Chrift,  he  brings  him  back  again,  he  writes  his  law  upon  hi^ 
heart,  and  "  cauics  him  to  walk  in  his-ftatuteSji  and  keep  his 
judgements,  and  do  them,*'  ^izek.  xxxvi.  27.  Chrift  is  the 
commander  of  our  obedience ;  the  law  is  delivered  unto  us  in 
the  hand  of  a  Mediator  ;  we  **  are  not  without  law  to  God, 
but  under  the  law  to  Chrift,"  i  Cor.  ix.  21.  Becaufe  the 
law  is  in  the  hand  of  Chnft,  therefore  the  law  is  called  his  law 
and  his  commandment ;  it  was  he  that  was  in  the  midft  of  the 
angels  when  the  law  was  delivered.     Then  he  is  not  only  the 

commander 
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commander  of  our  obedience,  but  the  pattern  of  It;  he  not 
only  gives  the  law^  but  cafls  a  copy  of  new  obedience  to  us ; 
he  fulfils  it,  to  bring  in  evcrlafting  righteoufnefs  for  our  jufli- 
fication  ;  and  he  obeys  it  as  a  rule,  that  fo  we  may  be  cncou- . 
raged  to  walk  after  his  example  :  "  Learn  of  me  (fays  Chrift), 
for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  \  take  my  yoke  upon  you  ;*'  that  is  to 
fay,  the  yoke  of  my  law  :  a  yoke  that  was  never  worn  is  ready  ^ 
to  gall  the  necks  of  beads;  but  Chriit  wore  this  yoke,  and 
made  it  eafy  to  us,  fulfilling  it  as  a  covenant,  and  obeying  it 
as  anrule,  and  as  our  pattern.  And  then  it  is  in  him  that  all 
our  obedience  is  accepted  of  the  Lord,  Ye  muft  not  think 
any  thing  is  accepted  as  it  conies  from  you.,  or  done  by  you  \ 
no,  our  perfons  are  accepted  in  him,  and  our  obedience  is  re-- 
warded  in  him  ;  our  obedience,  as  it  is  a  fruit  of  his  own  Spi- 
rit, and  of  his  love  and  fatisfa£lion,  it  is  accepted  and  reward- 
ed of  the  Lord.  It  is  a  remarkable  expreiDon  you  have,  i  Cor. 
i^T-  ult.  "  Be  ye  ft^ adfaft  and  unmovcablc,  always  abounding  in 
the  work  of  the  Lord^  forafmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour 
is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord.'*  There  is  a  little  word,  that  is  little 
looked  to,  hat' the  very  hinge  of  religion  lies  in  it;  Are  ye 
y  in  the  Lord"  when  ye  obey  ?  Are  ye  "  in  him  as  the  true 
Qod,  and  eternal  life  r*  Does  all  your  obedience  flow  from 
being  in  hinri  ?  Is  all  your  ftrength  and  hoiinefs  derived  from 
him  ?  When  you  look  for  a  reward  of  your  obedience  as  done 
in  your  own  perfons,  you  juit  run  back  to  the  covenant  of 
works,  and  quit  the  covenant  of  grace  ;  but,  depend  upon  it, 
it  will  never  be  rewarded  in  yourfelves,  but  in  the  Lord,  in 
the  Redeemer.  Take  care  then,  and  fee  that  ye  be  in  him, 
or  clfe  you  and  your  obedience  will  be  found  (lark  naught  in 
the  end  of  the  day, 

I  might  tell  you,  that  Chrifl  is  the  rcfurre£lion  both  of  foul^ 
and  body. — He  is  the  refurreftion  of  the  foul,  that  noble  part 
of  man  :  "  The  redemption  of  the  foul  is  precious,  and  it  cea- 
feth  for  ever,'^  as  to  any  ranfom  man  could  give  for  his  foul,' 
Pfal.  xlix.  8.  O  Sirs  !  Chrift  is  the  refurredtion  of  the  foul, 
becaufe  he  is  the  Redeemer  of  the  foul ;  and  he  hath  redeemed 
it  by  a  great  ranfom  :  "  We  are  not  redeemed  with  corruptible 
things,  as  frlvcr  and  gold ;  but  with  the  precious  blood  of 
Chrift,  as  of  a  lamb  without  blemifh  and  without  fpot.  And 
then  he  is  not  only  the  refurrcftion  of  the  foul,  by  paying  a 
price  for  it,  but  by  application  of  that  price  in  a  day  ot  power  : 
why,  we  are  raifed  up  by  virtue  of  his  refurre<Slion  ;  when  our 
fouls  are  raifed  up  to  a  life  of  fellowfhip  and  communion  with 
God,  it  is  the  fpirit  of  Chrift  that  does  it.  Then  he  is  not  only 
the  refurre£lion  of  the  foul,  but  alfo  of  the  body.  There  is  a 
YTord  you  have  to  this  purpofe,  If,  xxvi.  19.  *•  Tliy  dead  men 
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fball  lire,  together  with  rrty  dead  body  (hall  they  arifc :  avake 
and  fing,  ye  that  dwell  in  the  duft :  for  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew 
of  herl^  and  the  earth  (hall  caft  out  the  dead.''  Sirs,  they  that 
dieinjjcfus,  and  fleepinjefus,  theyarefaidtabe^//</^£7//.  Thy  dead 
men Jball  live  ;  they  are  his  dead  hody^  yet  they  (hall  artfeandjingj 
they  that  dwell  in  the  dufi.  What  way  is  it  he  will  bring  them 
up  from  the  erave  i  Whenever  he  comes  from  heaven,  he  will 
let  down  hia  dew,  then  they  will  fpring  up  as  flowers  in  the 
fpring ;  '^  for  thy  dew  is  as  the  dew  of  herbs,  and  the  earth 
(hall  caft  out  the  dead.''  It  has  fometimes  been  pleafant  to 
me,  to  think  of  the  difference  between  the  refurre£lion  of  the 
godly  and  the  wicked.  The  wicked  will  be  raifed  by  a  word 
of  power :  they  have  no  connexion  with  Chrift,  they  are  the 
devil's  prifoners  in  the  grave  ;  and  the  devil,  as  God's  execu- 
tioner, drag4  their  fouls  immediately  to  hell^  but  the  faints, 
when  they  die,  they  do  not  die  in  confequence  of  the  penalty 
of  the  law,  but  becaufe  it  is  the  pleafure  of  their  glorious 
Head,  that  fo  he  may  bring  them  through  death,  the  road  be 
travelled  before  them,  to  the  immediate  enjoyment  of  himfelf  s 
be  lets  them  drop  for  a  while  into  the  grave ;  but  at  the  refur- 
re£tion,  the  dew  of  his  Spirit  will  fall  upon  them  like  a  warm 
ihower,  and  then  they  will  fpring  up  like  the  corn  after  a  warm 
ihower ;  then  they  mall  (ing  in  that  day,  *'  Lo,  this  is  our 
God,  we  have  waited  for  him,  and  he  will  fave  us :  this  is  the 
Lord,  we  have  waited  for  him,  we  will  be  glad  and  rejoice  in 
his  falvation,*'  If.  xxv.  9.  I  (hall  only  add  to  this,'  that  the 
very  fame  Spirit  of  Chrift  that  quickened  thee  at  converfion,  he 
will  quicken  thee  at  the  laft  day.  I  will  give  you  a  word  for 
this,  which  you  have  in  Rom.  viii.  11."  But  if  the  Spirit  of 
him  that  raifed  up  Jefus  from  the  dead,  dwell  in  you  f  he  that 
raifed  up  Chrift  from  the  dead,  (hall  alfo  quicken  your  mortal 
bodies,  by  his  Spirit  that  dwcUeth  in  you."  Your  mortal  bo- 
dies (hall  be  quickened  by  that  felf-fame  Spirit  that  quickened 
you  in  converfion,  and  holds  you  in  life,  and  keeps  you  from 
returning  to  the  generation  of  the  dead.  And  thus  much  (hail 
fcrve  for  the  third  head,  of  what  Chrift  is  the  refurrcftion  ? 

IV.  The  next  thing  was,  to  inquire  unto  what  fort  of  life  art 
we  raifed  by  him^  who  is  the  refurreflion  and  the  life  ?  But  I 
choofc  to  forbear  this  at  prefent,  and  give  way  to  another  fpcak- 
cr.  However,  I  may  have  occafion  to  fpeak  upon  it  at  great- 
er length,  ere  this  folemnity  be  over.  The  Lord  blefs  his 
word. 

■    Jqhn 


(    S83    ) 


Jqhn  xi«  l^.^^Jefus  faid  unto  htr^  lam  the  refurreSlion^  and  thf 

bfe. 

THE  THIHD    SERMdN   ON   THI     TEXT. 

OTHAT  thcfe  word«  may  be  fpoken  cffeflualljr  and  cffi- 
cacioufly  unto  all  this  company  this  day  !  O  that  they 
may  come  to  every  foul,  unto  every  individual  perfon  here,  hj 
the  powerful  energy  of  hisSpirit,  and  fay,  lam  the  refurreQ'ton^ 
and  the  life  I  There  is  life  in  the  Son  as  the  fecond  Adam,  to 
quicken  the  flain  family  of  the  firft  Adam,  "  The  flain  of  the 
Lord  are  many  in  the  valley  of  viGon,"  many  dry  bones  lying 
fcattered  about  the  grave's  devouring  mouth.  Well|  Sirs,  I 
come  to  make  a  proclamation  of  life  unto  the  dead,  in  die 
name. of  him  who  is  the  life^  in  the  name  of  him  who  is  the  re* 
furreStion  and  the  life ;  his  words,  "  they  are  fpirit  and  tliey  arc 
life ;"  and  there  is  fpirit  and  life  in  him,  to  quicken  all  this 
company.  O  hear,  hear,  hear  the  word  of  God,  and  your 
fouls  fhall  live  ;  hear  this  word,  and  life  (hall  enter  in  with  it. 
The  text  \xi6i  was  the  dodrine.  The  method  I  propofed 
was, 

I.  In  ^t  firfi  place,  to  inquire  what  may  be  imported  ki 
tUs  amiable,  this  defirable  title  ihat  dirift  takes  to  himfelf^ 
the  refurreRion  and  the  life? 

II.  Of  whom  is  he  the  refurreOipn  and  the  life  ? 
lil.  Of  what  is  he  the  refiirre6lion  and  the  Ufe  ? 

IV.  To  what  fort  of  life  is  he  the  refurrefilion  ? 

V.  How  comes  this  about,  or  by  what  means  is  this  ofFefted, 
that  he  is  the  refurredlion  and  the  life  to  us  ? 

VI.  Why  is  he  the  rcfurrediion  and  the  life  ?     And  then, 

VII.  JL^//j.  Apply. . 

As  to  ih^fr/i  of  thefe,  I  ^oke  to  it  uponSaturday  even- 
ing. I  touched  a  little  on  ^t,  fecond  and  ry^/W  heads  yefter- 
day.  I  (hewed  to  whom  Chrift  is  the  refurre£lion  and  the 
life.  To  this  I  anfwcrcd, .( i.)  That  he  is  not  the  r^furreftion 
and  the  life  to  fallen  angtls ;  but  he  is  the  refurredtion  and 
the  life  to  fallen  man.  (2.)  He  is  not  the  refurredlion  of 
the  Jews  only,  but  the  refurre£iipn  of  the  Gentiks  alio,  that 
were  afar  off.  Says  the  Father  to  Chrift,  "  It  is  but  a  light 
thing  that  tiiou  (houldft  be  my  fervant  to  Vaifc  up  the  tribes 
of  Jacob,  and  to  reftore  the  prefcrved  of  Ifrael:"  but  he  •*  gave 
him  alfo  to  be  a  light  to  enlighten  the  Gentiles,''  to  us  poor 

Gentilea 
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Gentiles  that  lay  in  darknefs  many  thoufands  of  years.  AnA 
then,  (3.)  Chrift  is  rfie  refurrcdlion  of  churches.  (4.)  He  is 
the  refurred^ion  of  every  individual  finner  in  the  day  of  con- 
verfion  and  believing; .  And  then,  laftly^  Chrift  is  the  refur* 
re6lion  of  languifhing  fiiinis  and  believers. 

The  third  general  head  I  touched  was,  Of  what  is  he  the 
refurre^lliion  ?  To  this  I  anfwered  in  a  good  many  particulars* 
i/?,  He  is  the  rcfurreftion  of  God's  declarative  glory  in  this 
lower  wgrld.  His  glory  was  obfcured  by  the  fm  of  man,  un- 
til Chrift  illuminated  the  divine  perfeftions  to  greater  advanr 
tage  thnn  tf}ey  were  before  •,  they  were  darkened  by  the  fin  of 
man.— He  is  the  refurredtion  of  the  holy  law  that  Wsts  biokeri 
all  to  pieces,  as  it  were  ;  for  **  he  magnifies  the  law,  and  makes 
It  honourable  j"  and  the  Lord  is  fo  well  pleafed  with  his  obe- 
dience to  the  law,  that  he  proclaims  himfelf  to  be  a  reconciled 
God  in  him. — Again,  he  is  the  rcfurredion  of  the  human  na- 
ture that  was  funk  below  its  original  excellency.  The  crown 
fell  from  our  heads  in  the  firft  Adani,  but  O  it  is  fet  up  again 
on  ouY  heads  in  the  fecond  Adam;  he  himfelf  is  the  crowii 
bn  our  head,  he  is  th^  ornament  of  the  human  nature.— 
Again,  he  is  the  refurrediion  of  all  faving  difcoverles  of  God. 
None  had  known  God  afrer  the  fall,  if  *<  the  only  begotten 
Son,  which  is  in  the  bofom  of  the  Father,'*  had  not  revealed 
him. — He  is  the  refunei^ion  of  our  righteoufnefs.  We  loft  our 
original  righteoufnefs  in  Adam  ;  but  he  brings  it  in  again  into 
the  world,  he  "  brings  in  an  everlafting  righteoufnefs."  The 
righteoufnefs  of  the  firlt  Adam  was  but  (hort-lived,  but  the 
righteoufnefs  of  the  fecond  Adam  is  everlafting;  it  will  never 
fail. — He  is  the  refurredion  of  our  fonfhip.  Adam  was  de- 
clared to  be  the  fon  of  God  at  his  creation,  but  he  loft  it  to 
himfelf  and  us  j  but  the  fecond  Adam  brings  us  back  again  to 
God's  family,  we  have  faith  throuj^h  him,  we  have  adoption 
through  him,  we  have  f.indlificatign  through  him ;  he  is  the 
rcfurreclion  of  our  fmc^itlcation,  dnd  if  ever  you  were  made 
holy,  it  '^s  the  Son  of  God  that  hnth  made  you  fo  by  his  Spi- 
rit.— He  is  the  refurre(!tion  of  our  peace  ;  he  made  rtconcilia- 
tion  for  our  iniquities  by  his  blood. — He  is  the  refurre£licn  of 
corrcfpondence  between  God  and  us.  All  correfpondencc 
between  God  and  us  was  broken  up  by  the  fall ;  but  Chrift 
brings  us  again  into  the  prefence  of  God,  wc  have  '*  ftllow- 
il,ip  with  the  Father,  and  with  his  Soij  Jefus  Chrift." — He  is 
the  refurreftion  of  all  the  graces  of  the  Spirit  in  the  foul.  He 
15  the  refurrc£lion  of  our  faith  ;  he  is  the  author  ar.d  finiflicr 
of  that.  He  is  the  rcfurredion,  of  our  love  ;  for  wc  had  ne- 
ver loved  him,  nor  any  of  Adam's  family,  if  he  had  not  firft 
loved  us.  He  is  the  refurrcclion  of  our  hope  :  "  Wc  are  bc- 
%  gotten 
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gotten  again  (faith  the  apoillc  Peter)  unto  a  lively  hope,  by 
the  rcfurreAion  of  Jcfus  Chrift  from  the  dead."  He  is  the 
refurreSion  of  our  repentance ;  for  "  him  hath  God  exalted 
with  his  right  hand  to  be  a  Prince  and  a  Saviour  for  to  give 
repentance  to  Ifrael,  and  forgiven:! fs  of  fins."  He  is  the  rcfur-  . 
rc£lion  of  our  obedience  unto  God ;  he  is  the  commander  of 
our  obedience,  he  is  the  pattern  of  our  obedience,  he  is  the 
ftrength  of  our  obedience,  and  through  him  our  obedience  is 
accepted,  and  through  him  our  obedience  is  rewarded.  All 
thefe  particulars  I  endeavoured  to  enlarge  upon,  therefore  I 
have  only  named  them  now  in  a  curfory  way.  * 

There  is  one  ihing  1  (hall  mention  before  I  proceed,  and 
that  is,  that  Chrill  is  the  refurreftion  of  a  (havered  and  bro- 
ken creation.     No  fooner  had  fin  enieied  into  the  world,  but 
the  Wrath  of  God  came  down,  and  the  creation  began  to 
groan  under  the  weight  of  wrath  that  fin  had  brought  upon 
it.     We  read  of  th«  whole  creation  groaning  on  the  account 
of  fin;  "  Curfed  is  the  giround  for  thy  fak?,"  fays  God  to 
Adam  ;  that  cu^fe  is  a  dead  weight  upon  the  earth,  it  either 
liad  been  reduced  to  its  primitive  nothing,  or  to  its  originat 
chaos  out  of  which  it  was  at  firft  formed.     The  eternal  Son 
of  God  feeing  the  wrath  of  his  Fathejr  coming  down  upon 
this  lower'world,  he  fteps  in  and  offers  a  ranfom  for  it,  fay- 
ing, O  Fathc  r,  give  me  a  remnant  of  the  loft  race  of  Adam 
for  a  pofiefTion  ;  let  the  earth,  and  all  that  is  in  it,  be  mine, 
and  upon  the  granting  it  to  me,  Ipromife  to  fatisfy  thyjuftice, 
to  repair  the  honour  of  thy  law  and  fovereignty,  and  to  re- 
ftore  the  disjointed  creation  to  its  primitive  beauty  and  order. 
Upon  this  parole  and  promife,  God  the  Father  makes  a  gift 
c{  the  whole  creation  to  him,  "  all  power  in  heaven  and 
earth"  is  devolved  upon  him ;  he  "  he  gives  him  the  Heathen 
for  an  inheritance,  and  the  ends  of  the  cirth  for  a  pofllflion  ; 
be  gives  him  power  over  all  flu(h,  and  gives  him  to  be  head 
over  all  things  to,the  church,  which  is  his  body ;"  and  he  hath 
a  human  body  prepared  for  hirn,  that  he  might  be  *^  the  man 
of  his  right  hand  y*  and,  in  the  fulnefs  of  time  having  put  on 
the  human  nature,  he,  with  the  ranfom  of  his  blood,  buys  the 
vifible  creation  ;  he  buys  the  eledi  as  a  feed  to  ferve  him  ;  he 
buys  this  earth  as  a  theatre ;  he  buys  the  wicked  world  as  tools 
to  ferve  his  purpofe  of  grace  with  refpeft  to  an  ele£t  world, 
and,  when  be  has  ferved  himfelf  of  them,  he  cads  them  away 
into  the  fireX)f  hell.     Thus  Chrift  is  t'he  rcfurreftion  and  the 
life  of  a  (battered  creation  ;  and,  if  it  were  not  kept  up  by  his 
power,  it  would  fink  to  nothing,  or  fink  down  into  hell  under 
the  load  of  God's  wrath  :  and  whenever  Chrift  hath  finifhed 
what  he  defigned,  he  will  take  it  and  purge  it  from  fin  that 
Wqu  !!•  4  E  had 
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had  defiled  It ;  then  he  will  cre£l  "  a  new  heaven  and  a  new 
earth,  wherein  dwelleth  righteoufnefs.**  .  But  I  fliall  not  in- 
ii(t  further  on  this  head.     I  go  on  to, 

IV.  The  fourth  head  I  propofed  in  the  general  profecution 
of  th:»  doftrine,  which  was,  to  inquire  unto  what  life  it  is  vjs 
are  raifed  up  by  him  ivh  /V  the  refurreflion  and  the  life  ?  In 
anfwcr  unto  this,  I  give  you  the  following  properties  of  that  life 
WC  are  raiffd  to  by  him  who  is  the  refurreBion  and  the  life, 

1.  It  is  a  foul-life,  it  is  a  fpiritual  life.  Alas  for  it.  Sirs  I 
there  are  many  ^za^l  fouls  among  us  in  living  bodies.  Many 
have  the  appearance  of  life,  but  their  fouls  are  dead  ;  they  are 
walkin;Z  up  and  down  the  world  as  fo  many  ftatues^  "  dead  ia 
trcfpaflVs  and  fins  "  But  that  moment  the  foul  comes  to  Je- 
fus,  the  foul  comes  to  live.  "  Hear,  and  your  fouls  (hall  live,'* 
If.  ly.  3.  What  a  valuable  life  is  the  life  of  the  foul,  in  com- 
pairifon  of  the  body !  Indeed  the  generality  make  a  greater  ac- 
cJount  of  their  bodies  than  they  dp  of  their  fouls  •,  they  fell  their 
fouls  unto  the  devil^  in  pampering  their  bodies^  which  will 
Shortly  moulder  down  \o  the  duft.  '^.What  will  it  profit  a 
man  (fays  our  Saviour)  though  he  fl^ould  gain  the  whole 
world,  and  lofe  his  own  foul  }  or  what  can  a  man  give  in  ex<t 
change  for  his  foul  ?"  O  what  a  valuable  thing  is  the  foul  I  0 
come  to  him  who  is  the  refurreBion  and  the  life :  **  Hear^  andi 
your  fouls  fliall  live."     Again, 

2.  It  is  a  righteous  life,  even  in  the  eye  of  the  law  of  God, 
that  is  be  (lowed  by  him  who  is  the  refurreSlion  and  the  life.  In 
fome  fenfe  it  may  be  called  a  legal  life,  a  law- life,  in  regard 
there  is  no  injury  done  to  the  law,  in  bcftowing  this  life  upon 
the  dead  finper.  As  you  heard  the  Son  of  God  became  tie 
refurreBion^  and  the  life,  by  "  magnifying  the  law,  and  making 
h  honourable."  The  believer  that  is  made  alive  by  Chrift, 
he  can  ftand  the  trial  of  the  law,  and  look  it  in  the  face,  and 
fay,  "  Who  (liall  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God's  eleft  ? 
It  is  God  that  juftitifcth  :  who  is  he  that  condemneth  ?  It  is 
Chrift  that  died,  yea  rather,  that  is  rifen  again,  who  is  even 
at  the  right  hand  of  God,  who  alfo  maketh  interceflion  for  us." 
And  then, 

3.  It  is  a  holy  life  that  fprings  from  him  that  is  the  refurrec* 
ticn  and  the  life.  Chrift  himfelf  is  holy,  the  holy  One ;  and 
whenever  he  takes  a  gripe  of  the  finncr,  he  makes  him  **  free 
from  the  law  of  fin  and  death  i"  he  makes  the  creature  that 
was  "  lying  among  the  pots,  to  be  like  the  wings  of  a  dove 
covered  with  filvcr,  and  her  feathers  with  yellow  gold  j"  and 
then  the  beauty  of  holinefs  is  upon  that  foul.     And  then, 

4.  (As  you  were  hearing  in  the  former  difcourfc),  It  is  a 
very  humble  and  felf-denitd  life  they  have  from  Chrift.  They 
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live,  but  tlicy  will  not  venture  to  fay  ihcy  live.  **  I  live," 
iiith  the  apoftlc,  "  but  it  is  not  I,  but  Chrift  that  livcth  in  mc.^' 
•*  Not  I,  but  the  grace  of  God  in  me."  Hence  it  follows, 
.  5.  In  tiitjiftb  place,  It  is  a  life  of  faith ;  for  when  a  man 
gets  the  life  of  grace,  be  does  not  live  upon  that  life,  it  is  but 
like  a  drop  of  water  caft  into  a  veflel,  it  is  foon  fpent,  but  he 
lives  upon  the  fountain  of  grace.  Believer,  the  fountain  of 
life  is  not  within  thee,  it  is  above  thee,  and  it  is  without  thee; 
it  18  in  Chrift  Jefus.  "  Your  life  is  hid  with  Chrift  in  God  •," 
for,  fays  Paul,  Gal.  ii.  20.  **  I  am  crucified  with  Chrift :  Nc- 
verthelefs  I  live ;  yet  not  F,  but  Chrift  liveth  in  me."  And 
what  follows  ?  ^'  The  life  which  I  now  live  in  the  fleOi,  I  live 
by  the  faith  of  the  Son  of  God."  Faith  does  not  elory  in  any 
thing  the  man  has  received  ;  no,  faith,  as  it  were,  K)rgets  what 
it  received,  but  it  reaches  forward^  and  it  ay  comes  back  to 
the  fountain  of  life,  to  draw  water  there :  "  With  joy  (hall  ye 
draw  water  out  of  the  wells  of  falvation,"  If.  xii.  3.  So  that^ 
I  fay,  it  is  a  life  of  faith.     Hence  it  follows, 

6.  It  is  a  life  of  love.  Whenever  life  enters  into  the  finner^ 
he  begins  to  love  the  Lord  and  his  word :  **  O  how  love  I  thy 
law  1  it  is  my  meditation  all  the  day.*'  And  as  the  fparks  fly 
upward,  fo  this  love  is  ay  cafting  its  fparks  toward  heaven  : 
•'  Whom  having  not  feen,  ye  love ;  in  whom  though  now  ye 
fee  him  not,  yet  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy  unfpeakabfcf 
and  full  of  glory,"  i  Pet.  i.  8.     And  this  makes  it, 

7.  A  life  of  joy  and  pleafure :  "  Whom  having  not  feeni  ^c 
love,"  &c. ;  "  believing,  ye  rejoice  with  joy  unfpcakable^  and 
full  of  glory."  Some  have  a  nution,  tKat  are  unacquainted 
with  religion,  that  it  is  a  dull  and  melancholy  life ;  and  there- 
foie  they  ftand  a-back  from  it ;  and  I  V^ifti  belierers  may  not 
give  them  too  much  occafion.  If  you  fee  any  of  the  faints 
dull  and  melancholy,  it  is  not  a  part  of  thtir  religion,  but  it  is 
rather  their  irreligion,  and  their  unacquaintednefs  with  the 
Lord,  it  is  their  failing  and  infirmity  \  but  when  faith  is  fet 
a- work,  it  hath  a  joy  that  no  man  can  take  from  them.  You 
that  have  joy,  and  know  nothing  of  this,  your  joy  is  *'  like  the 
crackling  of  thorns  under  a  pot,"  like  a  bundle  of  ftraw  that 
makes  a  blaze,  that  foon  goes  out :  but  this  is  a  joy  that  never 
totally  or  finally  perifhes,  floods  of  water  will  not  be  able  to 
quench  it ;  every  blink  of  the  Lord^s  countenance  makes  the 
heart  fo  glad,  that  corn  and  wine  are  but  draff  and  fand  ia 
comparifon  of  it.     O  it  13  a  jdyful  life  1    And  then, 

8.  The  life  we  have  from  him  that  is  the  r^furre&ion  and  the 
Itfe^  it  is  a  royal  life,  it  is  a  princely  life.  He  does  not  creep 
as  the  men  of  the  world  dO|  to  whom  the  fcrpent's  curfe 
cleaves; 'by  nature  the  feed  of  the  ferpent  lie  grovelling  on 

the 
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the  dud ;  when  they  fee  a  man  attendihe  on  fail-days  and  os 
feaft-daysy  they  will  laugh  at  him,  as  it  they  were  the  only 
happy  men  in  the  world,  while,  in  the  mean  time  they  arc 
•*  feeding  on  aflics,**  and  arc  dancing  about  the  mouth  of  the 
pit.  This  life,  it  is  a  royal  and  a  princely  life,  and  it  is  a  life 
that  makes  the  man  live  like  himfelf ;  he  hath  a  princely  life 
when  he  lives  by  faith  on  the  Son  of  God,  he  lives  on  the  hid- 
den manna,  that  mod  are  ftrangers  to ;  he  makes  them  kings 
and  priefts  to  God  and  his  Fath^'r ;  he  provides  them  with 
toyal  food,  he  provides  for  them  a  royal  crown,  kingdom,  and 
fceptre,  to  *'  rule  the  nations,"  as  the  expreffion  is.  Rev*  ii.  2^^ 
AviA  then, 

9.  To  crown  all,  the  life  we  have  from  him,  it  is  an  cver- 
lafting  life.  Sirs,  Adam's  life  was  but  fhort-lived,  and  our 
own  lives,  what  are  they  but  a  vapour  and  a  fliadow  ?  and,  ere 
long,  you  and  I  that  are  looking  one  another  in  the  face,  will 
difappear,  and  our  poderity  fpringing  up  will  fay  in  a  little^ 
Where  are  they  ?  But  this  life  we  have  from  him  that  is  tbt 
refurre5Hon  and  the  life ^  it  is  a  perpetual  life,  and  a  durable  lifcj 
it  IS  an  everlafting  life  :  <<  He  that  believeth  on  him  (the  Son 
of  God)  hath  evcrlading  life.''  And  when  the  life  of  grace 
refolves  into  glory,  the  foul  comes  to  the  communion  of  like* 
nefs,  and  the  communion  of  evcrlading  pleafnre  with  the 
Lord :  "  In  thy  prefcnce  is'fulnefs  of  joy,  and  '.at  thy  right 
hand  there  are  pleafures  for  evermore  '^  So  much  for  the 
fourth  thing  I  propofed  in  the  method. 

V.  The  fifth  thing  was,  How  this  comes  about?  hotu  Chrift 
comes  to  be  the  refurre£lion  and  the  life  unto  dead  Jtnners  of 
Adants  family  ? 

1.  It  comes  about  by  the  ordination  of  his  Father's  appoint- 
ment ;  for  he  was  fet  up  from  the  beginning  to  be  our  refur- 
redtion  and  the  life ;  he  was  fore»ordained  to  it  before  the 
foundation  of  the  world  was  laid.     And, 

2.  It  comes  about  by  his  own  voluntary  fufception  and  un«» 
dertaking  in  the  council  of  peace  :  "  Lo,  I  come  :  in  the  vo- 
lume of  the  book  it  is  written  of  me :  I  delight  to  do  thy 
will,  O  my  God  :  yea,  thy  law  is  within  my  heart.**  As  if 
the  Father  had  faid  to  the  Son,  Yondcir  are  a  company,  a  loft 
company  of  finners  of  Adam's  family  j  I  will  make  a  prefent 
of  them  to  thee,  providing  thou  wilt  undertake  to  lay  down 
thy  life  for  them.  Content,  Father,  fays  the  Son,  I  put  my 
name  in  the  volume  of  thy  book,  I  am  willing  this  my  engage* 
ment  be  regidrated,  my  blood  (hall  go  for  theirs.  And  there- 
upon he  becomes  rlie  refurredlion  and  the  life  to  us.    Then, 

3.  He  is  the  refurre£lion  and  the  life  by  his  incarnation ;  he 

links 
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links  OUT  nature  as  it  were  to  his  own.  He  became  one  of 
oar  tribe,  for  he  was  none  of  ours  originally  \  he  took  upon 
him  the  human  nature,  that  fo  he  might  be  in  a  capacity  to 
bear  the  curfc  of  the  law,  and  to  fatisfy  jufticc  for  tls ;  of  ne- 
ceflity  it  behoYcd  him  to  be  our  near  Kinfman,  or  elfe  he  could 
not  be  our  Redeemer.  As  under  the  law,  he  that  was  the 
avenger  of  our  blood,  and  he  that  was  to  redeem  the  mort« 
eaged  inheritance,  behoved  to  be  the  neareft  of  kin ;  fo  Chrift, 
before  he  could  be  the  Avenger  of  our  blood,  and  bruifc  the 
head  of  the  enemy,  and  before  he  could  relieve  the  mortgaged 
inheritance  of  everlafting  life,  behoved  to  become  our  Kin(^ 
man.  Let  us  pride  ourfelves  in  this  Kinfman,  in  this  Lord 
Immanuel  alone.    And  then, 

4«  He  becomes  the  refurre£tion  and  the  life  to  us  by  his 
death  and  fatisfaflion  Sirs,  our  life,  it  fprings  out  of  the 
very  death  and  blood  of  the  Son  of  God  ;  his  humiliation  is 
the  root  of  our  exaltation,  and  *^  by  his  (Iripes  we  are  healed;" 
he  was  accounted  among  the  *^  number  of  traufgreflbrs,**  that 
fo  we  might  be  accounted  righteous  in  the  fight  of  God  through 
him  ;  he  was  tvoundedy  that  we  might  be  healed;  he  w^s /mst- 
teftj  that  we  might  e/cape.    And  then, 

5.  He  becomes  the  refurreAion  and  the  life  by  his  own  per* 
fonal  refurreftion  from  the  dead,  he  goes  down  to  the  grav^ 
that  he  might  conquer  the  king  of  terrors  within  his  own  ter- 
ritories. Sirs,  what  was  the  great  plot  the  devil  had  in  tempt- 
ing man  to  fin  ?  Why,  he  knew  fin  would  u(her  in  death,  and 
he  knew  that  would  u(her  in  hell,  for  death  is  the  very  mouth 
of  hell  to  all  mankind.  Well,  when  death  is  brought  in,  whca 
the  penalty  of  the  law  is  incurred,  and  the  faithfulnefs  of  God 
is  engaged  for  man's  deftrudion,  what  way  mu(l  he  be  deli* 
vered  ?  What,  fays  the  Son  of  God,  let  their  curfe  be  upon 
me,  let  me  go  down  to  the  grave  for  them ;  I  will  wring  the 
keys  of  death  and  hell  out  of  the  devil's  hand  \  and  thus  I  will 
make  death  the  gate  of  heaven  inltead  of  hell.  By  his  refur* 
vedlion  we  are  "  begotten  to  a  lively  hope."     And  then, 

6.  He  becomes  the  refurre6tion  and  the  life  unto  us,  by  his 
reprefentation  of  us  in  heaven,  and  by  negotiating  our  affairs 
in  that  high  court.  Sirs,  all  our  concerns  are  tranfafled  ia 
the  high  court  of  heaven,  our  affairs  of  death  or  life  art  all 
negotiated  above.  Well,  Chrift,  he  takes  on  our  nature,  he 
dies,  he  goes  down  to  the  grave,  rifes  again,  and  afcends  into 
heaven;  and  he  goes  there  to  tranfad  our  affjirs,  to  fe^  tnat 
nothing  be  done  againil  ua ;  we  are  •*  raifcd  up,  and  fit  toge- 
ther with  him  in  heavenly  places."  By  virtue  0*  Chriil's  fitiing 
in  heaven,  believers,  you  are  fitting  there  in  him,  jult  as  fub- 

jccls 


S9P  Cbriji  the  RejiirreBlon,  and  the  Lift. 

je£is  fit  in  parliament,  in  their  rcprefentatives*  He  is  ^\A 
living  head)  which  is  more  than  a  bare  reprefentative*  And 
then, 

7*  He  18  the^  refurredion  and  the  life  by  the  power  and 
efficacy  of  his  word.  The  word  is  fometimes  called  *'  the 
rod  of  the  Mediator's  (Irength  j*'  and,  when  he  fends  it  forth, 
he  makes  a  living  and  a  willing  people  in  a  day  of  power ;  he 
utters  a  word  like  that  to  Lazarus  when  lying  ia  the  grave, 
Come  forth  :  then  the  bands  and  fetters  of  fpiiitual  death  drop 
off.  Thus  he  is  the  refurre£kion  and  the  life  by  the  power 
of  his  word,  for  his  word  is  a  word  of  life  $  *^  To  preach. all 
the  words  of  this  life,''  fays  the  Lord  to  the  apoftles,  M'hen 
they  were  brought  out  of  prifon :  •*  The  hour  is  coming, , 
(fays  Chritl),  and  now  is,  when  the  dead  fliall  hear  the 
voice  of  the  Son  of  God :  and  they  that  hear  (hall  Utc."  And 
then, 

Lafily^  He  is  the  refurreflion  by  the  efficacy  of  his  Spirit, 
^*  The  law  of  the  Spirit  of  life,  in  Chrift  Jcfus,  hath  ma<te  me 
free  from  the  law  c^  fin  and  death,"  faith  the  apoftic^  Rom* 
viii.  2. 

VL  Thtjlxth  thing  I  propofed  in  the  method  was,  to  inqwri 
%uhy  he  becomes  the  refurreSlion  and  the  life  unto  us  ?  I  (hall  not 
infifl;  on  this  \  only  in  fo  many  wprds,  that  I  may  haften  forward 
to  the  application. 

1.  He  became  our  refurreflion  and  the  life,  becaufe  he  loved 
us  :  **  Chrift  loved  us,  and  gave  himfelf  for  us,  an  offering  and 
a  facrifice  to  God  for  a  fweet-fmelling  favour,"  that  he  might 
be  our  re  furred  ion  and  the  life,  Eph.  v.  2.     Then, 

2.  He  becomes  the  refurreftion  and  the  life  .unto  U8>  be- 
caufe we  were  gifted  of  the  Father  unto  him ;  and  he  hath 
fuch  a  regard  to  the  Father's  gift,  that  he  will  die  before  be 
lofe  it.     Again, 

3 .  He  does  it  for  the  manifeftation  of  his  own  and  his  Fa- 
ther's glory,  that  he  might  bring  men  back  to  their  chiefend, 
for  which,  they  were  created ;  man's  chief  end  is  to  glorify 
God,  and  enjoy  him  for  ever.  Man,  when  he  fell,  he  diftio- 
noured  God,  inftead  of  glorifying  God  :  Well,  Chriii's  defign 
is  to  bring  man  back  to  God,  to  anfwer  the  end  for  which  he 
iud  a  being  i  and  until  Chrill  beRow  this  fpiritual  life  upon 
him,  he  can  neither  glorify  God  here,  nor  enjoy  him  hereaf* 
tcr  i  but  the  believer  begins  even  here  to  afpire  after  it,  with 
the  pfalmift,  "  Whom  have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  thtrc 
is  none  upon  earth  that  I  dtfire  befides  thee.''  But  1  pafs  this, 
and  go  on  to, 
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VII.  The  Appiication.  And  what  ufc  I  intend,  (hall  be  com- 
prifed  in  the  following  inferences, 

1.  then,  From  this  doarine  bclicrcrs  arc  led  back  to  their 
firft  original,  and  have  difcovered  unto  them  from  whence 
they  fprung.  Why,  believers,  you  were  among  the  genera- 
tion'of  the  dead,  before  he  that  is  the  reprteSHon  and  the  life 
paid  you  a  vifit.  It  were  much  for  the  advantage  of  believers, 
to  be  recollefting,  and  looking  back  to  the  (late  from  whence 
they  fprung.  I  remember,  God  taught  Ifrael  to  fing  in  the 
wildemcfs,  when  they  came  to  offer  up  their  firft- fruits  unto 
him  :  *'  A  Syrian  ready  to  peri(h  was  my  father,  and  he  went 
down  into  Egypt,  and  fojourned  there  with  a  few,  and  became 
there  a  iiation,  great,  mighty,  and  populous,"  Deut.  xxvi.  5. 
And  God  by  Ezekicl  tells  them  what  they  were  before  he  vi- 
fitcd  them  j  **  As  for  thy  nativity  in  the  day  thou  waft  born, 
fhy  navel  was  not  cut,  neither  waft  thou  wa(hed  in  water  to 
ftipple  thee:  thou  waft  not  falted  at  all,  nor  fwaddlcd  at  alh" 
None  eye  pitied  thee,  to  do  any  of  thefe  things  unto  thee; 
to  have  compaQion  upon  thee ;  but  thou  waft  caft  out  in  the 
open  field;  to  the  loathing  of  thy  perfon,  in  the  day  that 
thou  waft. born,  Ezck.  xvi.  4.  5.  Remember,  believers,  what 
you  vf ere,*  and  what  you  are  ;  attd  remember,  it  is  only  him 
that  is  tht  refurre£tioa  and  the  life  that  brought  you  to  any 
thing  yoir  9re.    Dut  again, 

2.  Frbm  this  doftrine  we  may  fee  what  a  bleffmg  Chrift  is 
to  a  loft  world,  to  a  world  of  mankind  finners,  '^  dead  in  tref« 
paffes  and  fitts^Y'  Chrift  is  become  the  refurreEtlon  and  the  life 
to  theni ;  "  I  h^ve  laid  help  (fays  the  Lord),  upon  one  that  ia 
mighty ;  Men  (hall  be  bltffed  in  him ;  and  all  nations  (hall  call 
him  bleffed."  O  what  a  wretched  condition  had  we  been  in 
this  day,  if  Chrift  had  not  come  into  the  world  to  fave  us  !  we 
had  continued  among  the  generation  of  the  dead,  if  he  had  not. 
paid  us  a  vifit :  "  O  Ifrael,  thott  h^ft  deftroyed  ihyfelf,  but  iii 
me  is  thine  help.'*    But  again, 

3.  We  may  lee,  what  dignified,  what  happy  and  excellent 
pcrfons  believers  are.  I  remember  Solomon  fays,  that  **  a 
living  dog  is  better  than  a  dead  lion."  As  one  living  man  is 
better  than  all  the  race  of  men  lying  in  the  grave;  fo  one 
living  faint,  who  hath  got  life  from  him  that  is  the  refurreEtion 
and  the  Rft^  is  better  than  a  whole  nation  of  dead  men  arid 
women  lying  under  the  curfe  of  God.  O  to  what  a  fad  pafs 
arc  we  come  in  the  judicatories  of  the  church  of  Scotlandi^ 
when  there  is  no  difference  made  between  the  dead  and  the 
living  !  A  dead  man,  if  he  have  a  gold  ring,  he  will  come  far- 
ther benn  in  the  eledlion  of  a  minifter,  than  a  living  faint,  bc- 
caufc  he  wants  earthly  heritage  y  it  is  an  earthly  church  when 
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iX  is  To.  Alas  \  a  fchurch  is  come  to  a  fad  pafs,  when  we  judge 
of  pcrfonsy  not  according  to  their  relation  to  Chrift,  but  accor* 
ding  to  thtir  earthly  pofTeflions.  Chrift  fays,  his  *<  kingdom  is 
nor  of  this  world/'  but  the  judicatories  will  have  it  to  be  of 
this  world  ;  Chrill  has  chofen  the  poor  of  this  world,  but  they 
choofe  the  rich  of  this  world  to  be  heirs  of  his  kingdom.  D6 
fuch  judicatories  deferve  the  name  of  being  the  courts  of  Chrift? 
Bat  again, 

4.  We  may  fee  the  difference  between  the  firft  and  the 
fecond  Adam.  The  firft  Adam  is  the  fpring  of  death  to  all 
his  pofterity ;  the  fecond  Adam  is  a  fpring  of  ]ife  unto  ail  his 
poftcrity;  the  firft  Adam  was  the  head  of  the  covenant  of 
worksi  the  fecond  is  the  head  of  the  covenant  of  grace  \  the 
£rft  Adam  reprefcnted  all  his  natural  pofterity,  the  fecond 
Adaj)  repre{ents  all  his  fpiritual  pofterity,  the  firft  Adana  fends 
the  curfe  of  the  law,  and  the  curfe  of  God  along  with  it,  to 
them»  2nd  the  fecond  Adam  fends  .all  fpiritual  bkiTm^s  and 
mercies  to  his  pofterity  for  evermore.  O  what  a  dtfierencc^ 
is  there  between  thefe  two  !  The  firft  Adam  ^was  a  creature^ 
but  tlie  fecond  Ad4Kn  i;>  Cod-inan^  Qo4  manife^ed  in  the  fie£lu 
But  then  again, 

5.  From  this  doArine  we  may  fee  the  intimacy  and  dofenefs 
of  the  union  between  Chrift  and  his  members ;  why,  this  is 
implied  in  the  expreffion,  /  am  the  rejurre^hnt  and  the  life* 
One  would  think  he  is  taking  in  only  !iia:fclf,  but  he  taktsin 
all  believers;  it  is  a  relative  word,  it  h  :h  a  relation  to  thefe  that 
are  dead  in  fms  and  irefpafles  :  *'  You  h^th  he  quickened  who  ' 
were  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins  i"  xhit  ia,  all  tnat  believe  in 
Chrift  •,  "  He  that  hath  the  Son,  hath  lilc.*'  That  conn^^aiott 
between  Chrift  and  his  members  it  ia  very  clofe;  there  is  a  bleff- 
ed  onenefs  between  him  and  them  \  he  and  they  have  but  one 
Father,  he  is  the  Son  by  eternal  generation,  and  they  are  fons 
by  regeneration  ;  he  and  they  under  one  decree,  he  as  head 
of  the  ek^lion,  and  they  clefted  in  him  before  the  world  began; 
he  and  they  included  in  one  bond,  they  have  one  and  the  fame 
Spirit,  the  fa^me  Spirit  that  is  in  the  head  is  in  all  the  members, 
O  what  a  blefled  onenefs  is  between  Chrift  and  them  ?  •'  He 
that  fan£lifieth,  and  they  who  are  funftified,  are  all  of  onci" 
they  are  one  in  nature,  and  they  arc  one  in  law,  and  they  arc 
comprifed  in  one  marriage-covenant ;  "  He  that  is  joined  to 
the  Lord,  is  one  fpirit."     But  then, 

6.  We  may  fee  the  reafon  of  that  fimilitude  and  likencfs 
that  believers  bear  to  Chrift ;  they  are  liker  Chrift  than  ail  the 
reft  of  mankind,  they  are  his  living  piftures  and  rcprefcnta- 
tivts.*upon  earth,  thv  y  carry  his  name  upon  their  foreheads,  fo 
SIS  every  one  may  know  him  in  tbemr     What  is  the  reafon  of 
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this  Gmilitude  and  refemblance  ?  Why,  the  reafoti  is,  he  is 
their  refurre^lion  and  life ;  the  fame  life  that  is  in  the  head 
is  in  the  members  \  the  fame  fap  that  is  in  the  root  is  in  the 
branches  and  little  twigs;  the  fame  Spirit  of  life  that  is  in  Chriit 
goes  through  all  (he  members  of  his  myftical  body ;  tliat  is 
the  reafon  of  the  Gmilitud«  between  him  and  them.  And 
then, 

7.  In  i\it  feventh  place,  from  this  doftrinc  we  may  likewife 
fee  the  ground  and  reafon  of  the  pcrfeverance  of  the  faints, 
and  the  recovery  of  believers  from  their  difmal  fits  of  unbe- 
lief they  fall  under.  Why,  what  is  it  that  makes  the  righteous 
grow  ftrongcr  and  ftronger  ?  what  is  it  that  recovers  the  be- 
liever from  thefe  defperate  fits  of  unbelief,  which  make  him 
to  cry,  **  I  am  call  out  of  thy  fight,  I  am  free  among  the 
dead,  my  bones  are  withered,  my  life  is  gone;"  yet  he  reverts 
ay?  What  is  it  that  brings  him  back,  and  rcftores  his 
foul  ?  Why,  Chrift  is  the  refur region  and  the  lifey  a  new  dream 
of  life  comes  from  his  glorious  head,  and  then  he  begins  to 
^^  revive  as  the  corn,  grow  as  the  vine,  and  his  fcent  is  as  the 
wine  of  Lebanon.  They  that  dwell  under  his  fhadow,  who  is 
the  refurreftion  and  the  life,  they  fhall  revive  as  the  corn,** 
&c.     Again, 

8.  In  the  eighth  place,  from  this  doftrine  we  may  fee  where- 
away  our  eyes  (hould  be  turned,  in  fuch  a  day  as  this,  in  order 
to  the  refurreftion  of  a  dying  church.  There  is  a  melancholy 
complaint  at  this  day  through  the  land,  of  dead  minifters  and 
dead  people,  dead  ordinances,  dead  hearing,  dead  reading, 
dead  praying,  and  dead  facraments ;  where  (hall  we  go  for 
help  ?  Let  us  look  to  him  who  is  the  refurreElion  and  the  life  ; 
it  is  he  only  that  is  the  rcfurreftion  of  minifters,  refurreftion 
of  judicatories,  the  refurredlion  of  doftrine,  the  refurredlion 
of  difcipline,  and  the  refurre£lion  of  government ;  he  is  the 
refurreftion  and  the  life  of  them  all ;  if  he  would  come  back, 
we  would  "  look  forth  as  the  morning,  be  fair  as  the  moon, 
clear  as  the  fun,  and  terrible  as  an  army  with  banners."  I  re- 
member Jehofhaphet,  in  a  perplexing  time,  when  he  was  trou- 
bled, and  knew  not  what  to  do,  he  turns  his  eyes  to  the  Lord, 
and  cries,  "  O  our  God,  wilt  not  thou  judge  them?  for  we 
have  no  might  againft  this  great  company  that  cometh  againft 
us;  neither  know  we  what  to  do,  but  our  eyes  are  upon  thee." 
Well,  Sirs,  when  all  things  are  like  to  tura  to  wreck  and  con- 
fufion,  let  us  look  to  him  who  is  the  refurreElion  and  the  Itfe^ 
that  he  may  raife  us  from  the  grave  of  apoilacy  and  backfli- 
ding  to  which  we  are  fallen,  by  the  very  breath  of  his  mouth 
he  will  make  them  live  \  and  if  he  fay  but  to  minifters,  "  Go 
prophefy  upon  thefe  dead  and  dry  bones/'  when  mitiilters  are 
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faying,  O!  "  how  can  rhcfc  dry  bones  live?"  Lmfnediatelyjomf 
comes  to  joint,  and  (Inew  to  (inew,  and  life  enters  into  themn 
and  a  great  army  will  (land  up  for  the  Lord.  In  the  mean  timci 
until  he  be  pleafed  to  come,  let  us  ply  the  oar  of  duty  at  his 
command ;  let  us  put  up  the  requefl:  of  the  church  in  a  day  like 
this,  **  Wilt  thou  not  revive  us  again,  that  thy  people  may  re- 
joice in  thee  ?  Awake,  O  north  wind,  and  come  thou  fouth, 
and  blow  upon  our  gardens,  that  the  fpices  thereof  may  flow 
out."     But  again, 

9.  In  the  ninth  place,  if  it  be  fo  that  Chrift  is  t/jf  rcfurreBicn 
and  the  lifej  then  certainly  it  is  matter  of  fad  regret  and  lamen* 
tation>  that  there  (hould  be  fo  many  dead  finner^,  when  Chrift 
is  prefented  to  them  in  the  cverlafting  gofpel.  -  Indeed  it  is 
to  be  regretted,  though  the  words  of  life  be  proclaimed, 
though  the  words  of  the  Spirit  of  life  are  fcattered,  fo  few  arc 
quickened  by  them.  What  way  does  that  appear?  fay  you. 
1  anfwer,  it  appears  by  many  things,  that  there  are  a  great  mul- 
titude of  dead  (inners  among  us.  It  appears  from  the  want  of 
a  right  colour.  O  Sirs,  the  pale  and  wane  colour  of  death 
is  daring  out  of  the  countenance  and  converfation  of  the  great- 
eft  part ;  there  is  little  or  nothing  of  the  lively  colour  of  true 
holinefs  among  us,  and  the  want  of  it  is  a  fign  of  death*  The 
want  of  appetite  after  food  is  another  fymptom  of  death. 
The  bread  of  life,  the  evcrlafting  gofpel  of  Chrift  is  naufcate 
and  loathed,  as  the  manna  was  by  Ifrael.  The  preaching  of 
a  crucified  Chrift  is  fooliflinefs  to  fomc,  and  a  ftumbling-block 
to  the  worldly  wife:  whatever  reckoning  fuch  may  make  of 
themfelves,  God  reckons  them  fools  and  dead  men ;  God's 
wifdom  is  folly  to  them,  and  their  wifdom  is  folly  to  the 
Lord.  And  then  the  want  of  motion  is  another  fign  of 
death.  Indeed  the  dead  may  be  moved  from  without,  by  ex- 
ternal force,  but  not  from  within  ;  there  is  fomcthinpr  of  mo- 
tion they  may  feem  to  have,  in  attending  upon  ordina^nces ; 
but,  O  Sirs,  is  it  from  a  principle  of  fpiritual  life  ye  attend 
upon  thefe  ordinances  ?  is  it  from  a  dcfirc  to  fee  him  who  is 
the  refurrecllony  and  the  life.  O  let  us  lament  over  the  mifery 
of  the  dead  in  the  valley  of  vifion  ;  if  it  were  pofiible  to  found 
an  alarm,  and  ftartle  and  awaken  the  dead  that  are  before 
me  ;  this  indeed  is  God's  work,  who  "  quickeneth  the  dead, 
and  calls  things  that  are  not  as  if  they  were  ;"  however,  by 
his  appointment,  we  muft  ufe  the  mean.  There  are  thefe 
few  words  I  would  fay  to  the  dead,  if  they  would  give  ear  and 
hear. 

i/?.  The  dead  arc  loathefome  to  the  living.  Ye  know  when- 
ever the  foul  departs  from  the  body,*it  becomes  loathefome,  it 
corrupts,  it  ftinks.     Hence  Abraham  fays  concerning  Sarah, 
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V;Iien  flie  was  dead,  "Bury  my  deid  out  of  my  fight,"  though 
he  loved  her  well  when  (he  was  alive.  Sirs,  ye  are  loathefome, 
ye  are  abhorred  of  the  living  God  while  out  of  Chrift,  and 
abhorred  by  all  living  faints  :  "  O  my  foul,  come  not  thou  into 
their  fecret  \  unto  their  aflembly,  mine  honour^  be  not  thou 
United.*' 

^dly^  As  they  arcloathefomc,  fothey  are  frightfome.  People 
are  frighted  to  fee  the  dead ;  fo  believers  they  are  frighted 
when  in  the  fociety  of  the  wicked,  left  they  be  corrupted 
with  their  contagion :  and  indeed  it  is  hard  to  be  amongft 
the  dead,  and  not  to  be  infcfted  by  them,  and  not  to  be  fomc 
way  partakers  of  their  (\n.  Then  the  dead  muft  be  buried, 
and  caft  into  the  grave ;  fo,  dead  finners,  you  muft  be  buried* 
"Where  will  ye  bs  buried  ?  Your  bodies  will  go  to  the  worms, 
but  your  fouls  to  helK  The  Hebrew  word,  Sheol^  it  fignifics 
both  the  grave  and  hell,  becaufe  the  grave  is  the  very  mouth 
'  of  hell  to  the  wicked.  "  The  wicked  Aall  be  turned  into  hell, 
and  all  the  nations  that  forget  God.*'  Confider  this,  O  dead  fm- 
jiers;  let  this  engage  you  to  improve  him  that  is  the  refurreElion 
tind  the  life.  And  this  leads  me  to  another  inference,  or  ufc 
from  the  doftrine. 

IQ.  If  it  be  fo,  that  Ghrift  is  the  refurreElion  and  the  life  of  a 
loft  world,  *^  dead  in  fin,"  then,  in  the  name  of  this  great 
Xiord,  as  one  of  his  meancft  heralds>  I  proclaim  life  unto  the 
dead.  It  would  be  in  vain  to  fpeak  to  the  dead,  if  it  were  not 
iy  order  from  him  who  "  quickeneth  the  dead,  aiid  who  calleth 
things  that  are  not  as  though  they  were.*'  Can  the  dead  praife 
Jiim  ?  If  God  were  giving  me  a  commifTion  to  fpeak  to  the  very 
itones  in  the  field,  I  would  do  it,  believing  that  the  ftoncs 
Vould  live  and  praife  him  ;  and  when  the  Jews  were  forbid- 
ding  the  people  to  praife  Chrift,  he  fays,  "  If  thcfe  (hould  for- 
bear, the  very  ftones  would  cry  out ;  for  out  of  the  ftones  caii 
God  raifc  up  children  to  Abraham."  Sire,  ye  are  not  yet  na»- 
turally  dead,  ye  arc  not  eternally  dead ;  therefotc  there  is  hope. 
P  here  is  a  living  Saviour;  here  is  the  fountain  of  life  among 
you  ;  I  cry,  "  Whofoever  will,  let  him  come,  and  take  of  the 
Vrater  of  life:  O  earth,  earth,  earth,  hear  the  word  of  the  Lord. 
Comply  with  the  word  of  the  King  eternal  and  immortal;  it  is 
his  voice  coming  through  an  earthen  trumpet,  that  the  cxcef- 
lency  of  the  power  may  be  of  him.  O  that  this  may  be  the 
hour  wherein  the  dead  may  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God, 
and  live.  O  Sirs,  ye  are  reafonable  men  and  women,  ye  have 
rational  faculties  5  will  you  confider, 

'  i^,  That  this  very  name  of  Chrift  invifes  you  to  come  to 
him.  Why  liath  he  taken  this  name  to  himfelf,  tf:e  refurrec^ 
iion^  and  the  ife,  if  there  were  not  dead  fictiers  to  quicken  ? 
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Why  hath  he  regiftratc  it  in  his  word,  but  that  the  itii 
,  fmner  may  lay  his  finger  on  that  name,  and  carry  it  to  a 
throne  of  grace,  faying,  O  let  him  be  the  refurre^ion  and  the 
life  to  me  ?  O  let  the  fpirit  of  him  that  is  the  refurreBion  and 
the  life  quicken  me,  and  make  me  free  from  the  law  of  fm  and 
death  ! 

idly^  Confider  he  who  is  the  refurreBion  and  the  life  is  given 
unto  you  m  the  difpchfation  and  grant  of  the  everlafting  gof- 
pel ;  the  life  that  is  in  him  is  yours.  Now  I  fear ce  think  you 
will  believe  me ;  I  affirm  it,  he  is  yours  in  the  revelation  ;  he  is 
yours  as  he  is  held  out  in  the  Bible,  the  book  of  God  ;  he  is 
yours  as  he  ftands  in  this  gofpel ;  and  he  is  yours  in  the  gift 
and  grant  made  by  himfelf  in  the  word.  There  is  an  au- 
thentic grant  made  by  the  Father  of  Chrift,  in  this  Bible ;  and 
this  is  the  ground  of  the  commiffion  we  have  to  preach  to 
every  creature.  All  mankind,  every  creature  come  of  Adam, 
are  dead  in  (in;  and  yet  we  are  commiflioned  to  go  and  preach 
and  prophefy  unto  thefe  dead  and  dry  bones*  Now,  upon 
what  ground  does  this  commiffion  go  ?  Why,  you  will  fee, 
I  John  V.  1 1,  that  it  goes  upon  a  gift  or  grant  of  life  that  God 
has  made  to  mankind  (inncrs,  in  a  fecond  Adam,  a  new  cove* 
nant  head :  **  This  is  the  record  of  God,  that  God  hath  given 
to  us  (finners  of  Adam's  race)  eternal  life,  and  this  life  is  in 
his  Son  ;"  and  our  preaching  the  gofpel  is  juft  a  publication 
of  this  authentic  grant  of  liie  to  the  dead,  made  by  God  in 
the  word,  when  the  dead  hear  this,  their  /2>////  Uve^  If.  Iv.  3.  I 
remember,  in  John  vi.  Chrilt  there  the  refurreBion^  and  the  life ^ 
is  preaching  unto  dead  Tinners  ;  becaufe  he  had  fed  them  wich 
loaves,  they  had  a  hankering  after  him  ;  they  all  forfook  him 
when  he  began  to  preach  faith  in  his  blood  to  them  ;  ytt  what 
fays  he,  ver.  32. — *'  My  Father  giveth  you  the  true  bread  from 
heaven."  The  manna  was  given  to  Ifrael  in  the  wildernefs; 
every  man  in  the  camp  of  Ifrael  had  a  right  to  it,  becaufe  God 
gave  it  to  them,  and  brought  it  down  from  heaven  to  their 
tent-doors.  Well,  fays  Chrift,  **  I  am  the  bread  of  life,"  the 
true  manna,  I  am  given  by  my  Father,  that  "  whofotvcr  eat- 
eth  me,  may  live  by  me.'*  The  gift  or  grant  of  Chrift  in 
the  word  is  juft  the  very  foundation  that  faith  goes  upon. 
Why,  we  durft  not  bid  you  meddle  with  him  unlets  he  were 
given,  it  is  theft  and  robbery  to  meddle  with  that  which 
doth  not  belong  to  us.  Our  offer  of  Chrift,  and  the  call  to 
receive  him,  it  certainly  fuppofes  he  is  given,  or  elfe  we  durft 
not  bid  you  meddle  with  him.  Unbelief  is  the  great  hn  of 
the  :.earcrs  of  the  gofpel,  that  the  Lord  threatens  moft  to  re- 
fen  t  ;  but  unbelief  would  not  be  your  fin,  if  Chrift  were  not 
given.     Now,  believe  this,  that  Chrift  is  given,  offered,  and 

prefented 
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prefented  in  this  gofpel,  even  to  you  who  are  rotting  in  the 
grave  of  fin,  that  he  may,  through  faith  of  God's  operation^ 
be  the  refurreftion  ^nd  the  life  to  your  fouls  m  particular* 
Then, 

3^/y,  Confider  that  Chr^ft,  the  refarrtElion  and  the  Uft^  he  is 
willing  to  give  the  life  that  is  in  him  to  you  ;  he  willingly 
died,  he  willingly  came  into  this  world,  and  he  willingly  went 
about  the  work  his  Father  fent  him  to  do.  What  way  does 
that  appear  ?  fay  you.  An/w,  It  appears  from  his  folemn  and 
repealed  calls,  •*  Hear,  and  your  fouls  (ball  live  ;*'  and  he  of- 
fers and  bodes  himfelf  upon  the  dead,  and  complains  that  the 
dead  will  not  come  to  him  for  life,  John  v.  40.  "  And  yc  will 
not  come  to  me,  that  ye  might  have  life.  How  often  would 
I  have  gathered  you  (fays  Chrill),  as  a  hen  gathers  her  chick- 
ens under  her  wings,  but  ye  would  not !"  So  then,  remember 
Sir>,  it  is  not  your  impotency  that  will  excufe  you;  feme 
people  fancy,  that  it  will  excufe  them,  becaufe  they  arc  dead; 
remember,  Sirs,  that  God  will  not  condemn  you  fo  much  for 
your  impotency,  as  for  your  unwillingnefs  to  come  to  Chrift  : 
if  ye  had  willingnefs,  ye  would  find  the  Spirit  of  life  tntering 
into  you,  and  quickening  you ;  he  is  fo  willing,  that  he  com- 
plains of  the  folly  and  diftra&ion  of  finners,  he  appeals  to  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  to  judge  betwixt  him  ind  them  for 
their  madnefs,  Jer.  ii.  11.  13.  **  Be  aftoniihed,  O  ye  heavens, 
at  this,  and  be  horribly  afraid,  be  very  defolate,  faith  the  Lord. 
For  my  people  have  committed  two  evils:  they  have  forfaken 
me,  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  and  hewed  them  out  cifterns, 
broken  cifterns,  that  can  hold  no  water*"  Now,  let  thefe 
things  be  pondered  by  you  th^t  are  dead;  the  Lord  is  willing 
to  give  life  to  you,  and  will  you  not  be  willing  to  take  fuch  an 
unipeakable  blcfling  off  his  hand  ?  For  the  Lord's  fake  confider 
what  will  follow  it  you  do  not  embrace  the  Son  of  God,  out 
of  one  death  you  will  go  to  another,  out  of  the  grave  of  fin  you 
will  be  tumbled  into  the  grave  of  hell  ere  it  be  long  ;  it  is  only 
theie  that  hear  the  voice  of  the  Son  of  God  that  fhali  live. 
O,  lay  you,  will  you  give  the  dead  your  beft  advice  what  to 
do! 

(I.)  Be  convinced  that  you  are  dead  in  trefpafles  and  fins, 
Alas  !  there  lies  the  great  difficulty,  finners  cannot  be  peilua- 
ded  but  they  have  lite  already,  at  leaft  as  much  of  it  at>  will 
•bring  tliem  into  heaven.  We  cannot  get  people  beat  off  this 
delufion. 

(2.)  Another  advice  I  would  give  you  is,  Be  perfuaded 
ihc^re  is  no  iilc  in  and  by  the  works  of  the  law  for  you :  *'  By 
the  works  ol  tr.e  law  (hall  no  flelh  be  jullified."  And  thctt 
^e  mull  be  pcriuadcd,  that  there  is  life  iu  Chrift  for  you^ 
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and  that  you  in  particular  are  warranted  to  come  to  him  f6f 
life. 

(3,)  Hearken  unto  the  words  that  come  from  him,  liftcn 
to  his  words  of  life,  for  in  hearing  you  fhali  live,  I  would 
advift'  you  to  pray  meikle.  Let  the  dead  go  to  a  living  Chrift ; 
cry,  Spring  up,  O  well  of  living  water,  and  enter  into  my  foul. 
Then  let  thofe  that  are  dead. haunt  the  company  of  living 
Chriftians ;  for  this  is  one  way  to  gei  life,  and  to  keep  it  in 
when  got :  as  you  know,  when  dead  coals  are  put  in  among 
the  living  coals,  they  will  foon  be  kindled  by  them  j  fo,  by 
converfmg  with  lively  ChriftiaqSi  the  Spirit  of  life  may  enter 
into  you. 

.  If.  The  hfi  infc^rence  I  make  is  unto  the  living;  Is  it  fo^ 
that  Chrift  is.  the  refurreEl\on  and  tin  life  ?  Then  you  that  are 
raifed  by  his  death  and  refurre£lion,  take  thefe  advices  fol- 
lowing, and  To  I  have  done.  (I  fear  I  have  infiiled  too  long 
already.) 

.  ly?.  My  advice  to  you  that  are  partakers  of  the  life  of  Chrift, 
is,  to  blefs  the  Lord  that  erer  he  crowned  you  with  loving* 
kindnefs  and  tender  mercies.  Admire  the  freedom  of  the 
grace  of  God,  in  quickening  you  when  •'  dead  in  trcfpaffts 
and  fins,"  when  he  left  others  dead  in  the  grave  of  fin.  The 
Lord  comes  to  the  quarry  of  nature,  he  fees  fo  many  ftones 
lying  there,  and  he  pitches  on  whom  he  pleafes :  have  you  not 
reafon  then,  to  blefs  the  Lord,  that  he  picked  you  out,  and 
left  many  of  brighter  natural  qualifications  than  you  ?  O  man, 
what  is  the  difference  betweea  them  and  you  ?  It  is  nothing 
but  fovereign,  free,  and  viftorious  grace.  Let  grace  have 
all  the  glory.     But  then, 

2^/[y,  Another  advice  I  would  give  you  that  have  fhared  of 
life  from  him  that  is  the  refurreSl'ion  and  the  I'lfe^  is  this.  Has  he 
quickened  you  ?  let  the  life  you  live,  be  "  by  faith  upon  thi 
t)on  of  God,  who  loved  you,  and  gave  himfelf  for  you/'  lle- 
fucmber  what  I  faid  before,  ye  arc  not  to  live  on  grace  recei- 
ved, but  the  life  that  is  in  him  :  "  The  life  I  live  (faith  the 
apoftle)  is  by  faith  upon  the  Son  of  God,  who  loved  me,  and 
gave  himfelf  for  me."  And  then  as  you  live  upon  him,  and 
by  him,  fo  ftudy  to  live  to  his  glory  :  "  Let  your  light  fo  il^ine 
before  men,  th:it  others  feeing,  your  good  works,  may  glorify 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven."     And  then, 

^dlyy  Another  advice  I  would  give  to  the  living,  is,  Study  not 
only  to  believe  in  him  with  the  heart,  but  to  coiifcfs  him  with 
the  mouth  unto  f;ilvation,  as  the  expreflion  is,  Rom.  x.  ic. 
*'  With  the  heart  man  believeth  unto  righteoufnefs,  and  with 
the  mouth  confefiion  is  made  unto  fulvation."  It  is  not 
enough  to  believe  in  Chrift,  unleCs  we  likcwifw  o';rn  and  avow 

him, 
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hiTWi  unlefs  we  honour  and  glorify  him  before  the  world: 
««  Him  that  confciTcth  me  before  men  (faith  Chrift),  him  will 
I  confefs  before  my  Father  and  his  holy  angels  ;  but  he  that 
denieth  me  before  men,  him  will  I  alfo  deny  before  my  Father 
and  his  holy  angels."  I  remember  in  If.  xliii.  lo.  and  xltv.  8* 
Chriftians  are  called  the  Lord's  ivitncjfes.  Why  do  they  get 
that  name  ?  Decaufe  they  confefs  his  truths,  they  confefs  his 
caufe,  they  confefs  his  members,  they  confefs  his  minifters, 
and  every  thing  that  belongs  to  him.  It  is  not  a  private  own- 
ins:  of  him  that  will  do  in  fuch  a  day  as  this  ;  he  is  publicly 
affronted,  the  crown  is  publicly  tiiken  off  his  head  ;  he  is  inju- 
red by  civil  and  ecclefiaftic  courts ;  he  is  injured  in  his  do£lrine, 
worftiip,  difcipline,  and  government;  he  is  injured  in  his 
members  ;  he  is  injured  in  his  fupreme  Deity  \  he  is  injured 
in  his  headihip  and  fovereignty  over  his  church.  Now,  1  fay,  ' 
when  he  is  thus  publicly  injured,  he  ought  alfo  to  be  publicly 
confcficd.  A  public  teftimony  hath  been  emitted,  in  a  judi- 
cial way,  by  a  handful  of  minifters,  who,  by  the  peculiar  pro- 
vidence of  God,  have  been  brought  to  a  particular  fituation  ; 
that  teftimony  has  come  abroad,  and  it  torments  the  men  that 
dwell  upon  the  earth,  who  attempt  to  bury  his  teftimony,  and 
to  bury  his  witneiTes.  A  cry  is  come  abroad,  of  a  dangerous 
fchifm  in  the  church,  and  of  fchifmatics  renting  the  feamlefs 
coat  of  Chrift.  That  is  juft  the  old  cant  of  the  Papifts,  when 
the  Proteftants  came  oft*  from  them,  faying,  O,  by  your  doing 
fo,  you  caufe  divifions  in  the  church,  and  rent  Chrift's  feam- 
lefs  coat.  I  would  afk  fuch.  Who  are  the  caufcs  of  it  ?  whe- 
ther they  that  endeavour  to  maintain,  and  contend  for  the 
truths  of  Chrift  ;  or  thefe  that  tread  his  truths  under  their 
feet  ?  whether  thefe  that  endeavour  to  maintain  the  liberty 
wherewith  Chrift  hath  made  us  free,  or  ihefe  that  are 
trampling  the  facred  privileges  of  the  church  of  Chrift  under 
their  feet  ?  All  that  is  demanded  by  us  is,  that  they  return  to 
the  Lord,  and  that  they  rectify  thefe  things  that  arc  wrong  in 
dodlrine,  worftiip,  difcipline,  and  government;  this  is  what 
God  requires,  he  "  commands  all  men  every  where  to  re- 
pent." What  is  the  reafon  that  men,  in  a  judicative  capacit'", 
do  not  purge  out  the  leaven  of  error  or  fcandals  in  the  church  ? 
what  is  the  reafon  ?  It  is  either  becaufe  they  will  not,  or 
they  cannot.  If  they  will  not,  by  this  they  proclaim  to  the 
world,  that  they  are  a  fet  of  wicked  men  :  or  it  is  bec.iufe  they 
cannot,  and  it  fays  the  Mafter  hath  taken  av/ay  the  keys  from 
them  ;  and  what  a  ridiculous  tl.ing  would  it  be  to  accede  to 
thcni,  from  whom  the  keys  of  the  houfe  are  taken  av/ay  by  the 
Mafter  of  the  houfe  ?  It  is  eafy  then  to  know  what  courfe  to 
lleer.     If  the  rights  of  Chrilt,  as  King  in  liis  holy  hill  of 
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Zion,  be  maintained  invUie  judicatories  of  the  cftabliftimcnt, 
then  it  is  a  fin  to  withdraw  from  them  :  but  if  they  be  tramp- 
ling under  foot  the  authority  of  the  Son  of  GrKA^  by  enading 
laws  in  his  houfe  which  are  inconfiftent  with  his  laws,  and 
with  the  liberties  wherewith  he  hath  made  his  people  free ; 
if  they  be  worming  out  a  fairhful  miniftry,  fcreening  the  er- 
roneous, cafting  minifters  out  of  their  communion  for  faith- 
ful witneffing  againft  errors  and  corruptions ;  then  we  ought . 
not  to  continue  with  them,  efpecially  when  a  public  teftimony 
18  lifted  up.  Wherever  his  caufe  is  difplayed,  and  his  truths 
are  maintained,  by  doctrine,  worfliip,  or  difcipline,  there 
jQiould  the  acccflion  be ;  for  the  "  gathering  of  the  people" 
ihould  be  there.  If  it  be  within  the  camp,  (land  there ;  if 
it  be  found  in  the  fields,  and  city  of  the  wood,  it  concerns  us 
to  follow  him  there,  though  reproach  ,and  perfecution  (hould 
follow;  fays  the  apoflle,  Heb.  xiii.  13.  ^*  Let  us  go  forth 
therefore  unto  him  without  the  camp,  bearing  his  reproach." 
When  the  Chriftian  church  was  firft  crefted  by  the  apoftles, 
and  the  Jcwilh  church  was  unhinged,  a  cry  was  raifed  after 
them,  that  they  were  fchifmatics,  and  renting  the  true  and 
only  church  of  God  \  fays  the  apoftle,  He  has  been  reproached 
for  us,  and  it  is  good  our  common  to  go  without  the  camp  to 
him,  bearing  his  reproach.  However  ye  may  fear  at  reproach 
for  Chrift,  Mofcs  was  of  another  opinion,  for  he  **  accounted 
the  reproach  of  Chrift  greater  riches  than  all  the  treafures  of 
Egypt."  What  is  the  hazard  though  reproach  (hould  follow  ? 
Cleave  to  him.  Let  us  ftudy  to  confefs  him,  and  follow  him  on 
all  hazards :  "  He  that  lofeth  his  life  for  my  fake  (fays  Chrift) 
ihall  find  it ;"  he  that  lofeth  a  good  name  for  Chrift,  he  will 
ilnd  it  again  ;  there  will  be  a  ref'urreflion  of  names,  as  well  as 
of  perfons,  ere  all  be  done.     And  then, 

i^ihhy  Another  advice  is,  I  would  have  you  beware  of  thefc 
things  that  are  a  prejudice  to  the  life  of  your  fouls,  (i.)  Be-» 
ware  of  an  indolent  life.  Nothing  docs  more  hurt  a  perfon's 
life  than  this;  it  is  very  prejudicial  to  the  body.  But  O  be- 
ware of  fpiritual  lloih  ;  be  "  diligent  in  bufinefs,  fervent  in 
fpirit,  ferving  the  Lord.'*  (2.)  Beware  of  furfeiting  and  glut- 
ting yourfclves  with  the  pleafures  of  fenfe:  that  alfo  is  a  pre- 
judice to  the  life  of  the  foul :  "  Take  heed  (fays  our  Saviour) 
left  at  any  time  ye  be  overcharged  with  furteiting  and  drunk- 
cnnefs,  and  that  day  come  upon  you  unawares."  No  fooner 
did  Samfon  ftcop  into  the  lap  of  Delilah,  than  his  locks  wc^rc 
cut.  rhcn,  (3.)  Beware  oi  unwholcfome  food;  why,  it  is 
pernicious  to  the  life.  O  beware  of  unfound  do6lrines  ;  many 
errors  are  abounding  in  our  day.  And  O  beware  of  dead 
ininiftcrs ;  for  dead  n.inifters  make  a  dead  people  and  dead 
jiparcrs.  Where  tlva^  \^  ivq\.\\\^^  but  dead  hearing,  O  will 
ri  ever 
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Wer  the  voice  of  dead  men  make  a  living  people  ?   O  beware 
of  putting  your  fouls  under  the  infpedion  of  a  dead,  ignorant^ 
and  erroneous  miniftry :  beware  of  them  :  fays  Chrift,  "  If  the 
blind  lead  the  blind^  both  will  fall  into  the  ditch.*'     Beware 
of  dumb  minifters,  that  have  not  a  mouth  to  open  for  Chrift  ; 
beware  of  them  that,  inftcad  of  barking  at  the  wolves,  arc  bark- 
ing at  the  (heep.     If  you  would  keep  life  in  your  fouls,  ftudy 
to  keep  under  a  lively  miniftry  where  you  can  find  it.     Theji 
beware  of  a  deadening  fociety ;  for  it  is  very  prejudicial  to  th.e 
foul :  **  Depart  from  me,  all  ye  that  are  evil  doers ;  for  I  will 
keep  the  commandments  of  my  God."     Beware  of  grieving 
the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  ;  if  ye  grieve  him,  he  will  depart,  and 
then  death  will  follow  upon  his  departure;  beware  of  refift- 
ing  his  motions  and  operations ;  beware  of  turning  a  deaf  ear 
to  his  word,  if  it  be  difregarded,  his  Spirit  will  depart  from, 
you:  "  Wherefore  (fays  the  Lord)  I  gave  them  up  to  thcit 
own  hearts  lufts,  and  then  they  wandered  in  their  own  coun* 
fels."    Beware  of  finning  prefumptuoufly,  for  that  kills  and 
deadens  the  life  of  the  gracious  foul.     Put  up  that  prayer  of 
David's,  Pfal.  xix.  13.  **  Keep  back  thy  fervant  alfo  from  pre- 
fumptuous  fins,  let  them  not  have  dominion  over  me :  then 
ihall  I  be  upright,  and  I  (hall  be  innocent  from  the  great  tranf- 
greffion."      Beware  of  fecurity   and  barrennefs  under  the 
xneans  of  grace ;  when  ye  get  influences  from  the  Lord,  O  im- 
prove them  for  the  end  ye  got  them ;  for  when  God's  vineyard 
doth  not  bring  forth  fruit  at  the  watering  of  it,  the  Lord  for- 
bids the  watering  of  it  any  more*    The  Lord  blefs  his  word. 
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